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ADVERTISEMENT 


T oO THE 
Re BcAs Dik R: 
ean he cota teen 2 
al es ee ke OR, 
THE author of this Work, had written upon 


. the title of that manufcript-volume, which 
contained the epiftle to the Romans, the fol- 


Towing dire@ion: “‘ N. B. If I die before this 


“ Work is finifhed, as it is moft probable I thall, 
“I defire that it may be tranfcribed, as far as it 
*“ goes, by Mr Orton; and that he would add 


_ * fuch notes as he fhall judge moft proper, from 
_ “my written critical notes on the epiftles; and 


“ that it may be printed by fubfcription in one, 
““two, or three volumes, as fhall be judged moft 
“convenient, and according to the progrefs 
‘‘ which Providence may permit me to make in 
“it. Fan. 1, 1746-7."---I think it therefore in- 
cumbent upon me, to inform the fubferibers what 
progrefs the author had made in this work, and 
what has been done to it fince his death, in order 
to remove thofe fufpicions which often arife con- 


_ cerning the authenticity of pofthumous works. 


When it pleafed God to put a period to the au- 
thor’s life and labours, he had finifhed his Para- 
phrafe and Improvement of the epiftolary part of 
the New Teftament, and of the book of the Reve-’ 


lation, and fairly wrote it out in fhort-hand ; and 
a2 had 
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had added the principal notes which he intend- 
ed to publifh. At the end of the manufcript-vo-~ 
lume containing the Revelation, he had wrote, 
** Through the good hand of God upon me, 
“« which I defire moft thankfully to acknowledge, 
‘* T ended. the firft copy of the Family Expofitor, 
** Dec. 31, 1748, exactly two years after I began 
“* to write upon the Romans; having purfued it 
** during that time without the interruption of 
“* one fingle day ; fuch health and fuch refolution 
** did it pleafe God to give me, amidft the vari- 
“* ous fcenes of bufinefs, danger and amufement, 
© through which I paffled! May his grace raife 
‘to himfelf a monument of praife from this fee- 
“ ble effort to explain, illuftrate, and inforce, his’ 
** word!”=--And under, “ I ended my Notes on 
“ the books I had thus paraphrafed and impro= 
“ved, Auguft 21, 1749, having daily purfued the. 
s hear iti like manner, whether at home or a= 
** broad.’’---He had tranfcribed for the Prefs, the 
Paraphrafe, Improvements, and Notes, of the two 
firft volumes, as now publifhed ; the Paraphrafe» 
and. Improvements of the epiftle to the Hebrews, 
and the two firtt epiftles of Fohn.---The Notes on 
thefe three epiftles, together with the Paraphrafe, 
Improvements, and Notes, on the remaining epi- 
{tles, and the Revelation, were tranfcribed from his 
fhort-hand copy, by my own hand, or under m 
in{fpection by fome of his pupils; and I carefully 
revifed the tran{cript feveral times, and compared 
it with his {hort-hand copy.---I can affure the fub- 
{cribers, that the utmoft caution has been ufed, that 
no one fentiment of the author fhould be fuppref- 
fed or changed, and only fuch expreflions varied, 
as to avoid tautology, and for the fake of perfpi- 
culty and accuracy, it might be prefumed the 
author 
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author would have varied, had he tranf{cribed 
this part of the Work, and given it his finifhing 
hand. In the margin of the fhort-hand copy, he 
had wrote hints of fome alterations to be made in 
the phrafeology and length of fome fentences, as 
well as of Notes he intended to add when he tran- 
{eribed it for the Prefs. I have endeavoured to 
follow thefe hints in the beft manner I could; 
and accordingly a few Notes have been added to 
vindicate or illuftrate his Verfion or Paraphrafe, 
and)references inferted to other critics; moft of 
which were taken from his Notes, according to 
the direction mentioned above. On the whole, 
I hope the attentive reader, who is acquainted 
with his {tyle and fpirit, will difcover nothing in 
the latter part of the Work unfuitable to either; 
and will join with me in ‘thankfulnefs to God, 


who fpared his life till he had completed this 


‘important and ufeful undertaking. 


There is one occurrence relating to it, which 
my own judgment, and that of many of the az- 


»,thor’s friends, forbid me to conceal, and the ra- 


ther, becaufe it has been greatly mifreprefented. 
During the author's life (in Fune 1750) a fire, oc- 
cafioned by a wax-candle being left on his writ- 
ing-defk, broke out in his ftudy, and confumed 
many of his papers, and part of one volume of 
the fhort-hand copy of this Work; but the light 
of the fire being providentially difcovered by 
an oppofite neighbour, who gave an immediate 
alarm, it was fpeedily extinguifhed. When the 
author was informed of the accident, he feemed 
moft anxious about the, prefervation of this ma- 
nufcript; and when the flames were extinguifh- 
ed, to his great joy and furprife, it appeared that 


the part of this volume, and that only which was 
hm ~ @ 


, 


cle« 
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deftroyed, had been tranfcribed, and the tran= _ 
{cript lay in another place out of danger, and all 
the untranfcribed pages were perfectly legible, 
and only the edges of them finged. Being an 
eye-witnefs of the danger and deliverance, I re- 
cord this account of it, partly for the fatisfaction 
of the fubfcribers with regard to the exaggerated 
report, but chiefly as it feems to denote a parti- 
cular care of Providence in preferving this Work, 
and a favourable omen, that God intends it for: 
extenfive and lafting ufefulnefs. Whofo is wife, 
and will obferve fach things, even they fhall un- 
derftand the loving-kindne/s of the Lord. Pfalma 
CVil. 43. SoBe oS 
In the name of the author's family, I heartily 
thank the fubfcribers for their encouragement of 
this Work, and the gentlemen who have kindly | 
fuperintended the Prefs; and I pray that it may: 
anfwer thofe pious and benevolent ends for 
which it was compofed and is now publifhed. 


Salop, Nov. 122 ' ‘f. Orton. 
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‘On the EPISTLE ‘si lie 
Peep eiee yc So Boo AN. &. 


| JF EARNED omen have been divided in their opinions 
Bi. concerning the author of this celebrated epiftle. It 
' hath been afcribed to St Luke, to Barnabas, and to Cle- 
_ ment of Rome. . But though fome confiderable perfons have 
. given the fanétion of their authority to the feveral opinions 
_ [have mentioned, yet the moft prevailing one among the 
‘ancients was, and among the mederns Mill is, that ¢hzs 
 epifile is a genuine work of St Paul. Among thofe who 
believe that St Paul was its author, there are fome indeed 
_ who imagine it was written by him in the Hebrew or Sy- 
riac language, and tranflated into Greck either by St Luke 
or Clement. And it is:certain there was firch an ancient 

_ tradition, mentioned by Clemens Alexandrinus, Eufebius, 
and Jerom. And there are arguments in fupport of all 
the particular hypothefes concerning the author of the 
epiltle, the language in which it was originally written, 
and the perfon who tranflated it into Greek; I fay, there 

_ afe various arguments in favour of all thefe different opi- 
nions, taken from fimilarity of ftyle, the ufe of particular 
words, and the manner of compofition. But I appre- 
et whoever carefully confiders the obfervations that have 
Deen made by very learned men, upon the language of 
You. VI. I St 
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St Paul, of Luke, or Clement,.in defence oftheir refpec- 
tive hypothefes, will conclude, that fuch arguments are ° 
very little to bedepended upon, as they frequently are 
much indebted to a {trong imagination, and in the prefent 
cafe, appear to be urged with equal plaufibility on all fides. 
I have already given my opinion, that St Paul was the 
author of this epiftle, (vol. Il. fect. 60., note 8;) and that 
becaufe the current of antiquity, though not the authority 
of every individual father, runs ftrongly this way: Jerom 
exprefsly afferts, that the epi/?/e to the Hebrews had been 
received as St Paul’s by a// the Greek writers. And tho’ 
this epiftle wants one characteriltic of St Paul’s other 
epiftles, the prefixing his name, and his ufual form of in- 
{cription ; for a very obvious reafon, that he might not too 
early awaken the prejudices the Jewifh converts had concei- 
ved againft him; yet it might be eafy to colieét from the epi 
tle it/elf, fome {trong inclinations that St Paul was its awéhor. 
It is of lefs importance in what /enguage it was original- 
ly written, if the tranflation were made, (as the tradition 
fays,) by fome companion and fellow-labourer of St Pauly 
‘Though it fhould be confidered, that the prefumption lies. 
on the fide of our prefent Greeé copy, that it is an original, 
and not a tranflation; and therefore the arguments which 
induce any to be of ‘a contrary opinion, fhould be very 
ftrong and convincing. If the reader fhould be inclined ta 
examine this matter more accurately, he may confult 
Spanheim’s Diflertation concerning the author of the epi/te 
fo the Hebrews, particularly part i. chap. 2. concerning 
the language *; and the learned. Mr Hallet’s Intredudion 
to his Supplement to Mr Peirce’s Paraphrafe ; which Mr 
Wolfius hath tranflated into Latin, and: publifhed at the 
clofe of the 4th volume of his Cure Philologice, with fome 
of his own remarks.and ftri€tures in the margin. As for 
the date of this epiftle, 1am of opinion it was about the year 
63, while St Paul was imprifoned at Rome, or quickly after 
it. See-vol. III. fe. ix. note *, and compare Heb, xiii. 23. 
This epiftle was written to the Hebrews, or converts 
from Judaifm to Chriftianity, who inhabited at leaft fome 
one particular country, (as ay be inferred from the apo/ile’s 
% Fred. Spanheim, Op. Tom. ii. p. ras, Ge. ia 


tothe Epifile to the Hebrews; « ¢ 
faying, chap. xii. 19. I befeech you the rather to do this, 
that I may be reftored to you the fooner ; and verfe 23. Know 
ye that our brother Iimothy is fet at liberty, with whom 
if he come foortly, I will fee you.) And this country most 
probably was Judea, where the converts to Chriftianity 
from Judaifin were almoft inceffantly perfecuted by their 
unbelieving brethren, who tenacioufly adhered to the 
conftitution and ceremonies of the Mofaic law, which 
Chriftianity fuperfeded. Now the manifeft defign of St 
Paul in this epiftle, is, “¢ to confirm the Jewifh Chriftians 
« in the faith and practice of the gofpel of Chirift, which 
“ they might be in danger of deférting, cither through 
“ the infinuations or ill-treatment of their perfecutors.”’ 
It was natural for the zealous defenders of the Mofaic 
law to infift upon the Divine authority of Mofes, the 
diftinguifhing glory and majefty which attended its firft 
promulgation by the miniftry of angels, and the fpecial 
privileges with which it invefted thofe who achered to it. 
In anfwer.to all arguments and infindations of this kind, the 
apoftle fhows, “ 
1. That in all»thefe feveral articles, Chriftianity. had’ 
an infinite fuperiority t6 the law. Which topic he purftes 
_ from chap. i: to xi. Reminding the believing Hebrews, 
That it was a moft extraordinary favour, that God had 
fent them a revelation by-his own Son, whofe glory was 
far fuperior to that of angels, (chap. i. throughout ;) very | 
naturally inferring from hence the danger of defpifing 
Chrift on account of his 4umiliation, which in perfect con- 
fiftence with his dominion over the world to come, was 
voluntarily fubmitted to by him for wife and important 
reafons ; particularly to deliver us from the fear of death, 
and encourage the freedom of our accefs to God; (chap. ii. 
throughout.) With the fame view he further magnifes 
| Chrift as fuperior to Mofes their great legiflator, and from 
_ the fentence paffed on thofe who rebelled againft the aus 
thority of Mofes, infers the danger of defpifing the pro- 
mifes of the gofpel; (chap. ili. 1,-4+13.) And as it was na-_ 
tural from Hence, to call to mind that reft in Canaan to 
which the authority wherewith Mofes was invefted was 
intended to lead them, the afo/fé cautions them againit’ 
the fin of unbelief, as what would prevent their entering 
a oe A 2 into 
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into reft: an expreffion, which he fhows to refer to 2 
nobler {tate of reft than what the Jews enjoyed in Canaan, 
even on their moft facred days, and in their moft profpe- 
rous ages: (chap. ili. 14.---iv. 21.) Further inforcing this 
caution by awful views: of the omnifcience of God, and 
animating reprefentations of the character of Chrift as our 
High Prieft, of whofe’ Divine appointment, gracious ad- 
miniftration, and previous fuffering, he goes- on to dif- 
courfe, and promifes further illuftrations of fo important a 


' topic; (chap. iv. 12, to the end. Chap. v. Mtoe eee) 


Declaring that he would advance to fublimer truths with- 
out dwelling upon the firft principles, for the fake of thofe 
who might have apoftatized from Chriftianity ; and whofe 
cafe he reprefents as very hopelefs; (chap. vi. 1,---9.) 
And then for the eftablifhment and comfort of fincere be- 
lievers, he fets before them the confideration of the good- 
nefs of God, and his fidelity to his facred engagements, 
the performance of which is fealed by the entrance of Chrift 
into heaven as our Forerunner; (chap. vi. 9, to the end.) 
Further to illuftrate the character of our bleffed Lord, the 
Author and Finifher of our faith, he enters into a parallel 
between Melchizedec and Chrift, as agreeing in title and 
defcent; and from inftances in which the prie/thood of | 
Melchizedee excelled the Levztical priefthood, he infers 
the furpafling glory of the prie/theed of Chrift to the 
priefthood under the Jaw, (chap. vil. t---17-) From thefe 
premifes, which plainly manifefted the defedts of the Aaro- 
nical priefthood, he argues, that it was not only gin 3 
but vindicated and confummated by that of Chritt, 
which it was introduétory and fubfervient ; and by cog. 
quence, that the obligation of the law was henceforth dif- 
folved; (chap. vil. 18, to the end.) He then recapitulates, 
what he had before demonftrated of the faperior dignity 
of Chrift as the High Prieft of Chriftians, and further il- 
luftrates the diftinguithed excellence of that new. covenant 
which was foretold by Jeremiah as eflablithed in him, and 
plainly inriched with much better promifes than the old + 


(chap. vill. throughout.) Miuftrating further the do@trine _ 


of the priefthood and interceffion of Chrift, by comparing 


‘it to what the Jewi/h high prieft did on the great day Ps 


atonement ; (chap. ix. 1,---14.) And — enlarged 
the 


to the Ep jfile to the Hebrews. ae 
the neceflity of fhedding Chrift’s blood, and the futticieney 
of the atonement made by it, (chap. ix. 15, ¢o the end,) 
and proved the /egal ceremonies could not by any means 
purify the confcience, and from thence argued the infuf 
ficiency of the Mofaic law, and the neceility of ge 
beyond it, (chap. x. Ty-r=15.) the apoftle urges the He- 
brews to improve the privileges which fuch an High Prieft 
and covenant conferred on them, to the purpofe of a fidu- 
cial approach to God, a conftant attendance on his ‘wor- 
fhip, and moft benevolent regards to each other, (chap. Ke 
ES 5---2 
She pot having thus at large obviated the zn/inia- 
tions and objections of the Jews to the gofpel of Chrift, as 
inferior to the Mofaic difpenfation, by thowing its tran- 


feendent excellence in a clear and convincing ‘light, for 


the fatisfaction and eftablifhment of the believing Hebrews, 
proceeds, 

Il. To awaken their attention, and fortify their minds 
again{t the ftorm of per/ecution, which had come, and was 
further likely to come upon them, for the fake of the 
Chriftian faith. To this end, he reminds them of the ex- 
tremities they had already endured in defence of the gol- 
pel, and of the fatal confequences which would attend 
their apoftafy; (chap. x. 26, tothe end.) Calling to their 
remembrance the eanowned examples of faith and forti- 
tude which had been exhibited by holy men mentioned 
in the fcriptures of the Old Teftament, and particularly by 
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, (chap. xi. 
Brili6.) by. Abraham, ‘Tfaac, Jacob, Jofeph. and Mofes, 
(chap. xi. 17,---29.) Concluding his difcourfe with glan- 
cing on many other illuftrious worthies ; and befides thole 


recorded in f{cripture, referring alfo to the cafe of feveral 


who fuffered under the perfecution of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, (chap. xi. 30.---xil. 2.) 
And having thus executed his defign in the argumenta- 


‘fe part of. the epiftle, he applies the whole, by exhort- 


ing the Hebrew Chriftians to fuftain and improve the af- 
flictions to which they were expofed, and to exert them- 


felves vigoroutly to promote the united interefts of peace 


pond holinefs, (chap. xii. 3,---14.) Cautioning them againft 
-difparaging the bleflings of the gofpel, and making them a 


facrifice 
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facrifice_either to any fecular views or fenfual gratificd= 
tions ;-reprefenting the incomparable excellence of thefe 
bleflings, and the wonderful manner in which they were 
introduced, which even the introduction of the Jewith 
oeconomy, glorious and magnificent as it was, did by no 
means equal; (chap. xii. 15,---29.) Exhorting them to 
brotherly affection, purity, compaflion, dependence on 
the Divine care, ftedfaftnefs in the profeffion of the truth, 
and to a life of thankfulnefs to God, and benevolence to 
man, from the confideration of the ineftimable privileges 
derived to us from Chrift; which ought always to encou- 
rage us refolutely to endure any infamy and fuffering 
which we may meet with in his caufe; (chap. xiii. 1,---16.) 
Concluding the whole, with recommending to them fome 
particular regards to their pious minifters; and intreating 
their prayers ; adding fome falutations, and a folemn bes 
nediction, (chap. xi. 17, to the end.) 
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The apoftle reminds the Hebrews to whom he writes, of the great 
favour God had done them in fending them a revelation by his 
own Son; on whofe glory he expatiates as far /uperior to that 

- of angels, intending by this reprefentation to engage them to em- 
brace and retain the gofpel. Web. 1. 1, to the end. 


HeBrews I. 1. 
Gop, who at fun™ 
dry times, and 
in divers manners, 
fpakein time paft un- 
to the fathers by the fathers of the 
prophets, 


"HE 


Hesrews I. 1. 
great and wife Ged *, who in his won- 
derful condefcenfion hath at many times, 
and in various manners », of old, fpoken to the 


Jewifh nation, by the prophets 


whom he hath in fucceflive ages raifed up and 


employed as the meffengers of his will to them, 


+ 


In 


N Og lbs: 


4° God who, &c.] Though St Paul_ 
was the author of this epiftle, as we have 
already obferved, yet he does not begin 
it, as he does mott of his other epiftles, 
by prefixing his name to it; the reafon of 
which probably was, that.thofe to whom 
he was now writing were under ftrong 
prejudices againft his name; and he 
was not willing to alarm thofe preju- 


dices at the beginning of his letter. 
b Many times, and various manners.} 
The firft word, as fome apprehend, refers 
to the parcels by which God’s will was 
delivered, in oppofition to a complete re- 
velation; and the laft, to the manner in 
which it was made known, namely, by 
dreams, vifions, urim, prophets, voices, 

figns. 
© By 


10 God, in thefe laf? days, hath Spoken unto us by bis Son ; 


Seer. In thefe laf? days hath magnified his mercy in a 
wriny Yet more-amazing manner; for he hath /poken 


Heb. 


fl. 24 


3 church and world. 


unto us by the Son *, his only-begotten and beft 
beloved Son, whom ke hath fent into our world 
as the Ambaflador of his mercy to us; even that 
illuftrious Perfon, whom he hath appointed the 
heir and poflefior of all things 4, He hath ad- 
jufted all things in fuch a manner, as to ad- 
vance the purpotes of his glory, and committed 
the adminiftration of his providential kingdom 
into his hands, by whom, and in reference to 
whole honour, de al/o created all things, and 
conftituted the ages © and difpenfations of the 
I fpeak of that great Ema- 
nuel, whom we have fo long been taught to 
le dad adore; who being the efulgent ray of 
[his] glory, and the exprefs' delineation of bis per- 


gon *, on whom his likenefs is inftamped in li- 


ving characters in a manner which no created- 


nature can admit, and upholding the univerfe 
which he hath made dy the eficacious word of 
his Eather’s power 8, which 1s ever refident in 
him, as his own, by virtue of that intimate 
though incomprehenfible union which renders 
them one, (John x. 30.)3 was neverthelefs fet 
forth in the feeble drefs and humble form of hu- 
man fleih, that he might be our atoning facri- 
fice. And accordingly saving by himfelf per- 
formed that great tranfaction, which is the clean- 


fing away of our fins, he is now returned to the. 


celeftial world from which he defcended for this 
gracious purpofe, and is fat down on the right- 
hand x the Majefty on high*, of that glarious 


and 
WT Qe ous: 


2 Hath in thefe 
laft days fpoken urto 
us by is Son, whom 
he hath appointe 
heir of all things, by 
whom alfo he made 
the worlds ; < 


& 

2 Who being the 
brightnefs of his glo- 
ry, and. the exprefs 
image of his perfon, 
and upholding all 
things by the word 
of his power, when he 
had by himélf pur= 
ged our fins, fat down 
on the right-hand of 
the Majeity on highs 


c By the Son.| This is no argument 
that God did not {peak by Chrilt before; 
but only that it was not in fo clear and 
expre/s a manner. 

d Heir and poffeffor.] Mr Pierce 
Jearnedly vindicates the latter of thefe in- 
terpretations. 

© Conjtituted the ages.] ‘The fentiment, 
as thus expreffed, is a very important 
one; but if any infift upon rendering 
pk the world itfelf, 1 fhall not. oppofe 

for it is certain, that St Paul afferts 
this dodtrine, Col. i. n5,— a7. if not here. 

F Delineation of his Serfon.) That is, 
faith Leigh, anfivering to the Divine per- 
fections, as the impreftion of the wax 


does to the engraving of the re —It fs 
obfervable, that Philo calls the Logos a= 
pxxineg xat cixav Ory. See Scoti’s Chriftian 
Lifts vol. Il. p..559. 

8 Word of his power.] Many explain 
this of the Father's power, which is the 
fenfe I have given in the a a 
Some copies read cur% which would fully 
juftify our verfion. But if the power of , 
the Father be the power of Chrift to. be 
ufed by him at pleafure for the fecurity of 
his people, it feems to be all that the e- 
ftablifhment of our faith in him requires. 

h Sat down on the right-hand.) Some 
underftand this of the right-hand of the 
Schehinab, in the molt henourable place 

among 


who was made fo much better than the angels. 


4 Being made fo 
much better than the 
angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained 
a more excellent 
name than they. 


§ For unto which 
af the angels faid he 
at any time, Thou art 
my Sen, this day 
have I begotten thee ? 
And again, I will be 
to him a Father, and 
he fhall be to me a 
Son? : 


6 And again, when 
he bringeth in the 
firft-begotten into the 

world, 


and excellent Being who reigns fupreme in the Secr- 
is 


heaven of heavens. 


tk 


To this exalted Redeemer would I now call Heb. 
your thoughts, of whom I have fome very im- }4- 


portant. and fublime truths to deliver. Confi- 
der, therefore, my brethren, what reverence, 
what fidelity, what zeal you owe to him who 
was made in exaltation and celeftial glory as 
much fuperior to angels i as the name he has in- 
herited, and by which through many fueceeding 
ages he hath been {poken of in the facred ora- 
cles, [7s] more excelent than theirs. 
which of the angels hath he ever faid, as we know 
he hath faid to the Meffiah in that celebrated 
prophecy, (Pfal. ii. 3) Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee *? And again, (2 Sam. 
vii. 14.) L will bea Father to him, and he fball 
be my Son}? For if thefe words were immediate- 
ly fpoken of Solomon, it was chiefly as a type 
of Chrift, the great Son of David, and Prince 
of peace. 
the angels in terms exprefling equal dignity, 
that when he again introduces his firft-begotten 
Son into the world, and {peaks of him as coming 
with royal pomp to take poffeflion of his king- 

dom, 

Ni Omi Ears. : 


For to ° 


But fo far is he from fpeaking of 6 


among men or angels; and quote x Pet. 
iii. 22. Eph. i. 20, 21. fuppofing there 
may be fome glorious appearance of the 
Father's prefence in heaven, as there was 
upon earth, which hath properly fpeak- 
ing a right or a left-hand. But this I e- 
{teem no article of faith. Compare 
cbap. viii. 1. 

i Superior to angels.| Some have, I 
think, very precarioufly imagined, that 
the apo/tle in this and the next chapter 
infifts {o much on Chrift’s fuperiority to 
angels, in order to take off the Jews from 
that angel-worfbip to which they were 
greatly inclined. But it is evident the a- 
pojtle does not fpeak exprefsly on that 
fubject. it is more certain therefore, that 

his imtention was to exalt their ideas of 
our bleffed Redeemer; as indeed their 
entertaining high and honourable concep- 
tions of him would be of great importance 
to their holding faft their Chriftian pro- 
feffion. It is plain, the Jews confidered 
the angels as concerned in the promulga- 
tion of their Jew, on which account they 
might be the more zealoufly attached to 
MOL. VI. i 


é 


it, and in this view there was a peculiar 
propriety. in the apoftle’s labouring the ar- 
gument he is here upon, namely, the fu- 
periority of our bleffed Lord to all the 
angelic orders. 

k Thou art my Son.] ‘Thefe words are 
taken from Pfalni ii. 7. And I think it 
is evident, (as others have obferved,) 
that this and the re(t of the paflages here 


quoted, mutt refer to Chrift in their ori- 


ginal fenfe, and in the ftriéteft propriety 
of interpretation ; otherwife the argument 
would be entirely inconelufive; for it 
might be replied, that fuppofing thefe pats 
fages to be applicable to Chrift, they will 
not prove him to be fuperior to the an- 
gels, finve they originally refer to David 
and others confefledly inferior to thofe 
celeftial fpirits—Jt might be eafily proved 
that this fecond ptalm does originally be- 
long to the Meffiah. Compare Adts iv. 
Dee SAAN gas j 
1 He fhall be my Son.) Mr Peirce hath 
laboured largely to prove, that thefe 
words can in their original and primary 
fenfe refer only to Chrift, 
m He 


' 


12 ‘Lo him Ged faith, Thy throne is for ever and ever: 
Sect. dom, he faith, (Pfal. xcvii. 7.) And let all the ve be tat Met 
angels.of God worfbip him. And accordingly Gog walkie a 
Heb. he did a€tually demand their homage to him, as 
1.6. conftituted their Lord and Sovereign, not only 
in regard to his originally fuperior glories, but 
in confideration of that fidelity and zeal with 
which he had difcharged his important errand to 
our world. And concerning the angels he .7 a ee ane 
- faith, (Pfal. civ. 4.) He maketh his angels winds ™, ee ae Z Lan 
and his minifters a flame of fire. We who rules fpirits, and his mini- 
the winds and the lightnings, has his angels ftersa flame of fire. 
‘under equal command, and employs them with 
the ftrength of winds and the rapidity of light- 
. ‘nings in his fervice. 

8 But to the Son [he] {peaks in a very different 
manner, and [ faith] in thofe.memorable words, 
which have an ultimate reference to Chrift, 
(Pfal. xlv. 6, 7.) Thy throne, O God", [is] for 


ever and ever; the feeptre of thy kingdom [is] a 


8 But unto the Son 
he faith, Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever 
and ever; a fceptre 
of righteoufnefs isthe 
f{ceptre of thy king- 
dom: 


9 feeptre of righteoufne/s. Thou haf inthe moft | 9 Thou haft loved 
eminent degree, through the whole of thine ad- righteouhicts, aud 
= hated = iniquity ; 


miniftration, loved righteoufne/s and hated ini- 
guity °, and haft taken the moft effectual me- 
thod to fupprefs it ; therefore God, thy God and 
Fathery hath anointed thee plentifully with the 
oil of gladnefs above thy affociates ®: thou art 
exalted to fuperior honour and happine(fs; fo 
that none of thy brethren, none of the angels 
whom thou mayeft in any inftance or degree 
have condef{cended to join with thyfelf, and lead 


1 
NOL aes. 


therefore God, even 
thy God, hath a- 
nointed thee with the 
oil of gladnefs above 
thy fellows. 


m He maketh bis angels winds.) hat 
is, faith Mr Cradock, ( Apo/t. Hi. p. 363.) 
He, the Son, makes ufe of the angels as 
his minifters, in producing ftorms and 
lightning according to his pleafure. But 
I would not change the fignification’ of 
the pronoun, He, which returns here, 
without abfolute neceffity.—The render- 
ing rvevuccla, winds, is very agreeable to 
the original and the context. 

0 Thy throne, O God, &c.] 'To render 
this, as fome would do, God is thy throne 
for ever and ever, that is, God will efta- 
blith thy throne, (according to 2 Sam. 
vii. 13, 14. Pfal. lxxxix. 4.) appears to 
me very unnatural, 

© Loved righteoufne/s, hated iniquity.| It 
may be objeéted, that, as all the angels 
have maintained this charaéter, conie- 
quently this can be no juft reafon for pre- 
ferring Chrift to ¢hem, But I think the 


% 


true fenfe is, not fo much that the angeis 
are chargeable with miftakes, though not 
with moral evil, (Job iv. 18. xv. 15.) as 
Mr Peirce fuggefts, but rather that it re- 
fers to that unparalleled inftance of the 
love of moral reétitude which Chrift 
hath given in becoming a facrifice for fix: 
by his atonement, doing more than hath 
been ever done by any rational agent, to- 
wards difplaying his lové of rig hteoufne/sy 
and hatred of iniquity. : 
P Above thy affociates: toyes.] It 
feems to be intimated here, that as Chrift 
took the fpecial charge of Judea, angels 
were charged with the government of ciher 
countries; in reference to which it is that 
they are called his fellows or companions » 
for, (as others have obferved,) if fellows 
do not fignify angels, the quotation is no= 
thing to the apo/fle’s purpofe, 


a Fold 


Whereas the angels are miniftring Jpirits. | 
in thy train, can pretend to compare with thee S®er. 


zo And, thou, 
Lord, in the begin- 
ning haft laid the 
foundation of the 
earth; and the hea- 
vens are the works of 
thine hands. . 


rr They fhall pe- 
rifh, but thou remain- 
eft: and they all thall 
wax old as doth a 
garment ; 

12 And as a vef- 
ture fhalt thou fold 
them up, ard they 
fhall bechanged: but 
thou art the fame, 
and thy years fhall 
not fail. 


3 But to which 
of the angels faid he 
at any time, Sit on 
my right-hand, until 
I make thine enemies 


thy foorftool ? 


34 Are they not 
all miniftring fpirits, 
fent forth to minifter 
for them who hall 

a ILS 
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4 Fold them up.] For exstac Mr Peirce 


would read aarnkerc, 


able to the Hebrews; and imagines that 


in glory or in joy. Yea, as Divine, thou art |” 


13 


fixed in thine eternal throne, that the whole Heb. 
created world may unite its proftrate homage |. 9- 


before thee. And it is to him who prefided, 
as is well known, over the Jewifh nation, and 
received the tribute of praife which they paid to 
Jehovah their God, that thofe words are ad- 
drefled, (Pfal. cii. 26.) Thou, Lord, from the 
beginning haft founded the earth, and the hea- 
vens are the works of thy hands. They, per- 
manent as they feem, /ball at length peri/b and 
wear out; but thou endureft in undecaying glo- 
ry; yea allof them fball grow old like a garment, 
And as a mantle thou fhalt fold them up %, and 
they fhall be changed: fhalt remove them out of 
their place, and introduce a new {cene of things, 
with as much eafe as a prince lays afide one robe 
and puts on another; dué thou art ever the fame, 
and thy years fball not fail through everlafting 
ages, nor can thy perfections admit any poflible 
diminution. 

But not to infift on the manner in which men 
have addreffed their homage and their praifes to 
him, even under.the infpiration of an unerring 
fpirit; let me refer you to another paflage, in 
which the Father himfelf {peaks to him under the 
character of his Son, exalted to his mediatorial 
kingdom; that you may take an idea of his 
grandeur from thence. For to which of the an- 
gels hath he ever faid, Sit thou enthroned in 


‘glory at my right-hand, till I make thine enemies 


the footftool of thy feet, and give thee to trample 
upon the laft-and the proudeft of them ail? 
The fpirits of heaven expeét no fuch honour as 
this; the nobleft of- them all efteems himfelf 
happy in an opportunity of worfhipping this 
triumphant Lord, and miniftring even to the 
leaft of his fervants. I¢ it not a known and de- 
lightful truth? are they not indeed all miniftring 
Spirits, who officiate before the throne of God, 


and are fent out to attend on thofe who ball in- 
. herit 


Ne0 nit gF. 
heaven and earth here fignifies, - govern- 
ments, 2s indeed the phrafe fometimes 
may; but I think not in this place. 

Bz 


change them, agree- 


19 


It 


12 


3 


14 
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Reflections on the glory of Chrift as fuperior to angels. 
herit falvation? and always willing to under- be heirs falvation? 
take the’ offices’ he fhall affign them, for the 

fafety and good of his people? And therefore 

far from thinking of them in any view of com- 

parifon with him, Jet us humbly adore him, for 

the benefits which by his authority and favour 

we daily receive from thefe benevolent creatures. 
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ET us Jearn from this wonderful and delightful portion of 
4 {cripture, how we are to conceive of our blefled Redeemer. 
Admirable contraft of characters! which might appear to our 
feeble reafon, inconfiftent, if faith did not teach us to reconcile 
them. Strange, that the brightne/s of bis Father’s glory, and the. 
expre/s image of his perfon, by whom he made the worlds, thould 
condefcend by himfelf to purge our fins! That he, to whom God 
faith, Thou art my Son, this day have I begatien thee; that he, whom 
the angels are commanded to worfbip ; that he, whofe Divine throne 
is for ever and ever; that he, whom the church hath for fuccef- 
fiye ages adored as having founded the earth and formed the hea- 
vens, as in his original perfections and glories far more immuta- 
ble than they, changing them as a vefture at his fovereign plea- 
fure; that this great, this illuftrious, this Divine Perfon, fhould 
have laid afide thefe robes of celettial light to'array himfelf in 
mortal flefh; not only that he might reveal his Father’s will, and 
fpeak to us in his name, but that he might redeem us to Ged by 
his blood? What fhall we fay? we will receive the meflage he 
brings us with all humble thankfulnefs; we will feek his favour 
with more earneft folicitude;' we will congratulate his exaltation 
with loyal joy. O triumphant, tranfporting thought, that Fe/us 
is enthroned above all heavens, that he is anoimted with an une- 
qualled effufion of the ail of gladne/s: with angels we will fall 
down and worfhip him as eur Lord and our God. Our Hofan- 
nabs fhall proclaim it, that he is fet dowz at the right-hand of the 
Majefty on high, and that God hath engaged to make his enemies 
his foot/tool.--- Angels minifter before him with unwearied vigour, 
with inconceivable {peed do they fly dike flames of lightning from. 
one end of the heaven to the other, from world to world, to ex- 
ecute his facred commands. With delight do they minifier te 
thofe whom he hath appointed ezrs of falvation, nor do they ne- 
glect the youngefl or meanefi. Let us thankfully acknowledge the 
great Redeemer’s goodneis and care, in every kind office we 
receive from them. And as. our obligations’ to him are infi- 
nitely fuperior to theirs, let us emulate their fidelity, vigour, 
and zeal, inthe fteadinefs and cheerfulnefs of our obedience; — 
till we join them in fervices like their own,: in that world 
where 


We fhould attend to the gofpel of Chrif? 


where they dwell, and to which, if we approve ourfelves his Seen 


faithful fervants, 


he will ere long give them a charge fafely and 


jayiully to convey us. 


From what has 


defpifing Chrift on account of his humiliation ; 


Sip denne t. 


been before faid, the apofile infers the danger of 
which in perfect 


I. 


confiftence with his dominion over the world to come, was volun- 
tarily fubmitted to by him, for ee and important reafons ; par- 


ticularly to deliver us from the fe 


freedom of our 


HEeBReEws II. x. 
Herefore we ought 
to give the more 
earne{t heed to the 


things which we have 
leit 


heard, at any 
time we fhould let’ 
them flip. 


z For if the word 
Spoken by angels was 
ftedfaft, and every 
tranfgreffion and dif- 
obedierice received’ a 
jut recompenfe of 
reward ; 


3 How thall we e- 
{cape if we neglect fo 
great falvation, which 
at the firft began to 
be {poken by the 
Lord, and was .con- 
firmed unto us by 
them that heard fim ; 


“2 We have heard.] Nothing can be 


more evidently weak 


_drawn from hence, to prove that St 
was not the author of this epi/fle, becaufe 

it was not by hearing only that be received 
It is to be confidered, that : 
¢ {peaks in the name of a// to whom he 


ve _ the gofpel. 
i 


car of death, and encourage.the 
acces to God. “Heb. I. 1, to the end. 


Hebrews ine Ee 

OmMETHING we have faid in the former fec- 
tion concerning the fupreme dignity of our 
bleffled Redeemer. And now give me leave, 
before I praceed to other arguments which will 
naturally occur, to draw this obvious confe- 
quence trom what I have already faid: If he be 
fo far fuperior to angels, we ought coer ae to 
yield extr aor dip abey attention to the things which 
we have heard * by his authority; lef by any 
means we let [them] flow out of our minds, and 
lofe the impreflion they once made upon -us. 
For if the Mofaic law, which. was the word /po- 
ken by angels», proclaiming it in the name and 
prefence of Jehovah from mount Sinai, wes 
fiedfaft, and confirmed by fuch awful fanctions, 
that every inftance of wilful tranfgrefion and 
difobedience received, as its reward, a corref- 
pondent and fevere vengeance ; How fhall 
we have any room to hope that we fhall e/cape, 
Meee Ong fo great and glorious a falvation as 
that which the gofpel fets before us? A falva- 
tion, which having at its beginning been [pcken 
by the Lord of angels himfelf, was confirmed to 

us by the certain report of Men that heard {him 
preach 

a Oley ts ay Se 


was writing, as well as his own, to render 
the inftruétion the more unexeeptionable 
and the morg forcible. Befides, that to 
hear any thing, fignifies in gencral to be in- 
firutted in it. 

b Angels.| See Dr Whitby’s admira- 
ble note on this fex/. 


than the argument 
Paul 


c Signs 


1g 


ee 


nN 


16 Which was proclaimed not by angels, but by the Lord: 


SECT. preach it with his own lips 
God himfelf joining his own Divine and facred 
tefimony with theirs, both dy enabling them to 
perform, the moft amazing figns and wonders °, 
and various tuconteftible miracles, and endow- 
ing them in a rich abundance, with diffribu- 
tions of the Holy Spirit in its extraordinary opes 
rations, imparted in different degrees to differ 


Py 
mw 
Heb. 
Xt. 4. 


The bleffed — 4 God alfo bearing 


them witnefs, both 
with figns and won- 
ders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Ghoft, ac- 
cording to his owy 
will? 


? 


ent perfons, according to his own fovereign will 


and pleafure. 


And by thefe wonderful operations the fupe- 
riority of Chrift to angels is farther illuftrated ; 
for to angels, even the moft exalted of them, 4e, 
that is, God, hath not fubjected the world ta come 4, 


5 For unto thean- 
gels hath he not put 
in | fubjeétion the 
world to come, 
whereof we fpeak. 


- nor ever intended that they fhould prefide in the 
lateft and beft difpenfation, the kingdom of the 
Meffiah, which extends not only to earth, but 
to heaven, concerning which we now /peak, as it 
is the great bufinefs of the author’s life to pro- 


mote its intereits. 


But a certain [writer °, | 


6 But one in acer. 


well- tain 


’ R028 B.S, 


€ Signs and wonders.) Y think it is 
very needlefs to inquire cutioufly into the 
difference of each of thefe words, when it 
is ufual by a Hebraifin te exprefs a great 
degree and variety of things of any kind, 
by heaping together a great many /ynoni- 
mous words. 

d To angels he hath not fubjetted, &c.] 
Archbifhop Til/otfon thinks the meaning 
of this fcripture is, that God did not im- 
power the angels who delivered the law, 
to enforce it with clear and expref{s pro- 
mifes of a future ftate, as Chrift had en- 
forced the gofpel. , See his Works, vol. V1. 

. 136. Dr Barrow explains it of the 
Meffiah making fo great an alteration in 
the conftitution of things, that it is re- 
prefented by anew heaven anda new earth, 
(Ifa. lxv. 17. & fim.) on which account 
it was called by the Jews, the world to 
come; a phrafe which it is obfervable St 
Paul only ufes in this epiffle to the Hebrews, 
as being familiar to them. Barrow’s 
Works, vol. UW. p. 202. Others have ar- 
gued from this text, that ange/s were pof- 
teffed of certain authority and power in 
the world before Chri/? came, of which 
they were dive(ted upon his’ appearance; 
and of thof@-who have agreed in this ge- 
neral explication, fome,, (as Mr Peirce, ) 
have referred the prefidence of ange/s to. 
their having the guardianfhip of particular 
countries, and others, t6 fome particular 
influences of their counfels in projecting 


the fchemes which preceded the difplay 
of the gofpel. But it feems to me, that” 
the fimplett, plaineft, and moft unexcep- 
tionable fenfe is this, ‘* That God had © 
“© appointed his Son to prefide in the laft 
‘* great difpenfation; which he elfewhere 
“¢ exprefles, by faying, He has united all 
“* things under him, as their common - 
‘© Head, Eph. i. 10.” and this certainly 
is an honour to which no angel can pre= 
tend. Dr Burve?s explication of this as 
referring to the new heavens and earth, 
which he fuppofes thall fucceed the confla- 
gration in which Chrift is to reign, 
(which he alfo thinks, referred to Ifa. ix, 
6.) is fo very precarious and improbable 
an interpretation, that I think it is hardly 
worth mentioning. Burner's Theory of 
the Earth, vol. VW. p. 392. 
© A certain [writer] bears his teftimony.J 
It has been matter of much debate among 
critics, whether thefe words are to be con- 
fidered as-in their original intent, a pro-= 
phecy of the Meffiah, or a defcription of 
the dignity and glory of Awman nature, te 
which the apo/fle alludes; making ufe of, 
David’s language to clothe his own ideas, 
though by an application very different 
from his defign. It feems evident to me, 
that there is nothing in the vitith pfalm 
by which, independent upon the apo/fle’s 
authority, it could be known to belong 
to the Mefliah. On the whole therefore, 
I prefer the deter opinion, though I rea- 
dily 


‘ 


And to him all things are put in fubjettion : 


tain place - teftified; 
faying, Whatis man, 
that thou art mindful 
of him? or the fon 
of man, that thou vi- 
fiteft him? 7 

7 Thou madeft 
him a- little lower 
than theangels; thou 
crowned{t him with 
glory and honour, 
and didft fet him o- 
ver the works of thy 
hands. 


8 Thou haft put 
all things in: fubjec- 
tion under his feet. 
For in that he put 
all in fubjeétion un- 
der him, he left no- 
thing that is not put 
under him. But now 
we fee not yet all 
things put under him. 


9 But we fee Jefus, 
who was made a lit- 
tle lower than the 
angels, for the fuffer- 
ing of death, crown- 
ed with glory and ho- 
nour; that he by the 
grace of God fhould 
tafte death for every 
man. 


10 For.it became 
him, 


dily confefs, that if the former could be 


17 


well-known I am perfuaded to you Hebrews, Sec — 
Qe 


fomewhere bears his teftimony, Jaying, (Pfal. viii. 


4.) O Lord, what is man, that thou remembereft Heb. 
him, or the Son of man, that thou regardeft him! MW. 6. — 
After which he goes on in words that havea 7 


moft remarkable correfpondence to the charac- 
ter and circumftances of the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
both in his humbled and in his exalted ftate ; for 
he adds, {peaking of the Son of Man, Thou haft 
made him but a little lower than the angels ; with 
glory and honour haft thou crowned him, and haft 
conflituted him [lord] over all the vifible works 
of thine hands. Thou baft put all things under 
his feet. ‘This may be interpreted in the widett 
extent; for in putting all things under him, no- 
thing was left out, [which was] not reprefented 
as reduced to fubjeétion to him. 
not as yet fee, that all things are put under him, 
to whom we refer thefe words; but on the con- 
trary, a great part of the world is as yet unac- 
quainted with him and his authority. Ne- 
verthele/s, we fee what we may well look upon 
as an earneft and fecurity of it; for we fee Fe- 
fus, who, for the few years he dwelt upon earth, 
was made in human form and ftate a /ittle lower 
than the angels of God, over whom he had an 
original right, as their Maker to prefide, exalted 
to the moft confpicuous dignity in the celeftiak 
world: we fee him, who was thus humbled for 
the fuffering of death ', that he might be capa- 
ble of it, and that by the grace of God to finful 
creatures, he might tafte the bitternefs of death 


for every man who would obediently accept of 


life through him, now crowned with a glory 
and honour far fuperior to what Adam had in 
the day in which he was created. 
Such hath been the condu&t of God in this 
. * wogrent 
NE Osha: - PES: 
f For the fuffering of death.] Thefe 


words may feem ambiguous, and capable 


But now we do. 


proved, it would eftablifh a dire@ argu- 
ment in words, which muft otherwite be 
only underftood as an allufion; but the 
grand truth to which they refer, the exal- 
tation of Chrift to fupreme dignity, was 
fo exprefsly afferted by himfelf, Mat. 
Xxvill. 18. and “was fo fundamental a 
doétrine, and fo univerfally received in the 
Chriftian church, that it did not feem to 
fland in need of fach an additional proof. 


of being referred either to the preceding 
or following claufe. It is indeed’ true, 
that Chrift was crowned as a reward 
for fuffering death, as the apoftle exprefs~ 
ly teaches, Phil, ii. $, 9. But the con- 
cluding words of the verfe, which have 
plainly a conneétion with thefe, determine 
them to the former fenfe. 


18 Yet it became him to be made perfect through fufferings : 


Seer. great affair of our redemption. 


De 


won 


Heb. 
TI. 10. 
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and harmony of it will be apparent, in propor- 
tion to the degree in which it is examined. 
For though the Jews dream of a temporal Mef- 
fiah, as a fcheme conducive to the Divine glo- 
ry, it well became him ® for whom [are] all things, 
and-by whom [are] all things, the glorious Being 
who is the firft caufe and lait end of all, ia purfuit 
of the great and important defign he had formed, 
of conduéting many whom he is pleafed to adopt as 
his fons, tothe pofleffion of that inheritance of glo- 
ry he hasintended for them, ta make and conttitute 
Jefus his firft-begotten and beft beloved Son, the 
Leader and Prince of their falvation ; and to make 
him perfeé or completely ft for the full execution 
of his office, dy a long train of various and extreme 
fufferings, whereby he was, as it were, folemnly 
confecrated to it. 

Now in confequence of this appointment, Je- 
fus, the great Sanétifier, who engages and confe- 
erates men to the fervice of God, and they whe 
are fantlified, that is, confecrated and introduced 
to God with fuch aeceptance, [ere] all of one 
family ; all the defcendants of Adam, and in a 
fenfe, the feed of Abraham: for which caufe he 
is not afbamed to call them whom he thus re- 
deems and prefents to Divine favour, his dre- 
thren; Saying, (Pfal. xxil. 22, 26.) in the 
perfon of David, when reprefenting the Mefliah 
in his fufferings and exaltation, / will declare 
thy name to my brethren; in the midft of the af- 
fembly of thy people, the great aflembly, which 
by way of eminence fhall be called the church, 
will I praife thee for thy gracious interpofition 
in my favour. And again, {peaking as a mor- 
tal man, expofed to fuch exercifes of faith in 
trials and difficulties as others were, he fays in 
a pfalm which reprefents his triumph oyer his 
enemies, I will truft in him, as other good men 
have in all ages done: and again, elfewhere in 
the perfon of Haiah, (Ifa. viii. 18.) Behold I and 
the children which my God hath given me, are 
for figns and for wonders. Seeing then thofe 


whom 

NEO), E 
& Tt became bim.} . This feems to figni- 
fy, notvonly that the courfe he took was 
well-worthy. of God, but that in order to 


And the beauty: 


him, for whom are 
all thingsy and by 
whom are all things, 
in bringing many 
fons unto glory, to 
make the Captain of 
their falvation perfect 
through fufferings. 


11 For both he 
that fandtifieth, and: 
they who are fanét- 
fied, are all of one: 
for which caufe he is 
not afhamed to call 
them brethren, 


1x Saying, I will” 
declare thy nameun- ~ 
to my brethren, in 
the mid{t of the 
churth will IT fing: 
praife unto thee. 


13 And again, I 
will put my truft in 
him. And again, 
Behold, I, and the 
children which God 
hath given me. ¢ 


14 Forafmuch then 
as 


E. 
act worthy of him/felf, it was expedient he 
fhould take this method. 


LF & 


h Deo 


Por which caufe he was a partaker of flelh and blood. 


as the children are 
partakers of flefh and 
blood, he alfo him- 
felf likewife took part 


‘of the fames that 


through death he 
might deftroy him 
that had the power 
of death, that is, the 
devil: 


75 And © deliver 
them who, through 
fear of death were 
all their life - time 
fubject to bondage. 


46 For verily he 
took not on him. the 
nature of angels, but 
He took on him the 
feed of Abraham. 


17 Wherefore in 
all things it behoved 
him 


h Depofe him.| The original word xo- 
Japynon, properly fignifies 


all power, Rom. Vi. 


to the law, it fignifies abolition. > 
pofe with Archbifhop Tillotfon, that it 


whom he reprefents in one place and another as 
the children of the fame family with himfelf, are 
partakers of human flefh and blood, he himfelf in 
like manner participated of them, and affumed 
all their finlefs infirmities, that thereby beco- 


ming capable of thofe fufferings to which with- | 


out fuch a union with flefh he could not have 
been obnoxious, he might by his own voluntary 
and meritorious death, abolifh and depofe him *, 
whoby Divine permiflion had the empire of deathi, 
and led it in his train, when it made its firft 
invafion on mankind, that is, the devil, the great 
artificer of mifchief and deftru€tion, at the be- 


ginning the murderer of the human race, who- 


{till feems to triumph in the {pread of mortality 
which is his work, and who may often by God’s 
righteous permiflon be the executioner of it. 
But Chrift the great Prince of mercy and life, 
gracioully interpofed; that he might deliver tho/e 
his miferable captives, who through fear of death 
were or juftly might have been all their life- 
time obnoxious to bondage; having nothing to 
expect in confequence of it, if they rightly un- 
derftood their ftate, but future mifery: whereas 
now changing their Lord, they have happily 
changéd their condition, and are, as many as 

have believed in him, the heirs of eternal life. 
We the finful children of Adam, though the 
heirs of death, are thus delivered by him; but 
hot the infernal powers, who were the firft au- 
thors of their fedu€tion: for truly he took not 
hold of the angels, to fave them from plunging 
into the abyfs of mifery; but he took hold of the 
feed of Abraham, and hath made a gracious pro- 
vifion for the falvation of all who thall by true 
faith approve themfelves the genuine children 
of that holy Patriarch. From whence, and in 
confequence of which defign, it behoved him to 
; be 


N-* Qs Deck. 8. 
finking the interpretation a great deal too 
low. 

i The empire of death.] Some have in- 
ferred from hence, that rhe devil is the 
executioner of the fentence of death both 
on good and bad men. But I think the 


to deprive of 
6. When applied 
To fap- 


chiefly meahs, that Chrift might give 

mankind the hope of immortality, when 

they actually faw one rifen from the dead, 

and afcending to heaven, ig I think, 
Vou, Vi i 


fenfe in the paraphrafe lefs obnoxious and 
precarious, 


G k Faith- 


15 


16 
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20 Reflections on the character of Chrift as our High Prief?, &e. 


ge 
Heb. 


I. r7. 


18 


Ver. 13 


EY 
K6 


be made in all things like unto thofe whom he con- bim oe et like 
defcends to call [his] brethren, that fo he might je Bement aoe 
be a merciful and faithful High Prieft k, in things merciful and faithful 
[relating] to God, that he might in the moft ef- High Prieft, ane e 
fectual manner make atonement for the fins of Rhea San Se 
the people; which he could not have done if he for the fins of the 
had not affumed our nature. But now, in people: 

fe f that, he has not only provided ,.2° (Por in that he 
oa ie hea a had 3 Y provided himfelf hath fuffered, 
himfelf with fomething to offer, but has by the being tempted, he is 
experience of our infirmities, contracted that | be ot 
peculiar kind of compattion, which nothing elfe ~~ * 
can teach; and in that he hath himfelf fuffered, 
being teinpied and tried with fuch a variety of 
affaults and forrows, he can in the moft ready 
and endearing, as well as effectual manner, help 
thofe that are tempted, and are making their 
way through thofe fcenes of difficulty which he 


paffed through with fuch fortitude and honour. 
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roo praife to our compaffionate High Prieft, who put om 
our infirmities that he might know how to pity and relieve 
them! Eternal praife to him, by whom are all things, and for 
whom are all things, that he has concerted the merciful fcheme 
of bringing many fons unto glory, in a manner fo well worthy of 
his Divine perfe€tions, and fo full of inftruGion and comfort to 
us; appointing his own Son the Captain of our falvation, and 
making him perfeé through fufferings ! Let us daily refle&t upon 
it with pleafure and gratitude, that he is not afbamed to call us. 
his brethren, though fo highly exalted above the angels of God; 
and that he took not hold of the fuperior nature of angels, which. 
was funk into apoftafy, guilt, and ruin, but tock hold on the feed 
of Abraham. How venerable, as well as amiable, is that con- 
defcenfion with which he made himfelf a Kittle lower than the: 
angels, that by the grace of God which was to owe its higheft 
honours to his erofs, he might tafte death for every man! He hath 
effected his merciful purpofe: by death he hath depofed and abo- 
lithed the tyrannical prince of death, that is, the devil, and deli- 
vered from the fears of death, thofe who, had they kangen and con- 
fidered their real circumftances, might have been mane in 
bondage to it. 
We fee our great enemy depofed ; we fee life and onntsiolas 
brought 


\ 


N,\ #0), TRE 
k Faithful High Prief?.] Mr Fleming dence; but the former implies the latter, 
thinks ais@ fignifies the fame as akso~ Fleming’s Chryftology, vol. Il. p. 766. 
mis@, one worthy of our hess and confi- ¥ 


They ought to regard the High Prieft of their profeffion ; 
brought to light by his gofpel: let us fee it with gratitude and 
pleafure. And let us learn from all, if we would not charge our- 
felves with the moft inexcufable guilt, and the bafeft ingratitude, 
if we would not plunge ourfelves into the loweft gulf of perdition, 
not to neglect fo great a falvation. Let the doom, which the 
law of Mofes pafled upon the prefumptuous tran/grefor, deter us 3 


and let the grace of the gofpel allure and invite us to attend to’ 


the falvation /poken by the Lord, and to take the mot earneft heed 
to it, lef we let flip that golden opportunity, which, if negleCt- 
ed,» will never return. : 


Sy eer: I. 


ee 
SECT. 
2), 


Ver. 3 


The apoftle farther takes occafion to manifeft Chrift, as fuperior to ' 
Mofes the great legiflator of the Fews; and begins to caution © 


them from the fentence paffed on the rebels againft the authority 
of Mofes, of the danger of defpifing the gofpel-promifes. Heb. 
Til. 1,---13. 


Hesrews III. 1. Hesprews Ill. 3. 
Here rore,ho- I Have juft pointed out to you the Son of God, 
UD pega aed under the endearing character of a compaf- 
ly calling, confider fionate and faithful High Prieft. And therefore 
the Apoftle andHigh fuffer me to addrefs you my dear and holy bre- 
ech ice. thren, whom he hath brought near to God, and 
by which he animates his people to afpire to the 
nobleft views and purfuits; and let me intreat 
je you frequently to dire&t your eyes and hearts to 
. him: attentively regard this gracious Saviour, 
who hath condefcended to become the apoftle of 
God to us, that he might bring us the meflages 
of his will, and who is alfo conftituted the 
High Prieft of our profefion >, by whom our 
guilt is expiated, and our happinefs fecured 
~even? 

NegOe 2) BGs. 


gracioufly made partakers of the heavenly calling*, 


4 Holy brethren, partakers of the heaven- the gofpel to purfie immortality and glory. , 


Jy calling.] Mr Peirce thinks, when they b- Apajtle and High Prie/t.] Both are 
are called holy brethren by the apojile, itis properly mentioned, as the author was to 
in allufion to what was faid- of their deing fhew, that as an apofile, Chrift was fupe- 
fanttified, chap. ii. 11. that when he rior to Moies; and as an high-prief?, to 
{peaks of their calling, he means their Aaron. — He is called an Apofile as fent 
being called his brethren ; and that when from God with full commiffion for the 
he ftyles them partakers of this calling, it important affair he came to trantadt. 
is to intimate that they do not ingro/s it. "That apo/ile fignifies meffenger, fee many 
But all thefe interpretations feem to me places in the New Teftament, cited vol. I. 
“more refined than folid. The calling gene- felt. 162. note. 
yally fighifies the cal/, that is given us se 


2 © More 


22 


3. 


Heb. 


U 


Who was counted worthy of more honour than Mofes : 
Sect. even Chrift Fefus, fo well known to us under 


this great and honourable character. Let that 
illuftrious Perfon be daily familiar to your minds, 


Ul. 2. even he who was faithful to him that appointed 


4 Perfon from whom he received it. 


him to, his office,’ as ‘Mo/es~[was] alo faithful 
for all his houfe; according to that teftimony 
with which God himfelf was pleafed to honour 
him, (Numb. xii. 7.) But I defign not by ap- 
plying thefe words, to infinuate, that there is 
room for a complete comparifon between them. 


3 On the contrary, it is very apparent, that as 


for him of whom I now fpeak, he was efteemed 
worthy of far more honour than Mofes ©, in pro- 
portion to the degree in which the builder of a 
houfe * hath more honour than the houfe itfelf, 
For Chrift laid the plan of the Mofaic difpenfa- 
tion, and Mofes who was himfelf his creature, 


_ evidently acted as his delegate in the revelation 


which he made to the people of Ifrael; fo that 
whatever excellencies that difpenfation can boaft, 
they reflect an honour ultimately on the Divas 


houfe hath fome builder *, by whom its feveral 
parts were modelled, raifed and difpofed, and 
every thing well adjufted in it difplays the 
fkill of its Architeét and Difpofer ; now he 
who built and adjufted all things [is] God, 
whofe works of creation and providence are 
worthy their great Author, and proclaim that 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs, which {et him 


in- 
NO.2 Teabey8: 


For every | 


2 Who was faith= 
ful to him that ap- 
pointed him, as alfo, 
Mofes was faithfulin 
all his houfe. 


3 For this man 
was countéd worthy 
of more glory than 
Mofes, inafmuch as 
he who hath builded 
the houfe, hath more 
honour than the 
houfe, -s 


4 For every houfe 
is builded by fome 
man; but he that 
builtallthingsis God. 


© More honour than Mojfes.] As it was 
their attachment to the Mofaic law, and 
the writings of the Old Teftament, that 
hindered fo many Jews from. embra acing 
Chriftianity, it is with the utmoft propri- 
ety of addrefs that the apo/f/e here under- 
takes to fhew, that Chrift was fuperior to 
Mofes; and by a neceflary confequence, 
to the reft of the prophets and facred au- 
th ors; whom they acknow ledged to be in- 
ferior to this great Prophet. 

a Builder of a houfe.| Both Mr Pyle 
and Dr Whitby would render xalaoxcveta 
not to build, but to order or govern, as 
the word honfe fignifies not a building, 
but a family. 

. © Hath fome builder] So 1 think the 
words xelocxevatelar uo Tiv@ may be 
yendered, the word man not being in the 
original, nor here being properly inferted, 


Dr Calamy. has argued from hence the fa- 
preme Deity of Chrilt, in confequence of 
his being the Creator of all things. (Ca- 
lamy on™ Trin. p- 44.) But Mr Peirce 
pleads, that if it had been the intent of 
the apojtle here to affert, that Chrift was 
the Creator of all things, it would have 
been fufficient to have {topped here, and 
that what follows would fink the argu- 


_ment Jower ; therefore he would tranflate 


it as the vulgar Latin does, The builder of 
the houfe, that is, the head and founder 
of the family, has the greateft honour of 
any perfon in the houfé; and by confe-~ 
quense they muft have the next honour 
who are moft nearly related to him. So 
Chrift who is his Son muft have great= 
er honour than Mofes, who was ho more 
than a fer vant. / 


; £ In 


t 


To-day therefore they-fbould hear his voice, 


5 And Mofes ve- 
yily was faithful in 
all his houfe as a fer- 
vant, for a teftimony 
of thofethings which 
were to be fpoken of 
after: 


6 But Chrift as a 
Son over his own 
honfe: whofe houfe 
are we, if we hold 
faft the confidence, 
and the rejoicing of 
the hope firm unto 
the end. 


» Wherefore, as 
the .Holy Ghoft 
faith, To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, 


8 Harden not your 
hearts, as in the pro- 
- vocation, in the day 
of temptation in the 
wildernefs : 


9 When your far 
thers tempted me, 
proved me, and faw 
my works forty years. 


\ 


infinitely above the moft excellent of creatures. 

And that Chrift is incomparably more to be 
honoured than Mofes, appears even from this 
confideration, though inferior to the former, 
that Mofes [was] indeed faithful in all his houfe, 
as a fervant, who was appointed to act in an 
inferior oeconomy, for a teftimony of things af- 
terwards to be mentioned, the evangelical defign 
of which we fhall in fome meafure difcufs in 
the following parts of this epiftle, according to 
their relation and conneCtion. But Chriff was 
faithful in afar fuperior charaCter, even as a Son 
in his own houfe f, that is, over the church, in 
which as Heir of all things he hath not only a 
truft and office, but alfo a property, and which 
is appointed for him to inhabit and prefide over; 
whofe houfe, his chofen and delightful habitation, 
we Chriftians now are, if we ftrenuoufly main- 
tain [our] freedom of profeffion ®, and boafting of 
hope, ftedfaft unto the end; if having fo glorious 
an hope fet before us, in which we may juftly 
boaft as our greateft honour and happinefs, we 
refolutely adhere to it, and permit nothing to 
wreft it out of our hands. 

And to this Iam labouring to animate you, 
by the reprefentation I have given of the dignity 
and glory of ourbleffed Saviour. Therefore, as 
the Holy Ghoft faith, in a pfalm which he di€tated 
to David, (Pfal. xcv. 7.) To-day if ye will ever 


hear his voice at all,  Hardennot your hearts any 


8 


longer 5 left you bring deftruétion upon your- 


felves, as your predeceflors did, ia the bitter 
provocation which they prefumed to offer me 
in the day of temptation in the wildernefs ; 
When your unbelieving fathers tempted me, and 
proved me, as if they would have made an ex- 
periment how much it was poflible for me to 
bear; and this, though they /aw my works in 
fuch a variety of wonders, as pafled in the wil- 

dernefs 

IN® OMT Ey Se 


£. In his own houfe.] Mr Peirce brings 
many arguments to prove it thould be ix 
his houfe, that is, God’s, in which fenfe 
‘the very words are ufed and tranflated be- 
fore ; but as Chrift is appointed the Heir 
of all things, the paraphrafe cannot I think 
be contefted. Compare Heb, x. a1. 


8 Our freedom of profeffion. | Some 
would render it, if we hold faft the confi- 
dence, even the rejoicing of our hope firne 
unio the end, fuppofing it to refer to that 
confeffion which they made at their bap- 
tif with folemnity and joy. 


h My 
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72 


13 


Ver. 1 


And not be hardened through the deceitfulnefi of fits 


dernefs in the courfe of forty Ficecdiny years. 
Therefore I was angry with that perverle gene- 
ration, and faid they always do and will err 
in [their] hearts, through their own obftinacy 
and folly, and they have not known my ways, 
nor paid any paid any regard to the cleareft dif- 
covéries of my will and defign ; So that af- 
ter repeated abufes of my patience and long- 
fuffering, J fware in my wrath, and folemn- 
ly declared by my own holy and majeftick 
name, that they foould never enter into my refi"; 


ro Wherefore 1 
was grieved with that 
generation, and faid, 
They do alway err in 
their hearts; and 
they have not known 
my ways. 

1x So I fware in 
my wrath, They fhall 
not enter into my 


e 
aClt, ~ 


but that the carcafes of all that came adult out . 


of Egypt, fhall fall in the wildernefs, and that 
generation of men be totally confumed. How 


awful a determination, after all the hopes which 


fuch fignal deliverances had concurred to in- 
{pire! See to it therefore, brethren, left there 
ever be in any of you a wicked heart of unbelief, in 
apoftatizing from him who {till wears the fame 
omnipotent terrors, and continues, and will ever 
continue, the living and true God, to whom you 
profefs fo great a regard, and from whom you 
will indeed revolt, if you give up the religion of 
Chrift Jefus his Son. You are furrounded 
with many temptations to do this; dut exhort 
one another daily, while you are under this dif- 
penfation of grace, whil? it ts called to-day i, 
and thedeferved judgments of God are fufpend- 


ed, that no one of you may by infenfible degrees 


ahd artful infinuations, be hardened through the 
deceitfulne/s of fin, and its fallacious advances on 
the mind; whereby if you are not refolutely on 
your guard, you may be feduced finally to for- 
feit the invaluable bleflings, which are fo free- 
ly offered, and which have fo long been fet be- 
fore you. 


rz ‘Take heed, bre- 
thren, left there be 
in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the 
living God. 

\ 


¥3 But exhort one 
another daily while 
it is called, To-day ; 
left any of: you be 
hardened through the 
deceitfulnefs of fin. 
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W E are partakers of this heavenly calling, and to us are the 
meflages of mercy addreffed: let us therefore hear with re- 
verence and obedience, the admonitions. of the word of God. 


NO, TB ase 

h My reff.) Canaan is fo called, as 
they chee repofed themfelves after the la- 
bours of a long war, as well as the fatigues 
of a tedious march + : “and perhaps as enter- 
ing upon a courfe of ftated worthip, it 


Ps 


Let 


might appear as a kind of bbe beeping 

i Whilft it is called to-day.) 1’ Enfant 
thinks this refers to that patience which 
God {till exercifes towards a nation foon 
to be overwhelmed with his judgments. 


Reflections on the fuperiority of Chrift to Mofes. 25 
Let,us behold with veneration and delight, the Son of God'be- Suc7r! 
coming the Meffenger of his Father’s love, andthe High Prief of . >: 
cur Chriftian profeffion. He is the great Prophet too, whom God var 
hath raifed up unto us like Mofes, in many refpects; but O how 6 
far fuperior to him! More completely faithful to him, who hath 4 
appointed him; faithful as a Son in his own hou/fe. 

The world is an edifice raifed by Chrifi: the church is the 
houfe in which he delights. to refide. Let both be confidered in 
this important view. ‘The Divine perfeCtions of the great Archi- 
tect are indeed illuftrioufly difplayed in the conftru€tion and con- 
ftitution of this vifible world. Does the meaneft houfe or cottage 
declare itfelf to be the work of fome intelligent agent? And does 
it not much more evidently appear, that this commodious and 
magnificent /iruciure muft have been planned and reared by pro- 
portionable wifdom, grandeur, and power? 

It is the work of Chriff ; and let it often be devoutly furveyed 
and contemplated:in this view; and from thence let us infer his 
Divine glories, and read in them his matchlefs condefcenfions. 
Let us learn with how much fecurity and delight we may.com- 
mit our immortal fouls to him who frretched out the heavens, and 
laid the foundations of the earth, and fhall-endure the fame when 
they fhall be diffolved and perifh. Let us view him alfo as the 
Lord of the church; and confider the fabric of grace as raifed to 
his honour; that in that as his temple, every one might [peak of 
bis glory; and let all the churches, and every member of each, 6 
make it their faithful care to honour him more and more. 

In this view may we hold faft the confidence, and rejoicing of 
our hope, fedfaft unto the end, and never fuffer any one to take 
our crown, or terrify, or allure us, from that faithful fubjection of 
foul to Chrift, which his perfe€tions and our obligations to him ,, 
concur to demand.. Who of us can fay, he is beyond all danger ,, 
of being enfnared by an evil heart of unbelief, of being hardened 
through the deceitfulne/s of fin? Let us then, in compliance with 
fo falutary and neceflary an exhortation, redouble our guard; let 
us watch over ourfelves and each other; exhorting one another 
daily, while it is called to-day, and charging our fouls by the aw- 
ful authority of the living God, that atter having approached fo 
near him, that after having fo folemnly profefied to devote our- 
felves to him, nothing may ever prevail upon us deliberately and 
wickedly to depart from him. 
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They foould hold their confidence ftedfaft unto the end 


Side Cush IV. 


The apoftle goes on to repeat the caution he had given againft unbe- 


lief, as what would prevent their entering into 


refi: an expref= 


fion which he fhews to refer to fomething much nobler than that 


reft which the Fews enjoyed in Ganaan, even 
cred days, and in their moft profperous ages. 
TV 11. : 


Heerews Ill: 14. 

I Give you fuch cautions to guard againft the 

deceitfulnefs of fin, and an evil heart of un- 
belief, becaufe I know your higheft interefts are 
concerned; for we are made partakers of the 
grace and mercy of Chriff, and admitted by him 
into the family of God, if we hold faft the be= 
ginning of our confidence in him as our great Sa- 
viour, /fedfaft unto the end of our lives, what- 
ever difficulties and oppofitions may arife. Let 
us therefore be ftrenuous and inceflant in this 
care; forafmuch as it is faid * in the paflage 
Ihave quoted above, To-day, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts, as they did in the 
provocation which was offered to God in the 
wildernefs. For fome of them who heard fo ma- 
ny Divine meflages folemnly declared, and the 
law fpoken by the very mouth of God himfelf 
from mount Sinai, provoked [him] to indigna- 
tion; but not all they who came out of Egypt by 
Moefes ©: there was a remnant then °‘, as there 


now 
Ni Omari huss 


on their moft fa- 
Heb. Ill. 14.--- 


Hesrews Ill. 14: 


OR we are made 

partakers of Chrift; 

if we hold the begin- 

ing of our confidence 

ftedfaft unto the end; 
a 


15 While it is faid; 
To-day, if ye will 
hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts, as 
in the provocation. 


) 


16 Forfome, when 
they had heard, did 
provoke: howbeit - 
not all that came out 
of Egypt by Mofes: 


a Forafmuch as it is faid.| The werds 
ev T@ AcyerGar are fomething ambiguous, 
and may either fignify, fora/much as it is 
foid, or while it is faid; and if the latter 
verfion be preferred, perhaps this rsth 
verfe may be conneéted with the 13%h, 
Exhort one another daily while it is called 


To-day, while it is faid, To-day if ye will , 


hear his woice: as if he had faid, The 
matter is of fo much importance, that it 
is not to be negleéted fo much as for a 
Jingle day, left the proper feafon fhould be 
flipt. But as ayers v, a different phrafe, 
was ufed for wii/e in the 13th) verfe, I 
judge the rendering I have given mot 
probable, and ventured it, in order to a- 
void’an inconvenient length, by dividing 
the /eflion as I have here done. , 


b But not all they who came out of E- 
gypt.| Mr Pyle gives ita different and 
remarkable interpretation, making the 
former part of the verfe am interrogation, 
Tho were they that when they heard, that 
is, heard the report of the fpies, (Numb. 
xiv.) did provoke him? Were not they all 
that came out of Egypt? And this he fup> 
pofes is a diftinét argument for perfeve- 
rance, taken from the infe€tious nature as 
well as pernicious confequences of infide- 
lity and apoftafy. But had this been the 
fenfe, I think w+ would have been ufed 
inftead of waa’ v efpecially as by this 
means the correfpondence with the 17th 
verfe would have been more evident. 

¢ ‘There was aremnant.] Jothua, Ca- 
Jeb, the women and children, and fome 

think, 


’ 


jor unbelief would prevent their entering into ref. 


7 But with whom 
was he grieved forty 
years? was it not 
with them that had 
finned, whofe car- 
éafes fell in the wil- 
dernefs ? : 


18 And td whom 
fware he that they 
fhould not enter into 
his reft, but to them 


that believed not ? 


19 So we fee that 
they could not enter 
in becaufé of unbe- 
lief, 


IV, 1. Let us there- 
fore fear, left a pro- 
mife being left us of 
éntering into his reft, 
any of you fhould 
feem to come fhort 
of it. 


2 For unto us was 
the gofpel preached, 
as 


; ' a é . 
think, fome of the Levites, were not in- 


now is, of believing and obedient fouls, to 
whom the promife of God fhall be accomplith- 
ed. — And by whom was he provoked by a long 
fucceflion of infidelity and folly for forty years ? 
[was it] not with thofe. who well-deferved that 
difpleafure ? with thofe who finned againtt 
him by fufpecting his prefence with them, after 
fo many amazing and unparalleled demonttra- 
tions of it, whofe carcafes according to his aw- 
ful prediction fell in the wildernefs during thofe 
years of wandering to which they were juftly 
doomed ? And was there any thing in this, 
that looks like a breach of promife on the part 
of the blefled God? Far from it.---To whom 
did he fwear that they Joould not enter into bis 
reft, but unto thofe who were fo obftinate and 
difobedient, as entirely to forfeit all claim. to his 
promife and favour? . And when we come to 
confider the caufe of that difobedience; we /ee 
that it was owing to a fecret infidelity with,re- 
gard to the Divine power, and goodnefs, either 
to preferve them in the wildernefs, or conduct 
them into Canaan. So that I may fay they 
could not pofhibly enter into the promifed reft, 
becaufe of unbelief: that was upon the whole, 
the evil that deftroyed them. Let us there- 
fore improve fo lawful a difpenfation of Provi- 
dence to our own inftrution, and fear 4, left a 
promife being now left [unto us] of entering into 
his moft happy and glorious reff, any of us ® 
J/bould even at any time, fo much as /eem like to 
come fhort [of it.] For we are made parta- 
hers of the good tidings € of the promifed reft, 

as 

Mes Mae eee se on 

ment. Péirce on Heb. iii. 12. mote 9. 


cluded in this fentence. Bifhop Fell men- 
tions this as an intimation, that @// fhall 
not apoftatife in the worft times. 

d Let us therefore fear.} The example, 
ds has often been obfetved, is moft fuit- 
able, being taken from their own ante/t- 
ors, the evil being the fame, namely, un- 
belief, the time refembling toe after the 
eftablifhment of a new conftitution, and 
the confequence the fame, the exclufion 
from felt. The fuperior dignity of 
Chrift above Mofts, and the duperior 
excellence of heaven above Canaan, 
greatly confirm the force of the argu- 

Vou. Vi. I 


D 


© Any of us.] Some copies read nuay, 
us, inftead of vuov, you; and their au- 
thority is evidently confirmed by the con- 
neftion. See Dr Mills in lec. 
£ Partakers of the good tidings.) Sol 
chtfé to render the word cunyyerrcevot. 
For, that we have the go/pel, (taking it 
for the meflage by Chrift,) at leaft as well 
as thefe people had in the wildernefs, and 
indeed a great deal more plainly, is fo 
evident, that it ray feem but a very Jow 
ferife of the words; and not worthy the 
wifdém and gravity ef the apg/#le to in- 
fert it. 
& We 


27 
SEcT. 
4. 
Uw 
Heb. 
II]. 173 
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IV. 1: 


4 


5 


The Fews entered not in fecdaye of unbelief. 


as they-alfo were. But the word of promife 
which they heard, did not profit them, as it might 
otherwife have done, in matters of the higheft 
importance, not being duly mixed and attemper- 
ed with faith in them that heard [it.] For 
we cordially believing & the gofpel, and faith- 
fully retaining it, are fo fecure of final happi- 
nefs, that it may with fome propriety be faid, 
we have already entered into reft; as he faid in 
the forecited, text, So J /ware in my wrath they 
Should not enter into my reft. And this may lead 
us farther to reflect on what is elfewhere faid 
concerning his works; as they were finifbed from 
the foundation of the world». For after Mo- 
fes had given us an account of the creation, he 
somewhere faith concerning the feventh ( day] thus, 
(Gen. Hi. 2. Exod. xxxi. 17.) And God refted 
the feventh day from all his works. And in 
this [place] which we have quoted, again he 


faith, [2 have fworn] they fball: not enter into 
_ my reft. Now this certainly implies, that when 


thefe words were. written, there was a reft of 
God, from which thefe finners fhould be ex- 
cluded, though they adtually dwelt in the land 
of Canaan, fecure under the protection of Da- 
vid, their viCtorious monarch, and enjoyed the 
repofe of God’s fabbath there. 

Seeing then it remaineth that fome muft enter 
into it, which is fpoken of in this fcripture as a 
certain thing, and they to whom the good tidings 
of reft were at firft declared, did not enter be- 
caufe of their unbelief, which you know was 
threatened with fuch punifhment ; He again 
determineth a certain day, marked out within 
certain limits and boundaries, in reference to 
which he urges their immediate attention and 
obedience to the manifeftation of the Divine 


will, /aying in that well-known compofition of 


, David, 
Ny O's Tain Se 


as well as unto them 
but tbe word preach- 
ed did not profit 
them, not being mix- 
ed with faith in them 
that heard iA 

3. For we which 
have believed do en~ 
ter into reft, as he faid, 
As I have {worn in 
my wrath, If they 
fhall enter into my 
re{t: although the 
works were finifhed 
from the foundation 
of the world. 


4 For he fpake in 
a certain place of the 
feventh day on this 
wife, And God did 
reft the feventh day 
from all his works. 

5 And in this 
place again, If they 
fhall enter into my 
reft. 


6 Seeing therefore 
it remaineth that 
fome muift enter there=- 
in, and they to whom 
it was firft preached, 
entered not in becaufe 
of unbelief: 

7 Again, he li- 
miteth a certain day, 
faying in David, 'To-~ 

day, 


& We believing have entered, &c.] Mr 
Peirce would render it, We believing enter 
into reft, that is, Faith is the way by 
which men muft expeét to enter into 
whatever reft God promifes in one age or 
another; and fo it appears neceflary that 
the word fhould be mixed with it. This, 
it muft be acknowledged, is a very pro- 
bable'and weighty fenfe. 


h His works finifhed from the foundation, 
&c.] Mr Peirce thinks the apo/i/e intends 
to lay in an anfwer to an objection which 
might arife againft the caution given, 
from their being entered into re/? already, 
that is, into the land of Canaan, where 
they celebrated the /2bbath, He therefore 
fhews that the words could neither extend 
to the one or the other of thefe refts. 

i If 


They fhould labour therefore not to fall in like manner. 


am, sis Jong. 8 David, of which we ‘have juft been {peaking, 
To-day if ye will heat This day, and that after fo long a time as had 
his voice, harden not Paffed after the reft of God at the creation men- 

your hearts. tioned above, as it is faid, This day, if ye will 
hear his voice at all, harden not your hearts. 
8 For if Jefus had Mow it is certain, as I hinted above, the reft 
given them reft, then here referred to, is not, and cannot be, inter- 
would he not after- Bete . 
ward have fpoken of Preted of the land of Canaan; for if Fo/bua i, 
another day. who introduced them thither, and fettled them 
there, had given them the great and. peaceful 

reft referred to, he would not fo long after that 

fettlement have /poken, as you fee in the days of 

David he does, concerning another day of trial, 

and another day of reft into which it was a fup- 

” 9 There remaineth POfable cafe that they might not enter. There- 
therefore a reft to fore it is very evident, that there remaineth a 
the people of God. ye for the people of God; which, when we 

-confider it in reference to that fabbatical reft-of 

which we have been fpeaking, may properly be 

called the celebration of a fabbath, which, blef- 

ro For he thatis fed be God, will be eternal. It may be thus 
entered into his reft, called with happy propriety, for be who hath en- 

be oe eo Be pried tered into this, his final and complete ref, of 
as God did from his, which we now fpeak, both alfo him/elf entirely 
ceafed from all the labours and fatigues of Ais 
works, as God refted from his own on that firft 


E . 


feventh day, which, in commemoration of it, « 


1x Let us labour was appointed facred to future ages. Let us 
therefore to enter in- therefore labour with all poflible diligence and 


to that reft, left Z 4 : 
a pa eee conitancy, to enter into that important and eter- 


fame example of un- nal reff, that no one may finally fall into ruin by 
belief. the fame example of difobedience, which hath un- 
done fo many thoufands already, and proved fo 
fatal. to Ifrael, in the inftance I have been hand- 


ling at large. 


TEMP OR 60 Ve Bg dh ES IN GET 
AN can be fo defirable as to partake of Chrift, and all the 


YY faving benefits, which believers receive in and by him, by 
virtue of that relation to which he condefcends to admit them. 
Let us feek this happinefs by perfevering faith, and holding faft 

the 
N 80) THES: j 

i If Fofrua.] So this proper name — k Remainethareft.] He here changes 

fhould be rendered; for Ines, Fefits, is the word xelavavors for cal Caticu@, to 


only the Greek manner of exprefling Fé- fignify its being entire and perfett, and 
jpua. like a fabbaih, 


Diz 


Chap, 
iil. 14. 


30 © Reflections on the cafe of the unbelieving Drachtes. 
SECT. the beginning of our confidence ftedfaft unto the end; bearing {till 


—<, in ouc minds the-melancholy example of the children of Lrael, 
Ver. 16 who though by fuch wonderful interpofitions led out of Egypt, 
were doomed by the Divine vengeance to die in the wilderne/s tor 
their unbelief. That obftructed their entrance into Canaan ; nor 
39 can we ever hope to partake of the /and of promife above, if we 
refign that faith, which is the fpring of every other Prace that is 
neceflary to prepare us for it. 
Let us take the alarm, and exercife that pious fear which fe 
well confifts with a cheerful hope in God, and committing our 
Chap. fouls to his fatherly care. We hear the word of falvation; \et us 
WW: t+ pray that- it may profit us; and for that purpofe, let us be often 
realizing to our minds its Divine authority, and thofe invifible 
9 objeéts which it opens upon us. It {peaks of a ref? remaining for 
the people of God; and O! how much nobler a ref, than that of 
€anaan, Our true 7of/bua leads us on, as the Captain of our fal- 
vation. He conquers all our fpiritual enemies by his invincible 
8 word, and will divide us an inheritance, an everlafting inheri- 
7 tance there, if weare faithful to the death. To-day, after fo long 
a time, are we {till called to purfue it: let us therefore give dili- 
gence, that we may enter: and let thofe /abbaths, which are in- 
ro ftituted in kind commemoration of God’s having refted on the fe- 
venth day from his ‘labours, and which are intended in fome de- 
- gree to anticipate the heavenly reff, be improved for this valuable 
purpofe. So fhall we ere long ref? from our works, as God did 
from his, and after the labours of thefe few mortal days, fhall en- 
joy immortal tranquillity and repofe: we fhall pafs a perpetual 
fabbath in thofe elevations of pure devotion, which the fublimeft 
moments of our moft facred and happy days here can teach us 
but imperfeétly to conceive, 


SE AG Rech ae. 


The apoftle inforces the caution he had before given, by awful views 
of the omnifcience of God, and animating reprefentations of the 
charaéier of Chrift, as our High Prieft ; of whofe Divine ap-- 
pointment, gracious adminifiration, and previous fuffering, he. 
goes on to di ifcourfey and promifes further illuftrations of fo im-- 
portant a topic. Heb. IV, 12, to the end; and V. 1,-+-14. 


Hesrews IV. 12. Hesrews IV. 32. 
AvING warned you againft the fatal ex- FOR the word of 
ample of unbelief, which we fee in God’s : God 


Tfrael of old, let me intreat you to dwell upon 
it, in, your moft ferious and attentive refleCtions. 
For 


_ Every creature is manifefted in the fight of God. 
God is quick and For the word of God*, which gives you this ac- 
powerful, and tharp- : : 
er than any two-ed- COUNt, as well as that glorious Perfon his effen- 
ged fword, piercing tial Word, by whom he manifefted himfelf to 
even to the dividing Vfrael in the wildernefs, [is] ftill Living and 
afunder of foul and : b 
a. and’ of the efficacious » and foarper than any two-edged 
joints and marrow, fword, piercing, in the acuteft manner that can 
and is a difcerner of be imagined, even to the feparating between the 
the thoughts and in- pt : SN Gs 5 
tents of theheart. /0uU/ and /pirit, therefpective principles of animal 
and rational life, and to the dividing the remo- 
teft and mott clofely connected parts of the body ; 
fo that it reaches to the joints and even to the 
marrow © contained in the bones. And, to 
{peak in lefs figurative terms, as he [is] an ex- 
aét difcerner of the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart, his word meets with the moft fecret pur- 
pofe, and exerts a Divine authority, in control- 
ling irregularities and diforders which no human 
x3 Neither isthere eye can penetrate. And it may well be fup- 
any creature that is pofed, that it fhould be fo; for there is no crea- 
not manifeft in his ; 3 i ; 
fight: but all things 4¢r@, which is not apparent and manifefted in 
are haked, and open- his prefence ; but all things [are] naked, and 
ed unto the eyes of Jaid bare 4 before the eyes of him to whom we 
him with whom we : . 
have to do. are to give an account. He difcerns them as 
the inwards of facrificed animals are difcerned, 
when their bodies are completely laid open, and 
therefore it will be altogether in vain to attempt 
a difguife before him. 
Now on this confideration, and becaufe the 
all-feeing God who is to be our final Judge, 
has 


74 Seeing then 
that 


NOP Ts Byres. 


a The word of God.} tis greatly de- 


bated among commentutors, whether this » 


is to be underftood of Chrift, or of the 
gypel and {eripture-revelation. 1 have 
endeavoured to give a hint of both fenfes 
in the paraphrafe; but efteeming the lat- 
ter preferable, have chicfly pointed that 
owt; and I believe any one verfed in the 
energy of feripture will think it a very 
fiitable and natural fenfe. 

b Living and efficacious.) Mr Peirce 
thinks there is an allufion here to the 
lightning by which they fell in the wilder- 
nefs, whom he had fo often and fo long 
been {peaking of. i 

© Soul and fpirit, joints and marrow. | 
There feems in this text an evident refe- 
tence to the dodtrine of two principles, 
galled fou] and /pirit, as the feats of ration- 
al and fenfitive life; to diffinguifh thefe 
feems to be fpoken of, as an inftance of 
the greateft penctration, Some have ex- 


plained it, as if he had faid, he is able at 
pleafure to give a mortal wound ; as when 
the marrow is feparated from the joints, 
or the foul from the fpirit, death enfues. 
But I rather think the ‘meaning of the lat- 
ter claufe is, he can divide the joints, and 
divide the marrow,’ that is, enter irrefift- 
ibly into the foul, and produce perhaps 
fome fentiment which it would not wil- 
lingly have received; and fometimes dif- 
cover and punifh fecret, as well as open 
wickednefs. 

d Naked, and laid bare.) It has been 
well obferved, that thefe twa words con- 
tain a graceful allufion to the cuftom in 
facrificing, of flaying off the fkin from.the 
vidtim, and cutting it open, whereby all 
the vitals and inwards are expofed to full 
view; as yuuv@ Giynifies what had no_co- 
ver, and releaxnrrcuev@ what had no 
concealment within. See Blackwall’s Sa- 
cred Glaffics, vol. L. p. 25%. 

© Every 


~ 
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3 

ct. has difplayed his mercy in directing our eyes 

‘_ to a Saviour, by whofe mediation we are to be 

Heb. delivered from the fiercenefs of his deferved 

IV. r4. vengeance; let us, I fay, by fuch powerful 

confiderations be awakened to have recourfe to 
him, and encouraged to confide in him, and 
to adhere to his caufe amidft all oppofition. 
Having therefore a great High Prieft, who hath 
paffed through the vail, and entered into the 
heavens, that he might there interceed with 
God for us, even Fefus the Son of God, let us 
hold faft [our] profefion of faith in him, and 
never fuffer the moft violent attack to wreft it 

1} from us. For we have not an high prieft 
incapable of fympathizing with cur infirmities, 
but on the contrary, [ene who] has a moft 
tender feeling of them, having deen himfelf 
tried in every refpect, in like manner, [with 
us, yet] without any degree of fin, or any ap- 
proach toward it, from which, amidft his feve- 

16 reft trials, he remained perfeétly free. Let 
us therefore, humbly confiding in his inter- 
ceflon, approach with freedom of fpeech to the 
throne of grace, te prefent our petitions, that 
we may receive that mercy which he hath been 
appointed to purchafe, and may find grace from 
that throne for our feafonable affifiance, accord- 
ing to our refpective neceflities. 

V. 1. © [fpeak of Chrift under the charafter of the 
great High Prieft with evident propriety, to 
which I hope you will attend; for every high 
pricft © taken from among men, as thofe of the 
Mofaic ritual are, is conftituted or chofen for 
the benefit of men, and fet ever things which 
relate to the fervice and honour of God, that 
he may offer both gifts and facrifices for fins in 

2 an acceptable manner. Being able to propor- 
tion his compaffion § to thofe that are ignorant, 
and wandering from the exa&t paths of God’s 
commandments, for whom alone, you know, 

fin- 
NORE Sass ) 


wu ™ 


Having an High Prieft of Divine apporntment ; 


that we havea great 
High Prieft, that is 
patied into the hea- 
vens, Jelus the Son 
of God, let us hold 
faft our profeffion. 


1s For we have 
not an_ high prieft 
which cannot be 
touched with the 
feeling of our infir- 
mities; but wasin all 
points tempted like 
as we are, yet with- 
out fin. 

16 Let us there- 
fore come boldly un- 
to the throne of 
grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help: in 
time of need. 


V. 1. For every 
high  prieft taken 
from among men, is 
ordained for men in 
things pertaining to 
God, that he may 
offer beth gifts and 
facrifices for fins : 


2 Who can have 
compaflion on. the 
ignorant, and on 
them that are out of 

the 


© Every high prieft.] All the follow- word, mereworadsry,. properly fignifies. 
ing difcourfe 1s intended to moderate their The ignorant and erroneous is here put, by 
repards forthe Levitical priefthood, and a ufual figure, for thofe who wander, or 
to give them more exalted notions of fin, through ignorance; the cafe in which 
Chrift, that they might be more refolute prie/fs, appointed by men, were to offer 


in adhering to him. facrifice for them. 
f Proportion his compajfion.] So the 


= Dit 


conflituted according to the érder of Melchizedec: 


the way: for that he 
himfelf alfo is com- 
pafied with infirmity: 
3 And by reafon 
hereof he ought, as 
for the people, fo al- 
fo for himielf, to of- 
fer for fins.. 
of his own. 
4 And no man ta- 
keth this honour un- 
to himfelf, but he 
that is called of God, 
as was Aaron, 


5 So alfo Chrift 


And this is fo awful an office, that no man 
who has any regard to duty or fafety, taketh it 
to himfelf ; but be only wears it, who is called of 
God for that purpofe, as 4aron [was.] 
Chrift alfo, we well know, did not glorify him- 


So 


glorified not himfelf Peiritg be made an high prieff ®; he did not afpire 


to be made an High 
Prieft; but he that 
faid unto him, Thou 
art my Son, to-day. 
have I begotten thee. 


6 Ashe faith alfo 
in another place, 
Thou art a Prieft for 


to, or feize upon this exalted office without a 
proper call ; but he raifed him to this confpicu- 
ous dignity, who faid unto him, in the place 
quoted and pleaded above, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee *. 
nother [ place,| which it will be proper to take 


As alfo in a- 


ever after theorderof Very particular notice of, (Pfal. cx. 4.) He faith 


Melchifedec. 


to him whom he had called to fit on his right- 


hand, Thou [art] a Prieft for ever according to 
the order of Melchifedec. 


4 Who in thedays 
of his flelh, when he 
had offered up pray- 
ersand fupplications, 
with ftrong crying 
and tears, unto him 
that was able to fave 
him from death, and 
was heard, in that he 
feared ; 


Such a prieft fhall we prefently fee our great 
Redeemer/to have been, even that compaffionate 
Saviour, who in the days of his flefb, and while 
he fojourned here amidit the infirmities and ca- 
lamities to which human nature is obnoxious, 
being affaulted with the utmoft violence by the 
powers of darknefs, offered repeated prayers and 
Jupplications, which were attended with hum- 


ble proftrations, a firong cry and flowing tears, 
to him who was able to fave him from death: 
and his fupplications were not in vain; for tho’ 
his heavenly Father did not think fit to exert 
that power in his total deliverance; yet he was 
heard in being delivered from that which he par- 
ticularly feared ‘, and which threw him into fuch 


an 


Wee Oly aah sibs 


& Did not glorify bimfelf, &c.] He did 
not aflume the mediatorial office without a 
Divine authority, nor affect to appear be- 
fore his time in the pomp and fplendor 
of it. 
bh This day have I begotten thee.} This 

will by no means prove he was not a 
High Prief before his refurreftion from 
the dead: and indeed if it fignifies that 
his priefthood is to be dated only from 


the day of his re/urrettion, not to men- 
tion the other abfurdities of that fuppofi- 
tion, it would, contrary to the judgment 
of thofe who bring it in this view, prove, 
that Chrift was a Prieft while he was wpon 
earth, that is, during the period between 
his refurrection and afcenfion. 

i From that which he particularly fear- 
ed.] So I choi to render and explain 
the words; though Bifhop Fell and ion 

othexs, 


4 


» 
2 


6 


33 


fin-offerings are provided ; becaufe he him- Scr. 
Self alfo is incident to infirmity. 
this reafon, it is neceffary that he fbould offer seb. 
an appointed expiatory facrifice for fins on his V-3- 
own account, as well as for the people, and fhould 
make way for their fin-offering by the prefentation 


And for . 5: 


34 


And the author of falvation to them that obey him. 


‘ 


Sect. an agony in the garden, that he fweat drops of . 


5: 


Heb. 
V.8. 


9 by a feries of painful difcipline. 


10 


II 


i2 


blood. _It is indeed.a wonderful, but at the 
fame time, a very inftructive difpenfation, and 
therefore worthy of our deep confideration and 
reflection; that tho’ he were a Son, yet he learn- 
ed obedience * by the things which he Suffered, 
and was trained up for more eminent fervices 
And being 
thus confecrated to God ! by his own blood, in 
virtue of which he was inftalled in his prieftly 
office, he became the author of eternal falvation 
to all them that obey him; to all that pra€tically 
own his authority, as well as profefs a depen- 
dence on his grace; being, as we obferved be- 
fore, Called and denominated of God an 
High Prieft according to the order of Melchifedec: 
Concerning whom by the way, iteis neceflary that 
before we difmifs this argument, we /peak, ha- 
ving much difcourfe, and {ome of it perhaps hard 
to be underftood; not fo much from the difficulty 
of the thing itfelf, as becaufe you are flow and 
fluggifo of hearing, and your minds are not 
awakened to that attention to thefe things which 
might reafonably be expected from you: 
and efpecially, as you are much prejudifed .a- 
gainft every thing which may feem to leffen the 
glory of the Levitical priefthood : For in- 
deed, whereas you ought for the time that you 
have been under the inftructions of the gofpel, 
to have been qualified to be teachers of others, 
you are fo attached to Jewifh ceremonies and 
forms, that ye have need again that one fbould 

lead 

Ne - Oo. ME Or 


8 Though he were 
a Son, yet learned he 
obedience, by the 
things which he {uf- 
fered ; 


9 Andbeing made 
perfect, he became 
the author of eternal 
falvation unto all 
them that obey him § 


1o Called of God 
an High Prieft after: 


_the order of Melchi-= 


fedec. 

11 Of whom we 
have many things to 
fay, and hard to be 
uttered, fecing ye are 
dull of hearing. 


az For when foe 
the time ye ought to 

be teachers, ye have ~ 
need that one teach 
you 


others, taking eurxw€ex for a religious re~ 
verence of God, (compare chap. xii. 28. 
iitterpret it, as if it had been faid, that 
his piety rendered his prayer acceptable. 
Dr Whitby has faid fo much to confute 
this fenfe, and eftablifh the rendering in 
the paraphrafe, that I need not add more, 
but refer to the nofe on Luke xxii. 42. 
(vol. EI. p. 433. note h,) fora further il- 
luftration of the general interpretation here 
given to this fext. 

& Learned obedience.| He found he 
muft fuffer, and by one degree of fuffer- 
ing was better fitted for another. As 
Chrifts human foul advanced gradually 
in knowledge, fo alfo in the perfection of 
virtue, though always free from any de- 


filement of fin; and his patient atid cheei~ 
ful fubmiffion was improved by every 
trial——But Dr Whitby would render it, 
he taught obedience to others by it. 

1 Being made perfet.| Archbifhop Til- 
lotfon would tranflate it, having attained 
the end of his race through fufferings, that is, 
paft through fafferings in his way to con- 
fummate glory. (Compare John xix. 30. 
Luke ulti: 32. Heb. il. ro,))) Bat Dr 
Fackfon would render it, being confecrated, 
and is large in fhewing how Chrift might 
be faid to be confecrated to his prieftly of- 
fice by his paflion. Compare chap. vii. 
28.li, 10. See Dr Fack/on’s Works, Tom. 
ii, Book ix. p. 943, &c. and Dr Owen on 
chap. ii, ro, 

m Word 


Reflechions on the tenderne/s of Chrift at our High Prieft. 35. 
you again which be Jead you back as it were to fome of the farft prin- Sec. 
the fir{t principles of —. Sar : 5 
the oracles of God; Ciples of religion, relating to the ends and pur- 5 
and are become fuch pofes of Chrift’s death, and teach you what [are] Heb. 
eae teal anes the firft initial elements of the: Divine oracles; {o V-** 
nye! MS that you may feem to be in a ftate of infancy as 

to thefe things, and are become perfons who have 
. need of milk, and not of jtrong food, fuch as fuits 
13 For every one a manly age and robuft conititution, Fort 30\ 
that utcth milk, is eyery one who partaketh ky and fubfitts or 
unfkilful in the word ini ‘ Se teth of eins ds 8 gee ice 
of righteoufnefs: for that, without being able to digeft ftrong food, 
he isa babe. > [is] to be confidered as un/fkilful in the word of 
righteoufnefs ™, that is in the gofpel, which di- 
rects'us in the true way to juttification by the " 
blood and righteoufnefs of the great Redeemer ; 
for he is yet but an infant, and a compaflionate 
regard muift be paid to him under this view, in 
hope that he may hereafter attain to a fuperior 
14 But ftrong meat ftature, and more vigorous age. But firong t4 
_ belongeth to them food belongs to full-grown men; who by long ule 
that are of full age, é : Aa C 
even thofe who by and habit, 4ave [their] fenfes exercifed, to as 
reafon of ufé have to be able readily to di/tingui/b between both good. 
their fenfes exercifed G54 pyi]; which if they cannot, there may in- 
to difcern both goo RLV: 
deed be danger of being impofed upon by that 
which would be unwholfome to their fouls; 
though adminiftred under the pretence of being 
. fit to nourifh them, and adapted to perfons of 


moft eminent attainments: 


and evil. 


T° DE OP PRA OPO ROM BON fs 


M4* we all experience more of the efficacy of the Divine Chap, 
,word upon our hearts. May we all be more and more iv..12. 
thoughtful of the account we are to give up of ourfelves to God; 

and of that perfect difcerning which he has not only of our ae- 
tions, but the fecrets of our hearts; that we may never go about #3 
to conceal any thing from him, before whotn ali things are naked 

and open. ' 

When we confider how many evils this all-penetrating eye 
hath difcerned there, let it teach us to rejoice in that compaffionate 14 
High Prieft, who hath undertaken our caufe ; which could never 
fucceed in any other hand. And let it embolden our petitions in 


humble expectation, that we fhall not only receive that mercy, 
| with- 
NypnOG ieee. : 
in Word of righteoufnefs.) "This phrafe the epiftle to the Romans and Galatians; 
Mr Peirce explains by referting to the which thefe Hebrews might feem to over- 
paflages of the Old Teftament, which look. L’Enfant explains them much in 
fpeak of juftification by faith, quoted in | the fame fente, 
VOoLeVvek I E 


35 
SECT. 
5. 
Lard 
Ver. 16 

rg 


Chap. 


EL Ex 


The apoftle would difmifs the firft principles of Chrift, 
without which we perifh, but grace to ftrengthen and help us in 
proportion to all our neceffities. And when preffed with temp- 
tations, let it revive us to recollect, that Fe was in all points 
tempted as we are, fo far as it was confiftent with the perfect inno- 
cence which his office required, and which always gained new 
luftre by every attempt of the enemy to obfcure and pollute it. 

Let inferior miniffers in God’s fanétuary, learn to imitate him; 
and being themfelves compaffed with fo many infirmities, have 
compaffion on the ignerant, and on them that are out of the way. 
And under a fenfe of our common weaknefs, let us all be earneft 
in our applications to the throne of grace tor help. If Chrift him- 
felf, in the days of his flefb, poured out fupplications with ftrong 
crying aud tears, let none of us imagine we can be fafe in the 
neglect of prayer, or that -we are ever to defpond im any circum- 
ftances which leave room for devout ejaculations to God. © Still 
he lives, who is able to fave from death, and who can alfo hear 
us in that which we fear. 

' Let us wifely prepare for affi@tions. If Chri/t, though a Sony 
learned obedience by fufferings, how much more do we need the 
falutary leffons they teach. But let no fufferings prevent our ad- 
hering to him, who being con/ecrated by them to fo high an of- 
fice, is become the author of falvation, of eternal falvation,. to his. 
faithful followers. Let it ever be remembered, that it is to them. 
that obey him, that this falvation is promifed: may we be found 
in their number; and being entered as obedient di/ciples into his 
{chool, may we become profcients there; not fuch dul/ and for- 
getful {cholars, as need to be led baek daily to the fir? elements 


‘and firlt principles of the Divine oracles, not babes in Cheifl, and 


14 


unfeilful in the word o frighteoufne/s ; but fuch as having our /en/es 
fpiritually exercifed to difcern good and evil, may be capable of 


receiving and digefting rong meat, and may thereby grow ftrong- _ 
er and {tronger. 


oy 


Sere! OR Sh Yl Vi. 


The apoftle declares his refolution of advancing to fublimer truths 
without dwelling farther upon the firft principles, for the fake of 
thofe who might have apoftatifed from Chriftianity; and whofe 
cafe he reprefents as very hopele/s. Heb. VI. 1,---9. 


< Heevrews VI. 1. Hesrews Vi re 
Ww have had reafon to complain, that too TT HERE FORE, 
many of you are but in an infant-ftate; lea 


yet I know, that as I intimated before, there are 
fome among you, who can bear ftronger food 
than the ftate of babes will admit: to fuch I 

would 


that he might lead them on to perfection : 2% 
would fhew fome regard. Di/mifiing therefore Secv. 
any farther di/courfe on the firtt principles [of the . *: 
doctrine] of Chrift*, let us be carried on to per- Heb. 
fetion, and purfue more eminent degrees of im- VI. 1. 
provement in it, and more advanced and ele- 

vated knowledge; not laying again the firit foun- 
dation of Chrittianity, by inculcating the well- 
known neceflity of repentance from dead works, 

from the practices of thofe who are dead in fin, 

and whereby the foul is defiled, as the prietts of | 

God were by the touch of a dead body; nor in- 
fifting on the importance of faith in the one li- 

ving and true God, as the univerfal Lord of all; 

Nor leading you back to the doérine of bap- 2 
ti/ms®, thofe inftituted underthe Mofaic difpen- 
fation to inculcate moral purity on all whe 
would draw near to God with acceptance; or 
that appointed by Chrift, as the rite by which 


- Meaving the princi- 
ples of the doérine 
of Chrift, let us go 
on unto perfection ; 
not laying again the 
foundation of repent- 
ance from dead 
werks, and of faith 
towards God, 


2z Ofthe doétrine 
of baptifms, and of 
dayiug on of hands, 
and 


we enter into his church. 


And we will not now 


treat of the impofition of hands *, by which the 


2 Firft principles.) Mr Peirce under- 
Wands all that follows as referring to the 
Jewith do@rines, which might be confi- 
‘dered as the elements of the Chriftian. 
Repentance from dead works, that is, from 
fin, was a Jewith doétrine, and he thinks 
it had a peculiar reference to that folemn 
and public repentance on the day of a- 
tonement. Faith towards God, he confi- 
ders as without any regard to the Meffiah. 
The bapti/ms he takes for the Fewi/h wash- 
ings, obferving that Bawlicgeos in the phit- 
ral number is never ufed in any other 
dente. Laying on of hands, he takes for 
the rite that attended facrifices; and ima- 
gines that the rejurreétion of the dead, and 
eternal judgment, are either to be under- 
ftood as principles common to Judaifm 
and Chriftianity, or rather peculiar to the 
former; in which view, the fefurreclion of 
the dead refers either to the refurredion 
of particular perfons under the Old Tefta- 
ment, in confirmation of the Divine mif 
fion of the prophets, (which might in the 
nature of things render the doétrine of 
Chriit’s  refurre€tion more credible to 
thofe who believed thefe,) or the refur- 
rection of the Jewilh people from Egypt, 
or deliverance from any other great extre- 
mity. Compare Ifa. xxvi.. 19. Ezck. 
XxXxXvii. 11, 12. And the latter, that is, 
eternal judgment, he thinks may be ex- 
plained of dreadful judgments inflicted of 


£2 


Spirit 


NiO Hos: 


old, as upon the finners of the old world, 
the inhabitants of Sodom, &c. I thought 
it not improper to propofe fo remarkable 
an interpretation, but notfecingany reafon 
for confining feveral of the claufes to fo 
contraéted a fenfe, I have taken them in 
a much larger extent. 

6 Ofbeptifms.| Lord Barrington under- 
ftands this ef the baptifm of water, and 
the effufion of the Holy Spirit, by which 


the fir{t-difciples among the Jews, and the ~ 


firft converts among the devout and ido- 
latrous Gentiles were initiated. He alfo 
explains the Jaying on of hands, as refer- 
ring to the immediate communication of 
Spiritual gifts by means of the apojtles. 
‘Thefe he thinks were firft principles, as 
baptifm was the firft entrance into the 
church, and Jaying on of hands, the great 
evidence of it, as faith and repentance ave 
the fubf{tance of Chriftianity, and a refur- 
rettion and eternal judgment the great mo- 
tives leading men to embrace it. Bar, 
Mic. Eff, UW. p. 116. : 

€ The impojition of hands.) ‘This an- 
fwered fuch great purpofes in the Chrifti- 
an church, as the appointed method of 
communicating important gifts, thac it 
might well be mentioned among firj? priu- 
cipless—But it is by a very precarious 
confequence, that any can inter from 
hence the wxiverfal obligaticn of this 
rite, in admitting perfons into full church- 
meme 


38 For if they fell away, after having bedi enlightened, 


ges Spirit hath been communicated to thofe that: meee poet ire sid 
' have -embraced the! gofpel; and of the refurrec- algae oe 

Heb. tion of the dead, which though not fo clearly  ° 

Viz. and fully revealed, was afluredly believed by 
the Jewith church before our Lord’s appearance ; 
and of eternal judgment, when the whole world 
fhall be convened before Chrift, and each of its 
inhabitants fixed by his final fentence in an un- 
alterable eternity. 

3 Thefe are indeed important doctrines, and it 
will become you conftantly to bear them in 
mind. But while lam addrefling you at’ pre- 
fent, it may-be more profitable for me to lead _ 
you into fome higher improvements in Chriftian 
knowledge, and to build fome farther Divine 

_inftyuction upon thefe fure and folid foundations. 

And this we will doy if God permit ; if God may 
affift’ us’ in oo ora it, and this letter reach — 
you, as I truft it will, while you continue your 
adherence to the Chriftian faith. 

4. As for thofe who feem to have for cot thefe 
facred principles, and put the greateft flight up- 
on them, by renouncing our holy religion, I 
give them up.as perfons from whom I have no. 
farther expectations 3 for [it is] ina manner im- 
poffile 4 to fucceed in any charitable endeavour 

“with regard to thofe who have once been enligh- 
tened with the knowledge of fuch glorious truths ° 
as are effential to Chriftianity, and have tafted 
of ihe heaverly gift which our exalted Redeem- 
er hath fhed down upon us, and have been made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoft * in his miraculous : 

and $ 


3 And this will we © 
do, if God permit. 


4 For it is impoffi- 
ble for thofe who 
were once enlighten- 
ed, and have tafted 
of the heavenly gift, 
and were made par- 
takers of the Holy 
Ghoft, 


N&O Tees: 


“memberfrip, or even to the minifiry. See 
Peirce’s Vindicat. -p: ‘463. 
(1) "a: For it is impoffible.] . This text'-has 
heen the fubjeét of great debate, which I 
muft not by any means enter into here. 
Compare Limb. Theol. 5. Ixxxiv. 16,—19. 
Baxter's Works, vol. V1. p. 305.—As to 
the phrafe en/ightened, it is certain, the anci- 
ent fathers early ufed it to exprefs baptifm. 
But in this view I much queftion the pro- 
priety of the phrafe, and think that i//u- 
mination, as well as regeneration, in the 
moft important and feriptural fenfe of the 
words, were regularly to precede the ad- 
miniftration of that ordinance. .And I 
think that what the Papifts, and fome too 
ready to follow them, have taught of an 


extraordinary illumination following. the 
adminiftration of the ordinance of bap- 
tifm, is very enthufiaftical, and abfolutely 
deftitute of proof. 

€ Heavenly gift—pariakers of the Holy 
Ghoft.] ‘Though by heavenly gift, Arch- 
bifhop Tillotfon (vol. Ih.~p 485.) under- 
ftands remiffion of fi fin, urgmg Rom. v. 1S, 
—18. in proof of it; and diftinguifhes it 


from the Corvnmunieebes of the Holy. 


Ghoft, and this too, as he ventures to ai- 
fert, in its fan€tifying power and influ. 


ence; T fee no neceflity for making fuch ~ 


a diftinétion, or extending in this place 
the energy of the Spirit beyond his extra- 
ordinary gifts. Bithop Hopkins quotes 
Aéts viii 15. Cwhich he thinks mnft in- 


P clude 


é 


their cafe would be deplorable and de/perate: 


— .» 5 And have tafted 
the good word of 


39 


and amazing communications, And have SEc%- 
6. 


God, and the powers 


_ efthe world tocome; 


6 If they fhall fall 
away, to renew them 
again unto repent- 
ance: feeing they 
crucify to themfelves 
the Son ‘of God a- 
frefh, and put him to 
an open fhame. 


elude Simon’ Magus,) as a proof, that 
unregenerate men might receive the Holy 
Hopkins Works, p.: 520. 


Ghoft. 


tafied by fome affectionate impreffions on their 
minds, the efficacy of the good word of God, and 
felt. fomething of the powers of the world to 
come fy.awakening in them a conviGtion of fin, 
and fome defires after holinefs, and refolutions 
in favour of it : I fay, that as for fuch per- 
fons, if, after all this, they totally fall away * 
from Chriftianity, their cafe is in a manner def- 
perate, and it is impoflible again to renew the 
good impreflions made on them, fo as to bring 
them back to repentance, and to recover them toa 
fenfe of duty; /ince they reject the ftrongett evi- 
dence that can be conceived, and do, as it were, 
by this apoftafy and blafphemy of theirs, fo far as, 
in them lies, crucify to them/elves the Son of God 
again", and make an open example [of him :] by 
renouncing that Divine doctrine which hath been 
{fo glorioufly demonftrated to them, they do in 
effect declare they look on Jefus as an impoftor, 
who deferved what he met with; and they feem 
to afcribe the miraculous energy of the Spirit to 
fome diabolical agency: which Chrift himfelf 
reprefented as the fin that fhould never be for- 
given, (Compare Mat. xii. 30, 31.) 

We 

Nin Oop tS: 

8. If they totally fall away.] It is cer- 


tain the words, fall away, muft be under- 
{tood thus: or it would prove, contrary 


« f:Dhe powers of. the world to come.] 
This phrafe is ambiguous. Some under- 
ftand it of thofe miraculous powers with 
which the gofpel-age, (called the world to 
come elfewhere, and particularly chap, ii, 
'5.) fhould be attended.—But if the pre- 
ceding claufe be explained as above, it 
will diverfify the fenfe more, to under- 
ftand this of impreffions made relating to 
the importance of a future fiate. .And as 
we fo often read of this world and the pre- 
fent world; the invifible ftate into which 
we pafs by death, may certainly with 
great propriety be exprefled by the phrafe 
of ihe world to come ; as indced that is its 
common fignification. But if any on the 
whole think it is more reafonable to inter- 
pret this claufe in the former fenfe, and 
fo will underftand the other claufes, as 
explained in the former part of nofe ©, it 
muft be obferved that the apo/?le, in thus 
giving judgment upon the cafe, if it 
fhould happen, does not declare that it 
actually does. 


to the plaineft fa€t, that it is impoffible 
to recover Chriftians who have fallen into 
great and wilful fins. 

h Crucify to themfelves, &c.] Some 
would interpret it, fo faras in them hes they 
do it, that is they pour all the contempt up- 
on Chrift in their power, and offer all the 
injury to him they can; and were he upon 
earth, and fubjeé to the violence he once 
fuffered, they would treat him as his 
worft enemies did.—It feems to me that 
the apojile here gives up apo/fates, as hope- 
lefs in the general, in order to fortify 
Chriftians againft the great danger to 
which they were expofed. But I think it 
cannot be inferred from hence, that, in 
ages where the evidence of Chriftianity 
might be lefs plainly demonffrative, thofe 
who had fallen into this crime with cir- 
cumftances lefs aggravated, and profefled 
repentance, were never to be received to 
the peace of the church any more; as the, 
donatifis fappofed, and on this text found~ 
ed their inexorably rigorous difcipline. 

i Dry 


Heb. 
VI. 5. 
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een 


* #feb. 
VI. 7. 


8 


VYer.1,2 


And they like barren earth, nigh unto curfing. 


We will therefore, without any farther efforts 
for the recovery of fuch, leave them to the aw- 
ful fentence which he hath pronounced upon 
them. For whereas the earth that drinketh in 
the rain, which often cometh upon it, and pro- 
duceth herbage fit for them by say it 15 culti- 
vated, partaketh of the Divine blefing, and 
wears a pleafant and delightful face; fo fhall 
thofe fouls, who improve gofpel-ordinances and 
Chriftian knowledge, fo as to produce the fruits 
of holinefs, be favourably accepted of God, and 
feel a Divine joy in themlelves. But as that 
ground which bringeth forth only thorns and 
briars, under the fame cultivation, and the fame 
refrefhing fhowers, [is] rejected ’as utterly ufe- 
lefs ; fo likewife fhali the unfruitful foul, be de- 
ferted by God in righteous difpleafure, and is 
near to that dreadful hour, when @ curfe hall 
come upon it never to be revoked. And as fuch 
a barren foil, who/e cafe we have been defcribing, 
is at laft burnt up by the violent heat of the fun, 
and becomes dry heath i5 fo the end of fuch an 
unhappy creature [/ball be] everlafting burning, 
in that miferable world, where all the means of 
grace and influences of the Spirit of God fhall 
be for ever withdrawn, and the foul fhall be 
given up to incurable wickednefs, and eternal 
anguifh, Such is the cafe of thefe wretched 
apoftates: but I will enlarge no farther on this 
awful fubjeét; for we are perfuaded there is 
room to hope much better things of you, my 
beloved bretiren, even things that accompany 


falvation, and do, as it were, bring it along 


with them: we have this cheerful expeCtation 
concerning you, though we think ourfelves o- 
bliged thus to /peak 3 that nothing in our power 
may be wanting to guard you againfk the great- 


elt danger. 


4 Foy the earth 
which drinketh in 
the rain that cometh 
oft upon it, and 
bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them by 
whom it is drefled, 
receiveth bleffing 
from God: 


8 But that which 
beareth therns and 
briers is rejeéted, and 
is nigh unto curling ; 
whoie end is to be 
burned. ‘ 


9 But, beloved, . 
we are perfuaded bet~ 
ter things of you, 
and things that ac- 
company falvation, 
though we thus 
{peak 


YAN MT he cr Met imi sia AU ots QB tN (3 
N every refpe&t, both with regard to knowledge and pra¢tice, 


let us go on to perfection ; 


and if we cannot attain to it, let us 


rife as near it as we can! For this purpofe, as Chriftians, let us 


No) es 
i Dry heath.] Heath is the emblem of the curfed man. 
Dr Whitby in loc. 


Jerem, xvii. 5, 4. 


remem- 


See 


/ 


Reflections on the danger of apoftaly. 


. 44 


remember what foundation has been already laid, of repentance S®¢7- 


and faith, of bapti/m, of a refurreétion, and a future judgment ; 
a judgment, eternal in its confequences, and therefore infinitely 
important. And let us remember, that as the building, in its 
higheft advances, refts upon the foundation, and owes its ftability 
to its union with it; fo in like manner does our progrefs and 
advance in Chriftian piety ftand in a near connection with our 
retaining the/e truths, though we by no means confine ourfelves 
to them. 

It is by a continual care to improve in them, that we fhall 
moft happily efeape the danger, the dreadful danger of apofta/y, 


_ to which we may otherwife be expofed. And O! let the awful 


paffage before us be duly attended to in this view! Let us not 
refit in any enlightening we may have received, in any tafe we 
may have had of the deavenly gift, of the good word of God, or 
the powers of the world to come; nor in any operation of the 
Spirit of God upon our minds, to form them to the moft fplendid 
talents, and qualify us for the moft pompous external fervices. 
Men may have all thefe, and yet fall away, and their guilt be- 


come more aggravated: they may injure the Redeemer fo much ° 


the more in proportion to all they have known of him; and in- 
deed will be capable of wounding him the deeper by their apoitafy, 
and of expofing him to greater infamy. Let us daily pray to be 


delivered trom fo great an evil! We are not left to be like a 


barren wildernefs ; the rain from on high comes often upon us, 
and we enjoy the choiceft cultivation: may we bring forth fruits 
meet for him by whom we are dreffed, the genuine fruits of prac- 
tical, vital religion. So fhall we receive a blefing from God, 
and flourifh more and more, till we are tranfplanted to the para- 
dife above. 

But as for thofe unhappy creatures who {till continue to bring 
forth briars and thorns, let them dread that final resection which 
will be the portion of thofe who perfift in abufing the Divine 
goodnefs; let them dread the cur/e, the awful, the irrecoverable 
curfe, to be pronounced on fuch ; let them dread the everlafting 
dearth with which their fouls fhall be parched, when ordinances, 
when ‘the workings of the Spirit of God, when the common 
comforts and fupports of this mortal animal life, fhall be no more. 
Gladly do the minifters of Chrif? entertain better hopes concern- 
ing thofe committed to their care, while yet there is room for 


hope, though faithfulnefs to God, and to the fouls of men, 


obliges them to /peak in the language of fuch cautions as thefe. 
May Divine grace apply it to thofe who are particularly concern- 
ed in it, and plant what hath hitherto been a barren and abandon- 
ed defart, with fuch fruits. of holine/s, as may transform it into 
the garden of the Lord. 

4 Dt Eres es 


Land 


Ver. 4 


42 But God would never forget the labours of bis faith : 


/ 
SECT. 

>» J 
lawns 


II portunity, to the neceflities of the faints. 
we heartily wi/b that this temper were as uni- 
verfal as it is commendable where it prevails ; 
fo that every one of you, into whofe hands this 
epiftle may come, might /hew the fame diligence, 


12 


13 
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Vil. 


Addreffing himfelf to fincere believers, the apoftle comforts them 
with a view of the goodne/s of God, and his fidelity to thofe facred 
engagements into which he hath condefcended to enter ; the 
performance of which is farther fealed by the entrance of Chrift 


into heaven as our Forerunner. 


prefled. 


Hesrews VI. to. 

Just now mentioned my hopes of your com- 
plete falvation ; and J have reafon to entertain 
Heb. fuch hopes, as well knowing the benevolent and 
7 pious difpofitions which many of you have ex- 
For God [is] not unrighteous, or un- 
mindful of his gracious promifes, fo as. to forget 
your diligent work and labour in his fervice, ani- 


Heb. VI. 10, to the end. 


HEBREws VI. ro. 
OR God 7s not un- 
righteous, to for- 
get. your work and 
labour of love, which 
ye have fhewed to- 
ward his name, in 
that ye have minifter= 
ed to the faints, and 
do minifter, 


mated by a principle of unfeigned love, which 
you have manifefted, not only to your brethren, 
but to Ais name allo, in having miniftred, andin 
ftill miniftring, as his Providence gives you op- ; 


And 11 And we defire, 
that’ every one of 
you do fhew the fame 
diligence, to the full 
affurance of hope un=, 


to theend: . 


and exert the fame ftudious care, in order te 
eftablith the full affurance of your hope, even 
unto the end of your Chriftian courfe; by which 
hope you mutt {till be fupported, while in this 


world: 


That {fo on the whole you may not be 
fluggifo and indolent, but imitators of thofe, 
who, through the exercife of faith and long-/uf- | 
fering, do now reap the blefled fruit of thefe 
graces, and inherit the promifes * which God 


12 That ye be noe 
flothful, but follow-. 
ers of them who 
through faith and 
patience inherit the 
promiles. 


hath made to fupport and cherifh them in the 
hearts of his people through every age. 


And a glorious confirmation you will find 


NO 

& Through faith and long-fuffering inhe- 
rit the promifes.| Mr Peirce explams this 
of the Gentiles who were converted to 
Chriftianity. If it be intended as a hint 
to ftir up the Jews to emulation, as he 
fuppofes, it is indeed a very obfcure one; 
for comparatively it is a low fenfe, in 
which Chriftians in this imperfect {tate 
can be faid to inherit the promifes.. 1 ra- 


\ 


13 For when God 
thefe made 
T &£. “ 
ther think it refers to al) good men, who 
were departed out of our world, whether 
in former or latter days, and under what- 
ever difpenfation they died.+Taking it 
in this view, it will be (as feveral have ob- 
ferved,) an argument againft the foul’s 
continuing in a ftate of fleep during the 
intermediate period between death and the 
refurrection, ai 
b Malt- 


* 


For when be could fwear by no greater, he fware by himfelf. 43 


made promife to A+ 
braham, becaufe he 
could {wear by no 
greater, he {ware by 
himéelf, 


14 Saying, Svre- 
ly bleffing I will blefs 
thee, and mitltiply- 
ing I will multiply 
thee, 


zs And fo after 
he had patiently en- 
dured, he obtained 
the promitfe. 


16 For men verily 


- fwear by the greater: 


and an oath for con- 


firma- , 


thefe promifes to be, when you come to com- 8 £c¢r?- 

pare one fpiritual obje&t with another, and are 7" 

better fkilled in the method of interpreting the Heb. 

facred oracles, on principles which I am going Vis 13+ 

to lay down. For I may in the firft place lead 

you to obferve, that when God made the great 

and comprehenfive promife to Abraham, (Gen. 

xii. 2, 3. and xvii. 1,---6.) on which fo much 

of our hope as Chriftians doth alfo depend; the 

promife that he would be a God to him, and 

that all nations fhould be bleffed in his feed ; + 

Jeeing he had no greater (a perfon] to fwear by, 

he fwore by himfelf, even by the honours of his 

own facred and. Divine name; Saying, by 14 

an audible voice from heaven when he repeated 

the promife, while Abraham {ftood with Ifaac 

before that altar on which with humble fubmif- 

fion to the Divine appointment he had jutt be- 

fore laid him, (Gen. xxii. 16, 17.) “ By my- 

“ felf have I fworn, faith the Lord, becaufe 

*¢ thou haft done this thing, and haft not with- 

“ held thy fon, thine only fon, that dlefing I 

“ will afluredly ble/s thee, and multiplying I 

will afluredly multiply thee >; I will blefs and 

‘© multiply thee remarkably, fo as to make thy 

*¢ feed as the ftars of heaven, and as the fand _ 

‘© which is upon. the fea-fhore.” And thus 1§ 

having waited long in humble faith and patience, 

he obtained in due time the accomplifhment of 

the promife, firft in the birth of Ifaac, and then 

after a much longer ‘attendance, the confumma- 

tion of a better hope. And we whofe circum-, 

ftances fo happily refemble his in this refpe&, 

may well follow the example of his faith, when 

we furvey the foundation of it. For men tru- 16 

ly fwear by a [being] greater than themfelves, 

to whom they afcribe that knowledge and power, 

which is fuppofed to render him the obje& of 

their veneration and worfhip ; and an oath, when 
thus 


bs OM © Yana le CO 


6 Mahkiplying, I will multiply thee.) plains it, of fhe Gentiles converted to Chri- 
That part of the promife to Abraham  flianity, I cannot think he would have 
which immediately follows the claufe here {topped fhort at, multi pling, I will mula 
quoted, in Gen. xxii. 17. moft certainly . fiply thee, and omitted what follows, of 
relates to the Gentiles; and therefore had making his feed as the ffars of heaven, and 
the apo/?le intended: verfe 12. of this chap- as the fand on the fea-frore, and —in thy 
ter in the fenfe in which Mr Peirce oe feed fhallall the nations of the earth be blejed, 
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Reflections on God’s fidelity to his promifes. 


thus taken for confirmation, [is] to them an end 
of all farther ftrife and contention. On which 
account the blefled God, in humble condefcen- 
fion to our infirmities, being willing in the moft 
abundant manner to manifeft to the heirs of the 
promife, the immutability of ‘his counfel, and his 
determinate refolution of beftowing upon them 
the bleflings he engaged, interpofed with the fo- 
lemnity of an oath, That by two immutable 
things, in each of which [it is] impoffible for 
God to lie, even his word and his oath, we 


might have ftrong confolation, even we who in 


‘humble obedience to the gracious defigns of his 


49 


20 


Wer. ro 


¥Y 


12 


gofpel, have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope 
laid before us, the noble prize which that gofpel 
propotes as the great object of our ambition and 
purfuit; I fpeak of eternal life, the hope of 
which through the Divine goodnefs we have, and 
I truft we fhall refolutely retain it, as an anchor 
of the foul both fecure and fted/aft, and as enter- 
ing into the place within the vail, the holy of 
holies, where God dwells, and where we hope 
to dwell for ever with him. This anchor 
will indeed be fufficient to enable us to out-ride 
all the ftorms of temptation, being fixed in that 
glorious, though invifible world, whether Fefus 
as the Forerunner is entered for us to take pof- 
feflion of glory in our name, and prepare all 
things neceffary for our admittance into it: even 
he, [who is] made an High Prieft for ever, ac- 
cording to the order of Melchifedec; as we are 
going more largely to fhew. . 


firmation is to them 
an end of all ftrife. 

17 Wherein God,, 
willing more abun- 
dantly to fhew. unto 
the heirs of promife 
the immutability of 
his counfel, confirm- 
ed if by an oath 7 


18 That by two 
immutable things, in 
which i# was impof- 
fible for God to. lie, 
we might have a 
{trong confolation, 
who have fled for re- 
fuge to lay hold upon 
the hope fet before 
us; , 


r9 Which hope we 
have as an. anchor of - 
the foul, both fare 
and ftedfaft, and 
which entered into 
that within the vail, 


20 Whither the 
Forerunner’ is for us 
entered, even Jefus, 
made an High Prieft 
for ever after, the or- 
der of Melshifedec. 

/ 
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Wits what amazing condefcenfion doth God, by his apoftles, 
{peak of thofe works and labours of love, which the perfons 


who have performed them with the greateft fimplicity of heart, 
know to be moft undeferving of his regard! How kindly hath he 
made himfelf a debtor to us, or rather to his own promife and 
oath, fo that it would indeed be unrighteous in him to fail thofe 
expe€tations which nothing in ourfelves could poflibly raife! Let 
us then be animated to the greateft diligence by a full affurance of 
hope. ‘There are thofe who inherit the promifes, of which we are 
the heirs, and they have paffed to that glorious inheritance by the 
exercife of faith and patience. Let us chide our /luggi/b fouls in- 
to amore refolute imitation of them. And when they are ready 

- to 


The apofile having mentioned Melchifedec, 


4% 


to fink into indolence again, let us again awaken them by view- S£cvr. 


ing thofe promifes, and the fidelity of that God who hath made 
them, and who hath added by a condefcenfion that can never be 
fuficiently acknowledged and adored, the fanétion of his oath to 
that of his word. Behold the /rong con/olation which he hath gi- 
~ ven. tnd given to whom? To thole who fly for refuge to lay 
hold on the hope fet before them in the gofpel. ‘Thither' let us fiy 
for our lives, fly, as if we heard the footfteps of the avenger of 
lood juft behind: us, and our lives depended upon the fpeed of 
the prefent moment. Happy the fouls that have found this re- 
fuge! Whofe faith and hope like a ftrong and fteady anchor hath 
entered into heaven, hath fixed on that blefled Redeemer who lives 
and reigns there, who appears as an Jnterceffor for his people, 
and intercedes with fuch efficacy and fuccefs, that he is alfo to 
be regarded as their Forerunner, as gone to prepare a place for 
them. Let us conftantly retain that view of him; and while we 
‘continue expofed to all the labours and forrows of mortality, let 
us feek our fafety and our comfort by fixing our regards upon 
him, waiting continually the aids of his grace, till he thall fee fit 
to call us to fill the place he hath provided, and receive the inhe- 
ritance he hath fecured for us. 


\ Oe Crt. VU. 


The apoftle enters into a parallel between Melchifedec and Chrifty 
as agreeing in title and defcent ; and from various refpecis, in 
which the priefthood of Melchifedec was fuperior to the Levitical 
priefthood, infers alfo the fuperior glory of the priefthood of 
Chrift. Heb. VIL. 1,---17. ; 


Hesrews VII. 1. Hesrews VII. ¢. 


OR this Melchife- I Have again and again mentioned that fcrip- secr. 


dec king of Sa- 


: i ai is fpoken of in 
lem, prieff’ of the tures in which the Meffiah is {p 


1. 


aad 


Ver, 13 
16,--18 


n 


» 
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° 


8. 


t . ! awrnet 
moft high God, who Prophecy, as made a prieft for ever after the or- yy.) 
‘ met der of Melchifedec. Now I think, it may be vi1. 


worth our while to dwell a little more intently 

on the contemplation of this fubje&t; and then 
we fhall find, that without ftraining the allego- 

ry, it holds in a variety of inftructive particu- 

lars: for this Melchifedec, of whom Mofes {peaks 

in that celebrated. hiftory, (Gen. xiv. 18, &c.) 

to which David refers, [was] king of Salem, 

and prieft of the moft high God; in both which 

‘offices he was a remarkable type of our blefled 
Lord. And it is well known, he was the cele- 

brated and holy perfon who met that illuftrious 

ere pa- 


46 


8 eR patriarch, our father Abraham, 


“Heb. 


Explains his title, King of righteoufnefs and peace. 


when returning 
cnn, Srom-the flaughter of the kings, who had taken 
Lot prifoner, with the king of Sodom, Gomor- 


VIL 1. rah, and the neighbouring cities of the plain. 


2 to whom he miniftred. 


Had we are exprefsly told, that he dleffed him 
on this oceafion, that is, he pronounced on A- 
braham himfelf a bleffing in the name of God 
To whom alfo Abra- 
ham divided the tenth * of all the fpoils he had 
brought back, in token of his reverence to the 
office he bore. And indeed when we come to 
confider his name and title aceording to the fig- 
nification of it in the Hebrew language, we fhall 
find it bear a remarkable analogy to that of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift: for firf, his name Melchi- 
fedec, being interpreted, fignifies that he [zs] 
King of righteoufne/s, or a mott righteous fove- 
reign; and then, his title taken from the place 
where he refided and ruled, is, King of Salem, 
that is, King of peace: for it is well known that 
Salem in the Hebrew tongue is peace, as Me- 
lech is king, and TYfédec righteoufneis. 

Now if we come to compare this Melchife- 
dec, this king of rightequ{nefs and peace, with 
the Mofaic priefts, we thall find a remarkable 
difference in many refpeéts, in all which there 
is a refemblance between him and our Lord, 
For inftance, whereas it is neceflary the Jewith 
priefts {hould all be of the family of Aaron, and 
there are feveral laws concerning the defcent 
and qualities of their mothers, which muft be 
obferved: and fecorded, in order to make out 
their legitimacy, and their confequent right to 
ferve at the altar; Melchifedec is, as it were, 
without father, and without mother », neither his 


father 
NO) TB. & 


met Abraham return< 
ing from the flaughr 
ter of the kings, and 
bleffed him ; 


2 Fo whom alfo 
Abraham gaveatenth 
part ofall; firft being 
byinterpretation king 
of righteouthefs, and 
after that alfo king 
of Salem, which is, 
King of peace ; 


3 Without father, 
without mother, 
with- 


2 Abraham divided the tenth.) The ob- 
jection which Mr Chubb has brought a- 
gainfl this from Gen. xiv) 23. as if it were 
Melchifedee who paid tythes to Abral ham 
and not Abraham to Melchifedec, is real- 
ly trifling ;_ a change of perfon, without 
exprefs notice given of it, being ufual in 
the facred ‘criptures, and in all writers, 
and languages: not to obferve, that the 
verfion of the Seventy in the common edi- 
tions, and in that copy which is printed 
in the polyglot, inftead of He exprefsly 
veads Abraham. But My Chubb’s par- 


ticular exceptions have been fo abundant- 
ly anfwered by the author of the ‘cafe of 
Abraham and Melchifedec, Facob and E~ 
fau, &c. confedered, publifhed Anno 1746, 
again{t Chubb’s four Diflertations, that I 
need not particularly enlarge. This may 
however bea proper place to obferve, that 
the relative muft evidently refer to the Tree 
mote antecedent in the following pafiages, 
Luke xvii, 16. Aéts xxiil. 23. 2 Kings 
xviii. 29. Pfal. ev. 37. Acts vii. 5, 
Deut. xxxi. 22,23. Gen. xiv. 20, &e. 
b Without father, without mother.) At 
: aM has 


| 


To whom Abraham gave the tenth of his fpeils : 


without defcent, ha- 
ving neither begin- 
ning of days, norend 
of life; but made 
like unto the Son of 
God, abideth a prieft 
continually. 


\ 


4 Now confider 
how great this man 
was, unto whom e- 
ven the patriarch A- 
Graham = gave__— the 
tenth of the fpoils. 


s And verily they 
that are of the fons 
of Levi, who receive 
the office of the 
priefthood, have a 
commnadment to 

- take 
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father nor his mother are mentioned in {crip- Srcr. 
8. 


ture; and he is without pedigree °, or any writ- 
ten account of his genealogy, by which it may 
be traced up to more'diftant progenitors of the 
prieftly order: and herein he anfwers to Chrift, 
who with refpeét to his human nature, had no 
father, nor any mother with regard to his Divine. 
Again, as there was a certain age at which the 
Jewith priefts entered upon their miniftry in the 
tabernacle or temple, and at which they quitted 
it, Melchifedec having neither beginning of days, 
nor end of life, mentioned in fcripture, but beg 
ing in that refpe&t as if he were immortal, and 
therein made like to the Son of God, who exifted 
before all worlds, he remaineth a priefl for ever 4, 
Now I doubt not, my brethren, but that as I 
proceed in this argument, you /ee and reflect, 
how great a man © this Melchifedec [was,] to 
whom, as I hinted above, even the patriarch A- 
braham gave the tenth of all the /poils he had 
recovered from the king of Shinar and his allies. 
And this will be farther illuftrated, by confider- 
ing that truly they of the defcendants of Levi who 
receive the Aaronical priefthood, have according 
to the law by which they are conftituted, a com- 
mandment ; and in confequence of that, a right 
only 
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has been obferved by many, and it is not 
unfit the reader fhould be reminded of it 
heres that feveral ancient writers of cha- 
racter among the heathens, {peak of per- 
_ fons being born of no father, or ~without a 
father, when they mean only to exprefs 
by itthat their father was unknown. See 
Harris on the Meffiah, Serm. ix. p 262. 
Elfner Vikewife (Obferv. Sacr. vol. if. 
p- 347.) bath fome remarkable quotations 
to fhew that it was ufual among the 
Greeks, to fay of a perfon that he was 
amélee, aunlog, without , father, without 
mother, when his parents were unknown. 
And accordingly feveral of the fathers 
imagine, that this is here aflerted of Mel- 
chifedec, becaufe there is no mention 
made of his parents in the facred feriptures. 
But the reafon, in Eliner’s opinion is, 
that there was no trace of his parentage 
in the facerdolal genealogies, he being with- 
out priefily defcent, ayevesrXoynios, as it 
immediately follows, not enrolled among 
the prie/ts. ; 

© Without pedigree.} As the genealogy 


& 


of our Lord is fo diftinétly delivered both 
by the evangelifts Matthew and Luke, 
there may feem here to be a failure in the 
refemblance; I therefore added the words 
which determine it to the idea of fome 
prieftly anceftors, which will render the 
propriety very confpicuous, and is a- 
greeable to Elfner’s interpretation men- 
tioned in the note above: 

d Remaineth a prieft for ever.) Bifhop 
Burnet would tranfpofe. this claufe, He 
was a prie/t of God for ever, made like unto 
the Son of God. 1 cannot forbear ob- 
ferving, that 1 think his interpretation 
and illuftration of this {cripture, (4 Di/c. 
p- 69,—71.) the beft I remember to have 
feen. 

€ How greata man.) ‘This isa fevere 
ftroke upon the Jews, not only. as it 
proves the fuperior dignity of Chyrift a- 
bove the Aaronical pricfthood, but fhews 
alfo that God had of old a people among 
the Gentiles, and that there was a perfon 
among them fuperior to Abraham him- 


‘felf. 
£ As 


Uw) 
Heb. 
Vil. 3. 


4 
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Sect. only to tythe the people that is their brethren, 
ms though indeed coming as well as themfelves, out 
~ But he: of whom 
Vil. 6. we have now been {peaking, whofe pedigree is 
not reckoned from them, nor had any relation at 
all to the Abrahamic family, took tythes of A- 
brabam himfelf, and even bleffed him who had 
received the promifes, fo much celebrated in your 


Heb. 


NI 


PSC) 


il 


He was therefore fuperior to the Levitical priefts. 


of therleins of Abraham : 


hiftory through every generation. 


out all contradi&tion, the inferior is bleffed of the 
fuperior, rather than the fuperior of the inferior; 
t@ that while pronouncing this blefing upon A- 


take tithes of the pee- 
ple according to the 
law, that is, of their 
brethren, though 
they come out of the 
loins of Abraham : 

‘6 But he whofe 
defcent is not count- 
ed from them, recei- 
ved. tithes of Abra- 
ham, and bleffed him 
that had the promifes. 

y And without all 
contradiction, the 
lefs is bleffed of the 
better. 


But with- 


braham, Melchifedec evidently a€ted in an high- 


er character than the patriarch himfelf fuftain- 


ed at that: time, and in that 


And again, it may farther, be obferved for the 
illuftration of this argument, that Jere, under 
the inftitution of Mofes, men who die, receive 
_ tythes ; the priefts of that difpenfation are mor- 
tal men, like their brethren; but there, in the 


circumftance. 

8 And here men 
that die receive 
tithes: but there, he 
receiveth them, of 
whom it is witnefled 
that he liveth. 


cafe of Melchifedec, he [receiveth them] of whom 


it is only tefified in {cripture, 


that he liveth, 


but of whofe death we have no account ; and in 
that refpeét, he may be faid to bear fome refem- 
blance to the ever-living, and ever-bleffed Jefus. 


And indeed as one may fay *, by Abraham andin 
his perfon, even Levi, who in his pofterity re- 
ceived the tythes of the other defcendants of H- 
For he was yet in 
the loins of [his] father Abraham 8, when Mel- 
chifedec met him upon the occafion I have juft 


rael, was himfelf tythed. 


been mentioning. 


Now I introduce all thefe reflelions, to lead 
you to confider the afpect this wears as to the 
gofpel, and the view it gives of its fuperior ex- 
cellence in comparifon of the law. 


reafon thus upon the premifes. 


9 And as IT may 
fo fay, Levi alfo who 
receiveth tithes, pay- 
ed tithes in Abraham. 

to For he was yet 
in the loins of his fa- 
ther, when Melchife- 
dec met him. 


1x If therefore per~ 
fe&tion were by the 
Levitical priefthood, 


had been by the Levitical priefthood *, and no 


\ 
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f As one may fay: og exosermen.] El- 
ner is.of opinion, (Ohferv. Sacr. vol. IT 
p- 350.) that this fhould be trardflated, to 
fay the truth ; alledging, that it is agree- 
able to the refpect we owe to the apo/ile’s 
charadter, to fuppofe that he inferted 
thofe words as an apology for an af- 


fertion in ivelf not ftrictly juft and 


‘ exact; and he produces fome paffages 


out of the c/affics to vindicate this ver- 
fiona, But the juftnefs of it is» largely 


(for 
And I may 
If perfettion : 
more 
TSB Ss 
controverted by Rapbelius. Annot. ex 


Herod. in loc. 

8 In the loins of Abraham.] .Chritt 
could not be faid to be fo, becavfe 
of his extraordinary defcent; otherwile 
the argument would, J think, have been 
inconclufive, as it would-have been prd- 
ved that Chrift, as well as Levi, paid 
tythes in Abraham. 

h Now—if perfettion, &c.] Elfuer jutt- 
ly obferves, (Ob/erv. Sacer. val. I. p. 351.) 

that 


* 1 


Their was need of another pric? like Melchifedec. 


(for under it the peo- 
ple received the law,) 
what further need 
was there that ano- 
ther prieft fhould rife 
after the order of 
Melchifedec, and not 
be called afterthe or- 
der of Aaron ? 


12 For the prieft- 
hood being changed, 
there is made of ne- 
ceffity a change alfo 
of the law. 


13 Forheofwhom 
thefe things are fpo- 
ken pertaineth to a- 
nother tribe, of 
which. no man gave 
attendance at the al- 
tar. 

14 For ifis evident 
that our Lerd fprang 
out of Juda: - of 
which tribe Mofes 
{pake nothing con- 
cerning priefthood. 


1s And it is yet 
far more evident: for 
that 


that this is not to be confidered as a confe- 
quence flowing direéily from the verfes 
immediately preceding, as might be con- 


more excellent atonement and interceflion than 
theirs could be expected, (for you know that it 
was under it that the people received the law, 
that is, it was a part of the legal appointment 
to which a multitude of other precepts in the ri- 
tual referred, and on which the poflibility of 
performing dieni depended,) what farther need 
[was there] that another prieft should arife ac- 
cording to the order of Melchifedec, and that he 
fhould not be reckoned according to the order of 
Aaron ? 

This will draw after it a long train of exten- 
five and important confequences ; for the prie/t- 
hood being changed, there mufi of neceffity alfo bea 
change of the law ; for as I hinted above, all the 
ceremonial law depended upon it: and if our: 
regards be directed to another prieft, who is not 
of the family of Aaron, there is then an end of 
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SECT, 
oe 


wend 
Heb. 


Vilar. 


the obligation to the ritual, which confined all . 


its precepts to priefts of that line, and fuppofed 
that as long as it was binding, they would al- 
ways fubfift and bear office. And that is 
now evidently the cafe, for the perfon of whom 
thefe things are fpoken, belonging to another tribe, 
of whom no one appertained to the Jewith altar, 
or had any right to minifter at it. = For [it is] 
plain that our Lord Jefus Chrift, the only true 
Meifiah, foretold by David in the paffage I have 


been difcourfing upon, /prung from Fudah i, of 


which tribe Mofes [pake nothing at all relating to 
the prieftheod he ordained, {o as to referve any 
right of facerdotal miniftry to them, more than 
to any other tribe in Hrael. And indepen- 
dent on all genealogical controverfy, which the 
moft. ingenious malice could urge concerning 
Mary’s family, if is yet more abundantly mani- 


Jef, from the leaft attention to that fingle ferip- 


ture 

NE Osteo: 
i Sprung from Fudah.] It may be 
worth remembering here, that Jjuftin 


Martyr, Tertullian, and Chryfoftom, re- 


eluded from the rendering of the val- 
gate,and Erafmus Schmidius, and our com- 
mon tranflation ; but that it is the begin- 
ning of a new paragraph, or branch - of 
difcourfe ; and that e: wev uv fhould be 
rendered, but if, or, which is much the 
fame, now if, in fupport of which he 
produces feveral authorities, 


fer to the table made at the taxation, in 
proof of this; and it may be confidered 
whether the ape afile does not infinuate the 
fame reference. See Dr Barrow’s Works, 
vol..Il. p. 188. Undoubtedly he would 
not have fpoken with fuch confidtnce, if 
it had not been generally allowed. 


K Thad 


13 


14 


ay 


ba 


Heb. 
VIL16. 


0] 


Chap. 
vil. 2 


us 


4 


5, 16 


Reflections on the tikenefs of Chrift to Melchifedee. 


ture alone which I have fo frequently mentioned, that after the fimiti- 
h } k th -ieft according to ie tude of Melchifedec 
that there arifes anotner pri gs there arifeth another 
fimilitude of Melchifedec ; ; Who therefore, we prieft, 
may aflure ourfelves, is made and conftituted 16 Who is made 
not after the law of 
not according or in regard to the law of the car- 
nal commandment, that fyftem of ceremonial pre- 


a carnal, command- 
ment, but after the 
cepts which contained fo many things of an 


power of an endlefs 


é life. 
external and comparatively of a carnal nature, 
and which confidered men as dwelling in mortal 
flefh, and fo to fucceed. each other ; but accord- 
ing to the aa power of an indiffolvable 
and endle/s life. For you will be careful to ,_17 Forheteftifieth, 


Thou art a prieft for 
ever, after the order 
of Melchifedec. 


remember what he teftifieth, Thou [art] a prieft- 
jor ever according to the or rder of Melchifedec ; 


“which implieth all that I have aflerted concern- 


ing Chrift. Let us refle€&t upon it with pleafure, 
that he retains his priefthood for ever; and 
therefore is able to give everlafting eflicacy to 
his adminiftration, and everlafting bleflings to 
thofe who caft themfelves upon its protection, 
animated by the glorious promifes which it ex- 
hibits. 


Fe MER OR OK OR MEX BAN OTS 
Ee our fouls adore the King of righteoufnefs, and the King of 


peace; fubmitting to him under the former title, that we 
may experience the peace which he gives, and-which none can- 
take away. Let us repofe our confidence in the Son of God, whe 
without beginning of days, or end of life, abideth a prieft for ever; 
a@ prieft on a throne, to confirm the counfels of eternal peace tran- 
fated between the Father and himfelf: (Zech. vi. 13.) To him 
do all the prophets bear witnefs, to him did all the patriarchs 
render humble homage, and his blefling was that which render- 
ed Abrabam, the father of the faithful, bleffed indeed. He fprang 
from the tribe of Fudah, and was the "Shiloh that was to come be- 
fore it ceafed to be a tribe, according to the ancient oracle of dy- 
ing Jacob. (Gen. xlix. 10.) But the honours of the prie/thood 
are now transferred to, and centred in him, not according to the 
law of a carnal commandment, but the fuperior pore of an end- 


le 


NOTES. 


k That there arifes.| Dr Whitby proves 
by many convincing authorities, that the 
particle ci fometimes fignifies that, as it is 
plain it here does. 

1 Of an endlefs life. i Archbifhop Til- 
lotfon thinks the gotpel is called the power 
of an endlefs life to intimate the powerful 


influence which the views of immortality 
propofed by it, will have upon the mind, 
(wol. II]. p. 407.) Ihave therefore kept 
that thought a Jittle in view, though I ant 
far from imagining it to be the chief de- 
fign of the expreffion. 


a The 


\ 


| 
| 
: 
| 


For the law is abolifhed becaufe of its weakne/s : 
lefs life. Let us rejoice that his life is endle/s, and that by him 
we may likewife attain to an endlefs life, to an immortality of 
glory. The priefts of the Old. Teffament, the minifters of the 
New, as well as private believers under both difpenfations, die; 
but the eternally prevailing prie/thood of Fe/us gives us life in 
death, and entitles us to the hope of that glorious world, where 
he will put his own likenefs and fplendor upon us, and make us 
in our inferior degrees of dignity, immortal kings and priefts to 


God, even the Father: to him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Rev. i. 6.) i She 


Sr Bee Cer. Sh Tk 


From what had been faid above, the apoftle argues, that the Aaro- 
nical priefthood was not only excelled, but vindicated and con- 
fummated by that of Chrift ; and by confequence that the obliga- 
tion of the law was diffolued.. Heb. VIL. 18,---to the end. 


Hesrews VII. 18. Hesrews VII. 18 
FOR there is _verily I Have been difcourfing largely on the refems 
a difanulling of EF blance between Melchifedec:and Chrift; and 
the commandment is 
going before, for the 1 may fairly argue from hence, not only the fu- 
weaknefs and unpro- perior dignity and excellence of Chrift, but the 
ftablenefs thereof, f-s6edom of Jews as well as Chriftians, from the 
obligations of the ceremonial law. Let me urge 
it therefore plainly, that there is an abolition of 
the former commandment in all its extent of ri- 
tual obfervances, becau/fe of its weakne/s and un- 
profitablenefs : for weak and unprofitable it ap- 
pears to be, in comparifon of that everlafting 
riefthood which I have juft now menitioned. 
iy ets 
to For the law For the law of Mofes made nothing perfect *, but 
pe ine ert pet- Jeft in its moft effential inftitutions, as we fhall 
A tf no- ry . 
ing Heo SH ater prefently thew, the manifeft traces and eviden- 
hope did; by the ces.of its own imperfe€tion; whereas full pro- 
Mani draw nigh vifion for our pardon and fanétification, muft be 
5 a afcribed to the introduétion of a better hope, by a 
difpenfation of a far fuperior nature, by which we 
now under the gofpel draw near to God in cheerful 
dependanceupon the eflicacious interceflion ofour 
so Andihafmuchas ©Ver-living and glorious High Prieft: A High 
not Prieft, 
IN Ch saane tket 


2 The Jaw made nothing perfe4.] Mr  ‘* make the priefthood fo; it could not . 


Peirce includes thefe words in a parenthe- ‘° remove the guilt of fin, or yive itrength 


fis: as if the apoffle had faid, ‘Since the ‘* to obey its ¢ommaends.” 


‘© Jaw made nothing perfee, it could not 
Vou. VI. I G b ie” 


§t 
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Heb. 
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21 


22 fedec. 


23 


24 


25 


~ bhty of the adtion, 


And Fefus is the Surety of a better covenant. 


Prieft, evidently fuperior to any of the Aafoni- 
cal ine, on many other accounts, and we may 
add on this likewile, zna/much as [he was] not 
[conflituted] without the folemnity of an oath > 
on the part of God; intended no doubt to fhew 
the great importance of what he was to tranfact. 
For they indeed are become priefis by a general 
Divine ordination, without the interpofition of 
an oath at their inveftiture; but he, of whom we 
have been f{peaking, was fet apart to his office 
with an oath, by him who faid unto him, The Lord 
hath fworn, and he will not repent, Thou [art] a 
prieft for ever according to the order of Melchi- 
/ Now dy fe much dignity as fuch an in- 
troduction to his office by the oath of God adds 
to him, does it appear that Ze/us our Lord is 
preferable to Aaron and his fons; from whence 
it is natural to infer, that he is the Surety of a 
better covenant ©; or that the covenant of which 
he is the great Guarantee between God and 
man, is more excellent than that, of which Aa- 
ron and his fons might be faid to be fureties in 
reference to certain aéts which they were to 
perform on the part of the people to God, and 
in the name of God to the people, with which 
promifes of temporal pardon and bleflings are 
connected; for to them alone did that covenant 
extend. 

And again, I may further obferve, that they 
were many priefis, becaufe they were hindered by 
death from continuing in the perpetual executions 
of their office. But he, becaufe he abideth for 
ever, and is rifen to a life of immortal glory in 
the heavens, where he thal reign as long as any 
can need the benefit of his miniftrations, hath a 
priefthood that never paffeth over to another as 
his fucceffor. From whence alfo it appears, 
that he is able to fave to the uttermoft, that is, 
always and completely to fave, tho/e who humbly 
approach to God by him as their appointed High 
Prieft, always living to intercede for them in 
every circumftance of their refpective lives, 
through all fucceflive ages and generations. 

Me 


Let 


NW. (OWN Tay Baan oe 
b An oath.]) Which argues the folem- 
nity and importance, and alfo the immuta- 


wy 


not without’ an oavle 
he was made prieft. 


21 (For  thofe 
priefts were made 
without an oath, but 
this with an oath, by 
him that faid unto 
him, FheLord fware, 
and will not repent, 
Thou art a prieft for 
ever after the order 
of Melchifedec;) 

22 By fo much 
was jefus made a 
Surety of a better tef- 
tament. 


23 And they truly 
were many _priefts, 
becaufe they were not 
fuffered to continue 
by reafon of death ; 

24 But this man, 
becanfe he continu- 
eth ever, hath an 
unchangeable prieft- 
hood. 


25 Wherefore he 
is able alfo to fave 
them to the utter- 
molt, that come un- 
to God by him, fee~ 
ing he ever liveth to 
make interceffion for 
them. 


© Better covenant.| So Frender Siadnvny 
and as this is the moft common ufe of the 
word, fo here it beft fuits the conneétion. 


@ Highs 


s 


Fis priefthood is perfect and unchangeable. 


26 For fuch an 
High Prieft became 
us, who is holy,s 


Let us paufe therefore, and enjoy the comfort 
of fo glorious\a truth ; for the more we refiea 
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SEcT. 
cory 


harmlefs, undefiled, upon it, the more confolation fhall we derive feb. 


dfeparate from finners, 
and made higher than 
the heavens; 


a7 Who needeth 
mot daily, as thofe 
high priefts, to offer 
up facrifice, firft for 
is own fins, and then 
for the peoples: for 
this he did once, 
when he offered up 
‘himfelf. 

28 For the law 
maketh men_ high 
priefts which have 
infirmity; but the 
word of the oath 


-which was fince the 


daw, meketh the Son, 
whois confecrated for 
evermore. 


IM 


from it. Exa@tly fuch an High Prieft as this, 
indeed /uited us; his character moft perfectly 
correfponded to our circumftances and neceflities, 
[who was] folemnly fet apart to his office by the 
higheft authority, and in the execution of it, 
entirely Joly, harmle/s in himfelf, unpolluted by 
others, feparate from all defiling fociety of //in- 
ners, though mercifully converfant among them; 
and to complete all, a Perfon. of fuch dignity of 
nature, and fo eminently dear to God, as to be 
made higher than the heavens 4, and all their 
inhabitants, far more fuperior to the nobleft 
of them, than. Aaron himfelf to the meaneft 
Levite who miniftred in the tabernacle. 

Glorious High Prieft indeed! who had not 
daily neceffity, as thofe high priefis appointed by 
Motes, jix/t to present facrifices for his own fins, 
and then for thofe of the people: of the former of 
thefe he never had any need, nor could there be 
any room for it; and ¢his laft he did once for all, 
in offering himfelf as a {potlefs and acceptable 
facrifice to God. For the law, as is well 
known, confiitutes men high priefis, who have 
infirmities of their own which need expiation; 
but the word of the oath, which {reaches | beyond 
the law ‘, and of which I have fo largely been 
fpeaking, [conflitutes] te that office the only- 
begotten Son of God, who is confecrated for ever 
to the execution of it, and is the great fub- 
ftance of what they were only dim and imperfect 
fhadows. 


PERO oF BOM! ROT 


ET the introduétion of this better hope which we receive by 
Fefus Chriff, and which bringeth the greatelt perfection of 
happinefs to thofe that embrace it, fill our hearts with thankful- 
nefs to God, and with a folicitous zeal to fecure an intereft in it. 


a Higher than the heavens.) Mr Black- 
wall (Sacred Claffics, vol. 1. p. 24%, 242.) 


takes notice of this 
ry fublime, 


fuperior to Homer's de- 
feription of Jupiter upon mount Ida; 


Bet 


NOOR TBE 8: 

and perhaps taken from Pfal. cxili, 4, 6. 
© Beyond the law. } Our tranflators 

render url Tov voov, fince the law. * But 

mete often fignifies beyond Compare 

chap. ix. 3. and many other places, 

Ga 


expreffion, as ve- 


Vil.26. 
‘ 


27 


28 


‘Chap. 
vil. 19 


|? ae Reflections on the priefthood of Chrift. 
Seer. Let us draw near to God under its fupporting influence, and be 
-  quickened thereby to purify ourfelues from all pollutions of the 
fielb and fpirit, and to perfeé holinefs in the fear of God; in firm 
dependence upon that great High Pric#, whom he hath conflituted 
ver. with the folemnity of an cath, as the great Surety and Guarantee 

20,3: of the better covenant. 

God helps the frailty of our nature, by tranfmitting his promifes 
to us through the hands of his Son, and by giving us fuch a proof 

22 of his gracious regards, as his incarnation and fufferings afford : 
in which it is certain, that God hath already done what is far 
more aftonifhing than any thing which he hath promifed farther 
todo. And Jefus takes his covenant-people under his care, 
and gracioufly engages to watch over them for their good, and to 
communicate to them all fuch afliftances of his grace as may 
be fufficient to induce them to anfwer their part of the engage- 
ment. 

24 He is poflefled of an unchangeable priefthood: let us daily look 
to him, as knowing, that in confequence of the interceffion, which 
he ever lives to make, he is ever able completely to fave all that 

2s come unto God by him. Let us every day, and every hour, have 
recourfe to him as the Mediator of our approaches to God. And 
let us make the thoughts of him familiar to our minds, the 
thought of his /anétity, his dignity, and his love:. confiding in 
that facrifice he hath once for all-offered for his people, being above 

27 all need of facrificing for himfelf. To conclude, while we cheer 
and ftrengthen our hearts with fuch contemplations as thefe, let 
us always confider the obligation which the character of our 
High Prief and our Saviour lays upon us, to be ourfelves holy; 
harmle/s, and undefiled, and to maintain a /eparation from finners, 
fo far as the duties of life, in the prefent circumftances of the 
world, may admit, ma) 


‘ 


SR tC rae 


The apofile briefly recapitulates what he had before demonftrated of 
the fuperior dignity of Chrift as the High Prieft of Chriftians, 
and farther illuftrates the diftinguifbed excellence of that new 
covenant which was foretold by feremiah as eftablifoed in him, 


and plainly inriched with much better promifes than the. old. 
Heb. VIL. 1, to the end. 


HE BRE ws! VIE fr k Hesrews VIII. 1.’ 
OW the chief article of the things which have NOW of the things 
been Jpoken, in the preceding parts of this beleine N 


; : : : fpoken, this is tl 
difcourfe, [7s this ;] that we have Juch a great aha nee facts 


and illuftrious High Prief as hath been deferibed, an High Prictt, who 
Made) jh is 


_ 18 fet on the right- 


hand of the throne 
of the Majefty in the 
heavens; 


\ 


2 A minifter of 
the fantuary, and of 
the frue . tabernacle 
which the Lord 
pitched, and notman, 


7 


3 For every high 
prieft is ordained to 
offer gifts and facri- 
fices: wherefore it is 
of neceffity that this 
man have fomewhat 
alfo to offer. 

4 For if he were 
on earth, he fhou d 
not be a prieft, {ee- 
ing that there are 
prietts that offer cifts 
according to the law: 


sg Who ferve unto 
the example and 
fhadow of heavenly 
things, as Mofes 
was admonifhed of 
God 


We have an High Prieft in heaven: , 


made after the order of Melchifedec, and by the Sec1. 


oath of God himfelf invefted with immortal-ho- 
nours; who having on earth performed all that 


was neceflary, by way of preparation, hath now: 
fat down at the right-hand of the majeftic throne 


in the heavens, (compare chap. i. 3. note *,) 
exalted by the Divine authority to rule over all 
things, for the glory of God, and the good of 
his people. 
under his prieftly, as well as his royal character, 
as a minifter of holy things, and of the true ta- 
bernacle, which not man, but the Lord himfelf, 
hath pitched ; a fanQuary infinitely fuperior to 
any which human hands could be concerned in 
rearing, and proportionable to the boundlefs 
wifdom, power and magnificence of God. 

For every high prief, who miniiters there, 15 
conflituted to offer gifts and facrifices ; therefore 
[it was] neceffary that this Man alfa, even “ile 
glorious Perfon of whom I {peak, /bould have 
Something to prefent. But we may obferve by 
the way, that if he were always to continue on 
earth, he could not, -in any confiftence with the 
Jewith inftitutions, have been a prieff *, to offi- 
ciate at the temple of God in Jerufalem; as 
there are already a certain order of priefts there, 
who ofer the gifts of the people according to the 
law, andit isexprefsly fettled, that none of any 
other family fhould have accefs to thefe fervices; 
nor would it have been agreeable to the Divine 
{chemes, that Jefus fhould, by extraordinary 
difpenfation, have interfered with their peculiar 
functions. Thefe he left entirely to thofe 
priefts who perform Divine fervice to an oecono- 
my, which contains only the example ee 
of celeflial things » : as Mofes was charged by the 


ora~ 
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© 2 He could not have been a prieft.} From 
hence hath the great argument been taken 
againft Chrift’s performing any facerdo- 
tal a€ts upon earth; and confequently, 
again{t the reafonablenefs of confidering 
his death as a facrifice, though the ferip- 
ture exprefsly declares it was fo. But it 
is evident the fenfe of the words given in 
the paraphrafe, which undermines all fuch 
arguments, can alone be maintained as 
the true one; fince it is plain, that under 
the Jewith occonomy,. though none but a 


prieft ever miniftred as fuch in the taber- 
nacle; yet facrifices were offered by {peci- 
al Divine appointment by fome, (as by 
prophets, &c.) who were not of that or- 


der; and being fo offered, were according- 


ly accepted. 

b The example, &c. vrodsty ue raveru~ 
eaviev.| Dr Sykes would explain it, the 
copy of what Mofes faw in the mount: 
as if he had faid, the former was but a 
copy of the latter, and no more to be 
compared with it than the fhadow to ee 

[ube 


Heb. 
Vill.r, 


And we are ever to regard him 2 


\ 


Ve 


2 


5 ; A Mediator of a better covenant : 


Sect. oracle, when he was about to jinifh the taber- 
CL, nacle: for fee, faith he, [that] thou make all 
Heb, things according to the model fhewn thee upon the 
Vil. 5. mountain; left an error, which may feem to 
thee fmall, fhould be more material than thou 
artaware. (Exod. xxv. 40.) Now this exact- 

nefs was required in {pecial regard to the typical 
reprefentations couched under thefe ordinances, 

the particulars of which Mofes himfelf did not 

6 perfeCtly underftand. But he, that is, Chritt, 
hath now much nobler fervices alletted to him in pies ay 

: : ent. miniftry, 
that heavenly fan€tuary, inafmuch as he is the yy now much alfohe 
Mediator even of a better covenant than that in is the Mediator of 
which the Jewiih high prieft mediated; which Ses 
was eftablifbed upon better gromifes than thofe ea upon better pro- 
of the Mofaic law: for they only referred to the mites. 
bleffings of a temporal,Canaan, to be enjoyed 
by the people, while they continued obedient to 
its precepts, which placed them under fuch a 
fpecial providence, as the nature of that difpen- 
fation abfolutely required, and made them a 
{pectacle to the whole world. 

4 This fuperior excellence of that oeconomy 
which our Lord introduces, might indeed have 
been concluded from its being exhibited after 
the Mofaic: for, as we know God never alters 
but for the better, if that firfi [covenant] had 
been efteemed fo faultle/s, as to have no remain- 
ing deficiency, there would have been no place 
Jought for a fecond ; yet we in fact fee this inti- 

$ mation of an exception taken to it: For find- 
ing fault with them ©, that is, with the Jews, 
to whom he was addrefling, he faith by the pro- 

phet 


God when he was e- 
bout to make the ta= 
bernacle. For, See 
(faith he) that thou 
make all things ac- 
cording to the pat- 
tern fhewed to thee 
in the mount. 


6 But now hath 
he obtained a more 


» For if that firft 
covenant had heen 
faultlefs, then fhould 
no place have been 
fonght for the fe- 
cond. 


8 For finding fault 
with them, he faith, 
Be- 


. 


IN: OU Do ys 


fubfiance. See Sykes on Chriftianity, p. 184. 
Peirce in loc. 1 rather take it in the fenfe 
generally given, for the adiminifiration or 
iketch of heavenly bleffings. Dr Barrow, 


(val. Il. p. 205.) renders it by a very ex- 


preffive word, the /ubindication. 

© Finding fault with them.| ‘Vhis is 
tranflated by Grotius and others, finding 
fault, he fuiih to ihem, and underftood of 
finding fault with the former covenant, But 
that covenant was certainly wife and good, 
and adapted to the purpofe for which it 
was defigned and appointed. It feems 
therefore much more proper to under- 
{tand it, finding fault with the Fews, (as God 
evidently does in the words here preceding 


thofe quoted, Jer. xxxi. 29, 30.) for ufing 
the proverb again{ft which he exprefles fo 
much difpleature in Ezek. xviii. 2- And 
in the words them{elves he alfo finds fault 
with them for breaking this covenant, 
though he had with fo much tender care 
brought them out of the land of Egyp'. 
Raphelis in loc. tranflates the words un- 
der confideration, (neupopevoe yap avioss. 
Aeyet,) finding fault with them he faith ; 
agreeably to our common tranflation; and 
juftifes this verfion by the authority. of 
Chryfoftom, a Greek father, and by twa 
paflages from Herodotus, where weugoue~ 
veg isufed with a dative cafe after it. 


qf 


é 


Better than the covenant made with their fathers. 


Behold, the days 
come (faiththe Lord) - 
when I will make a 
new covenant with 
the houfe of Hrael, 
and with the houfe of 
‘Judah : 

9 Not according 
to the covenant that 
¥ made with their fa- 
thers in the day when 
Ttook them by the 
hand to lead them 
out. of the land of 
Egypt; becaufe they 
continued not in my 
covenant, and T re- 
garded them not, 
faith the Lord. 


10 For this is the 


covenant that I will ’ 


make with the honfe 
of Iftael after thofe 
days, faith the Lord; 
I will put my laws 
into their mind, and 
write them in their 
hearts : and I will be 
tothem a God, and 
they fhall be to me 
a people, 


rr And they fhall 
not teach every man 
his neighbour, and 
every man his bro- 
ther, faying, Know 
the Lord: for all 
fhall know me, from 
the leat to the 
greatett. 

12 For I will be 
merciful to their un- 


righteoufhefs, and 
their fins and their 
ini- 


d Fdifregarded them.] ‘The quotation 


phet Jeremiah, in that celebrated text which 
undoubtedly refers to the “gofpel-difpenfation, 
(Jer.'xxxi. 31.) Behold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, when I wiil make a new covenant with 
the houfe of Hrael, and with the houfe of Fudah. 
And he exprefsly mentions the fuperior excel- 
lence of the covenant there referred: to, when 
compared with that which was tranfaéted on 
mount Sinai. For he adds there, The tranfac- 
tion fhall not be according to the covenant which 
I made with their fathers, in the day when. I 


SY: 


Swer, 


Io. 


Heb. 


VIll.e. 


9 


took them by the hand to lead them out of the land . 


of Egypt ; (as you well know it was while the 
great work of conduting them to Canaan was 
yet imperfect, that the law of Mofes was given ;) 
becaufe they continued not in my covenant, and I 
difregarded them 4, faith the Lord. For this 
[is] the covenant that I will make with the houfe 
of Lrael after thofe days ; that is, in the times 
of the Methah, /aith the Lord; I will give my 
laws to their foul, and I will infcribe them upon 
their hearts, 1 more lafting characters than 
thofe in which I wrote the commandments on 
the tables of ftone; and I wil! be unto them for 
a God, and they fall be to me for a people: 1. will 
aniwer all the import of that high relation to 
them, and they fhall perfift in their obedience 
to me. And they fhall no more have need to 
teach every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, faying, Know the Lord; for they 
Jeall all know me, from the leaft of them, even ts 
the greateft of them. ‘They fhall have a much 
more certain and effectual teaching than the 
can derive one from another. For Iwill be 
merciful to their unrighteous deeds ©, various and 
aggravated as they are; and their fins and their 
ini- 
ING (OMG Py etd 9S, 
ginal. So that they feem, to agree that 


here ts according to the Seventy ; and by 
no means agrecable to the Hebrew, which 
reads it as we do, though I was a hx/band 
jo them faith the Lord. Mr Peirce thinks 
‘the feventy interpreters in their copy, ei- 
ther readsmby3, or Mra, inftead of snbya, 
in either of which there is only the varia- 
tion of a fingle letter, and this will juftify 
the tranflation here given. Dr Pocock 
maintains that the word is capable of fuch 
a tranflation, as it now ftands in the ori- 


r 


our Englith verfion of the tex! in queftion 
fhould be altered. 

€ For I-will be merciful.] Some would 
render ort, and thereupon, that is, upon 
their being thus taught by me; or /d that, 
which fignification it is certain that or: 
fometimes hath; but here it may fignify, 
that becaufe God had propofed to extend 
his pardoning mercy to them, be thus 
taught them by his Spirit; and therefore 
I haye rendered it for. 


LO 
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_ Reflections on the covenant eftablifbed in Chrift. 


iniquities, of what kind foever, 7 will remember toh bard will I res 
no more, fo as to bring them into judgment; “9 o 
but will pardon the moft heinous offences, 

which were incapable of expiation under the 

former covenant. 

Now I would obferve in the clofe of this ar- _ 13 In that he faith, 
gument, that when he faith, A new [covenant] RNa aa 
fhall be made, fe hath in effet made the firft old. Now that which 
old, he hath, as it were, fpoken of it as anti- decayeth and waxeth 

pues ; old, is ready to vanifh 

quated: now that which is antiquated, and fal- Avis 

len into old age, cannot be expected to live long. 

And fo, in like manner [is] that old covenant of 

Mofes juft ready to difappear. Divine Provi- 

dence will put fuch a period to it ere long, as 

fhalf be remarkable in the eyes of the whole 

world; fo that the grand apparatus which now 

preferves its vifible form and luftre, fhall be 

known no more. 


EAM PoneR SON ee Ee ed 


pestis a Se be that grace which hath conftituted and revealed 
+ this everlafting covenant, well ordered in all things and fure ; 
eftablifbed on fuch promifesy as are, of all that can be conceived, 
moft valuable to finful creatures; and efpecially on that, without 
which no other declaration could impart any comfort to fuch, J 
will be merciful to their unrighteoufnefles, and their fins and their 
iniquities I will remember no more. With this is conneéted that - 
other promife, fo comprehenfive of every thing that is truly va- 
luable, J will be a God unto them, and they shall be unto me a peo- 
ple. Happy indeed the people that are in fuch a cafe; yea, happy 


the people whofe God is the Lord, who are taught by him to know 


him’ under that character, taught by that energy of his Spirit, 
which gives his law to their mind, and infcribes it on their beart. 
There may we ever retain it engraver in living and durable cha- 
racters, as a law of love, which may make obedience te every 
precept ealy. 

In this conneétion let us look with pleafure to that High Prie/, 
who is fat down on the throne of the Majefty in the heavens, and 
prefides over all for the good of his people, that minifer of the 
true tabernacle which the Lord, not man, hath pitched! ever 
maintaining an humble dependence on the facrifice he hath of- 
fered: a facrifice better than any of the /aronical priefts could 
prefent, in proportion to the degree in which the covenant, of 
which He. is.the Mediator, is nobler than theirs. : The firft co- 
venant, wifely allayed with fuch a mixture of imperfection as 
was fuitable to its being introductory to the /econd, 18 now was 


nifbed, 


-farft wherein was the’ 


ed the Sanétuary. 


The firft tabernacle had a worldly fanfuary : 


nifoed, tovmake way for this fecond and better difpenfation : to 
this let us therefore adhere, and fo doing, cheerfully expeét all the 
invaluable bleflings it imparts. 


* 


Shera T. Xl. 


The apoftle illuftrates the doktrine of the priefthood and interceffion 
of Chrift, by comparing it to what the fewifb high prieft did 
on the great day of atonement. Heb. IX. 1,---14. 


Hesrews IX. 1. 

H OW reafonable it is to expe&, that the for- 

mer covenant of which I have been fpeak- 
ing, fhould give way to another and a nobler, 
you may eafily apprehend from furveying it, and 
confidering in comparifon with it, the great 
things which the gofpel teaches us concerning 
‘Chrift, and to which I would now call your.con- 
templations.. The firft tabernacle *, you will 
therefore recolle&t, Aad certain ceremonial ordi- 
nances of Divine fervice, and a worldly fanc- 
tuary: a fanctuary made of fuch materials as 
this earth of ours could furnifh out, and the 
centre of a ritual which contained many infti- 
tutions comparatively low and carnal. For 
the firft part of the tabernacle was prepared of 
boards and curtains, pillars and coverings, which 
conttituted a little apartment as a kind of anti- 
chamber to the oracle; iz which there [was] 
the candleftick of pure gold with its feven lamps, 
and the table of fhew-bread as it was called, 
and the fetting on the twelve loaves upon it, 
which were always to ftand before the Lord ; 
and this apartment is called the Holy place, in 


which alfo the golden altar of incenfe ftood. 
And 


HEBREWs IX. 1. 
q* Hew verily the 
firft covenant had 
.alfo ordinances of 
divine fervice, and a 
worldly fan@uary.. 


2 For there was a 
tabernacle made: the 


candleftick, and the 
table, and the fhew- 
*read ; which is call- 


NONE SLE. 
a The firft tabernacle.] Myr Peirce while, therefore there was a great deal of 
thinks this is to be confidered-as conneét- external ceremony in it, fit for the puerile 


ed with chap. viii. 6. and that all which 
intervenes is a digreffion, though a. very 
pertinent and ufefulone, relating to the 
mheliority of the covenant eftablifhed under 
that better Prieff. -But I can fee no ne- 


-eeffity for this, fince it may well be con- 


neéted with the words immediately pre- 

ceding: as if he had faid, and becaufe 

that covenant was intended but for a little 
Vou. VI. k 


difpofition of the perfons to Whom it was 
given. Our tranflators ftrangely fupply 
the word covenant inftead of tabernacle, 
whereas mott copies read oxny, tabernacle, 
and that undoubtedly fuits the:connedtion 
beft.—The word we render ordinances 1% 
Sinccrneorlo., juftifications, or ways of be- 
coming righteous. 
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And after the fecond vail the holy of holies. 


Sect. And beyond the fecond vail was that apartment of 


I. 
Lv 

Heb. 
IX. 3. 


4 was as his prefence-chamber. 


golden cenfer », in which the high prieft ufed & 


6 


the tabernacle which was called the Hely of ho- 
lies, or the moft holy of all, where God was 
pleafed to keep his fpecial relidence, and which 


to burn incenfe on the great day of atonement, 
and the ark of the covenant fo covered over on 
every fide with gold, that it appeared as if it 
had been one mafs of that precious metal : iz 
which apart in or very near the ark °, 
[was] the golden pot, containing the manna that 
remained incorruptible through fo many ages, 
and the rod of Aaron that bloffomed, and the two 
tables of the covenant on which the ten com- 
mandments were infcribed by the finger of God. 


‘And over it were the cherubs of glory 4, fha- 


dowing with their wings ‘that golden cover of the 
ark which was called the mercy-/eat, or propi- 
tiatory, as to it propitiations were referred, and 
where God was pleafed to appear ina witele 
fymbol of his propitious and gracious prefence. 
‘Phefe were all important things i in the Mofaic 
tabernacle, concer ning which Hore is not now 
[room] to [peak particularly. And thefe things 
being thus prepared and adju/ted, both in the holy 
and wnott holy place, the ordinary priefts went con- 
tinually into the firft apartment of the tabernacle, 
peforming [their] daily fer vices, by trimming the 
MTD and burning incenfe upon the holy al- 
tar, changing the loaves on the facred table eve- 
ry fabbath, and fprinkling the blood of the vic- 
tims before the vail. But into the fecond a- 
partment only the high prie/t [went] once a-year, 
and that not without the blood of the fin-offering, 
which he offered firft for himfelf, and then [ for] 
the fins of ignorance rciebeladal by the people, to 


which 
NYO 2) Bas: 
b The golden cenfer.) It hath been 


Having the » 4 


the ark fave the two tables of ftone. 


3 And after the 

fecond vail, the ta- 
bernacle, which is 
called the Holieft of 
all; / 
Which had the 
olden cenfer, and 
the ark of the cove- 
nant overlaid round 
about with gold, 
wherein was the gol- 
den pot that had 
manna, and Aaron’s 
rod that budded, and, 
the tables of the co- 
venant3 


5 And over: it the 
cherubims of glory 
fhadowing the mercy= 
feat: of which we 
cnnnot now fpeak 
particularly. 


6 Now when thefe 
things were thus or- 
dained, the  priefts 
went always into the 
firft tabernacle, ac-= 
complithing the fer-s 
vice of God. 

/ 


y But into the fe- 
cond went the high 
prieft alone once eve-~ 
ry year, not with- 
out blood, which he 
offered for himfelf, 
and for the errors of 
the people. 


Or 


queried, why the golden altar was not 
mentioned 3 and fome are of opinion that 
it may be comprehended in the word Su- 
vtolnerov, which we render cenfer. 

© In which: evn.) I fay, in or near 
which, as many good commentators think 
the words ev » may be taken in that lati- 
tude, to reconcile it with r Kings viii. 9. 
where it is faid, that ¢here was nothing in 


perhaps ev », in which, may refer to oxnvn, 
the tabernacle, rather than to x:601@, the 
ark, as probably Aaron’s rod, which is 
here faid to be in the fame place, could 
not lie in the ark, 

‘a Cherubs of glory.) That is, the che- 
rubs that waited upon the Shechinab, or 
fenfible glory Of the Deity. 


© Rew 


Whic 


8 The Holy Ghoft 
this fignifying, that 
the way into the ho- 
lieft of all was not yet 
made manifeft, while 
as the firft tabernacle 
was yet ttanding: 


9 Which was a fi- 
gure for thetime then 
prefent, in which 
were offered both 
gifts and facrifices, 
that could not make 
him that did the fer- 
vice perfect, as per- 

taining to the con- 
{cience, 


10 Which Stood only 


in 


b was a figure for the time then prefent + 
which fort of offences alone, and not to thofe 
prefumptuoufly committed, the efficacy of the 
atonements extended. 

Such was the ritual of Mofes, the Holy Spirit, 
by whom it was prefcribed, jignifying, by this 
dificulty of entrance, and the neceflity’ of the 
incenfe-cloud, and the atoning blood, that the 
way into the holicf place, that is, into God’s im- 
mediate prefence, was not yet made manifeft, 
while the firft tabernacle had its continuance, and 


6t, 


SECT. 
ri. 


retained its {tation and ufe, or in other words, 


while the Jewifh oeconomy lafted; Which, 
far from being the grand and ultimate fcheme, 
[ts} only a kind of allegorical fgure and para- 
ble referring to the glorious difplays of the pre- 
Jent time *: in which, neverthelefs, there is hi« 
therto a continuance of the temple-fervice; fo 
that gifts and facrifices are Kill ofered, which 
yet in the nature of things, are not able to make 
the perfon who performs the fervice, perfect with 
refpect to the confcience ; as they refer not to the 
real expiation of guilt, but only to averting fome 
teniporal evils £ which the law denounced on 
tran{greflors. For this the Mofaic difpenfa- 
tion was infuficient, which in the peculiarities 
of it related, not to the views of another life, 
nor the fublimeft means of preparing the foul 
for it; [but confifted] only © in the diftinction 

be- 

Woo TEs. 


' © Referring to the prefent time.] We 
tender it, for the time then prefent. But 
the words, ess rov xcmpov Tov evesnxola, 
may certainly bear the rendering which I 
have given them 3 and I would underftand 
it, not merely as if he had faid that this 
fimilitude of comparifon may be properly 
ufed in this prefent time, as to the temple 
at Jerufalem, which has its holy of holies, 
as the Mofaic tabernacle had; but that the 
conftitution before defcribed, was a figu- 
rative reprefentation of the Chriftian dif= 
penfation, which at the time when the 
apofile wrote, was difplayed in all its 
glory. , 
f Averting fome temporal evils.] ‘This 
in a few wotds exprefles what I take to be 
of the greateft importance for underftand- 
ing the Mojfaic facrifices ; which is, that 
they were never intended to expiate offen- 
ces.to fuch a degree, as to deliver the fin- 
ner from the final judgment of God in 
another world; but merely to make his 


Hz 


peace with the government under which 
he then was, and to furnifh bim with a 
pardon, pleadable againft any profecu- 
tion which might be commenced againft 
him in their courts of jujtice, or any ex= 
clufion from the privilege of drawing near 
to God, as one externally at peace with 
him, in the folemnities of his temple- 
worfhip. .And I muft defire the reader 
to examine, and digeft this explication, 
that T may not be under the neceflity of 
repeating it for the illuftration of what is 
to follow. 

& [Confifted)] cnly.} The conftruéion 
of the Greek is perplexed: I have given 
the verfion that {eemed to me moft natu 
ral;. but Mr Peirce would conneét the 
two verfes thus, He who worfhipped— 
with meats and drinks ; and reads J ixcse= 
wala intead of Sinciapmact, in conformi- 
ty. with the Alexandrian and other manu- 
Jferipts ; fapplying alive nv; which were 
corporeal ordinances, impofed fill the time of 


refir- 
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od 
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But Chrift entered into heaven with his own blood : 


between different kinds of meats, clean or un- 
clean; and drinks, fome of which were allow- 
ed, and others denied to priefts in fome circum- 
{tances, and to Nazarites in others; and in dif- 
ferent baptifms, or wa/bings either of the whole 
body, or a part of it in water, as different ocea- 
fions demanded; and in a variety of other ordi- 
nances relating to the purification of the fle/h, 
which were to continue in force only till the time 
of reformation, when things fhould be put into 
a better fituation by the appearance of the Mef- 
fiah himfelf in hischurch. = But Chrif#f having 
now appeared, and being become an High Prieft 
of thofe good things which were then future, and 
which the church through preceding ages ex- 
pected us to come, the obligation of thefe things 
would of courfe foon be fuperfeded. Accor- 
dingly he performed his miniftry in a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle above, not made 
with human hands, that is, not making any 
part of this lower creation. Neither doth he 
expiate the guilt of his people Jy prefenting be- 
fore God the blood of goats, and of calves,®and 
of young bullocks, which were the nobleft fa- 
crifices the high prieft prefented in the day of 
atonement; but it is by the efficacy of his own 
blood, which he continually pleads before the Fa- 
ther, that he bath entered once for all into the 
holy place above *, having obtained [for us] by 


his perfect facrifice, that eternal redemption and. 


falvation, of which all the remiffions and all the 
benefits procured by the miniftration of the Aa- 
ronical priefthood, were but very imperfe@t fi- 
gures. 

And certainly a little refleion may convince 
us of this; for if the blood of bulls and of goats, 
of which I have juft been fpeaking, when pre- 
fented to God with the appointed circumftances 
on the day of general expiation; and in cafes of 
perfonal pollution, the afbes of the red heifer, 
burnt with hyflop, fcarlet wool, and other in- 
gredients, being mingled with water, and 

Sprinkled 
NiO. DRE tase 
reformation, that is, the appearance of the 
Meffiah. 


h Entered once.] ence Bifhop Pearfon the Creed, p. x09. 
anfers, that Chrift afcended only ence for 


oa 


in meats and drinks». 
and divers wathings ,. 
and carnal ordinances: 
impofed on them un- 

til the time of refor- 

mation. 


1x But Chrift be- 
ing come an High 
Prieft of goodthings . 
tocome, by a great- 
er and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is 
to fay, not of this 
building ; 


1z Neither by the 
blood of- goats, and 
calves, but by his 
own blood he enter- 
ed in once into the 
holy place, having 
obtained eternal re- 
demption for us. 


13 For if the blood 
of bulls and of goats, 
and the afhes of an 

heifer 


all into heaven, and not again and again, 
as the Socimians pretended. 


Pearjon on 
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And his blood cleanfes our confcience from dead works. 


63 


heifer fprinkling the fprinkled on the perfons who were ceremonially S@cr. 


unclean, fanétifieth 
to the purifying of 
the flefh ; 


unclean, fanétifieth to the cleanfing of the flefb, 
and hath fo much efhcacy in confequence of the 
Divine inftitution, as to reconcile God to the 
whole Jewifh people in the former inftance, and 
in the other, to introduce perfons to the liber- 
ty of approaching him in his fanctuary, which 
would otherwife have been denied them: 
‘14 How much 
more atl’ P0e Ghrift i be, even of that Divine Saviour, who 
through the eternal Sy the aids of the eternal Spirit *, fupporting 
Spirit offered himfelf the infirmities of his human nature, and ani- 
prichout ae nee mating him to the exercife of all thofe virtues 
pr Gee deadworks and graces which fhed fuch a luftre around all 
to ferve the living the infamy of his crofs, offered him/elf, as a mokt 
ees Spotlefs and acceptable facrifice ta God? How 
much more, I fay, fhall that blood of his avail 
to cleanfe your confcience from the pollutions ye 
have contracted by your dead unprofitable and 
finful works, that ye may freely approach, and 
ferve the living God with acceptance? How 
furely fhall it appeafe that confcioufnefs of 
guilt, which might otherwife be fo painful to 
us, and introduce us to prefent our homage in 
the Divine prefence, with the hope of the moft 
favourable regard ? 


POEs eG hog VM Boo New. 


fe BS whole progrefs of the apofle’s argument, will lead us to 
reflect on the reafon we have for thankfulnefs, whofe eyes 

are 

NOOR bee 


i How much more fhall the blood of Chrift.| life by thig Spirit. And I have the plea- 


The argument in thefe words feerns to 
confift in this: it was merely by an arbi- 
trary appointment, that blood and afbes, 
which in themfelves are rather defiling, 


‘fhould be the methods of purification; 


but a death like that of our bleffed Lord, 
has in itfelf a proper and mighty energy 
to promote the purification of the foul. 

k Eternal Spirit.| Many have under- 
{tood this of the Deity in general, or the 
Divine nature of Chrift. But fince the 
words may in a very good and confiftent 
fenfe be referred to the Spirit, I could not 
acquiefce in any other interprctation, 
Bithop Fell confiders them in the fame 
light, and pertinently mentions Chrift’s 
being conceived, proclaimed, anointed 
for working miracles, and at laft volun- 


| Tarily laying down, and taking up, his 


ture to find Dr Owen, (on the Spirit, p. 143. 
fee alfo his Expo/ition on the place,) ex~ 
prefling himfelf to the fame purpofe; 
mentioning alfo, agreeable to the para-~ 
phrafe, that by this Spirit Chrift was 
frengthened in the exercife of that admira- 
ble faith, fubmiffion, charity and zeal, 
which he fhewed in his dying moments. 
—But when this Spirit is called eternal, 
I can never think with Dr Patrick, (on 
Numb, xix. 4.) that it refers to the du- 
rable nature of the afhes ufed for purifica- 
tion under the law; nor with Mr Hallet, 
(Notes and Difcourfes, vol. 1. p. 36.) that 
it is oppofed to the /pirit of brutes, or re- 
lates to the eternal redemption purchafed 
by Chrift. It feems a plain teftimony to 


the eternity, and confe quently he Deity: 


of the Holy Spirit. 
\ 


Ik 
ew 
Heb. 

IDS) 230 


How much more efficacious fball the blood of 14 


64 Refleclions on the Jewiph facrifices, and that of Chrift. 


gs are directed, not to an earthly fanétuary and its furniture, fplen- 


did indeed, yet comparatively dark, mutable, and perifhing; but 


wee to the Aolie/t of all, the way to high is now clearly manifefted. 
1,2 What matter of folid and everlafting joy, that whereas thofe gifts 
9 and facrifices were incapable of making thofe perfect who prefent- 
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ed them, or attended upon them, and the ordinances of that fanc+ 
tuary, confifted only in meats and drinks and corporeal purifica- 


“tions and ceremonies ; we by faith behold an High Prieft of a bet- 


ter and more perfeét tabernacle, an High Prieft who hath wrought 
out eternal redemption,-and entered once for all into heaven for 
us! Eternal redemption! who hath duly confidered its glorious 
import? To him, and only to him, who hath attentively confi- 
dered it is the name of the Redeemer fufliciently dear. But O, 


what fhort of the poffeffion of it, can teach us the true value! 


What, but to view that temple of God above, where through his 
interceflion we hope to be made pi//ars, and from thence, to look 
down upon that abyfs of mifery and deftru€tion from which no- 
thing but his b/ocd was fufficient to ranfom us! 

Let that blood which is our redemption be our confidence. 
We know there was no real efficacy in that of bulls, or of goats, 
or in the afbes of an heifer /prinkling the unclean. All that thefe 
things could do, was to purify the fle/b, and to reftore men to an 
external communion with God in the Fewi/b fanGtuary. But the 
blood of Chrift can purify the confcience, and reftore its peace when 
troubled, when tortured with a fenfe of guilt, contracted by dead 
works, which render us unfit for, and incapable of Divine con- 
verfe. ‘To that blood therefore let us look: let the death of 
Chrift be remembered, as the great /potle/s {acrifice by which we 
draw nigh unto God; and let thofe virtues and graces which were 
difplayed in it, under the influences of that eternal Spirit, which 
was given unto him without meafure, concur with that benevo- 
lence which fubjected him to.it for our fakes, to recommend him 
to our humbleft. veneration, and our warmett affeCtion. 

To conclude, fince it is fo exprefsly faid, that the Holy Ghoft fig- 
nified in fome degree the great and important doétrines of the gof- | 
pel by the conftitution of the Zewi/b ritual; let us think of that 
ritual, whatever obfcurity may attend it in part, with a beco- ° 
ming efteem; and perufe it with a view to that great Antitype, 
who is in every fenfe the end of the law for righteoufne/s to every 
one who believeth; to him, who by fulfilling it hath given it a 
glory, much brighter than that which was reflected upon it from 
the face of Mo/es, or the moft {plendid magnificence of Solomon's 
temple. \ 


Sey Cece 


He is the Mediator of the new covenant. 
F 


Di aCe XII. 


The apoftle difcourfes by way of digreffion, on the neceffity of fhed- 


. ding Chrift’s bload, and the fufficiency of the 
if. Heb. IX. 


Heprews IX. 1s. 


AND for this caufe 

he is the Media- 
tor of the new tef- 
tament, that by 
means of death, for 
the redemption of the 


tranfereffions that 
were under the firft 
te{tament, they 
‘which are cailed 
might receive the 
promife. of eternal 
inheritance, 


16 For where a tef- 
tament is, there muft 
alfo of neceffity be 
the death of the tef- 
tator. 


17 For a teftament 
is 


a Mediator of a new covenant.) This 
is the only place in the New Teftament, 
where d:a4nxn can be fuppofed to fignify 
a teflament or will, rather than a covenant. 
But the mediator of a teffament isa very 
improper expreffion; and one cannot fup- 
pote the apo/tle would play on the ambi- 
guity of the word; I therefore think with 
Mr Peirce, that it is better here to retain 
the ufual tranflation of it.—Redemption in 
the next claufe plainly fignifies purchafing 


the pardon. 


b Immediate reference.] For the 
proof of this I muft refer my readers to 
what my, learned friend Dr Warburton has 
written, I think, irrefragably on this 
fubject, in his elaborate and ingenious 


: atonement made by 
15, to the end. 


Hesrews IX. 15. 

Have juft mentioned the offering which 

Chrift made of himfelf to God by the eternal 
Spirit; andit is a fuject fo delightful and fo im- 
portant, that I muft dilate upon it a little more 
largely. Attend to it therefore, that he is in 
this refpeé?, and for this purpofe, the Mediator 
of a new and better covenant *, far preferable to 
that of Mofes; that death being undergone, for 
the redemption and expiation of tran/greffions a- 
gainft the former covenant, and which could not 
be removed by it, they who are called to the en- 
gagements and benefits of this, might receive 
the promife of an eternal inheritance, to which 
that of Sinai had no immediate reference ° ; its. 
promifes only relating to an inheritance in Ca- 
naan, and to thofe temporal enjoyments which 
were there conferred upon thofe who were obe- 
dient tothe Divine law: ~ I fay, it is in con- 
fequence of his undergoing death, that’he effec- 


tually fecures thefe bleflings to us by his cove+ 


nant; for where a covenant [is] anfwerable to 
that which typified this of what I now fpeak, it 
neceffarily imports the death of that by which the 
covenant is confirmed *: For you know that 


fa- 
NixOe 17 abaes. 
volumes on the Divine Legation of Mojes. 
© By which the covenant is confirmed.} 
Mr Peirce would render it, of that facri- 
fice which is appointed by God to pacify ; 
and he brings a’remarkable inftance from 
Appian where Siabenev@ fignifies pacifier. 
He faith the feope of the writer requires 
that it fhould be fo tranflated here; and 
accordingly in the next verfe he renders 
it, The pacifier can do nothing, as long as he 
liveth. . But I think if dieSewev@ be ren- 
dered, he by whom it is confirmed, the ar- 
gument will be clearer. Yet I confefs 
confiderable difficulties attend both thefe 
interpretations; though the conne€ion 
with what follows appears eafier upon 
that which I have given. The reader 
r will 


16 


13 


66 Which imphes the death of that, which confirms it. 


SECT. facrifical rites have ever attended the moft cele- 
w+ brated covenants which God hath made with 
Heb. men; fo that I may fay, @ covenant [ts] con- 
1X37. firmed over the dead, fo that it. does not avail, 
nor has any force at all, while he by whom it is 

18 confirmed liveth. From whence, and on which 
principle we may obferve, neither was the firft 
[covenant,] of which we have been fpeaking, I 
mean that of Mofes, originally tranfatted with- 

49 out the d/losd of an appointed facrifice. For 
when every command was fpoken and delivered 
according to the law, by Mofes, to all the people, 

it is exprefsly faid, that taking the blood of calves 

and goats mingled with water, and dipping in- 

* to it a piece of /carlet wool, and a bunch of Ay/- 
fop 4, he fprinkled the book it/elf, which contain- 

ed the covenant, and all the people who were to 

‘20 enter into it; Saying at the fame time, This 
[is] the blood of the covenant, which God hath 
commanded with re/peé? to you, appointing you 

to declare your confent to the terms of it, as you 

21 defire Divine favour and acceptance. And 
the tabernacle, and all the veffels of Divine fer- 

vice with which it was furnifhed, he al/o /prink- 

22 Jed with the fame blood of the facrifices. And 
indeed almoft all things were under the law puri- 

ed by blood in their firft confecration; and it was 

by blood that they were cleanfed from pollution, 
whether general or fpecial. 4nd if any tranf- 
grefhon had been committed through ignorance 

or furprife, yet fo folicitous was the blefied God 

to maintain the honour of his law and the de- 


corum 
NOT sBaas: 


is of force after men 
are dead: otherwife 
it is of no ftrength at 
all, whilft the tefta- 
tor liveth. 


~ 


18 Whereupon nei+ 
ther the firft te/fament 
was dedicated with- 
out blood. 


16 For when Mo- 
fes had fpoken every 
precept toallthe peo- 
ple according to the 
law, he took the 
bleod of calves and 
of goats, with water 
and {carlet wool, and, 
hyffop, and {prinkled 
both the book and al} 
the people, 

20 Saying, This is 
the blood of the tef-- 
tament which God 
hath enjoined unto 


you. 

21 Moreover, he 
fprinkled _likewife 
with blood, both the 
tabernacle, and all 
the veffels of the mi- 
niftry. 


22 And almoft all 
things are by the law 
purged with blood; 

and 


will do well, if he confule Dr Whitby 
upon this pailage, who affigns and yindi- 
cates an interpretation much the fame 
-with that which is propofed in this perfion 
and paraphrafe.-—The phrafe avalnn ge- 
eeoScu, Which I have rendered, nece/fari- 
fy impor{s, is very ftrong; the death mutt 
be produced, it muft not only be effetted, 
but alfo made apparent. Elfuer hath 
fhewn, (Oh/erv. vol, It. p. 361.) that the 
word pepeoSa: is uted in a forenfic fenfe, 
for what is produced, and proved, or 
made apparent in a court of judicature. 

d Scarlet wool, and hyffop.} St is cer- 
tain that Mofes, in his account of this 
tranfaction, (Lev. xvi.) does not mention 
all theie cireumf{lances, Probably St Paul 


received them from tradition, Ceremonies 
of a fimilar kind are prefcribed, Lev. xiv. 
4,6. 49,52. as in cleaning the leper. 
And it is,highly probable, that the fprink- 
ling the blood of the fin-offering might be 
doné in this method. The blood was 


mixed with water, to /preferve it from - 


coagulating ; and perhaps to this the 
mixture of /acramental wine with water, 
which pretty foon prevailed in the primi- 
tive church, might have fome intended. 
reference. It is the opinion of Dr Owen, 
that the ceremony here referred to, was 
con{tantly performed on the day of atone- | 
ment. But it is certain it is not exprefsly 
preferjbed in the account given us of the 
ritual of that day. 

£ Ne 


\ "Yet it was not neceffary Chrift fhould fuffer often : 67 
— Aeeaieeataisg corum of his adminiftration, that in cafe of fuch Szev. 
yY ) - ou. . d 
fon. «CO ences without foedding of blood, where an ani- . *?° 
. mal facrifice could be procured, there was no Heb. 
Sorgivene/s of fin °. TX. 22. 


23 Ttwasthercfore — (¢ was] therefore neceffary according to the 23 


necefflary that the pat- 
terns of things in the 
heavens fhould be pu- 
rifled with thefe; but 
the heavenly things 
themfelves with bet- 
ter facrifices than 
thefe. 


24 For Chrift is 
not entered into the 
holy places made with 
hands, which are the 
figures of the true; 
butinto heaven itfelf, 
now to appear in the 
prefence of God for 
us : 


25 Nor yet that he 
fhould offer himfelf 
often, as the high 
prieft entereth into 
the holy place, every 
year with blood of o- 
thers : 

26 (For then muft 
he often have fuffered 
fince thé foundation 
of the world:) but 
now once in the end 
of the world hath he 
aps 


© No forgiveneft.] I look upon this 


Divine appointment, that the tabernacle, and 
thofe inftruments and utenfils belonging to it, 
which were the copies or imitations of things in 
the heavens, fhould be purified by the blood of 
thefe animal victims; but the celeftial things 
themfelves, with more excellent facrifices than 
they £, even with the facred blood of Chrift him- 
felf, which thefe offerings were defigned to ty- 
pify. And the expedience of this appears 
from the method which God hath in fa& taken ; 
for it is plain, that Chriff is not entered into an 
earthly tabernacle, or holy places made with 
hands, though adorned with ever fo much art 
and expence; [which] at beft [were] but the fi- 
gures, or imperfect copies, of the true; but he 
is entered into heaven itfelf, now to appear in 
the prefence of God for us, as our great High 
Prieft, and ever-glorious and powerful Intercef- 
for... Not that it was neceflary he fbould ofer 
himfelf frequently, as the high prieft entered in- 
to the moft holy place yearly on the day of atone- 
ment, with the blood of others, that is of bullocks 
and goats; For then, as the Jewith facrifice 
was often repeated, fo it would have been necef- 
fary. for bim often to have fuffered in many fuc- 
cellive periods, from the foundation of the world, 
in order to the falvation of good men in their 
feveral ages and generations; which we know 
he did not. But now once for all, at the conclu- 


Jion of the ages ®, he hath been made, manifeft for 
the 


ree rare Gs 
cleanfed. 


N oO 


as a certain proof, that the /tm-offerings 
were not merely tokens of friendfhip re- 
flored between God and the offender; but 
that the blood was looked upon as’ the 


+ confideration on which ‘the pardon was 


granted, being an acknowledgment on the 
part of the offerer that he had deferved 
death if God had been {trict to mark of- 
fences, 

f The celeftial things themfelves with 
more excellent facrifices.]| Tt may perhaps 
feem ftrange, that cele/tial things fhould be 


fpoken of as needing to be purified and 


Vou. VEL i 


as the facred dwebling and. the veffels were 


24 


s 


25 


26 


But it is to be confidered, that - 


efteemed, to be polluted by the Ifraelites,’ 


who in various degrees had accefs to them ; 
fo heaven would have been, as it were, 
polluted by the entrance of fuch finners as 
went into it, had not the blood of Chrift 
intervened, This I think much more na- 
tural, than with Bifhop Fell, to explain it 
of fome pollutions contracted by the fin of 
the angels. 

& Conclufion of the ages.) 
rev atevevis molt exactly rendered; mean- 
ing the Jat of the difpenjations God ever 

; in~ 


So cuvlersia 


68 


5 
IX. 26. 


27 


28 


For he was once offered to bear the fins of many. 
ap ECT. the abolifbing of fin, and wiping out its dreadful 


ca, fcore,~by the facrifice of himfelf, that he might 
purchafe the pardon of it, and effectually teach 
men to fubdue it ®, when they fee fuch a ran- 
fom paid for their forfeited lives. And jut 
as with refpe&t to the common lot of mankind, 
it is appointed to all men once to die, and after 
that the judgment is ordained, which fixes them 
in an unalterable ftate, withons any farther re- 
volution of life and death: So Chrift pafled 
through one death, no more to be fubjeét to the 
poflibility of it, and having once been of ered, as 
the fcape-goat on the great day of expiation, to bear 
the punifhment due to the /ins of many, even of 
all his believing people, and to carry away as it 
were, the guilt of them into the land of obli- 
viony he foall. the fecond time appear to prefide 
in that judgment which men are to undergo. 
And then he fhall come like the high prieft i, 
in his richeft drefs, when the grand act of ex- 
piation was over, without any thing that wears 
the marks of humiliation or abafement, or re- 
fembles the form in which he came'to make an 
atonement for fin *. And while he brings with 
him everlafting terror to all that defpife and re- 
ject him; he fhall manifeft himfelf to thofe who 
have ore for him, to complete their eternal 
falvation ', and condu@ them in their entire 

per- 

N>.O0°T? -ES:§; 


intended to give mankind. See vol. H. happy period; 


siirdts to put away 
fin by the facrifice of 
himfelf. 


24 And as it is 
appointed unto men 
once to die, but af- 
ter thisthe judgment: 


28 So .Chrift was 
once offered to bear 
the fins of many 3; 
and unto them that 
look for him fhall he 
appear the fecond 
time, without fin, 
unto falvation. 


there ts not perhaps an 


Sek. 160. note da. 

bh Purchafe the pardon of it, and teach 
men to fubdue it.} Dr Harris (in his 

Difcourfe on the principal Reprefentations of 
the Meffiah, p. 252.) explains ese abernawv 
anaerias, for the abolifhing of fin, of 
wiping out a fcore, fo that it fhould be no 
Yonger aétionable. But I think it extends 
to every method of abelifbing’ fin, or put- 
ting it away, and may include, befides 
the fatisfattion made to the Divine juftice, 
the fubduing it alfo in our own hearts, 

i Like the high prieft.} I doubt not 
but there is indeed, as Limborch fup- 
pofes, an allufion here to the high priejt 
coming out to blefs the people who were 
waiting for him in the temple when the 
great day of atonement was over. And as 
he then appeared in his golden garments, 
whereas before he had officiated in the plain 
drefs of a common priecft; and’ as the 
trumpet of the jubilee, on that year found- 
ed to proclaim the commencement of that 


image that can enter into the mind of 
man more fuitable to convey the grand 
idea which the apo/t/e intended to convey 
by it, than this would be toa Jew, who 
well knew the grand folemnity to which it 
referred. 

k Without fin.| Mr Fleming fuppofes 
this refers to Cheitt s having, in that 
great day, the glory of the Shechinah upon 
him, of which the fplendor of the richeft 
habits Aaron and his fons wore was but 
a faint fhadows; and that it farther alludes 
to the tripping Adam of that glory which 
he contraéted from his firft interview with 
the Shechinah, as foon as he had finned. 
In confequence of which, Chrift appear- 
ing in the days of his flefh like one of us, 
without this glory, might be faid to come 
as. with fiz, or, as it is exprefled Rom. 
viii. 3, In the likenefs of finful flefh. Flem. 
Chriftology, vol. UL. p. 301. 

1 To Salvation : eis catnetay.| Wolfius 
is of opinion, that thefe words fhould be 

con. 


Reflections on our obligations to Fefus Chrift. 69 


perfons, to thofe regions of glory which he hath S ecx- 
prepared for them. ‘ be Ta. 

eee) 
De ERP ARE OO Pe BOOMER. NT? 


WE are heirs of an eternal inheritance, and we owe all our 

. expectations of it to the Mediator of that better covenant, Ver. 1s 
who at the expence of his own db/oed procured redemption fromthe 
guilt and condemnation of thofe tranfgreffions which have been 
committed under the firft covenant : what praife do we owe to that 
voluntary viélim, who made his blood the /eal of that better co- ‘16 
venant? O, that as all the veffels of the /anétuary, and all the 
people were fprinkled with the blood of the facrifices, on that day 19, az 
when Mo/es entered them into folemn covenant with God; fo. 
our fouls and all our fervices might be under the /prinkling of the 
blood of Fefus! By the efficacy of that were the heavenly places 23 
fanétified and prepared for us; by that our way into them is o- 
pened: let us be daily looking up to the Lord Fefus Chrif?, as 
gone to appear in the prefence of Cod for us, and entered into hea- 
ven with his own blood. May his death be as efficacious to fub- 24, 25 
due the power of fin in our hearts, as it is to expiate our guilt be- 
fore God. ‘Then may we look forward with pleafure to the great 
folemnities of death and judgment, and expeQt that faithful Re- 27, 8 
deemer, who though he is to come no more as a /acrifice for fin, 
will then appear for the complete falvation of all, who have obe- 
diently received him under that character, and waited for him 
according to his word. 
_ Inthe mean time, that we may be engaged thus to apply to 27 
him, and improve our knowledge of him to the great purpofes in- 
tended; may we live in the continual views of death, as what is 
indifpenfably appointed to men ; and remember that it is our cer- 
tain inevitable doom. May we alfo confider it, as ftanding in a 
moft certain connection with judgment ; afluring ourfelves, that 
whatever the period of time between the one and the other may 
be, there is no room for a change in our character or ftate. Let 
therefore the thoughts of judgment, and its awful eternal confe- 
quences ftir us up to a diligent preparation for death. Let it en- 
gage us to make an immediate application to Chriff as the great 
Saviour, with entire fubmiffion to his princely authority ; for if 


that be difregarded, how fhall we meet him as our Judge! For 
when 


Nat. Odes Es 
conneéted with thofe immediately pre- pear—fo falvation. And certainly this is 


ceding, as exprefling the view with which much more natural, than with Beza and 
they waited for the returning Saviour, 
namely, that they might obtain complete 
falvation. But, with Grotius, I think it 
preferable to conne& them in this man- 
Ker, opoyceraim—crg TwTNeIeY, he foall ap- 


Te 


Erafmus Schmidius, to refer it to fo re- 
mote a claufe as cig To WoAAwy aveveyuely 
auaolac to bear the fins of many, in order 
to their falvation., See Wolfii Cure Philo- 
logic. in loc. 

a Shae 


7° 


‘faic law to the gofpel : 


The legal facrifices could not make them perfec : 

ue when he appears the fecond time for the falvation of his people, 
es he wall execute righteous vengeance on his enemies; and that 
vengeance can never appear /o terrible, as when confidered as co- 
ming from the mouth of sim who was once manifefted to take a- - 


way fin by ee of himfelf. 


e 


Sicak Cone ee Be 


The apoftle returns from his digreffionto prove, that the legal ce- 


remonies could not by any means purify the confcience ; 


and from 


thence argues the infufficiency of the Mofaic law, and the necef- 


Heb. X. 


I. 


fity of locking beyond it. 


HEBREWS X. 


Iy---15- 


. By.OF. fee that it is the defign of all this dif. 


courfe, to raife-your minds from the Mo- 
and it is an important 
defign, which the dearer you are to me, the 
more earneftly I muft purfue. For the law ha- 
ving, as it were, only a /badow, or imperfect 
fketch, of future good things, and not the com- 
plete delineation, or the very image. of the things 
[themfelves *,| could by no means, even. by thofe 
Paaee of atonement which they always ofer 
yearly », and are the moft folemn which belong 
to the whole Hebrew ritual, perfec? thofe who 
come unto [them, | {o as to remove the moral guilt 


HEBREWS X& 1x. 

oe Law hi aving 

fhadow of good 
thm 26 to. come, and 
not the very image of 
the things, can never 
with thoie facrifices 
which they offered 
year by year conti- 


nually, make the 
comers thereunto 
perfect, 


of their offences, and bring them into a ftate of 


reconciliation with God, and to that fettled peace 
of confcience which refults from a fenfe of his 
favour. And indeed the very circumftance 
of their yearly repetition is a proof of this; for 


‘ otherwife, that is, could they have made fuch a 
complete reconciliation, they would have ceafed 


ta 
NY OS VES Bias: 

a Shadow and images oxsav, erxove. | 
Here is an allufion, te apprehend, to the 
different {tate of a painting, when the firjt 
fketch only is drawn, and when the pre- 
ceding is finifhed.> or to the firft fketch 
of a painting, when compared with what 
is yet more expreflive than even the 
compleateft painting, an exact image: I 
cannot be of opinion, with Mr> Peirce, 
that erev, image, here fignifies the origi- 
nal from whence the delineation or draught 
is made. It is a very unufual fenfe of the 
word; nor can I think, Rom. 1. 23. faf- 
ficient to juftify and fupport it. Befides, 
even under the go/p al, we haye not the 


propriety. 


thereunto.perfett. 


s 


2 For then would 
they not haye ceafed 
to 


heavenly bleffings themfelwes, but only a 
clearer reprefe ntation or revelation of them. 
b Sacrifices which they always offer year- 
ly.) The facrifices offered on the day of 
atonement, being by far the moft folemn 
of any of the expiatory kind among the 
Jews, are mentioned here with the utmoft 
And this interpretation feems 
to {uperfede the neceffity of following 
Mr Peirce’s tranflation, who would, by 
tranfpofing tl 1€ points, render i it; The tariy 
having only fhadow of good things 10 come— 
yearly, can never with the Jame facrifices, 
“which they conti imually offer, make ihe comers 


© They 


‘margin, 


The blood of bulls and goats could not take away fin: 


to be offered? becaufe 
that the worthippers 
once purged, fhould 
have had no more 
eonfcience of fins. 


the efficacy of that atonement to the laft mo- 
ment of their lives, on applying to it on any fu- 
ture occafion ; as we Chriftians do, by renewed 
acts of faith on our great Sacrifice, if through 
the frailty of human nature we are fo unhappy 


3 But in thofe /a- 
erifices there is a re- 


membrance — again 
made of fins every 
year. 


as to fall into fin. 


fhews that their efficacy is fo far from extend- 
ing, as that of the true expiation does, to all 
nations, times, and places, that it only looks 
back upon the year compleated 4, and hath no 
influence, even with regard to thofe perfons who 
‘are aCtually prefent in the temple, on any thing 


future. 
4 For it is not pof- 
fible that’ the blood 
of bulls and of goats 
fhould take away fins. 


And indeed the reafon of this is plain; for 4 
[it zs] in‘the nature of things, impoffible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats /hould, on the whole, 


take away fins, or make a real atonement to God 
as the great Governor of the world, for the mo- 
ral guilt of any tranfgreflion; though it may by 
Divine appointment put a {top to any farther pro- 
fecution which might proceed in Jewith courts, 
or any fuch extraordinary judgment, as the pe-. 
culiar {tate of things among that people might 


5 Wherefore, when 
he cometh into the 
world, he faith, Sa- 
crifice and offering 
thou wouldeft not, 

but 


otherwife require. 


« haft 


NOR 5B G2 


© They would have ceafed to be offered. | 
This reading is more eafy and natural 
than that which our franflators have fol- 
lowed; while they have placed this in the 
It is f{upported by many copies, 
and adopted by the Vulgate and Syriac 
verfion. 

d Looks back upon the year compleat- 
ed.] Iam furprifed that Diodate fhould 
imagine this muft have been exprefsly re- 
vealed to the apo/fle s I think it fufficient- 
ly appears from the tenor of the Mo/aic 
jaw ; for if the expiation was to be offer- 


ed yearly for the whole people, it muft 
include the expiation of fins remaining 
unatoned to the time of its offering; and 
if it were to be repeated the next year, it 
could reach no further. —But {till it mutt 
be remembered, that this only referred to™ 
thofe femporal punifhments which God, 
as the King of Ifrae/, might have inflicted 
upon the. whole people, if by a neglect of 
this annual atonement, they had in effect 
broke their covenant, and thrown a con- 
tempt upon his inftitution. 


But in them, [there is| of 3 
courfe, as it were, a yearly commemoration of fins, 
by a yearly prefentation of the atoning blood of 
new facrifices in the moft holy place; which 


Therefore when the Mef- 5 
fiah. is defcribed in David, as making his en- 
trance into the world, he faith, in thofe well- 
known words, (Pfal. xl. 7.) “‘ Sacrifice and ofer- 

_ ing thou wouldeft not Laccept,] but a body thou 


7% 


to be offered © any more, at leaft by the fame per- Secr. 
fons : becaufe they who had performed that fer- 
vice, being once purified by it, would have had Heb. 

no more confcioufnefs of fins; but have enjoyed *X- + 


13. 


3 Therefore he faid, Lo, I come to do thy will, 


Sect. 6 

13+ 66 
Vw y 
Heb. 
XK. 6. 6 


7« 
é¢ 
ce 
ce 
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haft provided me *, in which I may render 
thee'a more acceptable fervice : Ln whole 
burnt-offerings and fin-offerings thou hadft no 
complacency, when confidered in this view, 
and in reference to this great event. Then 
I faid, with.the moft cheerful confent: Be- 
hold, I come; in the volume of the book £, which 
contains the ancient prophecies, if 7s written 
of me, that I fhould accomplith this fervice, 
and I delight to do thy will, O my God; for 
thy law in all its branches is within my heart.” 


i. 


O God. 


but a body haft thow 


prepared me: 

6 In burnt-offer- 
ings and facrifices for 
fin thou haft had ne 
pleafure : 

7. Then’ faid I, 
Lo, I come (in the 
volume of the book 
it is written of me) 
to do thy will, O 
God. } 


8 Having in effet faid above, As for facrifice and 
offering, whether they were burnt-oferings, or 
facrifices for fin, thou didft not defire [them,] or 
take pleafure [in them,] which comprehends ing for fin 
the moft material and confiderable of thofe things 

9 which were of ered to God under the law ; 


8 Above, when 
he faid, Sacrifice, and 
offering, and burnte 
offerings, and offer- 
thou 
wouldeft not, neither 
hadft pleafure therein 


Then (which are offered by 


he faid, Behold, I come to do thy will, O God. So. the law;) 


that you fee, he taketh away the firft, that is, 
burnt-offerings and facrifices, that he may efta- 
blifh the fecondy that is, doing God’s will ; point- 
ing therein to that great act of obedience, by 
which the pardon of fin was to be fecured, and 


9 Then faid he, 
Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God. He 
taketh away the firft, 
that he may eftablifh 
the fecond. . 


the Divinle honour moft effectually promoted, 


10 Jn the execution of which will we are fanétified, 
cleanfed from our fins, and recommended to the 
Divine acceptance, even by the offering up the 
body of our Lord Fefus Chrift once for all, as an 


atoning facrifice. 


ro By the which 
will we are fanétified 
through the offering 


Chrift once for all. 


And 


NOE 2B 1S. 


© A body haf? thou provided me.| After 
having deliberately confidered the various 
interpretations which have been given of 
this text, I find none fo probable as that 
of Mr Peirce, who fuppofes that the ori- 
ginal reading of the Hebrew which the 
Seventy follow, inftead of mK was 519 N; 
_and that nr fometimes fignifies to pro- 
cure, as well as to dig and then their 
verfion will be juftified, and the apojtle’s 
following it eafily accounted for. Next 
‘to this is the folution of the ingenious and 
learned Mr Saurin, who fuppofes the Se- 
‘venty chofe to expfain the phrafe of boring 
the car, by that of preparing the body for 
fervice, as better known to thofe for 
whom the verfion was intended; and 
therefore preferred alfo by the apa/tle, 
who, though he directs this epiftle to the 
Hebrews, to whom the other cuftom 
might be known, intended it for general 


ufe. Saurin’s Serm. vol. XI. p. 17,—23- 
The interpretation given by Ed/ner, (Q)- 
Jerv. vol. Wl. p. 362.) is much to the 
fame purpofe with this of Mr Saurin. 

£ Volume of the book.) "This is, in the 
Pentateuch, the only book containing pro- 
phecies of Chrift written before David’s 
time. Asif he had faid, I rejoice, that I 
am regiftered in thy book as thy fervant. 
This is the fenfe of Bifhop Fell. On the 
whole, I think the apaftle fo plainly ar- 
gues from this text, that it proves: the 
pfalm to which he refers to be a Jiteral 
prophefy of the Meffiah ; and confequent- 
ly the twelfth verfe of it, which affords 
the only material argument again{t this 
interpretation, muft either be explained 
of thofe iniquities, which, though not proe 
petly: Chrift’s own, were laid upon him; 
or rather, thofe calamities which he bore 
for the expiation of fiz. 


i 


of the body of Jefus 


pe ey Ce iia 


Reflections on the readinefs of Chrift to be our facrifice. 73 
sah aie a a And this agrees with what I obferved above, S=cr- 
Sting and tar be the property of a true and effeCtual atone- , 7? 
ing oftentimes the ment. For indeed every prieft of the Mofaic Heb. 
Ljpebgneaaias law flandeth daily miniftering, and offering the % + 
ee Y fame facrifices often, which, as appears from that 

very circumitance of the repetition of them, can 

12 But this Man, never avail to take away the guilt of fins; But 
tetas aon he, that is, our Lord Jefus Chrift, having of- 
for ever fat down on Jered one ever-eflicacious facrifice for the fins of 
the right-hand of all who fhall believe in him, and obey him, sath 
God; _ for ever fat down at the right-hand of God ; ne- 
ver more to ftand and minifter in fuch a man- 

ner as he has done, but anfwering the great 

character drawn in the prophet, (Zech. vi. 13.) 

of a pricft on a throne, where royal dignity, and 

certain conqueft are added to his other glories; 
13 From hence- For the refi, waiting only till the appointed time 13 

eee come, in which according to the promife we 

Bis fostitool. have been contemplating, all Ais enemies /hall be 
14 For by one of- made the footftool of his feet. For by that one 
Pk! ae an tpt. offering up of himfelf, concerning which we 
that are fanftifed. have been {peaking, he hath for ever perfeéted 
them that are fanétified by it, and on whom its 

blood is, as it were, {prinkled, and hath render- 

ed all believers perfeCtly acceptable to God, and 

made effectual provifion for raifing them to a 

{tate of complete holinefs, felicity, and glory. 


_ 


2 


~~ 


4 
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Gince the /badows are now fled away, and the /ubfance is come; 
fince the moft fubftantial bleffings are beftowed by the go/pel; 
let us celebrate the praifes of him by whom we have received 
them; of him, who fo cheerfully: prefented him/elf a {potlefs /a- 
crifice to God for us. In the body which God hath prepared for 
him, he fulfilled all righteoufne/s, and made a moft perfeet aione- 
ment: in that he, once for all, made full expiation for the jins of 
his people, having no fin of his own to expiate: and O! with 
what grateful emotions of heart fhould we commemorate his love ; 
reflecting, that when all other /acrifices would have been vain, 
he fhould fo readily cry out, Lo, I come, I delight to do thy will, 7 
0 God; when that will of his heavenly Father was, that his bo- 
dy fhould be offered in fo painful and fotragical a manner! With 
fuch readinefs let us too concur in every intimation of the Divine 
good pleafure: let us, like the blefed man whom David defcri- 
bed, not only fear the Lord, but delight greatly in his command- 


ments, (Pfal. cxii. 1.) and labour that the Jaw of Cod may pee, 
' {erie 


Ver. zr 


nm . 


74 Where there is no remiffion there needs ino more fatrifice. 
Sect. ™ feribed on, our hearts, and the.characters grow larger and deépet 


there. 


This fhall please God better than the moft coftly /acrifices, 


Ver.8 even of his own ritual; better than any whole Jurnt-qfering, and 
fin-ofering, though it were az ox, or a bullock, which hath ee 


and hoofs, Pfal. \xix. 31. 


ro . May we be fo fanétified through the /acrifice, of Chrift, accord- 
ing to the will of God, that we may approach the Divine Being 


with acceptance, 


And may we daily be looking to Fefus as fat 


4513 down at his Father’s right-hand, where he waits till his ‘enemies 


are made his footftool. 
full affurance of faith. 


Let us likewife expeét that great event in 
Let our affections be there where fe/us 


fits; and let us live in cheerful confidence, that the Saviour, in 
whofe caufe we are engaged, will haplly, appear triumphant over 


all bis enemies, and ours. Amen. 


roy enliaa Cate XIV. 


The bias urges Chriftians to improve the privileges which Such 


an High Prieft and covenant gave them, to the purpofes of a 
fiducial approach to God, a conftant attendance on ‘his worfbipy 
and a benevolent love to each other. Heb. X. 15,---25. 


HeBprews X.-15. 
SECT. I Have fpoken of Chrift, as having by one of- 
fering of himfelf for ever perfected thofe that 
Heb. are fanctified: and this is a reprefentation very 
X. 15. ad@teeable to the word of God} for even the Ho- 
ly Ghoft teftifieth tous * in that paflage (Jerem. 
XxXxi. 33, &c.) which I have quoted above, after 
16 having before faid, This’ [is] the covenant, 
which I will make with them after thofe days, 
faith the Lord; I will give my laws to be writ- 
ten on their hearts; I will alfo infcribe them up- 
on their minds: my Holy Spirit fhall work in 
them cordial difpofitions humbly to practife and 
. 17 obeythem ; He adds in confequence of this, 
their fins and their tranforefions, how many and 
aggravated foever they may have been, J will 
/ 48 never remember.any more. But where there is] 
{uch an entire remiffion of the/e, as this great am- 
nefty, this univerfal pardon implies, which 
wipes out the very remembrance of all offences, 
[there 

NiZOWAGIE. 
® Teffifieth to us.] Or, as it might be 


rendered, bears witnefs with us, that is, 
afjents to, and confirms by his teftimony 


HEBREWS X. 15. 


JVHER EOF the 

Holy Ghoft alfo 
is a witnefs tous: for 
after that he had faid 
before, 


16, This zs the co- 
venant that I will 
make with them after 
thofe days, faith the 
Lord; I will put my 
laws into theirhearts, 
and in their minds 
will I write them: 

17 And their fins 
ahd iniguities will I 
remember no more. 


18 Now, where re- 
miffion of thefe zs, 
there 


what I have faid; in which fenfe the ori- ” 
ginal word is ufed, as Raphelius hath 
fhown by feveral Greek claffies. 


b Now 


ee 


iF tt ee a 


sn dik ie 


Therefore we fhould draw nigh through the blood of Fefus: 75 


?hereis no more offer- 
ing for fin. 


19 Having there- 
fore, brethren, bold- 
nefs to enter into the 
holieft by the blood 
of Jefus, 

20 By a new and 
living way which he 
hath confecrated for 
us through the vail, 
that is to fay, his 
flefh ; 


_ 24 And having an, 
High Prieft over the 
house of God: 


22 Let wus draw 
hear with a true heart, 
in full affurance o 
faith, having our 
hearts fprinkled from 
an evil cohfcience, 


_ 0 New and living way.J Dr Owen il- 
luftrates this, by obferving that the blood 


of other facrifices was 
ately upon its eflufion ; 
and congealed, it was 
fered or {printkled : 

Chrift is, as it were, 


ving the fame fpirit of life and fan@iifica- 
So that the way of 
approach by i it is faid to be (ace nai weor- 
gare, living, yet, (putting it for Chrift 
who is the Way,) always, as it were, 
See Owen on. the Spirit, 


tion moving an, ite 


newly flain. 


336. 
4 Vou. VI. 


[there is] no more room for any /acrifice for fin, 
which implies that they are remembered, and’ 
remain to be expiated. 

This therefore, my dear brethren, is now our 


SECT. 


PALS 


Heb. 


happy cafe; and let us endeavour to enjoy and X. 19. 


improve it aright. Having fuch liberty to enter 
into the holy places by the eilicacy of this atoning 
blood of Fefus ; Boe that | new-difcover- 
ed and ever-living way , which he hath confe- 
crated for us, through the vail °, that is, by 
means of his fle/b, or of that human nature in 
which he hath vailed his Divine glories, and to 
which it ever becomes us to pay a regard in our 
accefs to God; And [having] alfo fuch a 
great and glorious Prieft over the houfe of Gods 
who mott faithfully manages his Father’s con- 
cerns, and bears a moft terider regard to ours ; 
Let us not ftand at a diftance, as if God were 
inacceflible; but; on the contrary, /et us draw 
near with a ficele and affectionate heart, in the 
full affurance of faith, fupported by fuch confi- 
derations as thefe, which may well embolden 
us, (confcious as we are of our own unworthi- 
nefs,) to make our approach unto him in the 
moft cheerful expectation of his blefling. Only 
let us take care that this approach be made in a 
regular and proper manner, as ever we defire to 
meet with Divine favour and acceptance ; par- 
ticularly, as the water of purification was to be 
{prinkled on the Ifraelites, to cleanfe them from 
any pollutions they might have contracted, fo 
let us fee'to it that we come, having our hearts 
fprinkled from an evil confcience, tree from alk 
allowed guilt and indulged fin. 4nd this is in- 
deed our cafe, if we are true Chriftians: our 

hearts 


N-..O). Toe Be 8 


C»The vail.] It is well known, that 
the vail was a curtain feparating the holy 
from the »oft holy place. ‘Phe prieit 
could not pais to the fantuary, mnlefs he 
paffed through it; fo Chrift could not 
pais into heaven as our High Prieft, till 
he had taken human flefh in his way; and 
till it had been, as it were, put afide by 
death. And I cannot forbear thinking, 
that it may further refer to the Shechinah 
being vailed by this curtain, which bore 
fo renvarkable an analogy to the Divine 
glory of Chrift, as vailed by afluming 
human nature, 


to be ufed immedi- 

for if it were cold 
ae no ufe to be of- 
but the blood of 
always warm, hg- 


I d Boe 


26 


25 


22 


16 And hold faft the profeffion of our hope. 
Sect. hearts are thus fprinkled by the purifying and and our bodies wafh~ 
‘4 cleanfing blood of Jefus, as well as our bodies in Oh a A el 
baptifm wafbed with pure water 4, intended to 
reprefent our being cleanfed from fin. And 
fince we have received fuch. benefits by the gof- 
pel which we have embraced, /et us hold faft the ; 
profeffion of [our] hope ‘, without ever giving 
way to the preflure and agitation of any temp- 
tation, or “wavering in a cafe where we have 
fuch certain and indubitable evidence; for we 
-know that whatever ftorms and cempetts may 
arife, he [is] affuredly faithful who hath promi- 
fed; he will ftand by to defend us, and to make ie 
24 us more than conquerors over all. And let 14 And Jet us con- g 
' us confider each other, and reflect ferioufly on the fder Sa bee i 
circumftances in which we and our brethren are Poa Bob works? : 
fituated, that we may judge, what influence we j 
can uve over them for their advantage, and — 
may endeavour accordingly to provoke, and fti- 
mulate them on fo the exercife of fincere Jove,. 
/ and to a readinefs to all good works, by our ex- 
hortations, and efpecially by our example, and 
by fuch a conduct towards them as may engage 
the return of their affection, and the exertion 
ze of their zeal for the general good: Not de- 
Jerting the affembliyg ourfelves together £, for 
the folemn purpofes of public worfhip, ay the 
manner of fome now [is,] in order to decline 


23 Let us hold faft 
the profeffion of-our 
a without waver- 

: (for he is faith- 
fol that promifed. ) 


Heb. 
X23. 


ee ee ee 


25 Not forfakis ing 
the affembling of our- 
felyes together, as the 
manner of fome is 
but exhorting one a- 


that reproach and perfecution which the attend- her: and fo much 
ance on fuch affemblies may draw after it; but~ che 
exhorting and comforting [one another] as much 
as 
NY LO ee Ss ‘ . 9 
d Bodies wafhed with pure water.) Mr, fingle manufcript. See Dr Mills in lec. 4 


Peirce would make this the beginning of 


£ Affembling ourfelves together.) Mr 
another fentence; and having wafhed our 


bodies with pure water, that is, ‘having 
been folemnly devoted to God in baptifm, 
let us anfwer the engagements of that ho- 
ly ordinance by holding fa? the profeffion of 
our faith, &c. confidering that he is faith- 
ful to the engagements he was pleated to 
‘feal unto us by it.” But I think the fenfe 
will be very eafy and intelligible, if it be 
connected with the preceding words, as 
referring to the cuftom of washing their 
bodies in clean water, before they went 
to worfhip at the /emple, efpecially upon 
their folemn days. 

© Profeffion of [our] hope.] Inftead of 


ermidG:, hope, our tranflators read aisews, 


faith; wpon the authority only of a, 


& 
Peirce is of opinion, that when the apo/tle 3 
‘4 


adds, as the manner of fome is, he intends 
to blame the conduct of the Jews, who 
on account of their old prejudices again{t 
the Gentile converts, abfented themielves 
from the affemblies into which they were 
admitted; and perhaps alfo.to cenfure a 
fimilar behaviour in the Gentile converts 
arifing from prejudices they had newly 
contracted againft the Jews. And he 
imagines this, in fone meature, is inti- 
mated by the ufe of the word ericureyoyn. 
(Compare 2 Theff. ii. r.) But I think the 
account given of the ground of this caution 


-in the paraphrafe, is on the whole much 


more certain, 


& Day 


| Reflections on our liberty of accefs to God. 

the more as ye fee as we can; and this /o much the rather, as ye fee 

eewey epproaching. rhe day approaching ®, that awful day, in which 
we muft appear before the tribunal of God, and 
that day of vengeance upon the Jewifh nation, 
which Chrift hath defcribed as fo terrible an em- 
blem of it. And let none, who would not fhare 
with the enemies of Chrift in the deftru€tion 
which fhall be poured ont upon them, abandon 
his people now, and bafely betray that caufe and 
intereft, by which none {hall on the whole be 
lofers, whatever they may for the prefent fuffer 
on its account. 


POM Pa RG. Pe Ey NE. BY ON er 


aye can be more defirable than to approach to God! what 

more effectually encourage that approach, than the confi- 
deration which the apofile here urges: the new and living way 
which this great High Prieft hath confecrated! Let us then fee 
to it that we thus approach in the way of his own appointment. 
But if we defire acceptance, let us attend to the ftrength of our 
faith, and the purity of our confciences; that inward purity, with- 
out which our bapti/mal wafhing will ftand us in little ftead. To 
eftablith us in a refolution of retaining the profeffion of our faith 
and hope, amidft all the attempts that may be made to wreft it 
out of our hands; Jet us often reflect on the importance of thofe 
promifes we have received, and the infallible fidelity of that God, 
who hath condefcended to enter himfelf into fuch engagements. 
Let the community of that bleffed hope which thefe facred engage- 
merits afford, unite us in the bonds of the moft affeCtionate Jove. 
Inftead of watching over each other for evil, let us confider one 
another’s circumftances with the moft friendly and compaflionate 
eye. And whatever we behold of neceility or diftrefs, let us im- 
mediately be inftigated and quickened kindly to attempt relief 
and affiftance ; that every one may be, as it were in a confedera- 
cy againft the evil by which any one may be attacked, 

Much will this benevolent difpofition be promoted, by a dili- 
gent attendance on the ordinances of religious worfhip; and 
much is it to be lamented, that it is the manner of fo many to for- 
fake them, even the afemblies which are honoured with the pro- 
mife of the Divine prefence; a promife, to the accomplishment 

of 


NO abvek: 

& Day approaching.] They knew that prefent with him about thirty years before 
the day ef Chrift’s final judgment, being the date of this epiitle, (compare Mat. 
certainly future, came nearer and nearer, xvi, 28.) they might infer that shat was 
And from what Chrift had {aid concern- now near, though they fhould not have 
ing the deftruétion of Jerufalem, as to been able to trace it up into its cauies, or 
happen in the lives of fome who had been to calculate the cxatt tume. 2 
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SEcT’ 
14. 
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Heb. 
Doyen 


Ver. 2% 


19,20 


2% 


25 
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27 


If any, having received the truth, fin wilfully, 

of which thou/ands can bear teftimony. Let us guard again{t fo, 
ungrateful and pernicious a neglect; and fet ourfelves to promote 
as far as pofable, mutual edification ; and fo.much the rather, as 
we fee the day approaching; that folemn day, when all our op- 
portunities in this world being come to a period, we mutt ren- 
der up an account of all, It is a day, in which God will bring 
every work into judgment, and every fecret thing, whether it be 
good or evil: let us therefore give all diligence to prepare our- 
felves for it; and remember how happily the ordinances of public 
worthip are calculated to promote that preparation. 


Cte Cole nee 


The apoftle enforces his exhortation fteadily to adhere to their Chri- 
fiian faith, by reminding them of the extremities they had en- 
dured in its defence, and of the fatal confequences of apoftafy. 
Heb. X. 26, to the end. : 


HEBREWS X. 26. HeBrews X. 26. 
Have urged you to a fteadinefs and courage POR if we fin wily 


I 


in the profeflion of the Chriftian faith, and | fully after that we 
: 3 Bite eholecach ave received the 
have cautioned you againft neglecting thole acts knowledge of the 


of public worfhip by which it is profeffed, on 
any confideration whatfoever. And] muft con- 
tinue to inculcate the caution with the greateft 


ferioufnefs : for if we fin wilfully * and prelump- 


tuoufly by apoftatizing, after having received 


the knowledge of the truth with fach incontefta- 
ble evidence and power, there remaineth yet no 
more facrifice for fin»; nor is it poflible to find 
any atonement that fhall be efficacious, after 
having thus ungratefully and wickedly difown- 
ed that which God had appointed. But on 
the contrary, all that remaineth is @ certain fear- 
ful expectation of the judgment of God, and of 
his fiery indignation, which is jult ready to de- 
vour the adverfaries of his gofpel, and fhall, in 
a very little time, be poured out upon them,in 
all its terrors. 


truth, there remain-~ 
eth no more facrifice 
for fins, 


27 But a certain 
fearful looking for of 
judgment, and fiery - 
indignation, which 
fhall devour the ad- 
verfaries. 


This 


No One Eee. 


a Tf we fin wilfully.) The emphafis of lead to that 


dreadful 


conclufion. 


the apoftle’s argument mutt lead us to in- 
terpret this of apofta/y from Chriftianity. 
But as Diodate well obferves, it might 
perbaps be exprefled in this more ge- 
neral manner, to intimate how care- 
fully we ought to guard againft eve- 
ry degree of wilful fin, left it thould 
: 


b No more facrifice for fin.]. This 
plainly intimates, as Dr Bates (Harm. 
p. 203.) well obferves, that God will net 
pardon fin without fome facrifice or fatit= 
faétion; clfe the argument would be ins 
conclufive. 


€ Set 


w 


| they muft expect the feveref? punifhment : 


28 He that defpi- 
fed Mofes’ law, died 
without mercy,» un- 
der two or three wit- 
neffes ; 


29 Of how much 
forer  punifhment, 
fuppofe ye, fhall he 
be thought worthy, 
who hath troden un- 
der foot the Son of 
God, and hath count- 
ed the blood of the 
covenant wherewith 
' he was fanétified, an 
unholy thing, and 

hath 


79 


This we might eafily infer from the nature of Secr. 


things, even though we had not been fo exprefs- 
ly warned of it in the word of God. 


ri% 


For if any Heb. 


one, of whatever order and dignity, who fet at X. 28. 


nought the law of Mofes ©, by any prefumptuous 
tran{grefon of it, though that tranfgreffion 
might in itfelf feem ever fo fmall, died without 
mercy on [the evidence of | two or three witne/- 
fes, and was excluded any benefit from thofe 
fin-offerings which were appointed for offen- 
ces of ignorance and inconfideration; 
much feverer punifbment do ye fuppofe he shall be 
counted worthy, who hath not merely infulted a 
faithful fervant, but even trampled upon 4 the 
Son of God, and who hath not only flighted the 
method of reconciliation and purification which 
God hath appointed for lower purpofes, but 
hath accounted the facred blood of the covenant 
by which he was fantiified *, and folemnly fet a- 
part to the fervice of God, @ common or an un- 
clean thing, like the blood of a malefactor juftly 
executed for his crimes ? Now this he certainly 
doth who rejects the gofpel; which cannot pof- 
fibly be done without the greateft imaginable 
outrage to the memory of its Divine Author, 
who, had he not indeed been the extraordinary 
Perfon he profeffed himfelf to be, would defer- 
vedly have been reckoned among the moft detef- 
table of impoftors. dnd fuch an offence is in 

pre- 

NU OM pay ES: 


€ Set at nought the law of Mofes.] This 
evidently alludes to that very important 
precept, Numb. xv. 30, 31. which doom- 
ed to certain death every one who offend- 
ed with an high hand; that is, who was 
guilty of any wilful, deliberate, and pre- 
fumptuous fin, whether in matters, great 
or fmall; though a plea of ignorance or 
inconfideration was allowed where the re- 
bellion and prefumption was not made 
apparent by any overt-att. And this was 
the foundation of the fin-offering, which 
was in fome degree analogous to the 
fmaller punifhment inflicted among us, 
for a crime, in other circumftances, capi- 
tal, where benefit of clergy is fought and 
admitted. 

d Trampled upon.] As it appears to 
me, that this is 4 defcription of a cafe 
that could only occur where what was 


properly the fin againft the Holy Ghoft was 


committed, that is, afcribing the mirc- 
cles wrought by his power to magic, and 
the operation of demons, I-have paraphra- 
fed thefe words agreeable to that prin- 
ciple. 
© By which he was fanlified.] As it 
could not on any principles be certainly 
inferred, that every one who thus apo/ffc- 
tized from Chriftianity had been truly 
renewed, I think it very apparent, that 
this fanétification mult only refer to his be= 
ing externally fet apart, or confecrated to 
God; though I will not certainly fay, 
how far it may, as Bifhop Hoadly has 
thought, refer to the facramental wine re- 
prefenting the blood of the covenant. Hoadiy 
on Epifc. p. 453. Some have interpreted 
it, of the blood whereby Chrift was fanti- 
fied, or dedicated by God as a High Prieft. 
Compare John x. 36. xvii. ro. But the 
former fenfe fecms to me more natural. 
be: 


Of how, 29 
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80 For it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of God. 


SEcT. 


15. 


Heb. 
is 29. 


prefent circumftances the more aggravated, as 
it is plain, that he’ who commits it, has ofered 
the moft coatemptuous injury to the Spirit of 
grace, by whofe miraculous and faving opera- 
tions the truth of the gofpel is demonftrated, to 
fuch a degree, that the higheft blafphemy againft 
him muft virtually be exprefled by fuch a con- 
duct as we here fuppofe. 


30, Avoid therefore all approaches to this with 


ZI 


32 


the moft folicitous care, for the Divine juftice 
is not to be trifled with; as we know him that 
hath faid, (Deut. xxxti. 35, 36.) Vengeance 
[belongeth] to me; I will render recompenfey 
faith the Lord: and again, The Lord will judge. 
his people £; and if he vindicate and avenge the 
injury done to them, he will much more fevere- 
ly animadvert upon thofe which are offered to 
his Spirit and his Son. Now furely you 
muft immediately be fenfible, that [zt zs] dread- 
ful indeed to fall into the hands of the living God ; 
who living for ever, can for ever punifh, in 
what degree he pleafes, the wretched creatures, 
who have made themfelves the objeCts of his fi- 
nal difpleaiure. 

But I humbly hope, you will be delivered 
from fo terrible a ruin; and that you may, I 
will lead back: your thoughts to former events, 
which if duly confidered, may be very inftruc- 
tive, and may prove the means of eftablifhing 


you in your refolution of adhering to the gofpel. 
And I muft particularly urge you to call ta re- 


membrance the former days, in which having 
been enlightened ® with the knowledge of Chri- 
ftianity, and folemnly engaged in the profeflion 


of 
NoO) S Reaichns. 


hath done defpite un- 
to the Spirit of grace? 


30 For we know 
him ‘that hath faid, 
Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, I will re- 
compenfe, faith the 
Lord. And again, 
The Lord fhall judge 
his people. 


31 TI is a fearful 
thing to fall into the 
hands of the living 
God. 


32 But call to re- 
membrance the for 
mer days, in which, 
after ye were illumi- 

nated, » 


£ The Lord will judge his people, &c.] 
The connection feems plainly to require 
this interpretation ; and it agrees very 
well with tive purpofe for which it is here 
introduced. Very few commentators have 


-confidered it in this view; yet fince I 


wrote this, 1 find-Mr Cradock (Apoft. Hi/t. 

. 387.) gives ic the fame fenfe. And 
Raphelius. (Annot. in loc!) hath produced 
a paflage from Xenophon, in which the 
original word yerver, will judge, is ufed to 
fignify vindicating, or pronouncing fen- 
tcuce in favour of, ; 

& Having been enlightened.| By fome 
this is underftood of baptifm; and it is 


certain the fathers ufé the phrafe in that 
fenfe. But I fee no reafon from /cripture 
for limiting it to that interpretation; or 
fuppofing, as Diodate him{elf does, there 
was any efficacy in beptifin to enlighten, any 
more than to regenerate. ‘Though as it 
was indeed the ordinance by which per- 
fons were folemnly entered into the lift of 
thofe, who were in the main, and in the 
judgment of charity enlightened and rege- 
nerated, my refpect for the opinion of fo 
many eminent perfons ancient and moe 
dern, has determined me to hint at the 
fenfe they have generally given to it in 
the paraphrafe, 


ha 


They ought not to caf? away their confidence : 


fated, ye endured a 
great fight of afflic- 
tions; 


t 


33 Partly whilft ye 
were made a gazing- 
ftock, ‘but by re- 
proaches and afflic- 
tions; and partly 
whilft ye became 
companions of them 
that were fo ufed. 


34. Forhehad com- 
paffion of me in-my 
bonds, and took joy- 
fully the fpoiling of 

our goods, knowing 
in yourfelves that ye 
have in heaven a bet- 
ter and an enduring 
fubftance. 


35 Caft not away 
therefore your confi- 
dence, which hath 
great recompenfe,, of 
reward. 


36 For ye have 
need of patience; that 
after ye haye donethe 

‘ willof God, yemight 
~ receive the promife, 


37 For yet a little 
while, and he that 


fhall 


h A great conte/t.] 
_ tical fignification -of 


which givesa view of their courage and bra- obferved, that Ep KOIKE X 
very very proper for his purpofe, while he_ title given to\the Meffiah, Mat xi. 


St 


of it by baptifm, you endured a great conteft of Sect. 


fufferings *, ftruggling and contending as for 


your lives, or what indeed was much more va- 
luable ; Partly as ye were made a public [pec- 
tacle, both by reproaches and affliétions, like men 
expofed on a theatre as infamous; and partly as 
ye were made partakers with thofe.who were fo 
treated, and moft affeCtionately appeared in the 
defence of the Divine caufe, at the greateft ha- 
zard as well as expence. 

And indeed I have reafon to fpeak this upon 
my own knowledge; for ye /ympathized with me 
in my bonds ; and ye took the plunder of your goods, 
not only with patience, but with joy ; knowing 
in yourfelves, that you have upon the fecurity of 
the gofpel-promifes, @ far better, and an endu- 
ring fubjiance in the heavens, where eternal 
riches and felicity await you, when all the pof- 
feflions of earth are loft, and all its forrows come 
to a perpetual period. 

Let the remembrance of thefe things there- 
fore animate you to perfift in fuch heroic refo- 
lutions; and caft not away that confidence of 
yours, and that free and courageous profeflion 
of it, which hath fo great and glorious a recom- 
penfe entailed upon it; even that of eternal life 
and happinefs, which the Divine goodnefs wiil 
beftow as a gracious reward on all who thus 
maintairr it. It will indeed be neceffary, that 
in order to fecure it, you fhould take up a firm 
and vigorous refolution; for ye have ftill need of 
continued patience, that having done the will of 
God during this fhort ftate of probation here, ye 
may receive and inherit the promifé of life and 
falvation, to which ye have already expreffed fuch 
a firm regard. And I hope you will ftill go 
on to maintain the glorious caufe; for it is but 
yet a very little time i, and as God declared by 
the prophet ‘Habakkuk, though he fuppofes he 
might jfor a while tarry, (Hab. ti, 3.) he that 
cometh, he that is known by that illuttrious title 


of 

INS Or Lae Be S. 
This is the empha- i Yet a little time.] Some would render 
the word abrnciw, it, @ little, a very litle tinie.—It has been 
the Comer, is 2 
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wasthuscommending and animating thers. 


f 
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82 For if any draw back God will have no pleafure in hit. 
Sect. of the Comer, even the Lord Jefus Chrift him- Shall come will come; 
15. : and will not tarry. 

2, felf, on whom our eyes and our hopes are fixed, 
Heb. will come to the refcue of his people, and he will 
X. 37 not delay beyond the period which his wifdom 
and faithfulnefs have marked out. He will come 
and open thofe important fcenes, which {hall 
not only conclude our labours and fufferings, é 
38 but abundantly repay them all. But in the qe Pay th aut 
mean time, as it is there added, the juft /hall , eat ae, 
live by his faith, fo we are aflured by the repeat- back, my foul fhall 
ed teftimony of the word of God, that the truly aS no pleafure im 
good man fhall by firm faith in the Divine per- 7" 
fections, promifes and grace, obtain juftification 
and comfort, life and happinefs. Yet if he draw 
back *, my foul, faith the fame Divine oracle, 
Joall have no complacency in him: a total apoftafy 
would expofe even the beft of men to the Di- 
vine difpleafure and abhorrence; as former ex- 
periences of religion would render the guilt of . 
39 fuch apoftafy more aggravated. But bleffled 39 But we are rot. 
e God, we have a cheerful hope of being pre- ae as who draw 
ferved from fo terrible a ftate; for we are not f int ee 
them that draw back to {uch dreadful de/truétion, lieve, to the faving of 
but of them that go on amidft all oppofition ftil] the ful. 
to believe; and fuftained by Divine grace, will - 
perfevere in that happy way, ¢o the prefervation 
and complete falvation of the foul. 


LM UPR 50 kV > oR IE ee NE 


Ver. 26 WE fee the dreadful confequences of finning wilfully, after 
we have received the knowledge of the truth: how diligent+ 
ly fhould we guard againft every, even the leaft appearance of it. 
Should we fall into fo great an evil, there would remain no more 
facrifice for fin: and O how dreadful, to lofe our 'part in that 
a7 great Sacrifice, and be configned over to @ certain fearful escpec- ~ 
tation of wrath, and fiery indignation! but blefled be God, it is 
not yet our cafe. It is not every wilful fin which thus feals up 
the wretched foul to condemnation; for who then could hope for 
heaven? or who in the utter defpair of heaven, could enjoy this 
world? may we not fay who could endure it ? 
If we would avoid this dreadful doom, let us guard againft 


every 
NO). Es 

k Yet if he draw back.|} Werenderthe fenfe in which the Seventy have taken it, 
phrafe in Habakkuk, lifted up. And it —The original word u7oseamlat properly 
is obfervable, that the alteratiow of a fignifies fo fueak of to fink away. Adts xx. 
Jfingle letter changes the reading into this a0. Gal. ii 12. 


Reflections on our obligations to ftedfafinefs. 

€very approach toward any thing which might be interpreted 
treading under foot the Son of God, or doing defpight unto the Spi- 
rit of grace. On the contrary, let us ever retain the moft reve- 
rent affection for the Son of God, and ever cherifh the influences 
of the Spirit. So fhall we avoid the threatened vengeance, and 
efcape that infinitely dreadful thing, the falling into the hands of 
the living God. 

To have experienced in any degree the power and efficacy of 
religion, is the great prefervative againft apofa/y. They who 
have already, like thofe believing Hebrews, made great facrifices 
to their confcience, ought to feel the force of the obligation. ‘The 
ftruggles through whieh they have already paffed, the ' combats 
they have already maintained; fhould have a powerful influence on 
their future refolution, that they may not ftain the luftre of their 
former victories. 

If fuch trials be appointed for us; may our faith be proporti- 
onably ftrengthened ; that we may fake joyfully, not only the /poil- 
ing of our goods, but the torture of our bodies; knowing that we 
have in heaven a better and more enduring fubftance than worldly 
wealth, and a far more glorious abode than thefe tabernacles of 
clay. Let the recompen/fe of reward be kept continually in our 
view ; that thereby that patience may be fupported, of which we 
ever itand in fuch evident need, that after we have done the will 
of God, we may go to inherit the promifes. : 

Let the certain and f{peedy approach of him that is to come, 
daily comfort us, and confirm the faith by which we live; and 
let us {till pour out our fervent fupplications before God, that we. 
may not draw back, which if we do, it will be infinitely fatal. 


Then inftead of beholding us with complacency, God’s foul will ab-' 3 


hor us; and that abhorrence will be proportionable to our viola- 
ted engagements, and difhonoured profeflion. Perdition purfues 
our retreat. Let every tonfideration therefore, of honour, of 
gratitude, of intereft, and of fafety, concur to urge us on, and to 
fupport the fteadinefs of our faith, till we receive the glorious 
crown of it, in the complete /alvation of our fouls. 
ee) 
Sitin Co Wier SVE 
The apoftle enters on a difcourfe, in which he propofes tothe He- 
brews illuftrious examples of faith, which bad appeared in holy 
men mentioned in their [criptures, and particularly in Abel, 
Enoch, Noah; and Abraham and Sarah. Heb. XI. 1,---16. 


Hesretws X11. Heprews XI. 1. 
IN fatan is the I Have fpoken of the faith by which the jul 
fib- 4 thal live; and that I may excite you to cul- 
tivate that bleffed principle more and more, let 
Vou. VI. H L me 
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84 By faith we learn, the worlds were made by the word of God. 


Sher 


16. 


me now enter into a more diftinct confideration 
of it, and fet before your eyes, O ye believing 


fubftance of things: 
hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not. 


“Heb. Hebrews, fome glorious examples of it, with {een. 


XI. 1. 


be 


3: 


which your facred hiftory,abounds.. To confi- 
der it then in its nature; faith is the confident 
expectation * of things hoped for, upon the fecu- 
rity of the Divine promife, and ¢4e powerful 
convittion » of things which are not feen, but of 
whofe certainty and importance there is fuch a 
full perfuafion, that they act upon the mind, in 
a great meafure, as if they were prefent. 

To this I would excite you, by confiderations 
peculiarly fuited to your own cafe, as the: chil- 
dren of the patriarchs; for by it the illuftrious 
elders obtained an {honourable teftimony to their 
character, and it lay at the root of many of the 
moft glorious things they have ever done. 

By faith we underfiand that the worlds were 
adjufted by the word of God‘, and the feveral re- 
volutions of them directed by the operations of 
his fecret providence, as the whole univerfe was 
at firft created by his power, wifdom, and good- 
nefs, and the things which are feen, were not 
made of things which do appear‘: it is certain 


z For by it the el- 
ders obtained a good | 
report. 


3 Through faith we 
underftand that the 
worlds were framed 
by the word of God, 
fo that things which 
are feen were not 
made of things which 
do appear..' 


Wid. Pe poe. 


2 Confident expeftation. ] Compare 
x Cor. ix. 4. Heb. fii. 14. where the 
word, vuzosacis, is wed in this fenfe; 
and Raphelius has confirmed it by fome 
pertinent quotations from Polybius. 
'b The powerful conviction of things not 


feen: erefyos 8 Brewopevov.]  Evslyog, it 


hath been obferved. by many learned men, 
and particularly by Raphelins in loc. is a 
{trict proof or demonftration ; that is, faith 
Mr Hallet, fuch a kind of reafon and ar- 
gument, as both convinces the underftand- 
ing, and engages a man to aff according 
to that conviction. ‘Accordingly I have 
rendered it by the word conviftion, which 
I think properly exprefles the apoftle’s 
meaning. 

© That the worlds were adjufted by the 
word of God.| As the original word is 
aiwves, I was once inclined to have ren- 
dered it, the various ages of the world were 
adjufted ; and \ have included this fenfe in 
the paraphra/fe. .But it does not fo evi- 
dently appear, that the confequence, re-~ 
lating to things not being made by thofe that 
appear, could be deduced from that prin- 
ciple; I therefore conclude upon the 
whole, that this is an inftance where ear 


no 


fignifies world; as is often tranflated in 
the New Teftament. \Bifhop Péarfow 
would tranflate it, were made of. things ~ 
which do not appear, that is, made out of 
nothing, without any pre-exiftent matter, 
before God created the worlds. Pearfon 
on the Creed, p. 58. 

d As—the things which are feen, were 
not made of things which do appear: sc ro 
Me EX Qawvomevay, x. T. A.) Our tranflators 
have rendered this claufe, So that ihe things 
which are feen, &c. Bat this does not 
feem to be fufficiehtly agreeable either to’ 
the original orto the defign of the apo~ 
jtle ; which was not to deduce the fenti - 
ment contained in the latter claufe as an 
inference from the former; but rather to 
eftablifh the pofition in the firft part of 
the verfe, by the principle laid down in 
the latter. Accordingly [ have given it 
this turn in the paraphrafe; and have ta- 
ken the liberty to tranflate es ro, &c. as, 
which clearly expreffes, I apprehend, the 
apojtle’s intention. Fhe conftrution of 
Rom. iv. 16. is fomewhat fimilar to this; 
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be of 
Rrace, Sie Telo ex qisewe wo nal yapiy, 
that is, “that it might eppear to be of 

grace, 


| Faith 


4 By faith Abel of- 
fered unto God a 
more excellent facri- 
fice than Cain, by 
which he obtained 
witnefs, that he was 
righteous, God tetti- 
fying of his gifts: and 
by itshe being dead, 
yet fpeaketh.  * 


5 By faith Enoch 
was tranflated, that 
he fhould not fee 
death; and was: not 

found, 


illuftrated in the cafe of Abel and Enoch: 


85 


no vifible caufe could produce thefe things, which Secr. 


would be in effect to fuppofe them to have pro- 
duced themfelves ; we therefore by faith refer 
them to a Divine invifible original. 

And this happy and fublime principle hath 
wrought even from the beginning of the world, 
and animated good men to aCtions moft pleafing 
to God, and honourable to themfelves. It was, 
for inftance, by faith that Abel offered to God a 
greater and more acceptable /acrifice than Cain< ; 
by means of which he obtained a téeftimony that he 
was righteous, God, by the vifible tokens of his 
favour, bearing witne/s to his gifts, which he 
prefented on the altar; and by it he being dead, 
yet fpeaketh £ ; and recommends to us in all ages 
that regard to the great Atonement, which he 
exprefled by bringing an animal facrifice, while 
Cain contented himfelf with the vegetable pro- 
duéts of the ground. Andthough Abel became 
the early vidtim of Cain’s rage, yet that circum- 
{tance, in conjunCtion with the declaration he 
received of the Divine acceptance and favour, is 
very initrudtive, in that it affords fo powerful an 
evidence of a future ftate. 

By faith the celebrated patriarch Enoch was, 
in a miraculous manner, tranjlated from among 
men; fo thathe fhould not fee death; and he was 
not found § any lenger among the inhabitants of 


this 
NatOWpa AEST S: 


grace, as we haye already proved it is.” 
The apojile’s intention was, by the latter 
claufe as an incentefted principle to efta- 
blifh what he had now wanted to prove, 
namely, that ju/fification was by faith ; 
and this he does from the confideration of 
its being by grace. 
confult Mr Hallet on Heb. xi. 3. note 4. 
who refers to Eph. i. 12. and x Cor. x. 6. 
where the apo/tle’s words sis ro, &c. can- 
not fignify any thing but fo the intent that. 

€ A greater and more excellent facrifice, } 
A late ingenious writer, Mr Kennicoit, 


“Gin his Two differtations on the Tree of Life, 


and the Oblations of Cain and Abel, page 
197.) has inferred from the word waziove 
Sveixy, which may be rendered a greater 
or fuller facrifice, that Cain contented 
himfelf with prefenting only the mincha, 
or bread-offering,- without a villim ; 
whereas Abel facrificed both, ‘and by 
prefenting a Jam), fhewed his faith in the 
great facrifice of the lamb of God.—After 


It may be proper to’ 


all that has been offered to the contrary, 
TI mult think that the Divine original of 
facrifices is ftrongly infinuated in this 
place. ; 

f Dead, yet fpecketh.] Some would 
render it, And for this ihey fay he died, that 
is, there is a tradition that he was maila~ 
cred by Cain, in a difpmte about the re- 
compenfe of a future life, which faith 
propofes. Saurin’s Sermons, vol. 1X. page 
54. I-vrather think it refers to the fe/fiino- 
ny borne, asit were, toa fulure flate by 
his ftory, as he was fo excellent a perfon, 
and vifibly approved by God, yet left to 
fuffer by the cruelty of his wicked brother. 
Some would render awnreslai, be is fpoken 
of to this day, as a perfon of moft eminent 
piety and goodnefs. ' ; 

& Was not found.) The circumftances 
of his ¢ran(lation are not mentioned; but 
fome have thought this intimates he was 
privately tranflated, and fought for, as 
Elijah afterwards was, 2 Kings ii. 17. 

oie hh Ap- 
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86 By faith Noah prepared an ark for faving bis houfé: 
Sect. this lower world, becaufe God had tranflated him 


Lewd 
Heb. 
SEIS 


6 


7 


to the celeftial regions, in a manner before alto- 
gether unexampled, nor ever fince equalled a- 
mong mortals, but in the fingle inftance' of Eli- 
jah. And God thus tranflated him, not only 
becaufe he had a regard for his character, but 
becaufe he would by fuch an interpofition, give 
a vifible and very important leffon to others, to 
feek and fecure his favour by the exercife of fuch 
a difpofition. For before his tranflation, he ob- 
tained witnefs that he pleafed God ; preceding 
tokens were given of God’s favourable regards 
to him; and-that character is expreffed by the 
facred hiftorian, when it is faid, (Gen. v. 24.) 
that Enoch walked with God; that is, he main- 
tained a conitant regard to him, and received 
the indication of his favour; fo that there fub- 
fifted a holy intercourfe and friendfhip between 
God and Enoch. But without a fincere faith, 
as the great principle of a€tion, [7¢ is] abfolute- 
ly impoffible to pleafe [him ;\ for he who approach- 
eth to God, and pretends to walk with him 4, 
mut, as the foundation of that intercourfe, firm- 
ly believe that he exifts, and [that] he is the re- 
warder of them that diligently feek him, and will 


beftow fome peculiar and important bleflings up-' 


on them. For where there are no fuch expecta- 
tions as thefe, the foul cannot be animated to 
the labours and ftruggles of a truly religious life. 

By faith the patriarch Noah, the fecond com- 
mon anceftor of mankind, Wins admonifbed by 
a Divine oracle, concerning Pines which were not 
yet feen, and things of {uch a nature, that no 
one had eyer feen or heard of any thing parallel 
to them, the diffolution of the world by a flood, 
and the deftruction of all its inhabitants, belie. 


- ved and revered the awful threatening. And be- 


ing impreffed with a pious and, in that connec- 
tion, moft rational fear of the Divine judgments, 


with 
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found, becaufe Goad 
had tranflated him: 
for before his tranfla- 
tion he had this tefti- 
mony, that he plea- 
fed God. > 


6 But without fait 
it is impoffible. to. 
pleafe him: for he 
that cometh to God, 
muft believe that he 
is, and that he is are- 
warder of them that 
diligently feek him. 


7 By faith Noah, 
being warned of God 
of things not feen as 
yet, moved with fear, 

pres 


h Approacheth to God, and pretends to 
walk with him.] Raphelius hath thewn, 
that the original word poo ep Yomevoy is 

applied in the Greek claffics, to” coming to 
God by prayer ; and it is ufed in chap, ce 
¥, 22. and xii. 23, 23. for approaching to 
God in any aét of Divine worfrip. He 
therefore juftly obferves, that it may here 


VOS 


be taken ina larger fenfe, and refer to that 
fleady courfe of piety and virtue, which 
is implied i in pleajing God, or walking with 
him, as in the former verfe Enoch is faid 
to have done, and which in the preceding 
claufe, it is declared to be impoffible for 
any one to do without ah 


i Con- 


By faith Abraham fojourned in a ftrange land; 


prepared an ark to the 
faving of his houfe; 
by the which he con- 
demned the world, 

and became heirof the 
righteoufnefs which is 
by faith. 


8 By faith Abra- 
ham, when he was 
called to go out into 
a place, which he 
fhould after receive 
for an inheritan¢e, o- 
beyed; and he went 
out, net knowing 
whither he went. 


9 By faith he fo- 
journed in the land of 
promife, data 
country, dwelling in 
tabernacles with [aac 
and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the fame 
promife. 


10 For he looked 


for 
. 


i Condemued the world.) 


87 


with immenfe labour and coft, amidft all the S¥cr. 


infults of profane and wicked men, prepared an 


16. 
eve 


ark, which God taught him to build, for the fal- Heb. 


vation of his houfe and family ; by means of which 
he condemned the unbelieving world i, by bear- 
ing a public and convincing teftimony againft 
them. And thus he became heir of the righteouf- 
ne/s which is obtained by faith *: he was pro- 
nounced by God a righteous perfon, though his 
character was not abfolutely free from imperfec- 
tions, and became by Divine grace intitled to 
the promife of eternal life, of which his tempo- 
ral deliverance, though {9 amazing, was only 
an emblem. 

By faith, that illuftrious patriarch Abraham, 
from whom you juitly efteem it a peculiar ho- 
nour and happinefs to be defcended, being call- 
ed by the God of glory, who appeared to him, 
to go out, from his Father’s houfe and native 
land, to a diftant place, which God promifed 
that he fbould afterwards receive for an inheri- 
tance, obeyed without difputing or murmuring, 
and went out, though he knew not at all whither 
he was going, or to which part of the world he 
was to fteer his courfe, humbly refigning him- 


- felf to Divine Providence to mark out his jour- 


ney and his abode. By faith, he foourned all 
the. remainder of his days in the land of promife, 
when he knew it to be fo, as [in] a firange 
country, without having any property there, un- 
lefs it was that of a fepulchre towards the clofe 
of his life ; dwelling in tents, eafily moved from 
one place to another, fome part of the time with 
Tac and facob4; who, in their fucceflion, 
were heirs with him of the fame promife, and de- 
pofitaries of it, yet led the fame kind of wan- 
dering life. But he paffed from place to place 
with cheerfulnefs 5 for he expected at length to 
be led on to a city, and that not fuch a one as 


he 
NOPE E S. 
It is plain is applied in eats Camb. Orig. Gent. 
418. 


that here, as in many other places, a per- 
fon is faid to condemn thofe againft whom 
he furnifhes out matter of accufation, in 
which view ‘Titus iii. rr. may be under- 
f{tood. See the note there, 

k Heir of the righteoufnefs.]_ Bilhop 
Cumberland obferves, that Noah is the 
firft to whom the name of righteous man 


cy With Ifaac and Facob.] It is plain, 
from the account of the lives of the pa- 
triarchs, that Jacob was born fifteen years 
before Abraham died; and the oracle 
given to Ifaac before ‘the birth of his 
children, would fufficiently intimate to A- 
braham that he was the dcir of the promife. 
m In 


XI. rf 


9 


19 


88 


16. 


Heb. 


WAL..ro. 


And Sarai was delivered of a child when paft age. 


Sect. he had left in his native land; or fuch as he faw {or a city which hate 


in Canaan, or even in Egypt, grand and: popu- 
lous as fome of their buildings were ;: the object 
of his joyful and confident expectation, was that 
city; which alone fath firm and immoveable 
foundations, in comparifon with which they were 
but like a frail tabernacle ;.a city, of which God 
[is] the builder and former, who drew and exe- 
cuted the grand plan, and laid out upon-it.all 
the riche ornaments, which might raife it to\a 


’ magnificence, worthy of his own: abode, and the 


if 


12 


43 


inheritance of his beioved children. 

By faith, Sarai berfelf, notwithftanding fome 
mixture of fufpicion, at length, as the worthy 
confort of fuch an hufband, and worthy mother 
of fuch an offspring, received firength for the 
conception of feed, and brought forth a child be- 
yond the due time of age for fuch a purpofe, when 
ihe was. ninety years old, and in the:courfe of 
nature abfolutely incapable of being a mother; 
becaufe foe accounted him who had promifed, to 
be the faithfuland Almighty God, who could 
with infinite eafecaccomphfh:an event, which 
then feemed to be, and indeed was, unparallel- 
ed. Therefore by this mighty principle of 
faith in her, and in Abraham, there /prang e- 


foundations, . whofe 
builder and maker zs 
God. 


tr Through faith 
alfo Sara herfelf recei- 
ved ftrength to con- 
ceive feed, and was 
delivered of a child 
when fhe was paftage, 
becaufe fhe judged 
him faithful who had 
promifed. 


12 Therefore fprang 
there even ofone, and 
him as good as dead, 


ven from one father, and he in this refpeét, as it fo many as the ftars of 


were, dead, [a poficrity] in multitude as the fiars 
of the heaven, and as the fand upon the fea-fbore 
innumerable ™; according to that Divine promife, 
which carried its eficacy into fomany, remoter 
ages, and retains it even to this,day. 

Now all thefe: worthy and. excellent perfons, 
of whom I have here been fpeaking, died in faith, 
not having received the blefiings exhibited in the 
promifes ;. but having feen them afar of, and ha- 
ving been fully perfuaded [of them,] and embra- 
ced [them] with the moft cordial affeCtion, and 
greatei ardour of mind, and having, through the 


whole 
N eo Tr OH 


the {ky in multitude, - 


and as the fand which 
is by the fea-fhore in- 
numerable. 


13 Thefealldiedin 
faith, not having re- 
ceived the promifes, 
but having feen them 
afar off, and were per- 
fuaded of them, and 
embraced them, and 

con- 


™ Tn multitude as the ftars of heaven, 
&ce.] Mr Haller obferves here a great pro- 
pticty, in the apajtle’s faying, that they 
Jeould bein multitude as the ftars of heaven, 
and as the fand on the fea-fhore innumer- 
able; there being an impoffibility of 
numbering the latter, whereas the former, 
fince they have been reduced into conttel- 


lations, have been numbered with a con- 
fiderable degree of exadtnefs. See Hullet 
in loc. where he endeavours to account, 
‘confiftently with ‘this obfervation, for 
Pfal. exlvil. 4. Hetelleth ‘the number of the 
Jlars, and calleth them all by their names, 
as if this were the peculiar prerogative of 
God, 

DR Seek 


Thefe all defired a better country, that is, an heavenly. 


confefled that they 
were ftrangers and 
pilgrims on the earth. 


14 For they that 
fay fuch things, de- 
clare plainly thatthey 
feek a country. 


is And truly if 
they had been mind- 
ful of that. country 
from whence they 
came out, they might 
have had opportunity 
to have returned; 


16 But now they 
defire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly : 
wherefore God is not 
afhamed to be called 
their God: for ‘he 
hath prepared for 
them a city. 


whole courfe of their lives, confeffed that they 
were ftrangers and fojourners on earth; as we 
know that thefe holy patriarchs, and fome of 
their moft eminent defcendents did. (Gen. xxiii. 
4. xlvii. g. t Chron. xxix. 15. Pfal. xxxix. 12. 
CXIX. 19, $4.) For they who fay fuch things 
as thefe, and {peak of themfelves as ftrangers 
and pilgrims, plainly expre/s that they feek a 
country ®, different from that in which they 
dwell, when they ufe fuch language. And 
as for thefe excellent men, if indeed they had 


‘been mindful of that country from which they 


came out, they might fure have had an opportuni- 
ty of returning to it; for they were a confider- 
able body, and they might have marched back 


without the probability of meeting with any re- 


5 
fiftance, and might have expected a fubfiftence 


among the relations of their. family, who were 


‘themfelves in a profperous ftate, and often ex- 


prefled on proper occafions, their regard to thetle 
their illuftrious kinfmen. Now therefore it 
appears, that they were defirous of a better, that 
is, an heavenly [country °;] for there was no 
earthly country, which they feem to have been 
purfuing. And indeed this is the great excel- 
lence of their character, to be governed by fuch 
views; therefore God determined to beftow this 
happy land upon them, and he is not afoamed 
to be called their God, in fuch a peculiar manner 
as he has affumed the title, becau/e he hath pre- 
pared them fuch a ‘city as they fought; whereas 
if he had done nothing more for them than he 
did here upon earth, it would have been be- 
neath his dignity to have profefied that relation ; 
as the title naturally imports fome thing great 
and excellent, far beyond what thefe patriarchs 
received, and indeed what any can poflibly re- 
ceive in this mortai and tranfitory life. 


I M- 


NevO) Tob Se 


D Seek a country: walpida.} The ori- © Better country, that is, ax heavei 
ginal word is very emphatical; it fignifies, /y.] he argument, according to the 
as it were, a native Seba or acountry turn I have given it, is much the fame 


in which their father dwelt 


, and is oppo- with that which our Lord urges, Mat. 


fed to that in which they were ffraugers xxii. 3. 


and pilgrims. 


16 


3 


, 


96. ©6__— Refleétions on the foregoing inftances of faith 


TSM POR OV EME EOIN, CE 


Sect. FT ET the many glorious examples of faith, which are here fet 
ae before us, animate our fouls to imitation, and excite in us a 
generous defire of a€ting upon that noble and fublime principle, 
Ver.6 without which it is impoffible to pleafe God. And O, may what 
we call our faith be not merely a fpeculative and ineffectual af- 
: fent to the truth, even of the nioft weighty propofitions; but a 
2 firm perfuafion of their certainty, and a deep conviction of their 
importance 3 that we alfo may obtain a good report. 
3 May we believe in God, as the former and fupport of univer- 
6 fal nature, as moft afluredly exifing, and as moft bountifully re- 
4 warding all that feek him with fincerity and diligence. So fhall 
our facrifices be acceptable to him, as thofe of 4be/ were, while 
with him wé look to that great facrifice and atonement, of which 
s his victim was the appointed reprefentation. Like Enoch we fhal! 
then be animated to» walk with God, and favoured with Divine 
intercourfe and communications. And though we cannot expe 
a tran/flation like his, which fhould exempt us from the common 
lot of mortality, we fhall be fecure of admiffion into the paradife 
of God above, and in due time fhall afcend to it in our complete 
> perfons. We fhall then, like Noah, find our fafety in the midft 
of a diflolving world, and while finners are condemned, be found 
the heirs of righteoufnefs. 

While we wait for this happinefs, let us endeavour to approve 

8 ourfelves the genuine children of Abraham, the father of the faith- 
ful. Ever attentive to the Divine call, may we in obedience to ity 
be willing to go forth, though we do not particularly know whe- 
ther; and with an intrepidity like his, may we even be ready to: 
exchange worlds, at the command of God, ignorant as we are of 
what liés beyond the grave; thinking it enough, that we know 
itis a land which God hath promifed as the inheritance of his 

ro children. It is indeed a city that hath foundations, in compari- 
fon of which all the moft magnificent and eftablifhed buildings 
of the children of men are but mean and moveable fents. 

God boafts in the title of its builder and maker, having formed 
and fafhioned it for the higheft difplays of his glory and his love ; 
and in reference to it he is not a/bamed to be called our God; for 
by beftowing it upon us, he an{wers a// which that high and glo- 

16 tious tit/e might import. May we ever defire this as our better 
country, and live as its citizens ought; confefing ourfelves, in re- 
ference to it, to be pilgrims and ftrangers upon the earth. And 
though we here receive not the accomplifhment of the promifes, 
may we keep our eyes on the objects they exhibit, how diftant fo- 
ever they may feem; and being perfuaded of them, may we em- 
brace them ; embrace them even with our dying arms, and breathe _ 

out 


By faith Abraham offered up aac : 


out our prepared and willing fpirits, in full affurance that we are $ 


going to receive 


and poffefs them. 


to GH Dh 0 Ae KT 


The apoftle further dilates upon examples and inftances of faith in 
Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, Fofeph, and Mofes. Web. XI. 17,---29. 


Heurews XI, 17. 
BY faith Abraham 

when he was tried, 
offered up Ifaac : and 
he that had received 
the promiles, offered 
up his only-begctten 


fon: 


18 Of whom it was 
faid, That in Tfaac 
fhall thy feed be call- 
ed: 


19 Accounting that 
God was able to raife 
him ap even from the 
dead; from ‘whence 
alfo he received him 
ina figure. 


® Reafoning that G 


raife him.] 


Archbifhop Tillotfon juftly 


Heprews XI. 14. 

I Have already mentioned fome glorious in- 

{tances of the faith of Abraham, our illuftri- 
ous progenitor; but I fhould be far from doing 
juftice to my fubject, if I were not to add ano- 
ther, the moft celebrated of all. You will re- 
member therefore, that it was by faith that 4- 
braham was fupported, when he was tried, in 
that moft fevere inftance, and at the Divine 
command offered his fon, his only fon, J/aac 
whom he loved; yea, he who had received the 
promifes, which terminated not only in his feed, 
but in aac by name, ofered his only-begotten 
[/on,] in whom they fo centred, that they mutt 
neceflarily have failed if he had perifhed with- 
out any offspring. So that nothing feemed more 
difficult, on principles of common reafon, than 
the reconciliation of the promife with the com- 
mand. Even when he was deftined to the 
altar, concerning whom it was faid, In Ifaac 


Shall thy feed be called, (Gen. xxi. 12.) yet'his 


OI 
ECT, 
16. 
wr,” 


Lena 
Heb. 
XL 1 Jo 


# 


18 


triumphant faith furmounted even fuch an ob- _ 


ftacle, and it was as wife and rational as it was 

pious and heroic; Reafoning within himfelf 

as he did, that God was able even to raife [him] 

from the dead* ; and confequently that he could 
have brought Ifaac to life again, if he had really 

expired under the facrifical knife, and been re- 

duced to afhes: from whence he received him 

evenin a figure >. Yor as his production was a 

mir 


Nao le ees. 
ad was able even to think this implies, that his birth was a 
kind of refurrection from the dead: But 
the learned Dr Warburton contends ear- 


obferves, that his faith was in this refpect 
the more admirable, as, fo far as we can 
iearn, there never had been one Jingle in- 
{tance of.a refurreétion’*from the dead in, 
or before, the days of Abraham; 

b In a figure; «vy aagafoan.] 


Vou. VI, I 


Some 


% 


neftly for it, that ev sgeCoan intimates, 
that the whole tranfaétion was perabolical 
or typical of the method God would take 
for the falvation of mens ‘The learned 
Wolfias is of the {ame opinion, (Curé 
M ~ Phe 


a 


92 And Vaac bleffed Facob and Efau. 
SECT. miracle, raifing him, ds it were, from the dead 


ew, bodies of thofe who in a courfe of nature. had | 


Heb. 
XI. 19. 


20 


at 


no hope of children ; fo he was in another fenfe_ 
raifed from the dead, when God gave him back 
to Abraham in the mount, in that awful tran- 
faction, in which was fo fignificant a reprefen- 
tation of Chrift’s day, (John viii. 56.) and of 
the method which God took for our redemption, 
in the facrifice of his only-begotten Son. 

By faith, in a revelation which he then re- 
ceived from God, under that fuperior dire€tion, 
Tfaac when advanced in age bleffed his two chil- 
dren, Facob and Efau ‘, and uttered fome re- 
markable oracles concerning things long to come, 
and of fuch a nature, that no human forefight 
could poflibly reach them. 

By faith, Facob, when dying, bleffed each of 
the fons of Fofeph, in full dependance on the Di- 
vine promife of an inheritance in Canaan; ap- 
pointing thefe his grand-children, tribes in Lf- 
rael; foretelling the fuperiority of Ephraim the 
younger, to, Manaffeh the elder; and in thank- 
ful acknowledgment of that Divine goodnefs, 
which he had fo long experienced, at the fame 
time wor/hipped 4, bowing down upon the top of 
his fiaf, with which he fupported himfelf as he 


20 By faith Tfaac. 
bleffed Jacob and Efau 
concerning things to 
come. 


21 By faith Jacob, 
when he was a-dying, 
bleffed both the fons 
of Jofeph; and wor- 
fhipped /eaning upom 
the top of his {taff. 


fat on the fide of his bed °. 


f 


Philolog. vol. 1V. p. 76x.) and obierves, 
in fupport of it, that the Greek word 
aapaGory anfwers to the Hebrew by, 
and is fo ufed by the Seventy; and that 
the Hebrews are wont to fay bwnd, in or 
by a parable or figure, when they would 
exprefs a typical reprefeniaiion. He ima- 
gines this interpretation to be the more 
probable, becaufe the apo/tle hath put a 
imark, of emphafis upon ev waeaSorn by 
prefixing xo to it, even in a figure. 

¢ Bleffed Facob.] He was perfuaded 
that God would one way or another make 
good his promifes to them, though he 
could not certainly tell ow, and was 
miftaken in the perfon. 

d Worjhipped.| He thought it fo great 
a privilege to be buried in the land of Ca- 
naan, that he bowed his head, in token of 
thankfulnefS for it; which was another 
demonftration of faith in God's promife. 
Gen. xlvii. 30, 31. 

© On the top of his ftaff, as he fat on the 
fide of his bed.] In the paflage referred 


Again, \ 


NO -s De BaesGs 


to Gen, xlvii. 31. it is faid according to 
our Englith verfion, Mrael bowed him/felf 
upon his bed’s head. The apojftle fays, he 
worfripped upon the top of his fia; and 
this agrees with the Greek “and Syriac 
tranflation; and Wolfins adds, that the 
Seventy always render the Hebrew word 
mun, a flaf. Mr Hallet therefore, in a 
learned nofe upon this place, is of opinion 
that the Hebrew word fignifies either a 
bed or a fiaff, and that our Englifh tran= 
{laters too implicitly followed the modern 
Jews, and fuppofed it here to fignify a 
bed, in oppofition to the authority of the 
Seventy and of the apojtle. The paflages 
may poflibly be reconciled, if there be 
any occafion for it, by the circumftance 
mentioned in the parapbra/e, as it iy not 
likely that Jacob was now in bed, (fee 
Gen. xlvii. 29.) but he might very pro- 
bably be fitting on the fide of it. His 
Teaning on the top of his ftaff fhews that 


he was very old and feeble ; and this cir- 


cumftanee, faith Mr Hallett, is very pers 
tinently 


.  . The fame faith manifested in Mofes: 


22 By faith Jofeph 
when he died, made 
mention of the de- 
parting of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael; and 
gave commandment 


95 

Again, it was by faith that Fofeph, when dy- Sect. 
ing, mentioned the departure of the children of 7" , 
Tfrael out of Egypt, as a faét which fhould cer- Heb. 


tainly come to pafs, though at a long diftance of Xf. a2. 


concerning his bones, 


23 By faith Mofes 
when he was born, 
was bid three months 
of his parents, be- 
caufe they faw he was 
a proper child; and 
they were not afraid 
‘of the king’s com- 
mandment. 


24 By faith Mofes, 
when he was come to 
years, refufed to be 
called the fon of Pha- 
xaoh’s daughter ; 


25 Chufing rather 
to fuffer affiétion with 
the people of Ged, 
than to enjoy the plea- 

a fures 


time; and then in token of his entire depen- 
dence upon it, and expectation of ‘the inheri- 
tance they would then poffefs, he gave a charge 
concerning the carrying Ais bones with them, to 
be interred in the fepulchre of his fathers in Ca- 
naan. 

' The cafe of our illuftrious law-giver will al- 
fo furnifh us with farther glorious examples of 
that, which was'‘in him a kind of hereditary 
virtue; for it was dy faith, that Mofes, when he 
was juft born, was hidden three months, by his 
pious parents in their own houfe ; becau/e they 
faw [he was] a graceful child, who feemed by 
his afpeét to promife fomething uncommon. 
And they therefore determined, if poffible, to 
preferve his life, and feared not the command- 
ments of the king, requiring all Ifraelitith parents, 
on pain of death, to give up their male-children, 
that they might be thrown into the river. 

By faith this Mofes, when he was grown up £ 
to maturity of age, and become great iin the dig- 
nities and preferments of the Egyptian court, 
on full confideration of ail that could be plead+ 
ed in favour of fecular views, deliberately refu- 
Jed to be any longer called, as he had before been, 
the fon of Pharach’s daughter, but boldly protef- 
fed himfelf an [fraelite, and interpofed to vin- 
dicate his brethren from their oppreffion: 
Chufing much rather to partake with the people 
of God in their afflittion, than to enjoy the tem- 


. po- 
Ni On abe, S. 


tinently mentioned by the apo/fle, to inti- 
mate that feeble as he was, he would wor- 
fhip God in the beft manner he was able. 

f Grownup.| Some would more lite- 
rally render it grown great; that is, a 
great man in power and dignity. Butthe 
yerfion I have preferred is juftified by 
Exafmus Schmidius, and by the learned 
Bos, who, in fupport of it, cites a re- 
markable paflage from Homer ; (Exercit. 
Philolog. p. 252.): and it appears by the 
account of Stephen, Acts xii. 23. that 
Mofes was now forty years old. I have 
given a hint of both interpretations in the 
paraphrafe.— Some axe of opinion, that 


this paflage refers to the {tory which Jo- 
fepbus tells us, of his trampling on the 
crown when a boy; and that ie is as if 
the apojtle had faid, ‘‘ He did not do it 
© as a pwuerile a€tion, and when he un- 
© derftood not the value of things; but 
‘ when he knew all the worth it could be 
“¢ fyppofed to have.” See Tilloifon’s 
Works, vol. Ul. p. 20.——Jf Jofephus’ ac- 
count be right, Pharaoh’s daughter had 
no fon of her own, and adopted him, 
with fome view to make him fucceffor to 
the crown; but [ do not apprehend the 
laws of Egypt would have permitted that, 
as he was of foreign birth, 


a 
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27 


- Having refpeel to the recompenfe of reward. 
Sect. porary and tranfient plea/ures of fin, which he 


might have expected, had he continued in that 
magnificent, but corrupt court: Efteeming 


. the reproach of Chrift ®, the infamy that he might 


meet with in acknowledging himfelf one of the 
Ufraelites whom Chrift had been pleafed to take 
under his fpecial protection, and whom God 
had acknowledged for his anointed people, great- 
er riches than all the treafures in Egypt, though 
fo opulent a kingdom: for he direéled his regards 
to the recompenfe of reward*, which he expec- 
ted to receive in the invifible and eternal world, 
and to poffefs, when princes fhould have quit- 
ted their thrones, and all the pride of monarchs 
be laid low. It was alfo dy faith, that he left 
Egypt in that refolute and heroic manner; not 
fearing the wrath of the king 1, when he char- 
ged him on pain of death to fee his face no 
more; but before he went, boldly predicted the 
deftruGtion of the firft-born, which was to fol- 
low all the dreadful judgments already executed; 
for he was inwardly /firengthened to this dignity 


and fteadinefs of conduét, as feeing him who is 


the great invijible Being, ever prefent to the eye 
of the believing mind, and whofe prefence and 
friendfhip is of fuch infinite importance, that he 


who fixes his regards on him, will never, by a- 


ny confideration, be influenced to offend him, 

nor much impreffed with the fear of any thing 
that would. tempt him to do this, 

By 

; 3 N. OF D \Eass 

8 Reproach of Chrift.] There are fome 


fures of fin for a fea- 
fon; 


26 Efteeming the 
reproach of Chrift 
greater riches than 
the treafures of E- 
gypt: for he had re- 
{pect unto the recom- 
pente of the reward. 


27 By faith he for- 
fook Egypt, not fear- 
ing the wrath of the 
king: for heendured, 
as feeing him who is 
invifible. 


iftence before the time of Mofes. 


who underftand this of*the reproach of 
Tfrael,’ God’s anointed people, and fo 
would render it, the reproach of the ancint- 
ed ; but I rather apprehend, confidering 
the fenfe in which this name is every- 
where elfe ufed by the apoftle, that it re- 
fers to the relation in which Chrift {tood 
to IMrael, as his peculiar people; fo that 
reproach borne on their account was borne 
for him, (Compare r Cor. x. 9. and Mr 
Fleming, (Chriftology, val. I. p. 169.) 
urges this as an argument for Chrift’s ex- 
Dry 
Mont fappofes that the Hraclites expected 
deliverance by the Meffiah, and that the 
Egyptians infulted them on that account; 
and it is certain, reproach borne on the 
account of Ghrift, may be, and is called the 
reproach of Chrift, Compare Heb. xiii. 3. 
Du Mont’s Serm. p. 1§tj—-155. And 


for the illuftration of this he quotes, 
and by this key explains, Pfal. Ixxxix, 
50;—§2- 

h Kecompenfe of reward.| That reward 
could not be temporal grandeur, which he 
might have had with much greater fecu- 
rity and advantave in Egypt; nor the 
potfefion of Canaan, which he never 
faw. It muft therefore be the eternal inhe- 
ritance, which was difeovered to him by 
the principle here fo largely deferibed 
and recommended. , 

i Fearing the wrath of the king.) As it 
is fo exprefSly faid, (Exod. il. 14, 15.) 
that when he firft quitted Egypt, and 
went to fojourn in Midian, he was afraid; —~ 
L apprehend the affertion of the apoftle, © 
that he did not fear the wrath of the king, ix 
refers to the inftance mentioned in the _ 
paraphrafe. ee 


k By 


XS 


_ Reflections on the foregoing inftances of faith. 95 


28 Through faith RB ; i a : : 
femebe the petlover 'y faith that God would affuredly fend his Secy, 


and the {prinkling of @#9gel on the vindictive defign foretold, and {pare ce, 
blood, lefthe that de-. the houfes properly diftinguifhed, he celebrated tcp. 
ftroyedthefirlt-born, the paffover, and the pouring forth the blood of XI\.28. 
fhould touch them. 3 3 : 
the lamb, which he fprinkled on the lintels 
and the pofts of the doors, as the mark of com- | 
mitting thofe who dwelt under fuch roofs to the 
Divine protection; that he who deftroyed the 
fitfi-born might not touch them, under the fecu- 
rity of that peaceful fign : an emblem of the fafe- 
ty we expect by means of the blood of Jefus, the 
aang ait aehmerme and great Paflover, who is facrificed for us. 
t the . . . . oa . 
pailea otek th, , Again, by faith operating in Motes, and in 99 
Red-fea, as by dry its degree in them likewife, they paffed over the 
land : eh the E- Red-/ea * fedately, as if they had marched on dry 
Egyptians saying °° Jand, while its waters by the Divine command 
do,, were drowned. aes : 
divided, and left the channel bare to them, {fo 
that they compleated their march through it, 
3 and arrived fafely on the oppofite fhore; which 
the Egyptians making an infolent and rath at- 
tempt to do, were all drowned, and funk like 
lead in the mighty waters, which returned upon 
them with irrefiftible violence. 


Wie Pe Oar AE hee IN ods 


ET thefe glorious inftances of faith be preferved in our me- 
mory, and have their due influence upon our /earts. When 
God calls us to refign our deareft comforts, let us think of that 
heroic att of faith by which Abraham offered up Ifaac, and feem- Ver. 17 
ed in him to facrifice all the promi/es, as well as his fon. Yet he 
therein acted a part the moft ftridtly rational; as rightly conclu- 
ding, that God could with infinite eafe call him back to life again, 19 
and make a perfon, who had pouted forth all his blood on the al- 
tar, and been reduced to afhes there, the father of many nations. 
Let dying parents commit their children to the care of the ever- 20 
living God, like Facob; and worfbip him, who hath fed them all a: 
their lives leng, and who will never forfake thofe that put their 
truftin him. Let thofe who are called to glorify God, by oppo- 
fing the unjuft commands of great and powerful men, remember 
the parents of Mofes, and remember their illuftrious child. Does 


he 
IN One ABE 
k By faith they paffed.} Mr Saurin ob-  perfons afterwards mentioned by name, 
ferves, with his ufual delicacy, that fince as inftances of faith, were, on the whole, 
it very evidently appears, that of thofe in fuch a (tate of acceptance with him, as 
who pafled through the fea, there were to be entitled to his everlajting favour. 
fome with whom God was not well pleafed, Saurin’s Serm. vol. UX. p. 47+ 
y Cor. x. 5. we cannot infer, that a@// the 


96 By faith the walls of Fericho fell down: 
secv. he now repent that wonderful choice that he made at an adult. 
UL, age? does he now with, that he had been called the fon of Pha- 
Ver. 24 raoh’s daughter, rather than the fervant of God, faithful in all his 
25 houfe? does he with, that he had fecured the trea/ures of Egypt, 
26 and the temporary pleafures of fin, and declined that reproach of — 
Chrifi, which has ended in eternal glory? Our hearts, our con- 
f{ciences will foon anfwer: let us then, like him, have re/peét un- 
to the recompenfe of reward. Let us endeavour more frequently 
7. to dire&t our regards to God, and live as /eeing him who is invifi- 
ble. 
And while our faith is thus viewing him, let us look with plea- 
a8 fure to the blood of fprinkling, which places us under his protec- 
tion ; which introduces us to his favour; which fecures us from 
29 the deflroying angel. He will lead us on fately to his beavenly Ca- 
naan, if we fall not by unbelies. He will open our paflage through 
feas of difficulty ; he will fend down upon us every fuitable fup- 
ply, and would much fooner command the /kies to rain down 
bread, or the flinty rock to melt into /ireams of water, than de- 
fert his people in the wilderne/s, Let all his wonders of power, 
and of love, to J/rael of old, animate our faith ; and Jet them all 
quicken our obedience; and under a fenfe of our own weaknefs, 
and the importance of this leading, this princely grace, let us 
daily pray, Lord, increafe aur faith. 


Sit Banks XVII. 


The apoftle concludes his difcourfe on faith, by hinting at many a- ~ 
ther glorious inflances of it, and befides feveral recorded in ferip- 
ture, refers alfoto the cafe of thofe who fuffered under the perfe- 
cution of Antiochus Epiphanes. Web. XI. 30,---Xil. 2. 


7 ; 
Hrsrews XI. 30. HEBREWS XI. 30, 
seer. { Have mentioned the faith which our fore- PY faith the walls of 
18, fathers exercifed on'the miraculous power of —_ Jeticho felldown, 


hat.” God ta lead them out of Egypt, and through the ce ee 
XI. 30. Red-fea; and I muft farther obferve, that they days, 
continued under the influence of the fame prin- 
ciple when they came into the promifed land; 
for it was by faith in thofe who marched round 
the ftrongly fortified walls of Fericha, following 
the ark, and who at the appointed fignal blew 
the trumpets of rams-horns and fhouted, that, 
contrary to all fenfible appearances of poflibility, 
they fell down, {mitten by the hand of God, 
without any human force, having been only /ur- 
rounded feven days in folemn filence, according 
to 


The faith of 


31 By faith the har- 
lotRahab perifhed not 
with them that belie- 
ved not, when fhe had 
received the {pies with 
peace. 


32 And what fhall 
1 more fay? for the 
time would fail me to 


Gideon, Barak, Sam/en, Feptha, David, &e. oF 


to the Divine command; how abfurd a fpecta- 
cle foever their proceffion might appear to the 
befieged. It was by faith, and in confequence of 
it, that Rahah the harlot did not perifh with the 
infidels of that city among whom fhe dwelt; a+ 
ving received the fpies hofpitably, and difmiffed 
them iz peace, when an alarm was taken by her 
fellow-citizens, and they fearched for them to 
deftroy them. She therefore hazarded her own 
life to preferve theirs, believing them to be the 
fervants of the Almighty Jehovah, and affuring 
herfelf that he could prote&t her in her efforts 
for their fecurity, and could make them the means 
of delivering her and her family; which was 
accordingly the cafe. . 

And what fhail I fay farther upon this copious 
this inexhauftible fubjeQ? for the time would 


tell of Gideon, and fail me if I fhould attempt to di/cour/e at large 


of Barak, and of Sam- 
fon, and of Jephthae; 
of David alfo and Sa- 
miuel, and of the pro- 
phets : 


33 Who through 
faith fubdued king- 
doms, 


concerning Gideon, who with fo {mall a band of 
men cut off fo many thoufands of the Midia- 
nites; and Barak, who freed Ifraek from the op- 
preflion of Jabim, and routed Siferah his gene- 
ral; and Samfon, who flew fo many thoufands 
of the Philiftines with the jaw-bone of an afs, 
and performed fo many other aftonifhing at- 
chievements: I might alfo fpeak of the victory 
of Jeptha over the Ammonites, and the heroic 


SECT. 
18. 


atts of David, in his combat with Goliah, and 


his other frequent encounters with the enemies 
of God, and his H{fraels and even of Samuel, who 
though his character feemed more pacific, as a 
prophet and a judge, ee led on the .armies of 
the Lord on a remarkable occafion, to an illu- 
{trious victory. I might alfo enlarge on the ce- 
lebrated hiftories of Elijah, Elifha, and others 
of the prophets, particularly Daniel, and the 
three young worthies, whofe magnanimous hii- 
tory he hath particularly recorded. I will 
not dwell on the hiftory of thofe herees who 
have tranfmitted their names to our age, and 
fhall tranfmit them to all who are to come, with 
fuch diftinguifhed honour; but fhall content 
myfelf with obferving, that it was by the ex- 
ercile of this great principle, that they were rai- 
fed to thofe fublime. degrees of reputation and 
glory. It was by faith that fome of them, after 
many a painful ftruggle, /ubdued the kingdoms 

of 


98 


SECT. 


18. 
uewwy 
Heb. 
E335 


34 


35 


Faith illufirated in the fufferings of ancient worthies +” 


of thofe princes which had oppreffed God’s If- 
rael; others of them wrought righteou/ne/s *, 
and carried their obedience to God, and ‘their 
zeal for his law to the moft extraordinary degrees, 
others of them obtained promifes of the moft un- 
expected events in their favour, which were ex- 
a€tly and circumftantially performed ; others 
topped the mouths of lions, which came roaring 
again{t them, as if they would have devoured 
them in a moment, or into whofe dens they 
were thrown. 

Nay as to fome of them we are exprefsly told, 
that they quenched the violence of the fire, heli 
they were aCtually thrown into the furnace ; 0- 
thers of them efcaped the edge of the fword®, 
when it was juft lifted up to deftroy them; they 
were firengthened in the midft of weakne/s *, and 
many of them became fo valiant in battle, that 
they repelled the armies of the aliens, or foreign 
enemies, when they encamped againft them. 
There are alfo recorded in the prophetic writings 
other inftances, in which women received their 
dead [children] by a refurreétion from the dead ; 
which till thefe examples, had never been known 
or heard of. (Compare 1 Kings xvii. 22, 23. 
2 Kings iv. 36, 37-) _ dnd the credible records 
of fucceeding ages inform us of the triumphs of 
faith in a ftill more glorious degree; in which 
feveral others, and particularly feven children, 
and one pious and holy mother, were tortured 4 
in the moft inhuman manner, to compel them 
to renounce their religion, and commit idola- 
try; but endured all with invincible fortitude, 
not accepting deliverance * when it was offer- 

ed 
Nig.O > dy Boma 

2 Wrought righteoufnefs.] Some have 

interpreted this, not only of their leading 


doms, wrought righ 
teoufnefs, obtained 
promifes, {topped the 
mouths of lions, 


34 Quenched ‘the 
violence of fire, efca- 
ped the edge of the 
{word, out ofweaknefs 
were made {ftrong, 
waxedvaliantin fight, 
turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens. 


35 Women recei- 
ved their dead raifed 
to life again: and o- 
thers were torturéd, 
not accepting deliver- 

ance ; 


fignifies a peculiar fort of torture, which 
was called that of the tympanum, or drum, 


lives examplary for holinefs, but admini- 
firing juftice to others. But I do not 
know that the phrafe has ever that figni- 
fication. 

b Edge of the fword.] Probably this 
may refer to the deliverance of David 
from the fword of Saul, and of Elijah, 
and Micajah, from that of Ahab. 

© Strengthened in weaknefs.] Some re- 
fer this to their being recovered from /ick- 
nes, by faith and prayer, as Hezckiah, 
Job, and David were, 

d Were tortured.) The original word 


4 


when they were extended in the moft vio- 
Jent manner, and then beaten with clubs, 
which muft give exquifite pain, when all 
the parts were on juch a ftretch. See 
Hogs, Cure Philolog. in loc. 
€ Not accepting deliverance. ] Probably’ 
the apoftle here refers to 2°Mac. viii. 11, 
14, 23, 29. Where_there is an evident re- 
ference to a refurredtion ; which plainly ~ 
fhews it then to have been afluredly belie- 
ved among the Jews. Dr Scott thinks it 
was revealed to them by Daniel and Eze- 
Kiel, in order to: prepare them for thofe 
fevere 


e 


- Who had trials of cruel mockings and feud ots : 


99 


pees tie aaa ed them, nor even riches and preferments ad- Sev. 
ens " ded to the propofal, that they might obtain a bet- 3°: 
ter refurreétion £ than their perfecutors could Heb. 
offer them, when they feemed more than half- XL. 3s- 
dead ; even a refurreCtion to the enjoyment of 
36 And others had an everlafting kingdom in the heavens. And 36 
trial of cruel mock- gthers, in the fame glorious caufe, received the 
wags, and Yeourgingss + pial of cruel mockin ad ings & ; 
yea, moreover, of : BS an fcourgings 2 but 
bonds and imprifon- neither the derifion, nor the pain, could prevail 
ment, upon them to defert their profeflion. Yea, they 
proved al/o the utmoft force of bonds and impri- 
Jonment, in which many of them languifhed for 
tedious months and years, under all the ill ufage 
which commonly attends fuch confinernents: 
37 They were fto- And others were brought out from their bonds 37 
ned, they were fawn 


to the moft infamous and painful executions ; 
and they were fome of them /foned, and others 
fawn afunder*, they were temptedi by unheard- 
of cruelties on the one hand, as well as the of- 
fers of immediate deliverance on the other, and 


afunder, were temp- 
ted, 


B50 6°) RBs 


fevere trials which they were afterwards 
to undergo for the fake of their religion. 
Scott's Chriflian Life, vol. V. p.208. But 
it may be juftly debated, how far the paf> 
fages referred to could afford certain proof 
of a refurreétion. It is obfervable, that 
Jofephus, being probably afhamed to 
avow a hopé which the heathens had fo 
._ much derided, fupprefled this circum- 
{tance, and only hints at fome expecta- 
tion of a future frate. 

¥ Better refurrettion.| Dr Owen un- 
derftands this, as if the apo/tle had meant, 
The betier refurrettion, that is, the refur- 
reétion which is better than the ref/urrec- 
tion of the wicked. But it is obferved hy 
Facobus Capellus, that moft probably, in 
that cafe, the article would have been 
prefixed, tne xpesiriovoe avacacews. The 
opinion of Crellius and Dr Hamond, is, 
that the word dctter, is to be underftood 
as oppofed to a prefent remiffion of their 
jorments ; and this fenfe I have adopted 
in the paraphrafe;  fuppofing it bears a 
refpeét to the deliverance which they 
would not-accept, mentioned in the words 
immediately preceding: Mr Hallet is 
exceeding clear, that the oppofition lies 
between the refurreétion to eternal hfe 
which thefe martyrs expeéted, and the 
refurreétion of the dead children to life in 
this world, raentioned in the firft claufe of 
the verfe. 

& Scourgings.) Jeremiah was buffeted, 


Vou. Yi. I N 


Jer. xx. 2..and 


chap. xxxvii.r5. But /courging was fo 


at. 


fome think, {courged too, , 


frequent a punifhment, both alone, and’ ~ 


before a capital execution, (compare Dr 
Lardner’s Credibility. of the Gofpel-hiftory, 
vol 1. Book 1. chap. 8. §.13. and Dr Scott 
on Matthew xxvii. 26.) that it is proba- 
ble it was inflicted on many other pions 


_perfons on account of their religion. 


h Sawn afunder.) Dr Prideaux, (Con- 


nett. vol. 1. p.29.) and many others, fup= ~ 


pofe the apoftle might here refer to the 
tradition among the Jews, that the pro- 
phet Ifaiah was fawn afunder at the com 
mand of Manafleh. Calmet underftands 
by this expreflion, being forn in pieces, as 
it were, under a threfhing inftrument, con- 
fifting of wooden rollers, full of fharp iron 
teeth like a harrow. Compare Ifa. xli. 
1§. Xkvilil. 27. 2 Sam. xii. 31. Calmel’s 
Diff. vol. UW. N°. 5. p. 134, 335- , 
i Tempted.] Some fuppofe a miftake 
in the reading, and that it fhould be exy- 
paSsnoay, they were’ feared with a red hot 
iron, or burnt alive, which undoubtedly 
would give a ftill ftronger fenfe. The 


learned Albert, (Obfervat. Philolog. page 


436.) fuppofes, that inftead of eveipxosn= 
cay, the apo/tle wrote ec rtipac Sncav, which 
exprefled their being /gueezed to death by 
ropes or cords twilted, and drawn tight 
about the body; or at leat heir demg 
ftrangled. 


kK Sheep- 


t0G. 


18 


Heb. times, when their former habits were worn outy 


XI. 31+ only in /heep-/kins * and in goat-fkins, being defti- 


‘ 


38 


39 


40 


-rigour of the feafons. 


Who wandered in defarts, and in mountains, &c. 
“Sect. at length flain with the fword; they wandered a- 


bout, clothed in the meaneft manner, and fome- 


tute of the common accommodations of life, af- 
fiicted and even tormented, fometimes by the 
fury of their enemies, and at other times by the 
And though thefe were 
perfons of the moft amiable and venerable cha- 
ra€ters, of whom the world was nof worthy that 
they fhould inhabit it; they wandered in defarts, 
‘and in mountains, and in dens, and holes of the 
earth, that they might hide themfelves, if pof- 
fible, from the rage of their perfecutors, who 
often, like dogs hunting for their prey, follow- 


ed them even into thefe laft retreats, folitary and 


inhofpitable as they were. 

And all thefe heroes in different ages, were 
fupported under their refpective trials, fevere 
and extreme as they were, dy the exercife of a 
firm and lively faith, in the fidelity of God, and 
the invifible rewards and glories of a future ftate : 
and it was by this, that Aaving obtained a good 
report, they perfevered to the end. But they 
did not receive the full accomplifhment of the 
promife made to their fathers, nor have'they yet 
arrived to the full and complete enjoyment of that 
glory which faith taught them to expett: Ged 
having according to the counfe}s of his infinite 
wifdom, provided fomething {till better for us, in 
the gofpel-revelation ; that fo the beauty of his 
conduct and adminiftration might be fo much 
the more apparent; and that they, without us, 
might not be made perfect '; but all might end 
with the greateft dignity and propriety, in bring- 


ing 
NO. TES. 


ted, were flain with 
the fword: they wan= 
dered about in fheep- 
fkins, and goat-fkins; 
being deftitute, afflic- 
ted, tormented; 


38 Of whom the 
world was not wor- 
thy: they wandered 
in defarts, and i 
mountains, and iz 
dens and caves of the 
earth. 


39 And thefe alk 
having obtained a 
good report through 
faith, received not the — 
promife: 


40 God having 
provided fome better 
things for us, thatthey 
without us fhould noe 
be made perfect. 


k Sheep-fhins : wnrwlats.) The Seventy, 
in the cafe of Elijah, tranflate the word 
which we render mantle, by «nrwin, a 
Jncep-fkin. That foeep-/kins and goat-/kins, 
or at leaft the fkins of fome animals, were 
frequently worn by the ancient prophets 
feems to be intimated, Zech. xiii. 4. 

1 That they, without us, might not be 
made perfect.) It is debated, whether 
this refers to the moft perfeét ftate of the 
church on carth, and fo exprefles a decorum 
in the conduét of providence, in gradually 
improving the church of God; or to the 
glory of the future flate. I have given 


in the paraphrafe what feemed to me 
the moft noble and important fenfe.— 
The learned Wolfius, (Cure Philolog. vol. 
IV. p. 774.) mentions with approbation 
the expofition of Alexander More, to 
this effect, that the promife which thefe 
worthies did not receive, related to the 
firft perfonal appearance of the Meffiah : 
that the better thing which God hath pros 
vided for us, is the promife of Chri/?’s 
Jecond appearance, that they might ther 
he made perfeét, but not without us, tho® 
we have received the accomplifhment of 
the firft promife without them, 

m Being 


We then are compaffed with a great cloud of witneffes. 101 


XML. x. Wherefore, 
feeing wealfo are com- 
paffed about with fo 
great a cloud of wit- 
neffes, let us lay afide 
every weight, and the 
fin which doth fo ea- 
Gly befet us, and let 
us run with patience 
the race that is fet 
before us. 


2 Looking unto 
Jefus the author and 
finifher of our faith ; 

who 


m Being therefore encompaffed, &c. let 


us.) Our tranflators 


ing all his children together, to the full confum- 
mation of thei hopes in Chrift Jefus his Son, 
at the time of his final and triumphant appear- 
ance. 

In the mean time, we may confider this glo- 
rious and triumphant affembly, as looking down 
from the peaceful and bleffed {tate at which ma- 
ny of them are already arrived, and obferving 
the manner in which we endeavour to follow 
them. And let the thought animate us in a be- 
coming manner. Being therefore, as we are, 
encompaffed™ with fo great a cloud of witneffes*, 
who furround us on every fide in a vaft innus 
merable affembly, the fpeCtators of our trial, Jet 


‘us lay afide every incumbering weight, and efpe- 


cially the fin which in prefent circumftances has 
the greateft advantage [againft us°,| I mean, a 
difpofition to relinquifh, or diffemble the gof- 
pel, for fear of fufferings; [and] let us run with 
patience and perfeverance, the race which is fet 
before us, refolutely perfifting in it, how long 
and painful foever it may be. Looking off 
from every objet which would interrupt us in 
our career, and fixing our eyes upon fFefus, the 
leader and finifber of [our] faith, who called 

Us 


Nu OQ has Hie S: 
race, when they are blown about by the 


have rendered this, wind. Others would render it, The wel] 


Wherefore feeing we alfo; conneéting xc 
with nes, whereas it thould be joined 
with roryapyy, and confidered as a kind 
of expletive. 

2 Cloud of witneffes.] Capellus thinks 
this expreffion is an allufion to vaft num- 
bers of birds flying together like a cloud, 
Ifa. lx. 8. The word witneffes certainly 
alludes to the Olympic race, where perfons 
were appointed to ftand at the mark, to 
obferve who firft came thither, and give 
evidence in favour of the conqueror; upon 
whom therefore a crown was beftowed ac- 
cording to theirteftimony. The allufion 
in laying afide every incumbrance, is too e- 
vident to need further illuftration. See 
the next vote. 

© In prefent circumftances has the greateft 
advantage : apapliav evrepisaloy.) ‘This 
(as fome imagine) may fignify @ fin which 
fits €afily about us ; which is explained of 


the vanity of the world, that feems to be. 


matter of comparatively little danger, yet 
may be a fatal entanglement to us; as 
jiglst garments may to thofe who run a 


Nz 


circumftanced fin, in oppofition to what is 
anepicaiG', without any recommending 
circumftauce, or bere of ornament. ‘Thus 
it is illuftrated by Dunlop, vol. 1. Serm. 
xill. p. 309,—316. 

P The Author and Finifoer of our faith.} 
Tt muft be confefled the word [our'} is not 
in the original; but the faith of which 
Chrift-is the Author and Finifher mult be 
the faith of Chriftians; and when he is 
faid to be the Author and Finifber of our 
faith, wt mult fignify, not only that he was 
an illuftrious example of it, but that, as 
our Leader, he brings us to it, and carries 
us on in the exercife of it, till we attain 
the complete felicity to which it was in- 
tended to introduce us.—The word, /ock- 
ing agopavies, propertly fignifies our taking 
off our regard from ofier things, that we 
may fix them upon Chrift.—Mr Dunlop 
thinks Chrift is called the Author and Fi- 
nifver of faith in allufion to the judges of 
the games, who fet laws before the con- 
tenders whereby they were to govern them~- 
felyes, and then adjudged the crowns i 
the 
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- he fhall beftow upon us the promifed crown. 


Reflections on 


us out to this ftrenuous, yet glorious, enterprife; 
who animates us by his example, and fupports 
us by his grace, till the feafon comes, in which 


who for the joy that 
was {et before him, 
endured -the crofs, 
defpifing the fhame, 
and is fet down at the 
right-hand of the 


He indeed is the moft illuftrious example of all, theone oF Cd: 


who for the joy and glory that was fet. before 
him 4, in the view of honouring his heavenly Fa- 
ther, and procuring the falvation of men, and 
fo pafling to fuch exalted honour and felicity, 
endured all the agonies of the cro/s, de/pifing the 
shame of fo ignominious an execution. And ac- _ 
cordingly, now the infamy, the pain and the 
humiliation-are ceafed for ever, he is afcended 
to that world, where alone fuch confummate 
goodnefs could receive its proper reward. And 
there he is fet down in conipicuous and peerlefs 
majefty, at the right-hand of the glorious and 
exalted throne of God, there to live and reign in 
immortal felicity and dignity. And among all 
the illuftrious examples of faith, by whom you 
may be animated and edified, there is none com- 
parable to him. 


Titel Pot Ree One Fie a Bases Bia Noe T. 


1°. it poflible we fhould read thefe animated periods without feel- 

ing our hearts glow with a facred ambition of acting as be- 
comes thofe who have heard fuch tidings and beheld fuch exam- 
ples? If the triumphs of faith in Rahab, and Gideon, and Barak, 
and Sam/fon, and feptha, cannot move us, nor even thofe of Da- 
vid, and of Samuel; if we are infenfible of the martial prowefs 
which they exerted in firm dependance on the Lord Ged of hofts ; 
let us behold other combats, in which they who feemed weaker, 
became yet more glorioufly vi€torious. _ Let us remember, not 
only the mouths of lions flopped, but the violence of fire quenched, 
when the faithful fervants of God were thrown into it. Veastet 


us 

INE Os Deeon 
the conquerors. Thus, fays that excellent cannot by any means acquiefce in that in- 
writer, he eafes us of our burdens, ani- interpretation. Befides, the word avi 
mates our faintnefs, retards the progre(s 


of our enemies, and at length will with 


his own hands fet upon our heads that - 


beautiful diadem which he hath purchafed 
with his own blood. 

9 For the joy that was fet before him.] 
Some would render it, Injread of the joy 
that lay before him, meaning the honour 
and happinefs he might have enjoyed in 
the prefent world. But TH QOKELLLEVIS has 
fo evident a reference to verfe-. that { 


may well fignify, j fet againf? that jay, and 
then the meaning will be, that he defpifed 
the fhame of the crofs, in comparifon of 
the joy fet before him. Nor can we ima- 
gine any love more difinterefted than that, 

which {hould make his recovering finners 
to God and happinefs, the great joy of 
his heart, and, in fubferviency to the Di- 
vine glory, the grand motive of his a€tions 
and inffcrings. 


the foregoing examples of faith. 


us behold thofe who endured its unquenched violence, and turn- 


ed all thofe painful and terrible fenfations, into an heroic occafion | 


of exprefling the fuperior ardour of their Jove to God, and the 
ftedfaftnefs of their faith in him. Let us remember thofe youths, 
and children, and women, among the reft of thefe worthies, in- 
deed among the worthieft of them, who were tortured not accept- 
ing deliverance, that they might obtain a better refurreétion. 

In vain were all the terrors of perfecuting rage and cruelty 
oppofed to thefe triumphs. They fubmitted to imprifonment, and 
banifobment, how dear foever liberty and their native country 
might be; they quitted their commodious habitations for rocks 


and caves, and their comfortable apparel, for /beep-/hins and ,; 


goat-fkins. And when de/arts and dens could no longer fhelter 
their wretchednefs, but they were feized by their blood-thirfty e- 
nemies, they beheld, and endured, undifmayed, the moft horrid 
inftruments of death. When the piercing /word entered their 
vitals, when overwhelming /fones dafhed them in pieces, when 
the torturing /aw was tearing out their very entrails, there was a 
principle within fuperior to all thefe, which nothing could pierce, 
which nothing could rend away, which nothing could overwhelm. 
God hath done an honour to our nature in raifing up fuch illu- 
ftrious perfons, of whom the world was not worthy, and whofe 
diftinguifhed worth could never have been manifefted in the eyes 
of their fellow-creatures, had it not been called out to fuch rigo- 
rous trials. Well might they rejoice on any terms in their dif- 
mifhion from a ftate of exiftence, fo far beneath the elevation of 
their views. And though their names may be perifhed from a- 
mong men, and the diftinct Ai/fory of each loft in the crowds of 
countlefs multitudes, yet are they all in remembrance before Gad; 
and the death of each of his faints, in fuch circumftances, pecu- 
liarly precious in his fight. ‘They are now bathing in thofe rivers 
of delight, which flow through the celeftial paradife, and waiting 
the full confummation of their hope in that better refurreétion, in 
the views of which they fuffered fo bravely. In the mean time, 
they /ook down, as it were, from the battlements of heaven upon 
our combats, upon our race. O, let them not fee us bafely 
fhrinking back, or loitering! Let us lay afide every weight ; let 
-us, efpecially, guard againft the fin which moft eafily befetsus. 
And to eftablifh all our fortitude, and to awaken all our ardour, 
let us look to an objet brighter and nobler than all thefe, even 
to the Son of God, the Sun of righteou/ne/s, fhining in high pre- 
eminence above all this cloud, and as it were gilding it by the re- 
flection of his effulgent rays. Let us look to Fe/us, who leads us 
on; to fe/us, who will complete the triumph of our faith, and 
fet the crown.on the head of every one who overcometh! Let us 
daily think, what agony, what ignominy, he endured for us; and 
let every confideration of noble ambition, of duty, and of Be 
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wake. 
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They foould further confi der'the example of Chrift: 


vs 's tude, fire our fouls, and add wings to our zeal: fo fhall we at 
length-fhare in Ais joy, and fit down victorious with him on his 
throne, as he hath alfo overcome, and is fet down with the Father 


on his throne. 


en 


Hs Berl Sea, 5a i XIX. 


‘ \ 


. The apoftle animates the believing Hebrews to bear and improve 
the afflictions to which they were expofed, and to exert thems 
Selves vigoroyfly to promote the united intereft of peace and hali« . 


4 his trials. 


§ crifice to duty. 


ag 


nes. Heb. AIL. 3,---14. 
Hesrews Xll. 3. 
N order to encourage you, my dear brethren, 
in your Chriftian courfe, I have directed you, 
and I muft again direé&t you, to the Lord Jefus 


. Chrift; for what can be more important, than 


to confider him *, who with patient fortitude, en- 
dured fuch obftinate and perverfe contradiétion of 
ungrateful finners againft himfelf. Think how 
great and illuftrious a Perfon he was, and what 
fevere things he fulfered; that you may not grow 
weary in your Chriftian cour fe, nor faint in your 
minds, when called to fhare in fome degree of 
And indeed you will be inexcu- 
fable if you fhould defert his caufe, on’ account 
of any fuch trials as you have yet endured; for 
you have not as yet undergone the fevereft proofs 
of your integrity, nor refifted unto blood, firiving 
againft fin”, as he did; who made his life a fa- 
And ye feem to have forgot- 
ten the exhortation *, of the word of God, which 
Speaketh to you, as to his fons, (Prov. ili. 11, 12.) 
faying, ae fon, defpife not the chaftening of the 
Lord, as if it were a fmall matter 5 nor faint and 


fink, 
N. 0. PB eS. 
2 Confider him: avarocyrracSe.] The 


HEBREWS XII. 3. 

OR confider him 

that endured fuch 
contradiétion of fin- 
ners again{t himfelf, 
left ye be. wearied, 
and faint in your 
minds. 


4 Ye have not yet 
refitted unto blood, 
ftriving againft fin, 


5 And ye have for- 


-gottenthe exhortation 


which {peaketh unto - 
you as unto children, 
My fon, defpife not 
thou the chaftening 
be Gerard nor faint 
when 


an allufion to the pugiles, or boxers, who 


eriginal word is very emphatical; and as 
Hrafmus Schmidius obferves, is a mela- 
phor taken from arithmetical and geametri- 
cal proportions. So that it fignifies the 
great accuracy and) exattnefs with which 
they fhould confider the Author and 
Finither of their faith, and efpecially the 
analogy between his café and their own. 

_b Refified unto blood.] It has been juttly 
obferved by feveral commentators, that there 
are many agoui{tical terms in this context, 
ln the phraie before us there feems to be 


fought erect, with their hand ftretched 
out, and were often befmeared with blood. 
Mr Seurin juttly obferves, in his beautiful 
illuftration of this text. (Serm. ix. p.90- ) 
that fometimes men were killed by the 
blows of the cefus. See alfo Dr Whitby 
in loe. 

€ Ye have .forgotten the exhortation.) 
Beza, and fome others, choofe to read 
this claufe with an inrerrognion, Have ye 
forg es the exhortation ? 


a. Whom 


Far correction is a proof of adoption: 


when, thou: art rebu- 


log 


fink, when thou art rebuked by him; but avoid Sect. 


ked of him. 


6 For whom the 
Lord loveth he cha- 
fteneth, and fcour- 
geth every fon whom 
he receiveth. 

7 If ye endure cha- 
ftening, God dealeth 
with youas with fons: 
for what fon is he 
whom the father cha- 
fteneth not. 


8 But if ye be with- 
out chaftifement, 
whereof allare parta- 
kers, then are ye ba- 
{tards and not fons. 


9 Furthermore, we 
have had fathers of 
our flefh, which cor- 
refted us, and we 
gave them reverence : 


fhall 


the extremes of proud infenfbility, and entire 
dejeCtion. For whom the Lord loveth, he cor- 
reéteth, and fcourgeth, with feeming feverity, 
every fon wham he receiveth 4 to peculiar favour. 
It is evident therefore, that if ye endure chaften- 
ing, God dealeth with you as wife and affection- 
ate parents deal with their beloved fons ; for 
what fon is there whom the father chajteneth not, 
more or lefs? There are fearce any children, 
who do not fometimes need correction, and, no 
wife and good parent, who will always forbear 
it. 
which all the genuine children are partakers, 
then are ye treated as men often treat baflards °, 
about whofe education they are often carelefs, 
as being afhamed of them, and looking upon 


them as a {eandal to their families; and not as- 


they treat their legitimate fons, whom they in- 
tend to make their heirs, and concerning whom 
they are folicitous, that they may be happy 
themfelves, and a credit and comfort to the fa- 
mily they ftand related to; which a child left 
to himfelf, without corre€tion, is by no mean 

like to prove. 
Now if £ when we had fathers of our flefb, 
who corrected us, we gave [them] reverence ®, 
and 

NOt aes. 


~ ent verfions. 


d Whom the Lord loveth,. be corretéteth, 
and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth.] 
There feems to be a beautiful gradation 
in thefe words. To receive, fignifies here 


, to have a particular regard for. Compare 


Ifa. xiii. r. in the Seventy. The paflage 
is quoted from Prov. iii. rr, 12. and the 
laft clane of the apoj/fle’s citation, which 
is, -4nd fcourgeth every fon whom he re- 
cetveth, is by our Englifh verfion, and 
the old Latin, there rendered, Even as a 
father the fou in whom he delighteth. And 
this is agreeable to the modern pointing. 
But without any change in the Hebrew 
letters, the claufeé may be tranflated as it 
is by the apojtle, agreeably to the render- 
ing of the Seventy, and fome other anci- 
See Mr. Hallett in loc. 

¢ Bajiards.] In thofe diffolute ages 
there were among the heathen many bafe- 
born children. | And it is highly proba- 
ble, that as for fuch, their education, 
(like that of Jeptha, whofe fatal error 
might perhaps be owing to it,) was much 


neglected, fo as to come almoft into a pro- 
verb. 

£ Now if.] Inftead of sla, the Syriac 
verfion feems to have read et d<, but if. 
This reading is followed by Curcellzus; 
Beza expreffes fome approbation of it.— 
The learned Albert, and Raphelius, con- 
fider the claufe as a fmart and animated 
interrogation, and produce various paffa- 
ges to thow that this is the force of the 
Greek particle «Ja. 

8 iivhen we had fathers of our flefs,—-we 
gave them reverence] It had indeed been 
more literally rendered, We had fathers of 
our flesh, who corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence: which fome confider as a 
Hebraifm, as if he had faid, Hho corrctied 
us that we might give them reverence But 
it feems more natural to underftand the 
particle, xas, as connecting the two clau- 
fes, We had faihers of our ficfv, and we 
gave them reverence. tn which view the 
verfion I have given fully exprefles the 
apojtle’s defign, 
h And 
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But if ye are without chaftifement, of g 


106 | And God corredeth us for our fpiritual advantage: 
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and fubmitted patiently and quietly to their dif- 
cipline, /hall we not much rather, on the jufteft 
principles of filial duty, be in fubjeélion to the 
great Father of our /pirits, by whom that noble 
part of our nature was produced, in the produc- 
tion of which our earthly parents had no fhare? 
And indeed we know this to be neceflary, if we 
defire to live », fince rebellion againft him will 
be infinitely fatal, and expofe us.to a dreadful 
and capital punifhment. 

But not to infift on confiderations of terror; 
let us attend to thofe of a more ingenuous ‘na- 
ture, and particularly thofe which arife from the 
reafon of things, and a view of what will on the 
whole be moft conducive to our own trueft ad- 
vantage. As for our earthly parents, they in- 
deed for a few days i, while we were in a ftate 
of infancy and childhood, correéted [us] as they 
thought good, and there might fometimes be a 
mixture of weaknefs and arbitrary paflion in 
their chaftifements ; dut we are fure this can ne- 
ver be the cafe with refpect to our heavenly Fa- 
ther. O, far from that: if fe take the rod in- 
to his hand, it is for our advantage, and that 
we may be partakers of his holinefs ; which is 1n- 
deed the greateft dignity, beauty, and glory of 
the rational nature, and what moft immediately 
tends to the happinefs of time and eternity. 
Now it is. true, that all chaftening for the prefent 
feemeth not to be [matter] of joy, but of grief: 
it is painful to the flefh, and human nature 
would rather defire to be excufed from it: but 
afterwards it yieldeth the peaceful fruit of righ- 
teoufne/s *, to thofe that are in a fuitable man- 


ner 
Ns 'O Solo ab 
h And live.| This awful, yet tender 


S. 


fhall’ we not much 
rather bein fubjection 
unto the Father of 
fpirits, and live? 


ro For they verily 
for a few days cha- 
ftened us, after their 
own pleafure: but he 
for our profit, that 
we might be partakers 
of his holinefs, 


tr Nownochaften- 
ing for the prefent 
f{eemeth to be-joyous, 
but grievous: never- 
thelefs, «afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceful 
fruit of righteoufnefs, 
unto them which are 
exer 


infinuation of the terrible confequences of 
rebellion againft the Father of fpirits, (in 
which there is an allufion to the capital 
punifhment to be infli€ted on a difobedient 
child, Deut. xxi. 18, &c.) is.very re- 
markable; and an inftance of the apoj/tle’s 
forcible manner of fuggefting the moft 
weighty thought, fometimes in an oblique 
manner, and in very few words. Com- 
pare Rom. xii. ult. x Tim. iv. 16. Tit, 
ji. 16s) Phil i 20% Heb. ‘xi. 28. And 
many paffages to be found in all his wri- 
tings. 

i For a few days.) This is to be ap- 


plied both to our earthly parents, and our 
heavenly Father, and it contains a beauti- 
ful and comfortable intimation, that this 

whole life, when compared with our fue © 
ture being, is but asa few days: indeed: 
infinitely lefs than the days of childhood to 
thofe of the /onge/? life of man upon earth. 
K Peaceful fruit of righteoufnefs.| Pot 
fibly alluding to the crowns of olive gi- 
ven to the viffor in the Olympic games, 
which was alfo an emblem of peace. The 
learned Bos would tranflate the word, t= 
pnvixov, pleasant, joyful, it being ufual to 
exprefs pleafure and happinefs by peate, 
Weolfius is of opinion, that the expreffion 
refers 


~*~ 


Wherefore they fhould be ftedfaft and courageous. 


exercifed thereby. 


xz Wherefore lift 
up the hands which 
hang down,-and the 
feeble knees; 


r13. And make 
ftraight paths for 
your feet, left that 
which is lame be turn> 
ed ont of the way, 
but let ‘it rather be 
healed, 


' 


14 Follow peace 
holinefs, without 


which no man {hall 
fee the Lord. 
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ner. exercifed therewith '. It produces and im- SEe«° 
proves thofe virtues which afford peace and joy _*%" 
to the mind, and like a nobler crown than that. He’. 
which many endure fo much to obtain, richly *1#-11. 
rewards the moft ftrenuous labour, and moft 
afflictive ftruggle. 

Therefore rally your languid fpirits, lift up the 
hands that hang down ™, that they may exert 
themfelves in this glorious combat, and ftrength- 
en the feeble tottering knees, that they may hold 
out.to the end of this important race. And 13 
by the proper exercife of difcipline in your Chri- 
{tian focieties, and by all the other offices of 
true and faithful friendthip, make firaight paths 
Jor your fect. Regulate matters fo, that the way 
of. duty may be as obvious and eafy as poffible, 
that the infirm, the lame, and the decrepit, may 
not by difcouragements and temptations se 
turned out of the way, or thrown down, but that 
every fuch feeble traveller in the way to Sion, 
may rather be healed; recovered from falls or 
weaknef{s, and ftrengthened to a courfe of more 
ftrenuous and perfevering pitty. 

And while the jarring interefts of this world 


12, 


14 


“with all men, and {9 often occafion fcandalous contentions between 


men, and even between Chriftians, let it be 
your faithful and Zealous care to pur/ue peace 
with all men, even when it may feem to flee 
from you. 4nd at the fame time, remember, 
whatever the confequence may be, to cultivate 
univerfal Aoline/s, in all its branches; without 
which, how ready foever men may be to flatter 
themfelves with vain expeClations, no man /ball 
fee the Lord. For it is his unalterable decree, 
for ever to exclude thofe fouls im which fin 

reigns, 

NSO wa toro 


tefers to that peace with God which we 
obtain by faith. See Cure Philolog. vol. 
IV. p. 783- 

L Exercifed thereby. ] Not only cor- 


‘redted, but inffrutted and edified ¥ fetting 


themfelyes to fearch out the proper /effons 
which afflictive difpenfations are intended 
to teach, 

m Lift up the hands that hang down.) 
The conneGion, of thefe words in Ifa. 
xxxv. 3. from whence they are borrowed, 
Jeads us to underftand them of affiftance 
given to others. But this mult by necef- 
fary confequence fuppofe a care to exert 

Vou. Vi. a 


ourfelves with vigour and refolution. It 
is certain that thefe are likewife agoniftic 
phrafes, by the following expreflion, 
make firaight path8 for your feet, which 
fome underftand, ordering their lives fo 
that others might be directed and encou~ 
raged by their example. Diodaie gives it 
a fingular fenfe, as if it had been faid, 
By yousvoluntary and cheerful obedience, 
make the rudes of the goipel feem ea/y. I 
have in the. paraphrafe endeavoured to 
unite both the views to ourfelves and 
others, as It is ‘certain one could not be in= 
tended as exclufive of the Ouher. 


708 _ Reflections on Divine chaftifements. 
Sect. reigns, from that fight of him in the celeftial 

*9* world, for, which their tempers and difpofitions 
Heb. render them altogether unfit, even to a degree 
*4- '4- of utter incapacity. 
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i what clearer words can thofe exhortations of the apoflebeex- | 
preffed ! By what more powerful motives can they be enforced ! 
Behold, the whole of our duty comprehended in one word: to 
Ver. 14 follow after peace and holine/s ! Behold the moft awful engage- 
ments fuggefted, that no man, whatever his profeflion, or hope, 
ot confidence may be, can poilibly /ee the Lord without it! What 
a folicitude fhould it awaken to cultivate Aoline/s in ourfelves, to 
promote it in others, and to remove every ob/truétion as much as 
poflible. Awaken our fpirits, O Lord, by thy good Spirit, 
zz © that the moft /anguid hands, and feeble knees, may be frength- 
“¢ ened and confirmed.” And that they may be ftrengthened, 
3 let us look to our great Leader, to him who pafled through fo ma- 
ny years, in the midft of the moft violent oppofition, the moft 
perverfe contradiction. Surely we might fee enough to animate 
4 us to maintain the combat, even till we left the laft drop of our 
blood in the place, when we frrive againjt fin, againft his ene- 
mies and ours, to deliver us from the power of which, he aflu- 

med flefh and blood, and died. 

He, the def beloved Son was diftinguifhed byhis Father’s cha- 
ftifement, though there was not the leaft degree of failing in 
him, to deferve it. But the chaftifement of our peace was upon 
him. And fhall we who have merited to be chaftifed with /cor- 
pions, mourn at the rod? Let this /eripture be attentively re- 
viewed, and laid up in our mind, to difpofe us to the moft ex- 
emplary patience under affliction ; and to guard againit the oppo- 
fite and dangerous extremes, of de/pifing Divine correttions, or 

s fainting under them. Would we with to be excufed from the 
8 tokens of God’s paternal love? would we with to be negleted, 
as if we were baffards, rather than cultivated with the difcipline 
of beloved children? were we fubmiflive to our earthly parents, 
and fhall we rebel again{t our Father in heaven? fhall we not be 
9 in fubjection to the Father of our fpirits, and live? May our fouls 
remember the unanfwerable argument and the awful motive to 
‘this fubjeGtion. In what would oppofition end, but in death ? 
and how unreafonable would that oppofition be? Is God in thefe - 
later ages of the world become an arbitrary and tyrannical being, 
that his proceedings fhould now be fufpeéted, and cenfured ? is 
he no longer concerned for the profit and advantage of his chil- 
ro dren? or is it no Jonger defirable to be partaker of his holine/s ? 
of that Aoline/s, which is to fit us to /ee and enjoy him for ever? 
‘ Lord, 


eee - 


They foould not fall fhort of the grace of God: 
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Lord, thould each of us fay, I blefs thee, that thou haft made Secr, 


me partaker of thy providential bounties, of thy go/pel, of thy 
grace, in any degree: but, O, my foul longs to be partaker of 
thine holine/s, to bear thine image more completely, as the great 
glory and bleffednefs of my nature. For this therefore would I 
{ubmit to thy correétions, though for the prefent ever fo grievous, 
and wait thofe peaceable fruits of rightesufne/s which will be fo 
rich an equivalent for all. Hh 


Swe Ger. XX. 


The apofile folemnly cautions them againft defpifing the blefings of 
the gofpel, and facrificing them to any fecular views, or animal 
gratifications ; and enforces the caution by reprefenting the in-. 
comparable excellence of thofe bleffings, and the wonderful man- 
ner in which they were introduced, which even the introduétion 
of the Fewifh oeconomy, glorious as that was, did by no means 
equal. Heb. XII. 15,---29. 


Heprews XII. rs. Hesrews Xil, 1b. 

LOokiNcdiligent- | Have been earneftly exhorting you to culti- 
, ty, left any man 2 vate holinefs, in your own hearts and lives ; 

fail of the grace of ‘5 

God; le(t any root of and I muft farther prefs it upon you, that you 

bitternefs {pringing endeavour to maintain a friendly and brotherly 

up, trouble you, and infoegtion over each other. Look to it there- 


thereby many be de- 2 K 
ea y fore, with the greateft attention and care, for 


19> 


Ver, rr 


SECT. 
20. 
Loar 

Heb. 
XI, 150 


yourfelves and one another, eft any one, by apo- — 


{tafy from the Chriftian religion, fall /hort of the 

grace of God, under the day of grace and dif- 

penfation of the gofpel; eff any root of bitter- 

_nefs * and poifon, /pringing up. unheeded, occa- 

Jfion trouble to the fociety in general, and by it, 

before you are aware, many be difturbed and de- 

jiled, through the contagion of fo bad an exam- 

ye bon Sie a ple: Left there (be,] for inftance, any forni- 
ratibe perfon, as cator, who fhould abufe the liberty of the gof- 
Efau, pel into an occafion of gratifying his flefhly luits 5 

or any other voluptuous and profane Fane 

who 


. eg eae Wm AL 
2 Root of bitternefs and poifon.] The a profane contempt of it in the infamous 
word wx3, which is ufed, Deut. xxix. bargain here referred to. And as an im- 
18. properly fignifies an infectious kind of moderate eagernefs in the gratification of 
lant, which by its influence taints other appetite, would naturally imply a con- 
vegetables which grow near it. tempt of fpiritual and Divine bleflings, to 
b Profane perfon.] Efauiscalled a pro- be facrificed to fuch gratifications, it was 
fane perfon, becaufe as a prophetic bleffing properly exprefled by profanene/s. 
went along with the birth-right, there was 


O12 © For 


IIo 
Sect. who fhould put an open contempt upon fpiri- 

*°- tual bleflings, facrificing them to the hope of 
Hed. fome prefent indulgence; as Efau, who for fo 


“U1 mean a thing as one meal, gave away his birth- 
right °, even all the peculiar and religious ho- 


For they were not come to mount Sinai, — 


Efau, who for one 
morfel of meat fold 
his birth-right. 


nours, as well as revenues of his primogeniture. ~ 


7 
‘gladly have inherited the bleffing, which was its 
moft valuable attendant, he was rejected 4, for 
when he would have perfuaded Ifaac his father 
to have revoked and transferred that which he 
had juft before pronounced upon his brother Ja- 
cob, he found no room for repentance °, no pof- 
fibility of changing his father’s mind, by all bis 
fubmiffions and intreaties; though he fought it 
earneftly, and even with tears, yet {till aac per- 
fitted in what he had done, and faid; ** I have 
<¢ bleffled him, yea, and he fhall be bleffed,” 
Gen. xxvii. 33. 4 
The ineftimable privileges and prerogatives, 
which the gofpel brings along with it, fo fupe- 
rior to the Mofaic law, add great weight to thefe 
exhortations and cautions; for ye, who are pro- 
felyted to Chriftianity, are not come to Sinai a- 
gain, tothe awful mountain which was the abjeét 
of touch £, though the touch of it were prohibi- 
- ted on fo high a penalty; and to the burning fire 
that furrounded it, and the thick cloud, and dark- 
nefs, and dreadful tempeff, which were the tre- 
men- 


18 


NGOS ES: 


For ye know, that when afterwards he would 


x7 For ye know 
how that afterward 
when hewould have 
inherited the blefling, 
he was rejeéted : for 
he found no place of 
repentance, ‘thongh 
he fought it careful- 
ly with tears. 


18 For ye are not 
come unto the mount 
that. might be touch- 
ed, and that burned 
with fire, nor unto 
blacknefs, and dark- 
nefs, and tempeft, 


© For one meal gave away his birth-vight. | 
That feems the juft, rendering of avs 
Sparews pine amedolo rae wpaloloxia aulys 
Dr Barrow, 1 think, would render it, 
for one little cating bout; but that feemed 
hot fufficiently grave. 

d He was rejefed.] From comparing 
the blefling of Jacob and Efau, Gen. 
xvii. 28, 29, 39, go. it will appear that 
there muft be, folmething /péritual in the 
bleffing of Jacob; elfe Efau would not 
have been faid to be rejeffed, confidering 
what he obtained. See Dr Goodwin's 


Works, vol. 1. p. 43. : 


_ © No room for repentance.| We render 
it no place for repentance. ‘The meaning 
of this undoubtedly is not, that he would 
have repented, and could not ; but that there 
was no room for his repentance, it would 
not be regarded, or, in other words, that 
his father's mind could: not be changed, 


£ Mountain, which was the objeF of 
touch: opse Inragwuevo.] Dr Wall, in 
his nofe upon this place, declares himfelf 
inclined, if he had the authority of any 
manufcript or verfion to fupport him, to 
read y Ymawpoueva, which might not be 
touched, referring to the prohibition i 
Exod. xix. 13. and which -the apojile 
mentions in the very next verfe. But 
there is no neceffity at all for this altera- 
tien. For it is not intimated by the ex- 
preffion, that the mountain might Jaw- 


fully be touched, but that as I have tran- 


flated it, it was the obje€t of touch, which 


‘indeed is implied’in the very prohibition 


itfelf, And in thus charaéterizing mount 
Sinai, it was his. intention, to intimate 
that it was an earthly mountain, not like 
mount Sion, she city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerufalem. ‘ 


& Mofes 


But to mount Sion, the city of the living God ; 


xo And the found 
of a trumpet, and the 
_ voice of words? which 
voice they that heard, 
intreated that the 
word fhould not be 
fpoken to them any 
more: 


* 


20 (For they could 
notendure that which 
was commanded, 
And if fo much asa 
beaft touch the moun- 
tain, it fhal\ be ftoned, 
or thruft through 
with a dart. 


21 And fo terrible 
was the fight, that 
Mofes faid, I exceed- 
ingly fear, and 
quake. ) 


22, But ye are come 
unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the 
living God, the hea- 
yenly Jerufalem, and 

to 


mendous fignals of God’s defcent upon it; And 
to the found of the trumpet, which at length wax- 
ed exceeding loud, (Exod. xix. 18, 19.) 5 and 
the voice of diftinh words, fpoken with a found 
which reached all the thoufands of Ifrael, and 
with which they who heard, were {fo powerfully 
affected, that they intreated the word might not 
be continued, or carried on any farther to them, 
but that the remainder of what the Lord had to 
fay to them, might be delivered by the media- 
tion of Mofes: For they were not able to en- 
dure that charge which was pronounced ; fo that 
‘there feemed little room for the caution given, 
and that with fo much feverity, that it was ad- 
ded, If fo much as a beaft touch the mountain, 
it fhall be fioned, or ftruck through with a dart, 
if it efcape immediate death from the tempeft 
and the lightning. (Exod. xix. 12, 13.) And 
the appearance was fo dreadful, (that) Mojfes 
himfelf, who was happy in fuch unparalleled 
degrees of the Divine favour, and accuftomed 
to converfe with God in fo intimate a manner, 
when urged by the people to act as their media- 
tor in this awful tfanfanCion, /aid, Though I 
confent to undertake the charge, J do neverthe- 
lefs, exceedingly fear and tremble ®. But ye, 
my dear brethren, are fo happy as to be come to 
a difpenfation, the reverfe of all thefe terrors, 
even to the mild and gentle difcoveries which 
God makes of his prefence on mount Sion ®; and 
to the holy and joyous folemnities which grace 
the city of the living God fituated there, even the 


Ilt 


SECT. 
20 


Ln 
Heb. 
AIL. 194 


20 


21 


2.2 


heavenly Ferufalem, his facred and everlafting | 


abode; 
IN bw (ORY AN Voad eS y 


& Mojfes fad.) This circumftance is 
not recorded in the Mofaic hiftory. Some 
imagine, that the apojf/e ‘received it by 
Divine revelation; and others refolve it 
into a fradition, the truth of which his 
infpiration enabled him to diftinguifh.—Mr 
Calvin fuppofes Mofes fpoke thefe words 
in the name of the people. 

h’ Mount Sion.] ‘There feems to be 
throughout this whole period a reference 
to thewmanifeftation God made of him- 
felf upon mount Sion, as being milder 
than that upon mount Sinai. And the 
heavenly fociety with which Chriftians are 
incorporated is confidered as refembling 
the former, (that is, mount Sion,) in 


‘fies«giving forth his oracles. 


thofe circumftances, in which it was more 
amiable than the /atter. . Sion was the city 
of God. In the temple, which ftood 
there, cherubim were the ornaments of 
the walls, both in the holy and maj? holy 
place, to fignify-the pretence of angels. 
There was a general affembly and congre- 
gation of the prie/fs, which were fubftitu~ 
ted inftead of the firff-boru, of whofe 
nameg catalogues were kept. There was 
God, as the fupreme Fudge of controver- 
The high 
‘prieft was the mediator between God and 
Ifrael, (compare Luke i. 8,—109.) and 
the blood of /prinkling was daily uted. 


i The 


112 


And to Fefus the Mediator of the new covenant. 


ses 7 abode ; and to myriads of furrounding angels, 


Heb, 


whom itis impoffible to number: Ye are 
come fo the great general affembly i, and church 


XN. 23. of the e firft-borny ky the priefts of God, who are 


24 Lord. 


25 


written in heaven, whofe names are regiftered 
among the inhabitants of the place, the denizons 
of that city, and minifters of God’s temple there. 
Above all, it is to be remembered, that ye are 
come fo God, the fupreme Fudge of all, from 
whofe fentence there can be no appeal; and to 
the fpirits of the righteous, whofe guilt being en- 
tirely expiated, they are made perfor 1 and com- 
plete both in holinefs and happinefs, fo far as 
may confift with the feparate ftate, in which they 
are joyfully waiting the appearance of their 
To this fociety you are related, and 
ye fall fhortly arrive at that world where it 
holds its fupreme refidence; fince you have 
happily drawn near to Fe/us, the Mediator of the 
new and better covenant, far exceeding that e- 
ftablifhed with Ifrael of old, by the mediation of 
Mofes: and to the blood of /prinkling, which fpeak- 
eth better things than [the blood of | Abel™; cry- 


_ ing for pardon ; whereas his cried aloud for ven- 


geance, 

And fince this is the nature of the difpenfa- 
tion under which ye are now brought, let me 
folemnly charge it upon you, to /ee to it, that 


ye 
Ni~Ohs Tot BBs 


to an innumerable 
company of angels. 
23 To the general 
affembly and church 
of the  firft-born 
which are written in 
heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and 
to the fpirits of jut 
men made perfect. 


- 


24 And to Jefusthe 
Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the 
blood of {prinkling, 
that fpeaketh better 
things than that of 
Abel. 


25 See that ye re- 
fufe 


i The general affembly: wavnyuect. | 
The learned Albert fhows, (Objerv. Philo- 
Jog. p. 441.) that this word properly fig- 


' nifies a {tated convention upon fome joyful 


and feffival occafion; particularly that it 
is applied to the concourfe at the Olympic 
fabs In which view it exprefles a very 
ively and elegant, oppofition to the cafe 
of the Ifraelites, who were {truck with a 
general terror, when they were convened 
before mount Sinai. 

k Firjf-born.] Saints are called the 
firft-born, becaufe, under the law, the 
‘firft-born were peculiarly appropriated to 
God, and heirs of a double honour, and 
inheritance. 

1 Fut men made perfett.] Fuftified be- 
fore God, /anéified in their natures, and 
holy in their lives.. Dr Watts think$ the 
apoftle here ufes the expreffion ju/t, or 
righteous, to intimate that he included the 
patriarchs, or Jewith faints; and that 


there was a peculiar propriety in doing it 
as he is writing to the Hebrews. Wait’s 
Death and Heaven, p. 7x.—Mr Baxter 
urges this as. a proof of the diftin& exi/t- 
one of the foul in a /eparate ftate. 

™m [Blood of] Abel.] By this fome un- 
derftand the blood of facrifices in general, 
called the blood of Abel, becaufe he is the 
firft of whofe animal facribtes we read. 
But there is a harfhnefs in that expreffion 
not eafily paralleled; I fhould therefore 
rather underftand it of the blood of Abel 
himfelf, as referring to the gentle and 
gracious charaéter of Chrift, and the blef- 
fings, inftead of vengeance, drawn down 
by his blood.—Thhere is certainly fome 
tranfpofition of what one would have 
thought the moft natural order here; but 
it muft be afcribed to the rapturous man- 
ner in which St Paul conceived of thefe 
things, and his fidne/s of matter when he 
touched upon them, 


n Him 


ohe 


And how can we efcape in neglecting Him? 


fufe not him that 
{peaketh, Forif they 
efeaped not who re- 
fufed him that fpake 
on earth, much more 
foall not we efcape if 
we turn away from 
him that /peaketh from 
heaven : 


26 Whofe voice 
then fhook the earth: 
but now he hath pro- 
mifed, faying, Yet 
once more I fhake not 
the earth only, but 
alfo heaven. 


27 And this word, 
Yet once more, figni- 
fie th 


ye reject not him that fpeaketh to you with thefe seer, 


circumftances of endearment as well as folem- 


113 


206 


nity ; Sor if they efcaped not capital punifhmenty, feb. 
who rejected him that, by Divine infpiration, ¥#5- 


gave forth oracles on earth®, how much more 
(/ball] we [not be able to efcape] if we turn a- 
way from him [that fpeaketh to us| from his 
throne in the heavens? Wf all indignities done to 
Mofes, a mortal man, when {peaking by Divine 
authority, were fo feverely avenged ; how much 
more, thofe offered to the Lord Jefus, who con- 
defcended to come down from heaven, and lay 
afide the glories in which he there dwelt, to un- 
dertake the office of our Law-giver and our Me- 
diator ? 


And indeed the Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom 26 


God has now fpoken to us, is the Perfon that 
prefided in that great folemnity of giving the law, 
to which we have been referring. It was he, 
whofe voice then fhook the earth, and whofe fpi- 
rit infpired the prophets; dut now he hath pro- 
mifed, faying by one of them, (Hag. ii. 6.) Be- 
hold, yet once more J make fo thorough a refor- 
mation, that I may be faid to /hake not the earth 
only, but alfo the heaven ®. For it is in fuch lan- 
guage, that he hath chofen to reprefent the. 
change of the Mofaic oeconomy for that of the 
gofpel. 


ly 


NEB Oe Te a Se 


D Him that gave forth oracles on earth.) 
This is generally expounded of Motes. 
Mr Peirce refers it to God; fince it is 
faid, his voice there foook the earth, which, 
he faith, muft be the voice of God. And 
the argument of the apojfle, according to 
him, is taken ‘from the different manner 
of fpeaking; his fpeaking on earth being 
accompanied with earthly figns, te. 
whereas his {peaking from heavew means 
fpeaking by Chrif?, coming down from 
heaven, and declaring heavenly things, 
(John iii. 12, 31, 32. 1 Pet. i. 14.) more 
glorious than the Jaw, (2 Cor. iil. §,— 
rr.) But it may he oljefted, that God 
{poke to them from heaven, when he gave 
the law at mount Sinai, and that the 
words, whofe voice, may refer to the Jat- 
ter claufe, Him that fpeaketh from heaven. 
Yet even on this fuppofition, he that 
Jpeaketh from heaven, mult, I think, be 


God, fince it is faid, that his voice shook 
the earth, ver. 2.6. 

© Shake not the earth only, but alfo the 
heaven.|] ‘This foaking muft refer to the 
alterations made in the ton/titution of religi- 
on, and be confidered, not as introdu€tory 
to, but confequent upon, the coming of 
the Meffiah. Many think this refers to” 
the new heavens and earth, or the ftate of 
glory to be‘at length introduced. Grotius 
explains it of the extraordinary phenomena 
in the heavens, and on the earth, at the 
birth, death and refurrection of Chritt, 
and miffion of the Spirit, as in part an 
accomplifhment of this prophefy. But 
there would be great room to debate, how 
far thefe were more extraordinary, than 
the commotions on giving the Mofaic 
law. 1 therefore chofe to adhere to the 
other, as the molt probable interpretation. 


P OF 


And it is evident, that this [expref- 27 
Jion,| yet once more, or for the lait time, not on- 


114 By whom we receive a kingdom which can never be moved. 


Sect. 
20: 
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Heb. 
ae 27. 


ly fignifies the removal and change of the things 
therefaid to be /baken ”, that is, of the ordi- 
nances of Mofes, as of things which were made 
and conflituted only for a time *; but alfo ftrong- 
ly intimates, that he would introduce thereby 
a difpenfation to be changed no more, that the 
things, not to be fhaken any more, might be fet 
up, and remain fixed on a perpetual bafis; even 
that eternal kingdom of righteoufnefs and peace, 


_ which God hath eftablifhed by Chrift Jefus his 


28 


2. 


Son. As therefore we have received fach 
an unfbaken kingdom, which fhall never be re- 
moved to make way for any different eftablifh- 
ment, and which gives us the aflurance of a 
reign in eternal glory, /et us fee to it, that we 
have grace whereby we may serve Cod, from 
whom we receive it, inan acceptable manner. As 
that grace is fo freely offered to us", let us not 
be fo wanting to ourfelves, as to fall fhort of it. 
And while we feel our hearts’ infpired with all 
that gratitude and confidence, which fuits the 
genius of fo merciful a difpenfation, let them 
be attempered with a becoming mixture of re- 
verence and pious fear ; that we may not, by an 
unworthy abufe of the gofpel, deprive ourfelves 
of its invaluable bleflings, and fin beyond all 
poffibility of farther remedy. For though our 
God manifefts himfelf in the beams of fuch mild 
majefty, he [zs] ttill poflefled of that tremen- 


, 


fieth the removing of 
thofe things that are 
fhaken, as of things 
that are made, that 
thofe things which 
cannot be fhaken may 
remain. 


28 Wherefore we 
receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be mo- 
ved, let ushave grace, 
whereby we may ferve 
God acceptably, with 
reverence and godly 
fear: 


29 For our God i¢ 
a 


dots”: 


NO eR EBS: 


P Of the things foaken: cartvouevar. | 
The original word is very elegant and ex- 
preflive; it being, as the learned Bos ob- 
ferves, (Exercitat. Philolog. p. 259.) a me- 
taphor taken from Jhips at anchor, which 
though they are fecured from being driven 
away, yet are in a flufluating condition, 
and foj/ed up and down, within a certain 
compafs, by the force of the wind and 
waves. 

4 As of things made and conftituted only 
for atime.] Bos imagines that there is 
in the original a miltake of the tranfcri- 
bers, and for a¢ aeroinpuevav, as of things 
which were made, he would read wezoin- 
envay, as of things foattered and worn out, 
namely, by being toffed and shaken, and 
therefore wanting to be changed and xe- 
paired. And thus he fuppofes there is a 
continuation of the metaphor, which is 
mentioned in the note above, But cotrjec- 
tuval emendations, fipported by the ‘an- 


thority of not a finole manuoript, are not . 
to be admitted without evident neceffity. 
Mr Peirce juftly remarks, that aoseiy is 
frequently uied for appointing or con{titu- 
ting, as in chap. iii, 2. Mark iii. 14. and 
many other places; and that aezvomuevav, 
being a participle of ihe preterperfett tenfe, 
ought not to have been tranflated, Things 
which are made, as in our Englith verfion, 
but Things which were, or had been made, 
or conflituted and appointed, for a time; 
and I have rendered and explained it ac+ 
cordingly. : 

t As grace is fo freely offered.]~ This 
is frongly intimated in the words of the 
exhortation ; elfe there could be no room 
for it. And this ob/ique intimation, in 


“which it is, as it were, taken for granted, 


that we may certainly have grace, if we 
take proper methods for obtaining it, ap- . 
pears to me peculiarly affecting. ; 


\ 


Refleions on the privileges of the gofpel-fRate: IIs 

sconfiming fire.” dous power, which was fo awfully difplayed at See. 
mount Sinai, and will break forth as a confu- >>, . 

ming fire againit all thofe that prefumptuouily Heb. 

violate his laws, and defpife his gofpel. (Deut, * 7% 


Bw AV.\2.3; 24~) 
PA PRR Os PB ae Ce Ns Ls 
ORS Stories of the eternal Jehovah are indeed inconceivable, 
. and immutable. Still he is poffeffed of all that awful maje/- 
ty which he difplayed on mount Sinai, and able in a moment, as 
a devouring fire, to confume the tranfgreffors of his law. But Ver.29 
though he kindly reminds us of this dreadful feene, he does not 
limit and confine our views to it: he appears to us, not on that 
mountain, which was involved in blackne/s, and darkne/s, in tem- +8 
 pefty and fire; but calls us to the milder glories of mount Sion. 
Yet even there might our confcioufnefs of guilt caufe us to fear. ,, 
How fhould we appear in the city of the living God, or prefume 
to mingle ourfelves with the géneral affembly and church of the 
firft-born ? How fhould we hope for a placé among myriads of 23 
angels, and the perfected /pirits of the jujt, in the prefence of 
God, the Fudge of all, if it were not for the refuge and fupport, 24 
which we find in fefus the Mediator of the new covenant, and in 
the blood of fprinkling, which /peaketh better things than the blood 
of 4be/? But being thus encouraged, let us draw near with hum- 26 
ble boldne/s, though with reverence and godly fear ; while we hear 
the voice that once fbook the earth, {peaking to us in accents of 28 
love, and promifing a kingdom that cannot be moved. ‘That king- 
dom do we in fome degree receive now, and we hope for the full 
pofleffion hereafter. {It fhall indeed be obtained, if we learn fo 
to value it, asin the expectation of it, to /erve God acceptably, in 
the improvement of that grace, which awaits us, to make us e- 
qual to his fervice : only let us fee ta it, that we do not, by our 
own criminal negligence, fail of that grace: that we do not pro: 15 
fanely and foolithly tollow the example of that wretched E/au, who 
ftands recorded with fo much infamy, as having for one forry meal 
fold bis birth-right, with all his facred privileges. How many r¢6 
fons of Abraham, having followed him, have found, as he did, 
the impofhbility of retrieving fo fatal a bargain; found, as he did; 
that there was no place for repentance, though they may have fought 17 
it carefully with tears ; with an anguifh of heart, which none can 
conceive, but they who know what final and everlafting de{pair 
means! May God preferve all his churches from fuch roots of 
 bitterne/s, as alas! have too often /prung up among them! And 1s 
fince there is-fo much danger, that many may be defiled by them, 
let thofe that have a real concern for their honour and fatety, be 
looking round, with a proper folicirude,. to guard againit the firft 
Vou. VI. i P ap- 


116 Lhe apoftle exhorts them to brotherly love. 


re appearance of what may be fo fatal to their honour, their purity, 
LO, 


x and their peace. 


% 


5. EB Cac’. XXI. 


The apoftle exhorts Chriftians to brotherly love, purity, compaffion, 
dependence on the Divine care, ftedfajfine/s in the profeffion of 
the truth, and ta a life of thankfulne/s to God, and benevolence 
toman, from a confideration of the ineftimable privileges derived 

’ to us from Chrift, which ought always to encourage us boldly to 
endure any infamy and fuffering which we may meet in his caufe- 


Heb. XUI.1,---16. 


Heerews XIII. HEBREWs XIII. x. 
se aot SHALL conelude my prefent ent to you, [,ET brotherly love 
with fome practical exhortations. And one continue. 

a of the moft comprehenfive and important I.can 
XUI.1. give you, is this: Let Jrotherly love always con- 

tinue* among you. And remember not only ~ 

the common obligations of benevolence, by which 

all human eréatures are conneCted with each o- . 

ther, but thofe peculiar engagements, which the 

Chriftian profeffion lays you under to ftudy the 

good of thofe, who by faith in the gofpel are all 

the children of one Father, and heirs of one glo- “ 

2 rious inheritance. ‘This fhould certainly en- _ 2 Be not forgetful 
gage you to relieve and accommodate fuch as hoe ote 
are in neceflity, and efpecially your Chriftian. entertained angels 
brethren in their travels from place to place, of- unawares. 

ten undertaken for the fervice of their great 
Malter. Be not, theretore, forgetful of hofpita- 
lity ; for fome have, by the pra€tife of it, enter- 
tained angels, as common ftrangers, without 
knowing it®, and have found the hofpitalities of 
many 
IN OFA Reon 

2 Let.brotherly love continue.} Diodate when any of the children of mem relieve 
thinks this exhortation was peculiarly them, they repay the charity with vaft 
fuitable to converted Fews, as the p7 “ejudices advantage. See Millar's Propagatien of 
again{t their Gentile brethren were in ma- Chri/fianity, vol. II. p. 217. I can lay no. 
ny of them fo ftrong, that they were ready {trefs upon Mr Peirce’s reafoning againft 


to difown them with abhorrence. our fuppofing that Chrift was one of thofe 
b Hntertained angels unawares.) angels, that then the apojtle would have 


Tt is 


poflible that from the ftory of Abraham 
and Lot, who had the honour. of enter- 
taining angels, under the form of ordinary 
travellers, fome tradition might reach the 
Indian Bramins, who tell their people, 
that the gods fometimes defcend in the 
form of poor indigent perfons 5. and that 


urged the argument in a {tronger view, by 
obferving that they had eniertained Chrife 
himfelf; (fee'‘his Notes on chap. i. ver. 2. 
and Mr Hadlet on this verfe.) For the a- 
pojiles were under no obligation, on alk 
occafions, to ufe the /fronge/t argument 
that could poffibly be thought of; and as 
there 


- vetoufnefs : 


He recommends chaftity, and condemns covetoufnefs. 117 


3 Remember them 


that are in bonds, as- 


bound with them; 
and them which fuffer 
adverfity, as being 
yourfelves alfo in the 
body. 


4 Marriage is ho- 
mourable in all, and 
the bed undefiled : 
but whoremongers 
and adulterers God 
will judge. 


5 Let your conver- 
fation be without co- 
and be 
content with fuch 
things as ye have; 

for 


many former years abundantly rewarded by one 
fuch favourable vifit. And thus you know not, 
but they who come to you under a very mean ap- 


SECT. 


ate 
wen 
Heb. 


pearance, may be as meflengers from God to *!!-* 


you, and the inftruments of beftowing fome ex- 
traordinary favours from him. You fee ma- 
ny of your brethren fuffering for confcience fake, 
and fome thrown into prifon ; remember them 
therefore efpecially, who are in fuch bonds, as if 
you were yourfelves bound with them, [and] them 
that fufer any kind of ill-treatment in fuch a 
cafe, as being yourfelves alfo in the fame body 
with them, and fo obliged to a tender fympa- 
thy ; not now to infift on your fharing the fame 
common infirmities of human nature with them 
all, which fhould engage you to carry your com- 
pafhon to ftrangers, and even to enemies. 

I know that fome, who pretend to more than 
ordinary chaftity, fay many reproachful things of 
a conjugal life; but I affure you they are much 
to blame ; for marriage [is] to be held honour= 
able in all, and the proper ufe of the marriage- 
bed is to be efteemed as undefiled; fince none can 
imagine, that God would make an action in it- 
felf morally evil, abfolutely neceflary for the 
fupport of the human race in future generations. 


But as for whoremongers and adulterers, who ei- 


ther defpife, or pollute it, God: will undoubted- 
ly judge them, however they may efcape human 
punifhment. 

[Let your] converfation [be] free from every 
degree of covetoufnefs, and [be] contented with 
Juch things as ye have 4, without eagerly or im- 
patiently defiring what Divine Providence may 


fee 
Nm O21 sabe AS: 


there might perhaps be fome rcom to de- 


. bate this matter, it was great prudence to 


build an argument upon a principle, in 
which all that believe the authority of 
feripture mutt agree. 

© Marriage is honourable.) Some critics, 
and (efpecially the popifh writers, to a- 
void ‘the argument which naturally’ arifes 
from hence againtt forbidding marriage to 
the clergy,) would render it, Let marriage 
be honourable in all, and let the bed be un- 
defiled. But the connection of the latter 


_elaufe introduced by the particle but is fuf- 
ficient to vindicate our verfion, unlefs we 


fhould be ditpofed, with the Vulgate, to 


prefer the authority of the Alexandrian 
and Clermont copies, which inftead of és, 
read yap, For whoremougers and adulterers 
God will judge. 

d Content with fuch things as ye have.] 
Phocylides makes ufe of the very words of 
the apoftle in a precept of this kind, Ap- 
werrbar wapescwv. But what the age of 
that writer was, I fear it is impoffible to 
afcertain. There are other pafJages how- 
ever in his excellent moral poems, which 
makes it probable he was acquain'ed with 
the New ‘Teftament as well as the Old, 
from whence he has taken fo many pious 
and humane precepts. 


Pa © We 


118 


Sect. fee fitto with-hold. And though being fo flen- 
derly provided for, as moft of you are, it may 
Heb. feem very probable you fhould foon come to 
want, even the neceflaries of life, efpecially af- 


21. 


enw 


XIIL, 5. 


They frould remember their deceafed paftors: 


for he hath faid, ¥ 
will never leave thee, 
nor forfake thee. 


ter the late ravages you have fuffered from your 


enemies, who have plundered your goods, 
(chap. x. 34.); be not anxioufly folicitous about 


that; for he who hath all the ftores of nature at 
his command, and who owns the relation of a 
Father to us, bath gracioufly faid, (Jofh. i. 5.) 


Twill not, I will not leave thee, I will never, 


6 never, never forfake thee. 


And though thefe 
emphatical words were at firft fpoken to Jofhua, 
yet it was not under a perfonal character only, 
but confidering him in his relation to the Ifrael 


6 So that we may 
boldly fay, The Lord 
is my helper, and 1 
will not fear what man 
fhall do unto me. 


of God, and as acting for its {upport 3 /o that 
all God’s people, as his love to them is in all 
ages the fame, may take a juft encouragement 
from it, and we in particular may take courage 
to jay °, The Lord [is] my helper, and 1 will not 
fear what man Jhall do unto me; thus comfort- 
ing ourfelves, not only in the feeming uncer- 
tainty of future fupplies, but in the midft of the 
greateft dangers, and when threatened by our 
enemies with the fevereft fufferings. 


And let me now urge you to remember thofe 
dear and venerable perfons, who having former- 
ly prefided over you £ in holy things, have /pa- 
ken to you the word of God, whofe courfe is now 
Though all your intercourfe with 
them is for the prefent cut off, do not however 


finifhed. 


7 Remember them 
which have the rule 
over you, who have 
{poken unto you the 
word of God: whofe 
faith follow, confider- 


ing 


forget their inftru€tions and their examples; 


but be mindful of that faith which they taught, 
And Jet it be your 


and which they exercifed. 


great care to imitate them, confidering the end of 


their 


Ne O02 a ESN 


© We may take courage to fay, &c.] 
This application of a particular promife to 
fuch general purpofes, opens a noble hint 
for the improvement of the Old Tefta- 
ment, upon this great and folid principle, 
that God, who is no refpefer of perfons, 
intends, that expreffions of his fayour to 
this or that eminently good man, fhould 
be ufed for the encouragement of afl others 
of the dike chara&ter. “The emphafis of 
-the original is fo well known, that I fhall 
not infift upon it. 

f Prefided over you.] Bihhop Lioyd, 
(Funergl Sermon for Bithop Wilkins, page 


7, 8.) thinks this may refer to Fames the 
apofile, and to Fames, commonly called 
the firft bifhop of Ferufalem; both of 
which had been put to death there before 
this epiftle was written.—Our English 
yerfion here is very far from being jufti- 
fable, Remember them which have the rule 
over yous whereas they were now dead. 
Itfhould have been, Who have prefided, 
or had the rule, over yous, or as 1 have , 
rendered the two claufes in conneétion, 

Who having prefided over you, have fpoken 
to you the word of God, sk eS 


g Chrift 


* 


But efpecially Fefus Chrift, who is ever the fame 


Ang the end of their 
-gonverfation, 


! 


© 


= 8 Jefus Chrift the 
fame yefterday, and 
to-day, and for ever. 


© Be not carried a- 
bout with divers and 
ftrangedoétrines: for 
it is a good thing that 
the heart be eftablifh- 
ed with grace, not 
with meats, which 
have not profited 
them that have been 
occupied therein, 


10 We have an al- 
tar 


& Chrift the fame.] 


a much nobler fenfe, if explained ef the 
immutability of Chri/P’s power and grace, 
than if merely underftood of his doétrine 5 


though I have given 


their converfation. Refle& on the happy man- 
ner in which they quitted life, on that fupport 
which they found, in their lateft moments, from 
the truths they had taught you, and on that he- 
roic refolution with which fome of them were 
animated to meet even martyrdom itfelf in that 
facred caufe’: and let the remembrance of thefe 
things engage you ftedfaftly to retain their faith, 
and courageoufly to follow their fteps. 
remember for your farther encouragement, that 
though the moft faithful minifters of the gofpel 
die; yet as that facred difpenfation {till conti- 
nues immutable, fo Fe/us Chri/t, the great Guar- 
dian of thofe who faithfully adhere to it, in the 
tenor of his declarations, as well as in the glo- 
ries of his Divine nature, [is] the fame & yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever; and therefore can 
well fupport you, by whomfoever you may be 
forfaken. And let this be a powerful engage- 
ment to adhere to his gofpel, and to preferve it 
uncorrupted. In this view, fee to it, that ye 
be not carried about by various and foreign doc- 
trines, difagreeing with each other, and with 
the great ftandard of truth in the Divine revela- 
tion. Many are zealous for fuch, and particu- 
larly Judaizing teachers; but remember, [it is] 
a good thing that the heart be eftablifbed in an 
adherence to the grace of the gofpel, and not 
zealous in thofe diftinétions between various 
kinds of meats, and repofing its confidence in 
thofe ritual obfervances which fome are ready 
to lay fo much ftrefs upon; but by which they, 
who have been molt converfant [in them] and re- 
garded them with the greateft exactnefs, have 
not profited, fo as to make any real attainment 
in religion, by all that fcrupulofity and mortifi- 
cation. They boaft indeed of many of their 
privileges, in which they think themfelves fupe- 
rior to us; but it is infinitely more than a ba- 
lance to all, that we have an altar of a {piritual 
nature, even that dignified by the facrifice of 

the 


Ne) OCR, 
I think this makes fenfe, out of regard to fome great expo- 
fitsrs, who have urged Aéts v. 42. 2 Cor. 
iv. 5. 1 Cor. i. 24. as inftances in which 
Chrift fignifies not his perfon, but his 
a hint of the latter word, 
h Whafe 


119g 


ECTS 


23. 
~~ 


Heb. 
XI. 7. 


And 8 


10 


420 And who fuffered without the gate. 


Seer. the Son of God, of which they have no authority 
eee to eat,~who attend Divine fervice in the taber- 
Heb. nacle. For it is well known, that the bodies 
AMS Gf thofe aiid, whofe blood [being offered for 
fin, is carried » by the high prieft into the holy 
place, are according to the appointment of the 

law, as inftituted in the wildernefs, to be burnt 
without the camp, and afterwards without the 

city of Jerufalem; no part of them being eaten 

12 by the pricfts. | Now methinks there is fome- 


tar whereof they have 
no right to eat, which 
ferve the tabernacle. 
_ ir For the bodies 
of thofe beafts, whofe 
blood is brought into 
the fanétuary by the 
high prieft for fin, 
are burnt without the 
camp. 


12 Wherefore Je- 


13 of Jerufalem. 


14 ed more conformable to Chrift. 


thing in this circumftance which may fuggelt 
to us matter of pious and comfortable medita- 
tion, when we compare it with what we know 
of the great High Prieft of our profeflion. We 
may therefore methinks fay, that Fe/us al/o, that 
under his grand facerdotal character he might 
fanétify the people, not by animal victims, but 
by his own blood, which he offered up as a fin- 
offering for us, to atone our Bulls and confe- 
crate us to God, /ufered not within the walls of 
the temple, or the city, but upon mount Calva- 
ry, which you well know lies without the gate 


fuggefts our leaving the Jewith facrifices, fo it 
‘fhould undoubtedly engage us willingly to fuf- 
fer all extremities in his canfe. Let us there- 
fore break through every attachment, and go 
out, aS it were, unto him without the camp, 
bearing our part in bis reproach. If our fidelity 
to him require, as it very pofhibly may, that we 
fhould fubmit to excommunication, infamy, and 
perfecution, let us acquiefce and find an equiva- 
lent in this thought, that we are hereby render- 
And let us 
fubmit to this fo much the more cheerfully, con- 
fidering how trivial the interefts of this mortal 
life are, when compared with thofe which re- 
Jate to eternity; for it is moft certain, that we 
have here no abiding city ; in which view, I {poke 
of our fojourning here, as an incampment in 
-moveable tabernacles or tents, But, bleffed be 
God, we are animated with the cheerful hope 
and expectation of better hleflings, and seek one 


ta 

NO OPE 
nh Whofe’ blood —is cbtvied: &e.} An 
ar hl has been drawn from thefe words, 
‘as from fome other paflages that occur, to 


And this confideration, as it. 


fusalfo, that he might 
fandiify the people 
with his own blood, 
fuffered without the 
gate. 


13 Let us go forth 
therefore unto him 
without the camp, 
bearing his reproach. 


14 For here we 
have no continuing 
city, but we feek one 
to come. 


prove that the semple was funding when 
this epit/e was written, 


? Sa- 


Reflections on the foregoing exhortations. 12t 


_to come; a {plendid and fecure abode, where it Secv- 
will be our everlafting bufinefs to admire and ery 
adore its great Founder and Sovereign, and to 
15 By him there- worfhip in his celeftial temple. In the mean Heb. 
fore let us offer the ,. fie is th her ebay XULIS. 
facrifice of praife to time, Jefus is there under the character of our 
Godcontinually,that great High Prieft, who ever lives to perform 
is, the fruit of ou that important office for us to which he is eve- 
lips, giving thanks te BS aa eh I 
ik pane? ry-way equal; by him therefore let us always of- 
fer the facrifice of praife' to God, that is, the 
| fruit of our] lips, giving thanks to his glorious 
ty But todo good, name. But while we prefent this verbal tri- 16 
and to communicate, t 
Si ps ect: foriwith bute, let us remember, that another yet more 
fach facrifices God is {ubftantial is required. Be not therefore for- 
well-pleafed. getful of doing all the good you poflibly can, in 
your refpective ftations, and of communicating 
liberally and cheerfully of your fubftance, to 
thofe that are in neceflity; for God is well-plea- 
fed with fuch facrifices; which were always 
more pleafing to him than any victim, which, 
in the neglect of thefe, could be:brought to his 


altar. 


Pe gb tee Oe Ys Ex A dnd IW De 


id bined other expenfive facrifices which the Mo/aic law te- Ver. 16 
quired, are now entirely abrogated. Let us confider this, 
as an additional engagement upon us, to abound more and more 
in thofe of unfeigned benevolence and real charity; rejoicing, 
that the God of our lives, who gives us all, will condefcend to have 
any regard tothem. And let our brethren in Chrifi be remem- 1, x 
bered with that diftinguifhing affeCtion which fuits the relation 
in which we ftand to them; and in whatever bonds of affliction 3 
they may be dound, let us endeavour to make their fetters fit ligh- 
ter upon them, by every thing which our compafhonate afliftance 
can do for that purpofe; confidering ourfelves as in the body. 
_ That we may be ready to all fuch kind offices, let us endeavour 
to overcome the love of money, which is the root of all evil. Let gs 
us learn, (and O, that Divine grace may effectually teach us!) 
to moderate our defires, to be contented with what Providence al- 
lots us, whether more or lefs, and to truft in God, as to the fup- 
ply of our future wants. Well may we not only ¢ru/f, but even 
boaft in him, when we confider, in how endearing a manner he 
hath declared, with fuch reiterated affurances, that he will never, 
ne- 
; : Nes Ol adie ae 
i Sacrifice of praife.} To fuppofe that at the celebration of that ordinance, feems 


this refers to the eucharijt, and the fol- very fanciful. 
lowing verte to charitable colleCtions made 


122 
ECT- 


21. 
iw 


‘They foould obey them’ that prefided over them: 


never, never leave us; that he will not, yea, he will not forfaké 
us. Surely, the language of the moft cheerful and courageous 


Ver. s faith well correfponds to that of fo gracious and foul-reviving a 


Iz 


14 


r5 


6 promife. Let faith then put a realty into it, or rather glory in 
that certain reality which there cannot but be in every promife; 
efpecially as Fe/us Chrit, in-whom this, and all the promijes are 
confirmed to us, is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. 

And let this thought fupport us under thofe breaches which 
may be made on the church by death. Chrift ever lives to guard 
and protect it, and to maintain thofe great truths which in eve- 
ry age have been the joy and confidence of his people. Let our 
attachment to him, therefore, be preferved inviolable, and the 
purity of our fouls unfpotted. And let us never fear to fhare in 
his reproach, in whofe glory we have fuch a fecurity of fharing ; 
but cheerfully go as it were, out of the camp to him, who /uffered. 
crucifixion for us without the gates of the city. Were we called 
to endure martyrdom for his fake, he would only lead us out of 
a mean and precarious tabernacle ; for we have here no continuing 
city s but then he will condud&t us, if we are faithful to him, to 
a city fo durable, that its foundations are reprefented by rocks of 
folid gems, fo glorious, that its pavements are defcribed as gold, 
and its gates as pearl. May our faith be daily beholding it as 
near; and may we feel every day more of its attractive influence, 
to render us fuperior to all that earth can promife, and to all it 
can threaten, while we are pafling thither. Under his. guardian- 
fhip, let us daily be ofering the facrifice of praife, the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to his name, as well knowing, that while we 
are on our journey to the New Ferufalem, no mountain can be 
fo fteep and rugged, no valley fo deep and gloomy, as not to ad- 
mit of the fongs of Sion. 


SE C oT. x 


The apoftle concludes with recommending to them fome particular 


regards to their pious minifters, and intreats their prayers ; 
adding Jome falutations, and a folemn benediction. Heb. XIII, 
17, to the end. 
Hesrews XII. 17. HEBREWs XIII. 17. 
I Have been urging you to an affectionate re- (Bx x them that 
remembrance of thofe who were once your have 
teachers, but are now difmiffed from their la- 
bours, and received to their reward. And I 
muft on the fame principles, prefs upon you a 


furvive. Obey them, therefore, who prefide over 
you", 


due regard to thofe faithtul minifters who ftill eee 


| For they watched for their fouls. 122 
you *, in thofe rules and direGtions, which they Sect. 
are authorized by Chrift to give you, and /ub- *** , 
mit yourfelves [to them] with a becoming .re- Heb. 
fpect ; even tho’ their office fhould fometimes *!-!7 
oblige them to make fuch addrefles to you as 
may for the prefent be difagreeable. For they 
are folemnly appointed to watch for your fouls », 
for their everlafting fafety and happinefs. And 
well knowing that the truft is of infinite import- 
ance, they would execute it as thofe that muft 
render an awful and ftri€&t account of their of- 
fice, and of the fidelity with which they have 
difcharged it. Behave towards them therefore, 
while they are purfuing the feveral duties of it, 
in fuch a manner, that they may do it with joy, 
and not with inward groaning °, under difcou- 
ragements arifing from your unkind treatment, 
or from fuch other irregularities of your con- 
duc as may require them to interpofe by any 
methods of feverity; for that [is] moft unprofi- 
table.and dangerous for you, and will on the 
whole be much more for your own detriment 
than it can poflibly be for theirs. 
rahtteies ea a - Among the reft of your Chriftian minifters, 
good confeience, in We perfuade ourfelves that.you, will not forget 
all us... And we intreat, that while abfence may 
render many other inftances of affection imprac- 
ticable, you would not fail however to pray for 
us. And indeéd we may very cheerfully afk, 
and very reafonably expect this; fer though our 
enemies may meanly infinuate the contrary, we 
are confident, that we have a good confcience, and 
have 


have the rule over 
you, and fubmit your- 
felves: forthey watch 
for your fouls, as they 
that muft give ac- 
count: that they may 
do it with joy, and 
not with grief: for 
that is unprofitable 
for you. , 


NEVO Miaepaes ts. 


yee 


ey Tse, 194 


_ J rather apprehend; 


a Prefide over yot.]. Lotd Barrington 
imagines, that he refers to the apo/tles of 
the circamficion, vo thew that he would not 
in any refpeét derogate from their autho- 


tity, (Efayi. p. 87.); but I cannot think 


the word, nysyevor, fhould be thus limited. 
with Mr Boyfe,. 
(Serm. vol. I. p. 41s.) that it refers to 
thofe who immediately prefided over them 
in their religious affairs, that isy the mi- 
nifters of the feveral particular chuches. 
The application of it to diocesan bishops is 
merely arbitrary. i 
b Watch for your fons.) Chryfoftom 
fays, he nevet read thefe words without 
trembling, though ke often preacheéd feveral 
times in a day. ‘ 
© That they may do it with joy, and not 
Vou. VI. bs 


with groaning.] This muft neceflarily re- 
fer to the prefent difcharge of their office; 
for it is not poffible for any perverfene/s 
of the people to prevent a faithful mini-~ 
fter’s giving up bis account with joy. Nor 
can any groans be mirigled with thofé 
triumphant fongs which God will put into 
the mouths of all his people. But their 
‘Matter will remembér what they fiffered 
by their people’s means; and the account 
may fit heavy on them, when the forrows 
of their faithful paftots are all over. 
Not to fay, that great prefent damage to 
the people would proceed from thofe 
things which are grievous to their faithful 
and affeétionate /piritual guides, See Dr 
Owen in loc. 


Q a By 


124 The apoftle concludes with his falutations, — 
82cT. have conduéted ourfelves, fo as to have ateftimo- all things willing to 
221, ny to our integrity in youts, that we are deter- live honeftly. 
Heb. mined, whatever it may coft us, in all things to 
XELI8. behave honourably, to converfe in the moft fair 
and reputable manner, according to the obliga- 
tions of our facred profeffion and office, though 
we fhould facrifice every thing to that refolu- 
19 tion. And I efpecially befeech you todo this, that 19 But I befeech 
is, to pray earneftly and affectionately for me, }%" ae “a 
both in your private retirements, and in your teftored to you the 
public aflemblies, that I may quickly be reftored fooner. 
to you from this confinement, and may have an 
opportunity of rendering you thofe fervices 
which were prevented by this unjuft imprifon- 
ment, occafioned by the fury of the populace 
when I was laft at Jerufalem. 
20 And now to draw towards a clofe, may that 20 Now theGod of 
great and bleffed Being, who condefcends in his P&*° ee 
gofpel to reveal himfelf to us under the en- ee Lord Jefus, that 
dearing character of the God of peace, who re- great Shepherd of the) 
conciling us unto himfelf by his Son, becomes a ee ie ete 
the author of eternal bleffings, caufe his choiceft ing covenant, 
favours to defcend upon you. May he, who to 
confirm thefe gracious purpofes, hath brought a+ 
gain from the dead our Lord Fefus Chrift, who is 
conftituted that great Shepherd of the fbeep, by 
the blood of the everlafting covenant 4, and by 
his blood fealed the everlafting and unchange- 
able covenant, which appoints him to ftand in 
that amiable relation to his people 5 May he, 21 Make you per- 
I fay, make 'you perfec? in every good work, that eee avery good 
. you may cheerfully and conftantly do his will, wotkine fran we 
exerting an holy readinefs and alacrity in the whichis well-pleafing 
difcharge of every duty; himnfelf producing in in his fight, through 
i i . , jJefusChrift: towhom 
_ you that temper and difpofition of foul which 5. story for ever and 
is moft pleafing and acceptable in his fight, ever. Amen, 
through the powerful influences of his Spirit, gi- 
ven you by Fe/us Chriff, who hath procured this 
invaluable favour for his people: to whom [be] 


glory in all the churches, for ever andever : Amen. 


2 


_ 


NO By kh. 

d By the blood of the everlafting covenant.] claufe with the words immediately pre- 
There is an ambiguity in the connegtion of ceding, namely, that great Shepherd of the 
thefe words. Some think they refer to sheep, which our Lord was conftituted by 
God's bringing again from the dead our the blood of the everlajting covenant. And 
Lord Fefus Chrift, according to that en- this fenfe feems to be far preferable, Com- 
gagement or covenant which was fealed by pare Aéts xx. 28, and John x, 35. 
his bJood.. Beza and others connect the 


e 


and a folemn benediétion. 


98 eng i I have difcovered my mind to you in the courfe 
ane word of exhorta- Of this epiftle with great freedom; Sut as it all 
tion; for I have writ- proceeds from the moft fincere affection,’ I be- 
ten a letter unto you feech you, brethren, fuffer the word of exhorta- 
hig © dirkchi tion; for Ihave written to you above in a few 
words; but if I were to open all that is in my 

heart, the letter would {well far beyond the 

33 Know ye; that bounds I have here afligned it. In conclu- 


opener Rica: ding it, I give you the pleafure to know, that 
whem, if he come Lour] dear brother Timothy, whofe zeal for me 
thortly, Twill feeyou. had for a, while made him a partner in my con- 
finement, is now fet at liberty, with whom if 
he come foon, | hope by the Divine permiffion 
I feall be able to fee you, which I cannot but 
greatly defire. Bi 
gaat Stite all them In the mean time, /alute in the moft refpedt- 
Wes, aaouir ina ful and affectionate manner, in my name, all 
faints. They of Italy that prefide over you, as the officers of your re» 
falute you. {petive churches, and all the other faints, who 
are private members of them. They who are na- 
tives of Italy, joined in the bonds of the fame 
Chriftian profefion, and now with me at Rome, 
2§ Grace be with moft cordially /alute you. May the blefling of 
yous aten.  God,-andthe grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
to whom J am fo often commending you and 
all my Chriftian brethren, [4¢] with you all. I 
put my hearty amen to it; and you affuredly 
know, that. I can with you nothing better, I 
hope therefore, that you will with all your hearts, 

put your own amen to it. 
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L ET thofe, whom God, in the courfe of his Providence, hath 
4 called to prefide over the fouls of others, remember to watch 
over them with a becoming diligence, confidering that an impar- 
tial account will fhortly be required; confidering, that if they do 
not properly conduét themfelves in this important oflice, their 
blood, who perifo by their negle&t, muft be required at their hands. 
And let the people committed to their care be concerned, that 
the faithful fervants of Chri/# may difcharge their office with joy, 
and not with grief; that they may not from time to time be fent 
with groanings, and with tears, to the prefence of their great 
Matter, to /ament the obftinacy, perverfenefs, and rebellion of 
thofe over whom God hath made them watchmen and /hepherds. 
‘The grief would now fenfibly affeét the mini/fer ; yet, on the 


whole, as he would be to God a /weet favour in Chri, in by 
: 2 : that 
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Reflections on the duties of paftors and people. 
that perifb, as well as in them that believe, the greateft detri- 
ment would fall on thofe who have made fuch nore returns 
to the Divine goodnefs and to their fidelity. 

That ail other duties may be more regularly and properly dif- 
charged, let private Chriftians be engaged to pray earneftly for 
their minifters ; for thofe efpecially, who make it apparent, that 
they defire to maintain always a good confeience ; and that what- 
ever facrifices they may be called to make to it, they are determi- 
ned in all things to live reputably and honourably; fo that the mi- 
nifiry may not be blamed, but the Chriftian proteflion in general 
adorned. And God grant, that none but perfons of /uch a cha- 
racter may be introduced into the minyfry, or fupported and coun- 
tenanced in it! 

Let paftors, and people, be often looking to him, who is the 
great Shepherd of the fbeep, and whofe relation to the flock is 
eftablifhed on the blood of the everlafting covenant. Ever may 
the thoughts of that b/cod engage us to regard him with all due 
veneration and love; ever may we be looking to him, who 
through this bleffed Saviour, appears as the God of peace, for eve- 
ry blefling we refpectively need, 

We all need his gracious influence, to implant the firft prin- 
ciples of the Divine life; and we need them, to make us perfect 
to do his will, and to work in us thofe things which may render 
us more completely pleafing in his fight. And therefore let an 
humble dependence on his grace be daily maintained and expref- 
fed; confidering of how great importance it is to be acceptable 
in the fight of God, and to approve ourfelves at all times to him. 

That it may be fo, may grace be with us all, and continue 
with us, from the firft entrance on the Chriftian life, through the - 
whoie courfe of it, till it prefent us blamelefs in the prefence of his 
Llory, with exceeding joy. Amen. 
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HE epiftle of St James, and the fix following epiltles, 
have been commonly diftinguifhed by the appellation 
of catholic or general, becaufe moft of them are infcribed, 
not to particular churches or perfons, but to the body, 
either of Jewifh or Gentile converts over the whole world, 
or at leaft difperfed in feveral countries. 
The ff? of thefe, I mean that of St James, was from 
the earlieft times received by the Chriftian church, though 
not fo univerfally as moft of the epiftles of St Paul. But 
a precife detail and examination of the feveral arguments 
relating to this queftion, would bear too large a propor- 
tion in the fpace allotted to thefe Introductions. It may 
however be right to obferve, in fupport to the authenti- 
city and authority of this epiftle, that confiderable ftrefs 
hath defervedly been laid upon its antiquity, which ap- 
pears both from internal and external evidence; and alfo, 
upon the correfpondence of the fentiments it contains, 
with the tenor of the Chriftian doftrine; and though this 


hath been called in queftion by fome through an attach- 
. ment 
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ment to particular hypothefes *, yet it is evident, I apprés 
hend beyond all controverfy, to thofe who read the epiftle 
with fuitable candorand attention. And it appears to me, 
that the authority of this, and fome other parts of the 
New Teftament, having been early queftioned by fome 
primitive churches, affords. an argument of their particular 
caution, that no other writings fhould be admitted into 
the /acred canon, however excellent, befides thofe who had 
an undoubted claim to that diftin@ion; and juftly challen- 
ges our deference to their judgment, who doubtlefs were 
moft capable of deciding, and gave -fuflicient evidence of 
their care as well as their capacity. The epiftle before us 
having paffed through a fevere and accurate fcrutiny, ap- 
pears to have been at length univerfally received, and ac- 
cordingly hath been tranfinitted down to the prefent age, 
as an authentic part of thofe oracles of God which are able 
to make us wife to falvation. 

If any particular argument were to be fuggeited to fecond 
the force of thefe obfervations, it might be this, that this 
epiftle is found in the Syriac verfion, and was received: by 
the churches in Syria. This verfion is undoubtedly ancient, 
and _is apprehended by moft learned men to have been made 
as early as the beginning of the /econd century. ’ And be- 
fides the authority conciliated to the epiftle of St James | 
by the antiquity of the verfion, it fhould be obferved, that 
the verfion was made for the particular fervice ofthe con- 
verted Jews, to whom the epi/fle it/elf was originally writ- 
ten; and it fhould therefore feem, that its authenticity and 
authority were from the beginning acknowledged by thofe 
for whom it was intended: and I think it can hardly bé 
doubted, that they were better judges of the queftion than 
the Gentiles, to whom it was: not written, among whom 
therefore it was not likely to be propagated fo early; and 
who at firft might be prejudifed againft it, becaufe'it was 
infcribed to the Jews. © | 

If 


_ ™ It is well known, that at the beginning of the reformation, Luther apprehend- 
ing the doétrine delivered by St James concerning ju/fification, to be inconfiftent 
with that of St Paul, oppofed the authority of this epiftle, in the preface td his Gers 
man tranflation of the New Teftament, . publifhed in the year_1522,; though he is 
not followed in this point by thofe who at this day are diftinguifhed by his names 
‘and indeed he himfelf, as we are informed by /Volfius, (Cure Philolog. vol. V. p..6-) 
and by Fabricius, (Biblioth. Gree. fib, iv. cap. v. § ix.) afterwards changed his 
epinion. 


if 
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If any are difpofed. to examine the feveral teftimonies 
of the Chriftian Fathers, as to the authority of this epiftle, 
they may find them collected with great fidelity and accu- 
racy, by the learned Dr Lardner, in the fecond part of 
his valuable work, The Credibility of the Gofpel-hiftory. 
As to the author of this epiltle, fome have imagined it 
to be James the elder, the fon of Zebedee, and brother 


of John. Bit inthis they are evidently miftaken. James 


the elder was beheaded by Herod, in the year of our 
Lord 44, whereas this epiftle was not written till a very 
confiderable time afterwards. So early as the year 44, 
the gofpel does not feem to have been propagated far be- 
yond the bounds of Paleftine, and it cannot be fuppofed 
there was any very large number of the Jews of the dif= 


_ perfion, who were then converted to the Chriftian faith : 


and though the epiftle feems to have been intended in 
fome meafure for the general benefit of the twelve tribes, 
yet more efpecially for thofe among them who were con- 
verts to the Chriftian religion. Befides, it is intimated in 
the epiftle itfelf, that the Jewifh Chriftians were at this 
time funk into very remarkable degeneracy, both in doc- 
trine and practice, which is not likely to have been the 


cafe while they were under the firft impreflions of their 


converfion. And indeed in this epiftle, there are fome 
plain intimations that the deftruction of Jerufalem was near 
at hand, chap. v. 1,---8. which event was accomplifhed 
about the year 70; and from this circumftance we may 
reafonably conclude the date of this epiftle to be about the 
year 60 or 61. : 

It therefore appears, that this epiftle was not written by 


James the elder, but muft have been the compofition of 


another James, called James the lefs,, who was the fon 
of Alpheus, or Cleophas, and is faid to be the brother; 
that is, according to the latitude in which the Jews were 
accuftomed-to underftand this expreffion, the &7nfman of 
our Lord; fee Mat xiii. 55. Mark vi.-2.. And who is 
exprefsly numbered among the twefve apo/tles; fee Mat. 
x. 2, 30 Mark iii. 17, 18: Luke:vi, 14, 15: Acts i. 13% 
And though the time of this James being put to death is 
not abfolutely certain, it is fuppofed by many learned 
men to have happened in the year 62, before St Paul 

Vou. VI. I R wrote 
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wrote his epiftle to the Hebrews, which was in the year 
63. And if this account be right, the date of his epiftle 
cannot be later than I have already afligned it. 

James the lefs ftatedly refided at Jerufalem; whence he 
hath been ftiled by fome acient fathers, bz/bop of that city, 
though without fufficient foundation, as we obferved (vol. 
TH. fet. 154. note’.) Now James being one of the apo- 
ftles of the circumcifion, while he confined his perfonal 
labours to the inhabitants of Judea, it was very natural 
for him to endeavour by his writings to extend his fer- 
vices to the Jewifh Chriftians who were difperfed abroad 
in more diftant regions. For this purpofe there are ¢avo 
points which the apo/?/e feems to have principally aimed at, 
though he hath not purfued them in an orderly and /og7- 
cal method, but in the free epiftolary manner, handlmg 
them jointly or diftinély, as occafions naturally offered. 
And thefe were---“* Yo correct thofe errors both in doc- 
* trine and practice, into which the Jewifh Chriftians had 
“ fallen, which might otherwife have produced fatal con- 
“« fequences; and then to eftablifh the faith, and animate. 
* the hope of fincere believers, both under their prefent 
«¢ and their approaching fufferings.”’ 

And in profecution of this double view, after infcribing 
the epiftle of the twelve tribes in their difperfion, the apo- 
file enters on his fubject, by endeavouring to fortify their 
minds under thofe trials wherewith they would be exerci- 
fed, by fuitable reprefentations of the benefit of thofe trials, 
of the readinefs of God to communicate all neceflary fup- 
plies of wifdont and grace, in anfwer to the fervent prayer 
of faith, and by expofing the vanity of all wordly enjoy- 
ments, which often prove'the means of infnaring and ruin- 
ing the poffeflors; chap. i. 1,---16. And then as a means 
of their ftedfaftnefs notwith{tandmg the moft powerful 
temptations to apoftafy, he exhorts them to remember 
and acknowledge the manifold goodnefs of God in the 
various bleffings beftowed upon them; more efpecially in 
that of his regenerating grace, which fhould conftrain 
them to the exercife of every virtue, efpecially to an inge- 
nious and candid reception of his word, and a concern | 
refolutely and conftantly to adhere to its direCtions; par- 
ticularly by bridling their tongues, and fuccouring fuch as 

were 
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were afflicted, ver. 17, tothe end. And then the apoftle, 
by an ealy tranfition having glanced at fomé of their par- 
ticular failings, takes the occafion of introducing cautions 
on fundry other articles in which they needed reprehen- 
fion; particularly againft fhewing an undue refpeét to mens 
external circumftances, and refting fatisfied in a partial 
obfervation of the Divine precepts, efpecially where the 
royal law of charity, or univerfal benevolence, was in 
queftion ; chap. ii. 1,---13. After this, as feveral of the 
Jewith Chriftians difcovered a difpofition to reft in an 
external and empty profeflion of religien, probably from 
an abufe of the doctrine of juftification by faith, he large- 


ly defcants on the inefficacy of a mere hifforical faith, and 


evinces by moft ftriking inftances and illuftrations, the | 
utter infufficiency of it for our juftification and eternal fal- 
vation, ver. 14, tothe end. And as fuch a barren profef- 
fion is apt to infpire men with conceited and vain-glorious 
fentiments of themfelves, while they are deftitute of every 
Divine habit and attainment, he deems it expedient to 
fubjoin a caution to the Jewifh Chriftians, againft their 
being too forward in afluming the office and character of 


teachers; and as fpiritual pride tends to inflame mens un- 


bridled paffions, and to fet on fire their licentious tongues, 
he refumes and expatiates on a fubjec&t which he had be- 
fore only flightly touched upon, recommending a {tri 
government of the tongue, as a matter, though of great 
difficulty, yet of the higheft importance; chap. til. 1,---12. 
And in clofe connection with fuch a topic, it was very na- 
tural to inculcate, as the apoftle does, a candid benevolent 
difpofition, guarding them againit cenforioufnefs and ani- 
mofities, and that love of the world which tends to excite 
them; to reftrain which, he recommends a humble appli- 
cation to God for Divine influences, ver. 13.---Chap. iv. 
to. Suggefting particular cautions again{t evil-fpeaking, 
and vain confidence in the events of futurity, or m any 
worldly pofleffions, which often prove a temptation to lux- 
ury, and.an occafion of ruin. And then as to afflicted 
and oppreffed Chriftians, he encourages and exhorts them 
to wait patiently for the coming of the Lord, ver, II.--- 
Chap. v. 8. And concludes the epiftle, with condemn- 
ing prophane and vain fwearing, with recommending mo- 

rz deration, 
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deration, fortitude and prayer, a ready acknowledgment 
of our faults, and a folicitous concern for the common fal- 


vation, ver. 9. to the end, 
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The apoftle James endeavours to fortify the Chriftians to whom he 
writes, under thofe trials wherewith they would be exercised, 
by fuitable reprefentations of the benefit of thofe trials, and of 
the readinefs of God to communicate all neceffary fupplies of wif- 
dom and grace, in anfwer to the fervent prayer of faith ; and 

by expofing the vanity of all worldly enjoyments, which often 


prove the means 
James I. 1,---16. 


JAMES I. 1. 
AMES a fervant of 
God, and of the 
_ Lord Jefus Chrift, to 


of enfnaring and ruining their poffefors. 


James I. 1. 


ap eils epiftle is written by Zames *, who e- 
fteems it his honour to be a faithful /ervant 
the and conftant worfhipper of the true and living 


God, and of his Son the Lord Jefus Chrift ; and 
is addrefled with the fincereft affection to the 


twelve 


NiOe Te E: 


a Fames.} Thatis, as we have alrea- 
dy obferved, the apoftle Fames the lefs + 
whom antiquity, {I know not on what 
pretence,) calls bifhop of Ferufalem; per- 
haps becanfe he refided there more than 


moft of the apoffles. He was the brother 
of Chrift, and it is faid he was exalted to 
this office, on the death of James the 
great, beheaded by Hered. Acts xii. 2, 


Te , 
b Twelve 
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ae twelve tribes © of Ifrael in this their ftate of di/- 
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St James infcribes his epiftle to the twelve tribes ; 


the twelve tribes 
which are fcattered a= 


iy perfion-*; fo that he would have every fon of ),544, astiig. 


ocho according to the flefh confider it as 
addrefled to him, aud would himfelf be confi- 
dered as greeting them all with the moft cordial 
wifhes of grace and peace; though efpecially as . 
addrefling himfelf to thofe whom the bond of 
the fame Chriftian profeffion unites yet more 
ftrictly to the Author. 

My dear brethren, count it matter of all joy, 
when you fall into a variety of triuls, for the 
fake of the true religion, which fo many, in- 

ead of embracing with a becoming thankful- 
nels and zeal, are by all pofible methods endea- 
vouring to extirpate. Far from being difcou- 
raged by fuch trials, in fuch a caufe, rejoice in 
them, as knowing that the little and fhort proof 
of your faith to which it is now brought, in its 
natural confequences, under the influences of 
Divine grace, worketh patience, which will 
grow by fuch exercife. And let patience have 
[its] perfec? work, that it may rife to its high- 
eft improvements, during this little fpace of 
time, in which alone you ‘will have an opportu- 
nity of glorifying God, and adorning Chriftia- 
nity, that fo ye may be ‘penfeel and complete, de- 
gg ; for the other graces of Chri- ‘ 
{tianity will generally thine brighteft where pa- 
tience is moit confpicuous. 

But if any one of you be deficient in pieaneg d 
and incapable of certainly diicerning his dut 
fuch critical conjunCtures as thefe in which ba. 
are called out to act; et dim a/k further fupplies 

of 


2 My brethren, 
count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers 
temptations ; 


3 Knowing this, 
that the trying of 
your faith worketh 
patience. 


4 But let patience 
have her  perfeét 
work, that ye may 
be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing. 


5s If any of you 


lack wifdom, let him 


afk 


Ne Ow Do Byeist 


‘b Twelve trihes.| Dr Lardner (Credi- 
bility, vol. I. p. 223, &c.) very juftly ob- 
ferves, that Jofephus concludes the twelve 
tribes to be {tit in being, when he fays, 
that fix perfons were feat out of every 
tribe, to affitt in tranflating the /criptures 
into Greek. It is very evident, that at 
the reftoration in Zorobabel’s time, tex 
tribes fkayed behind. See Dr Whitby in 
foc. Ae 
¢ In this their (tate of dfperfion.] Dr. 
Whitby in loc. hath fome very pertinent 
quotations from Jofephus, Philo, and 
even Cicero, to thow that the Jews were 
difperted abroad, and were to be found in 


reat multitndes. in almoft all parts of 
g ? 


the world. ‘And Dr Lardner, befides 
the citations in Dr Whitby, produces 
another remarkable paflage to the fame 
purpofe, from a letter of Agrippa to the 
emperor. See Credibility of the Gofpel-bi- 
frory, part i. book 1. chap. 3. Compare 
Ads it. 4,—r1. 

d If any of you be densemie wifdom.} 
Several interpret this of wifdom to bear 
affliétions well, and fuppofe, that when 


God is faid not to upbraid, it is upon fup- 
_ pofition of former impaticzce; but this,’ 


though authorifed by fo great a name as 
Mr Howe, (fee bis Works, vol. 1. p. 690.) 
is one of thofe fimited interpretations 
which I cannot fully approve. 

© Like 


. 
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And to exhort them to fledfaftnefs : 


afk of God, that gi- 


' yeth to all men libe- 


rally, and upbraideth 
not; and it fhall be 
given him. 


_ 6 But let him afk 
in faith, nothing wa- 


‘vering: for he that 


wavereth is like a 
wave of the fea, dri- 
ven with the wind 
and toffed. 


7 For let not that 
man think that he 
fhall receive any thing 
of the Lord. 


8 A double-mind- 
ed man is unftable in 
all his ways. 


9 Let the brother 
of 


© Like a wave of the fea.) Mr Saurin 
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of [it] from God, its eternal fountain, who gives Sect. 


to all every neceflary communication of that, 


I. 


and all other bleflings, kberally, ‘and upbraideth fames 
not any with the importunity or frequency of I s. 


their addreffes ; and it fhall be given him, fo far 
as is needful for his fafety, and the difcharge of 
his duty. But then /et him take care, that he 
afk in fteady faith, nothing wavering, not di- 
vided by the defires of obtaining, and the fears 
of not obtaining the grace he afks, or doubting 
of God’s readinefs to beftow it; for he that wa- 
vers, and has not a firm confidence in the Di- 
vine goodnefs and faithfulnefs, can have no o- 
ther folid and fubftantial fupport; but is like a 
billow of the fea *, driven on, and tofed by the 
wind, in a reftlefs and unfettled condition,, (Ifa. 
Ivii. 20.) eafily difcompofed and agitated by eve- 
ry adverfe blaft, and in the greateft danger of 
being dafhed in pieces. Let not that man 
therefore think, that he fball receive any thing of 
the Lord, while he continues in fuch a fitwation, 
and dares not truft in him for thofe fupplies of 
grace which he profetles to feck. © Thefe unwor- 
thy fufpicions, as they wrong the Divine good- 
nefs, may in many inftances prevent the com- 
munication of thofe favours which might other- 
wife be obtained. Such a double-minded man, 
whofe fchemes are divided between God and the 
world, and who cannot cheerfully and refolute- 


7 


ly commit himfelf, in confidence of Divine fup- ' 


port, to be led whitherfoever Providence fhall 
pleafe, [is] unfettled in all his ways: he will 
perpetually be running into inconfiftencies of 
conduct, and thofe imperfect and undetermined 
impreflions of religion which he feels, will ferve 
rather to perplex and torment, than guide and 

fecure him. 
In nothing are the generality of men more 
apt to miftake, than in eftimating the value of 
ex- 


NOVO Ea cE \ 
terpretation giyen in the paraphrafe, ap- 


paraphrafes it thus, ** He ought not to 
refemble the waves of the fea, which feem 
to offer to the fpe€tator, that is upon the 
fhore, the treaftre with which they are 
charged; but joon plunge it in the abyfs, 
from which it cannot be recovered.” Sau- 
rin's Serm. vol. 1X. p. 438. But the ix- 


pears to me much more fimple and natural. 
He elfewhere paraphrafes it, ‘‘ Like a 
wave which moves ou, and {eems to come 
to the fhore, but immediately returns 
with impetuofity’ into. the gulph from 
whenezitcame.’ hid. vel. V. p. $6, §7- 
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Bleffed is the man who endureth temptation. 


external circumftances ; but let the principles of 
Chriftianity inftru€t you, my brethren, to cor- 
rect that miftake; and in this refpect, let the 
brother of low degree, of a poor and obfcure con- 
dition, rejoice in his exaltation; let him think 
of his dignity as a Chriftian, and entirely ac- 
quiefce in his low fphere of life, for his circum- 
{tances do really give him fuch advantages for 
religion, by placing him under a fhelter from 
many temptations, that he has a much fairer 
probability than others, of rifing to fome emi- 
nence in the heavenly world. But let the 
rich man be-greatly cautious, and if he allow 
himfelf to rejoice, let it not be iz the height of 
his, circumftances; but in the Aumiliation £ of 
his mind; for all other occafions of rejoicing 
are very precarious. And as for his diftinction 
in this world, as the flower of the gra/s he fhall 
quickly pa/s away. For [no fooner] is the fun 
rifen with a fcorching heat, (but] immediately 
the gra/s, which in {pring looks fo fair and flou- 
rifhing, is dried up ; and the flower thereof, that 
adorned it, lofes its painted glories yet much 
fooner; it falleth to the ground, and all the 
beauty of its lovely form is perifbed; fo fball the 
rich man alfo fade away in his paths, and though 
he may by prudent management, or remarkable 
fuccefs, grow richer and richer, he dies in the 
midft of all his wealth, and it can no longer ei- 
ther delight or adorn him. ; 

You will be exercifed with trials while you 
continue in the prefent world ; but repine not 
at them: Aappy [is] the man who with a proper 
fteadinefs and fortitude of mind endures tempta- 
tion; for being approved by fuch a courte of 
them as the infinite wifdom of God fhall ap- 
point, he fhall receive the crown of eternal life, 
which the Lord Jefus Chrift bas gracioully pro- 


mifed 


NN) SO) ere Rss 


of low degree rejoice 
in that he is exalted 3 


= 


ro But the rich, in 
that he is made low: 
becaufe as the-Alower 
of the grafs he fhalt 
pafs away. 


rz For the fun is 
no fooner rifen with a 
burning heat, dut it 
withereth. the grafs, 
and the flower there- 
of falleth, and the 
grace’ of the fafhion 
of it perifheth: fo al- 
fo fhall the rich man 
fade away in his 
ways. 


12 Bleffed zg the 
man that endureth 
temptation: for 
when he is tried, he 
fhall receive the 
crown of life, which 
the Lord hath pro- 

mifed 
® 


\ 


f The rich man in his humiliation.) Mr 
Pyle explains this of a rich man’s being 
ftripped of his poffeffions by perfecution, 
and fo reduced for the fake of his adhe- 
rence to Chriftianity; but this feems not 
properly oppofed to the exaltation men- 
tioned above: Indeed in any view it muft 
he allowed a very difficult paflage. But I 
have preferred the interpretation which 
feemed to be leaft entangled,~=and indeed 


to be moft agreeable to the original, if ~ 
we may rely on an obfervation made by 
Beza, and after hint by Raphelius, (and 
they are both very eritical judges of the 
Greck language,) that rezeivwors, the 
word here ufed by St James, expreffes, 
rather the di/po/ition of & man’s mind, than 
his ffate and condition, which is properly 
tarevalng: though it muft be confefled 
this diftindtion is not altvays obferved. 

8 Tempted 


‘ 


No man when he is tempted, is tempted of God. 129 


mifed to all them that love him, and exprefs their Sec r. 
love by fuch fidelity and zeal. Let no man _™ 
who is tempted, fay, IL am tempted of God®; for Fame: 
God is himfelf by virtue of his boundlefs know-. |. #3. 
ledge and almighty power, incapable of being 
tempted by evils, and {uch is the perfeét recti- 
tude and benevolence of his nature, that he 

; ‘tempteth not any man; but on the contrary, ab- 
hors all fin, and lays no man, in any imagina- 

ble circumftances, under any neceflity of com- 
mitting it: But every man ts tempted by the 14 
innate weaknefs of his own nature, in concur- 
rence with the circumftances of life in which he 

is placed, being allured by his own lufts, and for 
want of wifely and refolutely oppofing the firft 
rifing of them, being en/nared ® to the atual 
commifhon of fin: For the gradation is much 15 
more {witt and fatal than the generality of man-. 
kind are aware; and indeed lufi having concet- 
ved, brings forth actual fin by a fpeedy birth, 
where perhaps the full indulgence of it was not 
intended; and fin when it is finifbed, or perpe- 
trated i, is impregnated with death, and tends 

in its confequences to the final ruin both of foul 
and body, as naturally as the conception of an 
animal does to the birth. Therefore be not 16 
deceived *, my beloved brethren, by its flattering 
form, nor venture to trifle with temptations, 
under a fond conceit that you fhall be able to 
break the connection, by ftopping yourfelves at 

: pleafure in the advance of the danger, or reco- 
vering yourfelves again when fin has been com- 
mitted. 


mifed to them that 
love him. 

13 Let no man fay 
when he is tempted, 
Tam tempted of God; 
for God cannot be’ 
tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he 
any man. 


14 But every man 
is tempted, when he 
is drawn away of his 
own luft, and enticed. 


xs Then when 
quft hath conceived, 
it bringeth forth fin : 
and {in when itis fi- 
nithed, bringeth forth 
death. 


16 Do not err, my 
beloved brethren. 


i M- 


NOT! Ens, 


8 Tempted of God.] The phrafe it drawing fifbes out of the water with,a 


feems had formerly been in ufe; and 
there isa fenfe in which it is allowable. 
But the obnoxious fenfe is fo much more 
obvious, that the apaji/e thought proper 
to advife it fhould be avoided for the fu- 
ture. Perhaps the word might haye a/ter- 
ed its fignification, as it is certain many 
words do. 

h Being allured and enfnared.: «erxo- 
mevog xcs Serexlouevos. | The original 
words haye a fingular beauty and elegance, 
containing an allufion to the method of 

Vou. VI. I - 


hook, concealed under the bait which 
they greedily devour. 

i Finifhed, or perpetrated: axolernc- 
Seca.) ‘Whe word is ufed in this fenfe 
by Polybius, in a paflage quoted by Ra- 
phelius in loc. 

k Therefore be not decetved.] This is 
agreeable to the reading of tht Alexandri- 


an manufcript, which after sn inferts vv,° 


therefore ; by whieh the connection is 
rendered more apperent. 


146 


Sect. 


Land 


‘Ver. 16 
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Reflections on the temptations of good men: 


Po MSP SR OR TRAM BRN 


} 7 us learn this holy caution; and guard againft thofe’ baits 
of /uff under which death is concealed; remembering* that 
God has made us with a power of determining our own actions, 
that he tempts none to evil, nor appoints to any fuch temptations 
as he knows to be in their own nature irrefiftible. Be our fpiri- 
tual enemies ever fo powerful, or ever fo artful, they cannot do 


us any hurt, till we betray our/elves ito their hands. Yet cer- 


12 


9, 10 


tain it is, that their artifice and their power, in conjunction with 
the advantage which the corruption of our own hearts gives them, 
make it requifite, that confcious to ourfelves of our deficiency in 
wifdom, we fhould afk it of God. Let the Uiberality with which 
he gives it, and the royal freedom with which he has promifed it, 
encourage us to afk it with fuch conftancyy that we may receive 
daily fupplies; and with firm confidence in his goodnefs, that 
we may not waver, and be like a wave of the fea toffed with the 
wind. 

Trufting in that fupply of grace we receive from him, let us 
go forth calmly and cheerfully to meet fuch tvza/s as the infinite 
wifdom of God fhall appoint for us, how various and prefling fo- 
ever they may be; remembering they tend to improve our patience, 
and by patience to perfect every other grace; and that if we be 
not overcome, we fhall be approved, and made more meet to re- 
ceive the crown of life which the Lord has promifed to them that 
love him. And O, that the Jove of this blefled Lord, who has 
procured as well as promifed it, may always render us fuperior to 
every trial, and more than conquerors through him that hath loved 
us, and thereby hath acquired to himfelf fo juft a claim to our 
fupreme affeCtion, With hearts faithfully engaged to him, and 
eftablifhed in the firmeft refolutions for his fervice, let us look 
with indifference upon thofe worldly circumffances about which 
they who have no fenfe of a higher interelt are exceedingly foli- 
citous; and let us regulate our value of all the good things of 
life, by a regard to their a/pect upon our religious characters and 
hopes.---If ow circumftances may improve thefe, let us look up- 
on them as true exaltation ; and if wealth, and dignity, and ap- 
plaufe, may endanger the/e, let us rather fear them, than afpire 
to them. Whatever we have obtained of thofe things which the 
men of the world are moft ready to covet and admire, is tranfi- 
tory and fading as the gras, or even as the flower of the field; 
and fometimes like thofe beautiful, but tender produCtions of ve- 
getable nature, is confumed by te excefs of thofe caufes to 


_avhich it owes its exiftence and its beauty. ‘ Give us, O Lord, 


“ durable riches, and righteoufnefs, and that honour: which cometh | 
from thee, and is immortal, as its great Original.” 


SE ree 


Every good gift cometh from the Father of tights; 


Dod, 


i I. 


The apoftle exhorts them to remember and acknowledge the mani- 
fold goodnefs of God, in the various bleffings beftowed upon them ; 
more efpecially in that of his regenerating grace, which fhould 
conftrain them to the exercife of every virtue ; efpecially to an 
ingenuous and candid reception of his word, and a concern refa- 
lutely and conftantly to adhere to its direétions ; particularly by 
bridling their tongues, and fuccouring fuch as were afflitied. 


James 1.17, to the end. 


James I. 17. 
KYe RY good gift, 

and every perfect 
gift, is from above, 
and cometh down 


James I. 17. 


epee ye may be fortified againft every temp- 
tation, and may be animated to behave in 
a manner becoming your Chriftian profeffion, 


from the Father of remember, that every good gift, and every per- 


lights, with whom is 
ne variablenefs, iei- 
ther thadow of turn- 
ing. 


Jee gift which the children of men can receive, 
is from above ; 
Jent the benefit is, the more reafon have they to 


and the more completely excel- 


acknowledge it, as de/cending from the great and 
eternal Father of lights *, the blefled God, from 
whom reafon and light and joy are derived. The 
fun itfelf is but a feeble image of his glory, with 
whom there is no variablene/s, nor fo much as any 


Shadow of turning »; 


whereas the fun is continu- 
ally 


Ni 'yQe-F 5 By Ss 


a Father of lights.) Jt is the opinion 
of Glaffius that this phrafe only expreffes 
the majeffy and glory of God, as if she 
apoftle had faid, The mojt illuftrious and 
glorious Father. But the accurate Bos 
moft juftly imagines, that the alltfion to 
the fun which there is in the following 
words, begins here; and that the phrafe 
refers to the heavens calling that glorious 
luminary, the father of light, and the 


author of light ; fome inftances of which ° 


he produces. See Exercitat. Philolog. in 
loc. The learned Albert cites a paflage 
from Macrobius, in which the fame title 
is applied to Jupiter. Obferv. Philolog. 
in loc. 

b Every good gift, &c.] It is obferva- 
ble that the dpo/tle makes ufe of two dif- 
ferent words to exprefs gift; the one of 
which is more poetical and founding than 
the other, and he has placed the words 
in fuch an order that they make an heroic 
verfe: So that were they to be rendered, 
** Every good gift and every boon complete,” 
it might perhaps give the Englifh reader 
@ more exact idea of the original; but as 


Sz 


there is all imaginable reafon to believe 
this was quite an accidental thing, I 
thought it might have the appearance of 
affettation to have endeayoured to retain 
it. As neither boon, not prefent, would 
have been proper in this conneétion, I 
know not how to render docre and Sapna 
by different words: fuch is the poverty of 
our language, or the defe& of my acquain- 
tance with it. But the words, a comp/ete- 
ly excellent benefit, are inferted in the pa» 
raphraje, to preferve fome little imitation 
of the original. As fome learned men 
have obierved that rpowns arorxiacua is 
fomething of an ajfrononical phrase, and 
refers to the different a/petts of the fun, 
as it approaches one or the other /ropic, 
(fee Dr Bates’ Works, p. 747.) 1 have 
been careful to exprefs that fentiment. It 
hath been the opinion of fomeé perfons 
that this is intended to oppofe fome here- 
tical notion of the influence of the lars in 
the affairs ef human life; but ] know not 
that any fuch ridiculous conceit had fo 
early a footing in the church. 


© Kind 
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142 Who hath impregnated us with the word of truth. 
SicT- ally varying, and has no fooner arrived to: its 
eS, meridian, but it begins to defcend to the weft, 
James or to its fummer height, but it verges towards 
1.17. the winter again; caufing the diredtion of the 
fhadows it occahons, proportionably to vary. 
But the immutable and everlafting God has 
condefeended to multiply thofe favours upon us 
as Chriftians, which fhould bind our fouls to 
him in the bonds of unchangeable love ; for of 
his own fovereign will he impregnated us with 
the powerful word of his Divine and evangelical 
truth, that we might be a kind of firft-fruits © 
of his creatures, more excellent than others, and 
in a peculiar manner feparated and confecrated 
to him from among the reft of mankind. Let 
us be confcious of the honour he has hereby done 
f. us, and take heed that we do not facrilegioufly 
19 alienate ourfelves from hisfervice. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, that we may be thus reli- 
gioufly facred to him, and ever employed to the 
purpofes he has direéted, let every man be /wift 
to hear the in{tructions of his word, and all the 
good advices which may be given him agree- 
able to the tenor of it; but be flow to /peak, 
guarding folicitonfly againft every rafh, and e- 
{pecially every proud and dictatorial expreffion ; 
and /low to wrath, not eafily yielding to provo- 
cations, how injurioufly foeyer he may be treated ; 
For the wrath.of man, even where it may be 20 For the wrath 
moft ready to aflume the title of religious zeal, ey TEE SR 
righteouinefs of 
worketh not, but on the contrary greatly obftructs God : 
the righteoufne/s of God *; inftead of promoting 
the caufe of true religion in the world, it isa 
reproach to it, and a means of exciting the pre- 
judices 
Ny, ON Eades 
© Kind of firft-fruits.] It has often but it is indeed fo nwch the general infir- 
been obferved, that this was addreffed to mity of human nature, as unhappy expe- 
the Jews who were firft called to Chrifti- rience teaches us, that the caution is of 


anity, before the gofpel was preached to univerfal concern. 
the Gentiles; but it will not follow, that © Worketh not the righteoufnefs of God.) 


18 Of his own will 
begat he us with the 
word of truth, that 
we fhould be a kind 
of firft-fruits of his 
creatures. 


18 


19 Wherefore, my 
beloved brethren, let 
every man be fwift 
to hear, flow tofpeak, 
flow to wrath. 


20 


. 


all the difperfed of the twelve tribes to 
whorn he addreffes, were fo called; and 
God did not intend there fhould after- 
wards be any diftinétion between them 
and other Chriftians. I think it therefore 
much better to explain it, as reterring to 
their Chriftian privileges in general. 

d Slow to wrath.} It is well known 
that the Jewi/h doffors were apt to contend 
very fiercely about their different opinions; 


Some think the meaning is, fimply, A 
man, who is often a prey.to angry paf- 
fions, is incapable of performing that 
obedience which God requires; but pro- 
moting the intereft of the kingdom of God 
may be included in the meaning of work- 


ing his vighteoufnefs; and this falfe zeal is 


fo often defended under that notion, that 
I was willing in the paraphrafe to point 
out that idea plaizly, a 

£ Inte 


J 


We fhould be doers of the word, and not hearers only: 14 3 


21 Wherefore lay judices of mankind againiftit. Endeavour there- S®cr. 
apart all filthinefs, & 


de! Riperfldiy vot fore to regulate your pailions by thefe great max- _*"_, 
naughtinefs, and re- ims; and Jaying afide all inward, or outward James 


ceive with meeknefs £/¢hine/s on the one hand, and all overflowing of 1-+%- 
the ingrafted vou if : fl wing of 


which is abie to fave 
your fouls. 


22 Butbe ye doers 
ef the word, and not 
hearers only, decei- 


ving your own felves. 


23 For if any be 
a hearer of the word, 
and not:a doer, he is 
like unto a man be- 
holding his natural 
face in'a glafs: 


24 For he behold- 
eth himfelf, and go- 
eth his way, and 
ftraightway *® forget- 
teth what manner of 
man he was. 


25 But whofo look- 
eth into the perfeét 
law of liberty, and 

con- 


malignityon the other, compofe yourfelves, with 
all meeknefs and gentlenefs of mind, to receive 
the ingrafted word; that word, which when 
implanted in your minds by the influence of 
Divine grace, is able to fave your fouls, and will 
effectually form them to a meetnefs for a happy 
immortality. Bué then you muft remember 
to be doers of the word, and not hearers only, fo- 
phiftically deceiving and impofing upon your- 
Jelves ® with an unprofitable attendance, while 
it has no inward efficacy upon your hearts. = For 
if any one be merely a hearer of the word, and 
not a doer, he is like a man carelefsly beholding 
his natural face in a mirror, or glafs, who fees 
fome accidental {pot upon it, which it would be 
convenient to wipe off, For his looking in- 
to the glafs, and taking notice of it for the pre- 
fent, will fignify ‘nothing if he beholds him/felf, 
and goes away, and immediately forgets what 
manner of perfon he was; forgets what rendered 
him difagreeable, and required to be corrected. 
But he is the wife and happy man, who bends 
down astit were his whole attention to this im- 
portant matter, and is fo fet upon his own refor- 
mation and improvement, that he Jooketh into 
the gofpel, that perfect law of liberty», by re- 

? gard- 

IN, WOU Es. 


f Ingrafted word:  eupuiov royov.] 
Some have-tranflated this phrafe, the na- 
tural, the innate, or internal word, refer- 
ing to what hath been fometimes called, 
the light within ; and it muft be acknow~ 
ledged that ezpvi@ hath frequently this 
fignification. But the verfion here given 
is undeniably juftified by Bos and #l/ner 
in loc. who illuftrate this whole claufe by 
fome appofite and elegant quotations from 
the claffics. The word of God is fre- 
quently compared to feed, or to a plant; 
particularly r Pet. i. 23. 1 John iii. 9. 
3n which fenfe it is here faid to be eu- 
gvl@, ingrafied or implanted in their 
minds. 

& Hearers only, deceiving, &e.} The 
Jews did indeed place much of their reli- 
gion in going up at proper times to the 
Synagogue to hear the law read; and there 


may poffibly be an allufion to that difpo- 
fition. The exaet fignification of wagados 
yiCoxrevor is impofing upon any by a jophi- 
frical hew of argument; and here it is ufed 
with great propriety, as Mr Superville has 
obferved, Serm. vol. IV. p. 124. Yet Dr 
Edwards tells us the Jewith writers have a 
proverb among them, that ‘ he who 
«© hears the law, and does not praétife it, 
‘© is likea man, who plows and fows, but 
‘¢ never reaps.” 

h Bends down his whole attention, and 
looketh, &c.| 1 have endeavoured in the 
paraphrafe to exprefs the emphajfis of the 
original o de waganulac. Compare 1 Pet. 
i. x2. where there is an evident allufion to 
the bending pofture of the cherubimn, who 
overfhadowed the mercy-feat in the holy of 
holies. : 


i Nog 


22 


25 


i 44 And bridle our tongues, or our religion is Vain. 


Sect. garding which the trueft and nobleft liberty is contiaueth therein, he 


*- obtained, whatever confinement it may feem to 


being not a forgerful 
hearer but a doer of 


Jatoes lay us under: hey I fay, who not only takes a the work, this man 
4-25. tranfient view of its contents and defigns, but Mall be bleffed in hi 


continues [therein,] deeply refleCting upon it, dect. 


and charging his own: foul with its important 
do€trines and precepts 5 this man not being a for- 
getful hearer, but a doer of the work it enjoins; 
this man, 1 fay, shall be happy in his deed, and 
fhall find an advantage which mere f{peculative 
knowledge, though the moft perfeé& and excel- 


26 lent in its kind, could not poflibly fecure. But 26 If any man a- 


then remember, that when I fpeak of his deeds, 


mong you feem to bé 
religious,and bridleth 


I.mean not on any account to excufe him from ‘not ‘his tongue, but 


. paying proper regard to his words; for it is ne- deceiveth his 
paying, prop § G heart, this man’s ree 


ligion is vain. 


ceilary I fhould inculcate, that if any man among 
you feem to be religious, not refolutely éridling 
his tongue, and reining it in, to prevent thofe 
fallies to which it may fometimes incline, but 
deceiving his heart i with an imagination that a 
freedom from other acts of iniquity, or from 
grofs profanenefs and wickednefs of {peech, or 
that fome good intention, notwithftanding his 
exorbitancies of this kind, will excufe him be- 
fore God, even though he indulge himfelf in’ 
venting irregular paflions under facred names 3 
this man’s religion [is] but vain, and will fland 
him in no real ftead, whatever complacency he 
may at prefent find in his religious pretenfions. 


own 


27 Pure and undefiled religien, that which is clear 27 Pute religion 


and without any flaw *, or blemifh, before the 
penetrating eyes of God, even the Father, con- 
fifts not merely in fpeculations or forms, or in 


the 
NO} T.oBOS, 


and undefiled before 
God and the Father, 


is 


i Not bridling, but deceiving, &c.] That zealots feem to be aware of the great evil 
excellent perfon and writer, Dr Butler, of bitterly reproaching their brethren upon 
the late difbop of Durham, jultly obferves, account of their religious differences ;. the 
that this is the proper rendering of the fin, which (as Mr Baxter juftly obferves, 
word; as if the apoftle had faid, It is fee his Works, vol. IV. p. 447.) the apo~ 
impoflible that any man fhould fo much /Hle feems to have had particularly in his 


as feem to be religious, if he does mot at view. 


leaft think that he bridles bis tongue; butif — k Withoutany flaw.} Archbifhop Tillote 
he deceive himfelf inthisimportant branch fon has juftly obferved, that there feems 
of religion, he is deceived in the whole of here to be an allufion to the excellence of 
it. Butler's Serm. vol. IV. p. 58. And a precious ftone, which confifts much in 
indeed fo many fins of the tongue are com- its being xabapa nat apravios, clear, and 
mitted without any apprehenfion of their without flaw, or cloud. (See his Works, 
being evil, that this caution, and this re- vol. Il. p. 581.) And furely no gem is fo 
mark for the explication of it, 1s of great precious or ornamental, as the lovely 


importance, confidering how little many temper here deicribed. 


1 Pure 


wae 
‘ 


¥ 


Refleftions on our dity to the Father of lights. 


is this, To vifit the, 
fatherlefs and wi- 
dows in their afflic- 
tion, and to keep 
himfelf — unfpotted 
from the world. 


145 
the warmth of affe€tion during the exercife of thd 
worfhip !; but it zs this, to take the overfight of 
orphans Berd widows in their affliétion ™, witha Hep. 
tender regard to their calamitous circumftances, |. a7. 
[and] endeavouring to overfee them, in fuch a 
manner as to provide for their relief, perform- 

ing to others in diftrefs fuitable offices of kind- 

nefs and charity; at the fame time, taking a 
prudent care to keep himfelf unfpotted from thofe 

bad practices, and irregular indulgences, which 

fo generally prevail in the world about us, where 

fo little either of religion or morality is to be 
found. 


PO MOP. Ro OY BM, NT 


Wits all gratitude let us dire&t our eyes and our hearts'to 
the unchangeable Father of lights, and acknowledge every 
good and every perfeé gift, as defcending from him; but above 
all, the invaluable gift of his regenerating grace, to which, if we 
are the firft fruits of his creatures, we are certainly indebted, 
and are thereby laid under the {trongeft engagements to confecrate 
' ourfelves continually to his fervice. Let us therefore liften with 
a moft obedient regard to every intimation of his will, and fet a 
guard upon all our paffons, that they may move in fweet and 
harmonious fubjeCtion to it. Efpecially, let us be /low to wrath, 
and not imagine that we can be juftified in the exorbitances of 
our angry tranfports, becaufe they may poflibly arife in the cau/e 
of religion. The righteoufne/s of God is not to be promoted, but 
on the contrary, will be di/graced and ob/fructed, by fuch outra- 
geous ungovernable fallies. Let every impure and malignant af- 
fection be therefore banifhed from our minds, arid let us pray 
that the word of God may be fo ingrafted into our fouls, as to 
become the effectual means of our Jalvation. Let us not reft in 
a mere forgetful hearing, or indeed in an ineffectual remem- 
brance; but having looked into the gofpel, that perfect law, which 
by binding the foul, gives it the trueft /iberty; let us by Divine 
afliftance continue therein, and improve to the immediate purpofes 
of 


Ver. ry 


2,8 


22 


Ne OFD Es. 


' Pure and undefiled religion—confifts widows in their offlifion : an idea which 1 


not merely in the warmth of affection 
during the exercife of worthip.} The ori- 
ginal word Spnoxese, which in conformi- 
ty with our tranflators I.have rendered 
religion, fridtly fignifies Divine -wor- 
foip ; and intimates here, that no kind 
of religious fervices paid to the Deity, 
can be of any avail, if we neglect the royal 
law of charity, and to vifit the fatherle/s and 


have endeavoured to preferve in the para- 
phrafe. 

m Taking the everfight of, &c.] So 
emioxem ler Sat properly fignifies, and may 
import, entering into meatures. for their 
Jubjifience, as w ell as fometimes going to 
them, and cox ver fing with them in their 
diftreffes, See the’ nole on Mat. xxv. 36. 
vol, Il. § 165. note 4 
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*- ting whatever we obferve ami/s in ourfelves. 


. They are exhorted to avoid refpeF of perfons : 


Secr. of reformation, whatever knowledge we thereby gain; correc- 


Particularly, let us 


Ver. 26 ftudy a, proper command over our tongues, and cultivate thofe 
charitable difpofitions and offices, in which true and undefiled re- 
ligion is here faid to confift; that widows and orphans may give 
us their blefling, as their guardians and friends; and that an wn- 
Spotted life, untainted with the vices of a degenerate age, may 
bear witnefs, that though zz the world, we are not of it, and that 
we act in confiftency with thofe fublime and holy ends to which 


2 


™s 


james 
Mt Raa 


we profels as Chrifians to afpire. 


Sit Banc 


RS Ill. 


\ 


He cautions them againft Jbewing an undue refpeét to mens exter- 
nal circumfances, and refting fatisfied in a partial obfervation 
of the Divine precepts ; e/pecially where the royal law of cha- 


rity or univerfal benevolence 


---13. 


Me 


James JI. 1. 


brethren, let me now caution you, that 
you hold not the faith of our Lord Fefus 
Chrifi, (the great Lord] of glory *, in a partial 
re/pect of perfons, fo as to give undue preference 
to any upon account of their external circumftan- 


was in quefiion. James II. 1, 


James If. x. 
MY brethren, have 
not the faith 
of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift our Lord of 
glory, with refpeé 
of perfons. 


ces; whereas the relation in which the meaneft 
of your fellow-Chriftians may ftand to him, who 
is fo glorious a perfonage as the Son of God, 
fhould certainly recommend them to your re- 


gard and efteem. 


For V have obferved fome- 
thing of this kind among many, which feems 
to require fuch an admonition as this; and have 


2 Forif there come 
unto your affembly a 
man with a gold ring, 

in 


feen, that if a man come into your fynagogue », 
when you are met for religious worthip, with a 


NOS RG EY 8: 


@° The Lord of glory.} . Dr Whitby 
would render it, The glorious faith of our 
Lord Fefus Chrift; but { cannot think that 
by any means neceflary. 

b Into your fynagogue.] Mr Cradock 
and Dr Whitby explain this of their judi- 
cial aflemblies, which the Jews held in 
their fynagogues. Mat. x. 17.. A&ts xxii. 
19. And they imagine it is probable, 
that when they were converted to. Chrifti- 
anity, they preferved the fame cuftom; 
and that the partiality here blamed, related 
to two perions, who had caufes to try, 
when the vifible fuperiority given to one, 


gold 


in the fetting him in a more honourable 
place than the cther, would tend to per- 
vert juitice in his favour; and which 
Maimonides fays the Jewifh precepts par- 
ticularly forbid. But the reprefenting both 
the parties as feated, does not fuit this 
interpretation. St is urged, that fome civil 
diftinétiors might reafonably be made, and 
it muft be allowed: but the apo/ftle pro- 
bably faw it rifing too bigh ; and in times 
of perfecution, when poor people ventu- 
red their lives in behalf of Chriftianity, 
they had fome peculiar title to honourable 
regard. 

© With 


And not to regard too much external diftinchions: 
i goodly apparel; 
and there come in al- 
fo a poor man in vile 
kaiiment ; , 


147 
gold ring © [and] other parts of a /plendid drefs; S®¢7- 
and at the fame time there come in alfo a poor >, 
man in mean and fordid raiment; you are apt James 
to fhew an undue regard to the former, and to Hi. 
put a vifible flight on the latter, at his firft ap- 

_ pearance, without confidering what may be the’ 

3 And yehave re- real character of the one or the other. And 3 
ane ee whatever may be faid in excufe for this, it is 
and fay unto him, sit Often blame-worthy; for if ye have a re/peét, as 

thou here in a good ye naturally have; for him who wears a /plendid 
ae see pee drefs, and fay to him, Sit there in an honourable 
there, or fithere un-' P/ace; and fay to the poor man, Stand thou there; 
der By ee or fit here under my Sootftool s And diftinguifo 4 
partial ‘ Tountelacs not in yourfelves * according to the different cha- 
and are become jud- Tacters of thefe two men; but only regard their 
ges of evil thoughts? outward appearance; you even become judges, who 

reajon ill*; you feem by futh a conduct to de- 
termine, that external circumftances are chiefly 
to be confidered; which certainly is wrong, and 

if it were to be purfued, would produce very 

iniquitous and unjuftifiable fentiments and prac- 

tices: By fuch a condu& as this, you court § 
the favour of the rich; and ftrongly intimate your 
contemptof the poor, as poor; but Aearken; my be- 
loved brethren; and confider, for it is peculiarly 
worthy of your moft attentive regard; Hath not 

God apparently chofen many; who are among the 

poor of this world, [to be} rich in faith fs; and 

does it not appeat that they are fo? _Are they not 

heirs of the kingdsm which he has promifed to them 

that love him; and juft upon the point of being 

carried to a glory, that will eclipfe that of the 

greateft monarchs on earth? And does it become 

you, believing this, to defpife thofe who for any 

thing 


. § Hearkei, my 
beloved __ brethren, 
Hath not God-chofen 
the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, 
and heirsof the king- 
dom which he hath 
promifed te them 
that love him ; 


. N N70 Tis U8. ees 
© With a gold ring: xpvcodaxivarc@.] that it fhould not be read as in our Englifh 


Perhaps this compound word might have 
been rendered, Having his fingers adorned 
with gold rings: The learned Albert hath 
obferved, that thofé who valued themielves 
upon the richnefs and luxury of theit 
drefs, were accuftomed to deck their fin- 
gers with a confiderable number of coft- 
ly and valuable rings, frequently wearing 
feveral upon one finger. Ob/eru. Philolog. 
in loc. 

d And diftingnifp not in yourfelves: xos 
& Suckpc Sule ev ceevios.] This I take to be 
the exact rendering of this claufe, as the 
verb is of thé middle fignification, and 

Vox. VI. 1 


vérfion, with an interrogation. 


© Fudges, who réafon ill.]| Our Englith. 


verfion in this place is literal, but at the 
fame time yery obfcare and ambiguous. 
Beza’s obfervation is a juft one, that the 
phrafe in the originalis an Hebraifm, and 
it is accordingly rendered by him, Fudices 
male ratiocinantes, Judges who reafon ill. 

f Tobe rich in faith.) The ellipfis in 
thefe words of exe 76 tivece OF Yived Sas, is 
common; as Bos, andafter him, Albert, 
hath obferyed. Accordingly I have ren 
dered it, to be rich in faith. 
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Ee 


wyrw 


James 
il. 6. 


I 


The royal law of love is univerfally binding. 


Sect. thing you know, may in a few days be carried 


by angels into Abraham’s bofom, and placed in 
the moft diftinguifhed rank among the guefts at 
the celeftial banquet? But this indeed is the 
cafe; you have often difbonoured the poor man, 
though God may have condefcended to vifit him 
with fuch a gracious regard, and have enriched 
him with fuch ineftimable mercies. On the o- 
ther hand, do not the rich whom you court with 
fe much refpeét and afliduity, tyranmize over 
yeu, and drag you to their tribunals? Are not 
moft of the rich your perfecu‘ors, rather than 
4. your friends? Do they not blafpheme the ho- 
nourable name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, dy which 
you are called? and do they not often compel 
you to blafpheme it, and inflict the fevereft pe- 
nalties upon you, if you refufe? So that on the 
whole, they often prove themfelves the vileft of 
men. And can you think, that when this is 
the cafe, and you fee fo many poor faints cou- 
rageoufly enduring thefe extremities, that you 
ought to fix your eyes fo much on a glaring out- 
fide, and overlook that heroic worth which fo 
often appears under a vail of poverty? 1 befeech 
you, learn to think more reafonably at all times, 
and efpecially to bring better fentiments into 
g your aflemblies for public worfhip. © And not 
only in fuch mftances, but in all others, endea- 
vour to act equitably; for if you fulfil the noble 
and royal law, which according to that expref- 
fion of the fcripture ought with a kind of im- 
perial authority to govern all our fentiments ; 
Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf; ye do 
well: that would be in every thing a rule to you, 
and particularly here; for none of you if you 
were reduced to poverty, would wifh to be treat- 
ed with marks of flight and contempt on that 
account, without any regard to your character 
in other refpects. But if ye do in this partial 
manner, accept the perfons of men, ye work 
iniquity therein, being conviéted by the law Lhave 
juft now mentioned, as tran/greffors of it. And 
give me leave to fay, that whatever zeal you 
may fhew for any other precepts, if convicted 
here, you become guilty before God, and for- 
o feit your acceptance with him. For whoever 
Shall keep the whole law in every other inftance, 
but 


~ 6 But ye have de 
{pifedthepoor. Do 
not rich men opprefs 
you, and draw you 
before the judgment- 
fetas? 


7 Do not they 
blafpheme that wor- 
thy mame, by the - 
which ye are called? 


8 If ye fulfil the 
royal law, according 
to thefcripture, Thou 
fhalt loye thy neigh- 
bour as thyfelf, ye do 
well. 


9 But if ye have 
refpect to perfons, 
ye commit fin, and 
are convinced of the 
law as tranfgrefiors. 


10 For whofoever 
fhall keep the whole 


law, 


Refletions on the vanity of mere external diftinétions. 


jaw, and yet offend 
in one point, he is 


guilty of all. 


tx For he that 
faid, Do not com- 
mit adultery, faid 
alfo, Do not kill. 
Now if thou commit 
no adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art 
become a tran{greflor 
of the law. 


xz So fpeak ye, 
and fo do, as they 
that fhall be judged 
by the law of liberty. 


23 For he hall 
have judgment with- 
out mercy, that hath 
fhewed no mercy ; 
and mercy rejoiceth 
again{t judgment. 


but allow himfelf to offend in one [ particular,] 
he is in effet guilty of all; as he that commit- 
ted but one capital crime, would as furely fuffer 
death, as if he had committed all that ever were 
prohibited in that light. For it is certain, 
that he difregards the authority of the Lawgiver, 
which has eftablithed every precept equally; as 
it is evident, he that fays, Thou fhalt not commit 
adultery, hath alfo faid, Thou fhalt dono murder. 
If therefore thou art not an adulterer but com- 
mitteft murder, thou art evidently a tran/greffor 
of the law. Hence it appears, that it is not by 
a regard to the Divine authority, that thou ab- 
ftaineft from the former crime, fince that would 
equally have preferved thee from the latter. 


Let it therefore be your care, that ye /o /peak - 


and fo aéi as thofe that foall be judged by the law 
of liberty, by the glorious gofpel, which is a dif- 
penfation that fets us at liberty from the bondage 
of the Jewifh ritual, and dire€ts us to all the 
branches of that virtue and holinefs, which is the 
trueft liberty of the mind, and which being fo 
excellent, muft fubje& us to feverer punifhment 
if we prefume to contemn it. And efpecially 
remember to maintain a regard to it, where the 
rules of charity are concerned. For you know 
a particular ftrefs is laid upon this branch, as of 
the higheft moment in the fight of God; as we 
are warned by our compaflionate Lord himfelf, 
that on the one hand, he fall have judgment 
without mercy, who hath not exercifed mercy ; 
and on the other hand, mercy rejoices againft 
judgment, and emboldens our hopes, when we 
ftand before that merciful Being, whom we 
have refembled in that amiable part of his cha- 
racter. 


Lis, MEP ERO: VO BOE EE IT Ss 


T H E apoftle 


could not intend to condemn thofe civil diftinc- 


tions which are founded upon the different relations and 


circumftances of mankind in the prefent world; but furely God 
intended to teach us, how /itt/e efteem he {ets upon riches, by 
beftowing them on many of the moft wndeferving of mankind, 
while he with-holds them from his deareft children: and to ad- 
-mire them, and others, on account of their riches, while we pour 


contempt on the poor, as poor, though fo many of them a di- 
a 2 in- 


a3 


Ver. 5, 
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Sect. 


Bic 
Loar 
Ver. 5 


8 


zo 


b  f 


Faith cannot fave, if it be not connedted with ‘works. 


ftinguifhed by the riches of the Divine favour, muft be highly 
unreafonable, and to God highly ofenfive. As for thofe who are 
poor in this world, but rich in faith, let them adore the Divine 
munificence to them, and think with pleafure of thofe durable 
riches, and of that everlafting kingdom, which God has prepared 
for them as their inheritance. 

Whatever our ftations be, let us pray that the royal law may 
be infcribed upon our hearts, and that we may love our neighbours 
as ourfelves; guarding againft that mean and prohibited re/peét 
of perfons, which would expofe us toa conviction, as tranfgreffors 
of the law. Let us alfo learn to guard againft that partiality in 
our obedience to it, which is utterly inconfiftent with /incerity- 
Let us remember, that the Divine authority equally eftablithes 
every precept of it, and that the generous natute of the go/pel-dif- 
penfation, as a law of liberty, will be a {ad aggravation of our 
prefumptuous violation of it. A confcioufnefs of thofe many de- 
fe€ts and imperfeétions, which the def of men may fee reafon to 
charge themfelves with, fhould certainly engage our moft earneft 
applications to God for mercy ; and as we defire to obtain it, let 
it be our care to exercife mercy to others, both in the candour of 
our cenfures on the one hand, and the readinefs of our /berality 
on the other. 


nares Mes Sad 8 IV. 


The apofile largely defcants on the inefficacy of a mere hiftorical 
faith, and evinces, by mot firtking inflances and illuftrations, 
the uiter infupiciency of it for our juftification and eternal fal- 
vation. James Il, 14, to the end. 


, 
James II. 14. James Il. 
Te is with real grief, that I perceive many of WoHar es it ee 
you feem highly to value yourfelves upon the fit my brethren, 
though a man fay he 
profeflion you make of the Chriftian religion, hath faith, and have 
without being fuitably impreffed with a practi- not 
cal fenfe of its important principles, and influ- 
enced to a life agreeable to them. But what. 
advantage [is there,| my brethren, if any one 
fay, He has faith, but has not {uitable works 4, 
to 
NCOP aks 


2 yf any one fay he has faith, but has not 
fuitable works.] ‘I am furprifed at the 
immenfe pains commentators have taken, to 
reconcile St Paul and St James; and the 
many hypothefes they have formed for that 
purpofe. Whereas to me nothing is more 
evident, than that the ideas they affix to 


the words, faith, and works, are entir aly 
different. St James by the word faith, 
means fimply an @ffent to the truth of re- 
ligious principles, without determining whe- 
ther it be, or be nol, effeStual ; and then 
declares, that in cafe this affent does not 
produce g good works, that is, the folid vir- 
tues 


A pretence to charity, without its proper fruits, 1s vain. 151 


not works ? can faith 
fave him? 


rs If a brother or 
fifter be naked, and 
deftitute of daily 
food ; 


16 And ong of 
you fay unto them, 
Depart in peace, be 
ye warmed, and fill- 
ed; notwithftanding, 
ye give 
thofe things which 
are needful to the 
body 3. what doth it 
profit ? ; 


77 Even fo faith, 
if it hath not works, 
js dead, being alone. 


18 Yea, a man 
may fay, ‘Chou haft 
: faith, 


them not. 


to fupport the juftice of that pretenfion? Can Sect. 


fuch a faith, as may be feparate from good 
works, fave him? 


Ae 


Confider the cafe, when James 


men make profeflions of charity, without pro- Hers, 


ducing the proper fruits of it, and you will ea- 
fily fee how vain fuch a pretenfion is. Jf, for 
inftance, a brother or fifter be naked, and defti- 
tute of daily food for the fubfiftence of life, 


And one of you, who calls himfelf a Chriftian, 16 


Say to them, We heartily pity your cafe, and feel 
the tender emotions of that love which our re- 
lation to each other requires ; depart therefore 
in peace, whitherloever the Providence of God 
may lead you, and I fincerely with that you may 
meet with fyitable accommodations: may ye be 
clothed and fheltered, warmed, and fed to the 
full ; but with all thefe foft addreffes, if ye give 
mot to them either food, or raiment, or any mo- 
ney to purchafe the things neceffary for thé body ; 
what [does it] profit them to be addreffed with 
fuch hypocritical profeffions of love? Yea, does 
it not rather feem a cruel mockery, than a real 
kindnefs ? So alfo faith, how zealoufly fo- 
ever it may be profeffed, and how orthodox fo- 
ever thofe articles are to which an affent is gi- 
ven, if it have nat fuitable works to attend it, 
being by itfelf, is dead», and producing no fub- 
{tantial fruit, is altogether infignificant. But 
ene better inftructed in Chriftianity, may per- 
haps fay to one of thefe forward profeffors, in 
order to bring matters to a fhort iffue, Thou 
fayeft that thou haft faith, and 1 make it appear 

. in 

NEO VTsE.. 5: 


tues of the heart and life, it cannot be Mentitus eff Facabus in-caput fuum. Lim- 


borch. Theol. x. iii. 16. 


accepted by God. Whereas St Paul by 
the word faith means a cordial and vital 
affent to Divine truth, which influences the 
heart to a holy temper, and according to 
the gracious terms of the gofpel, entitles 
a man to Divine acceptance, without any 
regard at all to the Moj/aic Jaw, and pre- 
vious to the production of any of thofe 
good works which will naturally be the 
fruit of it. Had Luther calmly confider- 
ed this, he would not have denied the 
infpiration of St James, out of regard to 
his fuppofed heteradoxy in the bufinefs of 
Jujlification, nor would one of his followers 


have prefimed to charge him exprefsly © 


with lying, as -Limborch tells us he did, 


b Faith, if it hath not works, &e.] From 
this paffage it appears, that we fhould not 
confine the idea ef the word faith, as ufed 
by St James, to a mere affent; for it 
would be an abfurd fuppofition, that a 
mere aflent fhould have any works. By 
this word therefore St James, (as we ob- 
ferved in the former zote,) means fimply 
an affent, whether it be or be not effectual. 
Nor is it indeed the affent that faves, when 
accompanied with works. So that the 
apoftle’s aflertion is more critically and 
correctly true, than many of his commen 
tators have apprehended. 


© Shew 


17 


18 


‘ 
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4e 


James 


EI. x8. 


49 


20 


<a 


21 


22 


Abraham's faith was perfected by works. 


in my life and converfation, that J have works, 
which- naturally {pring from that principle: 
give me then the evidence I offer thee; /bew me 
thy faith by thy works ©, and I will alfo in re- 
turn fhew thee my faith by my works: let us 
without, quarrelling about different explications 
of faith, make it manifeft to each other, that 
our profeffion is truly folid, by its fubftantial ef- 
feéts upon our tempers and lives, Thou affu- 
redly believeft that there is one only true and li- 
ving God, and therein thou doeft well; it is the 
grand fundamental principle of all true religion. 
But remember, it is a principle common to 
thofe who are entirely deftitute of religion; for 
the devils alfo firmly believe it, and -cannot 
with-hold their affent; they are perfuaded by 
dreadful experience of his exiftence, and of the 
terrors of his wrath, fo as even to tremble in 
the expectation of that full difplay of it, to 
which they know they are inevitably doomed. 
But wilt thou know, O vain empty man, who 
refteft in that which might be found in equal, 
or in higher degrees, in the infernal fpirits, 
that faith without works, a perfuafion of the 
truths of Chriftianity, if it produces no folid 
fruits of holinefs, is really dead as to any valu- 
able purpofe that can be expected from it, 
Take an inftance of this in the moft celebrated 
of all the patriarchs; I mean, the inftance of 
Abraham, our great and illuftrious father: was 
he not plainly juftified by works, when, in conte- 
quence of that full perfuafion he had of a Di- 
vine commiffion and command to do it, he of- 
Jered his fon lfaac upon the altar, intending, in 
obedience to what he apprehended the will of 
God, actually to have flain him, and to have 
trufted in God to accomplifh the promife of a 
numerous feed to defcend from him, by raifing 
him from the dead. Thou feeft then in this 
inftance, that faith co-operated with his works, 
and animated him to zeal and felf-denial in 
them ; and faith was perfected by works; the 
in- 
HO TR, 

© Shew me thy faith, &c.] This verfion 
#5 fo very different from our own, that 
many. of my Englifh readers will be much 
furprifed at it.—But I have followed the 
mott and beft copies; which read it, asin 


faith, and I have 
works: fhew me thy 
faith without thy 
works, and [I will 
fhew thee my faith 
by my works, | 


19 Thon believeft 
that there is one 
God; thon . doeft 
well: the devils alfo 
believe and tremble. 


-20 But wilt thou 
know, O vain man, 
that faith without 
works is dead ? 


21 Was not Abra- 
ham our father jufti- 
fied by works, when 
he had offered Ifaac 
his fon upon the al- 
tar? 


22 Seeft thou how 
faith wrought with 
his works, and by 
works was faith made 
perfect? 


the margin of our bibles, cx ray epyav ou 
—and—cx tov eeyay yx, tho’ fome copies 
read the firft iclaufe, Xe¢gis Tav teywy ory 
which our trapflators have followed. 


a. The 


7+ 


A man is not juftified by faith, without works. 153 
hy _ integrity of it was made fully apparent to him- Sect. 
a3 And the ferip- felf, to angels, and to God. And thus the * - 
ture was fulfilled , 6lled A 5 a] 
which faith, Abra. /eripture was fulfilled, which fays, (Gen. xv. 6.) James 
ham believed God, referring to what pafled long before this, Abra- 1. 23. 
and it was imputed fam believed God, andit was imputed to him for 
unto him for righte- —. d : : ; 
oufnefs: and he was Tighteoufne/s 4; and in confequence of this he 
“called the Friend of was treated by God with fuch peculiar endear- 
God, ment, that he was even called the Friend of God; 
as it is faid, (Ifa. xli. 8.) the feed of Abraham 
*° my friend. ‘This proved the fincerity of his 
faith, and that he was in fome degree worthy 
24 Ye fee then the honour of the Divine friendfhip. You fee 24 
how that by works a zen by this inftance of the great father of the 
nian is juftified, and ; s : 
not by faith only. faithful, if the chara¢ters of the children are to 
be eftimated in the fame manner as thofe of the 
father, that a man is juftified by works, and not 
by faith only: it is by no means enough, that 
the great principles of religion be credited, if 
they have not alfo their practical influence on 
as Likewife alfo, the heart and life. In‘ like manner alfo 1 25 
was not Rahab the might illuftrate the matter by the further in- - 
harlot juftified by d 
works, when fhe had ftance of Rahab, who had been the harlot, tho 
received the mefleén- afterwards reclaimed by Divine grace: was /he 
alte zi ae not juflified by works, when in confequence of 
way? that faith which fhe profefled in the God of If- 

‘ rael, /be received, entertained and {heltered the 
Jpies, who came to obferve the fate of Jericho, 
and at the apparent hazard of her life, conceal- 
ed them from thofe that came to fearch after 
them; till at length knowing which way the 
purfuers would go, fhe /ent them out another 
way, and fo made effectual provifion for their 

26 Soda peteets efcape.. And on fuch principles muft all 26 
ge leat others expect juftification and falvation ; for as 
aut worksisdead alfo. the body, without the fpirit, is but a dead car- 

cafe, how fair and entire foever it may appear, 
and will at length fall into putrefaction and dif- 
folution; /o fuch a faith as remains, without the 
fubftantial fruits of good works, which ought 
ever to attend it, is a//fo dead: it now appears as 

a car- 
\ Nee: eEs F 

@ The feripture was fulfilled, &c.) This fach a faith as includes good works in it, 
very text St Paul quotes Rom. iv. 3. to asa certain principle of them ; and confe- 
prove that Abraham was juftified hy faith ; quently, eftablifhed what was faid above, 
which plainly fhews, that the faith by forreconcilingthefe two apoftles in the ca- 
which St Paul fays he was ju/lified, was eft manner. 
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Reflections on the connection between faith and aorkss 


ECT. a ¢arcafe in the fight of God, and as fuch will 


ere long perifh. i ; 
PAM OP OR: 0h BAM Be NT: 
Ee this great and important leflon, which the apoffle here 
teaches fo plainly; and inculcates fo largely, be never for- 
gotten. It is true indeed, (as St Paul elfewhere fully proves,) 
that we dre juftified by faith in Chrift, without the works of the 
law. The works of the Mo/aic law are by no means neceflary 5 


and it is not by our obedience to any Jaw, but by embracing and 
refting upon the mercy of God in Chri, for our falvation, that 


26 we obtain it. Neverthelefs, it is vain to pretend to fuch a faiths 


if good works are not produced by it; and we might as foon ex- 
pect the guardianfhip and counfel, the offices and confolations of 
friendfhip, from a dead corp/e, as happinefs from a mere affents 
even to the moft important dotrines. Let us therefore endeavour 


"8 to fbew our faith by our works. Let us be ready, with dbra- 
21 ham,| to ofer up our deareft comforts to God. Let us, with Ra- 


hab, be willing even to expofe our lives in the defence of God’s 
people, and his caufe: otherwife our faith being of no better a 


s9 kind than that of the devils, will leave us the companions of their 


mifery and defpair; even though the conviction fhould now be 
fo powerful as to make us tremble, or a falfe perfuafion of our en- 
joying privileges to which we are utter ftrangers, fhould give as 
{trong an emotion to any of the /ofter paflions. 

Let faith then be aéive and influential. Let love be without 


3, 36 diffimulation. Let us not love merely in word, but in deed, and | 


charge it upon our confciences to be ready to authenticaté by the 
moft fubfantial offices of humanity, the profeflion we at any. 
time make of friendly wi/bes, or kind intentions. Otherwife, fuch 
profeffions will be worfe than unprofitable, as, by encouraging on-_ 
ly a falfe dependence and expectation, they will make the difap- 
pointment proportionably grievous and affliétive, to thofe whom _ 
we hypocritically, or lightly, pretended to compaffionate or /uc- 

Cour. 


Sk Ce V. 


The apoftle cautions them againft being too forward in affuming thé 
ofice and character of teachers; and recommends a ftriét go- 
vernment of the tongue, as a matter, though of great difficulty, 
yet of the higheft importance. James YE, 1,---12. 


.James IID. 1. James UL 3. 
AX? now, my brethren, give me leave to JY brethren, c 
. . . . ne 
caution you again{t another eyil which | 7 
have 


- 
5 


i = 


They foould not be forward to affume the office of teachers: 


not many ‘ma- 
iters, knowing that 
We fhall receive the 
greater © condémna- 
tion. 


have feen fome reafon to apprehend; and to prefs 
you, that ye be not many teachers *; that none of 
you rafhly undertake the office of teachers, which 
many are ready to intrude themfelves into, with- 


out due qualifications, or a regular call: but I 
-would urge you to be cautious againft fuch an 
affluming difpofition, as knowing that we who 
bear that office, muft expe& that we /ball undergo 
greater and ftritter judgment, than others in 


a more private {tation of life. 
to which the beft of us are fubject, 
may indeed teach us to think with awe of that 


2 For in many firmities 
things we offend all. : 
If any man offend 


‘The many in- 


not in word, the fame exact trial we are then to undergo ; for in many 


ts a perfect man, and 
able alfo to bridle the 
whole body. 


things we all off 
and {tumble in our walk. And it is peculiarly 
worthy our attention here, that if any one of- 


end»; we are tod ready to trip 


fend not in word, he [is] a perfeét man‘, arri- 
ved at fo high a pitch and improvement in vir- 
tue, that it may be concluded, that he is adle 
alfo to bridle in the whole body ; as it is frequent - 
ly much more difficult to govern our tongues in 


3 Behold, we put 
bits in the horfes 
mouths, that they 
may obey us; and 
Wwe turn about their 
whole body. 

4 Behold alfo the 
fhips, which though 
they be fo great, and 
are driven of fierce 
winds, yet are they 
turned about with a 
very {mall helm, 

whi- 


in our actions. 


a becoming manner, than to avoid enormities 
Behold we put bridles into thé x 
mouths of horfes, that they may obey us according 
to their direCtion; and ftrong, and fometimes 
furious, as thofe creatures are, we turn them 
hither and thither, fo as to influence the mo- 
tion of their whole body. 
Jbips, though they be many of them /o large, and 
fometimes agitated by violent winds, are turned 
by a very fmall helm, whitherfoever the fieerfman 


Beheld alfo how the 


I 


plea 


‘tigi Ne. Oe T6293 
2 Not many teachers.) Out tranflators fies judgment alone, fometimes includes 


render it, majfers, as didacxarn@ is fre- 
quently rendered; and it is generally ex- 
plained of imperious and cenforious difta~ 
tors, as many of the Jewifh zealots were. 
But when he forbids many to be fuch, he 
feems to allow that fome may; and cori- 
fequently I think teachers ought to be ex- 
plained in af innoeent and indifferent 
fenfe, as inthe paraphrafe. And though 
the word xg:ue in the following claufe, 
may neealin fignify condemnation, yet 
fometimes it means judgment in the gene-~ 
ral; particularly, Mat. vii. 2. Aéts xxiv. 
25. Rom, vy. 16. (where it is evidently 
diftinguikied from xelexg:ué) 1 Cor. vi. 
7. Heb. vi. 2. Rev, xx. 4. as on the o- 
‘ther Kand, xe:es¢, which generally figni- 
Vou. Vi. t 


condemnation in it. -Mat, xxiii. 33. Mark 
iii. 29.. Heb. x. 27% 

b All offend.) The word, ewieomev, 
properly {peaking, fignifies, we trip; and 
Dr Barrow, (fee his Works, vol. 1. p..129.) 
has juftly obferved, that as the generat 
courfe of life is called, a way, and parti- 
cular ations, /feps; 10 going on in a re# 
gular courfe of right a€tion, is walking 
uprightly, and acting amifs, tripping or 
Stumbling. 

© Perfett man.] It is €ertain a man 
whofe words are inoffenfive, may poflibly 
have fome imperfettions; it fhews there- 
fore in how Jimited a fenfe the word per- 
fet is to be taken; and the obfervation 
may be applied to many other Pa 

Wihi- 


ev 
James 


IVD Gre 


@ 


e 


156 And foould be careful not to offend with their tongues ¢ 


Sect. pleafeth4, and the waving of his hand deter- 
So alfo the tongue, 
James though itis but alittle membery yet boafteth great 
Hi. s. things, pretends, and that not unjuftly, to have 
a great deal of influence upon the world. . 
hold, and obferve, how great a quantity of ma- 
6 terials a little fire kindleth into a blaze. _ 
thus the tongue [is] a fire, which often produ- 


mines their direction. 


whitherfoever the go» 
vernor lifteth.. 

s Even fo the 
tongue is a_ little 


eth great things. Be- 
hold how great a 
matter a little fire 
And indleth! 

6 And the tongue 
is a fire, a world of 


Be- 


ces a great conflagration: it is a little world of iniquity: fo is the 


iniquity © of itfelf. The tongue is fo fet among 
our members, holds fuch a rank and place, [tha] 
indeed it defiles the whole body, and inflames the 


tongue amongft our 
members, that it de- 
fileth the whole body, 
and fetteth on fire 


whole courfe and ¢ircle of nature §, and is itfelf the courfe of nature 5 


alfo fet on frre by hell; the infernal f{pirit in- 
fluences the heart, and its wickednefs overflows 


and it is fet on fire of 
heil. 


by the tongue, and tends indeed by its fatal eon- 
fequences to produce a very hell upon earth. 


7 It is obfervable, that every /pecies of wild beafts, 


4 For every kind 


and birds, of reptiles and fifbes, though fome of of béafts andot birds, 


them take fhelter in inacceflible defarts, and o- 
thers bury themfelves in the earth; though fome 
mount the air, and others have their abode deep 
in the watry element; yet ftill every fort is /ub- 


and of ferpents, and 
of things in the fea, 
is tamed, and hath 
been tamed of man- 


kind : 


dued 8, and has in {ome inftances ox other been 
fubdued, by men; and many, whofe natures are 
fierceft, are fo tamed as to do the human fpe- 


cies 


NEE GO Se aS: 


a Whitherfoever the fteerfinan pleafeth.] 
As the word is, ev@vvov7@», which figni- 
fies any perfon that fits at the helm, and 
not neceflarily the pilot, who is called by 
way of eminence, o xuGeevtnc, I thought 
it beft to render it /feerfman; though I 
confefs the remark and diftinétion to be a 
matter of fmallimportance. 1 know not 
how weil to exprefs in Englith the force 
of oeuy re evdvvevI@, which admirably 
reprefents the tmpetuojity, with which, in 
a ftorm, aman atthe helm on a critical 
eceafion turns his hand. See Dr Owen on 
the Spirit, p. 57. 

© A world of iniquity : 0 norw.Ge rng adt- 
nas. | Elfner, ( Obferv. Sacr. in loc.) 
gives a very fingular tranflation of this 
claufe, The tongue is the adorning of unrigh- 
teonfne/s; referring to thofe {pecious co- 
lourings by which wicked men endea- 
veur to excufe or conceal their criminal 
conduct. 

f Circle of nature.) So 1 thought, 
reoxov, might be rendered, which moft 
exadtly fignifics a wheel from the revolu- 


tions formed. And perhaps it may inti- 
mate, how the mifchief done by the 
tongue often comes round about. A con- 
fideration, whieh, were it not intimated 
by the expreffion, is well worthy the at- 
tention of every wife man. Elfner, Al- 
bert, and Bos, by this phrafe underftand 
fucceffive. generations of men; as if the 
apoftle had faid, The tongue inflamed 
our forefathers, it hath the fame bad in- 
fluence on ws, and is likely to have on our 
pofterity. . 

& Is fubdued.] So 1 chufe to render, 
Sowatelar, rather than tamed, that it may 
include the conquering great and might 
fiftes of the fea, fuch as harks and whales ; 
of which it feems lefs proper to fay they 
are tamed, as that generally imports a 
kind of harmle/s familiarity to which 
fome favage beafts are indeed brought; 
but of which Jarge fifbes are in their nature 
incapable; and it may be queftioned whe- 
ther fome other animals are not fo like- 
wife; and fuch it was moft to the apojile's 
purpofe to mention. 


member, and boatft- - 


j 


— 


Bleffing and curfing /bould not proceed from one mouth. 


8 But the tongue cjes no harm. But the tongue no man can 


_ €an_no man tame; 


bday Gai unieniy Heil, entirely fubdue, neither the tongues of others, 
~ full of deadly poifon. nor his own, fo that it fhall not in fome inftan- 
. ces be hurtful ; for [7f is] an infuperable evil, 
and like a ferpent, or an adder, full of mortal 
venom, by which fometimes death, and even 
9 Therewith blefs damnation itfelf is occafioned. By it we fome- 
we God, even the times ble/s God, even the Father; and it is our 
Father; and there- slory, when we make ufe of it in that facred 
with curfe we men : 
which are made after 2d honourable employment; and yet fometimes 
the fimiliude of this noble inftrument is degraded to the vileft 
ad. purpoles, and by it we curfe and revile men, our 
brethren, who are made after the likene/s of God, 
ro Out of the fame and honoured with his image. Out of the 
Plotting preeen Same mouth proceedeth the blefing and the curfe, 
fing. My brethren, and the fame tongue is the inftrument of expref- 
thefe things ought not fing both; and too frequently when the act of. 
fo to be. devotion is over, the act of flander, or outrage 
and infult commences.. Alas, my brethren, thefe 
things ought not fo to be; it is a fhame to hu- 
man nature, and it is furely a much fouler re- 
yx Dothafountain proach to. a Chriftian profeflion. Does a foun- 
fend forth at thefame tain from the fame opening fend forth alternate- 
eee waierand 1. and at different times, fweet [water] and 
: bitter 2? It is not. known in the natural, and it 
ought not to be known in the moral world. 
12 Canthefig-tree, Can a ig-tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a 
my brethren, bear yine, figs? No, butevery tree has its own pro- 
olive - berries ? or opiates ' : d. Rgacks 
Syshectiae? f5'cde PET productions. So no fountain produces brac 
no fountain both #/b water and fweet. In like manner there 
yield falt water and ought to be a great deal of care, that we main- 
oe tain a confiftency in our difcourfes; and that if 
we profefs religion and devotion, we {peak at all 
times, as thofe who are often employing our 
{peech to thefe noble purpofes. So fhall we ho- 
nour God, and promote the peace of fociety, 
and of our own minds; whereas otherwife, we 
‘fhall injure both; yea, and injure others, and 
ourfelves the more, in confequence of the pro- 
feffion which we make of religion. 


e 


fe te hen OY hig OB. IN .=T, 
Et this pathetic difcourfe of the apofle concerning the difh- 


culty and importance of governing our tongues aright, en- 
gage us to the ftricteft care on this great article of practical re- 
ligion, of which fo many gees in which the moft aoe 
‘ 2°58 ar 
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Reflections on the government of the tongue. 


Seew. far deficient, as to entitle thofe to the character of perfec? meng 


Se 


who do not here ofend. Let us intreat the affiftance of Divine 


Ver.2 grace, that we may keep our mouths as with a bridle, (Pfal. xxxix. 


4 


6 


Ki 


9 


1.) that we may /feer this important helm aright, left by the mif- 
management of it we /bipwreck even our eternal hopes. Let us 
be cautious of every /park, where there are fo many combu/tible 
materials ; and take heed, left we, and others, be defiled, and in- 
fernal flames kindled and propagated. It is indeed a difficult, but 
in coniequence of this a glorious toil, far more glorious than to 
fubdue the fierceft animals, or the haughtieft enemies : let us there- 
fore refolutely make the attempt, and learn to employ our tongues, 
as indeed the glory of our frame, to blefs God even the Father. 
“And let the remembrance of that fimilitude of God, in which 
men are formed, make us tender of all their interefts; and efpeci- 
ally careful, that we do not injure them by unkind reproaches, or 
detracting fpeeches; and fo much the rather, that we may main- 
tain a confiftency between the words of devotion addrefled to God, 
and thofe of converfe with our fellow-creatures. So fhall the 


11 qwell-/pring of wifdom rifing up in our hearts, and ftreaming forth 


2 


from our lips, be asa flowing brook, Let thofe, who are by Pro- 
vidence called to be teachers of others, feta double guard upon 
their words, not only in public, but in private too, as peculiar 
notice will be taken of them; and the honour of religion, one 
way or another, be greatly affected by the tenour of their dif- 
courfes. And let the awful account, which fuch are to give, the 
greater judgment they are to expect, prevent any from intruding 
themfelves into fuch an office, without fuitable qualifications, and 
a regular call. May God enable them to judge rightly concern=* 
ing that call; and where it is indeed given, may his grace fur- 
nilb them for their work, and his mercy cover thofe many imper- 
fettions, which the beft will fee room to acknowledge and la- 
ment. 


Sie Ne tke aes Se 


The apoftle urges a candid benevolent difpofition, guarding them 
againft cenforioufnefs and animofitiesy and that love of the world 
which tends to excite them; to reftrain which he recommends an 
humble application to God for Divine influences. James Ill. 13, 
---1V. 10. ane 


James ERs 13. James IEF. 13, 
Mast are naturally defirous of the repu- HO is a wife man 
~ tation of an underftanding {uperior to others: andeltdued with 


confider what is the beft difplay of it. Hho Cis] “NOW*B® sPonett 
wife, and a man of fenfe among you? let him a 


foew 


R 


The wifdom from above ts pure, peaceable, gentle: 


you? let him thew 
out of a good conver- 
age : ; 

jation his works with 


'59 


JSbew himfelf to be pofleft of the -moft valuable Sect. 


kind of knowledge, by exhibiting out of a good 


6. 


mecknefs of wifdom. holy and ufeful converfation, his honourable and James 
beneficent works: And let him do this, not Ul. 13. 


14 But if ye have 
bitter envying, and 
ftrife in your hearts, 
glory not, and lie 
not againft the truth, 


1s This wifdom 
defcendeth net from 
above, but is earthly, 


fenfnal, devilih. 


x6 For where en- 
yying and ftrife is, 
there is confufion, 
and every eyil work. 


17 But the wifdom 
that ie from above 
is firft pure, then 
peaceable, _ gentle, 
and eafy to be intreat- 
ed, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without 

- partiality, and with- 
eut bypocrify, 


18 And the fruit 
of 


with vain oftentation, or rigorous zeal, but 
with the meekne/s and gentlenefs of true wi/dom. 
But if ye have bitter zeal againft each other, 
and uncharitable contention in your hearts, boaft 
not of your improvements in Chriftianity, and 
lie not againft the truth by fuch groundleis pre- 
tenfions. This 1s not the wifdom that cometh 
down from above, and which that religion that 
our Divine Mafter brought from heaven teach- 
es us; dut it [is] on the contrary, earthly, fen- 
fual, and even diabolical?. It takes its rife'from 
confiderations relating to the prefent world, ob- 
jects which gratify only our fenfes, the inferior 
part of our nature, and which are the baits of 
the devil’s temptations, by which he endeavours 
to difhonour our profeflion, and ruin our fouls. 
For it is evident in fact, that where uncharita- 


14 


16 


ble zeal and contention, [is,| there [is] wild ° 


confufion and diforder, and every other evil and 
pernicious work: all the turbulent ‘paffions are 
in exercife, and a thoufand irregular and fatal 
effects are produced, But the wifdom (which 
is| from above of celeftial original, 7s firf? pure 
from all unclean and corrupt mixtures, and a- 
greeable to the tenor of Divine and evangelical 
truth; Fen in confequence of that, peaceable and 
pacific, defirous to make and maintain peace; 
moderate and gentle, eajfily to be intreated, per- 
fuaded and reconciled, where any matters of 
difguft may have arifen; full of mercy and good 
fruits, compafiionate to the afflicted, beneficent 
to all; without partiality to thofe of our own 
fentiments and denomination, to the injury of 
others; and without hypocrify, meaning all the 
kindnefs it expreffes, and glad to extend its good 
offices as univerfally as poflible. And thus 
the good man recommends and adorns religion, 
and in this he finds his own true{t account; for 


where- 
IW He) PR BS 


a Earthly, fenfual, diabolical.) Dr Bates is earthly the fecond /enfual, the third dia~ 
fuppofes this refers to the shree grand  bolical, being the fin by which the devils 
temptations of the world, avarice, a love fell. Bates’ Works, p. 339. 


of pleafure, and ambitions the firft of which 


» 


b The 
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* 


Whereas wars and contentions come from mens lufts. 
Sect. whereas the wrath of man, as I obferved, work- of tighteoufnefs is 


eth not the righteoufmels of God, the bleffed 
fruit of righteoufne/s is fown in peace for thofe 


Ill. 18. that make peace ®; perfons of fuch a fpirit pro- 


VV: 


i 


mote the {pread of the gofpel, that great root of 
righteoufnefs; and while a harveft of goodnefs 
by this means {prings up in the minds of others, 
they fhall themfelves in due time reap joy and 
bledling in the comforts of the prefent life, and 
in the fruits of a glorious immortality. 

On the.other hand, when we come to confi- 
der the effeCts of a contrary difpofition, haw me- 
Jancholy and how dreadful are they! Whence 
[are] wars and fightings among you S ? Whence 
all the fhocking {cenes; which private quarrels, 
and public wars occafion; even all the carnage 
of the field of flaughter, and the barbarous at- 
tempts: which human creatures and_ brethren 
make to deftroy.one another? [Js-2t] not hencey 


fram your fenfual dufts and appetites, which firft 


war in your members; that is, do firft as it were, give 
battle to your rational powers, and then turn the 
feveral members of your bodies into weapons of 
mifchief and deftruction? Ye covet this and 
that pleafure and gratification, and in your pre- 
fent circumftances, ye find that ye Aave not 4 
the means of procuring it; andstherefore ye are 
ready 

MeN Oe Lacy Se 

b The fruit of righteoufnefs, &c.} Pof- 


fown in peace of them 
that make peace, 


WWier, ¥) fo From 
whence come wars and 
fightings among you? 
come they not hence, 
even of your Inits 


that war ia your 

members ? 
2 Ye luft, and 
haye 


fibly it might have bheen- rendered, The 
Fruit of righteoufnefs in peace is fown for 
tiem that make peace.\ Avs if it had. been 
faid, They who thew a peacefa? temper, 
(fuppofing it to proceed from right prin- 
ciples,) may affure themfelves, that they 
thall reap. a harveit, in a world. where 
righteoufne/s Aourifhes.in eternal peace. A 
feed is fown, and it will {pring up, and 
make them ample amends for all the in- 
juries they have fuftained in a contentious 
world. 

© Wars and fightings.} The contentious 
fpirit of the Jews was very apparent, and 
drew on them fpeedy deftruétion; as ma- 
ny ‘wrilers haye juftly obferved on this 
text. Plato fays, ** Nothing but the bo- 
*«« dy, and its lufts and appetites, kindle 
‘* fedition, quarrels and wars in the 
*¢ world.”?» But Mr Blackwall obferves, 
that the fentiment is here exprefled with 
greater vivacily 5 and another beautiful 


‘or between one luft and another. 


metaphor is added, Your lufts which war 
in your members; intimating, that there is 
a {tate of civi/ war in the foul, either be- 
tween fenfual inclinations and confcience, 
Black- 
wall's Sacr. Claff- vol, 1. p. 212. 

@- Yecovet, and-have not.) Dr Whitby 
explains this particularly of the Jews. 
They /uffed after two things, freedom 
from tribute, and dominion over neigh- 
bouring nations; and they continually 
prayed for thefe, without confidering whe- 
ther they were indeed agreeable to the 
willof God; and aiming at nothing more 
than the gratification of their feafual de- 
fires in them, But the apo/fle feems to 
imply, they would have had the defireable 
things here referred to, if they had afked 
aright; and 1 think, that a good reafon 
for the more extenfive fenfe, which, ac- 
cording to my ufual manner, I have gi- 
yen to the words, 


€ Ye 


t 


' 
have not: ye kill, 
and defire to have, 
and cannot obtainj 
ye fight and war, yet 
ye have not, becaufe 
ye afk not. 


3 Ye afk, and re- 
ceive not, becanfe 
ye afk amifs, that ye 
may confume it upon 
fyour lufts. 


a Ye adulterers, 
and adultereffes, 
know ye not that the 
friendfhip of the 
world is enmity with 
God ? whofoever 
therefore will be a 
friend of the world, 
is the enemy of God. 


_ § Doye think that 
the fcripture faith in 
vain, 


© Ye kill.] Beza,-and Erafmus Schmi- 


dius, would read it 


though without the authority of a fingle 
But flaughter is agreeable 
enough to what was faid above of wars 
and fightings, and to the contentious and 
_ Sanguinary temper of the Jews. isa 


manu{cript. 


They received not, becatife they afked amifs : 


ready to kill © one another becaufe you ftand in 
each others way, and one poflefles what another 
would be glad to poflefs, even though it were 
at the expence of the owner’s life. Becaufe ye 
thus earneftly defire for yourfelves, and envy 
each other the poffeflion of what ye cannot ob- 
tain, ye quarrel and fight, make one injury be- 
get another, till ye come to wage a confirmed 
war with each other. Yet after all, ye mifs the 
fureft way of obtaining the moft defirable blef- 
fings, which would be earneftly to feek them of 
God in prayer; but this is omitted, and fo ye 
have not the bleflings ye might otherwife eafily 
obtain, becaufe you afk not. Or if you do 
pray, it is with little devotion, and fo to little 
purpofe: ye afk and receive not, becaufe ye afk 
amifs, without a becoming faith and fervency, 
or without that regard to the glory of God, 
which ought to animate all your defires. Where- 
as ye feek thefe things only, that ye may /quan- 
der them away upon your lufts, and indulge 
yourfelves in the height of luxurious pleafure, 
while your poor brethren are in the la{t necef- 
fity; and furely the dearer any man is to God, 
the lefs likely will he be to fucceed in fuch pe- 
titions as thefe. Ye adulterers and adultere/- 
jes, (forl cannot give you a milder name, while 
guilty of this {piritual whoredom, while you are 
lavifhing away your beit affetions upon objects 
fo far beneath him to whom you have vowed 
them,) know ye not, that the friend/bip of the 
world, which you fo much.court and carefs, is 
enmity againft God? Whoever therefore will be 
a friend to the world, and refolves to purfue it 
as his chief good, is by a neceflary confequence 
declared and adjudged to be an enemy § of God, 
as he will be led into that rebellion againtt his 
law which makes up the grand character of that 
enmity. Do you think the foripture [peaks in 
vain in all the paflages in which it guards us 

again{t 

NAO Wek Se Ss 

f Is adjudged to be an enemy.) So Dr 
eSoverle, ye envy, Barrow, (fee his Works, vol. 1. p. 228.) 
juttly obfcrves, that the word xaSicatoe 
fignifies; and there is a confiderable em~ 
phafis in the expreflion : itis now declared 
and adjudged beyond controverfy, that he 
n enemy of God. | me 
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162 For God refifteth the proud, but favoureth the humble. 


Sect. againft fuch a temper as this, 
6. 


and leads the 
mind directly to God, as the fupreme good ; 


James teaching usto abandon every thing for him? Or | 
IV. 5. does the Holy Spirit that dwells in us Chriftians, “ 


6 ment of it? No: 


9 principles of it at all. 


luft to envy? does it encourage thefe worldly 
affeCtions, this ftrife and envying which we 
haye reproved? or can it be imagined, that we 
who appear to have fo much of the Spirit, have 
any interefted views in the cautions we give, 
and would perfuade you from the purfuit of the 
world, becaufe we fhould envy you the enjoy- 
But we rather pity fuch 
fond and wretched attachments; for he gives us 
greater degrees of graces than to leave us the 
flaves of fo wretched a difpofition; as it is faid 
in thofe ever-memorable words, [Proy. iii. 34.] 
God fets himfelf in battle-array againft the proud, 
but to the lowly he giveth grace and favour. 


7 Subjeét yourfelves therefore to Gods and being 


lifted in his army, keep the rank ® which he has 
affigned you; refit the devil fteadily and coura- 
geoufly, as the great enemy of your eternal fal- 
vation; and though he may for a while combat 
you with his varied temptations, he will at 
length flee from you, and your progrefs in reli- 
gion, and your victory over your {fpiritual ad- 
verfaries, will grow daily more eafy. Draw 
near to God with humble fubmiffion and earneft 
prayer, and he will draw near to you with mer- 
zh Cleanfe { your] hands, O ye finners, from 
all the pollutions with which they are ftained; 
and reft not merely in a freedom from evil ac- 
tions, but labour to purify [your] hearts as much 


as poflible, from all irregularities of affection, ° 


O ye double-minded, who continue thus wavering 
between God and the world, and have as yet 
learned to exert fo little refolution in religion, 
that it is matter of doubt, whether you have any 
And when you reflect 
upon the former part of life, fo unprofitably and 
fo unworthily fpent, /ament the guilt of fuch a 


con- 

Ne Oo Te Be Bs 
g Does the Spirit—luff, &c.] This 29. 
rendering, (with Dr Whitby,) I prefer 
to our own, which intimates the latter 
claufe to be a quofation. Bifliop Patrick 
fuppofes it is borrowed from Numb. xi. 


vain, The fpirit that 
dwelleth in us luffeth 
to envy? 


6 But he giveth 
‘more grace: where- 
fore he faith; God 
refifteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unte 
the humble. 


7 Submit yourfelves 
therefore to God; 
refift the devil, and 
he will flee from yous 


8 Draw nigh td 
God, and he will 
draw nigh to you: 
Cleanfe your hands, 
ye finners ; and puri- 
fy your hearts, ye 
double-minded. 


6 Be afflicted, and 
mourn, 


But I think it would be doing great 
violence to that text, to fuppofe this an 
intended quotation from thence. 

h Keep the rank.] So the expreffion, 
umoleynle properly and exactly fignifies. 


Reflections on our obligations to peace, humility, &c. 
mourn, and weep: conduct; and mourn and weep for the miferies to 
fet your laughter be hich is py fel b d 
turned to mourning, Which you have expofed yourfelves by it. An 
and your joy to hea inftead of thefe vain indulgences, let your laugh- 
Vinels. nee ter be turned into mourning, and [your] ill- timed: 
pele vay st Joy, into expieflions of the deepelt forrow. On 
Sel ard. nee arent the whole, Aumble yourfelves ini the very duft de- 
dift you up. fore the Lord, whom by your fins you have of- 

fended; and you may hope he will return to you 
in the thetliods of his mercy, and rai you up 


again from that proftrate condition. 


IMPROVEMENT. : 


163 


es 


Riess 
Jaines 


IV. 9. 


10 


EF we defire the character of wifdom, let us learn from the ora- Chap. 
cles of eternal truth, how it is to be obtained,---by meckne/s iti- 13. 


and a good converfation. Let us avoid that infernal wifdom, here 


fo feverely and juftly branded, which confifts in knowing the 
moft effectual methods to diftrefs others. On the contrary, let 
us pray, and ftudy, and labour for that which is from above, and 
of which fo amiable a character is here given. And fo far as it 
can be obtained without injuring confcience, let us cultivate uni- 
verfal peace; and let a gentle and placable temper, an impartial 
and fincere difpofition, be ever inviolably preferved, even when 
we are obliged to contend with others, about matters of the high- 
eft importance; remembering, that the more facred the caufe is, 
the more folicitous we fhould be that we do not injure it by a 
paflionate or iniquitous management of it. Thus let us /ow the 
fruits of righteoufne/s in peace, and wait the promiled harvef ; 

leaving wars and contentions to others, lamenting them, and 
praying that God would caufe them entirely to ceafe. And that 


we may be lefs obnoxious to thofe temptations, whereby others 


are betrayed into them; let us endeavour to guard againtt tl thofe 
lufis and paffions which give a difproportionate value to the ob- 
jeéts about which thofe contentions arife. Does God brand them 
with this character of adultery? Let us preferve our fouls pure 
from fuch affections, as ever we defire that our prayers fhould be 
acceptable to God. May his grace fubdue all the workings of 
pride, of luxury, and of envy; and produce in our hearts more 
and more of that Aumuility, to which he will give more grace; en- 
gaging us, when thus invited, to draw near to fim, to afk aright 
what we need from him, ‘patting his promife that he will dr es 
nigh to us, and that when we humble ourfelves before him, be will 

raifeus up. Cleanfing our hands, \et us endeavour to purify our 
hearts too. So may thofe who have hitherto been double-mind- 
ed, hope to attain an effadlifbment in religion, in conjunction 
with that effahblifhed peace, which no carnal affeGion, even when 


moft fully gratified, can either afford or admit. - 
~ Nou. Vi. I x 2 Oil Oo! 


15 


17 


13 
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164 They foould not Speak evil of one another; 


SE Ore ora. 


The apoftle fuggefis particular cautions againft evil-/peaking, and 
vain confidence in the events of futurity, or in any worldly pof- 
felfions, which often prove a temptation to luxury, and an occa- 
fron of ruin ; and concludes the feétion with encouraging and ex- 
horting affliéted and oppreffed Chriftians to wait patiently for 
the coming of their Lord. James IV. 11.---V. 8. 


Ped James IV. 11. James IV. x1. 

SECT, L ET me-now charge you, my brethren, that GP2Ax not evil one 

4. ' ; j ; A of another, bre- 
ye /peak not evil of one another ; for he that wien perl 

ew) so ; : : é ren. Hethat {peak- 

James /peaketh evil of [his] brother, and gudgeth [his] eth evil of bis bro- 

IV. 11. brother with a rath feverity, therein /peaketh ther, and judgeth bis 

il of the la djudgeth the law; condemn- Prcthers fpeaketh e- 
bid Ae Pirlo esc! haat 4 oe vil of the law, and 
ing it as if it were an erroneous rule, in fo ex- judgeth the law: but 
prefsly forbidding fuch a condu&t *. But if if thou judge the law, 
thou thus judgeft the law, and paffeft, as it were, ‘Row st nota doer of 
JOS ’ P ? 9 the law, but a judge. 
a condemning fentence upon it, thou art then 
not a doer of the law, but ajudge. And how 
the arroganee of fetting up fuch a fuperiority to 
the great Governor of-the univerfe will pafs, 
when, it comes under his final review, it well 
¥2 becomes you ferioufly to confider. For it is ta There * one 
: Sa : : aw-giver who 1 
certain, there is one great almighty Law-giver, 311. . Serer sas 
who is able abundantly fo affert the honour of deftroy : who art 
his own government; and as he can fave his pou ee 
faithful and obedient fubje€is from the greateft ‘"“"* 
extremity of danger and calamity, fo he is alfo 
able to deffroy the moft obftinate and audacious 
rebel, and to {mite him with irrecoverable ruin 
in the full career of his crimes. Who art thou 
thetefore that judgeft another ? and dareft to in- 
vade the office of this fupreme and univerfal 
Law-giver, and thereby expofeft thyfelf to his 
condemnation ? 

13 But to infift no further upon this; let me now _13_: Goto now, ye 
turn myfelf to thofe who are quite immerfed in that 
their worldly fchemes, and promife themfelves 
afluredly an opportunity to accomplifh, them. 


Come 
AN O IY Be 
2 Speaketh evil of [his]. brether, &c.] ~metes, that as the ceremonia? law was not 
Dr Whitby explains this of the unbelie- originally intended for the Gentiles, this 
ving Jéws reproaching their Chriffian conduét was a refleQion upon the wi/dom 
brethren for their non-obfervation of the of God in giving it. But I chufé the 
Modfaic law; and‘thinks, the apo/fle inti-_ more ewxtenfive explication. 


nor foould they prefume on the events of futurity. 


that fay,:'To-day or 
‘To-morrow we will 
go into fuch a city, 
and continue there a 
year, and buy and fell, 
and-get gain: 

14 Whereas ye 
know not what foall 
be on the morrow: 
for what is your 
life ; it is even a va- 
pour that appeareth 


for a little time, and- 


then yanifheth away. 


xs For that ye 
aught to fay, If the 
Lord will, we thall 
live, and do this or 
that. 


16 But now ye re- 

joice in your boaft- 

ings: all fuch rejoi- 
cing is evil. 

37 Therefore to 
him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth 
it not, to kim it is 
fin, 


V.x1. Go to now, 
é Ae 


Come now, ‘ye that fay, To-day, or To-morrew, 
we will goto fuch a city, andf/pend a year there, 
and traffic, and get gain by our merchandize, 
and then return and enjoy the fruits of our la- 
bours. Alas! upon what an uncertainty do 
you proceed in fuch a fuppofition as this ! where- 
as inftead of being able to count on a year to 
come, ye know not even what [ fball be] on the 
morrow, and much lefs, what the days and 
months of a year may bring forth. For what 
[is] your life, upon the continuance of which all 
your worldly projects depend? For it is only like 
‘a vapour that appearéth for a little while, and 
then vanifbes away, and is feen no more; how 
gay foever its form might be, and how wide fo- 
ever it might have extended itfelf. Whereas 
ye Lought] to fay in confideration of this, Jf the 
great Lord of our lives will pleafe to lengthen 
them, we /hall live, and do this or that, intima- 
ting even by your manner of f{peaking, the fenfe 
that you have, of his being able at pleafure to 
cut you fhort in all your purpofes and appoint- 
ments. But now you rejoice in your boaftings ; 
you take pleafure in this arrogant and confident 
manner of talking; whereas, al! fuch rejoicing 
is evil, and ought to be corrected : And fo 
much the rather, as you have been better in- 
ftructed than many others, and therefore ought 
to fhew the good effect of thefe inftruCtions. 
For to him that knows to do good, and does it not, 
to him it is aggravated fin; and it would have 
been much better for him, that he had wanted 
that degree of knowledge he had, than that he 
fhould thus abufe it. s 

I dire&t thefe things efpecially to thofe who 
have the advantage of the Chriftian revelation 
and inftitutions; but I confine not myfelf whol- 
ly to them. Let others pay them regard, in 
proportion to the degree in which they have op- 
portunities of attaining Divine knowledge. Let 
them take the greateft care, that they do not 
abufe it. And let thofe efpecially be careful, 
whom Providence has diftinguifhed by the ful- 
nefs of their circumftances; which often proves 
a temptation to vice, though it fhould in: all 
reafon and_ gratitude be an engagement to virtue 


and piety. Experience will foon teach ona 
uch 
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They are reminded of their oppreffion and luxury. 


see. fuch the vanity of thofe things in which they 


7. 


Lew 
James 
ois 


vy proaching. 


3 your garments are moth-eaten. 


4 your infinite vexation and diftrefs. 


5 of hofts. 


pride themfelves, and which embolden them in 
their tranigreflions of the Divine law. Come 
now therefore, ye rich men >, weep, and even 
howl over the miferies that gre {peedily coming 
upon you, in thole days which are nearly ap- 
You have been folicitous to lay 
up abundant ftores for your future fubfiftence 
and fecurity ; but your riches are corrupted, and 
Your gold, 
and your filver, which fhould have been bright- 
ened by a generous circulation, have been hoard- 
ed up, tillthey are cankered, and their ruft 
Shall be a witnefs againf? you in the fight of God, 
and fo bring upon you fuch awful rebukes from 
him, that it /ball, as it were, eat into your fle/b, 
with an anguifh as piercing and corroding as 
fire itfelf. Ye have laid up treafures for the laft 
days ©; for the laft days are now coming, and 
the enemy fhall feize and diffipate them all to 
Behold 
the wages of the labourers, who have reaped your 
fields, who have been defrauded by you of their 
due reward, crieth for vengeance again{t you; 
and the out-cries of thofe who have gathered in 
your harveft, have come into the ears of the Lord 
Ye have lived delicately and luxu- 
rioufly upon the earth, indulging yourfelves in 
every defire that rofe in your minds, without 
reftraint. Ye have pampered your hearts, as 
beafts are fed for a day of flaughter 4; and truly 
to you it is much nearer than you are aware. 
And well has the vengeance been deferved by 
yous; for ye have condemned, [and] at lait mur- 
dered the righteous one, the Son of God him- 

felf; 

N20: ‘Tock. 


ye rich men, weep 
and howl for your 
miferies, that fhalt 
come upon you. 


‘ 


2 Your riches are 


corrupted, and your 


garments are moth- 
eaten, 


3 Your gold and 
filver is cankered ; 
and the ruft of them 
fhail be a witnefs a- 
gainft you, and fhalk 
eat your flefh as it 
were fire: ye have 
heaped treafure to~, 
gether for the laft 
days. 


4 Behold, the hire. 
of the labourers, who 
have reaped down 
your fields, which is 
of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth: and 
the cries of them 
which have reaped, 
are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of 
fabaoth. : 

5 Ye have lived in 


-pleafure on the earth, 


and been wanton; ye 
have nourifhed your 
hearts, asin a day 

of flaughter. 
6 Ye have con- 
demned and killed the 
— jatt; 


b Ye rich men, &c.] Fofephus, ( Bell. 
Fud. v.20, 30. iv. 19.) particularly ob- 
ferves, how much the rich men fuffered 
by the Romans in the Jewith war.—I 
have rendered raraimyerass Talc ETEG YO“ 
peeve, miferies which are coming upon 
you, and I think it more agreeable to the 
original, than our Englifh verfion, exeg- 
‘xourvars being a participle of the prefent 
rene. 

© The laft days.| ‘This phrafe does not 
mercly fignify, for the time to come, but 
for that period, when the whole Jewifh 


economy was to clofe, and when thofe 
awful judgments, threatened in the pro- 
phets 10 be poured out upon wicked men 
in the Jaff days, are juft coming. As ii. 
17. Heb. 1.2. 2 Pets iii..3. and the like. 
Compare Mat. xxiv. 33, 34. 1 Cor x. 11. 

ad For a day of flaughter: we ev nucoe 
cgayns.} ‘There are fome who render 
this, asin @ feftival, when many facrifi- 
ces are flain, But Wolfius obferves, that 
the word is always ufed in the Seventy to, 
fignity not a day of fea/ting, but of flaugh- 
ter. i 

i € Nos 


Reflections on the duty of the rich. 


16% 


juft; andhe doth not felf; [and] he doth not yet refi/t you © with that Stet, 


PAO! > ~difplay of power which he can eafily exert to 


Me 


your utter deftruction; but the day will fpeedi- james 


ly come, when God will avenge his caufe, and 
pour out the judgment he has threatened, on 
thofe who have treated him in fo bafe and un- 
worthy a manner. 

7 Bepatientthere- Since this is the cafe, fince our Divine Ma- 
Be ese tre {ter has met with fuch injurious treatment, and 
Lord. Behold, the borne it with fuch fteady patience; be ye there- 
hufbandman waiteth fore, my brethren, long-fuffering and patient, 
for the precious fruit even rill the coming of the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
of the earth, and , Y he i 
hath long patience behold. the hufbandman waiteth for the precious 
for it, until he re- fruit of the earth; [and] though it does not 
liter Gy apd immediately appear, when fown, or ripen, when 

it appears; yet he exercifeth patience with re- 
spect to it, till he receive the former rain, to 
produce it, and the latter, to bring it on to per- 

8 Be ye alfo pati- feCtion. Be ye alfo patient, and /trengthen 
Ga seetabliGs, your hearts i drefolution; for the 
hearts: for the co. J04" Hearts in. every good re is 
ming of the Lord appearance of the Lord is near ; he will quickly 
draweth nigh. come, and reward all your long-fuffering, and 

take vengeance on your implacable enemies, 
for all the outrages they have committed againft 


. you. 
Tia. Re Oa he Ie 


ot the Jaw of that one great Legiflator, who is able both to 
4 fave and to deftroy, be always ferioufly remembered and con- 
fidered ; that we may not affront his authority in pretending to 
judge others, nor fet up for judges, and in effect condemners of the 
law, by the feverity of thofe cenfures which we pafs upon our 
brethren. We are happy in knowing that facred rule of life, if 
we obey it; otherwife, that know/edge of it which adds an aggra- 
vation even to fins of omiffion, will much more aggravate every 
prefumptuous oppo/ition to it. 

Let us look on this world, as a fcene of great uncertainty ; and 
on hfe, as a flattering vapour, which vani/bes while we are be- 
holding it; and let a fenfe of its fhortnefs and uncertainty, and of 
our own ignorance what /hall be on the morrow, engage us to be 
very careful, that we do not prefume upon the future, as if it 

were 

Nv Over. 
€ Not refif? you.} Inftead of ovx, Dr Memoirs of Literat. vol. VI. p. 173. O- 
Bentley would read oxs, for o xve:@, the thers interpret it of the meck fufferings of 
Lord; and would render it, and the Lord the difciples of Chritt, in conformity to 


refifts you, that is, you have brought the the example of their Matter. 
vengeance of his almighty arm upon you. 


V. 6. 


8 


17 
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) They foould not be incenfed agatnft each other ; 


were in our own power; but fet ourfelves with all poffible dili- 
gence to improve prefent time, referring the difpofal of all future 
events, to the wifdom of that God on whom it depends to deter- 
mine whether we /ball live, and do this, or that. 

Let:rich men read the addrefs of the apof/e to perfons in their 
circumftances, with holy awe, and with a jealoufy over them- 
felves, left their prefent pro/perity be fucceeded with mifery, and 
their joy with weeping and howling ; as it undoubtedly will be, if 
wealth be wnju/tly gotten, or fordidly hoarded up, or luxuriou/ly 
employed to pamper their appetites, while the trueft and nobleft 


-ufe of it, the relief of the poor, and the benefit of mankind, is 


forgotten. Efpecially have they reafan to tremble, who abufe 
wealth and power as the inffruments of oppreffion; foon will all 
their ftores be waj/ted, foon will they become naked and indigent, 
and find a terrible account remaining, when all the gaieties and 
pleafures of life are utterly vanifhed. In the mean time, the 
faints of God may be among the poor and the oppreffed ; but let 
them wait patiently for the day of the Lord, for his coming ts near. 
They fow in tears, but let them comfort their hearts with the 
view of the harvefl; in like manner as the hufbandman demands 
not immediately the fruit of that feed he has committed to the 
furrows. Adored be that kind Providence, which giyes the for- 
mer and the latter rain, in its feafon. To him, from whom we 
have received the bounties of nature, let us humbly look for the 
bleffings of grace, and truft him to fulfill all his promifes, who 
without a promife to bind him, in particular inftances, gives us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful feajons, filling our hearts with food 
and gladnefs. Ads xiv. 17. : 


Oe OURS Osials Wee (56 P 


He concludes the epiftle with inculcating moderation and fortitude 
cautioning them againft profane and vain fwearing, and recom- 
mending prayer, a ready acknowledgment of our faults, and a 
Heuleens concern for the common falvation. James V. Q, to 
the end. “ 


James coe James V. 9. 
AND now, to draw toa conclufion, be not GiRvvGE not one 
~*~ inwardly incenfed againft each other, bre- againfh another, 


thren, fo as to grudge or envy one another any bre= 


fuperior advantages in life, or to harbour even 
that malignity of difpofition which fhould groan 
in 


but imitate the long-fuffering of the prophets. 


brethren, left ye be 
condemned: behold, 
the Judge ftandeth 
before the door. 


ge \ 


xo Take, my bre- 
thren, the prophets, 
who have fpoken in 
the name of the 
Lord, for an exam- 
ple of fuffering afflic- 
tion, and of patience. 


tr Behold, we 
count them happy 
which endure. Ye 
have heard of the pa- 
tience of Job, and 
have feen the end of 
the Lord: that the 
Lord is very pitiful 
and of tender mercy. 


12 But above all 


, things, my brethren, 


neither 


by 


fwear not, 
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in fecret *, while it wants-opportunities of mif- Sect. 
8. 


chief; that you yourlelves be not condemned, for 
behold the Fudge is fanding before the hore he 
is now prefent, and fees all the irregularities of 
your tempers, as well as actions; in confequenee 
of which, he will quickly bring thefe inward 
diforders of mind into judgment, as well as the 
enormities of the life. And that you may be 
fortified againft fuch trying circumftances, my 
brethren, take for an example of enduring ad: 
verfity, and of long-/uffering under the greateft 
provocations, the holy prophets of old, who /pake 
to our fathers in the name of the Lord, and gave 
fuch convincing evidences of their Divine in- 
fpiration. [Heb. xi. 36, 37.] _ Behold, .in 
this refpe&t we effeem them happy», who endure 
fteadily and patiently the trials which God ap- 
points for them. In this view, ye have heard of 
the celebrated patience of ~ob, with how much 
honour it is proclaimed from generation to ge- 
neration ; and ye have alfo feen the end of the 
Lord‘, how much to his honour, and how much 
to his comfort, his various and heavy afilictions 
concluded ; that the Lordis full of compaffion, 
and of tender mercy ; and it is with the bowels 
of an affeCtionate father, that he corrects his be- 
loved children, not for his own gratification, but 
from a view to their advantage. 

Among other effects of that impatience, a- 
gainft which I am cautioning you, may be reck- 
oned the irreverent ufe of the name of God, 
and profane oaths and exeerations, into. which 
in the tranfport of their criminal paffions, fome 
unhappy wretches are ready to fall; but be you 
above all things, my brethren, careful, that ye 
fwear not, upon fuch occafions; or on any 

other, 
NRE OD Tem S38 


®@ Groan in fecret.] Thus I have pa- 
raphrafed the words, becaufe it is well 
known, that the original ceveatele, (as Beza 
obferves,) has this fignification. Juftin 
Martyr repr efents the Jewith converts, as 
the wor/? fort’ of Chriflians, who were 
apt to be impatient of the Gentile yoke, 
and to retain their attachment to the 
views of a /emporal kingdom. 


b We cleem them happy, hase The 


_apafile {peaks of this, not only as his own 


judgment, but that of a// Chriftians who 
judged right, and wnderftood the nature 
of things. And it is indecd a judg- 
ment in which all Chriftians fhould be 


agreed, 

© Seen the end of the Lord.] tis ob- 
fervable, that in fob xlii. 7, &c. God 
decides the caufe in his favour, and cats 


him his fervant ob- four times in the 
compafs of a few verfes. 


a Swear 


wey 
James 
Vio 


Ee) 


176 The fick to be healed with anointing, and the prayer of faith } 
Cay other, lightly and profanely 4, neither by heaven, 


James 


Vi 12: 


13. 


14 


15 


you affiiéted 2 


means think, that this is advifed merely 


the chrane of God, nor by sarah: his footftool, 
nor by any other oath; but remietibef the com- 
mand of our bleffed Lord, (Mat. v. 37.) and 
let your yea be yea, and [your] nay nays con: 
tent yourfelves with a fimple afirmation or nes 
gation, and take care to maintain fuch conftant 
integrity in all your words, that nothing more 


may be needful to gain them eredit; that ye 


may not fall under condemnation for profaning 
the name of Gods and lefflening the regard due 
to an oath, when ufed on the moft folemn and 
neceflary ottalions: 

Accuftom yourfelves to the frequent exercifes 
of devotion, as what will have the fureft ten- 
dency to promote the comfort and happinefs of 
your lives in every circumftance. Js any among 
let him pray, and caft the burden 
of his cares and forrows upon the compaflionate 
God, always ready to fuftain his people. Js a- 
ny ated in eafy and agreeable circumftances ? 
let him rejoice in God; and jing pfalms of 
praife to him, in a thankful acknowledgment of 
his' mercies. 

Is any one among you fick ? let him under his 
confinement call for the‘elders of the church ; 
and let them pray over him for his recovery, a- 
nointing him with oil in the name of the Lord Je- 
{us Chrift, if they feel themfelves fo inftigated 
to do it by the fecret workings of the Spirit of 
grace upon their minds, as may encourage them 
to hope for an extraordinary cure: And the 
prayer of faith*, in fuch a cireumflance as thisy 

Soall 
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d Swear not.) This the Jews were ve- 
ry apt to do upon trifling occafions. 

© The prayer of faith.) 1 can by no 


phyfically. By the prayer of faith, Lunder- 
ftand, {uch a faith as is founded on fome 
more than ordinary imprejfion, by which 
God intimated an intention of working a 
miracle; and I look upon it as a very con- 
fiderable proof, that, as the power of 
working miracles was not ab/olutely con- 
fined to the apoji/es, fo it might in fome 
inftances continue fomething Jonger in the 
church than their, days. Lord \Barring- 
ton indeed thinks, that the expreffion, 7f 


judge. 
he bath commitied fin, &c. refers to the 


t 


by heaven, neithet 
_ by the earth, neither 
by any other oath: — 
but let your yea be 
yea, and your nay 
nay; left ye fall inte 
condemnation. 


13 Is any among 
you afflicted ? let him 
pray. Is any merry? 
let him fing pfalms. 


r4 Is any fick @- 
mong you? let him 
call for the elders of 
the church; and let 
them pray over him, | 
anointing him with 
oil in the name of 
the Lord: 


1s And the pray- 
er 


commiffion of fuch a fin as had engaged 
the apoftle to deliver them to Satan, in’ 
order to corporeal punifhment. 
hardly think an elder of the church would 
then have been mentioned; ‘and one can- 
not imagine, that when the apoftles were 
fo few, and two of them comparative= 
ly fo feldom together, the expreffion, 
‘¢ Send for the elders of the church,” fhould 
mean, Send for fome of the apofiles. 
vattly different this is from the extreme 
unition, practifed by the papifts, not for 
cure, but only when life is de/paired of, 1 
think every reafonable man may ealily 


But i 


How 


£ Conan 


Sor the prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
er of faith fhall fave (hall fave and recover the fick; and the Lord Secs 


the fick, and the 


Lord thal raife him Soall, in anfwer to prayer, raife him up; and if 
up; and if he have be hath committed fins, which have brought this 
committed fins, they ficknefs upon him by way of extraordinary pu= V. 15: 


thall be forgiven him. 


nifhment, they fball be forgiven him; and the 


Lord fhall have mercy upon him, and recover 
him according to the words of his fervant. 


16 Confefs your 
‘faults one to another, 
and pray one for a- 


When you are con{cious of having been real- 
ly to blame, do not perverfely vindicate a con- 


mother, that ye may duct which your own hearts condemn, but be 


be healed: The ef- 
fetual fervent pray- 
er of a righteous man 
availeth much. 


frank in acknowledging it. Confe/s [your] faults 
one te another £ for we are all too ready to ftum- 
ble in the way of our duty; and pray for one a- 


nother, efpecially when your brethren are under 
God’s affli€ting hand, or have been under any 
vifible declenfion in religion, that you may be 


healed, and recovered. 
righteous man, the effet of 


The earneft prayer of 4 
good afteCtions 


" wrought in his heart by the energy of the Holy 


17 Elias was a Spirit 8, is of great efficacy. 


man fubjeét to like 
paffions as we are, 


Many inftances 


of this you know are recorded in feripture; and 


and he prayed ear- among others, that of Elijah, who was aman 


neftly that it might 
not rain: and_ it 
rained not on the. 


fubjeét to the like infirmities with us, (compare 
Acts xiv. 15.) and had himfelf no greater com- 


earth by thé fpace of mand over the clouds and the rain than any of 


three years and fix us ; 
months, 


yet he prayed with a prayer, that is, with 
great faith and fervency, that it might not rain 3 


whieh was not the effe& of any refentment he 
had againft his country for the ill ufage he met 
with, but in obedience to a fecret intimation, 
that it was the will of God to glorify himfelf by 
fending upon them fuch a punifhment for their 
idolatry : and the event, though fo improbable, 
was correfpondent to his prayer; for it rained 
not upon the land for three years and fix months; 
computing the fime from the beginning of the 


fa- 


N, 20. Pe cEaKS: 


F Confefs { your] faults, &e.] The ge- 
feral candid fenfe, which I haye given to 
the words, ahd which is a very important 
one, feems to me utterly to fuperfede a// 
pretences to claim from them any prie/fly 
power, or to the requiring confeffion in 
the manner which the church of Rome 
does. For the confeflion here mentioned 
is plainly {poken of as mutual. 

& Wrought—by the energy of: the Spirit.) 

The word evepyvuewn, as Bifhop Hoptins, 
(in his Works, p. 749.) obferves, feems 

Vou.VI. 2 


¥ 


to.imply this fenfe. I have not confined 
it to the prayer of rziraculous faith. 

i Three years and fix months.) Elijah 
is faid, 1 Kings xviii. 1, &c- to have 
flowed himfelf to Ahab, in the third year ; 
that is, ftom his going to live at Zare- 
phath, 1 Kings xvii. 8, 9, 14. but from 
the beginning to the end of the famine 
was three-years and fix months, accord- 
ing to the account given by St James, as 
alfo in Luke iy. a5. 


Save 


19% 


8. 
ew 
James 


16 


BY. 


172 «He who converts a finner, foall fave a foul from death. 


y 
Secr. 


James 


V. 18 the drought occafioned; and the fmall cloud 


9 


20 


famine to the end of it. And he prayed a- 
gain, at the end of that time, that God would 
be pleafed to remove the heavy:afiliction which 


which appeared at firft, foon fpread itfelf over 
the whole horizon, fo that the heaven gave rain 
in abundance, and the land put forth the green 
blade again, and yielded 7ts fruit in great quan- 
tity, to repay the barrennefs of former years. 
“And now brethren, let me conclude with one 
exhortation of the greateft importance both to 
yourfelves and others; which is, that you la- 
bour to the utmdft to promote the fpiritual good 
of your fellow-creatures; for if any one of you 
wander from the truth, and one turn him back 
toit, and lead him to tread its forfaken paths, 
he performs the moft important charity that can 
be imagined: For let him know, that he who 
thus turneth back a finner from the error and 
fatal wanderings of his way, {hall produce a much 
happier effect than any miraculous cure of the 
body ; for he /ball fave a precious foul from ever- 


. 


18 And he prayéd ~ 
again, and the hea- 
ven gave rain, and 
the earth brought 
forth her fruit. 


r9 Brethren, if 
any of you do err 
from the truth, and 
one convert him; 


20 Let him know, 
that he which con- 
verteth the finner 
from the error of his 
way, fhall fave a foul 
from death, and fhall 


hide a multitude of 


lafting death i, ruin and condemnation, and fo Gas. 


vail, or cover, a multitude of fins; not only procu- 
ring the pardon of thofe committed by the convert, 
but alfo engaging God to look with greater m- 
dulgence on his own charafter, and to belefs © = 
ready feverely to mark all he fhall have done 
amils. » 


FEM PoR OF BS MEE OW F. 


1 Bee it ever be remembered by a//, and efpecially by the mz- 
nifters of the gofpel, of how great importance it is to be in- 
ftrumental in faving a foul from death, an immortal foul from 
everlafting death; that fo they may be animated to the moft zea- 
lous and laborious efforts for that blefled purpofe; and think 
themfelves richly rewarded, though it were for the otherwife 
unfuccefsful labours of a whole life, by fueceeding even ina fin- — 
gle inftance. In this view, may there be a care to bring them to 


the 
NYAOe Tg 

i Save a foul from death, &c.] This tation given in the laft words of the para- 
way of expreflion intimates in the ftrong-  phrafe. See <Atterbury’s Serm. vol. 1. 
eft manner, the infinite importance of fuch p. 46,—43. Scott's Chriftian Life, vol. f.. 
an event; as to fave a foul from death, isp. 368. And I have not feen reafon, on 
yet mote than hiding the fins of the con- the moft attentive inquiry, to difallow 
vert. As cto the latter claufe, Bifhop Af the force of their arguments. Compare 
terbury, and Dr Scott, urge the interpre- x Pet. iv. 8. and the note there. 
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the truth, that fo they may be converted from their wandering S®¢7. 

ways, that their underftanding being convinced of the truth and ee) 

importance of the gofpel, their conduct may be practically influ- Ver. 20 

enced by it; and that upon fuch /feady principles, as may effec- 

tually prevent their return to their wanderings again. Thus 
_may a multitude of fins be hidden, and the glory of God, and 

the falvation of men, be effectually promoted. . 

Whatever trials we may meet with in thefe charitable efforts, 
or in any other path of duty, may we take the prophets of old, 10 
and the apojfiles of our Lord, for examples of fuffering adverfity 
and patience; efpecially remembering their Lord, and ours ; re- 
membering how abundantly the patience of good men has been 
rewarded, the end of the Lord with refpet to holy od, and ma- rr 
ny others, wha have trod in his fteps in fucceeding ages; and 
remembering efpecially, that the Fudge fiands at the door, that in 9 
a very little time he will appear, not only to put an end to the 
trial of his fervants, but to crown their virtues and graces. In 
the mean time, the bowels of his compaffion are abundant, and 
he will not be wanting in communicating all neceflary confola- rr 

_ tions and fupports. May we be fo happy, as to be acquainted 
with thofe of devotion, that in our affliction we may pray, and in 13 
our cheerfulne/s, fing pfalms; that we may know by blefled ex- 
perience the efficacy of fuch a temper to foften the forrows of 
life, and to fweeten.its enjoyments. And as we defire to be vi- 
Sited of God in our afflictions, may we with Chriftian fympathy be 
ready to vifit and relieve others in their /ickne/s, or other kinds 
of diftre/s. It is indeed the fpecial office of the elders of the 14 
church, who fhould be /ent for upon fuch occafions with readi- 
nefs, and who, if they be worthy of their office, will attend with 
pleafure. But it is not their office alone. Let us all be ready 15 
to pray for each other, in faith and charity ; and where offences 
have been committed, let their be a frank and candid acknow- 
ledgment of them on the one fide, and as hearty a forgivene/s t9 
on the other. Ina word, let the efficacy of the fervent prayer 
of the righteous be often reflected on, to excite fervour, and to 

engage to righteoufne/s, and to lead us to honour thofe who 
maintain fuch a chara€ter, and who offer fuch petitions and fup- 
plications; that God may in anfwer to their requefts, /hower 17, 18 
down his blefing upon us, that our land may yield its increafe, 
that righteoufne/s may fpring up out of the carth, and that in 
every fenfe, God, as our own God, may ble/s us, (Pfal. Ixvii. 9- 
Ixxxy. 11. 


The Enp of the Famity Exposrror on the Caruouic 
EristLe of St James. 
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On the Firt CATHOLIC EPISTLE 


St P E ee E R. 


HE apoftle Peter makes a very eminent and illuftri- 
ous figure on the theatre of the evangelical hiftory, 
and was, on feveral occafions, favoured by our Lord 
with peculiar and diftinguifhing marks of honour. One 
inftance, which I fhall alone recite, among the many 
which might be recited, if it was needful, and which 
happened very foon after our Lord’s afcenfion, is, that he 
“was deemed worthy, under the impulfe and infpiration 
of the Holy Ghoft, to open the gofpel-difpenfation, and 
jfirft to preach falvation through a crucified Redeemer to 
the Jews, (Aéts ii.) and Gentiles, (Acts x.) And I the 
rather fuggeft this inftance, becaufe it affords fome colour 
to my own opinion, that this epiftle was written both to 
the Jewifh and Gentile converts, who were difperfed in 
various regions of the world. : 
The fentiments of learned men upon this queftion---To 
whom was this epiftle written?---are very various. The 
principle and moft remarkable are thefe---That it was to. 


the converted Jews of the difperfion---Or to the con- 
verted 


If 
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verted Gentiles---Or laftly, (which is the opinion of 
Lord Barrington, embraced and defended by Dr Ben- 
fon,) to the converted profelytes of the gate. It is not ne- 
ceflary in this place *, to enter into a particular confu- 
tation of the laft mentioned Aypothefis; efpecially as I ap- 
prehend what is fuggefted in my zotes on feveral paflages 
of the Acts, may convince an attentive reader, that there 
is no fuffcient gtound to fuppofe there were ever any 
fuch perfons as profelytes of the gate. And as to the two 
former opinions, when the feveral arguments by which 
they are fupported, are duly confidered and examined, 
we fhall perhaps be inclined to imagine that the apo/fle 
rather defigned his epiftle for the Jewifh and Gentile 
converts dsth, than for either of them di/tinétly and /fepa- 
rately. Without difcufling the reafons for the opinion 
I have adopted, I fhall leave the reader to form his 
own judgment, after he hath perufed my paraphrafe and 
notes on thofe paflages of this epiftle on which it is 
founded., 

It is not very eafy to affign the date of this epiftle with 
exactnefs. The moft commonly received opinion is, that 
it was written in the year 61, the feventh of the emperor 
Nero; and this feems to be a medium, between the fenti- 
ments of thofe who place it fome years higher, and thofe. 
who place it lower, which bids faireft for the truth. 

It is evidently the defign of this epiftle, “ To induce the 
‘© Chriftian converts in various parts of the world, to 
** ynaintain a converfation, not. merely inoffenfive to all 
« men, but in all refpects worthy of the gofpel; and to 
** fupport them under the fevere perfecutions and fiery 
“ trials they already endured, or were likely to endure, 
“¢ by the nobleft confiderations which their religion could 
“ fuggeft.” 

The fir/? branch of this defign the apo/fle feems to keep 
particularly in view from chap. i,---ii. 7. And in purfu- 
ance of it, after having congratulated his brethren, who 
were difperfed abroad through various countries, on their 
genes : hap- 
_™ ‘The learned author intended, had Providence prolonged his valuable life, to 
haye publifhed a diftin€ differtation on this fubjeét. But this, and. many other de- 


figns he had projected for the benefit of the church and the world, were prevented by 
his juftly-lamented death. 


\ 


to the Firft Epiftle of Peter. 17g 
happinefs in being called to the glorious privileges and 
hopes. of the gofpel; which was .introduced into the 
world in fo fublime a manner by the prophets and apo- 
ftles, (chap. i.---12.) he exhorts them to watchfulnefs, to 
fobriety, to love, and to univerlal obedience, by an 
affecting reprefentation of their relation to God, their re- 
demption by Chrift’s invaluable blood, and the excellence 
and perpetuity of the Chriftian difpenfation, and of its 
glorious fruits and confequences, compared with the va- 
nity of all worldly enjoyments, (ver. 135 to the end.) 
Urging them, by the like confiderations, to receive the 
word of God with meeknefs, to continue in the exercife 
of faith in Chrift as the great foundation of their eternal 
hopes, and to maintain fuch a behaviour as would adorn 
his gofpel among the unconverted Gentiles ; (chap. ii. 1, 
---12.) For the fame end, he exhorts them to the exer- 
cife of a due care as to relative duties ; and particularly, 
a fubjedion to civil governors, and to mafters, ever when 
their difpofitions and injunctions might be harfh and fevere; 
inforcing all by the confideration of that patience with 
which our Lord Jefus Chrift endured his moft grievous 
fufferings, (ver. 13, fo the end.) He likewife exhorts 
Chriftian wives to fubmit themfelves to their hufbands, 
and to ftudy the ornaments of their minds rather than of 
their perfons; and hufbands to treat their wives in a be- 
~ coming and honourable manner, from a tender fenfe of 
thofe ee to which the fex is peculiarly liable, (chap. 
lil. 1,---7. . | 
In the enfuing part of the epiftle, the apo/fle’s argu- 
ments and exhortations more immediately and directly re- 
fer to thofe dreadful fufferings and perfecutions to which 
the Chriftian converts were expofed, or which they aétu- 
“ally endured, from the malevolence and rage of their im- 
placable enemies. And here, well knowing that fuch 
treatment, unmerited and unprovoked, is apt to imbitter 
and narrow mens fpirits, and inflame their refentments ; 
in which cafe the religion of the meek and lowly Jefus 
would be greatly difhonoured, and its fpread and influence 
in the world retarded by ‘the indifcreet behaviour of its 
friends and’ advocates ;---therefore St Peter urges many 
arguments on the Chriftian converts, in order to engage 
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them to an inoffenfive, benevolent and ufeful life and con- 
verfation ; and to a fteady, courageous adherence to their 
religion amidft all oppofition, (ver. 8,---17.) And then, 
animating them to endure their fufferings with patience 
and refignation, from the endearing confideration of. 
what their Divine Saviour had fuffered for them, he ex- 
patiates on his atonement, refurrection and exaltation, | 
_ on the obligation of their baptifmal covenant, and on the 
~ awful folemnity of the laft judgment, as powerful argu- 
- ments to a life of mortification and holinefs, whatever 
difcouragement and oppofition they might be called to en- 
counter, (ver. 18.---.iv. 6.) And as eminent vigilance, fi- 
delity, and courage, would be requifite for rightly impro- 
ving their talents, and for difcharging the duties of their 
refpective ftations in the church, at all times, but efpe- 
cially in times of imminent danger and perfecution, he di- 
ftinctly inculcates thefe feveral virtues ; and by way of in- 
ference from ‘the trials to which good men were expofed, 
he obferves, that a tremendous, inevitable deftruction 
will overwhelm the impenitent and unbelieving, (ver. 7, 
---19.) And at the clofe, he addreffes fome particular 
cautions both to minifters and private Chriftians; ur- 
ging on the former, humility, diligence, and watchfulnefs ; 
and exhorting the latter to a ftedfaft and faithful difcharge- 
of their feveral duties, animated by this fublime confide- 
ration, that the God of all grace had called them to his 
eternal glory, and would, after they had fuffered a while, 
make them perfect; according to the apo/fle’s earneft 

prayer for them; chap. v. throughout. ; 
From this imperfe& delineation of this admirable epi- 
ftle, the production of another eminent apo/fle, it is no 
unnatural, or improper remark, that all the principles of 
our holy religion, as here reprefented, are perfectly con- 
fiftent with the analogy of faith, and with the whole tenor 
of the New Teftament; that they are diredtly levelled 
again{t all manner of corrupt affetions and immoral prac- 
tices, as well as urged in the light of motives to all thofe 
virtues and graces, in which our conformity to God, and 
the true glory of our nature confifts. And (which, if it 
were the only circumftance that could be pleaded, would 
exalt our religion to an infinite fuperiority to the inftitu- 
tions - 


. to the Firft Epiftle of Peter. 181 
tions of the moft renowned heathen philofophers and law- 
givers, and in connection with its amazing progrefs, is a 
demontftration of its Divine original,) Chriftians are here 
inftruéted to encounter outrageous violence and perfecu- 
tion only with the hallowed weapons of patience, meck- 
nefs, and charity, and to filence the cavils, and biaft the 
machinations of their own and their Mafter’s bittereft ene- 
mies, with the luftre of a pure and holy life, and the fer- 
vour of a generous and invincible benevolence. How 
amiable, how elevated, how Divine, how worthy of 
all.acceptation is the religion of Jefus!----in delineating, 
--as we have feen, the grand and effential branches of 
which, even Peter and Paul, notwithftanding all. their 
contentions about things of inferior moment, or of a per- 
fonal and private nature, are perfectly confiltent and har- 
monious. 
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The apoftle Peter begins his addrefs to his brethren, who were dif 
perfed abroad, with congratulating their happinefs in being call- 
ed to the glorious privileges and hopes of the gofpel; and takes 


occafion to expatiate upon the 


introduced, both by the prophets and the apoftles. 


Ty---12. 


rPeTeER I. 1. 
PETER an apoftle P 
of Jefus Chrift, to 
theftrangers fcattered . 4 

through- infcribes and 


— ftrangers who 


ETER, wh 


N O 

2 Scattered abroad.) Lord Barrington 
(Mifcel. Sacr. Effay Il. p. 84,—88.) fre- 
nuoufly maintains, that St Peter wrote 
only to the converted profelytes of the gate; 
and in favour of this opinion he urgeth 
their being called /trangers ; which he 
thinks is the ftile peculiar to thofe who 
having renounced idolatry, and receiving 
the feven precepts of Noah, were yet 


Sublime manner in which it was 


tr Pet. I. 


1 Peter. I. 1. 
o has the honour to be invefted 


with the office of an apoftle of Fefus Chrift, 


addreffes this epiftle to the eleét 
are {cattered abroad *; to thofe 

Chri- 
TE: 


firangers to the commonwealth of Yfrael. 
He {uppofes they muft have been Gen- 
tiles, becaufe they are faid, once not to 
have been a people, chap. ii. 9, 10, and 
to have been ignorant, ver. 14. and to 
have wrought ihe will of the Gentiles, 
chap. iv. 3. and he alfo pleads, from 
chap. i. 22. where they are faid to have 


purified their fouls by obeying the truth, that 
we 


St Peter inferibes his epiftle to the elect ftrangers ; 

throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Afia, and ‘Bithynia, 


184° 
secr. Chriftians whom Providence has difperfed thro’ . 
_' — yarious countries, and whom Divine grace has 


y Peter taught to confider themfelves, wherever they 


1.x. dwell, as ftrangers and fojourners on earth; and 
particularly, to thofe who inhabit the regions of 


3 


Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, and thofe in the 
2 provinces of Afia, and Bithynia. 
[eleét,] becaufe you are indeed chofen accord- 
ing to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, who 
has projected all his {chemes with the moft con- 


fummate wifdom, and. perfect 
every future event. 


He has been pleafed, ac- 
cording to the fteady purpofes of his grace, to 
bring you dy means of the /anétification of the 


He 
2 Eleé according 
to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, 
through fanétification 
of the Spirit unto o- 
bedience, and fprink- 
ling of the blood of 
Jefus Chrift: Grace 
unto you and peace 
be multiplied. 


I call you 


difcerning of 


Spirit, by the fanétifying influence of the Holy ; 
Ghoft operating upon your fouls, to evangelical 


obedience. 


He has fubdued all your prejudices 


againit the gofpel, and effectually engaged you 
to fubmit to it; and thus you are interefted in 


the pardon of fin, and in all the 


other bleflings 


which proceed from the /prinkling of the blood of 
Fefus Chrift, whereby forgivenefs is obtained for 
us Chriflians as it was for the Jews under the 
law upon fprinkling the blood of the facrifices ; 


and may this, and every other inftance and de- 


gree of grace, and all the peace confequent upon 
it, be multiplied unto you all, wherever you are, 
and whatever your condition and circumftances 


in life may be. 


Whatever your afflictions 
are in this variable and troublefome world, I 


3 Blefled de the 
God © 


hope you will never forget, how indifpenfably 


you are obliged to thankfulnefs 


N- Oo 
it is likely they were pro/fe/ytes of the gate, 
becaufe a parallel expreffion is ued by 
St Peter concerning Cornelivs and his 
friends, (Adts xv. 9. See vol. Il. § 33. 
noteh,) whom he fuppofes to have been 
fuch. He likewife argues from their be- 
ing addreffed in thefe words, If ye call on 
the Father who without refpett of perfoxs, 
judgeth according to every man’s work 
(chap, i. 17.) by St Peter, who had him- 
Jelf addretled Cornelius in almoft the 
fame. terms. (Acts x. 34, 35. Sce vol. 
IE. § 23. note®.) He pleads in fupport 
of the fame opinion, their being called 
Chriftiats, (chap. iv. 16.) a title which 
he fuppofes was firft giveu to the convert- 
ed profelytes of the gate, of which the 


on account of 

your : 
Ta BE 
church at Antioch, where they were firft 
called Chriftians, in his apprehenfion, 
confifted. (Ads xi. 26. See vol. IIL. 
§ a5. note f.) But alt this appears to me 
to be utterly inconclufives it is in part 
obviated already in my notes on the Acts; 
and as for the force which may feem to 
remain in his Jord(bip’s arguments, arifing 
from the phrafes in which St Peter addref- 
fes thofe to whom he writes, it is I think 
entirely annihilated, by fuppofing that the 
epiftle was written both to the conyerted 
Jews and Gentiles; of which the reader 
will be able to form a judgment by obfér- 
ving whether my paraphrafe of the feveral 
paflages in queftion be natural and eafy. 


b Unie 


bleffing God, who had regenerated them to a lively hope: 186 
God and Father of 


oe Lord TofusChrit, your Chriftian privileges; and to fuch.thank- 52 


CT. 
I. 


which aecording to tulnefs let me now excite you and myfelf: ble/- ; 
his abundant mercy fed therefore (be) the God and Father of our Lord « Peter 
ae ea Incl 1 SUS Chrift, who according to his abundant mer- 1. 3- 
Bas, by the refun. cy hath regenerated us to a great, important and 
redtionof Jefus Chrift lively hope of future happinefs Sy the re/urreétion. 
fie the dead, of Fefus Chrift from the dead; upon whom in- 
_ seed, and upon whofe refurre€tion, all our hopes 
_ 4 Toaninheritance depend, And by whom we are brought to 4 
ee a si the cheerful and confident expectation of an in- 
fadeth not away, re- Aeritance, incorruptible, undefiled», and unfa- 
ferved in heaven for ding, which nothing can f{poil, which nothing 
aon can pollute, and which is incapable of any in- 
ternal decay, as well as external violence. ‘This 
inheritance is referved in the heavens for yout, 

s Whoarekept by and for all true believers ; Who, though now 5 
alee oct furrounded with many apparent dangers, are 
Tavatook ready tobe NOt left defencelefs, but are guarded, as in a 
revealed in the laft {trong and impregnable garrifon °, by the al- 
ger mighty power of God, through the continued ex- 

ercife of that faith which this almighty power 
wrought in your hearts; and he will ftill main- 

: tain it unto that bleffed hour, when you fhall 
receive the complete and eternal /a/vation which 

is already prepared, and though now kept as un- 

der a vail, is fo be revealed in its full radiance 
of glory, in the laft time 4, the grand period, in 
which all the myfteries of Divine Providence 

6 Wherein ye fhall beautifully terminate. This is the blef- 6 


greatly rejoice, tho’ 
now for a feafon (if 
need 


b Undefiled.] 


thing that pofluteth cam enter. 


That is, into which no- 


fed ftate and condition to which by the gofpel 
you are brought, im which, and in the glorious 
hopes which it infpires, you cannot but rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if it be neceffary, 
Gut 

I Nig Shak Sipe cel tok : 


concluding fcene of all the Divine difpen- 
fations relating to this world. For the 


The land 


of Canaan was faid to be defiled by fin- 
ners; to which perhaps there may be an 
allufion. Compare Rev. xxi. 27. 

© Are guarded, &c.] The original 
word, geveuunves, is very emphaticat, and 
properly fignifies, being kept as in an im- 
pregnable garrifon, fecuretrom harm, under 
the obfervation of an all-feeing eye, and 
protection of an almighty hand. Black- 
mall's Sacred Clajfics, vol. 1. p. 196. 
Compare 2 Cor. xi. 32. in the Greek, 

d In the laf time.] This plainly refers 
to the fecond appearance of Chrift, called 
the Jaf time, becaufe it will be the con- 


fame reafon it is called the Ja/t day, John 
vi. 39. and xi. 24. And the.defign of 
the paflage before us confirms this inter 
pretation, fince the apoftle is here fpeak- 
ing of the full man‘feftation of the future 
happinefs referved in heaven for them. 
Some would conne&, in the lafttime, with 
their being kept ly the power of God; an 
underftand it, as if the apottle had faid, 
‘Vhough our lot is caft in the /a/? time, 
when the temptations to apoitafy are’ fo 
great and powerful, we are, not with- 
{tanding, preferved from all the dangers 
to which we are expofed. 

© No; 


186 


SECT. 


1 Peter 
I. 6. 


9 


ge) 


IJ 


feen or even'converfed with him; but as 


Believing in him, whom, though oe ‘they love : 


you are grieved, and diftrefled amidft various 
trials. You know they are all under the direc- 
tion of the infinite wifdom of your heavenly Fa- 
ther, who would not fubje@ you to them, did 
he not fee them to be fubfervient to your trueft 
happinefs; and they will ere long be brought to 
an everlafting period. His intention in all 
is moft kind and gracious, namely, that the lit- 


‘tle trial of your Yaith, which is far more precious 


and valuable than that of gold which perifbes and 
wears out in time, though it be tried by frre, and 
purified to the higheft degree; may be found to 
praife and honour and glory, in the great day of 
the revelation of Fefus Chrift, the Divine Author 
and Finifher of our faith, who having himfelf 
endured yet forer trials, will rejoice to applaud 
and reward the fidelity of his fervants in his 
caufe : I fay, in the revelation of Jefus Chrift, 

that glorious Redeemer, whom not having feen* 

with your bodily eyes, nor perfonally converfed 
with him, ye neverthelefs love, and in whom, 
though now you fee [Aim] not, yet affuredly be- 
lieving, ye rejoice, as your almighty Saviour, 
Friend and Prote€tor, with wunutterable, and 
even glorified joy, with fuch a joy as feems to an- 
ticipate that of the faints in glory ; Receiving 
with unfpeakable delight, as a full equivalent 
of all your trials, the great end of your faith, 

even the complete /alvation of [your] fouls; a 
prize of infinitely greater importance, than all 
youcan be called tofacrifice for itsfake!  Con- 
cerning which falvation, the prophets, who pre- 
Gifted the grace of the gofpel which [was ap- 
pointed] to you, fought and diligently inquired ; 

Searching with the deepeft and moft attentive re- 
flection, - to what period, or to what manner of 
time, the Spirit of Chrift which was in them, did 
refer §, when he teftified long before they came 


to 

IN: OR CERES. 
© Not having feen. } It is very poffible 
that < oe thefe difperfed Chriftians, there 
might be fome who had vifited Jerufalem 
whilit Chrift was there, and might have 


the greater part had not, St Peter {peaks, 
according to the uiual “upoftolic manner, 
as if they all had not. ‘Thus he fpeaks 
of them a// as loving Chrilt, though there F/esning obferves, 


a 


need be) ye are tw 
heavinefs thro’ mani- 
fold temptations : 


7 That the trial of 
your faith being 
much more precious 
than of gold that pe- 
rifheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might 
be fourid unto praife, 
and honour, and glo- 
ry at the appearing of 
Jefus Chrift : 


8 Whom having 
not feen, ye love; 
in whom tho’ now 


ye fee him not, yet 


believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unfpeakable 
and full of glory : 


9 Receiving the 
end of your faith, 
even the falvation of 
yout fouls. 


to Of which falvae 
tion the prophets have 
inquired, and fearch= 
ed diligently, who 
prophefied of the 
grace that foould come 
unto you: © 

11 Searching what, 
or what manner of 
time the Spirit of 
Chrift which was in 
them 


fore~ 


might be fome among ‘them who were def= 
titute both of this Divine principle, and 
of that joy which he fpeaks of, as, dedo= 
ero ae wrought up even to glory. 

f Spirit of Chrij? which was in them, &c.} 
It is well worthy our notice, that the Spi- 
rit which “was diétated to the prophets, is 
called the Spirit afk Chrift 5 which (as Mr 


Chrifiol. vol. 1. p. 185.) 
both 


did fignify, . 
when it teftified be- - 


To whom the prophets , and the Holy Choft bare witne/s. a 


to pais, the various fufferings which were to come SEC: 


forehand the fuffer- 
ings of Chrift, and 
the glory that fhould 
follow. 


tz Unto whom it 
was revealed, that 
not unto themfelves, 
. but unto us they did 
- minifter the things 
which are now re- 
ported unto you by 
them that have 
preached the gofpel 
unto you, with the 
Holy Ghoft  fent 
down from heaven; 
which things the an- 
gels defire to look 
into. 


Both proves his exi/fénce béfore his incar= 


upon Chrift, and the exalted and permanent glo 
ry which was to fucceed thém, and render him 
and his kingdom fo perpetually illuftrious}; and 
his fervants fo completely happy. To the 
memorable teftimony of thefe prophets it be- 
comes us to pay a fincere and profound regard, 
to whom {uch extraordinary difcoveries were 
made, as no attentive reader can view without 
conviction and aftonifhment; and it was reveal- 
ed ® to them among other things, that [it was] 
not to themfelves, but to us, that they minifered 
“thefe things ; they knew that we, when the e- 
vents arofe, fhould have a more complete under- 
ftanding of thefe oracles, than any who decla- 
red them, had. Confider then, how happy you 
are in that difpenfation under which you now 
live, when thofe Divine myfteries, which were 
only in a more obfcure manner hinted at by the 
prophets, are moft clearly and exprefsly declared 


to yous by thofe who have publifbed the glad ti- . 


dings of the gofpel among you, by the evident au- 
thority and atteftation, as well as by the aflift- 
ances of the Hely Spirit, fent down from heaven 
with fuch vifible glory, and teftifying his conti- 


nued refidence amongft us by fuch wonderful. 


effects. And indeed, the doctrines which they 
preach, are things of fo great excellence and im- 
portance, as to be well worthy fhe regard of 
angels, as well as men; and accordingly, (as the 
images of the cherubim on the mercy-feat, feem- 
ed to bow down, to look upon the tables of the 
law laid up in the ark,) fo thofe celeftial {pirits 
do, from their heavenly abode, defire to bend 
down ® to [contemplate] {ach glorious difplays 

of 


NOT B.S, 
think this ext plairily proves, that the 


nation, and illuftrates the full view he 
himfelf had of all he was to do'and fuffer 
undex the charaéter of our Redeemer; the 
particulars of which therefore muft have 
been comprehended in the /ipulations be- 
tween him and the Futher.—The apofile 
in difcourfing fo largely concerning the 
prophets, {eems to have a fpecial reference 
to the converted Jéws, who would enter 
more thoroughly info ¢his part of his rea- 
_fonirig than thé conyerted Gentiles. 

& To whom wt was revealed, &e.] 1 
Vou. VI. F 


Aa 


prophets had fome general intimation, that 
their prophecies referred to the Medfiah 3 
but that they did not underftand every 
élaufe of them in their full force, nor 1d 
well as we under{tand them, who are ea> 
pable of comparing them with the event. 

h Angels defire to bend down, &c. } 
Thus it is in the original, emibuusriy mate 
eaxutat, defire to ftoop down to; in allu- 
fion no doubt, (as Mr Saurin, Diff. vol. Vi. 
p- 266, has beautifully illuftrated it, and 
many others haye remarked, ) to the 


bends ng 
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140 Reflections on the happine/s of the elect of God. 


Sect. of Divine wifdom and goodnefs, and attentively 


I. 


uw 


to furvey thofe important fcenes that are opening 


: Peter upon us here on earth ; which is become fo much 
1.12. more confiderable than it would otherwife be, 


Ver. 


as it is honoured with being the theatre of fuch 
glorious eyents. 


TM PRO Me En Te N...D. 


8 aia we defirous of rendering it apparent to ourfelves, and all 
around us, that we are indeed the elec of God? Let it be, 
by an humble application to the /prinkling of the blood of Fefus, 
on the one hand, and by the evident fruits of the fanétification of 
the Spirit unto obedience, on the other. 

3 The abundant mercy of God, hath begotten real Chriftians to 
the lively hope of an incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheri- 

4 tance, referved in heaven for them: let us keep it fteadily in 
view, and earneftly pray, that God would preferve us by his 

5 mighty power, through faith unto falvation. Whilft we are wait- 
ing for this falvation, it is very poffible, yea probable, affliction 
may be our portion; but let us remember, it is, if need be, that 

6 weare in heavine/s through manifold temptations. Our faith, and 
our other graces, are as it were thrown into the furnace, not to 

7 be confumed, but refined; that they may be found unto praife and 
honour and glory at the appearance of Fefus Chrift. Even at pre- 

8 fent, may this Divine faith produce that love to an unfeen Fefus, 
which is here fo naturally exprefled by the apoffle; and though 
now we fee him not, yet may that /ove be eminently produdtive of 
joy, even that joy which is un/peakable and full of glory; and 
in the lively and vigorous exercife of thefe graces, may we all 

9 receive the end of our faith, even the everlafting /alvation of our 

ouls | 

x0 ‘ Let what we are here told of the prophetic writers be impro- 
ved as it ought, to'confirm our faith in that glorious go/pel, of 
which thefe holy men have given in their writings fuch wonder- 
ful intimations and predi€tions; writings which we have fuch 

ir excellent advantages for more diftinétly and clearly underftanding, 
yz than even they them/elves did. What exalted ideas fhould we 
entertain of a di/pen/ation introduced by fuch a feries of wonders, 
preached by the infpired prophets, and by the Holy Ghoft in his 
miraculous gifts and falytary influence fent down from heaven: 
a difpenfation into the glories of which the angels defire to pry: 
. ow 


2 


Ne On ees 
bending pojture in which they were repre- — inquire into the go/pel, but the humil'ty of 
fented on the mercy-feat. And Mr Black- their adoration, whereas it is yery proba- 
wall obferves, (Sacred Claffics, vol. 1. ble that their apo/fate brethren refufed to 
p. 431.) that it may denote, not) only (/foop to fuch a feheme. 
the attentive curiofity with which they may 3 


They foould therefore gird up the loins of their mind. 


how much more worthy then, the attention of the children of men, 
who are fo nearly concerned in it, who were redeemed from ever- 
lafting deftru€tion by the blood of the Son of God? O! let us 
review it with the clofeft application, and improve it to the infi- 
nitely gracious and important purpofes for which it was intend- 
ed. Then will grace and peace be multiplied to us; and how- 
ever we may now be di/per/fed and afflicted, pilgrims and /tran- 
gers, we fhall ere long be brought to our everlafting home, and 
meet together in the prefence of our dear and condefcending Sa- 
viour; where having a more lively fenfe of our obligations to 
him, and beholding his glory, we fhall love him infinitely bet- 
ter than at this diitance we have been capable of, and feel our 
ja in him increafed in a proportionable degree. 


We re ata eet 8 


The apoftle inforces his general exhortations to watchfulnefs, to fo- 
briety, to love and to obedience, by an affecting reprefentation of 
our relation to God, our redemption by the invaluable blood of 
Chrift, the vanity of all worldly enjoyments, and the excellence 
and perpetuity of the gafpel-difpenfation. 1 Pet. I. 13, to the 


end. a. 


r Peres I, 13. 1 Perer I. 13. 
VV Hererore I Have been endeavouring to give you fome 
_> gitd up the general ideas of the excellence and import- 
loins of your mind, th (peter eons fads 
be fober, and hope ance of the gofpel-difpenfation; reminding you 
to the end, for the of the wonderful manner in which it was intro- 
piace ae is to be duced by the united labours of the prophets and 
rouv unto you at . . 
ihereveltiod’ of Je- apoitles, and of the regard paid to it by the na- 
fus Chrift. tive inhabitants of the heavenly world. Regard 
it therefore as worthy the clofeft attention; and 


let the bleflings of it be moft vigoroufly purfued ; 


189 
Secr. 
I. 


aad 


Ver.P2, 


SecT. 
Qe 
a | 
1 Péter 
lei & 


and girding up. the loins of your mind, that you | 


_ may be capable of the moft {trenuous a¢tion, 
and being continually fober and temperate, and 
watchful againft every thing that would enfnare 
and pollute you, Aope unto the end for the grace 
and mercy which /ball be brought unto you, in the 
great and glorious day of the revelation of Fe/us 
Chrift. Jive inthe view of his fecond appear- 
ance, and think every labour, and every felf- 

. denial happily beftowed, which may fubferve 

our profpect of felicity in that important day. 

34 As at You have now the honour to be adopted into 
ie Aa 2 the 


190 Being redeemed from their vain converfation by Chrift ; 
S cr. the family of God; condu& yourfelves therefore 


wn 


i 
1 
as 


2. 


as his obedient children, not fafbioning yourfelves 


Peter according to the former lufts, which you indul- 


14. 


16 nature; 


17 ing is now more illuftrioufly difplayed ; 


15 fect difpenfation of Mofes; 


ged in the time of your ignorance, when you 


' knew not this gofpel, and were many of you in 


heathen darknefs, and others under the imper- 
But as he that 
has called you to this glorious light, and partici- 
pation of fuch invaluable bleflings, is holy, be ye 
yourfelves alfo holy in the whole of Lyeur conver- 
fation, 1 in every thing you fay and do; afpiring 
after this as your greateft honour, to. bear the 
image of God in- the moral perfections of his 
For it is written in feveral paflages 
of the Mofaic {criptures, (Ley. xi. 44. xIx. 2. 
xx. 7.) Be ye holy for 1 am holy. There is 
the fame force in the argument now, refpecting 
us Chriftians, which there was with regard to 
the Jews; yea greater force, in proportion to the 
degree in which the fan€tity of the Divine Be- 
And 
accordingly Jet me exhort you, if ye call upon 
the God and Father of all, who without re/pect 
of perfons, or any kind-of partiality, whether to 
Jews or Gentiles, judges every one according to 
[his] work, to converfe during the time of your 
fojourning here, with all becoming reverence 
and humility, im the religious fear of Gods 


18 And fo much the rather, knowing the price of 


your redemption to have been fo rich and inva- 
luable. This is an important article of Divine 
knowledge, of which no Chriftian can be igno- 
rant, that you were not redeemed with corrup- 
tible. things, as with filver and gold*, which 
however regarded by men, have no value in the 
fight of God: this I fay, was not the price which 
bought you from yaur vain, trifling, and unpro- 
fitable dddata hay e received by fiadinion Srom 
your fathers ®, from thofe hereditary fuperfti- 

‘tions, 


childven, not fafhion= 
ing yourfelves ac- 
cording tothe former 
lufts, in your igno- 
TanCe's “te 


1s But as he whee . 
hath called you 
holy, fo be ye oe 
in all manner.of con- 
verfation ; 


16 Becaufe it is _ 
written, Be ye holy, 
for lam holy. 


17 And if ye call 
on the Father, who 
without refpect of 
perfons judgeth ac- 
cording to every 
man’s work, pafsthe 
time of your fojourn- 
ing here in fear: 


18 Forafmuch as 
ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with 
corruptible things as, - 
filver and gold, from 


_ your vain converfati- 


on received by traditi- 
on from your fathers ; 


ea TT, Ke. 


N O°T  E +S. 


@ Redeemed with corruptible things, with 
filver and gold, &c.] Some think here 
is an allufion to the Jgmb, which made 
an atonement, and was bought at the 
common expence furnifhed by the con- 
tribution of the half-fbekel, as an-atone- 
ment for their fouls... Compare Exod. 
As for thofe that think 


here is a reference to the ftamp of a lamb 
on the yee coin, I am neither fure of 
the truth of the faét, nor.can I perceive 
the elegance of the fuppofed allujion. 
Compare Wells Geog. of the oe Teft. 

vol. 1. p..275. 
b “Received by tradition, &c.] Some 
think this refers to the few h traditions 5 
but 


--qwho was appointed before the world began: 


xo But with the 
precious blood of 
Chrift, as of a lamb 
without blemifh and 
without {pot : 


20 Who verily 
was fore-ordained be- 
fore the foundation 
of the world, but was 
manifeft in thefe laft 
times for you; ~ 


z1 Who by him 
do believe in God that 
raifed him up from 
the dead, and gave 
him glory, that your 
faith and hope might 
be in God. | 


IOI 
tions, follies and vices, which had in fucceeding Sec. 
generations aflumed the name and the garb,ot 
religion, and from the guilt which they had 
brought upon your fouls. Ineffectual had all 
the treafures of the earth been to purchafe help 
for us under fo fad and deplorable a circum- 
{tance. But God was pleafed to find out the 
only ranfom, and has redeemed us with the pre- 
cious blood of Chrift his Son, as of a lamb unble- 
mifbed and unfpotted, free from the leaft degree 
of moral pollution, and therefore properly repre- 
fented by thofe lambs; free from all corporeal 
fpots and blemithes, which the Jews were re- 
quired to offer as an expiation for their fouls. 
And as the pafchal lamb was chofen, and fet 
apart fome time before it was facrificed, fo the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who was indeed typified by 


it, was known, approved, and /fore-appointed 


—wr~J4 
1 Peter 
I. 78. 


20 


fram the foundation of the world, but made mani- 
Jeft in thefe latter times, by the clear preaching 


of the gofpel, for your fakes, that ye might ob- 
tain redemption and falvation by him; Even 
ye all, who by him, and the manifeftations of the 
Divine grace and mercy in him, are brought to 
repofe your ¢rufé and confidence in God °, who 
raifed him from the dead, and gave him {uch ex- 


21 


_ alted glory and majefty in the celeftial world; 


22 Seeing ye have 
purified your fouls in 
pbeying the truth 
through the Spirit, 

unto 


» 


that fo'your faith and hape might be in God, and 
ye might be encouraged to commit all your con- 
cerns to him with cheerful confidence, when he 
has appointed you fuch a Saviour; and to ex- 
pect all bleflings from that friendfhip with him 
which is founded upon the incarnation, atone- 
ment, and blood of his own Son. Let it be 
your care, therefore, that saving purified your 


22 


fouls by an application to this tountain which 


God has opened, and dy that obedience. to the 
truth which will through the afliftance of the 
Spirit be the refult of fuch an application; and 
fince the whole genius and defign of this reli- 
< : gion, 

NT 2) 5 OB oe cS. 


but perhaps it may exprefS thofe vain 
rites of worfhip which for fucceflive ages 
had been delivered down from parents to 
their children in the Gentile world. 

© Who by him traft in God.) This phrafe 
is remarkable, and [think with Mr Ha/let, 
(fee his Notes and Difcourfes, vol. 1. page 


58.) that the meaning is, that Chriftians, 
who before their conyerfion were ignorant 
of the true God, learnt his Being and Pro- 
vidence from the great fact of Chriff’s re- 
Jurrettion, and the power with which 
God invefted him on his a/cenfion into 
heaven, 

a In 


\ 


192 And being born by the incorruptible feed of the word. 
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gion, which you have imbibed and profefied, 
leads to an undiffembled brotherly love; let it be 
your care, I fay, to enter affeCtionately into its 
defign and tendency; and to love one another 
out of a pure heart, operating fervently and in- 
tenfely 4, and not to reft merely in thofe deceit- 
ful forms and profeffions of affection, with which 
the men of the world amufe themfelves and 
each other; orin thofetrifling inftances of friend- 
fhip which can do little to approve its reality 
and fincerity. The temper and conduc which 
I recommend, may juftly be expected from you, 
confidering your relation to God, and to each 
other; as having been regenerated, not by cor- 
ruptible feed, not by virtue of any defcent from 
human parents, but by incorruptible; not laying 
the ftrefs of your confidence on your pedigree 
from Abraham, if you had the honour to de- 
fcend from that illuftrious patriarch; for that 
defcent could not entitle you to the important 
bleflings of the gofpel. It is by means of the 
efficacy of the word of God upon your hearts, 
even that powerful word which lives and endures 
for ever ©, that you are become entitled to thefe 
glorious evengelical privileges. For as the 
prophet [faiah teftifies, (Ilaiah xl. 6.) all fle/b 
[is] as grafs, and all the glory of man as the 
flower of the grafs, which is yet frailer than 
that; the gra/s withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth; quickly deprived of its blooming ho- 
nours it drops, blafted and dying to the ground. 
And thus precarious and uncertain are all the 
dependencies which we can have on. perifhing 
creatures ; But the word of the Lord abideth 
for ever in undiminifhed force and vigour, nor 
can ten thoufand fucceeding ages prevent or 
abate its efficacy. Now this, which the prophet 
refers to in the oracle I have juft been quoting, 
is the word which is preached to you in the go/- 
pel: thew therefore your regard to it, by fuch a 


tem- 

Py fan GUNG BiG URES 
qd Intenfely.| So I think the word 
rutevas properly fignifies; according to 
the fenfe in which it is ufed by Poly- 


it to God himfelf, 


unto unfeigned love 
of the bretheren ; fee 
that ye love one ano- 
ther with a pure heart 
fervently : 


23 Being born a- 
gain, not of corrup- 
tible feed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the 
word of God which 
liveth and abideth 


for ever. 


24 For all fleth zs 
as grafs, jand all the 
glory of man as the 
flower of grafs. The 
grafs withereth, and 
the flower thereof 
falleth away: 


25 But the word 
of the Lord endureth’ 
for ever. And this 
is the word which 
by the gofpel is 
preached unto you. 


Who lives and endures for ever, ‘referring 


But it is more agree- 


hius and Herodotus. See Raphelius, Annot. 
im loc. 

© The word of God, which lives and en- 
dures for ever.] This is rendered by fome, 


able to the defign of the @pa/ile, and (as 
Wollfus imagines to the order of the origi- 
nal words,) to refer this claufe to the 
word of God, which is here ftiled incars 
ruptible feed. 


nal 


Reflections on the ftability of the Divine word, &c. 


temper and behaviour, both towards God and 
man, as it was intended to inculcate and pro- 
duce. 


ite A) ANS {ak Rd AE Sg he al 


I ET it be matter of our daily delightful meditation, that 

while we clearly difcern the uncertainty of all human depen- 
dencies, which wither like the gra/s, and fall like the flower of 
the field, the word of God is permanent and immutable. Let us 
cheerfully repofe our fouls on this ftable, unfailing fecutity ; 
gratefully acknowledging the goodnefs of God, that he hath con- 
defcended to lay a foundation for our hope, fo firm and durable 
as his own infallible word, and to makethat word the incorruptible 
feed of our regeneration. \f we have indeed experimentally known 
its efhcacy and power, fo that our fouls are purified by obeying the 
truth, let us carefully exprefs cur obedience to it by undif{jembled, 
fervent brotherly love; and animated by our glorious and exalted 
hopes as Chriffians, even that Divine and illuftrious hope of the 
grace to be brought unto us at the revelation of Fefus Chrift, let 
us fet ourfelves to the vigorous difcharge of every duty, as know- 
ing that we fhould be children of obedience, having the excufe 
of ignorance no longer to plead for the indulgence of our lufts, 
but by a holy God being called with a holy calling, and inttructed 
to invoke him, at once, as our gracious Father and impartial 
Fudge. 

It is worthy of our fpecial remark, that the blefled afofile ur- 
ges us to pa/s the tranfitory and limited time of our /ojourning 
here in fear, from the confideration of our being redeemed by the 
blood of the Son of God, which is a price of infinitely more value 
than all the treafures of the univerfe. And certainly there is a 
mighty energy in the argument; for as it is a very amiable, {fo it 
is alfo a very awful confideration. What heart fo hardened, as 


not to tremble at trampling on the blood of the Son of God, and fru- 


{trating as far as in him lies, the important defign of his death? 
Fruftrating the defign of a fcheme, projected from eternity in the 
‘councils of heaven, and at length made manifeft with every cir- 
cumitance to convince our judgments, and engage our affections. 
And while we are refle€ting on the re/urreéction and exaltation of 
our Redeemer, as the great foundation of our eternal hopes, 
let us dread to be found oppofing sim, whom God hath ¢ffa- 
blifbed on his own exalted throne; and with the utmoft reve- 
rence let us hifs the Son, in token of our grateful acceptance of 
his mercy, and cheerful and humble fubmifhon to his authc- 
rity; (Pfal. 11. 12.) 
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194 They foould defire that rational unmingled milk : 


Ope ts Oe ee ill. 


The apoftle urges them, by a reprefentation of their Chriftian pri- 
-vileges, to receive the word of God with meeknefs, to continue 
in the exercife of faith in Chrift, as the great foundation of their 
eternal hopes, and to maintain fuch a behaviour as might adorn 
his gofpel, among the unconverted Gentiles. 1 Pet. U. 1,---12. 


PPereaii. 218 
Have been reminding you of the everlafting 
permanency and invariable certainty of the 


it a becoming regard; and Jaying afide 
all malignity, and all deceit, and hypocrifies and 
envies, and all evil-/peakings, which are fo con- 
2 trary to its benevolent defign; With all fim- 
plicity, as new-born infants *, who are regene- 
rated by Divine grace, defire that {piritual nou- 
rifhment, that rational and unmingled milk, if 1 
may fo call it; that fo ye may grow thereby to a 
3 ftate of adult Chriftianity. And this may 
reafonably be expected of you, fince you have fo 
experimentally felt and taffed that the Lord [is] 
gracious >, fince you have. known the {weetnefs 


ry PreTerR Il. ry. 
Wt EREFORE, 
laying afide alk 
malice, and all guile, 
and hypocrifies, ‘and 
envies, and all evil- 
f{peakings, 


2 As new-born 
babes defire the fin- 
cere milk of the word ; 
that ye may grow 
thereby : 


3 If fo be ye have 
tafted that the Lord 
is gracious. 


_ there is in Chrift, and how fuitable he is to the» 


neceffities and defires of an awakened finner ; 
4 To whom coming, [as to] a living tone, who is 


capable of diffufing fpiritual life into thofe who » 


are united to him, though di/allowed indeed and 
rejected of men, yet chofen of God, [and] inex- 
5 preflibly precious and valuable; 
living ftones, united to him, and deriving life 
from him, are built upas a /piritual houfe, con- 
fecrated to his fervice; and in another view, ye 
may be confidered as a holy prieffhood, deftined 
to offer up the /piritual facrifices of prayer, praife 
and obedience, which are.all acceptable to God 
by Fefus Chriff, who is the great High -Prieft 
over the houfe of God, -whofe interceflion alone 
can 

, NO. (BYES. 

a New-born infants.) This expreffion fittle children 
very emphatically denotes thofe who are 
neuily converted or regenerated.—Wolfius 
obferves, (Cure Philol. vol. V. p. 105.) 


that the Fewi/h rabbies were wont 
to ftile new profi/ytes to their religion, 


according to out 


ps 203» 


at 


a? 


Ye.alfo as 


and : 
b Since you have tajted, &c.| This is 
the proper rendering of eee, and not, 


4 To whom co- 
ming, as unto a living 
ftone, difallowed in* 
deed of men, but 
chofen of God and 
precious, 

5 Ye alfo as lively 
{tones, are built up 2° 
fpiritual houfe, an 
holy priefthood to 
offer up fpiritual fa- 
érifices, acceptable ta 
God by Jefiss Chrift. 


new -‘born babes, 


tranflation, if fo be. 


See Blackwall’s Sacred Claff. vol. Vl. 
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6 Wherefore alfo 
it is contained in the 
feripture, Behold I 
lay in Sion a chief 
corner- ftone, eledt, 
Precious : and he that 
believeth on him fhall 
Yaot be confounded. 

7 Unto you theve- 
fore which believe, 
he iS precious: but 
unto them which be 
difobedient, the {tone 
which the builders 
difallowed, the fame 
is made the head of 
the corner; 


s 


8 And a ftone of 
fumbling, and a 
rock of offence, even 
to them which {tumble 
at the word, being 
difobedient : where- 
unto alfo they were 
appointed. 


_ But yeareacho- But you, on the contrary, who unfeignedly be- g 


fen generation, a roy- 
al 


Unto them who believe he is precious. 


19$ 


can recommend to the Father fuch imperfeé fer: Secu. 


vices as ours. Therefore it is contained in a 


3- 


well-known paflage of the fcripture, (Ifaiah : peter 
xxvill. 16.) Behold I lay in Sion a ftone, even a lL 6. 


chief corner-ftone, chofen, precious ; and he that 
confideth in it, foall not be afbamed: which words 
undoubtedly refer to the Meffiah, 48 the great 
hope and confidence of his church. 
therefore who believe, [it is] precious ©: you, 
who reft your falvation on this corner-ftone, 
know by bleffed experience its value, as infinite- 


ly beyond all that, can be compared with it. - 


But as for thofe who are difobedient, thefe words 
of the Pfalmift are accomplifhed with regard to | 
them, and may well be recollected in the pre- 
fent connection, (Pfal. cxvili. 22.) The fione 
which the builders rejected, is become the head of 
the corner: all their oppofition to it is in vain 3 
they can never pretend to prevent the Koriour to 
which it is deftined in the Divirie purpofe ; 


And to thénifelves, it is alfo, as Ifaiah exprefles g 


it in the preceding context, a ftone of fiumbling 
and a rock of offence; they who would attempt, 
as it were,’ to remove it out of the way, find it 
an over-match for their ftrength, and are dafhed 
in pieces by it. They being difobedient to the 
Divine revelation, fumble at the word 4 of the 
gofpel, which contains this awful teftimony, and 
bring inevitable ruin upon themfelves; to which 
alfo they were appointed by the righteous fen- 
tence of God long before, even as early as in 
his firft purpofe and decree he ordained his Son 
to be the great Foundation of his church. 


lieve in him, [are] a chofen generativn *, a roy- 
al 
Nit OF “Een. 


To you 7 


© Itis precious.) risen, Precioufne/s it~ 
elf. - 
d They being difobedient, fumble, &ce.] A. 
learned writer, } think, very well obferves, 
that it is doing violence to the text, to read 
it as one continued fentence, as it ts in our 
iranflation.. The truth is, the apo/tle runs 
a double autithefis between believers, and 
unbelievers: vss w—awistuvev, faith 
he, To you who believe, it is precious: cme- 
ius dey but to thenr who are difobedient, 
dnd unbelievers, a ftone of flumbling: o« 
Ze oT KOM 2o hy they fiumble: ugeis Je, but 

Vou. VI. i 


Bb vf 


you are a chofen people, &c. See Taylor's 
Key to the Komans, § 71: 

€ Ye are a cbofen generation] D# 
Whitby fhews at large that the phrate of 
Gaod’s chofen is applied to the who/e nation 
of the Jews, good and bad, atid not to 


thofe among them who might be fuppofed | 


élefted to eternal life. But it feems very 
vnreafonable to limit fuch phrafes as 
thefe when applied to Chriftians juit to 
the idea, which the like phrafes had, 
whén applicd to the Jews. 
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They fhould abftain from flefbly lufts. 
al priefthood, who bear at once the dignity of. 
kings, and fanétity of priefts; a holy nation, fet 
apart in a fpecial manner for the fervice of God; 
and a peculiar people. When thefe titles were 
given to Ifrael of old, it was im an inferior 
fenfe; and it is in a much nobler fignification, 
that thefe words may be applied to you. Con- 
fider it therefore as the wife intention of Di- 
vine Providence, that you fbould declare and pro- 
claim all abroad, the virtues £ of him who has 
called you out of that darkne/s, in which you ori- 
ginally were, into his marvellous and glorious 
light ®; that clear light of the gofpel, which 
opens fo many illuftrious fcenes of Divine won- 
ders. To this, are you, my: brethren called, 
who once [were] not a people, but [are] now the 
people of God ®; who had not obtained mercy s 
who, many of you, lay in the ruins of the Gen- 
tile world; but have now obtained mercy, and 
are gathered into the church of God, and by his 
favour entitled to all its privileges. My be- 
loved brethren, Jet it be your fpeciak care to 
walk worthy of thefe privileges; and that you 
may, J befeech [ you] as ftrangers in this world, 
and fogjourners in the body, who are to be here 
but for a very little fpace of time, and muft foon 
quit this ftate of mortality to dwell in another 
world, that ye abjtain from carnal lufs, in the 
gratification of which, only a very mean and 
tranfient pleafure is to be found; for thefe are 
appetites which are fuited only to that part of 
our nature, which fo foon is to be laid down, 
and which do indeed make war againft the no- 
bler powers of the immortal /ovd, and have a 
tendency, not only to injure, but for ever to 

ruin 
Ni Ob aes: 


al priefthood, an ho- 
ly nation, a peculiar 
neople; that ye 
he old fhew forth the 
praifes of him*® who 
hath called you out 
of darknefs inte his 
marvellous light : 


ro Which in time 
paft were not a peo- 
ple, but are now the 
people of God: 
which had not ob- 
tained mercy, but 
now have obtained: 
mercy. 

11 Dearly beloved, 
I befeech you as ftran- 
gers and pilgrims, 
abftain from flefhly 
lufts, which wat a- 
gain{t the foul: 


f The virtues.) We render it praijes; 
but the word, agelac, iswell known com- 
monly to have'the fignification here affign- 
ed it. 

8 Marvellous and glorious light.] A 
moft beautiful expreflion of the wonders 


' the gofpel opens on the enlightened eye. 


But perhaps no interpretatation was ever 
more unnatural and fervile to an hypothe- 
jis than that which the author of Mi/cel- 
lanea Sacra gives to thefe words, when 
he explains their being called out of dark- 
ne/s, by their being firlt made pro/elytes of 


the gate from their {tate of heathen idola- 
try, and then being brought into the 
marvellous light of the Chriftian religion. 
Miceli. Sacra, vol. W. p. 85. - 

h Were not a’ people.} 1 think it plain 
that Hofea ii, 23. (to which there feems 
here to be a reference) relates to the Ifra~ 
elites after their rejefion. But it may 
with fo much propriety be accommodated’. 
to the Gentiles, that [ thought it much — 
better to give it fuch a turn, than: to fup- 


pofe it here fpoken only of Jewith cow 
verts. \ 


Reflections on our dignity as a peculiar people ; 


ruin it, if they are fuffered to prevail and go- Secr. 


za Having your 
eeonverfation honeft 
among the Gentiles : 
that whereas they 

» peak againft you as 
evil-doers, they may 
‘by your good works 


vern; Having your couverfation honeft, fair, 
and honourable among the Gentiles, particularly 
in an exemplary difcharge of all focial and rela- 
tive duties ; that whereas they [peak againft you, 
as evil-doers in feparating from the worfhip of 


which they fhall be- 
hold, glorify God 
dn the day of wifita- 
tion. 


their gods, and joining yourfelves with what 
they prefumptuoufly cail the impious fe& of 
Chriftians, they, being eye-witneffes continually 
of [your] good works, may not ‘only lay afide 
thefe blafphemous reproaches, but exchange 
them for commendations and praifes; and fe 
may glorify God in the day of [their] vifitation, 
during the feafon in which the gofpel is preach- 
: ed among them, whereby they are vifited with 
the offers of pardon and falvation. 


Papel seeD onde’ Oop a £5 pe OR IN Tes 


‘Boots us examine our own hearts ferioufly and impartially, with 
ref{pe&t to thofe branches of the Chriftian temper, and thofe 
views of the Chriftian life, which are exhibited in this excellent 
portion of holy writ. Let us, efpecially, inquire, in what man- 
“mer, and to what purpofes we receive the word of God. Is it with 
the fimplicity of babes, or children? do we defire it, as they de- 
fire the breaft ? do we lay afide thofe evil affetions of mind, 
which would incapacitate us for receiving it in a becoming man- 
ner? And does it conduce to our /piritual nourif/bment, and growth 
in grace? have we indeed ta/ffed, that the Lord is gracious ? do 
we experimentally know, that to the true believer the Redeemer 
is ineftimably precious ? have we indeed come tohim, as toa living 
ftone ; and notwithftanding all the neglect and contempt with 
which he may be treated by many infatuated and miferable men, 
by wretches who are bent on their own deftruction, do we re- 
gard, and build on him as our great and only foundation? and 
do we feel that /piritual life diffufed through our fouls, which is 
the genuine confequence of a real and vital union with him ?---If 
thefe be our happy-circumftances, we fhall never be a/bamed or 


confounded; for this is that foundation which God bath laid in Zion 3 


and the united efforts of earth and hell to raze or over-turn it, 
will be fcattered as chaff and ftubble, and by the breath of God 
be rendered utterly vain and ineffeCtual. 

Are we confcious of our high dignity, as we are a chofen gene- 
ration, a royal priefthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people? are 
our hearts fuitably affeCted with a fenfe of the Divine goodne/s, in 
calling us to be a people, who once were not a people ; and us be- 
loved, who were not beloved; in leading us from the deplorable 


b2 dark- 
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198 - And our being ftrangers and fojourners on earth. 
Seon. darknefs-of ignorance and vice, in which our anceffors were in- 
3 volved, into the marvellous light of his gofpel; yea, in diflipating 
thofe thick clouds of prejudice and error, which once vailed this 
_ facred light from our eyes, that its enlivening beams might break 
in upon our fouls? And are we now /bhewing forth his praifes ? 
are we now offering to him /piritual facrifices, in humble depend- 
Ver.s ance on Chrift, our great High Prie/f, who continually interceeds 
for our acceptance with Ged.?» ‘Then fhall we indeed make our 
calling and our eleétion fure, and fhall ere long appear in his hea- 
venly temple, both as kings and priefis unto God, to participate 
of our Redeemer’s glory, to reign with him, and minifter to him 
for ever, ae, 
Let us be careful, in the mean time, to remember, that we 
xx are frrangers and fojourners on earth, as all our fathers were; 
and that our days in this tranfitory life are but as a /badow that 
declineth ; and let us learn to regard the appetites of our animal 
nature, and the interefts of this mortal life, with a noble fuperio- 
rity, reflecting, for how little a {pace of time they will folicit our 
attention. And as for flefbly lujts, let as confider them as mae 
king war againft the foul; arming ourfelves with that refolution 
and fortitude which is neceflary to prevent their gaining a viéto- 
vy over us; which would be, at once, our di/grace and our ruin, 
There is an additional argument to be derived, for a ftrenuous 
oppofition to them, from our circumftances and fituation in the 
prefent world; where there are fo many enemies to our holy re-. 
yz ligion, who cannot be more effectually /lenced than by our good 
converfation. Let it be, therefore, our principal care to cut. off 
from them the occafion of {peaking againfi us as evil-doers; and 
by exhibiting a-clear and unexceptionable pattern of good works in 
our daily converfation, let us invite and allure them to improve 
the day of their vifitation, and glorify their Father who is in hea- 
ven. 


ae = = 
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Jn order to adorn the gofpel, the apoftle urges upon them the exer- 
cife of a due care as to relative duties ; and particularly a fub- 
jection to civil governors, and to mafters, even where their dif- 
poitions or injunétions might be harfb and feveres enforcing all 
by the confideration of that patience with which our Lord Fe- 
fus Chrift endured his moft grievous fufferings. 1 Pet. IL 13, 


to the end. 
y PeTyer II. 13. | r PETER Il. 13. 
Piaess been already urging you to fet a GUamMir your- 
“+4 ycad example before thofe that are with- felves 


outs 


. 


They foould fubmit themfelves to their governors; 199 


felves to every ordi- out; for the further illuftration of that genera] Secr- 


nance of man for the 
Lord’s fake: whe- 
ther it be to the king 
as fupreme ; 


14 Or ‘unto go- 
yernors, asuntothem 
that are’ fent by him 
for the punifhment 
of evil-doers, and for 
the praife of them 
that do well. 


15g For fo is the 
will of God, that 
with well-doing ye 

*may put to filence 
the ignorance of fool- 
ifh men: 

16 As free, and 
not ufing your liber- 
ty for a cloke of ma- 
licionfnefs, but as 
the fervants of God. 


17 Honour all 
men. Love the bro- 
therhood. Fear God. 

‘ Ho- 


precept, let me exhort you to be particularly 
careful to be fubjeét to every human conftitution* 
of government, under which you are providen- 
tially placed, for the Lord’s fake, and that ye 
may not bring any refle€tion upon the religion 
of Jefus ; whether it be to the king or emperor, 
as fupreme; _; Or whether it be to governors, 
and prefidents, as fent and commiilioned dy him 
from Rome, in order to the punif/oment of evil- 
doers, but to the praife of them who do well; 
for this is indeed the true intent of magiltracy, 
and this will be the care of them who rightly un- 
derftand the nature and honour of their office. 
For fo is the will of God in this refpeQ, that by 


doing good ye fbould bridle in the ignorance of fool-- 


i/o men*, which might be ready to caft reflec- 
tions upon you. As thofe who are indeed in 
the nobleft fenfe free, in confequence of your re- 
lation to Chrift and your fhare in the purchafe 
of his blood, yet not ufing [your] liberty as a vail 
and covering for the practice of wickedne/s, as 
the Jews too often do; but behaving continually 
as becomes the fervants of God, as thofe who are 
now more than ever his property in confequence 
of your having been bought with fuch a price. 
Honour all men; maintain an efteem for human 
nature in general, and obferve with pleafure 
whatever is truly honourable in the meaneft and 
moft undeferving of mankind. Love the Chri 
ftian brotherhood with a peculiar and diftinguifh- 
ing affection, {uitable to that fraternal rela- 
tion into which you are brought by your joint 
adoption into the family of God, and infertion 
into the body of Chrift. Reverence God 4 at all 

times 

N22 OVUADY ERS: 


a Every human conftitution.] The whole 
courfe of the apojtle’s reafoning in this 
place fo plainly thews how very inrperti- 
nent it is to apply this to the injunctions 
of men in matters of religion, that one 
cannot but wonder that any rational wri- 
ter fhould ever have mentioned the argu- 
ment which has been drawn from it. 

b In order to the punifoment of evil-do- 
ers.) The Roman governors had the 
power of /ife and death in fuch conquered 
provinces as thofe mentioned chap. i. 1. 
‘There is therefore the exatteft propricty 


in the ftile, as Dr Lardner hath obferyed, 
Credib. vol. 1. p. 167. 

© The ignorance of foolifo men.| By the 
foolifh men here fpoken of, Dr Whitby 
underftands the heathens, who might be 
ready foolifhly to judge of Chriftians by 
the behaviour of the turbulent [ews, and 
fo might reprefent them as a people natu- 
rally averfe from fubjection to kings; as 
Jofephus fays 01 his own nation. 

d Reverence God, &c.] Perhaps no 
finer and (tronger inftances of the Leconic 
file, are to be found any-where ge 

this 
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And obey their mafters, though they were fevere ; 
Sect. times with the fincereft and profoundeft humili- Honour the king. 


ty; and let a fenfe of the honour and favour he 


r Peter has conferred upon you increafe, rather than di- 


Ih 17. 


18 


t9 


20 


minifh that reverence. Honour the king whom 
God hath fet over you, and all the fubordinate 
governors who derive their authority from him 3 
paying obedience to all their juft: commands, 
and taking heed that there be nothing rebellious 
or factious in your behaviour, which would turn 
to the hurt of fociety, and bring a reflection up- 
on your holy profeflion. Ye who are domeftic 
servants and flaves, be in fubjection to [ your own] 
majlers in all things lawful, with all reverence 
and fubmiffion ;.and remember to pay this re- 
gard not only to the good and the gentle, whole 
moderation, clemency, and benevolence make 
your yoke eafy; but alfo te the froward and per- 
verle. For this [is] graceful indeed, and de- 
ferves applaufe, if any one for the fake of con- 
fcience towards God, and.a defire of performing 
his duty to him, patiently endures grief and for- 
row, though he fufer unjuftly ; For atter all, 
what glory [is iz,] or what can you poflibly va- 
lue yourfelves upon, if when ye have committed 
an offence, and are buffeted and correCted for it, 
ye endure [it ?] How can you indeed do other- 
wife? or if you could, how fhameful were it in 
fuch a cafe, to rife againit the hand of your in- 
jured matters? But if, when you have done good, 
and yet fuffer through the tyranny and perverfe- 
nefs, ye endure fit] meekly and patiently, tis 
[is] acceptable and graceful before God*; his 


eye which always judges of the true beauty of 


ae 


characters aright, is even delighted with fuch a 
fpe@tacle, though exhibited in the loweft rank 
of human life. And I would particularly urge 
this meck and patient temper upon you; for to 
this you were called when you were brought in- 
to the profeilion of the Chriftian faith ; becau/e 
Ghrifi himfelf *, pure and fpotlefs as he was, 


ujye= 
5 ge ee ce ne 


18 Servants, be 
fubje& to. your ma- 
fters with all fear: 
not only to the good 
and gentle, but alfo 
to the froward. 


19 For this is 
thank-worthy, if a 
man for conicience 
toward. God en- 
dure grief, fuffering 
wrongfully. 

20 For what glory 
ts it, if when ye be 
buffeted for your 
faults, ye fhall take 
it patiently? but if 
when ye do well, and 
fuffer for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is . 
acceptabie with God. 


21 For eyen here- 
unto were ye called: 
becaufe Chrift alfo 

fuf- 


this place. It is remarkable that they are 
required to honour the emperor, though fo 
great a perfecutor, and of fo abandoned 
a character, as Nero himfelf. 

€ If when ye have done good, and yet 
fuffer, se endure {it,| this [is] graceful be- 
fore God.] The emperor Antgninus quotes 


proached. Ant. Med. L. vii. 


it as an excellent faying of Antifthenes, 
that it is truly royal to do good and ta be re- 

6. 

f Becaufe Chrift himfelf, a It is 
obfervable, that upon the mention of the 
name of Chrift, the apo/fle falls into a 
noble ‘and animated digreffion of feveral 

ver- 


in imita tion of Chrift, who fuffered patiently. 


faffered for us, lea- 
ving us an example, 
that ye fhould follow 
his fteps: 


22 Who did no fin, 
neither was guile 
found in his mouth : 


a3 Who when he 
was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he 
fuffered, he threaten- 
ed not; but commit- 
‘ted himfelf to him 
that judgeth righte- 
oufly : 


24 Who his own 
felf bare our fins in 
his own body on the 
tree, that we being 
dead to fin, fhould 
live unto righteout- 
nefs: by whofe 
ftripes ye were heal- 
ed. 


25 For ye were as 
fheep going aftray; 
but 


Suffered not only buffetings and ftripes, but deep 
and mortal wounds, for you, leaving you ® an 
example and copy, that you might with certainty 
trace, and with conftancy and diligence follow, 
his féotfteps, and by obferving them as his, be 
charmed to an imitation, even where it was moft 
difheult and painful. We cannot expect in- 
deed to arrive at a perfeét refemblance of ity 
but let us endeavour to approach as near as pof- 
fible, even to the amiable character of him, who 
did no fin, neither was any degree of deceit found 
in his mouth ; Who being reviled, reviled not 
again, and fuffering the moft grievous infults 
and injuries, threatened not the vengeance 
which he had it in his power to have execu- 
ted; but committed [himfelf] to him, who jud- 
geth righteoufly, and who in his own moft pro- 
per time will make the righteous and inno- 
cent triumphant over all their enemies. Yet 
we know this fpotlefs and holy Perfon, was 
as much diftinguithed by the grievoufnefs of his 
fufferings, as by the integrity of his character. 
For it is He, who him/elf bore the punifhment 
of our fins in:his own body, when he hung in the 
agonies of crucifixion on the accurfed tree; that 
we being freed from the guilt of our fins 4, 
and the mifery to which they expofed us, might 
live unto righteoufne/s: by whofe ftripes and 
bruifes ye are healed i of evils infinitely greater 
than the cruelty of the fevereft mafters can bring 
upon you; according to the well-known phratfe 
of the prophet, (Iaiah li. 4, 5, 6.) For ye 
were like fheep going aftray, expofed to want and 
danger, and wandering in the way to deftruc- 
tion; but now ye are by Divine grace recovered, 


and 
Ni Ope ie Re Se 


yerfes, to the end of the chapter; after- 
wards he continues to puritie his exhorta- 
tion to relative duties. 

8 Suffered for you, leaving you, &c.] I 
here prefer the reading of the Alexandrian, 
and other MSS. as moft agreeable to the 
fenfe and connection. 

h That being freed from fin : res apop- 
ring amoyevouevos.] That our common 
tranjflation is agreeable to the frequent fig- 
nification of the original word, is certain. 
But fo is the verfion I have chofen, which 
zs approved by Beza, and is preferred and 


adopted by that judicious and learned cri- 
tic Erafmus Schmidius. 

i By whofe firipes, &c.) Mr Cradoc 
fuppofes the meaning of this is, as if he 
had faid, The blood of €hrift, by which 
your fouls are faved, may be a fufficient 
balm for thofe wounds and bruifes which 
your cruel mafters may infli@ upon you; 
that is, it may fo delight your minds as 
to raife you above an undue regard to 
and concern about fuch corporeal fafler- 
ings. Apojffol, Hifory, p: 407. 
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Reflections on our obligation to relative duties. 


and turned again to him who bears the import- but bsp nog ectniel 
ant and tender character of the great Shepherd Bithop ate youl 
ceived you under his paftoral care, and will 

maintain that infpeCtion over you which fhall 

be your continued fecurity from returning to 

thofe fatal wanderings; and the fenfe of “this 

may cheer and comfort you under any oppref- 

fion or injuries to which you may be expofed. 


Pal ee OV ee ee Te 
* 
‘S the honour of God is eminently concerned in the regard 
fhewn by his people to the relative duties, let us out of a 


due re{pect to that; pay a very careful and diligent attention to . 


them; that the i ignorance of foolifb mens of thofe who reproach our 
good converfation in Chrift, may be utterly filenced.. Let magi- 
Jjirates efpecially be reverenced, and in all things lawful, obeyed. 
And if they defire to fecure reverence to their perfons and autho- 
rity, let them remember the end and defign of their office, name- 
ly, to bea terror to evil-doers, and a praife and encouragement 
to the regular and virtuous. And let ws, who rejoice in our li- 
berty, that liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free, be very 


careful, that it be not abufed as a cloke of licentioufne/s ; but as- 


we would manifeft our fear and reverence of God, let us remem- 
ber to honour the king; yea, to render to every man, and every 
{tation and character, the efteem and refpeét which he juftly 


claims; feeling at the fame time, the conftraints of a peculiar 
affection to all thofe who are united to us, by the endearing cha-~ 


racter of our brethren in the Lord.---Should men who fill /upe- 
rior ftations and relations im life, not be fo regular and without 
exception, in their private and public deportment as they ought, 
let us perform our duty, not only to the gentle and obliging, but 
ito the perverfe and froward; remembering our Lord’s example, 
which was fet before us that we might follow his feps. And let 
his marvellous Jove in bearing our fins in his own facred body on 
the tree, endear both his example and his precepts to our fouls, 
and con{train us to a holy conformity to-him. 

Since he who is the great Shepherd and Bifbop of fouls, came 
on the moft gracious and condefcending errand of feeking and /a- 
ving that which was loft, of gathering us into his fold, who were 
wandering in the way to perdition; let us fhew fo mitch gratitude 


” 


and wildom, as not to wander any more; but as we regard our 


fe- 
N20 Se Dy nee 
k Bifhop of your fouls.] ‘This is an in- fervants: yet does it in general language, 
ftance of that duplicity of defign which is as well knowing that many of them were 
often to be found in the epi/t/es. The a- the concerns of all Chriftian readers, 
poftle urges thefe things peculiarly upon ‘ 


Wives Poould be fubjet to their hufbands : 
fecurity and our very life, let us keep our Shepherd in our éye, 8¥er- 
fubmit ourfélves to his paftoral infpection, and cheerfully follow 
him, in whatfoever path he fhall condefcend to conduct us. 


REG OPA Oat ¥ V. 


Chriftian wives are Addirited to fuomit themfelves to their jade; 
and to ftudy the ornaments of their minds, rather than of their 
perfons ; and likewife hufbands are exhorted to treat their wives 
‘in. a becoming and honourable manner, from a tender fenfe of 


thofe infirmities to which the fex 1s peculiarly liable. 


[,---7: 


rPerer III. i. 
IKEWISE, ye 
wives, de in fub- 
je€tion to your own 
hufbands; that if any 
obey not the word, 
they alfo may. with- 
out the word be won 
by the’ converfation 
of the wives, 


2 While they be- 
hold your chafte con- 
verfation coupled with 
fear: 


3 Whofé adorning, 
let it not be that out- 
ward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and 

of 


1 Pet. Id 


I Perer Il. t. 

Have been difcourfing of the duty of a fer- 

vant; let me now likewife confider thole of 
fome other relations; and, particularly urge it 
upon you, O yerChriftian wives, that ye [de] 
in fubjection to your own hufbands, in all things 
jut and lawful; that if any of them be difobe- 
dient to the word of the gofpel, and have refufed 
to yield to all the other mighty arguments by 
which Chriftianity is fupported, they may, with- 
out attending upon the word, be gained over, to 
the love and practice of it, by the amiable and 
edifying deportment of [their] wives: Par- 
ticularly, beholding your chafte and {potlefs con- 
verfation, in the fear of God, and with a due 
reverence to your hufbands, ‘for his fake, and 
not merely on conftraint. Be careful to be- 
have in every refpect as becomes thofe whofe 
happinefs it 1s to be acquainted with the great 
principles of Chriftianity; and particularly con- 


fider, how they fhould influence your conduct 


in the adorning of your perfons *.. And as to 
this, let it not be merely picheaie b; nor confit 
in the plaiting and braiding the hair, or in put- 


ting 


Ni. O.. F EOS, 


2 Whofe adorning, &c.] Plutarch quotes 
a paffage from Crates, in which he ob- 
ferves, in words greatly refembling thefe, 
WG That neither gold, nor-emeralds, nor 
** pearls give grace and ornament to a 
“© woman; but all thofe things, which 
«¢ clearly exprefs, ‘and fet off her gravily, 
“© regularity and modefty.” Precept. Cong. 
p- 86. But St Peter’s precept is enriched 
with a variety of rnuch more noble and 

Vou. VI. x 
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' 
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agreeable thoughts, efpecially when re- . 


commending virtué as the oraamtent ¢ of ihe 
hidden man, incorruptible; amd prec: ous int 
the fight of God, the trueft judge of beauty 
and perfe¢tion. 

b Let it not be, &c.] This is not to 
be interpreted as abfolutely propiditing the 
ornaments of drefs, but only the making 
thefe things our chief concern. Compare 
John vi. 27. with 1 Tim. vy. 8. 
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ting on chains of gold about the neck, or ear- 
rings, or bracelets of gold on the arms, or in 
wearing of fumptuous and fplendid apparel : 
But \et your ornament be of a much more glo- 
rious nature; let it confift in a well regulated 
temper of mind, in having the hidden man of 
the heart tightly formed: let it be feated in 
what is more incorruptible by fax than gold or 
gems, which, ftable as they are, may in time 
wear away, and are liable to a variety of acci- 
dents; I mean, in the beautiful and harmonious 
difpofition of a meek and quiet fpirit, Glently 


-fubmitting to the condu€& of your hufbands, 


6 


and gently accommodating yourfelves to them 
as far as reafonably you can; which argues an 
inward wifdom and goodnefs, that is highly pre- 
cious in the fight of God himfelf; who looks with 
comparative contempt on thofe little artifices 
by which the notice of vain men is often attrac- 
ted. This has long been the prevailing’ fa- 
fhion in God’s family; for /o the holy women al- 
foy who hoped in God, and ferved him in the in- 
tegrity of their hearts, long fince, adorned them- 
felves, being, agreeably to the exhortations I 
have been giving you, in /ubjection to their own 
hufbands: As you may particularly recollect 
in the inftance of Sarah, who you know obeyed 
Abraham her hufband, calling bim conftantly, 
when fhe fpoke of him, her Jord, though fhe 
was not only of the fame family with him, but 
was herfelf in fo peculiar a manner dignified by 
God, and had her name changed in token of 
her being a mother of many nations, and of the 
veneration in which fhe was to be held in all 
fucceeding ages: Remember therefore the cha- 
racter of this excellent woman, whom thofe of 
you, who are of Jewith extraction, are fo fond 
of calling your mother; and whofe daughters you 
indeed are, fo long as ye do well, and preferving, 
by fuch a conduct, your inward tranquillity and 
fortitude, are not meanly terrified, {fo as to act 
out of character, with any amazement °, or dan- 


ger, 
Ne Oo Bs 

© Not terrified with any amazement.) from thofe alarms 

Many have apprehended this /aj? claufe is 

fuggefted as an argument to perfuade them 

to do well, that they would be preferved 


And fhould ftudy internal ornaments. 


of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of 
apparel; 


4. But /et it be the 
hidden. man of the 
heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, e- 
ven the ornament of a 
meek and quiet {pirit, 
which is in the fight 
of God of great price. 


5 For after this 
manner in the old 
time, the holy wo- 
men alfo who truft- 
ed in God, adorned 
themfelves, being in 
fubjeétion unto their 
own hufbands; 

6 Even as Sara o- 
beyed Abraham, eall- 
ing him lord: whofe 
daughters ye are as 
long as ye do well, 
and are not afraid 
with any amazement. 


and terrors which a 


perverfe and rebellious conteft with fupe- 
rior power might bring along with it, 
and which would indeed proye as injuri- 


ons 


i ee eS ee eS ee 


Hujbands foould treat their wives honourably. 


7 Likew#fe, ye 
hufbands, dwell with 
them according to 
knowledge, giving 


‘honour unto the wife 


as unto the weaker 
veffel, and as being 
heirs together of the 
grace of life; that 
your prayers be not 


hindered. 


ger, which may meet you in'the way of your 
duty. ‘The want of a becoming and neceflary 
fortitude in this cafe, would indeed be attended 
with fatal confequences, and render you unwor- 
thy of fo honourable a title. And that the 
duty of the wife may be rendered more eafy and 
agreeable, and ye hufbands may have more rea- 
fon to expect it to be cheertully performed, let 
it be your care ikewife that ye dwell with [ your 
wives] according to knowledge, and in fuch a 
manner as becomes thofe who have been in- 
{tructed in that great fyftem of wifdom and du- 
ty, the gofpel of Chrift. And particularly be 
careful fo to order your affairs, that you may 
not be prevented from allotting an honourable 
and comfortable /ub/jiftence to the woman; for 
this is 2 piece of refpeCt which is due to the ten- 
dernefs and infirmity of her fex, as being upon 
the whole the weaker veffel, lefs able to endure 
the fatigue of labour, and fubjeét to various in- 
difpofitions which peculiarly require fuccour and 
accommodation. See therefore that this duty 
be properly and carefully performed, that your 
hearts may be endeared to each other; and up- 
on the whole, converfe together, as [thofe who 
are soint-heirs ef the grace of eternal life, and 
are folicitous, that your behaviour may be cor- 
refpondent to fo exalted a hope, and may be fo 
ordered in every refpeCt, that your joint-prayers 
may not be hindered *, nor the pleafures of de- 

votion 

NOM en aor 


ous to their peace as to their charatter. 
But the ftru@ture of the Greek fenience 
makes it evident, that he {peaks of the 
condition on which they were to preferve 
the characters of daughters of Sarah. Pof- 
fibly the apa/tle might have in his mind 
the inftance in which Sarah acted beneath 
her ufual charaéter, when through fear 
and fudden amazement fhe denied her 
having loughed. Gen. xviii. 15, And if 
he had, it is the defign of this fentence to 
intimate, that though in that inftance the 
foiled, the generally ated in a very differ- 
ent manner: butasthehintis very ob/ique, 
I chufe not to exprefs it very ftrongly 
in the pataphrajfe, though I have indeed 
lanced upon it. —- 

d Allotting an honourable fubjijtence to 
the woman.) ‘Vhe reader may {ee a very 
different, and truly I think, avery unju/li- 
fiable interpretation of thefe words in Dr 


Whitby; which T fhall not fo much as 
tranfcribe.—It is to be remembered, ‘that 
many of the Chriftians were. perfons of 
low rank in lite, which might make fuch 
a precept of maintaining their wives decent- 
ly, and not fubjeéting them to harder la- 
bour than they could bear, (which they 
might be tempted to do from their indi- 
gent circumitances,) exceeding proper. 
This fenfe of the word rin, (as fignify- 
ing fubjifience or maintenance, ) is fo much 
confirmed by 1 Tim. v. 17. that I think 
I need fay*no more to vindicate it, 

© That your prayers may not be hindered.} 
Thefe words feem {trongly to intimate the 
great importance of focial prayer; as, when 
when we fhortly expect to unite in acts of 
domeftic devotion, a concern not to be no- 
torionfly unfit for it, will be a guard upon 
our general behaviour, 
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Reflections on our relative duties. 


votion impaired by any fecret alienation of heart, 
but rather be increafed by the ftrictelt union 
and fincereft affection. 


BoM PORNO Vee Ones BB NTS 


ET us obferve with a pleafing attention, how greatly folici- 

tous all the agofiles are, not only to eftablifh the doétrines of 
Chriftianity, but to inculcate its precepts ; particularly thofe, 
which refer to the relative duties of life. ‘The comprehenfive 
argument, by which St Peter enforces thofe of one peculiar re- 
lation, may be confidered as alfo enforcing al/ the ref ; I mean, 
the tendency of our exemplary behaviour, to win over thofe who 


are without the word, or are difobedient ta it. In this manner let - 


us all plead the caufe of our Lord and Mafter. And this filent, 


_ this winning eloquence will, by the Divine blefling, be powerful 


3.4 


and effectua].---Uhe vail of Seles is decent in al/, and an hum- 
ble caution, and fear of offending, are to be Ro nlidered as duties 
of univerfal obligation. But if the weaker /ex are commanded to 
aim at a noble fuperiority to the concerns of this animal life, and 
to the parade and vanity of dre/s, it may with greater reafon be 
aes irom men, who boalt of their fuperior underftanding 
and larger experience. They, not only from Chriftian humility, 
but, one would think, even from a manly pride, fhould be raifed 
above fuch childifh ornaments, in contriving and adjufting which, 
many who are ftiled rational creatures, fpend much too large a 
portion of their preciaus time, and for the fake of which they ne- 
gicét the cultivation and embellifhment of their intelligent and 
immortal part, and the lecuring a happinefs that will never have 
an end: as if glittering 3 in the acyes of our fellow-worms were fo 
defirable a thing, that it were ®orth while, for the fake of it, to 
expofe ourlelves to condemnation from God! Let the hidden man of 
the heart be more our care; and when. that is rightly governed, 

the proper conduct of our external behaviour will be natural and 

eafy. 

Let us labour to walk according ta knowledge, to behave as thofe 
who have been well inftructed in the fcience of the gofpel, in 
comparifon of which all other {ciences are ignerance and vanity. 
Let us be ready to make allowance for the natural infirmities of 
thofe about us. Efpecially, let hufbands confider thofe of their 
qwiuves, (not as an encouragement to oppreffion, than which no- 
thing could be more ungenerous, but) as an engagement in all » 


honour and confcience, to a tender and refpeciful behaviour. How ° 


becoming and amiable is fuch conduct in thofe who through Di- 
vine grace are heirs of eternal life! And if a due care be not 
maintained on this head, there will be an indifpofition for /ocial 
and for Jecret prayer ; and when, the pleafures of devotion are 

des 


‘ 


The apoftle exhorts them to be unanimous. 


deftroyed or embittered, it is not to be expected any other kind Sec. 
of pleafure, worth the regard of a rational creature, can long con- 


tinue. 


’ 
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The apoftle urges various arguments on the Chriflian converts, to 
engage them to an ingfenfive, benevolent, and ufeful life and.con- 
verfation, and to a steady courageous adherence to their religion 


amidft all oppofition. 1 Pet. Il. 8,---17. 


1 PeTer Ill. 8. 
InauLy, be ye all 
of one mind, ha- 
ving compaffion one 
of another; love as 
brethren, be pitiful, 
be courteous: 


9 Not rendering 
evil for evil, or rail- 
ing for railing: but 
contrariwife, blef- 
fing; knowing that 
ye are thereunto call- 
ed, that ye fhould 
jnherit a bleffing. 


10 For he that 
will love life, and 
fee good days, let 
bim. refrain his 
tongue from evil, and 
his lips that. they 
fpeak no guile. 


) 


tr Let him efchew 
evil, and do good; 
let him feek peace, 
cand enfue it. 


12 For the eyes 
of the Lord are over 
the 


2 He that would love life, &c.] The 


1 Peter II. 8. 

O conclude this head; my brethren, [de] all 
unanimous, guarding againit all unnecef- 

fary occafion of contention; be /ympathizing, 
full of brotherly love to all Chriftians, compaffion- 
ate to thofe that are in diftrefs, and friendly to 
all thofe that need your afliftance ; Not re- 
turning evil for-evil, nor reproach for reproach ; 
but on the contrary, rather blefing, evento thofe 
that curfe you, according to our Lord’s precept ; 
knowing that to this purpofe ye were called to the 
profeflien of Chriftianity, that ye might inherit 
a blefing immenfe and eternal; the expectation 
of which, (confidering its infinite importance,) 
may well keep your {pirits calm and compofed, 
whatever be the injury and ill-ufage you may 
meet with from your fellow-men. For this 
you know is the language of the Pfalmift, and 
it ought never to be forgotten, (Pfal. xxxiv. 12, 
13.) What man is he that would love life*, in 
the trueft fenfe of loving and enjoying it, and 
would /ee good, profperous, and happy days ? let 
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
from {peaking deceit ; Let him turn away from 
the practice of all that is evi/, and do good to the 
utmoft extent of his power; let him /eek alter 
peace, and refolutely purfue it, even though it 
may appear to fly away from him. For the 
favourable eyes of the Lord [are] continually fet 


up- 
N YOu Dirk. 
malice of men in a great meafure difarmed, 
ver. 13, &c. And thefethree arguments 


apoftie here urges in favour of the virtues 
he recommends; that by thefe the comforts 
of life will be fecured, ver. 10, 11. the 
favour of God engaged, ver. 12. ‘and the 


are indeed of very great weight and im- 
portance. 
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SECT. 


6. 


Peer to the voice of their fupplications ; 
» BN. 22. 


ot) 


14 his followers? 


iS 


They foould be ready to give a reafon of their hope : 


upon the righteous, to watch over and protect 
them ; and his ears [are] ever [open] to liften 
but the face of 
the Lord, his countenance full of wrath and re- 
fentment, [is] fet againft them that do evil; in- 
fomuch that he will even blot out their names 
from the book of the living, and caufe their re- 
membrance to perifh from the earth. _'Thefe are 
the things which on the one hand may be ho- 
ped for, and on the other, dreaded, as the confe- 
quence of practifing, or neglecting religion. 
And now reflect with yourfelves, who /ball 
hurt you ? who fhall have the ability, or incli- 
nation to hurt you, if ye imitate him who is fu- 
premely good, if you copy after the benevolerice 
of the Divine Being, and of your great Mafter, 
whofe whole life was fo illuftrious an example 


the righteous, and 
his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but 


ithe face of the Lord 


is againft them that 
do evil. 5 5 


13 And who its he 
that will harm you, 
if ye be followers of 
that which is good? 


of the moft diffufive generofity and goodnefs to _ 


But if you Should fuffer oil ac- 
count of righteoufne/s, [ye are] fill happy in fpite 
of all the malicious'and outrageous efforts of your 
enemies to render you miferable: therefore fear 
not their terror >, neither ‘be troubled, as they 
are, under the various calamities of life, who 
are, alas! utterly deftitute of your fupport. 
But fanétify the Lord Godin your hearts ; behave 
towards him continually with that reverence, 
with that dutiful and obedient regard, which 
his unrivalled perfeCtions and glories demand ; 
and [be] always prepared, by a ready and fami- 
liar acquaintance with the contents and eviden- 
ces of your holy religion, and by that cheerful- 
nefs and prefence of mind which arifes from a 
confcioufnefs of your practical regard to it, to 


_ 14 But and if ye 
fuffer for righteouf- 
ne{s’ fake, happy are 
ye: and be not afraid 
of their terror, nei- 
ther be troubled; 


15 But fandtify the 
Lord God in your 
hearts; and be ready _ 
always to give an an- 
{wer to every man 
that afketh you a rea- 
fon of the hope that 
is in you, with meek- 
nefs and fear; 


Lofer] an apology to every one that demands of — 


you an account of the exalted hope which is in 
you, and which enabled you to maintain fuch fe- 
renity and compofure, under thofe troubles and 
perfecutions to which the profeflion of Chri- 
{tianity may expofe you. And that this’ noble 
defence may be rendered the more effectual, let 
it. be made with meeknef/s and reverence; the 
good 

N= 0) TBs , 

b Fear ‘not their terror.) Mr Fofeph ving God. 
Mede underftands it, as if be had faid, 
Fear not the Jew, nor the Gentile; but 
fanctify, reverence and worfhip the one 


Diater. on Luke xi. 2. 
I think thei interpretation given in the pa- 
rapbrafe is much more natural. 


But 


© That 


And fhould live as to fame their accufers. 
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good fruit of your religious principles appearing Secrs 


16 Having a good jn th ie : . 
tonftience ; that oe the prety and gentlenefs of your minds. Let 


6. 


phereacamhey: fpeak. 1 be your conftant endeavour, that, having a x Peter 
evil of youas of evil- good confcience, you be always bold and coura- Jl. 16. 


doers, they may be geous in the defence of that fyftem of religion 

afhamed that falfely : : 5 ‘i 
aceufe your good con- Which gives to fuch a confcience fo mighty and 
verfation in Chyitt. {table a fupport; that wherein they, who bitterly 
oppofe your religion, /peak againft you as evil- 
doers, and lay to your charge crimes of the moft 
deteftable nature, they may be a/hamed*; they, 
I fay, who revile your good, inoffenfive, and ufe- 
ful canver/fation in the profeflion of that religion 
Sie which brings you into fuch an intimate relation 
tere sae isang to Chrift. For [it is} certainly better to fuf- 
fo, that ye fuffer for JVs (if it be the will of God, that you fhould fuf- 
well-doing, than for fer,) for doing good, than for doing evil; the 
evil-doing. teftimony of a good contcience, and the fenfe of 
the Divine favour, affording the nobleft fupports 
in the former cafe; whereas in the latter, the 
fevereft torments that can be endured, are thofe 
which the guilty mind infli€ts upon itfelf: to 
which we may add, that while we fuffer for the 
truth, we have the pleafure of reflecting, that 
we follow our blefled Redeemer; and this is a- 
nother moft powerful fource of confolation, of 
which I fhall prefently have occafion to difcourfe 

more particularly and largely. 


EMP CR Oe Bie Be. INO T. 


How very aftonifhing, and lamentable is it, that when the 

- way to happinefs is fo plainly delienated, fo few fhould find 
it! What man is there, who does not dejfire life, and love many 
days, in which he may fee good? Yet how few tongues are kept 
from evil, how few lips from /peaking guile! How few decline 
from evil, and do good! How few feek peace, and purfue it? On 
the contrary, how much low cunning and artifice, and what dif- 
cords and contentions reign among mankind! And they often 
iffue in ‘thofe bloody wars and fightings, which arife from tho/e 
lufts that war in our members. How deteftable, and how mifer- 
able, do thefe perverfe and ungovernable paffions render us! How 


fadly do they prevent the a/cent of our prayers to God, and the 
de 
¢ INO) aE eb s 
© Thar wherein they peak againft you, the Chriftians, by which it plainly ap- 
they may be afbamed.] { think this re- pears that he was ashamed of what the 
markably illuftrated by the ftraia of that ~/aws required, when he confidered how 
epiftle of Pliny, in which he gives an ac-  inoffenfive their behaviour was 
count of his own conduf, in perfecuting 


17 


Ver. 10 


\ 


o10 Reflections on our obligations to fincerity and candour + 
ie t- defcent of his mercies upon us! Mercies, which he is ever red 
; “y to impart to thofe who are meet and difpofed to receive 
em. } ‘ 
There is notwithftanding a /ittle remnant, who are ri bteous 
before him; and to them his gracious eye is continually direted 
for their good: to their cry, yea to the foft whifpers of their fup- 
Ver.12 plications, 4is ears are ever open. Honoured and happy above 
all the children of men are they who have the favour and the 
attention of the great Sovereign,of the univerfe. Who will be 
3 able to hurt or injure them, fhould they have malignity enough 
to wi/b and attempt it?---And as this loving-kindnefs of the Lord 
is thus productive of fecurity and happinefs to his people, let it 
engage us to be followers and imitators of him, who is fupremely 
good. We may then face all the menaces of a frowning world, 
14,15 with an holy iatrepidity, and fanétifying the Lord God in our 
hearts, making him our fear and our dread, we need not have any 
terrible apprehenfions of what men or devils can do unto us. 
Yea, we fhall in that cafe, not only have nothing ‘to fear, but 
every thing to hope, which can conduce to our real and everlatt- 
ing felicity. Encouraged by thefe important confiderations, let 
it be our care, in the fear of God, to ftudy and endeavour clear- 
ly to underftand the foundations of our religion, and of our gio- 
rious hopes, that we may be able to defend it againit every attack, ~ 
however formidabie, and to give an account of our hope to all whe 
Jball demand it, in {weet harmony and complacency of foul, -un- 
difturbed with the difquietude, and untainted with the example, 
9 of thofe who render evil for evil, and railing-for railing. On 
the contrary, let us greatly triumph over all i//-wfage, by repay- 
ing it with good; and maya fenfe of that important dlefing, 
.which by the gofpel we are called to inherit, diffufe that plea/ure 
and happinefs through our whole fouls, which may carry them 
above the refentment of the little injuries we receive from the 
unkindnefs of men, and difpofe us to every genuine expreflion 
8 of that unlimited benevolence, which, fhould fill and expand the 
hearts of thofe who are thus feafted with the Divineft hopes and 
confolations. 


SR Epes aay 


The apojile Peter urges on the Chriftian converts, the atonement, 
refurrection and exaltation of their Divine Saviour, the cbliga- 
tion of their baptifmal covenant, and the awful folemnity of the 
laft judgment, ta engage them to a life of Chriftian mortification 

and 


\ 


Chri ‘jt, dying in the ehh, was quickened by the Spirit: 211 
4nd holine/s, whatever oppofition they might be called to encoun 
ter. 1 Peter Ill. 18,---IV.6. | - - 


I Peger IN, 18. 1 Peter Il. 18: 


FOR Chrit alo | Have already obfeeved, that if it be the will $ ECT. 
hath once faffered *° of God you thould fuffer, itis better it fhould _ 7°, 


for fins, the juft for 

_ the unjuft, (that he 
might bring us to 
God) being put to 
death in the flefh, 
but quickened by the 
Spiric: 


1 Peter 


be for doing well than for doing evil; and it is 
Til. 183 


very evidently fo, becaufe hereby we are made 
conformable to Chriff our Head and Leader, 
whom it cannot but be our glory and happi- 
nefs to refemble; for he alo once fuffered for 
jins *; he, who was fo eminently and per- 
fectly the guj, fuffered for the unjuft, for our 
benefit, and in our ftead, that he might intro- 
duce us to God, and fix us in a ftate of accep- 
tance and favourable intercourfe with him, be- 
ing indeed put to death in the fle/b, by thofe ene- 
mies whom God permitted for a while to tri- 
umph over him; but quickened by the Spirit of 
God», which foon re-animated his body, and 


19 By which alfo raifed it to an immortal life: | Even that Spi- 1g 
he went and preach- tie Jy the infpiration of which granted to his 
ed unto the fpirits in . 7, 4 : ; : 
prifon; ~ - faithful fervant Noah, going forth as it were, in 
that progrefs in which he employed him, he 
preached to thofe notorious finners, who for their 
difobédience, have fince experienced the juft fe- 
verity of the Divine vengeance, and aré now in 
the condition of feparate /pirits, referved as it 
were in prifon ©, to the feverer judgment at the | 
30 Which fome- great day. I fpeak of thofe, who were long 20 


time fin 3 
hg Nee ii da Ss 

4 Becaufe Chrift alfo once fuffered, &e.] Theolog. Works, p- 18. Bifhop Pearfin 

The following /eGion, though it feemsa on the Creed, p. 228, Lord Barrington 


kind of digreffion occafioned by the apo/ile’s 
mentioning the name of his bleffed Majer, 
yet is in the main properly connected with 
his purpofe of animating them under their 
fufferings. . 

b Suickened by the Spirit.| Dr More 
renders it, remaining alive in the Jpirit, 
and urges it as an argument again{t the 
fleep of the fout. More's Theol. Works, 

Bie 

© The fpirits in prifon.] Hardly any 
text has been more differently interpreted 
than this. Some underftand it of fouls, 
who were in fome /ower place in paradife, 
tv guagzn, Of in a watch-tower, where 
they were waiting the Redeemer’s coming; 
others of thofe in hell, whom he deliver- 
ed, to grace his triumph. . See Dr More’s 

Vou. VI. i 


Dd 


underftands it of Noah’s preaching to his 
own family, fhut up with-bim in the ark; 
while Dr Whitby and Burnet underftand 
it of thofe who were in the darknéis of 
heathen ignorance. Burnei’s four Dic. 
p. 68. 69. Compare Limborch’s Theol. 2. 
xili. 27,28. Upon the whole, I think 
the fenfe given in the paraphrafe is mott 
eafy; and next to that, know none more 
probable than that of Mr Cradock, who 
explains it of Chrifl’s preaching, while he 
was on earth, to thofe who were now 
Spirits in prifon; which might engage them 
to aholy caution, left they alfo fhould trite 
with the means of falvation which they 
enjoyed, and perifh as the former did. 
Compare Mat. v. 25. Rev. xx. 7. 


d@ Cars 


212 By which he preached to the finners of the old world. 


Sect. fince difobedient, when once the abufed and in- 
cen, fultedtong-fuffering of acompafhonate God waited 
1 Peter upon them, in the days of the patriarch Noah, 
Ul. 20. during the fucceflion of one hundred and twenty 
years, while the ark was preparing; in which 

few, that is, eight fouls, of Noah and his wife, 

his three fons and their wives, were carried 
Safely through the water 4, in which the refidue 

21 of mankind perifhed. The antitype to which °, 
(or that which correfponds to, and was figured 
by it, that is, by the prefervation of Noah’s 
family in the ark,) does now fave us, or is the 
inftrument of our fafety and prefervation, as the" 
ark was of theirs; [1 mean} bapti/m, whereby we 
are received into the Chriftian church, and num- 
bered amongitthe heirs of falvation: but thenit 1s 
to be remembered, that itis not merely the putting 
away the pollution of the flefb by the ufe of material 
water, for that would be very infignificant; dut 
the anfwer of a good confcience ©, the reply that 
it makes when interregated in the prefence of 
Ged, and fpoken in fuch a language as he only 
is capable of hearing and underitanding; and 
when this likewife is found, then we attain fal- 
vation, dy that great event in which at baptifm 
we declare ourfelves believers; I mean the re- 
furreétion of our Lord Fefus Chri from the dead ; 
Whois now {et down at the right-hand of God, be- 
ing gone into heaven *, there to'take poffeflion of 
the 

NEO 2c hae 


time were difobedi- 
ent, when once the 
long-fuffering of God 
waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark 
was a - preparing, 
wherein few, that is, 
eight fouls, were faved 
by water. 


a1 The like figure 
whereunio, even bap- 
tifm, doth alfo now 
fave us (not the put- 
ting away of the filth 
of the flefh, but the 
an{wer of a good con- 
fcience towards God} 
by the refurrection of 
Jefus Chrift : 


22 ‘Who is gone 
into heaven, and is 
on. the right-hand of 
God; angels, and 

aus 


a*Carried fafely through the water: 3? 
udzios.) Raphelivs abundantly juftifies 
this fenfe of the’ particle dia, when ufed 
with a genilive cafe. See Annot. ex Xenobh. 
in loc. 

© The antitype to which.] That is, the 
thing which correfponds, not with the 
qater, but with the ark. 

© Baptifm, not the putting away the pol- 
lution of the flefh, but the anfwer of a good 
confcience.} It is well known the Jews 
laid a great ftrefs upon their /u/frations. 
The apoftle therefore very properly cau- 
tions them againft fuch foolifh dependencies. 
A courageous readinefg in the performance 
of their whole duty, and even in fuffering 
perfecution for the fake of truth, was ab- 
folutely neceffary; in order to maintain 
that good con/cience, to which in their 
baprifm they profefled fuch a regard, and 
to the exercife of which they fo folemnly 
engaged themfelves,—Archbifhop Leigh- 


ton has obferved in this place, that the 
word exepolnuc here ufed, is a judicial 
word, and fignifies interrogations ufed in 
the law for a trial, or executing a procefs, 
which is much preferable to the tranflation 
Dr Barrow gives us, namely, the free and 
fincere ftipulation. Barrow’s Works, vol. 1. 
Pp: 355-—It is a credible fae, fupported 
by Cyprian, and other ancient writers, 
that the catechumen had certain interroga- 
tions put to him at bapiifm, concerning 
his faith in Chrift, and his renounciation 
of Satan, and all the works of darkne/s, 
and the vanity of the world; and it is 
very probable the apo/t/e may refer to that 
cujiom. ; 
£ Being gone into heaven, &c.) When 
the apojile {peaks of the refurreGtion and 
glory of Chrift, he means not only to re- 
prefent him as the obje& of our confidence 
but to intimate, that if we imitate him in 
his courageous fidelity, we may hope 
ta 


-mind : 


As Chrift then hath Vfferedsfor-us in the 


authorities, and pow- 
ers, being made fub- 
jek unto him. 


IV. x. Forafmuch 
then as Chrift hath 
fuffered for us in the 
fiefh, arm yourfelves 
likewife with the fame 
for he that 
hath fuffered in the 
ficth, hath ceafed 
from fin; 


2 That he no long- 
er fhould live the reft 
of his timein the fleth, 
to the lufts of men, 
but to the will of 
God. 


3 Forthetime paft 
of our life may fuf- 
fice us to have 
wrought the will of 
the Gentiles, when 
we walked in lafcivi- 
oufnefs, lnfts, excefs 
of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and a- 
bominable idolatries: 


213 


the glory prepared for him, where he reigns fu- Secr. 


preme over all worlds, all the angels and.autho- 
rities and powers, which are there enthroned, 
being made fuljeét to him, and humbly bowing 
before his fuperior dignity and authority. 

As Chrift therefore has fuffered for us in the 
fiefb {uch extreme and amazing fufferings as are 
not to be defcribed, and even when their weight 
lay heavieft upon him, even in the agony of 
death, perfifted in his generous defign to ac- 
complith all that was needful for our redemption 
and falvation; I befeech you, arm yourfelves 
likewife with the fame fortitude and refolution 
of mind in his caufe, whatever extremities you 
may be called out to endure. And let this en- 
gage you, on the like principles, to mortify all 
your irregular defires, and to die to fin; for he 
who hath, in conformity to our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, fufered this crucifixion in the fle/b of 
which I now fpeak; he has ceafed from the ha- 
bitual practice of all fin whatfoever 8, and confi- 
ders himfelf as abfolutely and finally dead to it, 
fo as never to return to it any more, And no 
longer ta live [his] remaining time in the fle/b, 
whether it be fhorter or longer, according to the 
lufts of men, thofe lufts by which they are too 
frequently and generally governed; but accard- 
ing to the will of God, in a holy conformity and 
obedience to the Divine precepts, how contra- 
ry foever they are to his own carnal and fenfual 
inclinations, or to his worldly interefts. For 
furely the time of life that is paft, [may] appear 
to [be] fuficient, and more than fufficient for us, 
to have forgotten the great end for which life 
was given, and fo have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles ; following thofe pleafures and purfuits 
to which the heathens that know not God, are 
addi€ted ; when ye walked in all the variety of 
lafcivioufnefs, inordinate defires, exces of wine, 
banqueting, drunkennefs, and unlawful aes 

€ 
EO Done 


to partake with him in his glory. 

& He who hath fuffered in the flefh hath 
ceafed from fin, &c.] It is plain, that 
Suffering in the fleff, cannot fignify /uffer- 
ing death; becaufe the apoftle in the very 
next verfe mentions the remaining part of 
life as not to be fpent in the lufts of the 


Ddz 


S. 
flefh. The fenfe, to be fure, is fomething 
obfcure; and I have fometimes doubted 
whether it may not intimate, that the 
confcioufnefs of having endured /ujfering 
for Chrift greatly confirms our motives to 
obedience. 


bh Une 
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Peter 
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Sect. ble zdelatries ®: 


vi 


Sew, 


oe 


We thould live according to God in the fpirit. 
Ln refpett to which abomi- 
nable courfe of life, tAey who were once your 
r Peter partners in fuch enormities, now think it frange i 
IV. 4. that you run not with them, as ye once did, into 
the fame profufion of the moft profligate riot * + 


‘4 Wherein they. 
think it ftrange that 
you run not with 
them to the fame ex- 
eefsiof riot, fpeaking 
evil of you s 


fpeaking evil [of you,| wretched creatures as 


5 they are, 


Who though forgetful of the true 
honour and happinefs of the human nature, /ball 
neverthelefs give an account of all this diforder 
and abufe, zo him who is ready in a little time to 


gs Who fhall give 
account to him that 
is ready to judge the 
quick and the dead. 


appear, that he may judge the living and the 


6 dead: 


/ 


For it was to this purpofe that the go/- 
pel was preathed .alfo to the diflolute Gentiles, 
who might truly be faid to be dead in trefpafles 
and fins, that they might be gudged according to. 
men in the flefo'; that they might be brought to 
fuch a ftate of life, as their carnal neighbours 
will look upon as a kind of condemnation and 


6 For,» for this. 
caufe was the gofpel 
preached alfo to them 
that are dead, that 
they might be judged 
according to, men in 
the feth, but live ac- 
cording to God in the 
fpirit. 


death 5 but might live according to God in the. 
fpirit, might be brought to a truly f{piritual and 
Divine life: and if when men hear of the gof- 
pel, they will not receive and improve it for this 


h Unlawful idolatries.] | Confidering 
how very averfe the Jews were in the a- 
pofiles time to idolatry, 1 cannot think in 
this paflage he hath a refpeét to them, 
and therefore I look upon this as one ar- 
gument among many, which might be ur- 
ged, to prove that this.epiftle was written 
to Gentile, as well as Jewifh, Chriftians. 

i Think it firange : E<vitovre:.] Raphe- 
lins, (Annot. ex. Polyb. in.loc.) and others, 
have obferved that the original word is 
very emphatical, and exprefies a perfect 
amazement and confternation of mind. 
The fame word is ufed below, at the 12th 
verie, 

k Profufion of riot.] This is a very li- 
teral tranflation of Archbithop Leighton. 

1 That they might be judged, &c.) This 
interpretation, which is preferred by 
Brennius and Dr Whitby, appeared to 
me, on a full examination, moft proba- 
ble; though the text muft be confeffed to 
he extremely difficult. Some have thought 
the apoftle refers to thofe who then fuf- 
fered martyrdom for Chriftianity ; as if he 
had faid, ‘¢ It was gofpel indeed, good ti- 
dings, even to thofe who died for it; for 
though men condemned their bodies, yet 
the falvation of their fouls, which is of 
infinitely greater importance, has been 
tecured by is.” Dr Whitby renders the 


N&O. ie Bars: 


im- 


latter claufe, ‘* That they might condemr 
their former life, and live a better.” But 
this does not preferve the force of xg:Sacr, 
nor the oppofition between xar’ aveamug 
and xarx @coy. Sir N. Knatchbull fup- 
pofes o: to be underftood before xela, and 
renders it, ‘¢'That rhey who are according 
to men in the flefh, that is, live a fenfual 
life, may be condemned; and they who 
live according to God in the fpirit, (that 
is, a holy life,) may live. No interpre- 
tation feems more fingular than that of 
Mr Saurin; who feems to coffider it as 
referring to chap. iii. 19. and underftands 
it of the finners of the old world, and 
founds upon this text fome hopes of the 
falvation of fome of them; as if the mean- 
ing were, God fent his meflage to them 
with a kind defign, that though their bo- 
dies perifhed, their fouls might be faved; 
and he fancies that for this reafon the 
flood came gradually upon them. Saur. 
Diff, vol. 1. p. 112.) Tf that interpreta- 
tion be preferred, which refers it to thofe 
attually dead, it will be, (as Mr Baxter 
obferves,) a proof of the exifience of ipi- 
rits in a feparate ftate. The chief objec- 
tion again{t the fenfe I have chofen, is, 
that it changes the fignification of the 
word dead fo foon. 13) 


Reflections on the benefits we receive by Chri/?s death. 


important purpofe, they muft expeG to render- 


to God an impartial and fevere account for their 
abufe of it, and muft ftand by all the terrible 
confequences of their folly. 


LOT Le SOFTEE I SE, IV TL, 


‘Ges our devouteft meditations frequently dwell on the bene- 
“4 fits we receive by the death of Chrift, and the wonderful man- 
ner in which they are conveyed. The important end, for which 
he fuffered, the juft for the unjuft, was to introduce us into the 
prefence and favour of God: let us rejoice, that we are brought 
nigh to the Infinite Majefty of heaven, the indefectible Source of 
perfection and bleffednefs; and always live as in a ftate of near- 
nefs and intimacy with him; dreading the moft diftant approach 
to that difobedience to the heavenly meflage, which even after the 
patience of God waited on them, proved fatal to the finful, insabi- 
tants of the old world. 'That patience indeed waits upon ws ; but 
as their time was limited, fo is owrs.---For ever blefled be the Fa- 
ther of mercies, that by Chri/? he hath made provifion for our fal- 
vation, as he did of old for Noah and his family, by command- 
ing him to prepare an ark. But then let us remember, the bap- 
tifm that faves, is not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but 
the anfwer of a good confcience towards God. If we have this in- 
ward witnefs, let the re/urreétion of Chrift, and his exaltation to 
fupreme glory at the right-hand of the Father, encourage our fu- 

 blimeft hopes; and let us triumph in him as our all-fufficient Sa- 
-viour, who, though he were once crucified, now fits on the 
throne of his glory, principalities and powers being made fubjeti 
to him. 

Let the recolle€tion of his bitter /uferings excite our zeal and 
courage in his facred caufe, and arm us with a conformity of 
fentiments and refolutions to his own; that we may ¢ea/e from 
fin; that we may fpend the refidue of our lives, not in following 
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the lufts of the flefo, but in fulfilling, in all refpects, the will of 


our God. Let us often reflect, that, perhaps, we were /ong'in- 
fenfible of his facred authority, and in many inftances were the 
{port of irregular appetites and paffions : let the pafl part of our 
lives fufice, and be deemed more than /ufficient, to be {pent in this 
inglorious and deteftable flavery. By martiication let us aflert 
our liberty. And though others wonder at our abftinence, feve- 
rity, and felf-denial, let us not envy that exce/s of riot into which 
with unbridled eagernefs they allow themfelves to run. But 
ferioufly confidering the awful account they muft render, (though, 
alas! fo ill prepared for it) to the great Fudge of quick and dead, 
let us readily choofe, and cheerfully fubmit to the fevereft morti- 


fication which God may require of us. Let us rather embrace a 
life 
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Ver. 6 


As the end of all things 1s at hand ; 
life which injidels would efteem death, than expofe our immortal 
fouls to the judgment of God, to bis condemnation, from which 
there lies no appeal, and which will confign over impenitent fin- 
ners to an execution infinitely dreadful, beyond their utmoft fears 


and apprehenfions. 


rg 


he pr ti Be 2 Vil. 
The apoftle exhorts the Chriftian converts to watchfulnefs and to 


- fidelity, that they might rightly improve their feveral talents, 


SecY. 
8.. 
Lewd 
x Peter 
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and difcharge the duties of their refpeétive ftations in the church s 
and to courage and fortitude amidft their difcouragements and 
perfecutions; and by way of inference from the trials to which 
good men were expojed, he obferves that a tremendous inevita~ 
ble deftruétion will overwhelm the impenitent and unbeheving. 
1 Pes IV..7,+--19. 


1 Peter IV. 7. 
H OW ftrongly are vain and finful men at- 
™ tached to the amufements and interetts of 5. at the ere 
this mortal life, and to the gratification, of their and watch unto pray- 
lufts! But the important end of all things is at «. 
hand *, when this earthly globe, and ail things 
which are therein, fhall be burnt up, when the 
eternal {tate of all its inhabitants fhall be deter- 
mined, and immutable happinefs, or mifery, 
fhall be their final portion. Be /ober therefore, 
and watch againtt all occafions of intemperance, 
and of impurity, and endeavour ¢¢ preferve your 
fouls in fo Divine a pofture, as that you may 
be habitually qualified for joining in prayer and 
thofe other exercifes of devotion, which have 
fuch an influence on our whole conduct. And 
above all things be careful to remember the di- 
ftinguifhing badge of your religion, having and 
maintaining fervent love towards one another ; 
which as it will be very comfortable and honour- 
able to yourfelves, will be very pleafing and ac- 
ceptable to God; for on the whole, as the wife 
man 


1 PETER IV. 7. 


UT the end of all 
things is at hand: 


8 And above alk 
things have fervent 
charity among yours 

felves : 


ING (Oxo "NRE 


2 The end of all things, &c.] I cannot 
think this fignifies the de/truftion of Fe- 
rufalem; an event, in ‘which moft of 
thoie to whom the apo/fle wrote, were 
comparatively but little concerned. It 
muft undoubtedly jfignify either death, 
which may be confidered as the end of the 


1 


whole world to every particular perfon; 
or the confwmmation of all things, which 
may be faid to be at hand, in the fenfe in 
which our Lord, long after the deftrnétion 
of Jerufalem, fays to the church, ‘* Be- 
‘© hold I come quickly.’ Rev. xxii. 7, 20. 


b Love 


they foould perform the duties of their tations. 


felves: for charity 
fhall cover the multi 
tude of fins, 


57 


Y man affures us, Jove will cover a multitude of Svct. 
Jins >; it will caufe us to excufe them in others, 
and it will entitle us through Divine mercy to ; Peter 


the expeCtation of forgivenefs for numberlets IV. 8. 


9 Ufe hofpitality flips and failings. 


one to another with- 
out grudging. _ 


ro As every ;man 
hath received the gift, 
even fo miuifter the 
fame one to another, 


as good {tewards of who know they are not themfelves proprietors, 


the manifold grace of 
God. 


but merely ftewards, of what they poffefs, and 


who defire to approve themfelves good /lewards 
of the manifold grace of God, with which they 


tr If any man have the honour to be intrufted. 


{peak, Jet him fpeak 
as the oracles of God; 


if any man minifter, great topics of the gofpel, [/et him handle the 
let him do it as of the fubjeét] with feriouf{nefls and reverence, and as 


ability which God 
giveth : that God in 


becomes one who knows that fublime difpenfa- 


all things may be glo- tion contains no difcoveries of do€trine or duty, 


rified through Jefus 
-Chrift; to whom be 
praife and dominion 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


but what are indeed the oracles of God. If any 
one minifter in any office of kindnefs to others, 
and particularly in the work of a deacon, [/et it 
be] according to the utmott ability which God 


fupplies ; that God may in all things be glorified 
by Fefus Chrif?, who has called us to his fervice, 
and to the hope of enjoying him for ever; to 
whom, as our great Redeemer and Saviour, be 
glory and dominion afcribed for ever and ever. 


Amen. 
12, Beloved, think 
it not ftrange con- 


cerning the fiery trial, 
which 


And now, my beloved brethren, let me feri- 
oufly caution you, that you be not /urprifed at 
the fiery trial‘, at the dreadful feries of furious 


and 


NiOe fab. 1S: 


b Love will cover a multitude of fins-] 
This is agreeable to the interpretation gi- 
ven of the parallel text, James v. w/t. 
For the further illuftration of it, compare 
Ecclus. iii. 20. Pfal. xviii. 25. Prov. x. 
12. Dan. iv. 27. Jt would be monftrous 
to imagine, that affs of liberality to the 
poor can procure the pardon of fin, while 
men continue in a courfe of impenilence 
and unbelief; for by this the whole gof- 
pel would be fubverted.. But where ais 
of charity to the fouls and bodies of men, 
fpring from an inward principle of Jove 
to God, and faith in Chrift, with that 

shumble regard to his atonement and righ- 
teoufnefs, which every true Chriftian will 


have, it cheerfully encourages our hopes 
of finding many merciful allowances from. 
God in our final account with him, which 


Be hofpitable to each other, 9 
without grudging the expence which may attend 
the exercife of a virtue which in prefent circum- 
{lances is fo important and neceflary. 
every one has received the free gift of God, ex- 
ercife it towards each other, as becomes thofe 


As tO 


If any one It 
Jpeak in public affemblies, difcourfing on the 


) 


thofe who are deftitute of this Divine prin- ‘ 


ciple, in which fo much of the image of 
God confifts, muft never expeét, what- 


- ever faith or fanétity they may pretend to. 


Compare Mat. vii. 1, 2. James ii. 13. 

© The fiery trial: wugocig.) This is a 
metaphor, borrowed from chymical opera- 
tions, and very emphatically expreffes 
the nature of thofe trials, in the furnace 
of affliétion, which were intended to're- 
fiue their graces, and feparate all the drofs 
and allay from the pure gold, 


ad When 
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And rejoice in partaking of Chrifi’s fufferings. 


Sze. and bitter perfecutions which is to try yous as if 
Des fome firange and unexampled thing, beyond all 


: Peter reafonable expectation, had befallen you : 


But 


IV.13. rather rejoice in thefe trials, as beimg therein 


14 {cribed, or conceived. 


15 for adhering to it, and defending it. 


partakers of the fufferings of Ghrift, the memo- 
ry of which fhould ever be dear and precious to 
you; that when his final glory fball be revealed’, 
ye in the participation of it, may be even tranf- 
ported with joy far beyond what can now be de- 
In the mean time, 
: while you are in this prefent world, and ob- 
noxious to perfecutions and injuries, if you are 
reproached for the name of Chrift, (ye are] hap- 
py, and ought to reckon yourfelves fo; becauje 
the Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon you © ; 
which will fupport you under it, and fpread a 
luftre around you; and [though] he, in whofe 
caufe ye fuffer fo unjuftly, is bla/phemed on 
their part, yet on yours, he is glorified; it fhews 
the excellence and fublime fpirit of true reli- 
gion, that it can fupport you under the oppro- 
brious and cruel treatment which you endure, 
But 
let not any of you, who have the honour to bear 
the’ Chriftian name, by any means fiffer as a 
murderer, or a thief, or a malefaétor of any 
other kind, .or even as over-bu/y and afluming 
in the affairs of others *, afpiring to dire&, over- 
rule 


N #0) GT cr ES Sy 
& When bis glory fhall be revealed. ] 


which is to try youl, 
as ‘though fome 
ftrange thing happen- 
ed unto you : 

x3 But rejoice, in 
as much as. ye are 
partakers of Chrift’s 
fufferings ; that when 
his glory fhall be re- 
vealed, ye may be 
glad alfo with exceed-' 
ing joy. 

14 If ye be re- 
proached for the 
name of Chrift, hap- 
py are ye; for the 
Spirit of glory, and 
of God, refteth upon 
you: on their part 
he is evil-fpoken of, 
but on your part he 
is glorified. 


ts But let none of 
you fuffer as a mur- 
derer, or as a thief, 
or as an evil-doer, or 
as a bufy-body in o- 
ther mens matters. 


‘There is no occafion with Mr Fleming to 
interpret this of the glory of the Shechi- 
nah, appearing at the millennium, to ex- 
cite the exceeding joy of the faints after 
the firft refurrettion. 
III. p. 868. It probably refets to the 
great and glorious day of Chrift’s fecond 
appearance, which is fo often fpoken of 
as the grand jubilee of Chriftians, though 
hot inconfiftent with great joy to be recei- 
ved by the fpirit of every good man, im- 
mediately on its entrance into the inter- 
mediate ftate. 

© Spirit of glory and of God, &e.} The 
Velefian reading is, “* The Spirit of honour, 
and of glory, and Divine power, even 
the Spirit of God, refts upon you.” But I 
fake the meaning to be in general, you 
fhall have the Spirit God in a very glorious 
imanner to fupport you in proportion to 
the trials you are called out to: and this 
will {pread a glory around you, even 


Flem. Chriftol. vol. , 


though you may be treated in the moft 
infameus manner, as the vileft of malefac- 
tors, which we know many of the primi- 
tive Chriftians were. 

f As over-bufy in the affairs of others.} 
Arrolpioemicxomo@, fays the learned Dr 
Lardnér, cannot here fignify merely @ 
prying into the concerns of private families 
which could not be ranked with fucé 
crimes.as are here mentioned, nor expofé 
aman to the punifhment of the civil magi- 
J?rate: but it may fignify a man that af- 
fe&ts to infpeét or dirett the affairs of o- 
thers, perhaps that afpires to public au- 
thority; a temper which appeared much 
amonyft the Jews, particularly at Alexan- 
dria, and Cefarea, and which would na- 
turally give great offenee to the Romans, 
and make them very dangerous énemies, 
If therefore any thing of this kind might 
appear among Chriftians, it would be of 
particular bad confequence in thofe times. 
Lardn. Cred. vol. §. p. 426. have pare= 
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‘ 
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For judginent would begin at the houfe of God. 219 | 


. 16 Yet iflany man 
Juffer as a Chrittian, 
fet him not be atha- 
_med.; but let him glo- 
tify God on this be- 
half. 


17 For the time is 
come that judgment 
muft begin at the 
houfe of Ged: and 
if it firlt begin at us, 
what fhall the end be 
of them that obey not 

_the gofpel of God? 


rule and determine them in a mariner not fui- 
ting your ftation in life; in confequence of 
which you may bring any degree of ill-will up- 
on yourfelves. But if it pleafe Providence to 
appoint, that [any of you] thould [fujer] as a 
Chriftian; let him not be afbamed, though the pu- 
nifhment,, like that inflicted upon his Divine 
Mafter himfelf, fhould be ever fo infamous ; 
but rather let him glorify Ged in this refpect, de- 
{pifing the fhame, as well as refolutely enduring 
the agony that may attend it; Becaufe the 
time [is comings] and juft at hand, when judg- 
ment is to begin at the houfe of God ®; for he 
hath determined to exercife his own people with 
very fevere trials giving them up for a while to 
the malice of their enemies; that by this means 
their characters inay be approved, and thofe who 
are hypocrites, may be feparated from thofe who 
are fincere in their Chriftian profeflion 5; and if 
[it begin] firft with us, what [hall be] the end 
of thofe, who are obftinately and prefumptuouily 
difobedient to the gof/pel of God, and who not on 


ly reje€t it, but perfecute its profeflors, and en- 


38 And if the 
righteous fcarcely be 
fa- 


deavour to root it out of the world? 
the righteous himlelf be faved with difficulty », 


how 


POON 201 cE: Eas. Z 
_ phrafed thé words fo as to fuggeft this, 


yet fo as to take in the malt that could be 
imagined to be intended. : 

_ 8 Time is coming when judgment is to 
begin at the houfe of God:] As if he had 


' faid, “ Do,not think this 4 matter of zn~ 


** concerning {peculation. No, the time 
¢ foretold By Chrift (fohn xvi. 2; &c.) 
‘© is coming.” I donbt not there is an 
allufion to that paffage in Ezek. ix. 6. 
where it js faid the flawghter to be made 
was to begin at the fanttiary; but this can- 
not be interpreted as of the temple of ‘Fe- 
rifalem, becaufe it anfwers to beginning 
with us, that is, Chriftians, immediately 
after. So that Grotius’ criticifm upon 
the word rerx@ in the latter claufe of this 
verfe, as anfwering to 953, Dan. ix. 27. 
and to reA@ in Mat. xxiv. 6. feems quite 
foreign to the purpofe. 
h /f the righteous be faved with difficulty. } 
~The apoftle feems to quote Prov. xi. 31. 
according to the Seventy, which in Sfenfe, 
though not exadtly-in words, agrees with 
the Hebrew. He cannot intend deliver- 
afice from the Roman invafion, in which 
Vou, VI> x 


x, 


fo very few of thofe Chriftianis were con- 
cerned; nor merely deliverance from any 
of their perfecutors, becaufe he takes it for 
granted; that in this fenfe the righreous 
would be faved, though with difficulty ; 


whereas multitudes fell. by” periecution, 


even of thefe Chriftians in Bithynia, as 
appears by Pliny’s letter. [tis necellary 
therefore to underftand it more generally, 
of the difficulty with which good men get 
to heaven, through this dangerotis and 
enfnaring world. Compare Adts xiv.\13. 
xxvii. 7, 8, 16. where gonris fignifies 
with difficulty; in which fenfe it is.alis 
ufed by Philo. (See Wolf Cure Piniheg. 
vol. V. p. 164.)—The turn of the latrer 


f ; ee a 
“claufe of the verfe in the original, which 1 


have endeavoured to preferye, is wer 
lively; it feems as if the apoftle were fo~ 
licitous to lead the finner to confider, 
where he fhould hide his head; fince 
wherever he was, he would find God im- 
mediately appearing again? bim as an ir- 
refiftible enemy. ‘This he might fay by 
way of warning to perfecutors, and to cn- 
courage Chriftians to hope that God would 

vine 
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2 Peter vengeance, when all nature fhall be, as it were, 


TY. 18. 


1 


Ver. 7 


8 


Reflections on 
how miferable muft the ungodly and the finner ee et fhall 
be?-where fall he appear in the day of Divine lbs pite ates the 
armed with terror by the God of nature, for his 
deftru€tion ; and when all impious tranfgreffors 
fhall be brought forth in his awful prefence, that 
his juft, though dreadful fentence of condemna- 
tion, may be executed in its rigour? There- 19 Wherefore let 
fore let them alfo, who now fuffer this temporary them that faffer ac- 
punifhment, which according to the will of God ©o's tothe a 
fo permitting, their enemies have at prefent a keepingof their fouls 
power of inflicting ; acknowledge the Providence # im in well-doing, 
of God in this myfterious event, and commit ¢ no * caeapr 
their fouls [to him,] as to a faithful Creator, in ; 
well-doing ; affured that while they continue to 
at as under a fenfe of his prefence, and endea- 
vour to approve themfelves to him, he will re- 
gard them ‘as his creatures, and even his chil- 
dren, and will render their immortal interefts 
fecure, whatever injuries of a temporal nature 
he may fuffer them to fuftain. 
FMS PER OF BORE NE Ey ANG Te ; 

L ET us continually bear in mind the approaching end of all 

things; and then we fhall neither omit the exercifes of de- — 
votion, nor grow fupine and. carelefs in the difcharge of them. 
Then fhall we be engaged through a fenfe of our need of the Di- 
vine clemency and indulgence, to exercife forbearance and can- 
dour, and maintain the moft fervent charity to all without diftinc-’ 
tion; and we fhall then be more difpofed to confider ourfelves as 


ro flewards, and as fuch, be concerned to behave with all good fi- 


aI 


delity, both in the ufe and enjoyment of our poffefions, and in 
the exercife of thofe gifts and endowments with which God hath 
been pleafed to intruft us. To this they fhould efpecially attend, 
who are called to /peak in God’s name; they flould confider, that 
his oracles are committed to them; and though they cannot pre- 
tend, that the inftructions they deliver from thence, are revealed 
to and imprefled upon their minds by immediate in/piration, yet 
a reflection on the general nature of the glorious gofpel, and on 
its important and everlafting confequences, may well difpofe and 
form them to an humble awe and reverence in their manner of 


' handling and difpenfing it; and may remind them, that on the 


whole, in every miniftration of the word of life, in every diftribu- 

tion 

i Nil OL 

vindicate their caufe, and preferve them © this the connetfion with the following verfe 
from turning afide to crooked paths. And favours. 


| our partaking of Chrift's fufferings. | 221 
tion of charity, and office of kindnefs, the main end to be pur- Sect. 
{ued is, That God may be glorified. ap 
Tf, in the caufe of Chriff, Providence fhould call us out to en- 
counter the fevereft perfecutions, and even fiery trials, let us not ver. 12 
be aftonithed, as if fome /range thing had happened to us; let 
us not be difcouraged, nor think ourfelves hardly dealt-with in 
fuch Divine appointments; remembering, that in this cafe, we 
are only partakers in the fuferings of Chrift, that we only tread 
in the fame rough and thorny path in which he walked before 
us, and that in due time, if we continue faithful to him, we fhall 
alfo be made partakers of his glory. In the mean while, the Spi- 4 
rit of God and of glory will reff upon us; only let us be jealous of 
his honour with a godly jealou/y, and be greatly concerned, that 15> '€ 
our fins and indifcretions may not throw a blemifh on a pro- 
Feffion which derives its appellation from him. Glorious are the 
privileges indeed which belong to the difciples of Chri; but they, 
notwithftanding, draw very awful confequences after them. For 
judgment begins at the houfe of God, and even his deareft children 
are exercifed with trials of their fidelity and patience. Let us pre- 
pare for them before they come, that when they do come we may 
bear them honourably, committing the keeping of our fouls to himy 
as to a faithful Creator, in well-doing. But let the wicked and 
the ungodly meditate terror ; for the vengeance of God will find 
them out; the great day of wrath will come; and who can be able 
to fland? May Divine grace reclaim thofe who are now expofed 
to fo terrible a condemnation; left they know by experience, 
what no words can defcribe, nothought conceive, the end of thofe 
who obey not the gofpel of God. 


ew 


~ 


3 


iy 


9 


~ 


5 ah tg ORE 8 IX, 


The apoftle concludes this epifile with particular cautions to mini- 
fters and private Chriftians; urging on the former humility, di- 
ligence, and watchfulnefs; and exhorting the fatter to a fledfaft 

and faithful difcharge of their feveral duties, animated by this 
confideration, that the God of all grace had called them to his eter- | 
nal glory, and would, after theyhad fuffered a-while, make them 
perfeet, according to his earneft prayer for them. 1 Pet. V. 1, 
to the end. 


1 PETER V.1. 1 PETER V..1, 
HE elders which FY WovLpd now in the moft affectionate man- 
are among youl A ner addrefs myfelf to thofe who are the elders 
"among you, or any other Chriftian focieties in- 
to whofe hands this epiftle may come; and J 
would exhort them with the greater warmth and 
Ee 2, free- 


22-2 


The elders foould feed the flock of God. 


Secr. freedom, [as [ alfo am) an elder with them, and 


9. 


an eye-witne/s of the fufferings of Chrift, and as 


yen I a/fo hope, through Divine grace, that I fhall 


_Y. A 


be a. partaker of the glory which fhall hereafter 
be ‘revealed, when he fhall appear the fecond 
time, in circumftances fo different from thofe 
in which we have feen and converfed with him 
on. earth. By all the engagements of love 
and duty to him, and by all the regard you owe 
to your own honour and happinefs in that im- 
portant day, let me befeech you to feed the flock 
of God that is among you, the churches of Chrift 


which you are called to prefide over; di/charge 


the epifcopal office * with that due infpection 
which its very name imports; not by confiraint °, 
as if it were an ungrateful burden, but willingly 


-and cheerfully; not for the fake of di/honourable 


G2 


gain °, but of a ready mind, and becaufle you 
love the flock, and really defire its edification 
and welfare: Not affuming to yourfelves do- 
minion over thofe who fall to your lot 4; but be- 


ing 
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exhort, who am alfo, 
an elder, and a wit- 
nefs of the’ fufferings 
of Chrift, and alfoa 
partaker of the glory 
that fhall be revealed: 


2 Feed the flock 
of God which is -a- 
mong you, taking 
the overlight thereof, 
not by conftraint, but 
willingly ; not for fil- 
thy lucre, but of.a 
ready mind ; 


i 


3 Neither as being 
lords over God’s he- 
ritage, but being en- 

famples 


4 Difcharge the epifcopal office.| This 
idea is fo plainly fggefted by the word 
exioxoruvies, that J thought it matter of 
duty to tranflate it as T have done; that 
every reader might obferye, what all can- 
did people feem to confefs, that thofe who 
are {tiled bifhops, from their having the 
overfight of others, and alfo pre/byters or 
elders, ave {poken of as the fame perfons. 
Compare ver. 1. And I hope the time 
will come, when good men will join their 


‘efforts to remove that very hard impofi 


tion, by which the minifters of fome 
churches are obliged, in order to their en- 
tering into the miniftry, to declare, not 
only that they are different orders, but that 
it is evident unto all men diligently reading 
the holy fcripture, that they are fo. 

b Notby conftraint.} It is true, that 
jn the primitive church fome were almoft 
againft their will forced into the epifcopal 
office by dint of importunity. And one 
would hope, it was not an affected mo- 
detty with which they declined the office, 
ef{pecially as it was then attended with no 
temporal emoluments, but expofed them 
to diftipguithed labours and fufferings. It 
is difficult to fee how any could in the 


' ftridtett fenfe be conftrained; but perhaps 


the cpojtle faw fome good men too unwil- 
ling to accept the office, when the churches 
chofe them to it, and'when in/pired teach- 


ers urged it upon them, And though 
little gain could have been made of it, and 
the temptation to lord it over Goa’s heri- 
tage was not fo great, as when ecclefiaftical 
perfons were invefted with civil power, 
(in which moft of the honour and influ- 
ence of their ecclefia/tical charaéter} as. 
fuch, has been generally /o/?,) yet fore- 
feeing what would happen in the church, 
and obferving perhaps fome di/coveries of 
fucgh a temper beginning to prevail, the 
caution was exceedingly juft, proper, and 
important. Compare Luke x. 2. and 
the note there. 

© Difhonourable 
rims tig: 

ad Thofe who fall to your lot.] The 
word, God's, is not in the original. 1 
think therefore it is with abundant reafon, 
that the learned Mr Boy/e refers this te 
their not domineering over the particular 
congregalions, orbifvopricks, which were by 
Providence committed to their care; al- 
lnding to the divifion of Canaan by /ots. 
Boyfe’s Serm. vol. Wl. p. 413. An inter- 
pretation much preferable to Dr Whitby’s 
who explains it of the poffeffions of the 
church. (Compare Col. i, 12. mote k.) 
And yet after propofing this interpreta- 
tion at large, he admits at the clofe of his 
note, that what is here {tiled xanpoc, be- 
ing in the fame fentence exprefled by ao- 
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gain.| See the note on 


The younger fhould fubmit to the elder. 222 


famples to the flock. ing humble, and behaving towards them with oe 
fuch gentle tender folicitude for their fouls, and 
fuch an entire freedom from the very appearance ; Peter 
either of avarice or ambition, that your examples V. 3, 
;may be rendered worthy the imitation of the 
flock, and your conduct as inftructive as any of 
4 And when the your cautions and precepts can be: And if 4 
Cena. this be indeed your charaéter and behaviour, 
ceive eee of glo- You will render up your account hereafter with 
ry that fadeth not-a- joy; for when he, who does you the honour to 
wey: acknowledge himfelf the chief Shepherd of the 
flock, /ball appear, to take the final furyey of it, 
and examine into the condu& of thofe to whom 
A he had partly committed it, you /ball be moft 
magnificently and nobly rewarded, and receive 
an unfading crown of glory; a crown which fhall 
- bloom in immortal beauty and vigour, when all 
the tranfitory glories of this world are withered 
like a fading flower. A 
auakenucr ye But it is proper, that I fhould dékewi/e addrefs 5 
younger,  fubmit fome exhortations to others befides minifters 5 
ge rs, ee and particularly to you, O ye younger perfons; © 
si Be fabjct one to and that I fhould urge you to be in /ubjeétion to 
another, and beclo- thofe [who are] more advanced. in age, and to 
ASA ona pay a decent refpeét to their hoary hairs. Yea, 
| proud, and giveth /¢t all [of you] be JubjeeE to one another, endea- 
| ~ grace to the humble. vouring by mutual condefcenfion to make each 
| other as eafy and happy as poffible; and for this 
purpofe be cloathed with unteigned humility ; for 
God oppofeth himfelf to the proud, and draws up 
all his terrors, as it were, in battle-array againit 
him; but giveth grace and favour to the humble 
yoke rons jo foul. Humble -yourfelves therefore with that @ 
enn of jut reverence under the mighty hand of God *, 
God, that he may (under all the difpenfations of Divine Provi- 
exalt you indue time: dence, even though wicked men fhould be made 
the inftruments of effedting its purpofes,) hat 
fo he may exalt you in due time ; for in his own 
mott 


TNO Pie: 
SLLVLOV, the flock of God, it feems to eftablifh providence was concérned in thofe events 
the common interpretation. What the which .were owing to the wickednefs of 
men; 


learned Mr Dodwell had offered in fup- 
port of the fenfe Dr Whitby mentions, 
is particularly confidered and refuted by 
a ly Cure Philolog. vol. V. p. 163. 

© Mighty hand’ of God.) Perhaps by 
this expreffion, the apo/tle may intend to 
remind them, that the hand of a righteous 


fo far concerned, as to over-rule 
then: and render them inftrumental and 
fabfervient to the accomplifhment of his 
own wife defigns; as is ftrongly intimated 
Ifa. x. 5. Pfal, xvii. 14. and in many pa- 
rallel places, 


£ Your 
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9. 
ey 


x Peter 


Vi 7- 


They foould refift their adverfary, the devil. 


Sec7. moft proper and well-chofen feafon, he will cer- 


tainly raife you up, though for the prefent you 
may teem, to be deprefled to the loweft condition. 
In the mean while, whatever uncertainties and 
dangers may attend you, endeavour to live as 
eafy as pothble 5 cafting all your anxious care f, 
and all thofe burdens that might otherwife oc- 
cafion it, upon him ; leaving it to his all-wife 
and all-gracious Providence to determine every 
event of your lives; for he careth for you in a 
manner the moft effectual; and his tender care 
will accomplith infinitely more than your ut- 
moft anxiety can poflibly éeffed. Turn your 
folicitude therefore into the right channel; be 
fober in the government of your appetites and 
paflions, be watchful® againit every occafion of 
mifchief from your fpiritual enemies; for your 
greatand inveterate adverfary the devilis continu- 
ally walking about, like a roaring lion, or even- 
ing wolf, prowling round the fold, /eeking 
whom he may aflault with the greateft likelihood 
of fuccefs, and may fuddenly devour and /wal- 
low up: ‘Whom therefore, as you regard your 
fafety and life, be careful ftoutly to refit, being 
ftedfajt in your adherence to the Chriftian faith, 
and armed with the moft heroic courage and re- 
folution in its defence. And to this you fhould 


the rather attend, as knowing that the trials, 
with which you are exercifed, are not peculiar 


jo 


to you 5. but that the fame affliftions, which you 
are called out to encounter, are accompli/bed in 
others of your Chriftian brethren, who are in the 
world; and you may reafonably hope, the fame 
grace which is their fupport will be alfo yours. 
But may the God who is the great fountain of 
all grace, from whom defcendeth every good and 
every perfect gift, and who has difplayed his 
: good- 
Ny (O' ci oe 


f Your anxious care.] So I have render- 
ed «egiuvav, becaufe that is the proper 


7 Cafting all your 
care upon him, for 
he careth for you. 


8 Be fober, be vi- 
gilant; becaufe your, 
adverfary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, 
walketh about feek- 
ing whom he may 
devour. 


9 Whom  refift, 
ftedfatt in the faith, 
knowing, that the 
fame affli@ions are 
accomplifhed in your 
brethren, that are in 
the world. 


to But the God 
of 


diately after, for want of the watchfulnefs 
he here recommends. 


fignification of it; what does, as it were, 
vend and tear the mind to pieces. . See 
Tillotfon's Works, vol. I. p. 629. 

8 And watchful.| St Peter might well 
give fuch a caution as this, having himfelf 
received fiich particular and exprefs warn- 
ing from Chrift his Mafter, (Luke xxii. 
31, &c.) and fo thamefully fallen imme- 


h Walking about.) 1 chofe to exprefs 
the aerate: with this exactnefs, that the 
force of its fignification in this fimilitude 
might be obferved. The word xelaxim 
expreffes more than devouring, even fwal- 
lowing up ; and fo yeprefents the infatiable 
rage of the enemy of our falvation, with 


great advantage. PY 
i Madge 


\ 


" The apoftle gives them his benediftion. 


of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his e- 
ternal glory by Chrift 
Jefus, after that ye 
have fuffered a wiliite; 
make you perfect, e- 
ftablith, {trengthen, 
fettle you. 


ut To him he glo- 
ty and dominion for 
ever and ever. A- 
men. 

12 By Silvanus a 
faithful brother unto 
you (as a fuppofe) I 
have written. briefly, 
exhorting and tefti- 
fying, that this is 
the true grace of God 
wherein ye ftand. 


13. The church that 
is at ‘Babylon, elected 
together with — you 
faluteth you; and /o 
doth Marcus my {on. 


doe 


goodnefs in innumerable important inftances, Scr 


even He who has called us to the hope and 


9. 


enjoyment of his eternal glory in Chriff Fefus ; 1 Pere 
may he grant you his perpetual prefence anden- V. 10. 


livening favour ; and when you have fuffered for 
a little while fuch trials as his infinite wifdom 
fhall fee fit to appoint, may he make you per- 
feé i in every good difpofition ; in whatever im- 
provements, you are enabled to make, may he 
confirm, firengthen and eftablifh [you] upon a firm 
and unfhaken foundation. 
who of all beings is infinitely moft worthy of it, 
[4e} glory and dominion afcribed for ever and 
ever: amen. 
by the bearer Silvanus, in whom I place great 
confidence, as I fuppofe and conclude him to be 
@4 fincere Chriftian and faithful brother *; one 
who hath the intereft of Chrift at heart, and on 
whofe fidelity we may rely ; and I fend it, ex- 
horting, and teftifying with the greater folemni- 
ty, that this is the true grace of God wherein ye 
have hitherto flood; and urging it therefore up- 
on you, that you fteadily adhere to it in the 
midft of all your difficulties and perfecutions. 
The (church, which is} here in Babylon ', chofen 
with [you] to partake of the privileges of the 


To him therefore, rr 


LT have written briefly unto you 12 


13 


gofpel, faluteth you; and [fo doth) Marcus, — 


whom I may call my jon ™, as being my con- 
vert, 


Nim.) bord 0S: 
land and Mr Cradock argue, that proba- 


i Make you perfett.] If any one pleafe 
to perufe Archbifhop Leighton’s excelicnt 
difcourfe on thefe words, he will have a 
fine /pecimen of his commentary on this 
epiftle; which I efteem to be among the 
mott inftrudtive and ufeful books our lan- 


. guage affords, and cannot but confider it 


as a great honour conferred upon me by 
Providence, to have been an inftrument 
of prefenting it to the world in fo correct 


a form; as well as of refeuing many other, 
inftruétive pieces of that excellent and a-" 


miable author, from the oblivion in which 
they had fo long been buried. | 

kK Sitvanus, as I fuppofe, a faithful bro- 
ther.) Whether this was the Silas or Sil- 
vanus, ,mentioned feyeral times in the 
Aéts as the companion of St Paul, and 
by st Paul himfelf, 4 Cor: i. 19. 1 The. 
i,t. 2 Thefl. i. x, we cannot certainly 
fay.—The phrafe, as I fuppofe, does not 
feem to imply any doubt. Compare 
Rom. iii. 28. and viii. 18 in the original. 

i At Babylon.) Hence Bilhop Cumber- 


bly St Peter wrote from the neighbour- 
hood of Babylon, and found many Jews 
remaining there ever fince the Babylonifo 
captivily, among whom he had preached 
the gofpel with confiderable fuccefs. 

m Marcus my fon.) That is, my con= 
vert, or at leaft my affiffaut in the mini- 
fterial work. I have obferved, vol. III. 
eG. xxviii. noted, that John Mark, who 
was the companion of Barnabas and Paul, 
was a different perfon from Mark the e= 
vangelift, who was the intirnate compa- 
nion of the apoffle Peter. And as he was 
fo, itis likely that the evangeii/? is the 
Mark. of which the apoftle here fpeaks. 
Under St Peter’s inftruation he is faid to 
have written his go/pel, probablyreceiving 
at different times hi/forical fats from him, 
which he records without very exact or- 
der, and which St Like afterwards great- 
ly illudlrated, without changing the order, 
by adding many more important circum- 
stances, 


’ 
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oer vert, and behaving to me with all filial tender- 
nefs-and_refpect. Salute one another with a 

x Peter ki/s of pure and unfeigned Jove in your Chriftian 

V.14: affemblies; and may grace and peace, and the 
trueft happinels, ever [be] with you all who are 
in Chrift fefus, who is the corner-ftone which 
God hath laid in Sion, and the great foundation 
of all our eternal hopes. Amen. 


14 Greet» ye one. 
another witha kifs of 
chatity.. Peace be 
with you all that are 
in Chrift Jefus. A= 
men, 


DMP x Os Bee ME SNOT. 
ees apoftolic charge fhould be received with the pfofoundeft 
regard and fubmiflion, by all thofe who protefs to reverence 
the authority of Chrif?, who thus, by the mouth of his fervants; 
Vert befpeaks their attention ; and it fhould both regulate their con- 
duct, and animate and exalt their hopes. Let us therefore at- 
tend to this venerable elder, this witne/s of the fufferings of Chrift; 
who on the mount of transfiguration, had been favoured with an 
illuftrious reprefentation of that glory wherein our Lord fhall be 
hereafter revealed, and with which he will then inveft all thofe,; 
who, in his ee have approved themfelves faithful until death. 
Let minifters, efpecially, ever maintain a’ moft affe€tionate and 
2 refpeétful regard for the flock of God, and take the overfight there 
of with a ready and generous mind, and be examples to it in the 


3 mild and condefcending temper of ahei common 


Matter, as well 


as in all other graces and virtues. It is indeed poffible, they may 
purfue fuch a conduct as this, and meet with very little efteem or 
_recompenfe, yea, with injurious and unworthy treatment, from 
4 their fellow-men. But a crown of glory, a royal diadem, incor- 
. ruptible and immortal, will be hereafter conferred on them by 
their exalted Saviour, in the day of his triumphant appearance ; 
and this crown, in itfelf fo illuftrious, will be a mark of ftill 
more diftinguifhed honour, as it will be placed on their victorious 
heads in a feafon of fuch folemnity, in the view of the whole af- 
fembled world, and of the innumerable. company of angels.---But 
in the mean time, while we are continued in fo lowly a condition 

s in the prefent world, let us all cultivate bumility of mind, being 
eloathed with that eile virtue, which is certainly the moft 

\ graceful ornament of our nature; an ornament of fingular value 
in the eye of that God, whofe approbation is the fureft mark and 
criterion of excellence and honour. And that we may accord- 
ingly entertain the more humble and lowly conceptions of our- 


felves, and the more grand and venerable ideas 


of the almighty 


Creator, Preferver and Difpofer of all things; let us often and fe- 
6 rioufly reflect npon is mighty hand; how glorioufly it hath been 
difplayed in the infinite variety of the works of nature, in the 
continual z agency and operation of Providence, and in the wonder- 


ful 


Pm 


and on the wiles and powers of Satan. 
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ful {cheme of redemption and falvation ; how powerful and refift- Sec7. 
lefs it is in the execution of all its works; and yet how gracioufly _ 


its awful power is tempered and moderated, and to what kind 
and merciful purpofes it hath been already exerted, and {till is, 
in behalf of fuch degenerate and unworthy creatures as ourfelves. 
By thefe confiderations, let us be difpofed to bow to every Divine 
difpenfation with all refignation and fubmiffion ; fixing our de- 
pendence upon a power fo wifely and gracioufly exerted; rejoi- 
cing that we are permitted to ca/t our cares on God, and abhorring 
both the ingratitude and folly of fainting and finking under our 
burdens, when we are favoured with the permiffion of relying on 
him ; indeed, with a paternal command, as well as permiflion ; 
_which accordingly requires our obedience in point of duty, as well 
as of gratitude and honour. 

Our great adverfary the devil is till continually prowling round 
the fold of Chrift ; and therefore it behoves us to be conftantly on 
our guard. And if we would efcape both his wiles and his 
power, let us be efpecially careful, that neither our /ecurity, nor 

intemperance, give him an advantage over. us: but, on the con- 
trary, as it is nothing lefs than our utter and eternal deftruCtion 
he aims at, let us ftrenuoutfly refit him, in the exercife of a /fea- 
dy faith, and with a firm refolution. Let us alfo remember, that 
trials and affliétions have been the lot of all the people of God 
in all generations ; and that the God of all grace is able, if it feem 
good to his infinite wifdom, to fhorten and contraé the time of 
our /ufferings, and by means of them whilft they laft, to frength- 
en and perfect our immortal fouls. Let us therefore, as the clofe 
of all, continue to fland faft, in what is fo authentically teffifed 
to be the true grace of God; and real fubftantial peace will be 
with us, will be our eyerlafting portion, in Chrift Fefus. Amen., 
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Sc P E Zt E R. 


HERE were fome in the primitive church, who call- 

ed in queftion the genuinenefs and authority of this 
epiftle, though it exprefsly claims St Peter for its author, 
and contains very {trong internal charaéfers of its authen- 
ticity. But this being no proper or convenient place to 
enter largely into the argument, if any are defirous of 
feeing it truly and accurately reprefented, as far as it de- 
pends upon the teftimonies of the Chriffian fathers, they 
may confult the fecond part of Dr Lardner’s Credibility 
of the Gofpel-Hiftory. As to the internal evidence, there 
are fome general obfervations, which having made alrea- 
dy in the Introduétion to the epiftle of James, I think it 
unneceflary to repeat, though they are very applicable to 
the prefent occafion. But it is fit to obferve, in particu- 
Jar, that the author of this epiftle hath fome allufions or 
appeals to facts and circumftances as relative ta bim/elf, 
which evidently refer to St Peter; and that befides, there 
is a remarkable coincidence between the fentiments of 
this and of the former epiftle ; infomuch that it is ex- 


tremely probable, it was the production of the fame au- 
thor, 
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thor, intending to confirm the doétrines he had already 
advanced, in oppofition to the feruples of honeft men; 
and the objections of defigning ones. St Jerom, ac 
quainting us with the difpute which had been raifed con- 
cerning the author and authority of this epiftle, forms 
us at the fame time, that it was owing to a remarkable 
difference of ftile, in this and the former unqueftionably 
genuine epiftle of St Peter. But the truth is, there is, 
properly fpeaking, no difference of ftile between the two 
epifiles, but only between the former epiftle, and a part of 
this, namely, the /econd chapter ; which indeed is as dit- 
ferent from the ftile of the remainder of this, as it is from 
that of the whole former epiftle. The fact therefore feems 
to be, (as the learned bifhop of London, Dr Sherlock; 
fuppofes, in his frj? differtation, at the end of his dzfcour- 
fes on prophecy, which is well worth the reader’s perufal ;) — 
I fay, the fact feems to be, that the apoftle in the fecond 
chapter of this epiftle, defcribing the character of fuch fe- 
ducers and falfe teachers, as endangered the faith of the 
Chriftian converts, adopts the language and fentiments of 
fome Jewifh author, containing a very ftrong defcription, 
in the eaftern manner, of the character and condu& of 
fome falfe prophets of that, or earlier ages. And as St 
Jude hath likewife deferibed thefe falfe teachers as well ag 
St Peter, and there is a remarkable fimilitude in fome re- 
{pe€ts, and variation in others, between the account of 
thefe two apoftles, it appears extremely probable, that 
they both took the principle features of their defcriptions 
from the fame author. And if this be a juft account, the 
joundation of all the doubts concerning the genuinenels of 
this epiftle, is exceeding feeble; and no ether reafon- 
able conclufion can be drawn from them, except the fin- 
gular caution of the primitive Chriftians, what writings 
they honoured with the veneration due to the oracles of 
Ged. | 

This epiftle was very probably written about the year 
67; which was fix years after the date of the former. 
For the apoffle fpeaks of his death as very néar at hand; 
I think it meet, faith he, as long as I am in this tabernacle, 
to ftir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that 
foortly I miuft put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord 
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to the Second Catholic Epijtle of Peter. 233 
Fefes Chrift hath foewed me, (chap. i. 13, 14.)3 and eccle- 
fiaftical hiftory informs us, that the apo/t/e finithed his race 
oy martyrdom in the year 68, the 14th of the emperor 

cro. 

The general defign of this epiftle is, To confirm the 
doctrines and inftruétions delivered in the former; “ ta 
** excite the Chriftian converts to adorn ‘and ftedfaftly 
** adhere to their holy religion, as a religion proceeding 
“ from God, notwithftanding the artifices of talfe teach- 
* ers, whofe character is at large defcribed ; or the per- 
s¢ fecution of their bitter and inveterate enemies.” 

The apoftle, with this view, having fir congratulated 
the Chriftian converts on the happy condition into which 
they were brought by the gofpel, exhorts them, in order 
to fecure the bleflings conne¢ted with their profefion, to 
endeavour to imprave in the moft fubftantial graces and 
virtues, (chap. 1. 1,---11.) And that their attention might 
be the more effectually engaged, he reminds them, both 
that he fpoke to them in the near view of eternity, it be- 
ing revealed to him that he fhould fhortly put off his earth. 


ly tabernacle; and that the fubjeéts on which he difcour- 


fed, were not cunningly devifed fables, but attefted by a 
miraculous voice from heaven, and by Divinely infpired 
prophecies, (ver. 12, fo the end.) And that this exhor- 
tation might not fail of produeing the, moft kindly and ge- 
nuine effects, he cautions them againt{t the falfe teachers, 
whofe chara€ter he defcribes; reminding them of the 
judgments executed on the apo/tate' angels, on the old 
world, and on Sodom; and at the fame time, of the deli- 
verance of Noah, and of Lot; as fuggefting confidera- 
tions, which, on the one hand, fhould territy fuch un- 


godly wretches, and on the other, comfort and eftablith 


the hearts of upright and pious Chriftians, (chap. i. 
1,---9-) He then further defcribes the character of thefe 
feducers ; warning all true Chriftians of the danger of 
being perverted by them, and ¢hem of the dreadful de- 
ftruction to which they expofed themfelves, (ver. 10, to 
the end.) And that the perfons to whom he was writing, 
might more effectually efcape the artifices of thofe who 
lay in wait to deceive, they are dire€ted to adhere {teadi- 
ly and clofely to the facred {eriptures, and to confider re 

aD10-~ 
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abfolute certainty and awful manner of the final deftruc- 
tion of this world: and then the whole is.concluded with 
feveral weighty and pertinent exhortations, chap. iii. 
tbroughout, 
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The apoftle Peter, after his falutation, begins his epiftle with con- 
gratulating the Chriftians on the happy ftate into which they 
were brought by the gofpel; and urges them, in order to fecureé 
the blefings connetted with their profelfion, to endeaveur to im- 
prove in its moft fubjtantial graces and virtues. 1 Pet. I. 15 
ae-1Ts 


2 Perer I. sl 2PETER I. t: 
S Maen tee ig. S IMON Peter, who has the honour to ftile 
poltle of JefusChrift, ““ himfelf a/ervant, andeven an apoftle of Fe- 
ities gh ge have ob- fus Chrift ; being fele€ted by his heavenly Mafter 
Erith with as, through to that exalted and important office; fends his 
the righteoufnefs of moft affeCtionate falutation, with this his epiftle, 
God, and our Savi- #9 all thofe to whom it nay come, who have ob- 
our Jefus Chritt: — sained like precious faith with us, in that glori- 
ous gofpel, which is a declaration of life and fal- 
vation by the righteoufne/s of our God and Savi- 
our Fefus Chri? *; in which, finful as we are, 
we 

SO Tee: 

4 Of our God and Saviour, &c.] The this franflation, though I confef: it ‘- not 
order of the original words rather favours abfolutely necéflary, and it may be ren- 
Vor, Vi. x Gg cerd 
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St Peter’s falutation to the Chriftian converts. 


we obtain acceptance with the Father, through 
that atonement which our Divine Redeemer has 
made, and the perfe&t righteoufnefs he has in- 
troduced for the juftification of all his believing 
people. . 

For this purpofe, that this invaluable bleffing 
may be infured to you, may grace and peace in 
all your concerns, temporal and fpiritual, be 
multiplied unto you, by the acknowledgment of the 
great God and of Fefus Chrift our Lord; by a 
faithful and courageous profeflion of whofe name 
we put ourfelves into the way of receiving the 
moft important bleflings. This we may 
cheerfully expeQt, as his Divine power has given 
unto us all things in fuch rich abundance, which 
[relate] both to life and godlinefs >; whereby 
the prefent life is rendered much more comfort- 
able to us, and theefuture and eterna! life of 
our fouls is fecured. And this we obtain, dy 
the knowledge of him who has by his gofpel, call- 
ed us by that glory with which he has now in- 
vetted us, and that ftrengthening virtue *, and 
energy of his Spirit: By means of which 4 il- 
luftrious feal, fet to the declaration of the gofpel, 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promifes, relating to bleflings infinitely more va- 
uable than any prefent enjoyments or expecta- 
tions. And the defign of God, in beftowing 
this ineftimable favour is, that by thefe you may 

be 
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2 Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto 
you through the 
knowledge of God, 
and of  Jeftis our 


Lord, 


3 According as 
his Divine power 
hath given unto us 
all things that pertain 
unto life and godli- 
nefs, through the 
knowledge of him 
that hath called us to 
glory and virtue: 


4 Whereby are gi-> 


ven unto us exceed< 


‘ing great and pre- 


cious promifes : that 
by thefe ye might be 
pat 


dered as in our verfion, of God and our 
Saviour. tis obfervable, that the order 
in the next verfe is different, and deter~ 
mines it to the tranflation there ufed. 

b Life and godlinefs.) Some imagine 
this to be an Hebraifin for a godly life ; 
but the meaning is fo much enriched by 
underftanding it more literally, that I 
choofe to retain our verfion, and to para- 
phrafe the words according to it. 

C By glory and virtue: Sq Sokne xoct 
epeinc.} ‘his is the proper rendering of 
Six with a genitive cafe, as feveral critics 
have rightly obferyed. Dr Whitby fup- 
pofes thefe words to be an hendyades, and 
underftands them of the glorious and 
powerful effufion of the Spirit. Wt is re- 
markable, that the word epeln, ufed fo 
frequently in heathen writers, feldom oc- 
curs inthe New Teftament; and when it 
does, it does not always fignify the whole 
of aright principle, but ely courage. 


(See nete h below.) And therefore, as the 
learned Albert obferves, (Obferv. Philolog. 
p- 460.) fome interpreters, apprehending 
the word ape? to be in no fenfe applicable 
to God, but enly to men, have rendered 
this claufe, contrary to the Greek idiom} 
to glory and virtue. But it may very pro- 
perly be underftood of that /frengthening 
energy which God exerts on the humare 
mind, which appeared in {0 extraordinary 
a manner in the apoftolic age. 

ad By means of which.) Some would 
render, d: ay, for the fake of which ; that 
is, as they underftand the claufe, that we 
might attain to this glory and virtue, God 
has made fuch precious promifes, of the 
pardon of fin, the affiftances of his Spirit, 
and at la{t, eternal happinefs. Dr Whit- 
by would read it, 3: ov, by whom, that is, 
by Chrift; for which he hath the autho- 
rity of fome manufcripts. 
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He exherts them to add totheir faith, knowledge and temperance: 245 


partakers of the Di- 
vine nature, having 
eicaped the corrup- 
tion that is in the 
world through luft. 


5 And befides this, 
giving all diligence, 
add to your faith, 
virtue; and to vir- 
tue, knowledge ; 


{ 


6 And to know- 
ledge, | temperance; 
and to temperance, 
patience ; and to pa- 
tience, godlinefs : 


be made partakers of a Divine nature °; tranf- 
formed into the image of God’s moral _perfec- 
tions; baving efcaped the corruption [which is] 
fo generally prevalent in the world through the 
luft which men are ready to indulge, to the re- 
proach and deftruCtion of their immortal fouls. 
And for this purpofe ', applying with all pofible 
diligence, as you have believed the gofpel, be care- 
ful to accompany that belief with all the lovely 
train of attendant graces; affociate 8, as it were, 
to your faith, virtue », true fortitude and refolu- 
tion of mind, which may enable you to break 
through that variety of dangers with which your 
faith may be attended; and to this heroic virtue 
and bravery, that knowledge which may direc 
your refolution aright; : 
temperance, that if you fhould be in the moft 
plentiful circumftances, they may not be a fnare 
to you, and the bounties of Proyidence may not 
be abufed to the difhonour of God and your 
own detriment ; and to this temperence add pa- 
tiencey aS you are not apprifed what afflictions 
may poflibly fucceed your profperity, nor how 
fevere they may be; and to patience add godl- 
ne/s, that devout temper of mind, which will 
be fo powerful a fupport to your patience, both 
by the views it gives you of the wifdom and 


_ goodnefs of all the Divine difpenfations, and by 


y And to godli- 
nefs, brotherly kind- 
nefs 5 


the pleafure which it will mingle with the moft 
painful exercifes and trials; And to godline/s 
add brotherly kindne/s, that peculiar affection 


which 
NOTES. 


And ta knowledge, 


© Partakers of a Divine nature.) I can- 
‘not think the paffages, which are produ- 
ced from Philo and Jofephus, as parallel 
tothis, are fufficient to juftify Dr Whitby’s 
interpreting this phrafe of miraculous and 
prophetic endowments. 

f For this purpofe: avto rl.) The learned 
Albert fuppofes the particle ss to be under- 
flood, and I have tranflated itaccordingly. 

& Affociate.| The word ex:xopnynoale 
properly fignifies to /rad up, as ina dance, 
one of thefe virtues after another in a 
beautiful and majeftic order. See Good~ 
man’s Parable of the Prod. p. 196. and Sir 
Norton Knatchbull in loc. 

h Virtue.) Virtue cannot here fignify 
an univerfal regularity of mind and iman- 
ners, (fee Titus iii. 8.) becaufe every par- 
ticular afterwards mentioned, is @ vittue 
in that fenfe; and the apojtle focabing? 

g 


each as additional to what went before. 
Tt muft therefore here fignify courage, as 
the original word xpe7y often does. (Com- 
pare note © above.) And it is properly 
added to faith, in reference to the need 
faith has of a courageous defence, and of 
the advantage it gives us for that purpofe, 
The knowledge to be added, fignifies, not 
that general kuawledge on which faith and 
virtue mutt be founded, but an acquain- 
tance with the importance of the feveral 
principles and duties comprehended in 
that general knowledge ; and by this, ‘cou- 
rage would properly be diretted, which 
might otherwiie aét at random. Nor can 
we imagine, that one of thefe good guasi- 
ties can entirely fubfitt without another ; 
but every one is to make up, as it were, 
a part of the chorus, appearing together 
in a lovely and venerable train. 
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246 And diligently io make their calling and eleétion fure. 


Sect. which you owe to your fellow-Chriftians, as 
‘_. your brethren in the Lord; and add to this bro- 
2 Peter therly kindnefs, univerfal love to all your fellow- 


I 


AL bh 


Age) 


OO 


9 for that purpofe; 


néefs;" and to bro- 
therly kindnefs, cha- 
rity. 


creatures, extending your kind affectionate re- 
gards to thofe who are entirely ftrangers to that 
religion which you are fo happy as to embrace, 
and even to thofe who moft unrighteoufly op- 
pofe it, and injure you for your profeflion of it: 


For if thefe excellent things which I have now 
defcribed, exift and abound in you, they will per- 
mit [you] to be neither inaétive nor unfruttful, 
in the knowledge of the Lord Fefus Chrift; but as 
they muft put you upon exerting yourfelves in 
_confequence of that knowledge, they will make 
thefe your endeavours delightful and effectual 
But he that is defictent in 
thefe things, is blind as to the moft important 
- objets of knowledge; at beft he is very /hort- 
fighted, his views are limited to a narrow circle 
of low and mean objects, which lye immdiately 


8 For if thefe 
things be in you, and 
abound, they make 
you that ye Jhall nei- 
ther be barren, nor 
unfruitfal in the 
knowledge of our 
Lord Jefus Chritt. 


6 But he that lack- 
eth thefe things, is 
blind, and cannot fee 
far off, and hath for= 
gotten that he was 
purged from his old 
fins. : 


before him, and cannot take in that enlarged 


and noble profpeét which Chriftianity fets be- 


fore him. 


He fhews that he hath contratled a 


fad forgetfulne/s of [his] baptifmal engage- 
ments, and of that purification from the fins of 
his former life, which he profeffed to be in fearch 
of, and hoped to find by that folemn ordinance 
which initiated him into the Chriftian church. 


And as it would be very fatal to fall from 


to Wherefore the 


thefe bright views and expe€tations into a ftaté rather, brethren, give 


of fuch aggravated condemnation, therefore my 
brethren, endeavour fo much the more diligently 
to make your calling and your eleétion furei and 


diligence to make 
your calling and e- 
le€tion fure: for if 


ye 


firm; that having been called into the church of 


‘ 
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i Galling and elettion fure.}. Mr Brekel, 
the ingenious author of the Chriftian War- 
fare, hath taken pains to prove that cal/- 
gg and elettion alludes to the manner in 
which armies were raifed ; firft, by call- 
ing together all of a proper age to bear 
arms; and then, chafing out fuch as were 
reckoned moft proper for that purpofe. 
And he fuppofes, that making the calling 
and election, BeCasev, ftedfaft, was aéting 
in fuch a manner that they might not be 
gafcer'd and di/éanded, as unworthy a 
place in the army into which they had 
been Ji/ted. He has indeed proved by a 
great number of learned quotations, that 
this was the cafe inthe Grecian armies; 


Chrift, 

gt Rn 2 

and Rev. xvii. 14. may perhaps be a fur- 
ther illujtration of it, as he well urges, 
But I cannot think, that by this we are te 
determine our notion of the Chriftian call 
ing and e/eftion ; and whoever fhould at- 
tempt to apply this idea to fuch phrafes 
in the multitude of places, would find it 
utterly unfuitable. I have therefore fo 
taken in the idea, which this agreeable 
writer fuggefts, as not entirely to drop 
others, which I think it extremely pro- 
bable the apoft/e might have in his view. 
And it will certainly be a good fenfe, if 
we, underftand the exhortation, Make it 
an affured thing to yourfelves, that you are 
called and chafen of Gad Sue se 


Reflections on the fruits of the knowledge of Chrift. 247 
ye do thefethings, ye Chrift, and chofen to fuch exalted external Sect. 
hall never fall ; +s iN : a, 
privileges and fuch glorious hopes, you may not 

finally lofe them ; but may be affured upon the , peter 
beft grounds, that you are indeed effectually I. 10. 
called by Divine grace, and chofen to the pot- 
feffion of life everlafting. And this important 
end will be fecured, if you refolutely perfift in 
your duty, according to the direCtions I have 
now given; for if ye do thefe things ye shall ne- 
ver fall; God will fupport you with communi- 
cations of grace, fuitable to any extraordinary 

. trial, to which you may be called, till the whole 
1x For foan en- jg brought to a happy iflue and conclufion. | For ir 

trance fhall be mini- ¢ 

ftered unto you a- /? an entrance fhall be sichly and abundantly ad- 

bundantly, into the miniffered unto you in the everlafting kingdom of 

everlafting kingdom yr Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift; you thall 

ef our Lord and Sa- aS . , 

viour Jeius Chyitt, ot only be fecure of obtaining happinefs there 5 
but fhall be received into it with circumftances 
of folemn pomp and diftinguifhed honour ; and 
thofe graces, which adorned your profeflion here 
on earth, fhall, as it were, attend you in a ra- 
diant train to thofe manfions of everlafting feli- 
city and glory, which the Divine mercy thal] 
then affign you, through Jefus Chrift, to whom 
the praife of allis to be afcribed, and with whom . 
you fhall reign through the endlefs ages of eter- 
nity. 


PO MOP CRO 2 Be BON 


Iu all humility let us adore the Divine goodnefs, in ma- 
king us partakers of the like precious faith with that which 
he beftowed on the primitive believers. And let it often be Ver. 1 
confidered in this comprehenfive and edifying view, as termina- 
. ting on the righteoufne/s of our God and Saviour fefus Chrif?, on 
that method of juftification by him and his gofpel which Divine 
grace hath found out and propofed. With thankfulnefs let us 
own the abundant provifion made for us, of all things pertaining 
to life and godline/s ; and above all, let the exceeding rich and in- 3 
valuable promifes, contained in the gofpel, be reviewed with fin- 4° 
cere delight, and be efteemed as our fecureft and moft important 
treafure. May they aCtually have all that eflicacy they are fuited 
and intended to have, to procure and fecure our ¢/cape from the 
pollutions which are in the world through luf?, and to advance the 
Divine refemSlance in our fouls. How various, and how lovely, % 7 
are the graces which are here recommended, as what we are with 
all diligence to add to our faith: courage and temperance, pa- 
gt: tience 
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2 Peter 
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St Peter would remind them of what they had been taught ; 


tience and godline/s, brotherly kindnefs, and univerfal charity ! 
Thefe are the genuine fruits of the knowledge of our Lord Fefus 
Chrift ; thefe, while they honour him and adorn our profeflion, 
will be no lefs honourable and beneficial to ourfelves. Short-/ighted 
indeed we are, if we perceive not on the one hand, the happy 
and delightful confequences which they will finally produce; and 
on the other, how utterly vain our éapti/mal honours and en- 
gagements, and all external privileges of church-communion, will 


be, if thefe vitals of Chrifitanity are wanting. In order to excite, 


our indolent minds to :purfue thefe Divine graces with a {pirit in 
fome meafure proportionable to their excellence, let us frequent- 
ly refle&t on our fpeedy removal from this world and all its vani- 
ties; how foon we muft enter upon eternity. O, how defirable 
then to enter on.the kingdom of Chrift, to be honoured with an a- 
bundant entrance into everlafting manfions, to be received as with 
a cordial welcome, to fail as it were, into that bleffed harbour 
with a full gale of confolation and joy! Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked; it is the invariable defign of the gofpel to produce 
and advance our Aoline/s ; it 1s the immutable conftitution of the 
kingdom of Chrift, that without it xa man /ball be permitted to /ee 
the Lord. (Heb. xii. 14.) 


Sut Er Conk: II. 


The apoftle in the view of his own approaching diffolution, reminds 
his Ghriflian brethren, that their religion was firmly founded, 
as it was attefted both by the miraculous voice from heaven, which 
declared Fefus to be the Son of God, and by the divinely infpired 
prophecies, which alfo bore teftimony to him under that charatter. 
2 Pet. I. 12, to the end. 


2 PeTer I. ’ 3 Perer I. rz. 
| Have een ‘Shhorting hia ta cultivate the YWJHererorse I 
feveral graces of Chriftianity, and urging will ngt, be. anes 
gligent to put you 
this as neceflary for the fecurity of your eternal always ‘in. remem 
falvation ; therefore Twill not negleét, always to brance of _ thefe 


: _ things, though ye 
put you in mind of thefe things ; though Lam a- 108 em ay: | 


ware, that you already know them, and are well eftablithed in the pvt. 3 


cftablifbed by the inftruction you have received fent-truth. 

in the prefent truth, relating to the practice of 

thefe virtues. But Laccount it right and ex- 13 Yea, T think it 
pedient, yea, what by my office in ‘the church eee a0 qaeetee 
of Chrift L owe to you, and my other brethren, to fir you up, by 
as long as I am in this tabernacle, and inhabit put- 
this frail mortal body, from which, God only , 
knows how féon I'may be diflodged, ta /tir you 


up 


= 


eae ~ 


for they had not followed cunningly devifed fables: 249 
pitting you in re- 


up by way of remembrance, and Sec. 
membrance ; ip by way of » and to endeavour to 


keep your hearts under as lively a fenfe of Di- _*: 
vine things as I can 5 Knowing that all thefe x Peter 
opportunities of fervice are confined within very 1 +4 


34 Knowing that 
fhortly I muft put off 
this my tabernacle, e+ 


ven as out Lord Je- 
fus Chrift hath fhew- 
ed me. 


15 Moreover, I 
will endeavour, that 
ye.may be able after 
niy deceafe, to have 
thefe things always 
in remembrance. 


16 For we have 
not followed cun- 
ningly devifed fables, 
when we made known 
unto you the power 


and coming of our: 


Lord Jefus Chritt, 
but were eye-witnef- 
fes of his majefty. 


17 For he received 
from God the Fa- 
ther, honour and 
glory, when there 
came fuch a voice to 
him from the excel- 
lent glory, This is 
my beloved Sun, in 
whom I am _ well- 
pleafed. 


18 And this voice 
which came from 
heaven we heard 
when we were with 
him in the holy 
mount. 


19 We have alfo a 


more fure word of 
pro- 


2 Surer prophetical 


of opinion that the apoffle intended no 
comparifon im this place, but that the com- 
parative is nfed for the pojitive s fo that 


narrow limits, and that J mut quickly put. off 
this my tabernacle by death, even as our Lord 
Fefus Chrift hath Jbewed me by an exprefs pro- 
phefy, and that memorable a€tion of his, when, 
juft after his refurreGtion, he commanded me 


‘to follow him in token of my readinefs to die 


for him, by the fame kind of death which he 
fuffered. (John xxi. 18, 19, 20.) But F will 
endeavour to the utmoft of my ability, while it 
pleafes God to continue me among you, that 
you may have thefe things fo familiar to your 
minds now, that ye may alfo every one of you 
have them in remembrance after my departure, 
when I fhall have made my exit from the ftage 
of mortality. For we have not been purfuing 
after a feries of artfully devifed fables, while we 
made known unto you the power and coming. of 
our Lord Fefus Chrift ; they were not fallaciouf- 
ly invented, nor rafhly credited by us; dut we 
were eye-witneffes of bis mafeffy, and of the fo- 
lemn pomp and grandeur with which he appear- 
ed at his transfiguration. For he then recei- 
ved from God the Father illuftrious honour and glo- 
ry; fublime honour was done him, and reful- 
gent glory was fhed round about him, when /uch 
a voice was fent forth to him from the magnifi- 
cent glory of the Shechinah, which then appear- 
ed fo confpicuous and glorious, and made that 
ever-memorable proclamation, This is my well- 
beloved Son, in whom I acquiefce, (Mat. xvii. 5.) 
and in whom my foul is perfeétly well-pleafed. 
And this voice which came down from heaven, 
we, his three diftinguifhed friends, James and 
John, as well as myfelf, aCtually beard, when 
we were with him in the holy mount, which was, 
for the time, confecrated by the vifible appear- 
anee of the Divine glory upon it. And we 
have a furer and firmer prophetical word *, the 

evi- 

IN Or: Dirks: 

word.) Some are it only fignifies a very fure prophetical 
word. Asin Heb. xiii. 23. roxy is uled 
for quickly. Adis xxv. ro. xaddov for’ 
well. Compare 2 Tim. itt. 14. 2° Tim, 
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And ancient prophecy came by the will of God. 


evidence of which, on the whole, is far more 
extenfive and important, than that of any fingle 
miracle, how confpicuous foever: to which 
therefore, ye do very well to adhere, and to take 
heed to its contents, as to a lamp fbining ina dark, 
obfcure, and gloomy place >. Obferve it there- 
fore, and adhere to it, ¢i// the day dawn, and 
the morning-/tar arife in your hearts, with re- 
{plendent beams, as the fure herald of an eternal 
day, whofe fun fhall no more go downy nor its 
moon withdraw itfelf : Knowing this fir/t, as 
a matter of chief importance, that no prophecy 
of fcripture is of private impulfe ‘, or original. 
For prophe/y was not brought of old, to the minds 
of thofe that uttered it, by the will of man; they 
could not work themfelves up to the attainment 
of this extraordinary gift, nor divinely foretell 
what they themfelves defired, and whenever 
they pleafed; but holy men of God, whom he 


prophefy ; whertiutic 
to ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a, 
light that fhineth in 
a dark’ place, until 
the day dawn, and the 
day-ftar arife in yout 
hearts : 


20 Knowing this 
firft, that no prophe- 
cy of the feripture is 
of any private inter- 
pretation. 

21 For the pro- 
fy came not in old 
time by the will of 
man: but holy men 
of God fpake as they 
were moved by thé 
Holy Ghott: 


honoured with that important work, /pake [as . 


they were] borne on by the Holy Spirit, and they 
were only his organs, in declaring to the people 


what he was difpofed to fuggeft to them. 


i. 37,18. And setxeotego¢ for the lea/f, 
Mat. xi. 1x. Luke vii. 28. Others affert, 
that the feries of prophecies, when ex- 
plained in the light of the New Tefta- 
ment, is a much clearer proof of Chrift’s 
being the Meffiah, than any /fingle mira- 
culous fat, as this was. Itisalfo debated, 
whether prophefy fignifies the gift fo call- 
¢d among Chriftians, or the written pro- 
phecies of the Old Teftament. But ¥-think 
it cannot be doubted, that it refers to the 
latter, and is the fame with what is called 
below, in the 20th verfe, the prophs/y of 


- feripture, and is faid to have comé in old 


time, by the will of God. 

b Lamp shining in a dark place.} Bifhop 
Chandler fuppofes, prophefy is fo called, 
becaufe it grows gradually brighter and 
brighter, as it approaches nearer and near- 
er tolits acconiplifhment. Bifhop Chand- 


ler’s Defence of Chriftianity, p.23. 


© No. prophefy of fcripture is of private 
impulje. | So I render evtrveews 5 and 
take it to fignify, that men did not work 
them/felves up into fuch agitations, as led 
them to utter the predictions ‘and oracles 


I Mz — 


NOT E &. Asis cele RE 
recorded, And this, I think, the origiz 


nal will very well bear, and the oppofi- 
tion juftly. To interpret it in oppofition 
to the right of private judgment in the in+ 
terpretation of fcripture, is quite foreign 
to the apoftle’s purpofe, as well as ex+ 
tremely injurious to common fenfe. See 
Flem. Chriftology, vol. 1. p. 147. Dr 
Clark and Mr Baxter have underftood 
this, as if the apoftle had faid, Scripture 
is not to be interpreted merely as {peaking 
of this particular perfon of whom it lite- 
rally fpeaks; but as having a further fenfe, 
to which the expreflions of the prophets 
were over-ruled under the influence of the 
Spirit, in reference to the gofpel-difpen- 
fation; in refpeét to which they fome+ 
times were carried further than they 
themfelves were aware. Mr Fefferies, (af- 
ter Dr Hanimond,) obferves, that ex:au- 
cews originally fignifies a fign or watch- 
word given to the racers when they were 
to ftart. See his Review of the controverfy 
between the author of the grounds, &c. and 
his adverfaries, p. 149+ 


« 


~ 
~ 


Reflections on the certainty of the Chriftian rehigion. 


POD ee SRO i eho ABS oN fT, 


M4. that uncertainty, that frailty and brevity of human life, 

which the minifters of Chrift are frequently inculcating upon 
others, be ferioufly confidered by themfelves. Let them remem- 
ber, that they mutt quickly put off this tabernacle, and be difmif- 
fed from their prefent ftate of fervice; and while they have op- 
portunity therefore, let them /tir up the minds of the people com- 
mitted to their charge, by way of remembrance, and give dili- 
gence to make fuch impreflions upon their hearts, that when they 
themfelves are laid down in the filence of the grave, and fleeping 
among the clods of the valley, by the recollection and improve- 
ment of the leflons they taught, /urvivors may be quickened in 
their preparation to quit their diflolving tabernacles likewife, and 
to follow their pious leaders into the jay of their. Lord. 

It muft undoubtedly yield us an inconceivable fatisfation as 
Chriftians, that we have not followed cunningly devifed fables ; 
- that the perfons, on whofe teflimony we rely as an authentic evi- 
dence to the truth of our holy religion, were eye-witneffes of 
the illuftrious fa€ts on which it is founded: and particularly, that 
important oracle, the voice from heaven, by which the true-and 
living God declared fefus of Nazareth to be his well-beloved Son, 
and recommended him to the ebedient regard of all who reve- 
rence his own authority, was, on the mount of transfiguration, 
diftin@tly heard by Peter, James and Febn; who at the fame 
time were eye-witneffes of his glory. Yet are we bound to ac- 
knowledge the Divine oracles of the Old Teftament, and the nu- 
merous and various prophefies they contain, to be to us a fupe- 
rior, a more fure and inconteftible evidence: let us therefore 
take heed to it, as a glorious light to our feet, and lamp to our 
paths. And let what is particularly faid of the ancient prophets 
recommend to our regard the whole facred volume; namely, 
that it was not written by private impulfe, but by the infpiration 
of the Holy Ghyt. Let us receive it with the profoundeft humi 
lity, not as the word of man, but as it is indeed and in truth’ the 
word of God, which is able té make us wife unto falvation; and 
let us follow its facred illumination, till at length it conduct us 
to the dawning of an eternal day, and to the rifing of that bright 
and morning-ftar, which will thine out hereafter with the full 
glory of the Sun of rightcoufne/s. 


Vou. VI.- I Hoh: sage atid Ge 2 


15 


£7 ie 


20° 


S Ect. if 
3. 4 


232 The apofile cautions Chriftians againft falfe teachers : 


= 


BRE vant, © 


ps) Iii. 


The apoftle cautions Chriftians againgt falfe teachers ; mentioning 
the judgments which God executed on the fallen angels, on the 
old world, and on Sodom, and the deliverance of Noah and of 
Lot, as confiderations, which foould, on the one hand, terrify 
the ungodly, and on the other, comfart and eftablifh the hearts f 


good men. 2 Pet. Il. 1,---9. 


2 Pever I. +1. 
Have obferved to you, that it was by a Di- 
vine impulfe that the prophets delivered and 
esac, wrote their predictions in former times 5 dut 
i.1. they were not always regarded in a becoming 
manner; for there were alfa falfe prophets among 
the people * of the Jews, as there fhall alfa be 
among you >, the difciples of a greater Mafler 
than Mofes ; falfe teachers, whe will make par- 
ties among you, and privately introduce perni- 
cious and dejtructive herefies, even denying the 


2 Peter If. x. 
UT there were 
falfe prophets al- 

fo among the people, 
even as there fhall be 
falfe teachers among 
you, who privily fhalk 
bring in damnable 
herehes, evendenying 
the Lord that bought 
them, and bring up- 
on themlelyes fwift 
defiruction. 


Lord who bought and redeemed them; as thofe 

falfe prophets denied the God who had redeem- 

ed Ifrael from its bondage and mifery ; but they 
will at laft be found in the fame dreadful cir- 

cumftances, bringing upon themfelves fwift de- 


2 firuchon. 


And yet many will perfift to follow 
their pernicious courfes, by means of whom the 
way of truth, the caufe of genuine and uncor- 
rupted Chriftianity, will by many others dé 
blafphemed ; as if the errors and madnefs of thofe 


2 And many fhalf 
follow their pernici- 
ous ways, by reafon 
of whom the way of 
truth fhall be evil- 
{poken of, 


members who are corrupted, were to be char- 


N .0D,B xs: 


3 There were alfo falfe prophets among 
the people.| Dx Sherlock, (the late bifhop 
of London,) has observed in his fir? differ- 
tation at the end of his difcour/es on pro- 
phecy, that there is a fenfible difference, 
not fo much between the firfi and fecond 
epiftles of Peter, as.between this [econd 
chapter when compared with the fir/t and 
third. ‘This chapter abounds in pompous 
words and expreffions. It is a defcription 
of falfe teachers, and feems to be extrafted 
from fome Fewi/h writer, who had given 
a defcription of the fal/e prophets, either 
thofe of his own time, or thofe who had 
lived before him., ‘his remark accounts 
for the great refemblance between ¢his 
chapter and the epifile of Fude; as was 


ged 


obferved in the Introdution. He fuppofes 
it might be tranicribed, or tranflated by 
them, from fome Jewith or Hebrew book 
that remained among them. ~ Sce the 
epiftle of Jude, note ©. 

b As there foal alfo be among you. | 
Hence, Mr Mede, I think fomewhat pre- 
carioufly, infers a /fmilitude between the 
errors propagated by the falfe prophels a- 
morg the Jews, and thofe which were to 
over-run the Chriftian church ; and in- 
{tances in image-worfhip, and the worfhip 
of departed faints and heroes, cuftomary 
in the church of Rome. Mede in loc. 
Dr Whitby applies all thefe things to the 
Nicolaitans, and Gnoflicks, who were a 
branch of them. 


© Dues 


Who fhould be punifbed lite the fallen angels : 


_ged’on thofe who are not infected with their Seer 


3 And through puted to all. 


‘eovetoufnefs fhall 
they with feigned 
words make mer- 
ehandife . of you: 


whofe judgment now 
of a long time linger- 
eth not, and their’ 
‘damnation flumber- 
eth net. 


diforders, or the vices of a few, weré to be im- 


And-as for the falfe teachers I 


mention, they will order both their teaching 
and their condu& dy views and maxims of co- 
vetoufnefs, and with deceitful words will make 
merchandife of you, trafficking as it were for 
your immortal fouls. 
whofe judgment for a long time delays not, but - 
advances apace; and their deftruétion does not 


Thefe are wretchés, 


fiumber *, how fondly foever they may dream of 


elcaping it. 


But if they confider the numerous 
examples God has already given, of his righte-_ 


ous indignation, they mult certainly take the 


4 For if God {pa- alarm ; 
red!not the angels that 
finned, but caft them 


down to hell, and de- 


livered them into 
chains of darknefs, to da: f 

of darkne/s £ to 
be. referyed unto f 5 ef 
judgment; 


For if God did not pare the angels 
that finned 4, but, having cafe [them] down 
from heaven, and funk them ¢o the abyfs of 
hell*, delivered [them] to be referved in chains 


the yudgment of the great and 


terrible day of account; we may from hence 
reafonably conclude, that he will find out a pro= 


per feafon to punifh wicked men, the confede- 
rates and inftruments of thofe rebellious fpirits. 


N 
© Does not flumber.] Mr Blackwall 
‘obferves, that this is a mot beautiful figure, 
reprefenting the vengeance that fhall de- 
troy fuch incorrigible finners, asan angel 
of judgment purfuing them upon the wing, 
continually appréaching nearer and sear- 
er, and in the mean time keeping a watch- 
ful eye upon them, that he may at length 
diicharge,an unerring blow. See his Sa- 
cred Claffics, vol. lL. p. 2973 
‘ad Did not fpare the angels, &c.] Some 
have imagined this to be an imperfe fen- 
tence: I think it complete in the oth 
yerfe. Bur as the length of the fentence 
is fo neceflarily increafed, by fuch a me- 
thod of paeraphrafing as 1 have chofen, 
(though brought into the narrowelt li- 
mits, which were judged confiftent with 
anfwering the end,) I have thought it 
proper here, and in many other inftan- 
ces, to dividé what, in the original, 
miakes one fentence, into feveral; elfe I 
routt have left many paflages of the facred 
writings far more intricate than I found 
them. 
€ Cafi them] down to hell.) Mr Mede 
would tranflate the words, Wien God had 
condemned the angels that finned to the punifh- 
gent of hell, he delivered them into chains 
of darkucfs to be reyerved fo judgment. - 
I 


And 


O TE Ss. 


cannot but think that the word raplapwcas 
is illuftrated by the defcription given of 
Tartarus in Homer (Iliad. @. Lin. 13,— 
15.) as a deep gulph under the earth, where 
there are iron gales, and a brazen entrances 
It is derived from a word expreffive of 
terror, and fignifies the doleful prifoz in 
which wicked fpirits are referved, till they 
fhould be brought out to public condem- 
nation and execution. 

f In chains of darknefs.] It has been’ 
queried, how the confinement of thete un- 
happy {pirits in chains of darknefs, is con~ 
fiftent with their wandering up and down 
in the air, and uponearth. I think we 
are to anfwer, not by faying, that the 


darknefs is moral, or that the light is di/- 


agreeable to them, as fome have fuggeft- 
ed, (Compare Réeynold’s Inguiry concerning 


the Angelic World, Query xxx. p. 19t-) 4, 


but rather, that a general confinement 
may be reconcileable with fome degree of 
liberty, yet (till liable to reftrain, as God\ 
thall fee fit. Compare Luke viit. 31; 
Rey. xx. 1, 3. And this air, over which 
they feem indeed to have fome power 
fometimes granted them, (Eph. i. 2.) 
is'to be fure derknefi, when compared 
with the /igff in which ‘they originally 
dwelt. 
h 3 
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And in like manner as the cities of the plain. 


Sect. And indeed the hiftory of mankind furnifhes us 


3. 


with many awful inftances of this kind; and 
one, in which almoft the whole human fpecies 
was made the monument of Divine difpleafure ; 
for when God had. been long infulted and pro- 
voked by their continued wickednefs, we know 
that he /pared not the mhabitants of the o/d an- 
tediluvian warld. Neverthelefs, it is worth our 
while at the fame time to obferve the favourable 
manner in which God interpofed amidft the 
general ruin, for the prefervation of the only 
good man that remained ; for he kept Noah, the 
eighth [perfon ®,| who was a preacher of righ- 
teoufne/s, and feven others, who were with him 
in the ark, when he brought the irrefiftible de- 
{tru€tion of the univerfal deluge upon the whole 
world of the ungodly, and deftroyed all the im- 
pious wretches who had derided the admoni- 
tions of that faithful patriarch. 


6 And in @ fucceeding age, when the inhabi- 


7 


tants of thofe places were funk into the loweft 
degeneracy, he condemned the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, with the moft dreadful de/truétion, 
reducing them to afbes, by raining down fire and 
brimftone from heaven upon them ; /etting 
[them] as an example and pattern of that final 
vengeance he will bring on thofe finners wha 
Should afterwards be ungodly, that they might 
learn their own condemnation and mifery from 
the memorials of the deftru€tion of thofe once 
noble, pleafant, and flourifhing cities of the plain. 
And by the miraculous interpofition of his Pro- 
Vi- 
NO) a ie 
& The eighth [perfor] a preacher of righ 


5 And fpared not 
the old world, bur 
faved. Noah thecighth 
perfon, a preacher of 
righteoufnefs, bring- 
ing in the flood upor 
the world of the un= 


godly ; 


6 And turning the 
cities of Sodom and 
Gemorrah into afhes, 
condemned them with 
an overthrow, ma- 
king them an en- 
fample unto thofe 
that after fhould live 
ungodly ; 


y And delivered jut 
Lot, 


teoufnefs.| Bilhop Pearfon would render 
this claufe, Noah the eighth preacher of 
aighteoufnefs; fappofing, that Enos was 
the firft, (Gen. iv. 26.) from whom Noah 
was the eighth; that all the intermediate 
perfons bore the fame office, and that 
_ Chrift preached by them all. x Pet. iii, 
19. Pearf. on the Creed, p. 163. To which 
Bifhop Cumberland affents, fuppofing God 
had a continued fucceffion of extraordinary 
erfons in the patriarchal church, Cunth. 
on Gen. p. 49. But [ think it certain, 
that Enos could not be the fir/? preacher 
of righteovfhefs : Adam was in a won- 
derful manner fitted to perform that of- 
fice in the fir/? world, as Noah was in the 
jicond s; and what excellent inftructions 


both might give, Dr Winder has finely 
reprefented. JWimder’s Hiffory of Know- 
ledge, vol YX. p. 7, &e. p. 81,—92~ 
Bifhop Pearfon adds, that if we are not 
difpofed to refer oydoov to xnpuxe, and 
tranflate it, the cighth preacher of righte~ 
oufnefs, it may be wnderftood as denoting, 
not the order in. which Noah was ranked, 
but merely the number of perfons that 
were with him, Noah with feven others, 
or Noah one of eight ; and accordingly I 
have determined it to this fenfe in the pa- 
raphrafe. The bifhop hath produced fe- 
veral paflages in the Greek claffics in fup- 
port of this fenfe of the word ; and others 
may be feen in Raphelius. Compare alfo 
1 Pet. tii. 20. : 


i 
Reflections on the deftruction of the old wirld, &c. 

one incinamnaeat! vidence, he refcued righteous Lot; who was fo 
Be eked ~ long grieved and afflicted by the lafcivious con- 
8 (For that righ- ver/ation of thefe lawlefs men. For that righ- 
i A OR teous man, while he dwelt among them, feeing 
dag? t aud “heaage bearing rom day to day, the inftances of 
ees as Sei their profligate and abandoned wickeduefs, tor- 

oul from day today, get r j 4 
with ther walewial ited his upright foul by [thofe] unlawful and 
Béeds :) candalous works, whofe cry came up at length 
to heaven, and brought down upon them this 
9TheLordknow- flaming deftruction. And thus, on the whole, 
= eueiircen, we difcern in this memorable example, that on 
ations, "and" tore Mhevone: hand; the Lord knows how to refcue the 
ferve the unjuft unto godly from temptation and danger, and on the 
Stes other, to referve the unrighteous to the day of 
" gudgment, to be punifhed with a feverity beco- 

ming their guilt and wickednels. 


PSI PER 5 Oia ES Mie Boe No TL. 


Mier is no church fo’ pure, but fome fale members, and 

even fal/e teachers, may infinuate themfelves into it; yet it 
is our duty to watch and pray, that the churches to which we re- 
fpeCtively belong, may be guarded againft their pernicious infi- 
nuations, and efpecially againft the defruéctive herefies of thole 
who deny the Lord who bought them. As we regard the edifica- 
tion of the church, and the falvation of our own precious and 
immortal fouls, let us guard againft whatever may juftly deferve 
fuch an imputation asthis. Jobe to thofe teachers who are ac- 
tuated with a covetous {pirit, who teach things which they ought 
not for the fake of filthy lucre, and make merchandife of the fouls 
of their hearers! How fwiftly does their damnation approach, 
though they perceive not the gradations by which it advances; 
and with what irrefiftible terror will it at length overwhelm 
them! . 

That our hearts may be preferved under an awful impreflion 
of the Divine judgments, let us often meditate on thofe difplays 
of them of which the /cripture informs us. And let us, in par- 
cular, reflect on the fall of the apoffate angels, who were for 
their firft offence, precipitated from hZaven, and referved in chains 
of darknefs to the judgment of the great day: and while we con- 
template this awful difpenfation, let us adore that diftinguifhing 
grace and compafhon which laid hold on apoffate man, and pro- 
vided an all-fufficient. Saviour for him. Let us call to remem- 
brance the diflolution of the old world by a deluge of water, and 
the tremendous deftru€tion of the cities of the plain by fire from 
heaven; and let us fear that God, who can at picafure break open 


the fountains of the great deep, and open the windows f ee 
: add 
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But they foall be chiefly punifoed, who are unclean, &c. 

and emit from thefe his various magazines, deluges of water, or 
torrents of burning fulphur, to execute his vengeance. Who 
can flee from his purfuing hand? or who can be fecure and hap- 
py but under Ais almighty protection? Yet awful as the terrors of 
his indignation are, his eyes are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open to their cry. What a noble fupport and encouragement 
may it therefore be to the fmall remnant, who from day to day are 
vexing their righteous fouls at the ungodly deeds of the wicked a- 
mong whom they dwell, to reflect on the deliverance of Noah, and 
of Lot, from that general deftru€tion with which they were fur- 
rounded. A more perfect. and complete deliverence will be at 
length accomplifhed for all the faithful fervants of God, and 
there will be no poffibility of doubting any more his ability, or 
his willingnefs to refcue them from every evil; for he will make 
the day of his vengeance on his enemies, a day of complete and 
everlafting falvation to his faints. And the Lord grant that we 
may all find mercy of the Lord in that important day. 


see by, ceed Ae IV. 


The apoftle defcribes in very emphatical terms, the infamous cha- 
raéter of fome ungodly and feducing teachers, who were crept in- 
to the Chriftian church ; and warns the Ghriftian converts of the 
danger of their being perverted by them, and them of the dread- 
ful deftruétion to which they expofed themfelves. 2 Pet. Il. 10, 


---22. 

2 PETER Paro: : + PETER Th 10s 
Have been juft mentioning the Divine ven- RUT chiefly them 
geance which will be poured out on audaci- that walk after 


5 : 4 : the ficfh in the luft of 
ous and impenitent finners; but I would e/pecial> uncleannefs, and des 


ly be underftood to intend thofe who go after nat government, 
ftrange fle/b, in the luft of uncleanne/s ; for they Pie ee no 
are particularly deteftable in the eye of God, are not afraid to fpeak 
and the crimes they commit fo much refemble evil ofdignities: 
that of Sodom, that it is the lefs to be wondered 

if they fhare in its punifhment: and with them 

I alfo comprehend thofe who de/pife dominion, 

of which there are many among the licentious 

wretches before defcribed, daring and /elf-wil- 

led, uncontroulable in their own ways, and ready 

toface and withftand any oppofitioh in the pro- 

fecution of them; they fear not to /peak evil of 

thofe who poflefs the higheft dignities: Where- 1x Whereas angels 
as the angels, even thofe who are greater in Waites ie <oeeey ate 


‘ power. and, might; 
Strength and power than the reft of thofe glori- fe gai bring 
2 ous 


Who account it a pleafure to riot in the day: 


bring not railing ac- 
cufation againf them 
before the Lord. 


Z 


12 But thefe as na- 
tural brute beatts, 
made to be taken and 
deftroyed, fpeak evil 
of the things that they 
underftand not, and 
fhall utterly perifh in 
their own corruption ; 


13 And (hall re- 
ceive the reward of 
unrighteoufnels, as 
they that count it 


pleafure to riot inthe’ 


day-time. Spots they 
are, and blemifhes, 
{porting themfelves 
with their own de- 
ceivings, while they 

feaft with you; 
14 Having eyes full 
of adultery, and that 
can- 


4 Irrational animals. | 


a5? 


ous beings, bear not a reviling teftimony againff Seer. 


them before the Lord; but abhorring all feurrility 


4. 
ed 


and violence of language, they with all calmnels , Perey 
and decency declare matters as they are, as reve- Il. 11. 


ring the prefence of God, how much foever they 
may abhor the characters of ungodly men, (Jude, 
9.) But thefe men behave as if they were ir- 
rational animals *, made by nature to be taken, 
and defiroyed, and confumed : the fierceft favaze 
beafts, whom men for their own fecurity and 
prefervation, hunt down and deftroy, can hard- 
ly be more violent, and outrageous than they ; 
bla/pheming things which they do not underfiand 
and the confequence will be, that they /ball be 
utterly defiroyed in their corruption» ; and ma- 
ny of them by their own intemperance, rafh- 
nefs, and folly, will haften upon themfelves that 
irretrievable ruin 3 Receiving indeed the jult 
reward of their unrighteoufne/s, and irregulari- 
ties; while they account it a pleasure to riot in 
the day: they are fpots and reproaches to the fo- 


ciety to which they belong, Aiving luxurioufly 


in other places by means of thole deceits ©, which 
they conceal under the maik of Chriftianity, 
banqueting with you at the holy table¢4. = Many 
of them are as lewd as they are gluttonous, ha- 
ving eyes full of adultery °, and that cannot ceafe 


fron 
Ns O5AT oS. 
Dr Whitby tempted to with the eftablifhing of the 


would render this, But thefe are as natural 
brute beajis ; referring it to their promi/- 
cious exercife of tuft, And indeed it is e- 
vident, it muft be explained as a general 
aflertion, relating to fome violence of 
temper; as no fin of the fougue, which is 
immediately afterwards fpoken of, could 
be the refemblance of a brute. I may re- 
fer to their running headlong into extreme 
danger, which this licentious manner of 
Speech, efpecially when attacking the cha- 
racters of governors, might very naturally 
expofe them to. 

d Deftroyed in their corruption.) The 
original phrafe is‘ev rm pbopa aulav xalag- 
epnzovlar, and fome would render it, are 
dejirayed by deftruction, that is, certainly, 
or utterly deftroyed. Compare Cradock’s 
Apoftolical Hiftory, p.117. ‘They boalted 
of being beyond the power of corruption 
and punifpment, butare loft in both toge- 
ther. 

© Living luxurioufly, &c.} This is fo 
good and proper a fenfe, that one is not 


reading of ayamars for awalais, which 
fome have propofed, and fo explain it of 
the riot of thofe pretended Jove-feajis, 
into which indeed it is not poffible that 
luxury might foon come, when perfons of 
fuch a charaéter were concerned in then ; 
and probably, that was the occafion of 
laying them afide, 

d Banqueting with you.] It is not to be 
thought that /uxwry could be introduced 
into thofe fea/ts, which they celebrated 
with the church, without dete@ing their 
own charaéters; and therefore I think ic 
mott reafonable to confider their Juxuy as 
pratifed elfewhere, and to refer this Lax- 
queting of which the apoffle fpeaks, to 


their attending the facred hanguet of the’ 


Lord's fupper, as a cover for their lice 
oufnefs. 3 . 
€ Having eyes full of adultery: Opad- 
Apus—peses morxyarnd@. J) ‘There isa 
prodigious ftrength in this expreffion; it 
properly fignifies, their having an adulire/s 

continually before their eyes. 
£ Ba 


= 
tao 


238 Having their heart exercifed with covetous practices : 


Sect. from fin, even when the powers of animal na- 


Ans 


ture are exhaufted; but by their words and: gef- 


2 Peter tures they a aie to fan the flame; enfna- 
Ih 14. ring unflable fouls by their artful addrefles, and 


oe) 


16 


a7 


18 


having their heart continually exercifed in ava- 
ricious {chemes : on all which accounts they are 
the children of a curfe, and they fhall find that 
in the end it will indeed fall heavy upon them. 
For, deferting the frraight and upright way 
of truth and integrity, they have wandered in 
dangerous and deftructive paths; following in 
the way of that infamous perfon Balaam, [the 
fon) of Bofor’, who fo loved the wages of un- 
ssi ieee that he was willing to facrifice e- 
very other intereft to obtain them. But he 
received, in a very extraordinary manner, the 
reproof of his tranfgreffion; for the dumb beaft on 
which he rode, /peaking with the vaice of a man, 
refirained the madnefs of the prophet, when he 
would have prefled on to his own deftruGion. 
Thefe, notwithflanding all their boafted pre- 
tenfions, are fountains without water, they are 
clouds agitated by a whirlwind, eafily yielding to 
every wind of perfecution or temptation, and 
themfelves big with ftorms and tempefts: but 
after all their turbulence and mifchief, they 
will be found in the number of thofe to whom 
7s referved blacknefs of darknefs for ever, even 
the judgment of eternal darknefs and defpair. 
‘They fometimes indeed affect fublime ftrains of 
language, which are often void of any real mean- 
ne and fpeaking fwelting [werds] of vanity §, 
they enfnare in the lujts of the flefo, which they 
praciife and promcte in all variety of la/civiou/- 
nefs, thofe who were, fo far as we can judge by 
their external behaviour, quite efcaped” from 


them 
NeEXOt PLeEa Ss 


cannot ceafe from fin 
beguiling — unftable 
fouls. An heart they 
have exercifed with 
covetous 
curfed children; 


zs Which have 
forfaken the right 
way, and are gone 
aftray, following the 
way of Balaam the 
Jon of Bofor, who 
loved the wages of 
unrighteoufnels 5 

16 But was rebuked 
for his iniquity : the 
dumb afs fpeaking 
with man’s voice, 
forbad the-madaefs 
“of the prophet. 


17 Thefe are wells 
without water, 
clouds that are car- 
ried with a tempeft, 
to whom the mift of 
darknefs is referved 
for ever. 


18 For when they 
fpeak great fwelling 
sided of vanity, they 
allure through the 
lufts of the flefh, 
through much wan- 
tonnefs, thofe that 
were clean efcaped 

from 


practices 5 


£ Balaam [the fon] of Bofor.} There is 
one manufcript which reads Beor, and this 
reading is confirmed by the Syriac verfion. 
Mr Ainfworth and Dr Lightfoot fuppofe, 
that the apoff/e in writing Bofor for Beor, 
fed the Chaldee dialed, as he writ in the 
ighbourhood of Babylon. See din- 
ct on Num. xxii. §. and Dr Lightfoot Ss 
Addenda to his Hore Hebraice on 1 Cor. 
XiV. Cap. 4. 
& Swelling words of vanity. | 
ferved, 


Tt is ob= 


that here, and in many other 


places, thefe heretical teachers are repre- 
fented as feducing their followers, not by 


the power of miracles, but by the arts of 


addrefs. 

h Quite cfcaped, &e.} The words, ov=. 
las aopuyovlas, which is the received 
reading, certainly fignify, thofe who were 
throughly ox entirely ‘elcaped. But the 4- 


lexandrian reading, OMYaS, which fome . 


other copies in fome degree imitate, where 
they do not entirely follow, leaves ‘a 
{trong fufpicion on my mind, that the 


apoflie 


SS OE ee aS 


Deliding others with vain promifes of liberty 


from them who live them that have their conve 


in error: 


ed to have fet their faces in good earneft towards 
the kingdom of heaven; by which means: they 
become partakers in the guilt of that aggravated 
condemnation and ruin which thefe deluded 
and unhappy perfons bring upon themfelves: 
19 Whiletheypro- For promifing them liberty, they are fo far from 


mife them liberty, 
they themfelves are 
the fervants of cor- 


performing their engagements, that they -are 
themfelves the defpicable flaves of corruption, 


ruption: forofwhom and have not power and {pirit enough to extri- 


a man is overcome, 
of the fame is he 
brought in bondage. 


cate themfelves out of that infamous bondage ; 
for by whomfoever any one is defeated and con- 
quered, by him he is of courfe alfo enflaved ; and 


it is too to evident to admit of difpute, that 


thefe wretched 
by fin. 

20 For if after they 
have efcaped the pol- 
lutions of the world 
through the know- 


men are continually conquered 


And they ought certainly to be reckoned a- 
mong the moft miferable of mankind; for if, 
having efcaped the pollutions of the world, by the 


ledge of the Lord knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift, 


and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, they areagain 
entangled 


therein, Caught as it were in their nets, 


they are entangled and fubdued by them again, 


and fo lying at 


and overcome, the their mercy to be wounded and deftroyed by 


latter end is worfe 
with them than the 
beginning. 

21 For it had been 
better for them not 
to have known the 


than the firft : 


them, their laft flate is certainly much wor/e 


For it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteoufne/s at all, than ha- 


way of rightcoufnefs, ving known [it,] and profeiled a defire and refo- 
than, after they have Jution of walking in it, to bave turned afide 


Known if, to turn 
from the holy com- 
mandment delivered 
unto them. 


from the holy commandment ® delivered to them ; 
for by this means their guilt is fo much the more 
aggravated ; their conduct is the more pernici- 


ous to others, and confequently to themfelves. 
22 But it is hap- Byt indeed when the matter comes thoroughly 


pened 


NOV ae 


apojtle might intend. thofe who had a/nia/t 
efcaped. | have therefore taken a medium, 
and retaining the’ufual reading in the ver- 
fion, have paraphrafed the words in what 
f apprehend the mott natural fente, with 
fome regard to the other copies. 

i Prom the holy commandment.] The 
learned Dr Sherlock, the late bifhop of Lon- 
don, interprets this of fome direttions 
drawn up by the apo/fles, relating to the 

Vou. Vi. i I 


to be confidered, it will appear, that under all 
the external appearances of rcformation, there 


was 
Ss. 
conduét which Chriftians fhould maintain 
with regard to thefe feducing teachers thy 
are here cautioned agatnit. See his D.j- 
courfes on Prophefy, Diff. 1. p. 124. Itis, 
however, certain, that it is capable of a 
larger interpretation, as many holy com- 
mandments yemain upon record in the 
New Teftament, which might guard them 
againft the evils referred to in the prece- 
ding difcourte. 
i 


rfation in error, and Si 
they draw back into apoftafy fome, who appear- 


4 


59 


ic Te 


Lew 
2ukecter 


II. 18: 


a 


2 


e) 


I 


t2 


260 Reflections on fuch as difgrace their profeffion. 


Sect. was ftill an evil nature and principle remain- pened unto them ae“ 


A. 


cording to the tru© 


ing, which at length prevailed; fothat it 7s hap-: \ verb, The dog if 


Peter pened to them according to the true proverb, The turned to his own 
I. 232. dog [is] returned to gorge up his own vomit a- Yome agat and, 


. The fow that was 
gain, and the fow that was waj/bed from the fil- wale Wek. 


thinefs fhe had before contracted, having ftill lowing in the mire. 
the fame unclean nature prevailing, is returned 

to wallow in the mire,.and fo makes herfelf as 

filthy as fhe had ever been before. (Compare 

Prov. xxvi. 15.) 


PEM EP OG 0 OV EEE ON, T- 


Megane ig is indeed-matter of grievous /amentation, that fuch wretches 


as thofe who are here defcribed, fhould be any-where found in 
the Chriftian church. Let us be the lefs furprifed, if any fuch 
fpots and blemifbes are difcovered among us, on whom the ends of 
the world are come; but let the licentious charaCter, here drawn, 
be noted with a juft abhorrence, that if any {uch perfons are found, 
they may with becoming indignation be put away. Many there 
x2 are who feem to be as irrational and ravenous as brufe beafis, and 
are far more pernicious to fociety, than the race of favage or poi- 
24 fonous animals. They are indeed children of a curfe, and they 
will inherit the curfe, who thus contrive to make their lives one 
fcene of iniquity, whofe eyes, and lips, declare more wickednefs 
in their Hearts. than they have power to execute. But it fhould 
be remembered, they are accountable to God, not only for all 
they do, but for all they defire and wi/b to do; and they are in- 
76 ceflantly aggravating that terrible account. Thefe difciples of Ba- 
*” Jaam will furely receive his reward; thofe dark clouds will quick- 
ly, if they continue thus to ob/cure with their crimes the horizon 
in which they ought to fhine as fars, be doomed to blackne/s of 
darknefs for ever. May perfons of fuch a chara€ter, how fpe~ 
cious foever the form which they wear, be univerfally detected 
28 and difgraced; may none of their /welling words of vanity entice 
and enfnare thofe, who appear juft efeaping from the delufions of 
error and the fetters of vice; and may none permit themfelves to 
be feduced by promifes of liberty, from fuch mean and miferable 

19 flaves of corruption. 
Finally, let us learn, by the awful conclufion of this chapter, 
to guard againft all temptations to apofa/y ; may we never, after 
2° having long e/caped the pollutions of the world, be intangled a- 
1 gain, and overcome by them. Better, far better, would it have 
been for us, not to have known the way of righteoufne/s, than, ha- 
ving known it, to turn away from the holy commandment: our 
laft end, in this cafe, would be worfe than the beginning : and. 
thofe expreflive /imiles, taken from fuch loathfome and deteftable 


ani- 


eat 


St Peter writes with the fame view he did before: 264 


animals, would not be fufficient to paint out the degree, in which $ ecr. 
we fhould ourfelves be loathfome and odious, in the fight of that _ * 

God, who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and cannot look 
upon evil, (Habak. i. 13) May we therefore, with the righteous, 
hold onour way ; and taking care to preferve the cleanne/s of our hands 
and hearts, may we daily wax féronger and fironger, (Job xvii. 


Ver. 22 


9.) and fhine with an increafing lultre ; for the path 
Should be as the fhining light, 


of the jufd 


that fbineth more and more unto the 


perfect day. (Prov. iv. 18.) 


Oa, Oana! Ue V. 


That they might be effectually guarded againft the artifices of thofe 
who fcof at religion, or lie in wait to deceive, the apofile direéts 
them to adhere clofely and fteadily to the holy feriptures ; and re- 
prefents to them the abjolute certainty, and awful manner, of the 
deftruttion of this world; concluding with feveral weighty and 


pertinent exhortations. 


2 PETER Il. 1. 
TH 1s fecond epif- 
tle, beloved, 1 
now write unto you; 
in both which 1 ftir 
- up your pure minds 
by way of remem- 
brance ; 


a That ye may be 
mindful of the words 
“which were {poken 
before by the holy 
prophets, and of the 
commandment of us 
the apoftles of the 
Lord and Saviour + 


Debeet. Le throughout. 


2 Perer III. 1. 
‘HIS fecond epifile* I now write to you my. 
dearly be/oved brethren, with the fame pur- 
pofe with which I wrote the former; in [both] 
which, I ftir up your fincere and upright minds, 
for fuch I hope they indeed are, in the remem- 
brance of thofe glorious principles of our holy 
religion, which may be of the greateft import- 
ance to your fpiritual improvement. For it 
is my ardent defire, that in order to your ad- 
vancement in true religion, you may be mindful 
of the words which were fpoken long before our 
own time, by the holy prophets who lived in re- 
mote ages; and alfo of the commandment of us 
the apofiles of the Lord and Saviour», who hath 
con- 

Ne On rs Bers: 


a This fecond epiftle.] Archbithop 
Tillotfon feems to think, this Jaf? chapter 
to be a diftin& epi/tle by itfelf. See his 
Works, vol. WU. p. 718. Grotius imagines, 
chat it was written after the deftrudtion of 
Jerifalem, and exprefles the triumph of 
profane men, when they faw that Chrift 
did not come to judgment, as it. was ex- 
peéted he would then do. He infers from 
hence, that this epi/tle was written not 
by Simon Peter the apoftle, but fome other 
Simon. But I confefs, I fee no reafon at 
all for any fuch conclufion ; nor do I per- 


UE) 


ceive thefe {coffers were then aftually come, 
but only prediéted, 

b The commandment of us the apoftles of 
the Lord and Saviour.] Some tranilate this 
claufe, The commandment of us the apofiles 
of our Lord and Saviour ; and would from 
hence infer, that Simen,, who wrote thi 
epiftle, was not an apojtle himfelf; but 
the verfion I have given, is mo{t agreeable 
to the order of the original words. ‘The 
learned author, whom I mentioned above 
(fet. IV. uote 8) obferves, that the apo- 
‘olic conftitutions afixm,there was a sa 

ci 
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262 To guard them againft the feoffers at God's judgments. 


Sst. condefcended by our inftrumentality, to fend 
U2, you meflages upon which your‘falvation evident- 
2 Peter ly depends; a method which Divine wifdom 
Hl.2- and love hath pitched upon, to accomplifh that 
3 important and defirable end: Knowing this 
Jfirft, as what is moft neceflary to be remembered 

and confidered, that in the laft days, which are 

“now approaching apace, there fhall come profane 
mockers ©, walking in a mott fcandalous and h- 

, ¢entious manner, according to the impulfe of 

4 their own ungoverned /ufts and appetites: 4nd 
they fhall deride the hope of the faithful follow- 

ers of Chrift, /aying, ** Where is the boafted pro- 

“< mife and declaration of his coming, in which 

“* thefe filly deluded creatures repoled fo great 

“a confidence? For fince the fathers of former 
“ages are fallen afleep 4, all things remain jul 
“inthe fame ftate and fituation as [they were] 

“* from the beginning of the creation; the times 
“and feafons revolve as they did before, and 
“¢there is no fuch marvellous interpofition of 

e® this Jefus, as to turn the fun into darknefs, 
“Cand the moon into blood, to caufe the ftars 

“to fall from heaven, to bring down ven- 

“‘ seance and deftruction on all his enemies, 

*¢ and to confer an ample reward on his fer- 

5 *-vants.” But this they willingly are ignorant 

of, and they continue ignorant of it through 
affectation, plain and obvious as it is from the 

word of God, that all nature is in his hand, and 

at his difpofal, and that he can in whatfoever 

time and manner he pleafes, change and over- 
throw its univerfal fyftem ; they know and confi- 

der not, that by the almighty and ever-efficacious 

word of God, the heavens, with all their hoft, 

were produced of old, and the earth fubfifting 

from the water, with which the mafs of it was 


at 
NO. Pe Beg: 


2 Knowing this 
firft, that there fhalt 
come in the laft days 
{coffers, walking af- 
ter their own Tufts, 


4 And faying, 
Where is the promife’ 
of his coming? for 
fince the fathers feli 
afleep, alk things 
continue as they were 
from the beginning 
of the creation. 


5 For this they 
willingly are ignorant 
of, that by the word _ 
of God the heavens 
were of old, and the 
earth ftanding out of 

the 


cil of the apoftles catled on oceafion of 
thefe teachers, whom St Peter guards a- 
gaintt, and that all in common delivered 
this advice, which he has admonifhed the 
Chriftian converts to regard. 

© Mockers.| Archbilhop Tillotfon ex- 
plains this of the carpocrations, a large 
feét of the Gnofticks, who denied the re- 


furreétion of the dead, and the future | 


judgment, and appeared quickly after the 


writing rhis epiftle. 
vol. IY. p. 711. 

d Since the fathers are fallen afleep.] 
Mr Grove would render it, for except that 
the fathers are fallen afleep ; that is, That 
the inhabitants of the world are continu- 
ally changing, and new generations rifine 
inftead of the old, all other things conti- 
nue as they were. See Grove’s Addit. 
Pojthum. Serm. val. 1. p. 200, 


€ Wheres 


Ste. Tillotfon’s Works, 


The heavens and the éarth are referved unto fire. 
the water, and in the at firft covered; till by the Divine command, it S*e7- 


watcr, 


6 Whereby the 
world that then was, 
being overflowed 
with water, perifhed. 


» But the heavens 
and the earth which 
are now, by the fame 
wordare keptin ftore, 
referved unto fire a- 
gainft the day of 
judgment, and per- 
dition of ungodly 
men. 


8 But, beloved, 


- be not ignorant of 


this one thing, That 
, one day is with the 
Lord as a thoufand 
years, and a thoufand 
years as one day, 


emerged froin it, and the liquid element flow- 


‘ed to its appointed channel; and God ordained 


that the earth fhould be fourihed and {upported 
by water, which is the life of the vegetable crea- 
tion. Yet that very element from which it 
had its original and fupport, became at length, 
by Divine ; appointment, the means of its de- 
ftruction ; whereby ©, that is, in confequence of 
which conftitution of things, under a different 
direGtion and agency of God, the world that 
then was, being deluged with an irrefiftible in- 
undation of water, peri/bed, and every thing up- 
on the face of it was deftroyed; none of the hu- 
man race, or other terreftrial animals furviving, 
but thofe who, by God’s fpecial Providence, 
were preferved in the ark. It appears from 
hence credible in reafon, as well as certain from 
Divine revelation, that the earth may be diffol- 
ved, and its inhabitants removed. But we know 
that God has determined to effect this great re- 
volution, by a method far different from that of 
the former; for the heavens and the earth, which 
now [exift,] are treafured up, as it were, by the 
fame word, and guarded from all danger of a 
fecond deluge of water, being kept tobe diffol- 
ved by a deluge of fire, on the day which God 
has appointed for the difplay of his righteoufnefs 
at the univerfal judgment, and for the deftruc- 
tion of ungodly men, who, alas! fo generally a- 
bound, and towards whom his patience has been 
fo long exercifed. This is indeed in the 
courfe of Divine Providence long delayed; but 
let not this one thing be hid from you, my dearly 
beloved, that one day [is] with the Lord as a 
Pidicfanid years £, and a thoufand years as one day: 
all the divinons of our time are fo abfolutely dif- 
proportionable to his eternity, that the differ- 
ence between one and another of them, feems to 
be loft in his prefence; and a vengeance certain- 
] 
NEKOW “Tey BS; : 


© Whereby.] Very pofibly 3: wy refers expreffion among the Jews, to fignify, 
“to ovgavot, the heavens, mentioned above, that no finite duration bears any pro- 
and may relate to the windows of heaven portion to the eternity of God. Plutarch 
being opened, . and pouring forth upon has a paflage exaétly parallel to it,in his 
the earth a deftruétive deluge of water. difcourfe on the flawne/s of the Divine ven- 
f One day as a thoufand years.) This geance. 


was, as many have oblerved, a proverbial 
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12 


ly to be infli€ted after a thoufand years, 1s near- 
er in his eftimation, than that which is to be 
executed to-morrow is in ours. And indeed 
as to the delay of this awful feafon, the Lord is 
not flow concerning the accomplifhment of fis 
promife to his people, who look for this com-~ 
plete deliverance, as fome under the infirmities 
of their impatience, may be ready to count [it] 
flowness : but good reafons are to be afhigned for 
it, moft confiftent with the perfections of the 
Divine nature; efpecially this, That he is dong- 
Juffering towards us, and endures in great com- 
paflion, as not willing that any fhould perifb, but 
that all fhould come over to repentance, and 
thereby to falvation; to which, by the exercife 
of this patience, he feems tenderly and gracioufly 
to invite the worft and moft unworthy of man- 
But at length the day of patience will 
have its period, and this day of retribution will 
come fuddenly and irrefiftibly; yes, firs, the day 
of the Lord ® will come as a thief in the night, 
(Mat. xxiv. 43.) will break in upon men, when 
they leaft expect it, with a terrible alarm; even 
that day, in which the heavens fball oan. away 
with a great noife, and the elements, of which 
this goodly frame of nature is compofed, being 
fet on fire, foall be diffolued, and the earth and 
all its works fball be burnt up, fo that none of 
the ornaments of nature, or of art, fhall any 
longer continue; but the whole fhall be one un- 
diftinguifhed heap of {moaking defolation. O 
therefore, be perfuaded to lay this to heart, and 
ferioufly and daily reflect with yourfelves, /ince 
all thefe things which are now {fo ready to engrofs 
your thoughts and your affection /ball be diffol- 
ved, what manner of perfons ought ye to be in 
theexercife of holy conver/ation and piety. Wey 
Chriftians, ay who have the exprefs revelation 


of 
N)-0° TF .. E: 

® The day of the Lord.] It has always 
appeared furprifing to me, that Dr Ham- 
mond. fhould refer this context to the co- 
ming of Chrift to the deftrudtion of Je- 
rufalem. Mr Ray has moft folidly con- 
futed him at large, in his three Difcourfes, 
p- 244; 245. urging the oppofition between 
the deluge, and the day here {poken of in 
the preceding verjes, and that a long de- 
lay was intimated in the word thoufand 


portant feene. 


years after the writing of this epi/tle. 
“day of judgment of ungodly men, mentioned 
ver. 7. does alfo, I think, afford a fuffi- 
cient anfwer to this bypotbes 

the mention of a new 

what was immediately to fueceed this im- 


9 The Lord is not 
flack concerning his 
promife, (as fome 
men count flack nefs; ) 
but is long - fuffering 
to us-ward, not will- 
ing that anyone fhould 
perifh, but that all 
fhould come to ree 
pentance, 


to But the day of 
the Lord will comeas 
athiefinthenight: in 
the which the heavens 
fhall pafs away with 
a great noife, and the 
elements fhall melt 
with fervent heat 5 
the carth alfo, and 
the works that are 
therein, hall be 
burnt up. 


ir Seeing then that 
all thefe things shall 
be diflolved, what 
manner of ‘perfons 
ought ye to be in all 


‘holy converfation and 


godlinefs, 


12 Looking for 
and 


ey whereas the deftruction of Jerufa- 
em happened, at furthe/, about twenty 


The 


as well as 
caven.and earth, as 


h Hajften- 


we fhould then be diligent tobe found of him in peace: 265 
thefe things, how fhould we be affeQted with Sec?- 


and hafting unto the 
coming of the day of 
Ged, wherein the 
heavens being on fire 
fhall be diffolved, and 
the elements {hall 
melt with fervent 
heat ? 

13 Neyerthelefs, 
we, according to his 
promife, look for new 
heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwell- 
eth righteoufneds. 


14 Wherefore, be- 
loved, feeing that ye 
look for fuch things, 
be diligent that ye 
may be found of him 
in peace, without 
{pot, and blameilefs; 


rs And account 
thatthe long-fuffering 
of our Lord is falva- 
tion; even as our be- 
loved brother Paul 
alfo, according to the 
wifdom given unto 
him, hath written 
nato you; 


W Haftening on, &c.] This is the em- 


phafis of the oripinal 


ing to the verfion-of Erafmus Schmidius, 
fupported by feveral pertinent quotations 
from the cloffics, by Raphelius, (Annct. 
ex. Polyb. and ex. Herod. in loc.) and by 
Mr Blackwall, ( Sacr. Claff. vol. MW. p. 180.) 


them, looking for, and. as it were, haftening on 


5+ 


with our ardent withes ®, the coming of the day 2 Peter 
of God, though it be attended with fo much ter- Hil. 12 


ror, though it be the day in which the heavens 
being on fire, as I faid, ball be diffolved, and the 
elements fball melt with fervent heat ? Yet 
ftill, through the Divine grace, it is a day that 
we have reafon, not only to with, but even to 
long for, as we, according to the tenor of dis un- 
failing promi/e, look for a glorious and tran{port- 
ing change, which will then commence, for 
new heavens, and a new earth, new and ever- 
lafting abodes, which Divine mercy will then 
open to our raptured view, into which it will 
condut us, and in which rightcou/ne/s, perfect 
holinefs, and felicity, dwelleth.  Therefores my 
beloved, bearing thefe great truths in your minds, 
give up your whole fouls to their influence, and 
expecting thefe things, thefe moft awful and im- 
portant icenes, endeavour with the utmoft dili- 
gence, that ye may be found by him, by your great 
Lord, who will prefide over even this diflolving 
world in peace, and may be prefented /potiless 
and blamele/s before him. And while this tri- 
‘uraphant feafon is delayed, account the long-fuf- 
fering of our Lord Jefus Chrift to proceed, as it 
really does, not from the leaft defect of power, 
or forgetfulnefs of his promife, but from his 
gracious defire to promote the /alvation of his 
people, and to afford to all who are willing to 
embrace it, an opportunity of fecuring this f- 
nal and everlaiting deliverance; as alfo our be- 
loved brother Paul i, whom I am far from ho- 
nouring the lefs on account of his being fent to 
the Gentiles, according to the wifdom given to 
him by the infpiration of the Holy Spirit, sas 
written. "The paffage to which I refer, is ima 
letter immediately dire€ted to the Romans, but 
1f 
Nig es Betis 

i Our brother Pau].] Yt is very evident 
from hence, not only that St Peter main- 
tained a reverent regard for Paul, and 
fooked upon him asa drother, but alfa, 
that he had feen hit epi/tics before the 

wrote this. 


expreflion, accord- 


Ly. 
< 714s 


13 


14 


LS 
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16 As alfo in all [his] other epiftles; f/peaking in 
them of fuch perfons as I have now defcribed; 
for undoubtedly the words are peculiarly appli- 
In which writings of his, and 
particularly in that from whence thefe words are 
taken, there are fome things hard to be under- 
food ', which the unteachable and unftable torture 
- and wreft, as they alfo do other fcriptures, whe- 
_ ther belonging to the Old Teftament or the 


17 


Not wrefting the fcripturesto our deftruction. 
st ecT. it-may be confidered as defigned for you *, and 
for the general ufe of all Chriftians: I mean that 
2 Peter in which he exprefsly teftifies, that the goodnels 
lll. 15. of God leadeth to repentance: (hom. ii. 4.) 


cable to them. 


' 

16 As alfo in ali 
his epiftles, {peaking 
in. them of  thefe 
things ; in which are 
fome things hard to 
beunderftood, which 
they that are afleaea* 
ed and unftable wreft, 
as they do alfo the o- 
ther feriptures, unto~ 
their own deftruction. 


New, to their own deftruétion'; putting fuch per- 
verfe interpretations upon them, with fome fhew 
or colour of reafon, as. no candid man would 
on the whole have thought of, or will admit. 


You therefore, dearly beloved, knowing [thefe 
things | before, knowing efpecially in how awful 
~a manner the fcene will clofe, and what dread- 
ful vengeance will be executed on all wicked 


14 Ye therefore; 


beloved, feeing ye 
know theft things be= 
fore, 


men, and efpecially on 1 thofe that pollute the 


church 


NGO cl Ee Ds 


k Has written to you.) Lord Barring- 
ton is of opinion, that this refers to fome 
epijtle not! now extant, which St Paul 
wrote to the profelytes of the gate; imagi- 
ning the conyerting and edifying them to 
have been a mixed province, partly mana- 
ged by the apojtles of the circumcifion, and 
partly by thofe of the perub eat Miy- 
cell. Sacra. Hf. Vl. p. x10. But as I 
think the whole foundation of this diftine- 
tion groundle/s, 1 look upon this paflage 
as a very inf{trudctive admonition to all 
Chriftians, to confider St Paul, and the 
other apoffles, as writing to them in their 
epiftles, fo far as a finilarity of circum- 
{tances would admit. In which view it 
is of infinite importance that we fhould 
confider them as written fo us, in like 
manner as St Peter tells us, even the an- 
cient prophets confidered the great fubje&ts 
of which thefe epi/fles treat as relating to 
diem: $a; Pet. \igira: 
1 Some things hard to be underftood. } 
Some by ev ore underftand not the epi/fles 
of Paul, but the things fpoken of. But 
as thefe are plainly mentioned as fpoken 

of in the /criptures, this interpretation 
will {till leave us under a neceflity of vin- 
dicating the per/picuity of fome part of 
fcripture. Not to mention that there are 
feveral manujcripis of confiderable autho~ 


rity which read «vy ais, which exprefily 
refers to St Paw?’s epifiles.—It is remark- 
able, that Barclay explains this of the 
ninth chapter of the Romans, in which 
there are fome things which feem to be 
contrary to God's long-/uffering to all, and © 
which are very liable to be pernicioufly 
wrefted. See Barcl. Apol. p. ss. It is 
by many writers juftly remarked, that 
the difficulty is fuid to affect, chiefly aua- 
Berg and asnpixtor, unteachable and unfteady 
men, whole prejudices indifpofe them 
for admitting the truth, or whofe levity 
prevents their due folicitude to retain it; 
but not perfons of humble teachable minds, 
refolute in purfuing and maintaining the 
truth, And the remedy prefcribed, is 
not /aying afide the {criptures on account 
of their obfcurity, as fome would perfuade 
us to do; but a concern to grow im grace; 
&e. (ver. 18.) The expreffion speCructy 
wrefl, or torture, as on the rack, plainly 
implies; that violence is done, by thefe 
bad men, to fome patflages of feripture, 
to make them fpeak an unnatural fenfe, 
which may anfwer their own purpofes, 
And truly he mutt know little of the hi- 
{tory of theological controverfics, whe 
hath not obferved many deplowaiite in- 
{tances of this. 


Reflections on the chara&er and danger of fcoffers: 264 


fore poke ie rps church of Chrift, into which they have pro- S®¢?: 

with the error of the fefled to enter; guard [yourfelves,] that ye may >, 

wicked, fall from not, being entangled with the error of the ungodly,.x Petet 

renee ee Redfatt- fall from your own ftedfafine/s, which by God’s 1-17. 

18 But grow in afliftance you have hitherto retained. But 18 

grace, and in the grow in grace, more and more; advancing from 

ees Or vinn, One ftage of practical religion to another, and 

Jefus Chrift. To him icreafing daily in the knowledge of our Divine 

be glory both now Lord and almighty and all-gracious Saviour, Fe- 

and for ever. Amen. fiys Chrift : to him [be] glory throughout all the 
churches, and all the creation of God, both now 


and for evers Amen. 
LM BRO Vy, By Me Bip ME 
W HO is there, that can bé fo fluggifh and lethargic, as fiot Ver. § 
to be in fome meafure awakened and alarmed by the awful 
views here given, of the di/ffolution, as well as the creation of the 
world, by the word of God! Who mutt not even tremble, when he 
turns his eye back to the dreadful ruin brought on it by the uni- 
verfal deluge ; when that element, which had been, and is, the 6 
means and inftrument of /ife to the whole animal creation, at 
the Divine fignal, became the means and inftrument of death! 
Who can be unaffected, when he ferioufly reflects on the heavens 
pafing away with a great noife? on the elements melting with 
fervent heat ? on the burning up the earth, and all things there- 
in? Let /cofers who walk after their own lujis, madly deride the 
promife of his coming ; let them deliver over their taunts and in- 3 
fults to each other, through the fucceffion of a thoufand years : 
were his comiing at the diftance of ten thoufand generations, or a 
yet remoter diftance, they who have any juft impreflion on their 
minds, of the eternity of God; or the immortality of the human 8 
foul, would difcern the important day of final retribution, as im- 
mediate and preferit to their view. While they /cof and deride 
the tremendous reality, let us hear the declaration of its ap- 
proach with the profoundeft attention ; and let our fouls enter 
deeply into the alarming and important reflection. If irideed we 
look for fuch great things as thele, what manner of perfons ought 
we to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs ; that we may be 
found of him in peace, without fpot or blemi/b? And if we defire 
this bleffednefs, (as who can fail earneftly to defire it; who hath 
a firm and fteady perfuafion of its reality?) ean we poflibly live 
in tolerable compo/ure, if we have little or no reafon to conclude 
we fhall obtain an intereft and fhare'in it? Let us be all con- 
‘ cerned that we may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour ; by thesknowledge of whom every grace will 
be greatly revived and ftrengthened. On thefe lively and im- 
Vout. VI. I Kk port- 


- 
3. 


I. 


io 


4 


- 
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268 And on the patience and long-fuffering of God. 
Sect. portant fubjects of meditation let our thoughts frequently dwell ; 
5: and let us endeavour, that the fentiments which refult from 
them, may be wrought into our hearts, and controul our lives. 
And as for thofe hard fayings, which occur, either in St Peter 
Ver. or St Paul, or any other facred and infpired writer, let us nei- 
*5,16 ther wre/f and torture them to our own mifchief and deftru€tion, 
nor be fo curioufly and feduloufly dividing into their meaning, 
as to negleét thefe, and the like plain and ferious admonitions, 
this fincere milk of the word, that we may grow thereby. May all 
the powers of our fouls be exerted in fecuring their deliverance 
from wrath to come, that fo the patience of God, and his long- 
fuffering toward us, may indeed prove falvation. And if that be 
indeed the cafe, the light of heaven will mightily illuftrate thofe 
myfteries both of the Divine word and Providence, which our 
weak and defeCtive organs of vifion have not enabled us clearly 
to difcern and unfold, while by the comparatively fainter, tho’ 
in itfelf glorious, light of revelation, we are guided through this 
dark and gloomy valley. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 
PARAPHRASE and NOTES 


On the Firt CATHOLIC EPISTLE 


ot J O H N. 


HE apoftle John, to whom the unanimous fuffrage 
of the ancients hath afcribed this epi/tle, is the fame 

with John the evangeli/?, who is faid to have written his 
gofpel in extreme o/d age; and, as Eufebius informs us, 
with a view to record fome particulars concerning our 
bleffed Lord, which had been omitted by the other evan- 
gelifts, though he explicitely acknowledged the truth of 
their hiftory, as far as it went, and confirmed it by his 
own teftimony. (See Eu/eb. Ecclef. Hif?. lib. ii. cap. xxiv.) 
According to the title of this epiftle in the o/d italic ver- 
fion, and the account which is given us by St Auftin and 
others, it was written to the Chriftian converts in Par- 
thia, which was a part of the upper Afia. But in the 
opinion of the learned Dr Mill, (fee his Profegom. p. 18. 
§ 150. Edit. Ku/fer.) this notion had its fole original from 
a tradition, that the apoftle John had preached the gofpel 
in that country; whereas if we may credit the report 
mentioned by Eufebius, it was St Thomas who exerciled 
his apoftolical office among the Parthians. Others have 
conjectured from fome paffages in this epiftle, in bia 
the 


292 A General Introduétion 


the perfons, whom St John addreffes, are reprefented, 
_ as having known Chrift from the beginning, (fee chap. il. 
13, 14. and other places,) that he writes only to the Jew- 
ith Chriftians, who inhabited Judea and Galilee. But I 
very much queftion, whether thefe expreflions will fup- 
port the {trefs which hath been laid upon them ; and ac- 
cordingly, in my paraphra/e, | have affigned them a more 
general interpretation. 

And as we find nothing but conjecture and uncertainty 
concerning the perfons to whom this epiftle was addref- 
fed, fo there is very little precifion to be expected, in our 
inquiries concerning the tzme when it was written. From 
the apoftle’s faying, chap. ii. 18. It is now the laf? time ; 
and chap. iv. 1. that many fale prophets are gone out inte 
the world, compared with Mat. xxiv. 24. where this is 
mentioned as a fign of the approaching diflolution of the 
Jewifh commonwealth ; fome have indeed inferred this 
epiftle was written a very fhort time before the deftruction 
of Jerufalem: whereas feveral others, (and in particular 
Dr Mill,) are of opinion its date fhould be afligned to the 
year 91, or 92.---It was probably written before the apo- 
calypfe, as 1 fhall have occafion to obferve hereafter, in 
fect. iv. note >. 

In the /ti/e of this apoffle there is a remarkable peculia- 
- rity; and efpecially in this epiftle. His fentences, confi- 
dered feparately, are exceeding clear and intelligible ; but 
when we fearch for their connection, we frequently meet 
with greater difficulties than we do even in the epiftles of 
St Paul. The principal fignature and characteriftic of his 
manner is an artlefs and amiable fimplicity, and a fingular 
modefty and candour, in conjunction with a wonderful 
fublimity of fentiment, His conceptions are apparently 
delivered to us in the order in which they arofe to his 
own mind, and are not the product of artificial reafoning, 
or laboured invetligation. 


His leading :defign is, “To. demonttrate the vanity of 
‘¢ faith feparate from morality, to footh and refine the 
« warm and over-zealous tempers of the Chriftians to 
«“ whom he writes, into that amiable charity and love for 
« which he himfelf was fo eminent and illuftrious, and to 
* guard and arm them again{t the {nares and efforts of 


6 anti- 


to the Firft Catholic Epifile of St John. 2473 
*¢ antichrift, the grand apoftate and feducer of the Chri- 
*¢ ftian church; and of all who were endued with hi8 
Sec dpirit,”” , ; . 

In purfuance of which pious and benevolent intention, 
he firft teftifies the Divine purity and holinefs, and the 
grace and mercy which is exhibited in Jefus Chrift, to all 
who lament and confefs their fins with fincere defires of 
reformation and amendment; (chap. i. 1, to the end.) 
And then he urges the propitiation and interceflion of 


' Chrift, as arguments to that obedience, that brotherly 


love, and that victory over the world, which are the ge- 
nuine fruits of Divine love, (chap. ii. 1,---17.) And 
that they might not be perverted from their courfe of fi- 
delity and holy obedience, he fore-warns them of the ma- 
ny antichrifts, who were fpringing up in the world; di- 
recting them to the beft prefervatives againft their fedu- 
cing and enfnaring doétrines, (ver. 18,---28.) With the 
fame mtention of awaking a generous ambition in their 


- breafts, to attain the Divine refemblance, he difeourfes of 


thofe exalted privileges, to which Chriftians, as the chil- 
dren of God, are entitled, and urges the neceflity of ho- 
linefs both in heart and life, to prove that we are in that 
blefled number, (ver. 29,---ili. 10.) In this view, name- 
ly, as the grand characteriftic of the children of God, he 
further enforces brotherly love, (ver. 11, to the end.) 
Cautioning them more particularly againft being deceived 
by feducing fpirits, and directing them in what manner 
they might diftinguifh between the {pirit of truth and the 
fpirit of error; (chap. iv. 1,---12.) Drawing to a con- — 
clufion, with declaring his general defign to. be the con- 


firmation of their faith; reminding them of the ground 


they had to hope, their prayers fhould be heard for them- 
felves and others, who had not finned unpardonably; and 
at the clofe, adding a reflection on the happy difference, 
which their knowing God in Jefus Chrift had made be- 
tween them and an ignorant and ungodly world, ver. 13, 
to the end. 
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The apoftle Fobn opens the pious and charitable defign which be had | 
in writing this epi iftle, and lays the foundation of what he has 
further to fay,.1n bearing his teftimony to the holine/s of God, 
_and to the mercy which he exhibits in Fefus Chrift to all whe 
are truly fenfible of their fins, and confe[s them with fincere 
defires of reformation and amendment. 1 John I. +1, to the 
end, 


1 Joten I.” 1 Joun kL 1 
Har which was MY’ Chriftian brethren, I am now going to Secr. 
epee tes begin L addrefs you on a very important fubjet; °° 
ning, which we have awd 
hesrd,swhich we -€O {peak of that which was from the beginning of : Joha 
- have feen with our the gofpel- -declaration, and indeed from the be- I. x. 
wyesyehich mone ginning of the world, and previous to its exi(t- 
8" ence; of that which we have heard moft credi- 
bly attefted by authentic witnefles, and’ that 
which we have not taken merely on their credit, 
but have /een with our own eyes ; we are going 
to treat of that which we have attentively looked 
Vou. VI. Lie. up- 


276 St. Fohn afferts, that they declared what they 


SECT. ypon*, and viewed fo near and fo Jong, that it 


is impoflible we fhould miftake in it; and which, 


x Jobn in allufion to the condefcenfion of our blefled 
1.1. Redeemer in fubmitting himfelf to be examined 


by our touch and feeling; I may venture to fay, 
that even our hands have handled» of ‘the word 
of eternal life. | And well may it be ftyled the 
word of life; for even Jefus, who himfelf is the 
living Word, and eternal life, was gracioufly 
manifefied in human flefh for the redemption of 
finful men; and we faw [it] in its full evidence, 
and we cheerfully bear our renewed teftimeny, 
and declare unto you that eternal life, which from 
the foundation of the world was with the Father, 
moft intimately converfant with him, and uni- 
ted him ; but in due time, by afluming the hu- 
man nature into an union with the Divine, was 
manifefted to us with all the genuine characters 
of the promifed Mefliah. | And in confequence 
of this, what we have /een and intimately con- 
verfed with, and have not only heard of, but 
have ourfelves heard {peaking to us, we declare 
unto you; that ye alfo may have communion with 
us in that dignity and felicity to which we are, 
by Divine grace, exalted: and truly it is a glo- 
rious privilege, well-worthy your moft ready ac- 
ceptance, and earneft purfuit; for our commu- 
nion [is] with God the Father, and with his on- 
ly-begotten Son Fefus Chrift, as we are happy in 
an intimate and infeparable union with each. 
And thefe things we write to you, that the Divine 
life may be fo improved in your fouls, and your 
meetnefs for the heavenly inheritance may be fo 
apparent, and fo advanced, that your joy may, 
as far as poflible, be fulfilled, and no circum- 
ftance, which this mortal ftate will admit, may 
be wanting to complete it. 

And 

Ni Oo DEE as: 

& That which we have attentively looked 
upon: o caraucda.) Mr Blackwall ob- 
ferves (in his Sacr. Claff. vol. I. p. 152.) 
that it is by no means fynonymous with 
the former claufe, but hath a more em- 
phatical fignification, namely, that of 
beholding attentively, with a kind of de- 
light and admiration. 

6 Our hands have handled.]. This pro- 


bably refers to Thomas’ having Jinfifted 
upon handling Chrift’s body, in proof of 


to all after-ages. 


and gavlacsascs 


Trin. pe 19- 


had feen: ° 


looked upon, and our 
hands have handled 
of the word of life. 


2 (For the life was 
manifefted, and we 
have feen it, and 
bear witnefs, and 
fhew unto you that e- 
ternal life, which was 
with the Father, and 
was manifefted unto 
us 5) * 


3 That which we 
have feen and heard, 
declare we unto you, 
that ye alfo may have. 
fellowfhip with us: 
and truly our fellow- 


fhip is with the Fa- 


ther, and with his 
Son Jefus Chrift. 


4And thefethings 
write we unto yon, 
that your joy. may be 
Tolle 


his refurrettion ; which being permitted, 
was a confirmation of this important faét 
Dr Berriman fuppofes 
thefe words were particularly levelled a- 
gain{t the Memandrians, who denied the 
real exiftence of the flefh of Chriff, and 
afferted that it was only a vifible appear- - 
ance: they were therefore called Soxnlas, 


See his Hi/?. of the 


© God 


For the blood of Chrift cleanfeth us from ail fin. | 293 


And this is the great declaration which we Secs. 


s This then is the 
meflage which we 
have heard of him, 
and declare unto you, 
that Godis light, and 
in him is no dark- 

‘nels at all. 


6 If we fay that 
we have fellowfhip 
with him, and walk 
in darknefS, we lie, 
and do not the truth: 


“ 


y But if we walk 
in the light as he is 
in the light, we have 
fellowfhip one with 
another, and the 

“blood of Jefus Chritt 
his Son cleanfeth us 
from all fin. 


8 If we fay. that we 
have no fin, we de- 
ceive ourfelves, and 
the truth isnotin-us. 


9 If we confefs our 
fins, he is faithful 
and juft to forgive us 


our fins, and to 
cleanfe us from all 
unrightecoufnets. 


¢ 


have heard from him, upon which our faith moft 


cheerfully centers, and which we again declare  Joha 
unto you, that Cod is perfet light °, confum- |. s. 


mate knowledge and holinefs; and in him there 
is no darkne/s at all, not the leaft mixture of ig- 
norance, or of fin. And if we pretend to /ay, 
that we have communion with him, and walk in 
darknefs, that is, go on in the pra€tice of fin, 
which is as contrary to his holy nature as dark- 
nefs is to that of light; whatever profeffions we 
may make of our acquaintance with Chriftiani- 
ty, and of being zealous for its intereft, we Jie, 
and do not the truth, but a€t in dire&t oppofition 
to it. 
in the light of holinets, as he himfelf is ever in 
the light of it, and furrounded with it as his 
brighteft glory, we save then communion with 
him, and with one another in him; and though 
we are indeed confcious to ourfelves of many 
paft offences, for which fo holy a God might 
for ever banifh us from his prefence,.and of ma- 
ny remaining imperfeCtions, which might dif- 
courage our approaches to him, we have this 
grand confolation, that the blood of Fefus Chrift 
his Son, cleanfes us from all our fins, be they 
ever fo numerous, or ever fo heinous. And 
indeed it is a confolation which we abfolutely 
need; for if we fay, that we have no fins it is 
too evident that we grofly deceive ourfelves, and 
the truth is not in us: we mutt be deftitute of 
every good principle, if we are utterly infenfi- 
‘ble of ourown guilt and imperfection. But if 
we confe/s our fins 4 ta God, with a becoming 
lowlinefs and contrition of f{pirit, he is not only 
merciful and gracious, but faithful and juft, to 
forgive us our fins, in confideration of his en- 
agements to our great Surety, and to us by him, 
and effeCtually to cleanfe us frem all unrigh- 
; teoufne/s 
Ni, Osyt SES, a 


But if, on the other hand, we walk » 


© God is light.] This expreffes his moft 
‘clear and perfect knowledge, for light dif- 
covers all things; ‘his unfpotted holine/s, 


for light is incapable of any pollution; 


and his fovereign goodne/s and happinefs, 
for light, joined with vital heat, in{pires 
pleafure into univerfal nature. 
Bates’ Works, p. 537. : 

d Lf we confe/s our fins.) This fo fi 


See Dr: 


dently refers to confefling our fins to God, 
and not to the prie/f, that one could hard- 
ly forbear being aftonifhed, that it fhould 
ever have been urged in behalf of auricu- 
Jar confeftion; if it were not for the ima- 
ny examples we have of duch fhameful 
and prepofterous reafoning in the argu- 
ments which.are pleaded in tayour of po- 


pery. 


ur © We 


I. 


\ 


278 Reflections on the regard due to St Fobn’s meffage, &c. 
Sect. teou/ne/s by his atoning blood, and the influence 
CAN, of that fanctifying Spirit which it has purchafed 
for us. . 
x John This is our ground of confidence, and our 10 If we fay that 
ea refuge as finners; and let us often renew our We have not finned, 
pike _ ; ’ z we make him a liar, 
applications to it: for as on this foundation We ang his word is not 
are indeed fecure, fo on the other hand, if we inus. - 
are fo rafh and prefumptuous, as to /ay, that we 
have not finned, we not only lie ourfelves, which ae 
in every inftance muft be difpleafing to the God : 
of truth; but we, in effeCt, make him a liar‘, 
who in the conftitution of the gofpel which he 
hath fent to all, goes on a fuppofition, that every 
foul to whom it is addreffed, is under guilt and 
condemnation. And confequently, if we affert * 
and maintain‘ our own perfonal innocence, we 
fhall fhew, that his word is not in us, that this 
humbling meflage of his grace has never been 
cordially received by us, nor hath produced its 
genuine effects on our hearts. 


TOMO ROR. OY 2 ee tae Negey 


Ver. x pow ferioufly fhould we attend to the word of life, when ad- 
dreffed to us by thofe who were {fo intimately acquainted with 
it, and with him who brought it and revealed it to the world! 

In like manner may all concerned in difpenfing it, be able to fay . 
that it is what they have heard, and, as it were, /een and handled; 
yea, tafted and let in all its fweetnefs and energy. Fe/us Chrift is 
2 indeed that /ife which was with the Father, and is now manifeft- 
ed unto us : may we ever regard him as fuch, and have communion 
with Fohn, and the other facred writers, in their communion with 
the Father, and with his Son fefus Chri. Surely they, who by 
experience know the delight and benefit of that communion, will 
defire that others may be partakers of it with themfelves. Their 
own joy, inftead of being diminifhed will be rather rendered 

4 more complete and intenfe, by being in this manner imparted to 
others. 

‘s Nothing can be of more importance, than to form right and 
worthy conceptions of God; and that we may do fo, let us re- 
fle&t on him, as the pureft and even unmingled /ight, without a- 
ny the leaift fhade of darkne/s ; as truth in perfection, without a- 
ny mixture of falfehood or evil. And Jet us be particularly con- 

. cerned, 


tw 


NOR Re Re x 
€ We make him a lar.| This fext ftate, and confequently is a clear proof of 
plainly implies, that Chriftianity does in the corruption of human nature. 
cfeét aflert that we are all in a degenerate 
a An 


He wrote thefe things to them that they might not fin : 
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‘cerned, that as we defire to have fellow/bip with him, we allow Scr. 


not ourfelves to walk in darknefs of any kind, but put of all its 


I. 
wns 


works, that we may put on the whole armour of light, and walk Ver. 


in the light, as he is of the light. Let every’action of our lives, 
every thought of our hearts, be brought to the light of the go/pel, 
and tried and proved according to it. And as it would be very 
vain and criminal in us, .to deny our having any fin, as it would 
‘be felf-deceit to imagine it, and felf-confufion to affirm it, let us, 
with humble thankfulnefs, apply to that b/ood, which is able to 
cleanfe us from all unrighteoufne/s. Mott freely confefing our fins 
in all their aggravations, fo far as our weak and limited thoughts 
can attain to the view of them, let us humbly plead his promife, 
and his covenant; and then fidelity and juftice will join with mer- 
ey, to infure our deliverance from the punifhment they merit: 
- fo that inftead of being, as we have deferved, companions in con- 
demnation and ruin, we fhall /hare together in that complete free- 
dom from all the penal confequences of, fin, which will be the 
. portion of all thofe who truly repent and obey the gofpel. 


tise Cais Gah oie herria | (8 
‘Farther to promote that holine/s of temper, which it is the great 
defign of this epiftle to recommend, the apoftle urges the propitia- 
tion and interceffion of Chrift, and the neceffity of /bewing our 
love to God, by obedience, by brotherly love, and by overcoming 
the immoderate love of the world. 1 John Il. 1,---17. 

3 Joun Mir. 1 Joun IL. 1. 
MY little children, pe me now to addrefs myfelf to you 
ce MELE MLD with all tendernefs and endearment, as my 
write Lunto you, that fi 4#/e children, and to affure you, that J writ 
ye fin not. And if : ) : YOU, thats write 
any man fin, we have thefe things concerning the readinefs. of God to 
an Adyopate ae forgive fin, not to encourage you to offend, but 
“with a contrary purpofe, that you may not fin. 
And I hope you will confider it, as your higheft 
intereft, to guard againft that greateft and moft 
formidable of all evils. But if any man, through 
the furprife of a violent temptation, and remain- 
ing infirmity of human nature, do fall into fin, 
let him not abfolutely defpair, as if his cafe 
were hopelefs; for we have flill this great and 
important confolation, that if we are true belie- 
vers, we have an Advocate with the Father *, to 
plead 

' NeiOaare. : 
4 An Advocate with the Father.)’ The monly fignifies one who is to plead for a 


word, advocate, in our language com- perfon in a court of judicature; but dr 
2 an 


6,7 


* 


° 
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Chrift is the propitiation for cur fins ; 


Secr. plead for our pardon and renew our peace, even 


re ath 


Fefus Ghrift, the righteous one ; that great exalt- 


x John €d Saviour, who was himfelf by way of emi- 


Teas 


2: 


4 


nence, and in fuch a degree, as no other perfon 
dwelling in human flefh ever was, fo perfectly 
righteous, that his obedience abfolutely anfwer- 
ed the demands of the Divine law in all its ex- 
tent and. purity. And he is the great propi- 
tiation for our fins, to whom, under that-cha- 
racter, we have fled with cheerful confidence ; 
and it is a joy to us to reflect, that he is not on- 
Jy the propitiation for ours, but alfo [for the 
Jins] of the whole world® : no nation under hea- 
ven is excluded from a fhare in the bleflings he 
hath purchafed, nor fhall any perfon whatfoever 
be excluded, Iet his iniquities have-been ever fo 
great and aggravated, if he be difpofed to make 
a proper application to him. And by this cer- 
tain mark and evidence, we know that we are 
acquainted with him to the moft happy and ef- 
fectual purpofes, even 7f we faithfully and up- 
rightly keep all Ais commandments. For he 
that faith, [know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, is a liar; he falfely pretends to a 
knowledge of him, of which he is quite defti- 
tute; and therefore in this refpeét the truth is 
not [in bim.] But whofoever uprightly and 
impartially keepeth his word, in him certainly ts 
the love of God perfected ; it is plain he has it 
truly in his heart, and does not, like thofe who 
are 


Ne OT 2B ge 


Father, Jefus Chrift © 
the righteous : 


2 And he is the 
propitiation for our 
fins: and not for ours 
only, but alfo for the 
fins of the wholg 
world. 


nd hereby we 
do know that we 


know him, if we 
keep his command- 
ments, 


4 He that faith, ] 
know him, and Keep- 
eth not age command- 
ments, is a liar, and 
the truth is not in 
him. 


5 But whofo keep- 
eth his word, in him 
verily is the love of 

God , 


Samuel Harris hath taken great pains to 
fhow, that it properly fignifies the fame 
with patron amongft the Romans, or qyy 
in the Hebrew; a great perfon, who ufed 
to patronize the caufe of fome of inferior 
rank, and who' was alfo a /ponfor for their 
good behaviour. By this he imagines fe- 
veral feripiures me be illuftrated, and 
particularly fa. 7-9. Job XXiX, 12, 
Pfal. xxii. 12. sah XXxili. 23, dc: And 
in, confirmation of this fentiment he 
brings fome remarkable quotations from 
the ancients. Haris’ Obferv. p. 49,—61. 
Perhaps there is nothing that illuftrates 
the matter more, than the refidence of 
fome eminent perfons from distant pro- 
vinces, in the courts of great princes or 


‘ftates, whofe bufinefs it was conftantly to 


negotiate with them the affairs of thofe 
whom they reprefented, to vindicate them 


from any unjuft afperfions, and to advance 
their intereft to the utmoft of their power, 
d. For the fins of the whole world.) Mr 
Reyner has urged this as a proof, that 
the merit of Chrift’s death fhall extend, 
not only to believers, but to viriuous hea- 


-thens ; and I do not fee that Chriftianity 


can receive any prejudice by our acknow- © 
ledging, that if there are thofe in whom 
a truly virtuous temper prevails, they may 
be accepted of God, in confideration of 
the alonement which Chrift hath made. 
But this will by no means prove the doc- 
trine of wniverfal redemption, in the fenfe 
in which fome perfons have {tated it. But 
it feems to me, that the apoftle is to be 
underf{tood, as {peaking only of all thofe 
who believe, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
over the whole werld. 


and he who would abide in him, ought to walk as he walked. 281 


God perfected: here- are regardlefs of the Divine authority, make’ a S&¢% 

by know we that we Yann and oh seep : 2. 

ore tahiti, in 4 ypoenitical pretence to it. Amd by any 
this we know, that we are interefted in the Son 1 John 
of God, and united to him by this influence of ' 5- 

6 He that faith he our faith upon our practice. He that faith, 6 
Fp as aaa he abideth in him, and pretends a claim to his 
walk, even as he faving benefits, ought him/elf fo to walk, as he, 
walked. whom he calls his Divine Mafter, walked, when 

he was here on earth. He ought in every 
thing to trace, and endeavour to imitate his ex- 
ample. ; 

7 Brethren, Iwrite And this is fo obvious and natural a truth, a 
no. new command- that I perfuade myfelf, brethren, ye alread 
ment unto y yielt, SP Ey? yi 

nto you, but k - z f 
anoldcommandment Know it; for herein J write no new command- 
‘which ye bad from ment to you, but the old commandment, founded 
the beginning : the in nature, recommended by the Mofaic law, 
- old commandment is | ee sae 5 pes 
the word which ye and that which ye ad efpecially inculcated from 
have heard from the the beginning of your acquaintance with the gof- 
beginning. el, the great practical intent of which was 
Ny & Pp 
doubtlefs prefently made known to you by , 
whomfoever it was preached. I may therefore 
well fay, it is the old commandment ; for it is the 
word which you heard from the beginning of your 

8 Again, *a new acquaintance with Chriftianity. Yet confi- 8 
commandment’ il dering its peculiar obligations, and the new mo- 
writeuntoyou, which —, r 2 te a A s 
thing is true in him tives with which it is enforced upon us conti- 
and ia you: becaufe nually, I may fay again, a new commandment IT 
the darknefs is palt, aurite to yous which exprefhion is true in him 
and the true light now Re Z > 
fneth. and in you, for he has laid us under new en- 

gagements to obferve it, by his admirable love 

declared and exhibited to us; becaufe the dark- 
nefs of heathenifm, and twilight of the Jewith 
ftate, is now paffed away, and the true light now 
fbineth, and in proportion to our knowledge, he: 
may reafonably expect that our care to a& fuita- 

9 He that faith he bly fhould be awakened. He that faith, he 
is in the light, and >in the light that he enjoyeth, that he under- 
hateth his brother, sods: 3 F 
ri idikdarknels even ftands: and receives the gofpel, and hateth his 
until now. brother, and does him any defigned injury, zs 

in the darkne/s even tillnow. And his ineffec- 
tual acquaintance with fome principles of reli- 
gion, which do not influence his heart to cha- 
rity and beneficenceé, will, as to his real and fi- 

to He that loveth nal happinefs, ftand him in no ftead. But yo 
his rile? ie he that loveth ‘his brother, abideth in the light, 
Pe eae there he improves the advantages which he enjoys by 

the Chriftian religion, and as he anfwers its 
end, 


5 
282 They had known lim who was from the beginning : 
oee®: end, he will continually thare the pleafure and there is none occafioti, 
of ftumbling in him. 
_ the fecarity, which it gives; for there is no oc- 
‘i Tah cafion of flumbling in him ;. this will fecure him 
Il. 10 from giving any juft caufe of offence; whereas 


11 falvation in the next. 


13 blood. 


the malevolent paffions turn a thonfand circum- 
{tances into temptations, which prove fatal.to a 
man’s credit and repofe in this world, and his 
But on the contrary, 
as I faid before, be whohateth his brother, is in ' 
darknefs, and walketh in darknefs ; and the con- 
fequence of that is, that as one who walketh in 
the night, without any light to guide him, 
knows not whither he goeth, fo fuch an, one, 
while he flattereth himfelf with hopes of falva- 
tion, on account of his knowledge and profef- 
fion, is really ignorant of his own ftate, becau/e 
darknefs hath blinded his eyes; and fo he is in 
the utmoft danger of falling, before he is aware, 
into the bottomlefs pit from ie there is no 
redemption. 


12 Thefe things I fay unto > you, and they-are of 
_ univerfal concern; I hope therefore you will all 


attend to them, and i improve them for your own 
advantage. J write unto you, little children, 
amongit the reft, to guard the leaft and weakett 
of you againtt fin: becau/e by his name, even the 
»name of the Lord Jefus ‘@hrift, who has made 


you, and I am very {olicitous that you may make 
all due return for fo ineftimable a favour, as a 
pardon purchafed at the expence of fuch facred 
[/ write to you, fathers, becaufe ye 
have known him that is from the beginning; be- 
caufe ye have heard of his Divine dignity and 
glory, who was in the beginning, who was 
with God, and himfelf God; that ye may be- 
have aright towards that Divine Saviour, who 
fubmitted to fuch abafement for us, though ori- 
ginally he was fo exalted and glorious. J 
write to you, young men, becaufe ye have over- 
‘come the wicked one, have bravely bid defiance 
to his allurement and terrors, in taking upon 
you in fo folemn a manner, the Chriftian pro- 
fefion; and I would by no means have you dif- 
grace the victory you have already gained. J 

. yy oaprehe 


° 


ti But he that 
hateth his brother, is 
in darknefs, and 
walketh in darknefs, 
and knoweth not 


whither he goeth, © 


becaufe that darknefs 
hath blinded his eyes. 


tz I write unto 
you, little children, 
becaufe your fins are 
are forgiven you for 
his name’s fake. 


an atonement for them, your ‘fine are forgiven — 


13 ‘T weite unto” 


you, fathers, becaufe 
ye have known him 
that 1 is from the be- 
ginning. “I write 
unto you, — young 
men, becauife ye have 
overcome the wicked 

ONE. 


And therefore oould not love the world: 


Sne. I write unto 
you, little children, 
becaufe ye have 
known the Father. 


14 I have written 
unto you, fathers, 
becaufe ye have 
know him that is 
from the beginning. 
_ T have written unto 

you, young then, 
becaute ye are {trong, 
and the word of God 

. achw 
abideth in you, and 
ye have overcome the 
wicked one. 


15 Love not the 
world, neither the 
things that are in the 

K world, 


as your Father in heaven; and I defire you may, 
with all filial reverence and love, approve your- 
felves dutiful and grateful to him under that re- 
lation. |. And (as I have*before faid,) Z have 
written to you, fathers, becaufe ye have known 
him who is from the beginning ; fo alfo, [ have 
written to youy young men, becaufe ye are strong, 
you are in the full vigour of nature; and may 


God preferve your hearts in a right frame, and 


lengthen out your lives to do him much fervice 
in future and diftant years. 4nd this may the 
rather be expected, as the word of God abideth 
in you, as you have been in{tructed in the prin- 
ciples of Divine truth by your pious parents, 
and other teachers, and many of you have given 
noble {pécimens of the good effects of their in- 
ftructions, in that ye have already overcome the 
wicked one in many of his attacks; for otherwife 
ye could not have aflumed the profeffion of the 
Chriftian faith in thefe circumftances, nor have 
retained it for fuch a length of time. 


And now whatever your age,, ftation, and cir= 


283 
write to you, little children *,] becaufe even the S=cr. 
youngelt of you have known God, as the Father Wika 


of his people, have been taught to call upon him 1 john 
II 3.* 


14 


cumftances may be, fuffer me to addrefs to you 
one farther word of exhortation; which is this, _ 


Love not.the world, nor the things [which are} 
in the world, in an irregular and excefhve de- 
gree og 

Ni Oje- Lee. 


© To you, little children, &ce.] ‘There is 
_ #%ch-an appatent tautology in thefe three 
- yerfes, as cannot, that I know of, be e- 
qualled in, any other part of Scripture. 
Some have imagined, that the fignification 
of little children here, (in the original wa- 
sSicy) is different from that in the 12th 
verfe, (where the word is rexvce, which 
Wolfius fays is ufed to fignify Chriftians 
in general; whereas waidix refers eithet 
to thofe who were young in years, or 
lately converted to Chriftianity. See 
Gure Philolog. vol. V. p. 259.) And they 
have fuppofed the meaning of the apo/tle’s 
exhortation here is, that as one of the firft 
perfons children become acquainted with, 
is their father, fo they thould know God, 
and improve more, and more in a pra¢ti- 
cal-acquaintance with him: and each of 
thefe congratulations contains a tacit exhor- 

Vou, VI. rt 


M m 


tation to go on in that which he commends 
them for, or congratulates. them upon. 
But on the whole, comparing the begin- 
ning of the 13%) with the 14th vere, 
where the fame words are repeated, I am 
ready to tonjeCture, that if they were writ- 
ten in the original, they were left out again, 
and were written more perfectly afterwards 
inthe 14%; and confequently, thatall that 
fhould be retained, is the aj? claufe of it, 
in conneétion with the 12th, Your fins 
are forgiven—becaufe ye have known the 
Father. Thus all tautology is avoided, and 
every fentiment and expreffion, in cither 
of the verfes, is preferved. 
fore inclofed in a parenthe/is all that part, 
both of the text and parephrafe, which 
may be Jeft out without takiny away any 
thing, from the fenfe, or burdening it 
with an unneceffary repetition. 


d In 


[ have there-"* 


Hee, 


234 


Sect. gree 4; for if any one love the world with to 


For the world paffeth away. 


great an attachment, and have his heart chiefly 


o world, If any mar 


ove the world, the 
love of the Father is: 


3 John fet on itsinterefts, or its pleafures, it may juftly be notin him. 
Il. 15. concluded, that the love of the Father is not in 


16 we may juitly underftand by the world; 


£7 in the heart. 


him; for there is a real inconfiftence between the 
love of the world in this fenfe, and that of God: 
which will eafily appear, when we confider what 
For 
all that is in the world, when it comes to make 
up the largeft catalogue of good things, which 
it can promife to thofe who eagerly and idola- 
troufly purfue it, [7s] to be comprehended under 
thefe three well-known particulars, the luff of 
the fie/b, that is, the pleafurable indulgence of 
our carnal appetites; and the luft of the eyes, 
that is, the acquifition of money, which if not 
expended for other purpofes for which it is de- 
figned, only ferves us to behold and count over; 
and the pride of life*, fome ambitious purfuits, 
in confequence of which we may make a parade 
in the eyes of our fellow-creatuses for a little 
while, in our way to the grave, which is to ftrip 
us of it all. Now itis evident, that [thefe things} 
confidered as the food of luxury, avarice, and 
ambition, are not of the Father, but of the world. 
It plainly appears, that God, confidered as the 
author of all good, cannot be pleafed with fuch 


~ affe€tions and purfuits; and it would be profane 


to fuppofe that they are produced or excited by 
him, or that the prevalence of them can be ac- 
knowledged by him, as confiftent with his love 
Endeavour therefore, my bre- 
thren, to get more and more above fuch {nares 
and entanglements as thefe; and fo much the 


16 For all that is . 
in the world, the Inft 
of the flefh, and the 
luft of the'eyes, and 
the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, 
but is of the world. 


1 


s 


v7 And the world 
—— paf- 


rathery as the world and all the luxury of it, and . 


oe ' what- 
e No Ove Res ot 


“! 4 
d In an irregular and exceffive degree.] 
It is plainly neceffary to attend to juch a 
limitation for otherwife there is a degree 
of love to wordly enjoyments which is ra- 
tional, and which we mutt have for them, 
or we cannot in a proper manner attend 
to the duties of life. 


a © The pride of life: aralovere te Biv} 
Eg 


rafmus Schmidius underftands this of 
that vain and empty boafting of the con- 
tinuance of life, and of projeéts to be ex- 
ecuted in fome future part of it, which 
St James condemns. (James iv. 16.) 
Raphelius feems to have beew at firft of the 


fame opinion, (fee Annot. ex. Xenopd. iw 
loc.); but afterwards from the ufe of the 
word oaalovere, in Polybius, (fee Annot. 
ex. Polyb, in loc.) he was difpofed to un- 
derftand it in general, of the /plendor and 
luxury, which vain perfons affect in their 
whole manner of living. But more ftriG- 
ly, the phrafe, arclovera tu Bix, refers to 
that ambitious turn.of mind, which 
prompts men to engage in all thofe pur- 
fuits, which will fupply materials for their 
vanity, and enable them to make a figure 
in the world. See MWolfii Cure Philolog. 
an Loce 


\ 
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Reflections on the advocacy of Chrift, &e. 285 


peffeth away, and the whatever belongs to it which can ferve to the Sect. 
luft thereof: but he |: . 5 2 
that doeth the will of Qtatification of our defires, paffes away like a . * 
God, abideth for e- glaring pageant, which only amufes the eye for ied 
ver. afew tranfient moments, and then difappears, UL. 17. 
But he that doeth the will of God faithfully and ftea- 
dily, abideth for ever: he hath built his happi- 
nefs upon a bafis which nothing can remove, and 
accordingly finds it fecure, even when he quits 
this momentary world, and enters on an eter- 
nal and unalterable ftate. 


Ld PR) Fe Be) ME BE aN Es 


CyF TEN let us be lifting up our eyes and our hearts to him 
“who is our great Advocate with the Father : too frequently Ver. x 
do the infirmities of our lives demand our application to him un- 
der that character. Let us rejoice that he is Fefus Chrift the righ- | 
teous, that he is the Lord our righteoufne/s. While we joy in 
him as the propitiation for our fins, let it comfort our heart to x 
think, how wide the efficacy of his atonement extends. O, that 
all the world might be engaged to apply to him under this im- 
portant confideration! O, that all thofe who profefs fo to apply 
to him, might remember how neceflary it is, that if they would 
fhew they indeed know him, they fhould keep his commandments: 3, s 
this, rather than any of thofe paflionate tranfports of mind, on 
which fome are ready to lay fo great a ftrefs, is the perfeétion of 
love to God. May the fpirit of Chri imprefs upon us more of 
our Mafter’s image, and teach us with greater care and exadinels 6 
to order our walk and converfation by his example. Since we 
have an illuftrious /ight to dire our path, let us make ufe of it 
to this purpofe, left eternal darknefscome upon us. Let uslearn 4 
the Divine leffon we are here taught, to love our brethren, and 
gradually to rife higher above that love of the world, that attach- ,, 
ment to temporal and prefent interefts, which is inconfiffent with 
the love of the Father! When we are tempted too fondly to ad- 
mire, or too eagerly to purfue this gaudy pageant, ict us furvey 
_the inventory here given of its boafted treafures. Let us compute 
- the moit it can even pretend to confer upon us, and impartially ,¢ 
weigh all that can gratify the luft of the fle/b, the luft of the eye, 
and the pride of life, again{t thofe folid pleafures which arife from 
the love of God, againit thofe infinite benefits which will finally ,, 
refult from it. They who do his will abide for ever, nor is their 
removal from this empty and tranfitory world any objection a- 
gainft it. Yea, rather, how would it be poffible, or how defi- 
rable; they fhould abide for ever, were not a removal from fuch ~ 
a mutable, fuch an unfatisfying, and in many refpects afflicting 
world, to make a part of the plan, formed by Divine Providence 


and grace in their favour! 
Mm 2 Dt deen CL. 
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ig 


_ this appellation. 


He reminds them that antichrift was coming. 


Gata aia, Pa tarah Be Til. 


The apoftle difcourfes of the antichrifts which then began to arife 
in the warld, and direéts Chriftians to the beft prefervatives 
againft their feducing doétrines. John U. 18,---28. 


I Joun Tee 1 Joun It. 18. 
AX? now, my beloved, dear to me as little J,!7t¥e children, 
. : it isthe laft time: 

children to the moft affeCtionate parents *, ..4 as ye have heard 
attend to my cautions againft thofe many fedu- that ‘antichrift thal} 
cers, with which not only the world, but even eet ae 
the church abounds. Jt is indeed'the laft time», oving. whereby we 
the laft difpenfation God will ever give to the know that it is the 
world, is now promulgated, and it is no won- left ume. 
der if Satan endeavour to the utmoft to adulte- 
rate a fyftem from which his kingdom has fo : 
much to fear. And as you have heard, that one 
great feducer, from his oppofition to Chrift call- 
ed antichrift, is coming, fo 1 muft affure you) ’ 
that even now there are many afpiring and inte-~ 
refted men, who aé in fuch oppofition to the 
Redeemer’s caufe, and the whole purpofe of his 
appearance, that though they protefs his name, 
they may not improperly be called antichrijts ¢ ; 
by which indeed we may know that this is the 
laft time; for when we compare this event with 
the predictions of our Lord, it is fo far from 
contradiéting them, that indeed it is a great ac- 
complifhment and illuftration of them. Once : Bate 
indeed they pretended to join themfelves to uss Vr up ues fot 
but that it was only an hypocritical pretence to if 
Chriftianity which they made, appears from 
the iffue of it: they went out from among us, and 
yet they were not upon the whole of us, nor did ¢ 
truly belong to our number, while they feemed 


to 


19 They went out 


N OCS Re ates 


4 Little children.] Mr Cradock has ob- 
ferved, that hitle children are not fo apt to 
Tove the world; but feem by reafon of the 
weaknefs of their underftandings more 
likely to be feduced by artful and defign- 
ing men; and therefore he imagines, that 
in this place there is a peculiar propriety in 
See Crad. Apoft. Hif?. 

489. 

Y The laft time.| ‘Some explain this of 
the. Jajt age of the Jewifh church and 
commonwealth, becaufe it was the peri- 


‘ 


od in which our Saviour had foretold 
the rife of many falfe Chrifts; and this 
obfervation, to be fure, is material: but 
the expreffion of the /a/t time, from com- 
paring other fcriptures, feems to be more 
extenfive. 
© Many. antichrifts.) Dr Whitby. ex- 
plains thefe antichrifts of unbelievin 
Jews oppofing Chriftianity. I rather un= 
derftand them to be apoftates, who had 
once profefled themfelves Chriftians, and 
brought in pernicious heretical notions. 
Oo Thag_ 


1 


He wrote unto them becaufe they knew the truth: 


if they had been of to adhere to us. 
us, they would no 
doubt have continued 
with us: but they 
went out, that they 
might be made mani- 
feft, that they. were 
not all of us. 


287 
For if they had ever been fin- Sect. 
cerely of us, fo as to feel the inward power of ee, 
our gofpel on their hearts, they would doubtle/s x John 
have continued with us: upright men would ne- HI. 19. 
ver have feen any caufe to leave us, and Divine 
grace would have preferved fuch from the temp- 
tations by which thefe artful deceivers have 
been infnared. But [this hath happened,] that 
they might be made apparent, and that we might 
alfo reap an advantage from the detection of 
their hypocrify, decau/e it would thereby appear, 
that a// who join with us in external forms, are 
not indeed of ws 3 but that even in the pureft 
churches, there may be a mixture of tares among 
the wheat, which it will be prudence to remem- 
ber, and to guard againft. And as for you, 
1 hope and truft you will not be feduced by 
them; for ye fave an inward anointing of the 
Holy One, even the {pirit of purity and joy, which 
Chrift the Holy One of God, hath poured forth 
upon us; and ye know all things relating to Chri- 
{tianity, in fuch an experimental manner, as 
will effetually preferve you again{t thofe {nares 
of this vain world, which have been ruinous to 
thofe unhappy apoftates I have juft mentioned. 
And as to what I have now faid, J have not 
written to you, becaufe ye know not the truth, 
nor have I entered fo largely into the difcuflion . 
of this matter, as would then have been necef- 
fary; but on the contrary, have contented my- 
felf with thefe fhort hints, becau/e ye know it, 
and I am defirous to confirm you in it, and to 
awaken your zeal to join with me in teftifying 
it to others, and oppofing the many falfe doc- 
trines which are taught in oppofition to it: for 
every lie is not of the truth; there is an irrecon- 
cileable inconfiftence between truth and falfe- 
hood, and the more you are confirmed in the 
; one, the more faithful will you guard againft 
a2 Who is a liar, and oppofe the other. And whois.a liar and 
pat a feducer in the moft dangerous fenfe that can 

be 

Ne 0) Tick: 
to be Chriftians, when, they are not, and 


20 But ye have an 
unétion from the 
Holy Qne, and ye 
know all things, 


20 


21 I have not 25 


written unto you, be- 
caufe ye know not 
the truth: but be- 
‘caufe ye know it, and , 
that no lie is of the 
truth. 


22 


d That they might be made apparent, be- 


gaufe all are not of us; ors ux eics waves 
«& nwov.} ‘Thus, I think, thefe words 
may be rendered: and the meaning is, 
that as there are fome, who only pretend 


for fome fecular end mingle themfelves 
with us, God has fuffered thefe to be dif- 
covered, to awe and alarm others who 


t be concealed. 
may yet be concea Pin 


ast 
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Sect. 


3° 
Ue 


He therefore exborts them to abide in it ; 


be imagined, but he that denieth that Fefus is 
the Chrift ©? This is the moft pernicious of all 


z John errors, and tends moft directly to overthrow all 


Pho. 


23 


24 


virtue and religion in the world, and utterly to 
fubvert and deftroy men’s fouls; and he who 
maintains this deteftable doctrine, is in a fenfe 
antichrift, who in effet denies both the Father 
and the Son: For however fome may pretend 
a zeal for the honour of God, while they are 
crying down that of our Lord Jefus Chrift, yet 
fo it is, that every one who denieth the Son, hath 
not any real regard to the Father, nor any inte- 
reftin him: for God hath declared with an evi- 
dence which all who fincerely love and honour 
him will not fail to receive, that no man co- 
meth to the Father but by Chrift; that he is 
well-pleafed in him as his beloved Son, and 
maintains a favourable intercourfe with finfulmen 
only by him. [But he who acknowledgeth the Son, 
hath the Father alfof,] and taketh the moft effec- 
tual method to fecure the continuance of his fa- 
vour. 

As for you therefore, to whom I now addrefs 
myfelf, let what I here fay be improved by way 
of caution to yourfelves; be on your guard a- 
gain{t the numerous artifices of thofe who would 
en{nare and feduce you, and let that word which 
you have heard from me, at the beginning of the 
gofpel, abide in you fo fteadily, that no man may 
ever wreit it from you. And ifitbe indeed fo, and 
that word which ye have heard from the beginning, 
thus abide in you, you alfo will abide in that {tate 
of bleffed union, in which you are, with the 
Son and the Father ; you will dwell under their 
united protection, and find a fource of delight 
fpringing up in your fouls from communion 

with 
N, + O)F Ea Bite Se 
€ Denieth that Fefus is the Chrift.| Some 


but he that denieth 
that Jefus is the 
Chrift ? He is anti- 
chrift, that denieth 
the Father and the 
Son. 


23 Whofoever de- 
nieth the Son, the 
fame hath not the Fa- 
ther : [but] he that ac- 
knowledgeth the Son, 
hath the Father aljo. 


24 Let that there- 
fore abide in you, 
which ye have heard 
from the beginning. 
If that which ye have 
heard from the begin- 
ning fhall remain in 
you, ye alfo {hall 
continue in the Som 
and in the Father. 


are of opinion this was written againt{t 
Cerinthus, who in his doétrine feparated 
Jefus from Chrift, maintaining them to 
be two di/finé perfons, and denied him 
to be the Son of God. See Dr Berriman’s 
Hift. of ihe Trin. p. 38. Compare Dr 
Whitby’s Preface to this epiftle. Mr Bax- 
ter alfo takes in the Simonians, Menan- 
drians and Carpocratians, with other he- 
retics in thofe arly ages, Buxter’s Werks, 
vol, Tih, 6. 218. 


p 
+ 


f He who acknowledgeth the Son, hath the 
Father alfo.| Thefe words, which I have 
included in crofchets, are generally printed 
in our verfion in italic charafters 3 but 
they are to be’found in fo many good 
manifcripts, that I cannot but believe they 
made a part of the original, by whatever 
accident they were omitted in fome 
early copy, to which, as it feems, too much 
regard has been paid. See Mills and 
Wetficin in loc 


& Thofe 


5 


? 


that they might be entitled to eternal life. 
with them, to which there is nothing compara- Secv. 


25 And this is the 
promife that he hath 
promifed us, even e- 
ternal life, 

\ 


26 Thefe things 
have I written un- 
to you, concerning 
them that feduce 


you. 


27 But the anoint- 
ing which ye have 
received of him, a- 
bideth in you, and 
ye need not that any 
man teach you: but, 
as the fame anointing 
teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, 

\ and 


ble in any of the enjoyments of the prefent world. 
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3° 


And this will readily be acknowledged, if you Y John 
only confider, with what exalted hopes you will 1-as- 


then be fupported; for this is the promife which 
he hath promifed to us, (which while I mention, 
I cannot but exceedingly rejoice in the confider- 
ation of my own intereft in it,) even the poffef- 


fion of that invaluable treafure, eternal life, in’ 


comparifon of which, whether we confider its 
excellence, or its duration, all the glories of 
the world, and even the world itfelf, are lighter 
than vanity, and unworthy the refleCtion of a 


' fingle moment. 


Thefe things therefore I have written unto you 
concerning thofe who would deceive you®, and rob 
you of that ineftimable treafure, that you may 
guard againft them with the utmoft vigilance. 
‘And, I truft, this will indeed be the cafe, for 
as for you in general, I efteem you fincere in 
the profeflion of your religion, and therefore 
may reafonably fay, that the unétion of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, which you have received from him *, 
who hath given you the promife of eternal life, 
abideth in you perpetually and powerfully ; and 
in confequence thereof you have no fuch neceffity 
as others, that any one fbould teach you the firft 
principles of true religion. But let it be your 
care, uprightly and humbly to yield up your fouls 
to the fuperior inftructions of this Divine Spi- 
rit; and as this fame unétion from him teacheth 
you concerning all things i, and it is true, and 


has 
Nie Ose Pies. 
It is 


& Thofe who would deceive you.] 
in the original, they who do deceive you; 
but it is plain, as has often been ob- 
ferved, from the commendations given 
them elfewhere, that it fignifies no more 
than an endeavour to feduce ; and there 
are many paflages, both in facred and 
profane authors, in which a perfon is 
faid to doa thing, which he attempts. See 
Mr Blackwall’s Sacr. Claff. vol. 1. p. 121. 

h The unfion which you have received 
from him, &c.] “The Spirit of God is 
compated to an anointing, becaufe of his 
precious and chearing gifts which render- 
ed Chriftians more fit to encounter with 
their fpiritual enemies; as wrefflers were 
anointed with oil to make them fitter for 


their various exercifes, and to prevent the 
advantages which might otherwife be taken 
again{t them. Whether this paflage will 
be lefs capable of yielding fupport to the 
popifh do€trine of chrifm, or that of the 
quakers, which aflerts fuch an infpiration 
of all Chriftians as renders the office of a 
{tated minifiry unneceflary, it is hard to 
fay. Compare Limborch’s Theol. v. 77.4. 
and Barclay’s Apology, p. sx. With re- 
Jation to the latter, it may be of fome 
moment to obferve, that the Chrijfian mi- 
niflry was in the higheft repute in the 
church, when the gifts of the Spirit were 
poured down upon it in the greateft abun- 

dance. 
i UnGion. teacheth you all things.) Tt 
os ~ feems 


, 


26 


27 
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— Reflections on Be fready regard due to Chrift. 


has no mixture of fal/ehood in it, even as that andis nolies and e= 


~ , 6 : ven as it hath taught 
has taught you, abide in him to whom by that oe ye mall Sa ee 


x John {pirit ye are thus vitally united. Yea, let me him. 


qi. 28. 


Ver. 
38, 19 


2d 23 


25 


27 


a4 


23 


now repeat it again, as a matter of the higheft | 28 And now, lit- 
hendine inftane wor oene tle children, abide in 

importance, comprehending hisi: that whenle 

whole of our duty and happinefs; my dear hall appear, we may 

Chriftian friends, dear to me as Uittle children see Moe ae 

to their affectionate parents, abide in him, that 4. as fis conta 

avhen he fhall appear,,as he affuredly will, in all 

his pomp and glory, we may have humble bold- 

nefs, and may not be put to shame and confufion, 

before him at his coming ; but may welcome him 

with cheerfulnefs, as thofe who have approved 

their fidelity to him, and expeét, by his grace 


an abundant reward. 


sh see Ut Oth ac Be oe IVE ag Baan ee as 


Ce us not be furprifed, if there are fome who revolt from 
Chriftianity in our days; evincing thereby the infincerity of 


their former profeflions; fince even the apoffolic age produced 


fome inftances of this kind. But notwithftanding this, the foun- 
datién of God ftandeth firm, and the Lord knoweth them that are 
his : (2Tim. ii. 19.) They will continue united with his church in 
faith and love, and no temptation will be able entirely to feparate 
them from it. 

Vain are all pretences to adhere to the Father, if we defert the 
Son. ‘Tohis gofpel therefore let us ftedfaftly cleave, animated 
by the infinitely important promife of eternal life. Can we go 
to another Saviour? Can we expect from any other hand a no- 
bler, or even an equal reward? May we all, who profefs a relation 
to him, receive an anointing from above, which may teach us all 
thofe things, it is of importance for us to know, and which may 
engage us to abide in him with infeparable fidelity. Yet a little 
while, and he will again come, will appear with a glory which 
will warrant, and will reward the firm’ attachment we have ma- 
nifefted to his interefts. May we not, at that important period, 
have reafon to be afbamed before him; may he not be afhamed of 


us; but having confeffed him before men, may we be confeffed by 


him before his Father, and his holy angels. (Luke xii. 8.) 
SMe omer Oars be 


NNO r tere 
feems manifeft from hence, that every be a frue Chriffian, it plainly fhews, in 
Chriftian is fuppofed to have been anoint- how reftrained a fenfe many general ex- 
ed by the Holy Gho/?. But as it would be _ preffions, occurring in feripture, may be 
moft abfurd to-pronounce it impoffible, taken, and in that view is well w en our 
that a man in any degree of ertor fhould attentive regard. 


—— 


ee 


He télls them they were the fons of God: 


‘ 


a) E © ft: IV. 


The apoftle difcourfes concerning the exalted privileges of the chil 
dren of God, to which all true Ghriftians are intitled, and urges 
the neceffity of a holy temper, and of a holy life, in order to de- 
monfirate that we are of that happy number. 1 John II. 29.--- 


ik. 16: 


x Joun II.-a9. 
JF ye know that 

he is righteous, ye 
know that every one 
that doeth righteouf- 
els is born of him. 


¥ 


III. x. Behold, 
what manner of love 
the Father hath be- 
{towed upon us, that 
we fhould be called 
the fons of God: 
therefore the world 
knoweth us not, be- 
caufe it knew him 
not, 


. Joun Il. 29. 

-] Have before been difcourfing of the Divine 
~~ holinefs and purity :- now the confideration of 
this may enable you to judge, whether you are, 
or are not, in the happy number of the children 
of God. For fince ye know, that he is perfeQly 
righteouss ye may know, that every one that 
prattifeth righteoufne/s, is born of him; as the 
production of righteoufnefs in the mind argues 
a Divine agency upon it, therefore he, in whom 
it is produced, is, by regeneration, the Son of 
God. 

Now on this view I would intreat you atten- 
tively to dwell; as indeed no fubje&t can be 
more worthy of your ferious regard. Behold, 
my brethren, behold with delight and holy ad- 
miration, what manner of love, what immenfe, 
unutterable, inconceivable condefcenfions of 
love, the Father of univerfal nature, the Father 


_ of our Lord Jefus Chrift, bath beffowed upon us 


finful mortals, that we /hould be honoured with 
fo fublime an appellation, fhould be called the 
children of God* 3 as he hath himfelf expreffed 
it, I will be a Father unto you, and ye fhall be 
my fons and my daughters, faith the Lord Al- 
mighty. (2 Cor. vi. 18.) It is true indeed, this 
is a dignity which only attracts the obfervation 
of very few, and in this refpect the world knows 
us not, and doth not acknowledge us for what 
we really are; becau/e it knoweth not him, who 

is 


N O 

® We foould be called the children of God.] 
The original word is texva, mot wor, and 
therefore fhoudd be rendered children, ra- 
ther than fons. It is worth obferving 
pen this text, that when the Dani/h mif- 
fionarigs appointed fome of their Malaba- 
‘sian converts to tranflate a calechifim, in 
Vou. VI. I 


st ogl De 

which it was mentioned as the privilege 
of Chriftians to become the fons of God, 
one of the tran/flators was ftartled at fo 
bold a faying as he thought it, and faid, 
Tt is too much; let me rather render it, 
They foall be permitted to kifs his feet. Let. 
of Dan. Miffion, N®. 7. Pp. 36. : 


Nn b i} 


Vit. x. 


392 And fhould hereafter be lke him, feeing him as he is. 
is God’s eternal and firft-born Son, the Head of 

the family, through whom we have received the 

adoption. Such are the unhappy prejudices of 

apoftate men againft the Divine will and the 

Divine image, that Chrift himfelf was unknown 

while he dwelt in human flefh; and therefore it _ 

- is no wonder that we are fo, in that refpect in 

2 which we refemble him. Neverthelefs, my 
beloved, it is a moft certain, and_a moft joyful 
truth that now we are the children of God, anda 
truth which draws after it a long train of glo- 
rious confequences ; for it doth not yet perfeCtly 
appear what we fhall be”; the inheritance we 
expected, is far beyond what we can at prefent 
conceive. But this we kngw in the general, that 

if he, by whom we have received the adoption, 
be revealed“, as he will certainly at length be, 
we fball be like him, for we Jhall fee him as he 
is 4; we fhall have fo clear and diftin€t a view 
and difcernment of him, as fhall transform us 
into his image, even the image of his holinefs, 
the brighteft and moft illuftrious of the various 
glories with which he is invefted. 

3 But let not any imagine this is an expeéta- 
tion indiferiminately to be entertained by all 
who ftyle themfelves Chriftians, or in any mea- 
fure confiftent with an unprofitable and wicked 

life. No, it is of the moft generous tendency, 
and produces the moft happy effects; for every 
one who hath this hope in him on a folid founda- 

tion, 
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2 Beloved, now 
are we the fons of 
God, and it doth not 
yet appear what we 
fhall be: but we 
know, that when he 
fhall appear, we fhall 
be like him; for we 
fhall fee him as he is. 


3 And every man 
that hath this hope in 
him,, purifieth him- 

felf, 


Ne OceTy abs 


“bet doth not yet appear, &c.] It is ob- 
fervablé that thefe are the words of John, 
of him who had not only fo familiarly 
-conyerfed with Chrift on this fublime and 
delightful fubjeét, but had feen his tran/= 
figuration, when Mofes and Elias appeared 
in fuch refulgent glory. He alfo, as Mr 
Baxter obferves in this conneétion, (fee 
his Works, vol. Ill. p. 16.) faw a moft 
glorious vifion of the New Ferufalem. 
But it may be doubted, whether shis epi/- 
tle were not of an earlier date than the a- 
pocalypfe, and it feems moft probable that 
‘it was, both confidering the great age of 
the apoftle, when banilhed to Patmos, 
and how naturally fome things on which 
he touches in this epi/t/e, efpecially rela- 
ting to antichrift, might have been illu- 

{trated by what he faw there. 
© If he be revealed.) ‘This is one of 


the many places, wherein the particle. cav, 
or «+, which is nearly equivalent to it, 
does not imply any uncertainty of the event, 
but is put for when. 

d We fall fee him as he is.] Archbifhop 
Tilloifon webl obferveth, and proves at 
large, that the fight of God is put to ex- 
prefs the knowledge and enjoyment of him, 
becaufe of its excellency and dignity, its 
largenefs and comprehenfion, its fpiritu- 
ality and quicknefs, its evidence and cer- 
tainty. (See his Works, vol. IH. p. 194-) 
Seneca has fome moft /ublime paffages in 
his ciid epijt/e, relating to that Divine light 
which good men fhalf behold in a future 
ftate; the very thought of which, he 
fays, will prohibit any thing fordid, bafe. 
or malevolent from fettling in the mind 
that entertains it. 


© Sin 


Therefore Chriflians foould be pure, as he is pure. 


felf, -even as he is tion, purifieth himfelf 
with a fincere defire to advance daily in every 


pure, 


from every pollution, 


branch of moral perfection and excellence, till 
at length he becomes pure, even as he is pure, 
fo far as the Divine holinefs can be refembled 
by any creature in this mortal and imperfect 


4 Whofoever com- ftate, 
mitteth, fin, tranf= 
grefleth alfo the law : 


On the other hand, every one who 
prattifeth fin, praéifeth alfo the violation of the 


for fin is the tranf- Divine /aw ; for this is the very nature and ef- 
greflion of the law. fence of fin, and what is common to every kind, 
and every act of it, that fin is the violation of the 


s And ye know /gyw *, either natural or revealed. 
know, that be who is fo familiar to our thoughts, 


that he was manifeft- 
ed to take away our 


And ye 


fins; and ia him is and our difcourfes, even our Divine Matter and 


no fin. 


_ Saviour, was manifefted, that he might take a- 


way the guilt and power of our fins by his atone- 
ment, and by the fanctifying influences of his 
{pirit; and there is no kind or degree of fin in 
him, nothing but what is of the moft oppofite 


6 Whofoever a- nature. 
bideth- in him, fin- 
neth not: whofoever 
finneth, hath not 
feen him, neither 
known him. 


It. is plain therefore, that every one 
who abideth in him, finneth not, cannot make a 
trade and practice of it; and that every one who 
thus habitually and allowedly finneth §, hath 
not feen him nor known him: his views and know- 


ledge of him have been fo fuperficial, as that 
they deferve not to be mentioned, fince they 
have not conquered the love and prevalence of 
fin, and broughtthe manto a holy temper and life. 


7 Little children, 
Jet no man deceive 
you: he that do- 
eth righteouinefs, is 

i righ- 


N O 

€ Sin is the violation of the law.] I 
choofe violation, as rather a more expref- 
five word, than tranfgreffion, and fo an- 
{wering more exaétly to avout, which 
implies not only wapavomex, a paffing the 
bounds 9f God's law, but an attempt, if 
poflible, to aniihilate and deftroy it. 

£ Every one who habitually and allow- 
edly finneth.] It feems abfolutely necef- 
fary to interpret the expreffion thus, not 
only to prevent forme of the beft of Chri- 
ftians from falling into de/pair, on account 
of thofe remainders of finful imperfection, 
which their very eminence in religion cau- 


Nn2 


My dear /ittle children, let no one deceive you 
on this important matter by vain words, with 
whatever pomp, or folemnity, or plaufibility 
they may be attended. 
tably holy, can never difpenfe with the want of 
holinefs in his reafonable creatures. 
prattifeth righteoufne/s, is righteous 8, even as 


A Being himfelfimmu- 
He who 


he 


Be & heey 


fes them to difcery, and to lament ; while 
others, evidently their inferiors, are vain 
and ignorant enough to conclude them- 
felves perfelt and lacking nothing; ‘but 
likewife to make one feripture confiftent 
with another, (compare James ili. 2.) 


and even to reconcile this affertion to o- 


ther paffages in the epi/ile before us. See 
chap. i. 8,—10. 

8 He that prattifeth rightesufnefs, is 
righteous.) lt is very neceffary to inter- 
pret the phrafe thus, to avoid an indulgence, 
as extravagant as the feverity we have op- 
pofed aboye. For certainly it is not every 
one 
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He that is born of God, doth not commit fin. 


Sect. he himfelf is righteous: it is his own image, and 


4a 


+ John to his nature. 


he mutt. invariably love and delight in it, and 
muft as invariably abhor fin, as utterly contrary 
For indeed he who praétifeth 


Wl. 8. fin, is of the devil: he imitates his character, 


and complies with his inftigations; for the de- 
vil finneth from the beginning ; he introduced fin 
into the creation of God, and he continues ftill 
to promote it ever fince, to the utmoft of his 
power and influence ": whereas the appearance 
of the Son of God was to a quite different and 
contrary purpofe; for he was manifefted in hu- 
man flefh that he might diffolve and deftroy the 
works of the devil i, that he might recover man- 
kind from the apoftafy into which they were fe- 
duced by the temptations of Satan; and deli- 
vering them from the bondage of fin, might re- 
{tore them to the practice of univerfal righteouf- 
nefs, and thereby to the favour and enjoyment 
of God. Every one who is born of God, who 
is regenerated by Divine grace, and adopted in- 
to the number of his children, doth not practife 


fin, becaufe his feed abideth in him; there is an 


immortal principle implanted by God in the 
heart, which will not fuffer a man, who hath 
received it, entirely to over-bear it; and he 
cannot fin, in {uch a manner and to fuch a de- 
gree as others *, becaufe he is thus born of Cod, 


righteous, even as he 
is righteous : 


8 He that com- 
mitteth’ fin, is of the 
devil; for the devil 
finneth from the be- 
ginning. For this 
purpote the Son of 
God was manifefted, 
that he might deftroy 
the works of the 
devil, f 


9 Whofoever is 
born of God, doth 
not commit fins for 
his teed remaineth in 
him : and he cannot 
fin, becaufe he is 
born of God. 


\ 


In 


Nie: OF UB Bas: 


one who performs /ome one juft or righte- 
ous adtion, that can be denominated righ- 
feous; nor can any man be intitled to that 
character, who doth not in the main 
courfe of his life, practife wniverfal righ- 
teoufnefs. 

h Sinneth fram the beginning, &c.] Mr 
Limborch imagines, this phrafe refers to 
repeated a€ts of fin, and a continued 
courfe of it which preceded Satan’s expul- 
fion from heaven. See Limb. Theol. lib. ii. 
cap. xx. fel. 4. But it feems, that the 
ufe of the prefent tenfe implies a continu- 
ance ina courfe of; fin which is indeed 
the cafe with refpe& to this malignant 
and unhappy fpirit, who continues incor- 
rigible, notwith{tanding all he has already 
fuffered, and all which. he certainly 
knows, he has farther to endure. 

i Deftroy the works of the devil: rxuon.] 
This expreflive word leads us to look on 
fin and miery asa fabric, of which-the 
devil is the great. architet?, and which 


Chrift is come to overthrow and demolith. 
Accordingly he has already broken, as it 
were, the compages and ftrength of it; 
and we may hope it will gradually be le- 
velled, and its very rains removed. He 
has certainly done what has a moft pows 
erful tendency to produce fuch an effeét. 
But it feems driving matters to a very 
unjuftifiable extremity, to argue from 
hence, as fome have done, the utter ex~ 
lirpation of all moral and penal evil from 
the univerfe. And were not the judgment 
fo palpably biaffed by. the ajfeétions, as 
we fee it to be in’ many inftances, it is 
not to be conceived, that men of penetra- 
tion fhould have laid any ftrefs on fo pre- 
carious an argument. 

k He cannot fin.] It is certain thefe 
words muft be taken in fomething of a 
qualified fenfe, or they would prove not 
only the finle/s perfeflion of every child of 
God, but alfo the impeccability of every 
fuch perfon, -or the impaffibility of his fin- 

ning, 


Reflections on the privilege of being born of God. 


295 


ro In this the fn this therefore, and by this, as the grand cha- Sizer. 


children of God are 
manifeft, and the 
children of the devil: 
whofoever doeth not 
righteoufhefs, is not 
of God, neither he 
that loveth not* his 
brother. 


racteriftic, are the children of God manifefted on 
the one hand, and the children of the devil, on 
the other. Every one who doth not prattife righ- 
teoufnefs, is not of God; and I may add, as a 
matter of great confequence, that he who loveth 
not hts brother, as he cannot practife righteouf- 
nefs, a great part of which confifts in brotherly 
love, is not of God; neither can he, without 
great prefumption, pretend to claim a place 
amongtt his children. 


LMP eR Oe Vii iB sd 2B Nea, 


O W ineftimable a privilege is it to be born of God! What 

infinite reafon have thofe that poflefs it, to rejoice and be 
exceeding glad! With what aftonifhment fhould we refle€t upon 
the Divine condefcenfion, in admitting us to fuch an endearing 
relation! Let us behold with admiration and joy, what manner of 
love the Father has beftowed upon us, that we finful wretched mor- 
tals, fhould be called the fons of God! Let us behold how high 
it rifes, how wide it diffufes its effeGts! How glorious the inhe- 
ritance, to which in confequence of this we are entitled! The 
world indeed knows it not; nor do we ourfelves completely know 
it. Even John, the beloved difciple, who lay in the bofom of 
our Lord, and drank fo deep out of the fountain-head of know- 
ledge and holinefs, even he fays, it doth not yet appear what we 
Shall be. But let-us in fweet tranquillity of foul, depend on our 
heavenly Father, that he will do, whatever is becoming his per- 
fect wifdom and goodnefs, in refpe€t to the advancement and fe- 
licity of Ais own children. During our ftate of minority, let us 
be contented to be at Ais allowance, and rejoice, that we are in 
the general told, that when Chrift, the firft-born of the family, 


‘fhall make his fecond triumphant appearance, we /hall alfo ap- 


pear with him in glory, new drefled from the grave,.to adorn his 
train, and transformed into his illuftrious image, not only with 
refpect to the glories of the body, but the brighter glories of the 
immortal /pirit. With him we {hall have an abundant entrance 
into his everlafting kingdom, and for ever experience the eflicacy 
of that near and intimate vifion of him, which we fhall there en- 


joy, to transform us into the 


Nir 0: 
ning, which none have been wild and 
enthufiaftical enough to affert. It mutt 
therefore, I think, be underftood only as 
exprefling a jtrong difinchination to fin, in 
the kind and degree referred to before. 
And it is certain, there are many paflages 
ef fcripture, in which the word, eannot, 


fame likenefs from glory to glory. 


>) 

RAB 
mutt be taken in fuch a latitude. Com- 
pare Luke xiii. 33. Heb. ix. 5. Neh. vi. 
3. Numb, xxii. 18. And this phrafeology 
Raphelius well illuitrates by fimilar patiages 
from the claffics. See .dnnot. ex Polyb. 

in loc. 
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Ver. x 


296 They are reminded, that they /bould love one another 


Ss. pd O, that, in the mean time, we may all feel the energy of this 
—&, bese’ hope to purify our fouls, that our hearts and difpofitions 
Yon may correfpond to our expectations ! When Chriff came in hu- 
3.5,8 man flefh, it was with this important purpofe, that he might take 
away fin, that he might deftroy the works of the devil, and reduce 

to order and harmony that confufion and ruin, which Satan by 

his malicious infinuations had introduced into the world.  Ble/- 

fed Fefus! rnay this thy benevolent defign be more and more ef- 
fe€tual. May the empire of fin and corruption, which is the em- 

‘pire of hell, be entirely fubdued, and thy celeftial kingdom of 
grace and holinefs advanced. And may none deceive them/elves, 

7 nor forget, that he alone is righteous, who prattifeth rightecufnefs. 

By this let us judge, of ourfelves, whether we are the children of 

9,10 God, or of the devil. And inftead of flattering ourfelves that 
though we do commit fin with allowance, yet there may be fome 

pons feed of God {till concealed in our hearts, let us judge of 
ry having received this regenerating Jeed, by its tendency to- 

siete us from fin, and the victories it enables us to gain over 

its deftructive wiles and infufferable tyranny. 


B&B CoD, Ve 


The apoftle difcourfes of the neceffity and importance of brotherly 
love, as a diftinguifbing mark and charaéterijtic of the children 
of God. +1 John Il. 11, to the end. 


1 JoHN II. x1. 1 JouN IIL. rr. 
Ars ECT. ¥ MENTIONED the want of brotherly love, as POR this is themef 
an argument of not belonging to God; and. _ age that ye heard 
from the beginning, 
‘x John a little confideration may serie you, That gt lyed are feonta bare 
IIL. 11. ig indeed fo. For this, as you know, is the mef= one another. 
fage which you heard of us the apoftles and mi- 
nifters of Chrift, from the beginning of our ap- 
pearance among you, as our Lord had frequent- 
ly in perfon inculcated it, and almoft with his 
dying breath, that we /bould love one another; , 
12 And that we fhould not be as Gain, [who] was 12 Not as Cain, 
moft apparently of the wicked one, and barba- whewas of that wick- 
‘ A . ed one, and flew his 
roufly few bis own innocent and pious brother. j-other. And where. 
And for what caufe did he flay him; truly for fore flew he him? 
this, becaufe his own deeds were evil, and thofe Becauie his | own 
his brother right rconfequence of which Worss were evil and 
of his bre Se ier eee it eho Wa" which ‘his brother’s righ- 
he was difapproved, and his brother approved teous. 
by God; and this excited not his repentance, | 
but his envy and hatred, which at length fettled 
into 


for he who loveth not his brother, abideth in death. 297 
into the moft rancorous malice, and produced § ®¢T- 


‘13 Marvel not, my 
brethren, if the world 
hate you. 


14 We know that 
we have paffed from 
death unto. life, be- 


that horrible effect. And as there is a great 
deal of the fame malignant temper remaining 
in the world, and there are many, in that fenfe, 
though not by natural defcent, of the feed of 
Cain, wonder not, my brethren, if, under this 
influence, the world hate you. But we, on 
the other hand, know that we are paffed over, 


caufe we love the from the boundaries and territories of death, to 


brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother, 
abideth in death. 


15 Whofoever ha- 
teth his brother is a 
murderer: and ye 
know that no mur- 
derer hath eternal 
life abiding in him. 


16 Hereby per- 
ceive we the love of 
God, becaufe he laid 


. down his life for us: 


and we ought to lay 
down our liyes for the 
brethren. 


2 Paffed over from death to life.) This 


thofe of life *, becaufe we unfeignedly love the 
brethren; as they are the children of God as 
well as ourfelves, and the members of one body 
with us. 


in {piritual death, and muft for ever continue in 
that miferable ftate, if the frame and temper of 
his mind be not entirely changed. 

And this you may eafily apprehend, if you 
confider, that every one who hateth his brother, 
is a murderer; and were it not for the reftraint 
of human laws, that private malice which is 
harboured in his thoughts would produce, as it 
did in. the inftance of Cain, a€tual murder. 


He that loveth not [his] brother, can 
have no good principle, but neceflarily abideth. 


aed 
1 John 
III. 13. 


14 


15 


And ye affuredly know, that no murderer hath 


eternal life abiding in him, nor can any perfon 
of that deteftable charater enter into the celef- 
tial kingdom, the region of perfect love. 
Jefus Chrift, who reigns in that blefied world, 
has given us various and numberleis proofs of 


an unparalleled charity ; andit is in this, above, 


all the other inftances of it, that we know by ex- 
perience the greatnefs of Ais love, as he hath 
laid down his life for us»: and we in imitation 
of fuch an example ought to be ready to lay 
down [our] lives for the brethren ©, when the 


good 
ROU, Fer Bese 
as equivalent to Aéts xx. 28. in which, as 


is faid even of the beft of men; which 
implies by a {trong confequence, that 
they are, as it were, born in the land and 
territories of death; o'r that the gofpel finds 
them in fuch a condition, as to be liable 
to condemnation and deftruction, to the 
execution of a capital fentence. And it 
feems to mé, that fuch oblique expreflions 
{peak fuch truths as thefe, in a manner 
peculiarly convincing and affecting. 

b We know his love, as he hath laid down 
his life for us.] ‘This text, as it ftands in 
our verfion, has generally been mentioned 


he who laid down his life for us, is God, 
as well as man, God is faid to have done 
that which the man united to bim did. 
But it is not to be denied, that many 
copies, which I here follow, read only 
aviv inflead of @ev: hereby we perceive 
H1s Jove. And there are many places, 
where the relative evidently refers to a 
remote antecedent. Compare Heb. vil. 2. 

note >, 
© Lay down our lives for the brethren.] 
That is, when the life and happinefs of 
many is concerned, we ought to be wiliing 
te 


16 


298 Therefore they fhould not love in word but in truth. 


SECT. good of his church, or of any number of our 


Cy: 
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x John 
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fellow-Chriftians requires it. And if we 
ought to be willing to die for the good of others, 
how much more to relieve them in any of thofe 
necefhities, which require us only to impart to 
them a little of our fubftance? Whofoever there- 
fore hath the good things of the prefent world, 
and when he feeth his brother in neceffity, Jbut- 
teth up his bowels from him ; fo that he will not 
impart any.thing out of his own abundance for 
his relief; ow dwelleth the love of God in him, 


or with what face can he -prefume to call him- 


18 


felf a Chriftian ? 

My little children, let me fpeak freely to you 
on this head, and /et us not love, merely in word 
or in tongue, not content ourfelves with any ex- 


~ ternal and complimental expreffions of regard ; 


x9 


20 


21 


but let our actions approve the fincerity of our 
profeffions, and fhew that we love in deed and 
in truth. And in this we know, that we are 
of the truth, and that we are real Chriftians, 
and in the confcioufnefs of this /ball affure our 
hearts before him, when we draw nigh in the 
exercifes of devotion. For if our own heart 
condemn us of any evil which we {fecretly in- 
dulge, while we preferve our characters in the 
fight of men unfullied, we may well be thrown 
into terror and anxiety; knowing that Ged is 
infinitely greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things without exception ; fo as continually 
to view numberlefs follies, which we never ob- 
ferved, or have entirely forgotten, and num- 
berlefs aggravations attending each, which it 
was impoflible for us fully and diftin@ly to con- 
ceive. But, beloved, if cur heart condemn us 
not, but we have the teftimony of our confciences 
before him, as to the fincerity of our repentance 
and faith, and the integrity of our general walk 
and converfation, [then] have we that confidence 
and freedom of fpeech before God in our addref- 
fes to him, which nothing elfe could give us, 


and 

N}L0 ge: 
to facrifice our own. If one only were to 
be refcued on fuch terms, the argument 
would in a great meafure fail, unlefs that 
one were of fo great importance, that in 
dying for him we died for many; and 


P-. 34 
the heathens themfelves faw the obligation 


17 But whofo bath 
this world’s good, 
and feeth his brother’s 
need, and fhutteth 
up his bowels of 
compaffion from him, 
how dwelleth the 
love of God in him? 


18 My little chil- 
dren, let us not love 
in word, neither in 
tongue, but in deed 
and in truth. 


19 And hereby we 
know that we are of 
the truth, and fhall 
affure our hearts be- 
fore him. 


20 For if our heart 
condemn us, God is 
greater than our 
heart, and knoweth 
all things. 


21 Beloved, if out : 
heart’ condemn us 
not, then have wecon- 
fidence towards God. 


to fubmit to death in fuch a cafe, though 
they were unacquainted with that noble 
motive to. which the apo/f/e here refers. 
Compare Cicero di officus, Lib. i. cap. iii. 


24 And whatfoever 
we afk, we receive of 


‘him, becaufe we keep 


his commandments, 
and do thofe things 
that are pieafing in 
his fight. 


23 And this is his 
commandment, That 
we fhould believe on 
the name of his Son 
Jefus Chrift, and love 
one another, as he 
gave us command- 
ment. 

24 And he that 
keepeth his tom- 
mandiments, dwell- 
eth in him, and he 
in him: and hereby 
we know that he a- 
bideth in us, by the 
Spirit which he hath 
given us. 


We fbould love one another. 


269 


and which it is impoffible we fhould have, while Sic: 


we know that we deal deceitfully in any inftance, 
either with him or our fellow-creatures. 


Be 


And pone 


we know, that whatever we af; we fhall ré= tliat 


ceive of him, if fubfervient to our trueft good, 
becaufe we are confcious of a prevailing care to 
keep his commandments, and to do the things which 
we have reafon to apprehend are pleafing in his 
ight’; which he,, as the righteous God, will be 
pleafed with, when proceeding from a fincere 
principle of faith in Chrift, and attended with 
thofe humble regards to him, which the imper- 
fections of our own obedience, in its beft eftate, 
will require. And this is his great command, 
That we fbould believe in the name of his dear Son 
Fefus Chrift, and endeavour to grow more ia 
that blefled principle of faith in him ; and that 
we fhould unfeignedly and cordially love one a- 
nother, as he hath fo ftrongly and affectionately 
charged us to do. 
to have that communion with God, to which I 
exprefled, in the beginning of my epiftle, fuch 
a defire to introduce you : ‘for he that keepeth his 
commandments, abideth in him, and he, that is, 
God, abideth in that man: and in this we farther 
know, that he abideth in us by fuch an intimate 
union, even from the {pirit which he hath given 
us, and which is the token and effect of his ha- 
bitation in us; producing in our fouls by his 
gracious operation, the image of God, and 
forming us to an intimacy with, and nearnefs to 
him. 


' LMP REO POE MF N~2 


O 


Tuar the Divine Spiritwhich God hath given to dwell in be- 
lievers, and by which he him/e/f refides in them, may teach 


us more effectually this great leflon of Jove, which is fo agreeable 
to the purpofes for which he was conferred! Let us abhor the 
temper of Cain, as much. as we abhor the actions it produced, 
and dread the doom they incurred. As for that hatred of the 
world, which in a fteady adherence to our duty may probably 
fall to our lot, let it by no méans furprife or difcourage us. It is 
furely enough to fupport our fpirits under the malice and outrage 
of a wicked world, that if we are fteady and confiftent Chriftians, 
we may know, that we aré paffed from death to life. O blefled 
tranfition! O the adorable riches.of Divine grace to which it is 

Vou. VI. I Oe @w- 


ool 


And this is the true way 44 


& 
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Reflections 'on the obligations to Chriftian love. 


Sect. owing! May the ardour of our love to our brethren render this 
5: happy change more and more apparent: and may this Chriflian 


benevolence be:fo ardent in our hearts, as to make us willing, 


Ver. 16 when certain duty requires it, even ‘to lay down our lives for them; 


I 


z 


I 
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having been ourfelves diftinguifhed with the like token of the 
fove of our Divine Mafter, who /pared not his own life for us; 
and O, what are even thoufands of our lives in comparifon of Ais! 
And fhall we then, while our brethren in the Lord are in neceffi- 
ty, be tenacious of our fubjtance ?, When we are furrounded with 
plenty, fhall we be unwilling to impart a little of our abundance 
for their relief, or content ourfelves with the charity of words, 
which coft us nothing, while we with-hold the things that are 
needful for them? How will fuch fhameful, deteftable hypocri/y 
difgrace all our pretenfions to the love of God: but let us treat all 
hypocrify either towards God or man, with deteftation and ab- 
horrence. Let us /ove, not only in word and in profeffion, but iz 
deed and in truth, and rather chufe that our actions fhould exceed 
our engagements, than difappoint in any inftance the expecta- 
tions we have’ raifed. 

Of what infinite importance is it to have confidence towards God 
in all our addrefles to his heavenly majefty! And if we defire this 
to be the cafe, let us reverence our own confciences; avoiding eve- 
ry thing which would caufe our hearts to condemn us, in the 
prefence of him who is greater than our hearts, and knoweth all 
things. And while we rejoice in this, that they do not condemn 
us, let us be very careful that we examine them thoroughly, that 
we be not impofed on by a falfe anfwer, as it is to be feared ma- 
ny, through a fuperficial inquiry, are, whofe expeCtations are the 
moft fanguine, and whofe pretenfions are the loudeft. Let us 
remember this great f{ummary of Chriftian duty, that we believe 
in the name of the Lord Fefus Chrift, and that we keep his com- 
mandments, and do the things that are pleafing in his fight. An 
obedience, {pringing from fuch a faith, a faith, verified by fuch 
an obedience, will give us a comfortable hope, that our prayers. 


. fhall be accepted of God now, and our perfons accepted hereaf- 


ter to eternal life. men. 


ee 


Son © VI. 


The apoftle cautions the Chriftian converts againft being deceived 
by feducing, fpirits ; and direéts them how they may diftinguifh 
between the fpirit of truth and the Spirit of error. 1 John IV.. 
I,---12. 


1 Joun IV. 1. \ r Joun IV. x. 
I is neceflary, my beloved, that inthe circum- PEoyen, believe 
- {tances in which we are placed, I fhould cau- nok 


tion 


‘ chrift, 


Many falfe prophets were in the-world: 


mot eévery = fpirit, 
but try the fpirits 
whether they are of 
God : becaufe man 


falfe prophets are 
gone out into the 
world. 


} 


2 Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of God : 
every fpirit that con- 
feffeth that Jefus 
Chrift is come in the 
flefh, is of God. 


3 And every fpivit 
that confefleth not 
that Jefus Chrift is 
come in the flefh, is 
not of God: and this 
isthat fpirit of anti- 
whereof ye 
have. heard that it 
fhould come, and 
even now already it 
is in the world. 


4 Ye are of God, 
little children, and 
have 


tion you againft creduloufly fubmitting to every 
one who pretends a Divine in{piration for what 
he fays : believe not therefore every pretended /pi- 
rit *: but make trial of the fpirits, whether they 
be indeed of God or not: for it is certain, that 
many falfe prophets are gone forth into the world, 
boafting a Divine miflion, and thereby laying 
{nares for the fouls of men, with fuch artifice, 
that might, as our Lord expreffes it, (Mat. xxiv. 
24.) deceive the very elect if it were poflible. 
Now in this ye know and may diftingwith the Spi- 
rit of God, which is the Spirit of truth, from 
that of error: every fpirit that confeffeth Fefus 
Chrift, who is come in the flefb », that pays a be- 
coming deference to his authority, and the Di- 
vine difcoveries which he hath made, is of God: 
there cannot, in the general, be any better -at~ 
teftation of any fpirit than this, that it tends, in 
its agency and operations, to promote the ho- 
nour of the great Redeemer. And you may, 
on the other hand, be fure of this, that every 
pretended /pirit of revelation, that doth not con- 


fefs and do homage to Fe/us Chrift, who is come 


in the flefh, is not of God: and indeed this is, 
on the contrary, the very [/pirit] of antichrift ¢, 
of whom you have heard in the Divine oracles 
and predictions which our blefied Lord deliver- 
ed concerning this laft time that he is coming, 
and is now in fome meafure already in the world. 
But, my dear children, ye are of God, and have 


Over= 
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a Believe not every fpirit.] Many pre- 
tended to the charaéter of the Meffiah; and 
others, in an extraordinary manner to be 
fent and infpired of God; and this they 
did with a view of turning away Chrifti- 
ans from their faith and hope. ‘The apo- 
jile here, by a fhort turn of argument, 
demonftrates that they were indeed im- 
poftors, from this very attempt. 

b That confeffeth Fefus Chrift, who is 
come in the fleji.} So the words, 0 ouora- 
yis Inowy Xpisov ev caput erndvbolu, may 
very well be rendered; and indeed they 
muift be fo in this conneétion, for the 
bare confeffion of Chrift’s incarnation 
would not have been fufficient to have 
cleared them from the fufpicion of being 
impoftors. To confefs Fefus Chrift, feeros 
to mean, not barely profeffing fome kind 
of regard to him, but yielding a regular“ 


QO0,% 


confifient homage, and, as it were, har~ 
monizing and falling in with his de- 
fign, ‘ 

© This is the [pirit of antichrift.] From 
hence fome have argued, that the pope 
cannot be antichrift, becaufe he confef/es 
Chrift; and that it muft neceflarily be 
fome entirely oppofing perfon or fect, and 
which does not bear the Chriftian name: 
but the interpretation above obviates this 
obje€tion; for it is certain popery is an 
ufurpation entirely inconfiftent with a 
due omage to Chrift, and founded upon 
principles moft cppofite to thofe of his 
government and religion. It is faid to 
have been already in the world, as the 
ambitions, impofing, perfecuting {pirit, 
which is the very effence of antichriftian- 


-ifm, did then greatly prevail. 


ad Ye 
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Whereas the apoftles were of God. 


Sect. overcome them in all their {nares and delufions 4, 


6. 
t 


becauje greater and more powerful by far is he 


: John that is in you, than he that is in the world: the 
IV. 4. Son’of God, who ftands at the head of that in- 


tereft in which you aré imbarked, and who aids 
you by the mighty communications of his Spi- 
rit, is infinitely too ftrong for Satan, the great 
head of the apoftafy, and for all his confede- 
rates. They of whom I have now been {peak- 
ing, are of the world, and they know how to 
manage their affairs in a manner which will be 
pleafing to it: therefore they [peak as of the world, 
as taking their inftructions from it, they give 
their followers worldly hopes and expectations, 
and the world greedily hears them, and drinks in 
their fallacious maxims, to the unfpeakable de- 
6 trimentoftheintereftsof truereligion. | Where- 
as, on the contrary, we are of God, and have ap- 
proved ourfelves to be fo, by fuch irrefiftible 
evidence, that I may now venture to fay, that he 
who knoweth God, and experiences the govern- 
ing influence of Divine fear and love, heareth 
and regardeth us ©; but be wha is not of God, 
doth not attentively and obediently hear us; and 
by rejecting our teftimony, attended with fuch 
evidence, proves himfelf deftitute of all true re- 
ligion. After fuch a feries of miracles, as have 
been wrought in confirmation of the gofpel, 
and other proofs attending it in their days, it 
may be laid down as a teft; fo that dy this we 
may fufficiently know, and difcern between the 
Spirit of truth and the fpirit of error, as the 
one 
NiO) BALES; 


have overcome then 3 
becaufe greater is he 
that is in you, than 
he that is in the 
world. 


sg They are of 
the world: therefore 
fpeak they of the 
world, and the world - 
heareth them. 


6 We areof God: 
hethat knoweth God, 
heareth us; he that 
isnotof God, heareth 
notus. Hereby know 
we the fpirit of truth, 
and the fpirit of er- 
ror. 


ad Ye—have overcome them.] That is, 
your doétrine have prevailed againft fome 
whe deferve the name of antichrift, as 
undoubtedly al! who appofed the Chrifti 
an intereft in fome meafure did; and as 
you have the true miraculous gifts of the 
Spirit, to which they falfely pretend, it is 
foon feen, that the advantage is clearly on 
your fide. 

€ He who knoweth God, heareth us.] 
Bifhop Bu// thinks, the meaning of, this 
is, ‘* Regard our temper and condudé, 
** and compare it with that of thofe who 
oppofe us, and you will find a carnal 
principle continually prevailing in 
them, and a /piritual principle govern- 
ing us; in confequence of which you 


ee 
6 
6 
& 


. 


** may know’ affuredly that we are of 
© God, and they of the world.” Compare 
Bulls Serm. 1. p. 11. TL yather think, as 
Archbithop Tillotfon has {tated it, (vol. 
Ill. p. sor.) He confiders the Chriftian 
religion as now fo abundantly demon/trated, 
that it might be made a fe/? by which o- 
ther pretences might be tried; and to 
thofe who have received it upon full evi- 
dence, it. muft be fo. Thus the Jews 
were directed to judge, and obliged to 
condemn, a prétended prophet, as ipfo fac~ 
to, proved an impo/tor, if he attempted to 
turn them afide from the revelation which 
God had given by Mofes. Deut. xiii, 
I,;—3- i 


§ Le 


Every one who loveth, is born of God. 303 


one receives, and the other rejects, this Divine Scr. 
: 6. 
fyftem. Ai na 
; 7 Beloved, let us But think it not enough, fpeculatively to ad- : John 
laa bea Sees mit its authority. Let it be your great care lV. 7. 
every one that loveth; practically to acknowledge it; and efpecially to 
ae of God, and the purpofes of mutual benevolence. Yes, my 
gone Ged. beloved, let us love one another £; for love is as 
: really from God, as truth itfelf; and every one 
who loveth, every one in whofe heart this Di- 
vine principle reigns and triumphs over the fel- 
fifh and contrary paflions, fhews by it that he 
is born of God by his regenerating and transform- 
ing grace, and that he truly knoweth God; he 
makes it appear, that he judges rightly of God’s 
nature and will; and that his acquaintance with 
him has made deep and powerful impreflions 
8 He iba Aeveth on his heart. Whereas he who loveth not, § 
not noweth not * os re 
Gol: forGodislove, Whatever he may pretend, hath not truly known 
God; for God is love, its great fountain and ex- 
emplar; he recommends it by his law, and pro- 
duces and cherifhes it by his influences 5 and the 
vie, : 
due contemplation of him will naturally inflame 
our hearts with love to his Divine Majefty, and 
to our fellow-creatures for his fake, whofe crea- 
_9 In this was ma- tures they are. And in this great inftance is 9 
nifefted the love of the Jove of God, of which I now fpeak, when I 
God towards us, be- 2 7 
caufe that God fent fay that God is himfelf love, in the moft illu- 
hisonly-begottenSon ftrious manner manifeficd, and difplayed in and 
into the world, that towards us, that God fent Jefus his only-begotten 
we might live thro . 
hin, and well-beloved Son into the world, that we, 
condemned and miferable finners, might live 
through him; that the fentence of death, to which 
we were obnoxious, might be reverfed; that we 
might be quickened to a: principle of fpiritual 
life, and fo conducted to the poffeffion of life 
10 Herein is love, everlafting. _ Yes, firs, Imuft repeat it again, 1 
pot that we loved that your hearts, and my own, may be the more 
God, but that he : x esas F 
lovea deeply affected with it, herein is love, not in- 
deed that we loved God, for we were, on the con- 
trary, in a ftate of enmity to him, in which, un- 
folicited and untouched by his love and grace, 
we fhould have perfifted and perifhed; dut that 
i he 
Nw Or Te. : 
€ Let us love one another.) It is re- tle children, lowe one another. And the im- 
ported, that when the apoftle John was portance of the argument by which “he 
grown old, and paft preaching, he ufed here inforces /ove, juftifies the repetition 
to be led to the church at Ephefus, and of it fo frequently. 
only fay thefe words to the people, Lit- 
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Refeclions on the fpirit of truth and error, &c. 


he loved us, and in boundlefs compafiion to our loved us, ape fent his 

neceflities and our miferies, ‘(/ent his Son [to be] Some Pa ea: 

a propitiation for cur fins; to make atonement 

to his injured juftice for our offences, and fo to 

introduce us on honourable terms to his favour. , ; 

And let me make this important inference from: y+ Beloved, if God 

it, my beloved, if God fo loved us, how ought we fo loved us, we ought 

to love one another, in imitation of his Divine: ave to love one ano- 

example, from a fenfe. of the happy ftate into  —~ 

which we are brought, and in gratitude to him 

for fo ineftimable a favour? And the infe-- 12 No man hath. 

rence has the greater weight, as no man hath ict oe iB ie *oeua 
Y ‘ . . . . we love one ano- 

ever feen God, or can feé him, fince he is in his ther, God dwelleth 

own nature invifible, and poffefled of fuch eflen- in us, and his love is 

tial perfections, that it is impoflible that any ex- PcFfetted in us. 

preflions of love and duty from any of his crea- 

tures fhould in the leaft degree increafe his hap- , 

pinefs. But as he is the great fountain of bene- 

volence, if we love one another, it appears that 

God dwelleth in us, and that his love ts perfected 

in us; for this is the beft proof we can give of our 

love to him, and of the prevalence of his grace 

in our hearts, transforming us into his image. 


bes IG BRS RIDE gE RE ME OIA TS 


We Uae of error has been working, in fome meafure, in all 
ages of the church; nor are we to wonder, if, having infeft- | 
ed that of the apo/iles, it be tranfmitted to ourown. It is necefs 
fary therefore to try the /pirits, whether they be of God: and we 
may fafely try them by the homage they pay to Chriy; and this 
not merely to his name, but to the genius of his religion, and 
to the great fiandard of it, which he hath left upon record in his 
word, that it might not be that uncertain thing which the fan- 
cies or traditions of fallible men might have rendered it.. Anti- 
chriftian principles and powers have arifen, but God has enabled, 
and he will enable the remnant of his people to conguer them; 
Jor the fpirit in them is greater than that which is in the world. 
That may hearken to feducers as they accommodate their doc- 
trine to its prevailing lufts and paflions; but let ws remember 
that the ee is now eltablithed as a ¢eff, and may we admit, _ 
or reject, all human teachings, as they agree, or difagree with it. 
If we read and hear it to any valuable purpofe, it will teach us 
to love one ancther: that great leffon of our Divine Mafter, with, 
telation to which we have /ine upon line, and precept upon pre- 
cept. If we value ourfelves in any degree upon knowing God, 
let us give this proof of it, without which all our moft {ubtile 
“ rs {pe- 


° They who have the fpirit of God dwell in him ; 


{peculations. or debates concerning his nature and perfections 
will be utterly vain. And that we may attain to this, let us 
frequently contemplate that incomparable difplay of his love to- 


wards us, in fending his only-begotten Son into the world, that we 


might live through him. Let us daily confider our lives, as de- 
rived from that great act of mercy and grace; and that it is thro’ 
Chrift alone, as thus given us of God, that we can obtain and 
fecure life eternal, fince in him we receive the only appointed 
propitiation for thofe fins, which would otherwife have obftruc- 
ted the paflage of all good to us, even from the great eternal 
fountain of felicity. He hath prevented us with the bleflings of 
his, goodnefs: we did not love him, but he firfi loved us. O that 
this love on Ais part, may produce the warmeft return on ours ! 
and let us teftify the fincerity of this affection, by remembering 
how it ought to influence our hearts to benevolence, as well as 
devotion. And as we cannot fee God at anytime, nor extend any 
act of beneficence to him, let us fee his image with due regard 
in every Chriflian, and in fome degree in every human creature, 


that we may exprefs our love to sim, by doing good to them for 
his fake. 


\ 


"ea a Soa ta VI. 


The apoftle farther urges the excellence of love, as a fubftantial 
proof of our knowing God, and dwelling in him; and as bring- 
ing the greateft honour to God, and affording the trueft compo- 

\ fure and confidence to thefoul. 1 John IV. 13, to the end. 


r JouNn IV. 13. I JouHN TY: 13. 
HE® esx know we Have been mentioning love as an argument 
that we dwell in of our union to God; and I muft now add, 


‘him, and he in us, 


hecaufe he hath given that 7 this allo we know, that we abide in him, 
us of his Spirit. and that he dwelleth in us, becaufe he hath given 
tous the communication of his Spirit, which 

operating in us by its gracious influences, fets, 

as it were, the mark of God upon us, and there- 

_. by affures us that he owns us as his, and is be- 

14 And we have come our God: And animated and fealed by 
feen and do teftify, this Spirit, as we have /een and known by un- 
eee anes Oya doubted evidence ourfelves, fo we courageoully 
viour of the world. feffify to others, how hazardous foever the bear- 
ing that teftimony may be, that the great al- 

mighty Father of all hath fent Jefus the Son, 

under the high character of the Saviour of the 

world, and that it is in, and by him alone, how 

proudly foever the infidel world may reject 


and 
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16 


Sy 


18 


as they alfo do, who dwell in love. 


and difdain him, that eternal falvation can be 
obtained.  Whofoever, ina fteady and uniform 
manner, fhall confefs, that Fefus is the Son of 
God *, maintaining this profeflion of faith with 
refolution and zeal, and acting in conformity to 
it, gives the happieft proof that God dwelleth in 
him, and that he dwelleth in God: there is a 
bleffed union between God and his foul; fo that 
it is, in the language of {cripture, (Ifa lvii. 15.) 
the habitation of God, and he may be faid to be, 
as to his affections and hopes, with God in hea- 
ven, and fhall ere long, in his complete perfon, 
refide there. And we have known, and firmly 
believed the love whichGod hath unto us; for as we 
have again and again taught you, and know not 
how to ceafe inculcating it, God is himilelf love, 
and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him» this is the bond of union, and the 
pledge of its perpetuity. (Compare ver. 8. and 
12.) » And herein is love perfected in us, that 
notwithftanding all our acknowledged and Ja- 
mented imperfections, we may have boldne/s and 
confidence in the great ‘day of univerfal judg- 
ment °, in that as he our Father and our God 
is, foare we in fome prevailing degree, even 
while we refide in this world, fo far as the im- 
perfections of that mortal life, to which we are 
here confined, will admit. 

And happy are they, who are arrived to fuch 
a temper and character as this ; for there is no 
fervile and abject fear in love, but perfect love 
cajteth out fuch fear from the foul, in which it 


res 

N oO 
a Whofoever fall confejs, &c.} Bifhop 
Hopkins accounts for this, and fuch pafla- 


Pet MS: 


Chriftians were judged : 
faid, The perfeétion of Jove is 


15 Whofvever fhall 
confefs that Jefus is 
the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and 
he in God. 


16 And we have 
Known and believed 
the love that God 
hath to us. God is 
love; and he that 
dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. 


17 Herein is our 
love made perfedt, 
that we may have 
boldnefs in the day 
of judgment: be- - 
caufe as he is, fo are 
we in this world. 


18 There is ne 


fear in: love; but 
perfeét love cafteth 
out 


as if it had been 
when it 


ges, by obferving, that in the primitive 
times there were no temporal inducements 
to embrace Chriftianity ; and confequent- 
ly moff of the profeffors of it a€ted upon 
confcience, and it might be charitably 
hoped they were indeed regenerate. See 
his Works, p. 520. 

b Dwelleth in God, and God in bim.] 
Perhaps when John wrote this epi/tle, he 


‘might refer to that excellent prayer of our 


bleffed Lord, which he has recorded in his 
gofpel, and to fuch paffages of it as John 
XVIi. 22, 23. 

© In the day of judement.) Some by 
this phrafe underftand the day in which 


indvecs us to maintain the canis of Chrift 
before judges and perfecutors, that we may 
be conformed to him, whofe life was in a 
manner a continued: feries of fufferings; 
whereas the violent fear of death, which, 

where it prevails, is a formenting paflion, 
is ineonfiftent with the perfect love of 
Chrift. This is the fenfe which Dr Bates 
gives to this paflage. Bates’ Works, p. 924. 
But the dey of judgment has generally a 
different fignification from what this ex- 
plication gives it; and therefore I chufe 
to paraphrafe the words after the manner 
in'which they are w/ually underftood. 


d How 


He who loveth God, mift alfs love his brotber. 


out. fear;  becaufe 
fear hath torment. 
He that feareth, isnot 
perfe in love. 


19 We love him, 
becaufe he firft loved 
ns. 


20 Ifa man fay, I 
love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a 
liar: for he that lo- 
veth not his brother 
whom he hath feen, 
how can he love God 
whom he hath not 
feen? 


t1 And this com- 
thandment have we 
from him, That he 
who loveth God, love 
his 


refides. 


3 


And this is a very defirable effet; be- Secx. 


caufe fear hath torment, it throws the mind in- | 
toa moft uneafy fituation; but he that feareth, x john 
is not made perfect in love. Study therefore to 1V. 18. 


increafe more and more in that noble affection 
of love to God, and you will find your felf-en- 
joyment rifing in proportion to it. And re- 
fleét upon this with all humility, that if we do 
indeed experience any thing of that Divine prin- 
ciple in our hearts, we mutt freely acknowledge, 
that we love him, beeaufe he firft loved us. He 
hath not only given us natures capable of thefe 
fublime aétings, and poured in upon us, from 
their firft original, numberlefs providential boun-, 
ties; but hath alfo appointed his Son, to lay a 
foundation for our happinefs in his own blood, 
and his Spirit, to diffufe that grace in our hearts, 
by which they are formed to every fentiment of 
pious gratitude. 

And let .this alfo be remembered, as of the 

laft importance, that if any one Jay, I love God, 
and hateth his brother, how high foever his pre- 
tences to devotion may be, aryl to whatever fer- 
vouts he may carry his zeal, he is a liar; for it 
is impoflible, that the love of God fhould be fin- 
cere in the foul, which is deftitute of this bro- 
therly affeGtion; as will appear, if you confider 
what peculiar advantages we have for engaging 
our hearts towards thofe with whom we are 
tonyerfant ; for how can he, who loveth not his 
brother whom he hath feen, love God whom hé 
hath not feen 4? The invifible nature of the Di- 
vine Being is, in this refpect, an obftacle, 
which our weak and carnal minds cannot be ex- 
pected eafily to conquer ; And itis certain, 
that the negle&t of this benevolent difpofition 
would be an high inftance of difobedience to 
him, fince we have this exprefs comamandnient 
from him, that he who loveth God, and profeficth 
him- 
INS OME OEE. 


_ d How can he, who loveth not bis brother, 
whom he hath feen, love God, &c.] Mr 
Howe obferves, that the apoitle feems to 


take it for granted, that we are nior'e difpofed- 


to the love of our fellow-creatures than to 

the love of God. Mr Seed has charmingly 

iluftrated this text, (Ser. vol. I. p. 390-) 

and obferves, that we rife to the love of 
You. Vi. z 


God from the Jove of cur fellow-creatures § 
as to the know/edge of God, by the know- 
ledge of the creatures.—Hardly any text 
was evet more fully illuftrated than this, 
in thofe pofthumous fermons of the great 
Mr Howe, which were publifhed by Mr 
Fletcher. 


Plp 
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308: _ Reflections on the love of God, and our brother. : 
Sect. himfelf religious, /bould alfo love his brother. his brother  alfes 
oo; And God hath hereby, in effet, declared, that 
r John he will treat thofe as his enemies, who pretend 
WV. 21- to devout zeal, while they are deftitute of bro= 

therly love. 


D6 ME RR) On FF ARE aN Fy 


Har all thefe repeated exhortations may not be entirely in 

+ vain, let us now call our hearts to a deep and affectionate 

Ver. 14 contemplation of the aftonifhing love of God, that he hath fent 
even his Son to be the Saviour of the world, according to the tef- 
timony of this Divine herald, who beheld his glory, and witnef- 
fed it to be fuch a glory, as became the only-begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of ‘grace and truth; (John i. 14.) 

Let us think of the world as /o/, of the whole race of rational 
creatures in it as peri/bing, as going down to eternal perdition. 
But a Saviour is provided: and O, what a Saviour? The Son of 
God, that almighty Deliverer, to whom our falvation was dearer 
than his own life. So dear, that he was willing to be invefted 
with mortal flefh, in order that he might be capable of enduring 
pain and death for our redemption. Have we not herein /een and 

16 known the love of God to us? ‘That love, wherewith he has fo gra- 
cioufly prevented"us; for furely nothing can be more apparent 
r9 than this, that if we do indeed Jove Aim fincerely and faithfully, 
it is becaufe he hath firft loved us. And therefore, inftead of 
boafting of our love to -him, as if we could make him our debtor, 
let us humbly acknowledge that he is the great Original and fup- 
port of that beatifying affeCtion of the human mind; and that 
our obligations to Aim are great, in proportion to the degree in 

*s which we feel it working in us. Let us be encouraged boldly 
to confe/s Chrift as the Son of God.’ Let us feek after more per- 
fee love to him, and to the Father, as that which tends to make 
the mind happy by ca/ffing out every tormenting paflion, and to 
eftablith it in an humble éo/dne/s amidft the moft awful profpeats. 

17 It is matter of deep lamentation, that our fpirits fhould be fo de- 
generate, as that while we are ftrongly imprefled by /enfible ob- 
20 jets, we fhould be the lefs inclined to Jove the blefled God, be- 
caufe he is an invifible Being. Let us adore his goodnefs, that 
in condefcenfion to our weaknefs, he hath made himfelf vifble 
in the perfon of his Son; and as Chri/? has conftituted our bre- 
thren, in fome degree, his reprefentatives, to receive, as in his 
name, the tokens of our kindnefs and affeétion, let us-be ftudi- 
ous, by our Jove to them, and particularly to the poor among them, 
ar who have peculiarly this honour; let us, I fay, be ftudious to 
approve the fincerity of that love to him, which we fo univerfally 
profefs, and the abfence of which were fo inexcufably criminal, 

| Be, Gaya 


‘y HosvurveEr be- 


' 


. He is born of God, who confeffes Fefus is the Chri/t. 


ere Alee Cilate 0 VI. 


The apoftle farther difcourfes of the charaéter of thofe who are born 
of God, particularly defcribing them as lovers of Chrift, as con- 
querors of the world, and as courageoufly maintaining the gof- 
pel; on the witneffes to which, both in heaven and on earth, he 
more efpecially enlarges. 1 John V. 1,---12. } 
tJoUun Ver. 9” 1 Joun V. 1. 

Hares been dif@ourfing of the privileges of 

the children of: God, Jet me a little farther 
illuftrate, and remind you of the great effentials 
of their charaéter; that you may judge the bet- 
ter of your own concern in what is faid. And 
here nothing is of more importance than to ob- 
ferve, that every one who truly believeth that Fe- 

Jus 1s the Chrift, fo as to have his heart duly af- 

fected with the belief, without which faith does 

not deferve its name, is born of God *: he is 
brought to that Divine temper by the influences 
of the Spirit of Ged upon his heart, and in con- 
fequence of this, he may be affured of his adop- 
tion. And every one who loveth him that begat, 
loveth him alfo that is begotten by him: we na- 
turally love the children of our common friends, 
and much more will the children of our heaven- 
ly Father be dear to us, if we bear a becoming 
2 By this we know affection to him. And we may take the fame 


lieveth that Je- 
fus is the Chrift, is 
born of God: and e- 
wery one that loveth 
hioi that begat, loveth 
him alfo that jis be- 
gottenof him. 


that we love the chil- 


dren of God, when 
we love God, and 
‘keep his command- 


~ ments. 


a Ts born of God.] 


apoftle may here refer to the vain boafts 


truth likewife the other way, and fay, that iz 
this we know that we love the children of God, 


if we love God, and keep his commandments °. 
For 

1 ig C elas Sie Oya oi 
It is probable the caufe we love bis children.” Poff. Ser. 


vol. (I, p. 102. "To the common reading 


which the Jews made of being the children 
of God, while they fet Chrift at defiance, 
and poured the greateft infamy on his 
name and caufe. Mr Locke quotes this 
place to prove that this was the only fwx- 
damental of the gofpels but it is evident, 
this propofition may be underftood in ve- 
ry different fenfes; and confequently there 
is no room to lay all the ftrefs that he 
fuppofes may be laid, on fuch an expref- 
fion. 

b In this we kuow that we love the chil- 
dren of God, &c.]- Dr Clarke fuppofes 
this claufe to be tranfpofed, and that it 
Should be read, By this we know that we 
Zove God and keep his commandments, be- 


it has been objected, that the medium is 


39. 


more odjeure, than va pe to be learnt ' 


from it. Dr Bates anfwers, that the a- 
poftle {peaks concerning our knowing 
that our /ove to the brethren is of the truce 
Chriftian ftamp: now a ftrong internal 
principle of love to God may be more felf- 
evident to the mind, as lefs in danger of 
being confounded with a merely human 
affe€tion, or benevolent inftin&. Bases’ 
Works, p. 695. Some have queried, whe- 
ther it might not be tranflated, Hereby, 
even in that we love the children of God, do 
we know that we love God, and keep his 
commandments. 


Ppz 


pace) 


And the victory over the world 15 our faith. 


Sect. Fer certainly if our love to the children of God 


8. 


Lac 


arife from truly religious motives, it will be an 


x John uniform thing, and all the other precepts of God 


eZ 


will have a fuitable influence upon our hearts 
and lives: whereas any pretended benevolence 
of temper, which leaves us rebels to the autho- 
rity of the common father of the family, is a 
mere natural impulfe, and deferves not the no- 
3 ble name of brotherly love. Wonder not, 
that I infift fo much on the influence of religi- 
ous principles on the life and converfation, For 
this is the love of God, this is the great evidence 
we are to give of it, that we impartially keep 
all his commandments, without allowing ourfelves 
in the violation of any one of them. And to a 
mind influenced by true love, 4is commandments 
are not grievous: as they are all moft equitable, 
reafonable, and gracious in themfelves, all adap- 
ted to promote the true happinefs of our lives, 
fo we fhall find, that fervent love will make 
4 them all misun and delightful to us. Be- 
caufe, whereas the great obftruCtion to keeping 
God’s commandments is the influence of world- 
ly motives and confiderations on the mind, 
whatever is bern of God, every fon and daugh- 
ter of his, not excepting even the feebleft, con- 
quers the world, and would defpife and trample 
upon all the glories of univerfal empire, if op- 
pofed to the favour of his heavenly Father. 
And this is the great vidlory that conquers the 
world, the grand triumphant principle which 
accomplifhes things which appear fo incredible, 
[even] our firm faith in the great articles of the 
Chriftian religion; particularly, that Chrift is 


the Son of God, that he came into the world to* 


redeem us from its lufts and vanities, and that 
he will affuredly conduct all his people to feats 
5 of infinitely greater and nobler felicity. And 
indeed, as this is the happinefs of true Chrifti- 
ans, ns only of them; for who is he that can- 
quers the world, except it be he that believeth 
that Fefus is the Son of God? The great princi- 
ples peculiar to our Divine religion, a fenfe of 
redeeming love, and the profpect of fuch a fu- 
blime and perpetual happinefs as the gofpel opens 
upon us, can alone be fuflicient to teach us to 
triumph over thefe tranfitory vanities, and to 
efta- 


} 


3 For this is the 
love of God, that we 
keep his command- 
ments: aud his com- 
mandments are not 
grievous, 


4 For whatfoever 
is born of God, o- 
vércometh the worlds 
and this is the vidto- 
ry that overcometh 
the world, even our 
faith, 


5 Who is. he 
that overcometh the 
world, but he that - 
believeth that Jefns is | 
the Son of God ? 


There are three who bear witnefs in heaven : 311 


eftablifh a uniform character, fuperior to the Secv. 
re variety of temptations with which we can be ° | 
affaulted : while the boafted triumphs of others, ; John 

upon meaner principles, have been very partial. v. s. 
and imperfect, and they have evidently been 
fubdied by one vanity, while they have gloried 
in defpifing another. 

This Jefus, of whom we have now been fpeak- 6 
ing, is he who came by water, and by blood*; 
even Jefus the Chrift, whofe great defign it was 
both to cleanfe ahd purify his people, and to 
make an atonement to God for their fins. He 
came not by water only, did not only inftrud 
men in the pureft morals, or fet them the moft 
perfect and complete example; but by water, / 
and blood. He fhed his moft precious blood to 
expiate our offences, and God gave, as it were, 
a fenfible intimation of thefe united purpofes, 
when there’ came out of his wounded fide, a 
ftream of blood and water, which defcended in 
fuch a'‘manner, as that each might evidently be 
diftinguifhed from the other. And the Spirit is 
that which witneffeth, the extraordinary commu- 
nication of the Spirit to his fervants is the moft 
glorious atteftation of all; for we well know, 
that the Spirit is truth; and when we -confider 
the wonderful manner of its interpofition, we 
can no longer doubt of the truth of whatever fhall 
be attefted by fuch an authority. 

And indeed, when I confider this, I may 7 
fay, that whereas the law admitted the concur- 
rent teftimony of two witnefles as valid, we 
have as it were a double trinity of witnefles, 
one in heaven, and the other on.earth, to fup- 
port this moft momentous truth. For there are 
three, who bear witnefs to it 4, [in heaven, the 
Father, by whom the {cheme of our falvation 
was 


6 This is he that 
came by water and 
blood, even Jefus 
Chrift; not by water 
only, but by water 
and blood. And it 
is the Spirit that 
beareth witnefs, be- 
eaufe the Spirit is 
4ruth, 


» For ther€ are 
three that bear record 
in heaven, the Fa- 

ther, 


NigOe DgeiieS. 


© Came by water and blood.] I think it 
a great miftake of Mr Cradock and fome 
others, to imagine that this relates to ex- 
ternal wafbing and Jewith facrifices. 

d There are three who bear witnefs, &c.] 
As it would be altogether unfit, to intro- 
duce into fuch fhort xofes as thefe are in- 
tended to be, acritical diflertation upon 
the authority of this celebrated text; I 
fhall content myfelf with referring to what 
fo many learned perfons as have engaged 


in the controverfy, have written on each 
fide: but [ thought myfelf obliged to in- 
timate fuch a remaining doubt at leatt, 
concerning its authenticity, as T have done 
by inclofing it in crotehets. 1 am periva- 
ded the words contain an important truth; 
but whether they have been added by 
fome, or omitted by others, contrary 
to the original copy, 1 will not pretend to 
determine. 


€ The 


312 If we receive the witne/s of men, a more ie of Cod ba 


arta 


was originally projected, and who revealed it 
fo early to the church by the prophets; the Di- 


1 John vine Word, whofe great bufinefs it was, by fuch 


\ 5 fe 


_ there are three on earth, whobear witnefs,} 


humiliations, labours and fufferings to bring it 
into execution; and the Holy Spirit *, who feals 
and applies it to believers: and thefe three are 
one, as in the agreement of their teftimony ; fo 
likewife in the perfections of their nature, and 
each ‘worthy of thofe Divine honours, which 
cannot be communicated to any creature. Aad 
the 
Spirit, fent down from heaven in its fanCtifying 
and miraculous operations, which full continue 
to produce the nobleft effet; and the water of ; 
baptifm, and the reprefentation made of Chrifl’s 

blood in the facramental wine f, which are in- 
tended, throughout all ages, to keep up the re- 
iaeta boosts of thefe wonderful facts, and to 


bear, as it were, their teftimony to this myite-. 


rious Perfon, who united in himfelf humanity 
and deity, and came by water, and by blood 3 

and thefe three agree in one; they join to ae 
vance the fame end, by eftablifhing the gofpel 
in the world. . And if we receive the teftimony 
of men, which in many cafes we cannot, without 
the moft palpable ablurdity, reject, furely the 
teflimony of God is worthy of infinitely greater 


credit; for this is the teftimony of God, which be 


10a 


hath anand concerning his Son, recommend- 
ing him thereby to our moft dutiful and obedient 
regard; that by a firm faith in him, and adhe- 
rence to.him, we may conquer the world, and 
ll the enemies of our falvation, He, whe 
upon this teftimony éclievetd in the Son of God, 
hath not only an external evidence to produce, 
which may fuflice for the conviction and con- 

dem- 


ther, the Word, and | 
the Holy Ghoft: and 
thefe three are one. 


8 And there are 
three that bear wit- 
nefs in earth, the 
fpirit, and the wa- 
ter, and the blood ; 
aaa thefe three agree 
in one. 


9 If we receivethe 
witnefs of men, the 
Witnefs of God is 
greater: for this is 
the witnefs of God, 
which he hath tefti- 
fied of his Son. 


ro He that belie- 
yeth on the Son of 
God, 


KO 
© The Father, the Word, and the Holy 


Spirit. | The Father, Mat. iii. LOset ie 
xvii. 5. John xii. 28. ‘The Word him- 
felf, Aéts vil. $5.36. IX. 3, 4. Rey. 1 
10, &c. The Holy Ghoft, John i. 32, 33. 


f The water and the blood.| By the wa- 
ger, Mr Jeffries underitands the baptifm of 
Chrift, and the miracles which were 
wrought on that occafion; as the defcent 
of the Spirit, and the voice from heaven ; 
and by the blood, the death of Thrift, whith 
he willingly fuffered, and demonitrated 


ROE gS) 


thereby that he was no impo/for, efpecially 
as he predi€ted fo many extraordinary 
circum ttanees attending it, See his Re- 
view of the Contraverfy with Collins. O- 
thers interpret the bicod here {poken of, 
pf the blood of the martyrs fhed in confir- 
toation of Chriitianity, and the water, of 
the purity of the lives of Chriftians. 1 
con'efs it is a difficult text; but, on the 
whole, prefer the fenfe given in the para- 
phrafe 
& 
8 Hath 


and his witnefs is, that we have life in his Son. 33 


God, hath the wit- 
nefs in himfelf: he 
that believeth not 


‘God, hath made him 


aliar, becaufe he be- 
hieveth not the record 


that God gave of his 


Son. 


‘ And this is the 
record, that God hath 
given to us eternal 
Mfe: and this life is 
in his Son. 


12 He that hath 
the Son, hath life: 
and he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath 
not life. 


/ 


demnation of the unbelieving world, but from 
the time in which. he experiences the efficacy of 
his faith, hath alfo the witne/s within himfelf 8: 
the happy change it makes in the whole ftate of 
his foul, manifefts the excellence and reality of 
its object. But he that believeth not Ged, offers 
him the groffeft and moft infufferable affront, 
for he in effe€t makes him a liar ; charges him 
with atteflting the moft notorious falfehood in 
the moft folemn manner; becaufe he hath not 
believed in the teftimony which Gad hath teftified 
concerning his Son by fo many prophecies, and 
other miraculous interpofitions, to demonftrate 
the truth of his miflion. So that if this may 
be rejected, it cannot be conceived, how he fhould 
ever be able to give any convincing proof, that 
he teftifies any thing at all. And this is, in 
one word, the fubftance and abridgement of this 
teftimony, that the blefléd God hath, in his infi- 
nite condefcenfion and bounty, given unto us 
the promifes of eternal life; and this life is in 
his Son; purchafed by him, and laid up in him, 
to be beftowed according to his pleafure ; and 
therefore only to be obtained through him. . So 
that 4e who hath an intereft in the Son by alive- 
ly and operative faith, Aath this eternal /fe in 
the fure pledges and beginnings of it in his own 
heart, and fhall fhortly enter on the complete 
enjoyment, though in himfelf acknowledged to 
be ever fo unworthy of it; and he who hath not 
an intereft in the Son of God, bath not life, what- 
ever proud conecit he may entertain of his own 
merits and excellencies; but on the. contrary, 
remains expofed to the righteous difpleafure of 
God, and under a fentence of eternal death. 


1 M- 


Nits Onl us se ; 
capable of being proved, either from-this 


€ Hath the witne/s within himfelf.| Some 
have confidered and explained this, as if 
the meaning were, that every Chrifiian did 
in thofe days receive fome miraculous proofs 
of his religion, by fome communication 
of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit; in 
confequence of which he might, by look- 
ing within bim elf, know the certaily of 
the gofpel. But I think this affertion in- 


paffage, or any other; and ean prefer no 
fenfe of this celebrated text, to that which 
Dr Watts has fo largely eftablithed and 
illuftrated in his fermoens upon it; to which 
therefore [refer my reader with the utmoft 
fatisfaGtion. Walts Sermons, vel. 1, Seri. 


1,—ill. 


SECT, 
8. 
Lewd 
1 Joh 
V 10. 
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Reflections on the teftimony which God hath Riven US. 


Le RP ORO Vi Ma Mace tov wee 


oT ET us regard the grand queftion, on which our life, our eter- 

nal life is fufpended! I mean, whether we have, or have nots 
the Son of God! Let us then examine into this important matter 
with the greateft attention. Let us hearken to, and receive the 
tefirmony of God, as comprehended i in this one word, that God hath 
given, even to us, dying, perifhing men, eternal life ; and this 
life is in his Son. Let us receive this tranfcendent gift with all 
humility and thankfulnefs ; and fo much the rather, as it is given 
us in him. By firmly believing this, we thall conquer the world, 
and gain a'victory of an infinitely different and more exalted na- 
ture, than they, who are ftrangers to Chrii, or who reject hims 


4 ever have done, or can pofhbly do. 


May our ftedfaft faith in him furnifh us with a fubftantial atteft- 
ation that we are born of God; and may we prove it to be fincere, 
by loving the children of God, and by keeping all his commandments. 
We mutt furely acknowledge, that his commandments are reafon- 
able; and if we have a genuine Jove to God exifting in our hearts, 
it will render the obfervance of them pleafant and delightful. 
And if we are not poffeft of that evidence of love, which arifes 
from 4 difpofition to obedience, let us remember, he hath fairly 
and frequently warned us, that 7o other expreflions of love, how — 
fervent’and pathetic foever, will be accepted, or allowed by him. 
That our faith may be confirmed, and our love awakened, let us 
often look to ‘Chrift, as coming by water, and by blood. “Let us 
meditate on that myfterious ftream of blood and water, which came 
forth from his wounded fide. Let us folemnly remind ourfelves 
of the baptifmal water, in which we were wafhed, and of the /a- 
cred cup, the communion of the blood of Chri/t, referring to this 


_ great important event. And while we are contemplating the me- - 


morial of his humility, let us alfo confider ‘him as one with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit ; and as each of the facred three join 
their te/ffimony to the truth of the gofpel, and join their kind of- 
fices for fupplying to us the invaluable bleffings of it, let us joy- 
fully afcribe glory to each, world without end. Amen. 


ee 


SO RES IX. 


The apofile concludes his epiftle; declaring its general defign to be 
the confirmation of their faith; and reminding them of the en- 
couragement they had to hope, that their prayers fbould be heard, 
for themfelves, and for others, who had not finned unpardonably. 
And he then adds a reflection on the'happy difference, which the 

kuow- 


St Fobn wrote, that they might believe on the Sun of God. 315 


knowledge of God in Chrift made between them, and an ignorant 
and wicked world, 1 John V. 13, to the end. 


‘ 


rJoun V. 13. 1 Joun, V. 13: 
Shoe © Sningp have A ND now, to draw towards a conclufion; S®°?- 
Y written unto you 9- 


cid belie ve vlan the thefe things have I written to you, who be- 


3 € wv 
name of the Son of lieve in the name of the Son of God, to confirm 1 John 
God; that ye may your faith, and eftablifh your joy, that ye may ¥* #3 
know that ye have e- } h 
ternal life, and that “”0w; that, if your attachment to him is of the 
ye may believeon the right kind, you have, in confequence of it, an 
Ochi of the Son of intereft in eternal life ; and that, this hope ope- 

é rating to produce the fubftantial fruits of “ge- 
: nuine and univerfal obedience, ye may yet more 
} fully and ftedfaftly beheve on the mighty and Di- 
vine name of the Son of God*. Then you may 
be affured of the certain truth of his religion, in 
proportion to the degree in which you inward- 
ly éxperience its noble effeéts ; and may in con+ 
fequence of this, keep your hearts continually 
‘ . fixed upon him, in the many important views 
rq And this isthe in which faith exhibits him. And this is the 14 
confidence that we confidence which we have towards him, as our 
have in him, that if i I sg God’ 
we afk any thing ac- Prevalent nterceflorand mighty Saviour at God’s 
cording to his will, right-hand ; that if we afk any thing according 
he heareth us. to his will, he heareth us ® graciouily ; that he 
j . obferves and takes notice of all our petitions. — 
15 eh a ke And we are fure his is riot an ineffectual notice; 15 


that he hear us, what- 
foever we atk, we 
‘know that we have 
the petitions that we 
defired of him, 


for if we know that he heareth Us) whatfoever we 
ajk, we know, as a farther confequence, fince 
he is ever able to carry all his gracious purpofes 
into immediate execution, that we /ball certain- 
ly have an accomplifhment of thofe petitions 

which we have afked of him‘; fuppofing, as i 


faid 

‘ NOT 7B, 486 i 
a That ye may believe on the name of the that Chriftians are urged in the New 

Son of God. | It is manifett, the apoftle Teftament to believe in Fefus Chrift. 

does not in this epi/t/e; to eftablith their b That if we afk any thing according to 
faith, produce the evidences of Chrifianity his will, he heareth us.]  Aychbilhop 
and argue upon them. But the good di/- ‘Tillotfon fuppofes this refers particularly 
pofitions, which his whole difcourfe has a to the epoji/es. (Compare Mat. xviil. 
tendency to promote, would certainly 18, 19. John xiv. 13, 14. Xvi, 23, 24.) 
have a flrong influence to confirm their But fo few of the apoltles could be con- 
faith ; as fiieh difpoficions would appear cerned in this advice of St John, and 
to be the effect of the gofpel ; and as an there are fo many promifes of the anfwer 


“ardent zeal in the teachers of the ofpel to 
promote them, was a {trong eonhrmation 
of their being faithful witneffes to the 
great faéts which shad before been re- 
ceived upon their credit.—I Jook upon 
tris as a itrong text to prove, in oppofi- 
tion to what Dr Whitby Kas advanced, 

Vou. VI. x 


Qa 


of praycr fcattered up and down in the 
Old and New Teftament, = Dr Clark, 
on the Promifis, cap. iii. § vi.) that I 
would by no means hi confine the in- 
terpretation. 

c Tf we kyow that he pee eth—we fhall 
have the petitions. | Hearing cannot, i‘ 
the 


316 


9. 


There is a fin unto'death, not to be prayed for. 


Sect. faid before, they are agreeable to his will; and 


it is always his will, that his, people fhould be 


ao truly happy, and be fupplied with every necef- 


Vi rg. 


16 -And let me now a 


16 happy creature who is fallen into it. 


fary good. 


regard to the cafes, in which it may be proper 
to remember offenders in. our prayers: if any 
one fee his brother commit a fin, (which is] not 
unto death, that is, any fin, but that which is 
marked out in the awful words of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift as unpardonable ; he /ball afk, and 
may hope that, through the Divine goodnefs, 
he foall give him life : he may cheerfully expect, 
thateGod will return in mercy to thofe who fin 
not unto death. There is indeed a fin, [that is] 
unto death, 1 mean, fuch an apoftafy from Chri- 
{tianity, as is attended with blafpheming the 
operations of the Spirit of God, and afcribing 
them to Satan: and J /ay not, that he, whole 
aid may be requefted on fuch a fad occafion, 
Should pray concerning that 4; for Chrift has 
told us it {hall never be forgiven in this world, 
or the next. And as nothing but a miracle of 
Divine grace, never to be expected, can reco- 
ver a perfon in fuch circumftances, it is bet- 


ter to wave the petition, how much foever we. 


may be difpofed to lament the mifery ofthe un- 


dd one precaution, with 


16 If any man fee 
his brother fin a fin 
which is not unto 
death, “he fhall afk, 
and he fhall give hint 
life for them that 
fin not unto death. 
There is a fin unto 
death: I do not fay 
that he fhall pray for 
it. 


~ 


Every in- 


17 All unrighte- 
{tance 


ouf- 


NO STEP Ss 


the preceding verfe, fignify merely know- 
ing what we fay; for then there would 
be no reafon to limit the aflertion to our 
afking any thing according to his will: 
and it'may feem, that if we take it for 
anfwering our petitions, it is a mere tau- 
tology: it is therefore -neceffary to in- 
terpret the former claufe of taking notice 
of us, the other of operating mm confe- 
quence of that notice. ‘The almighty 
power of God to fulfil all his gracious pur- 


_pofes in favour of his people, feems to 


be the medium on which the inference is 
grounded. 

dT fay not that he foould pray concerning 
ihat.| It feems to be intendéd as a brand 
fet on a perfon who had been guilty of 
the fin here fpecified, that he was not to be 
prayed for by his converted fellow-Chri/ti- 
ans. Some indeed would interpret this 
fin of the more heinous kind of offences 
punifhable with death by Auman laws: 
but I can fee no fort of reafon for refuling 


the charity of our prayers to-perfons in 
{uch circumftances. Others think it re- 
fers to the cafe of i//nefs ; but there is no 
exprefs mention of it here; and it feems | 
to have been taken for granted without 
reafon, that this text is parallel to James 
v.14, 15. It-is certain, that illnefs in 
cafe of a capital crime would not delay the 
execution. The popith diftin€tion between 
mortal and venial fins will however ap- 
pear to have no foundation in this text 
upon the interpretation we have given, or 
indeed. upon any we have mentioned. 
The chief difficulty remaining is, how it 
could be known, that the apoftafy in 
queftion was attended with fuch circum- 
ftances as made it the unpardonable fin ? 
Where it was moft difficult to diftinguith, 
the gift of difcerning fpirits might infalli- 
bly decide it: where it was dubious, cha= 
rity would ‘incline to the milder extreme 3 
and conditional prayer might however be 
offered. 

i ©. The 


eufnefs is fin: and 
there is a fin not unto 


death, 


18 We know that 
whofoever is born of 
God finneth not; but 
he that is begotten of 
God, _keepeth him- 
felf, and that wicked 
@netoucheth him not. 


19 And we know 
that we are of God, 
and the whole world 
lieth in wickednefs. 

20 And we know 
that the Son of God 
is come, and hath 
given us an under- 
ftanding that we may 
Know him that is 
true: and we are in 
him that is true: even 
in his Son Jefus 
Chrift.. This is the 
true God, and eternal 
life. 


2 


21 Little children, 
keep 


And thereis afin not unto death, 


{tance of unrighteoufne/s is indeed fin, and every 
breach of his law mutt be difpleafing to God, 
and be efteemed matter of juft cenfure and la- 
mentation : but there is a fin, not unto death, 
in the fenfe juft afligned. There are indee 

many, from which it evidently appears, that 
perfons may be recovered; and in all fuch cafes, 
Chriftian charity will require you to pray for 
your brethren. And from this dreadful evil 
Divine grace will preferve every good man ; for 
we know that whoever is born of God, does not 
Jin, in this terrible and ruinous manner; 6ut he 
who is born of God, diligently keepeth him/elf 
from it, and Satan the wicked one, who is the 
great abettor of all evil, doth not touch, or come 
near fim, but is immediately repelled in his firft 
affaults. We Chriftians do indeed know, that 
we are of God; and the whole world lieth in wick- 
ednefs ©: it is in fubjeCtion to the wicked: one, 
and lies wounded and flain under him. But 
we know, that, when the whole human race 
was in this helplefs and miferable condition, the 
Son of God is come, and hath given us an under- 
fianding, that we may know him that is true ; 
and we are in him that is true, even in the Fa- 
ther, and in Ais Son Fefus Ghrift : he is the true 


18 


19 


God, and eternal life ; he partakes with the Fa- | 


ther in proper deity; and our immortal life is * 


fupported by union with him. 
See to it therefore, my dear (ttle children, 
that you adhere to the worthip of this true God 
alone, 


NE aa 


© The world lieth in wickednefs.: 0 xor- 
pg oros tv Tw crovnpy xerlat.] The whole 
world here, as the whole creation, Rom. 
vili. 22. fignifies that part of the world 
in which Chriftianity was not received. — 
Some imagine, that by the world’s lying 
in wickednefs, ev rw covnpwa, the apo/ile 
refers to the abandoned wickednefs of the 
Roman emperors, by whofe means the 
moft enormous impiety and immorality 
was propagated throngh the whole empire 
by prefetts, officers and foldiers. Go/p. 
Truth, vindic. p. 174. Mr Reynolds, who 
fuppofes that he// is fituated in the air, 
obferves, that the earth, on that bypothe/is, 
Hes, as it were, in the fuburbs and frow- 
tiers of it. See his Inquiries concerning 
the Angelic world, p. 191. But I rather 
think, the word xeiJ«: alludes to the cir- 


Qqs 


~ lowed. 


Ss. 

cumftance of a body which Hes flair; in 
which fenfe it is eften ufed by Homer; 
and on this interpretation it gives us a 
motft compaffionable idea of the great mi- 
fery and helplefs {tate of mankind, fa//en 
by the ftroke of this formidable enemy, 
the wicked ane, (o-awovnpor,) and infulted 
over by him as his prey. 

f This is the true God.] ‘To paraphrafe 
this of the ¢rue religion, as a very celebra- 
ted divine does, is quite enervating the 
force of {cripture, and taking a liberty 
with plain words by no means to be al- 
It is an argument of the Deity of 
Chrift, which almott.all thof% who have 
wrote in its defence, have urged; and 
which, I think, none who have oppofed 
it, have fo much as appeared to anfwer. 


& Keep 


318 . Reflections on the helps given to confirm our faith ; 
Sect. alone, and keep yourselves from idols ® of every keep yourfelves from 
—., kind; whom the jealous God will not fuffer to idols, Amen. _ 
x John fhare with him, either in the offices of religious 
V.2x. worthip, or in the fupreme affection of the mind. 
‘Amen: may you be fo kept and preferved to 
eternal life! . 


EPP SR ROPE AME ae INGE 


y -ET us thankfully own the Divine goodnefs, in giving us fa 
many helps for the confirmation of our faith; and learn the 
‘importance of its being thus confirmed, from that variety of pro- 
vifion made for its eftablifhment. The declared end of the apo- 
Ver. 13 ,/e/e in writing this epiftle was, that they who believed in the name 
of the Son of God, might more firmly believe in it. Lord, increafe 
our faith, and with it our zeal for him, in whofe name we be- 
lieve, and our love to each other, for his fake: then fhall we have 
4,15 eternal life, the gift of God in Chrift Fefus our Lord; and in the 
mean time may addrefs the throne with cheerfulnefs, and prefent 
our petitions in a pleading and confident hope, that afking what 
is agreeable to bis will, (and all that he knows to be fubfervient 
to our trueft intereft is fo,) he will hear us, and we fall receive 
the things that we afk. Encouraged by this promife, with what 
boldne/s may we come to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy, and grace to help in every time of need !. (Heb. iv. 16.) Let 
6 his compaflion to us teach us to have compaflion on our brethren, 
on our afflicted brethren; yea, on thofe, whofe mi/carriages have 
evidently brought their afflidtions upon them. Let us not too 
foon pronounce the cafe of a finner opele/s ; but rather fubject 
ourfelves to the trouble of fome fruitle/s attempts to reclaim him, 
than omit any thing, where there may be a poffibility of fucceed- 
ing. May Divine grace awaken all to ftand at the remoteft 
diftance, not only from the unpardgnable fin, but from whatever 
might difhonour God, and endanger our own fouls: for every 
fin is deadly and malignant, though eyery one be not the fin 
xy unto death. May we keep ourfelves, and be kept by Divine 
grace, in {uch a manner, that the wicked one may not touch us; 
¥8 but all his attempts be turned into his own fhame and confu- 
fion ! 


And 

NEO eke 
8 Keep een from idols,] Arch- daifm, though guilty of no idolatry ; and 
bilhop Tiilotfon (vol. II. p. 488.) who in- the caution here fuggefted, may be very 


terprets the fin unto death, as fignifying 
total apafta/y from the Chriftian religion 
to the heathen idolatry, urges this claufe, 
the connection of which with the context 
he thinks not elfe to be accounted for, as 
proof of it. But a man might commit 
the fig unto death by falling back into Ju- 


well accounted for, from the general cir- 
cumftances of the church near that time, 
even though there fhould be no fuch im- 
mediate connection between this claufe and 
the preceding context, as the Archbithop 
fuppofes. ; 


and on our boldnefs of accefs to the throne of grace. 319 


And O, may God excite our pity to a world which lies in wick- ‘SECT, 
ednefs ; aad animate us to ufe our utmoft endeavours, to recover . * 
thofe out of the fnare of the devil, who are led captive by him at his Ver. 19 
pleafure. (2 Tim.ii. 26.) May we be made fenfible of the rich 

_ and diftinguifhing grace of God, if we can fay that we are, not 
only by an external profeffion, but an inward union, in him that zz 
is true, in the Lord Fefus Chrift. Him let us adore, as with the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit, the true God. Wim let us feek, as 
eternal life ; and let us keep ourfelves from all thofe idols, which 
would alienate our regard from God, and by the purfuit of which 
our eternal life might in any degree t endangered. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


120 uaeH, E 
FARAPHRA’S Evand-N OT E.S§ 


On the Second and Third EPISTLES 


St dl O H N. 


HESE epiftles have been very improperly ranked 
under the denomination, general or catholic; fince 
each is infcribed to a fingle perfon; one to a woman of 
‘diftinGtion, ftyled here the e/ec? Jady; and‘the other to 
- Gaius; probably the fame perfon with Gaius of Corinth, 
who is ftyled by St Paul his 4o/?, and is celebrated for his 
hofpitality to the brethren; a character very agreeable to 
that which is here given of Gaius by the apoftle John. 
There is no fixing the date of thefe two epiftles with any 
certainty. It ina great meafure depends on the date of 
the ff? epiftle; foon after which, it is generally agreed, 
_ both thefe were written. And this indeed appears ex- 
ceeding probable, from that coincidence both of fentiment 
and expreflion, which occurs in all thefe epi/fles ; and from 
hence it is inferred, that the ftate of things in the Chri- 
{tian church, referred to in thefe /maller epiftles, was very 
much the fame as it was at the time of writing the fr/? 
-epiftle, and thatethe apoftle having /ate/y written it, had it 
now particularly in his view, and the fentiments and ex- 
preflions of it prefent to his mind. And poflibly about 
Vol. VI. Rr the 


316 A General Introduction, &c, 


the fame time that he fent his fr/? epiftle to the Chriftians 
in general, he might fend his /econd to this honoured lady, 
and his fhard to his friend Gaius in particular, as a mark 
of peculiar regard. I fhall not here enter into the debate 
concerning the authenticity of thefe two epiftles, efpecially 
as I have already fuggefted on fome former occafions, 
fuch general fentiments as are very applicable on this. 

The brevity of thefe epi/fles renders it needlefs to give 
any other analyfis of them than I have done in the con- 
tents prefixed to each refpectively; to which I refer the 
reader. ) . 


A‘ PARA 


A 
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NO 


SECOND 
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Ha 
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The apoftle Fohn addreffing himfelf to a worthy Chriftian lady, ex ' 
preffes his joy in her good charattery and that of her childrens 
exhorts to continued love, and to guard againft deceivers, whom 
it would be dangerous to countenance and encourage; referring 


what he had farther to fay, till he fhoould make her a vifit. 


2 John throughout. 


2 JOHN 1. 
HE elder unto 
the 


HIS letter 


/ N O 

a The Elder.| The concealment of the 
name of the author can be no objection a- 
gainit afcribing it to St John; fince his 


~ name is alfo concealed in the fir/t efi/tle, 


which is univerfally allowed to be his. 
Nor was it cuftomary with this apoffle, in 
atly of his writings, to be free in men- 
tioning his own name. His ftyling him- 
felf the elder in this and the following e- 
pittle, is probably the reafon why they 
were afcribed by fome of the ancients not 


to the apoftle John, uniyerfally acknow- 
R 


2 JouHN I. 
is addrefled by John; well known 


in thefe parts by the name of the Elder *, 


called 

a AE: 
ledged to be the author of the fir/? epiftle, 
but to John, an elder or pre/oyter of E- 
phefus. He who would fee the teftimo- 
nies of the fathers, that the apoftle John 
was the author of thefe two epiltles, may 
confult the fecond part of Dr Lardner’s 
Credibility of the Gofpel-Hiftory. There 
can hardly be ftronger internal arguments, 
than the three epiftles, now commonly 
afcribed to St John, were the production 
of the fame author, then may be derived 
from that very remarkable firnilarity of 
rz r ieh= 
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y 


churches, fo the eleét lady», whom I need not 


ohn name, as her excellent Chriftian graces render 


1 her fo glorioufly diftinguifhed; and to her chil- 
dren whom F love in the truth, on thofe princi- 
ples which the gofpel, the great fyftem of truth, 
requires with re{pect to thofe who fo remarkably 
fupport and adornit. Nor indeed do J only love 
her and them, dut they are beloved al/o by all 
thofe who know the truth, and who have had any 
opportunity of forming any intimate acquaintance 

2 with them. Thefe amiable perfons are juftly 
dear to us all, becaufe of the truth which dwell- 
eth in us, and \ doubt not /hall be in us for ever. 
And. particularly fo deeply is it grounded in 

four mind and heart, that Iam perfuaded the 
relifh of it will never be loft, be the remaining 
years of life ever fo many, or the'events of them 

3 ever fo trying. _. May a rich aflemblage af e- 

very delirable bleffing, grace, mercy, [and] peace, 

be with you all from God the Father of all, and 

from the Lord fefus Chrift, the Son of the Fa- 

ther; and may it animate you to walk in truth, 

and in univerfal Jove, according to the tenor of 

that glorious gofpel with which he hath favoured 
ou. 

: I rejoiced greatly, when, in fome of thofe ex- 

curfions which I made for the fervice of the gof- 

pel, J found fome of thy children, walking in a 

manner agreeable to the fyftem of Divine truth, 

and according to the commandment which we have 

g received from God the Father. . And now I be- 

feech thee, my dear and honoured /ady, not as 

writing to thee a new and unknown command- 
ment, but that which we had from the beginning 
of our acquaintance with our Divine Matter, 
and the religion he came to ‘introduce, that we 

6 may all love one another... And ,this is that 

love, which alone can prove acceptable to him, 


that 


4 


W340. TE: Ss: 

fentiment and phrafeology which appears 24, dc: But the 
in them all, on the flighteft attention. means: convincing; 

b The elett lady.} Lord Barrington is 
of opinion the /ady here fpoken ef is the 
churcb at Jerufalem, /i/ter to that at Ephe- 
fas; , Barr. Mifcell. Sacr. p. §1. and the 
notion feems to have been taken from Dr 
Whitby. Compare Ifa. liv. rm Gal iv. 


{trong. objection againft it. 
that this /ady, ({tyled here exacx7n XUPI 
from whence fome have fancied her pro- 
per name was Ecletta, and other Cyria) 
was a perfon of contiderable diftinétion. 


St Fohn inferibes his epiftle to the elect lady ; 


Sect. called under that character, to prefide in the 
I. 


the eleé&t lady, and 
her children, whom 
I love in ‘the truth 3 
and not I only, but 
alfo all they that have 
known the truth ; 


2 For the truth’s 
fake which dwelleth 
in us, and fhall be 
with us for ever. 


3 Grace be with 
you, mercy, and 
peace from God the 
Father, and from the 
Lord Jefus Chrift the 
the Son of the Father, 
in truth and love. 


4 I rejoiced great= 
ly that I found of thy 
children walking im 
truth, as we have re- 
ceived a command- 
ment from the Fa- 
ther. j 

s And now I be- 
feech thee, lady, not 
as though |! wrote a 
new. commandment 
unto thee, but that 
which we had from 
the beginning, that 
we love one another. 

6 And this is love, 

that 


arguments are by no 
and ver. ro. feems 2 
It is probable 


- © Come 


and defires ree to beware of feducers. 


that we walk after 
his commandments. 
This isthe command- 
ment, that as ye 
have heard from the 
beginning, ye fhould 
walk in it, 


7 For many de- 
eeivers are entered 
into the world, who 
eonfefs not that Jefus 
Chrift is come in the 
flefh. This is a de- 
ceiver and an anti- 


chrift. 


8 Look to your- 
felves, that we lofe 
not thofe things 
which we | have 
wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward. 


Z19: 


that we fhould conftantly walk according to his 8*®°7- 


commandments ; and this is the commandment, as 


3 
Lvs 


ye have heard from the beginning, that ye fhould x aJebit 


walk in it: this was the great end of the gofpel, 
to give us proper directions for our condudt, 
and motives to engage us to act accordingly. 
And thefe rules and principles have been fo 
plainly and faithfully delivered to you, that I 
need not now fay any thing more in relation to 
them. 

I refer. you to thofe facred leffons into which, 
at your firft converfion to Chriftianity, you were 
initiated 5 becaufe many deceivers are gone out 
into the parti who confefs not that Fefus Chrift. 
is come in abel fieslo °. And this is a moft cer- 
tain mark of a deceiver and an antichrift; and 
if any would go about to refine upon the doc- 
trine of the incarnation and paflion of our blef- 
fed Redeemer, as if they were allegorical, and 
exprefled mere appearances, and not realities, 
whatever fublime notions he may pretend, he 
is to be rejected with abhorrence. Let me 
therefore befeech you, and all my Chriftian 
friends to whom this letter may come, that ye 
look to yourfelves, and let us ali attend to the 
caution, that we may not lofe the things we have 


“already wrought in the fervice of Chrift, but 


9 Whofoever tran 
grefleth, and abideth 
not in the doétrine 
of Chrift, hath not 
God; he that ‘abi- 
deth in the doétrine of 
Chrift, he hath both 
the Father and the 
Son. 

ro If there come 
any unto you, ard 
bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not 
into your houfe, nei- 
ther bid him God 
ee 

For he that 
biddeth 


perfevering and abounding in it, may receive 
the ample reward which I truft through Divine 
grace is laid up for us. For it ts certain, that 
every one who in this refpet tranfereffeth, and 
remaineth not in the doétrine of Chrift, hath not 
an intereft in God; but he that remaineth in the 
doétrine of Chrift, he hath both the Father and the 
Son, whole caufe and whofe favour are infepara- 
ble. And if any one come unto you, under 
the character of a religious teacher, and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into [ your 
houfe] to give him countenance and fupport, 
neither wifb him good fucce/s 4 For he that 

thus 

NeOe ees Ha os 


© Come in the ficfo.) The apojtle here 
alludes to the rife of thofé heretics who 
affirmed that Chrift only came in appear- 
ance. 


Jews, as Dr Lightfoot and Dr Whit- 
by obferve, were "forbid to fay 3u"X, OF 


d Wifo him good fuccefs.} ‘Thus the 


Gad-[peed, to an excommunicated perfon, or 
to come within et cubits of an heretic. 
But the apoftle muff not be here, under- 
ftood, as exclading the eonimon offices of 
humanity to {ach perfons; for that is con- 
trary.to all the gzeral precepts of benevo- 
lence 16 be found ia the gofpel. But te 
, have 


Io 


If 
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BECT. 


I. 


Reflections on Chriftian love ; 
thus fupports and maintains him, and wi/beth 
him good fucce/s, in a cafe like this, though he 


2 John does not actually engage himfelf to labour in it, 


Lora. 


12, 


13 


Ver. x 


is partaker of his evil deeds, avid in the fight of 
God and man, acceflory to the damage, which 
fuch a feducer may, in confequence of fuch en- 
couragement, bring upon the church. 

Having many other things to write unto you, 
which might have employed my pen in a much 
longer epiftle, Z would not, [do it] with paper 
and ink; but break off here; as I hope ere long 
to open my mind much more largely, when I 
come to yotty and {peak face to face, that our joy 
may be fulfilled; and we may have mutual rea- 


biddeth him God 
fpeed, is partaker of 
his evil deeds, 


1z Having many 
things to write unto 
you, I would not 
write with paper and 
ink; but I truft to 
come unto you, and 
{peak face to face, 
that our joy may be 
full. ees f 


fon toacknowledge, that we have received much 
greater fatisfaction than this imperfect method 
of converfe can afford. In the mean time, I 
fhall only add, that the children of thine eleét f- 
fter falute thee, and I join with them in the kind- 
eft wifhes which the fineereft friendfhip can 
form. And may God accomplifh them! Amen. 


13° The children 
of. thy eleé& fitter 
greet thee. > Amen: 


Balto Pi RoQ dngBe MoeinaNn Ff 


seh aks us obferve this delineation of a love truly Chriftian ; the 

love, which the ‘apoftle, and all who knew the truth, are faid 
to have had towards this, elec? and excellent lady, for the truth’s 
Jake which dwelt in her. Adored be that gracey which preferved 
her in fo high a rank of life, from temptations which could not 
fail to furround her! that grace, which rendered her an example 
of wifdom and piety, great and eminent in proportion to her ex- 
alted fityation ! : 

Nor can we forbear refleCting, how happy, in confequence df 
this, fhe herfelf was, poflefled of grace, mercy, and peace, from 
God the Father, and Jefus Chrift our Lord, in truth and lowe? 
What were all the fecular Aonours by which fhe was diftinguith- 
ed! What the poffeflion of riches, which in their own nature, 
and unimproved to the pious and charitable purpofes to which /be 
improved them, are very empty and unfatisfaCtory; what are 
thefe, when compared with fuch important dlefings! We cannot 


but rejoice, at this diftance of 


N O 
have received a feducing teacher into their 
houfes, and have given him fuitable ac- 
commodations, would have been thewing 
him fuch regard, and affording him fuch 
fupport, as indeed in fome meafure, 
would have made them an{werable for the 


time, and ignorant as we are of | 


the 
oes 
mifchief he might do in the church ; fuch 
favours being not merely offices of come | 
mon humanity, but of patronage and 
friend/bip ; and in the general, at leaft, a 
teftimony of their approbation, as well as 
Kindnefs, 


and on our obligation fo avoid deceivers. 


the name, fituation, and hiftory, of this worthy lady, that her chil- 
dren walked in the truth. Wt was a fingular joy to Joun, and 
may be foin a degree to:all; and may teach us to lift up our 
hearts to God in prayer, that all Chriftian parents, efpecially pi- 
ous mothers, and more particularly thofe, whofe character in life 
is fo eminently diftinguifhed, may enjoy this happinefs, and {ee 
the feed they are with fuch commendable indultry, /owing in the 
minds of their tender offspring, growing up, and bringing forth 
much fruit. 

We have, in the beloved apofle, an excellent pattern of a be- 
coming care, to make a corre/pondence with our Chriftian friends 
ufeful; which we thall do, if, like him, we are exhorting them 
to the cultivation of mutual Jove, and to a conftant uniform care 
in keeping the commandments of God: if we continue warning 
them againft the prevailing fins and crrors.of the day, and ur- 
ging them to a holy folitude, that they may not lofe what they 
have already attained; but may receive full reward for every 
work of faith, and labour of love, in confequence of a courle of 
refolute and perfevering piety. 

Perfons of the moft diftinguifhed goodnefs have need to be 

~ cautioned againft that exce/s of generofity and hofpitality, which 
might fometimes make them partakers with feducers in their evil 
deeds, by giving them their audience, and wi/hing them good fuc- 
cefs, while by their fair /peeches they impofe upon the fimplicicy 
of open and upright hearts, who, becaufe themfelves are void of 
fraud, are often void of /u/picion too. But there is a prudent 
caution to be obferved upon this head; and it is the part of faith- 
ful friendthip to fuggeft it ; for many deceivers are come out into 
the world. For our fecurity againft them, let us be always upon 
our guard, and take care to continue in'the datirine of Chrift; 
that fo we may have the Father, and the Son; and if we are in- 
terefted in their favour, we fhall ftand in need of nothing, and 
fhall have nothing of which to be afraid. Amen. 
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The apoftle Fobn, in this foort epiftle to Gaius, expreffes his con- 
cern for his profperity, and bis joy in the honourable charaéer 
he maintained for Chriftian candour, hofpitality, and zeal; 

- cautions him againft the ambitious and turbulent praétices of 
Diotrephes ; and recommending Demetrius to his friendfbip, re- 
fers what he had further to fay, toa perfonal interview. 3 John 
throughout. 


3 JouN tf. 
Bp RE elder addreffes this epiftle to the beloved 
and hofpitable Gaius *, whom I love in the 
truth, and hold as dear in the bowels of Chrift, 
from | 


3 JOHN ¢. 
'HE elder unto the 
well-beloved Ga- 
jus, whom I love in 
the truth. 


eee biay oo 


“4 Gaius.| We read of one Gaius of Co- 
rinth, Rom. xvi. 23. who hofpitably recei- 
ved the apaftle Paul when he went out to 
preach the gofpel gratis ; and if this were, 
as he feems to have heen, the fame, he 


was St Paul’s convert: nor is St John’s. 


calling him his chi/d an argument to the 


S fo 


contrary; fince in the general he addref- 
fes all Chriftians in the fame tender and 
affe@tionate ftyle, agreeable to the fweet-, 
nefs of his temper, and fuitably to his 
advanced years. Compare Dr Whitby in 
loc. 


b In 


3 34 


I. 


aad 
3 John 


ae 


4 Plary behaviour. 


St Fobn inferibes his epiftle to Gaius : 


Sect. from a regard to the advancement and honour of 


his gofpel. 
Beloved, I pray, that in every refpett» thou 
mayeft profper; and particularly, that thou may- 
eft be in health; as \ have reafon to believe, that 
thy foul profpereth ; for 1 doubt not, but that re- 
ligion flourifhes in thy heart, and abundantly 
juftifies my withing thee as healthful and prof- 
3 perous as thou art good. For I rejoiced great- 
ly when the Chriftian brethren. came from that 

_ part of the world in your neighbourhood, and 
teftified concerning thy truth °, as thou walkeft in 
the truth, and adorneft the gofpel by an exem- 
For indeed J have no great- 
er joy, than this thing gives me, that / may 
hear * my Chriftian friends, whether converted 
by me, or others, whom I look upon as my dear 
children, are walking in the truth, and accord- 

_ ing to thofe direCtions which our Lord Jefus 
Chrift himfelf, who is the Way, the Truth and 
the Life, has given us. And, beloved, I muft 
declare my entire approbation of thy condudt, 
and can openly bear my teftimony to it, that 
thou doft faithfully, whatfoever thou performeft 
towards, the brethren, and towards ftrangers ; 
thy behaviour to thy fellow-Chriftians known 
to thee, and to thofe with whom thou haft little 
acquaintance; yea, to all who have occafion to 
caft themfelves upon thy hofpitality, is much to 
the credit of the gofpel, and 1 doubt not but it 
. proceeds from a principle of true faith, and over- 
flowing 


NYO VESSE MS) 
b In every refpet : mepe waviov.] Our 


2 Beloved, I wifly 
above all things that 
thou mayeft profper 
and be in health, ¢- 
ven as thy foul pro{- 
pereth. 


3 For I rejoiced 
greatly when the 
brethren came and 
teftified of the truth 
that is in thee, even 
as thou walkeft in 
the truth. 

4 have no greater 
joy than to hear that 
my children walk in 
truth, 


s Beloved, thou 
doeft faithfully what- 
foever thou. doeft to 
the brethren, and to 
{trangers 3 


Englifh tranflation is, above all things. 
Mr Hallet would render it, above all per- 
fons: as if he had faid, you are the per- 
fon, for whofe temporal and fpiritual ad- 
vantaye I am concerned more than any o- 
ther. Hallet’s Notes and Difcourfes, vol. I. 
p. 61, 62. But the words may fo juftly 
bear the tran/flation 1 have given them, by 
which all manner of difficulty is removed, 
that f think it much preferable to either 
of the former. And it hath the fanétion 
of fo good an authority as Erafmus Schmi- 
dius, who tranflates it’ de omnibus. 

© Teftified concerning thy truth: ov rn e- 
anberc.} Some have iuppofed the apo/tle 
here means, that they bore witnefs to 
Gaius’ fincerity, and that this is the idea 


we fhould affix to aanGere in this place, in 
order to avoid that tautology which there 
would be in the next claufe, if we under- 
{tood him here to fpeak of his faith in the 
gofpel. But though it is allowed that waryn- 
Gere may fignify fincerity, yet if we fup- 
pofe that to be the cafe here, it will be 
neceflary to underftand it in two different 
fenfes in the fame fentence; and I think 
the latter claufe, walking in the truth, may 
have a further idea than merely his faith; 
which I have expreffed in the paraphraje. . 
d That Imay bear.) Dr Whitby takes 
notice of it here, as an obfervation which 
many have made, that the ute of the par- 


ticle wa for oft and olay is a peculiarity in 
St John’s ftyle. 


. Bring- 


And commends him for his hofpitality. 


6. Which have 
borne witnef$ of thy 
charity before the 
church : whom. if 
thou bring forward 
on their journey after 
a godly fort, thou 
fhalt do well: 


5 Becaufe that for 
his name’s fake they 
went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gen- 
tiles. 


8 We. therefore 
eught to receive fuch, 
that we might be 


fellow-helpers to the, 


truth, 


9 I wrote unto the 
church: but Diotre- 
phes, 


flowing love: to our common Redeemer. 
indeed many of the Chriftian ftrangers, who 
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And Seer. 


I. 


have been thus generoufly entertained by thee, a ebe 


have teftified very honourably concerning thy 
love before the church; whom thou doft well in 
bringing forward in their journey *, in a man- 
ner worthy of God, proceeding from a principle 
of Divine love, and correfpondent to the rela- 
tion in which you and they ftand to him. 
And whatever thou doft for them, our great 
Lord will take as done to himfelf; for it was on 
his account, and out of zeal for his honour and 
intereft, that they went out, abandoned their 
habitations, poffeflions, and callings, that they 
might fpread his gofpel; receiving nothing of 
the Gentiles £, among whom they laboured; that 
they might take off all fufpicion of thofe merce- 
nary views above which Divine grace had {fo 
far raifed them. We ought therefore all of us, 
who have any habitation of our own, hofpitably 
and refpeCtfully to receive fuch ; that, if Divine 
Providence do not give us an opportunity of laying 
ourfelves out, as they do, inthe minifterial oflice, 
we may become, as it were, fellow-labourers with 
them zz the fervice of the truth, and, thro’ Divine 
grace, may be entitled to a part in their reward. 

I have lately written to the church, about 
which I know you are fo much concerned; but 
I fometimes fear, left it fhould not be with fo 
good fuccefs as I could with; for Diotrephes *, 


who 
NSOos Ta SaaS: 


© Bringing them forward in their journey.} 
This may poflibly be underftood in a /piri- 
tual fenfe, of affifting them in their travels 
through this wildernefs to the heavenly 
world. Or it may have a literal fignifi- 
cation, and then one kind of the hofpitality 
and charity is put for the reff. But I ra- 
ther prefer the former fenfe. 

f They went out, receiving nothing of 
the Gentiles: E&ndGov, pendev nau Savovles 
ano tavesvay.] Beza refers avo ray eSvav 
to «EnaSov, and underitands it that the 
perfons here {poken of, went out from 
their refpefive couniries and native places 
(aro tay eSvev) leaving all their worldly 
pufeffions (pendiv rauCavovies) to go and 
preach the gofpe!. And in fupport of this 
contruction, he obferves, that wapa 
fhould have been ufed after aaulavovics, 
and notewo, But Mat. xvil. 25, 26. and 


1 John ii. 27. are evident confutations of 
this remark. And, whereas he thinks it 
abfurd to imagine, the unbelieving Gentiles 
would contribute to the fupport of the 
preachers of the gofpel, it is an obvious re- 
ply, that rv etveyv may mean the defie- 
vig Gentiles; as it is certain the word 
frequently does. Wolfius, who agrees 
with Beza, in referring a0 tov eSvay to 
eXnaSov, underftands it of their being 
driven and forced out,by the Gentiles, jia- 
ving been jiript of their poffeffions ; which 
would render them the more proper ob- 
jects of kinduefs and hofpitality. But there 
is nothing of this in the idea fuggefted by 
the word <naSov, and the more common 
fignification of it is to go out voluntarily. 
See [Volfi Cure Philolog. vol. V. p- §34- 
8 Diotrepbes.} It is uncertain who he 
was, Grotius t}inks he was a ‘Gentile 
con 


8 
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14 


He applauds the conduct of Demetrius. 


who affects the pre-eminence among them, even 
above the apoftles of Chrift themfelves, hath not 
received us with becoming regard; and his inte- 
reft with fome of the members is much greater 
than it ought to be. Therefore if I come, as 
L hope I quickly fhall, Z will be mindful of the 


works which he does; many of which are every ia: 


regular, while he is continually prating® againft 
us, with idle, petulant, and malicious words ; 
and net content with this, goes yet further in 
his oppofition; for he receives not the brethren 
him/elf, though he knows they come from us, and 
hinders thofeavho would receive them, from doing 
it; and cafls [them] out. of the church, forbid- 
ding them either to officiate, or communicate, 
where his influence extends; than which nothing 
can be more tyrannical or intolerable. As 
for thee, my beloved brother, imitate not that 
which is evil, but that which is good; behold 
fuch a conde as his with a juft abhorrence; 
and act according to that model of humility and 
condefcenfion which you have feen in others, 
who may juftly claim an authority much fuperior 
to his. He that doeth good, is of God; he knows 
him, and he imitates his moft amiable and fpot- 
lefs pattern: but he that does evil, that harbours 
fuch malignant paffions, and Hobecsti in fo in- 
jurious a manner, whatever high notions he 
may pretend to, Aas not feen God, but is plainly 
ignorant of his perfeCtions and of his will. 
Demetrius, on the contrary, is a moft excel- 
lent perfon, who has a good teftimony from all 
men, and even from the truth itfelf; and we 
have al/o, upon all occafions, borne, and do bear 
[the fame] teftimony ; and ye know that this ‘our 
te/timony is true. 
I have many other things which I fhould be 
glad to write to you; but I will not write them 
to you by ink and peny as it would take up too 
much time, and I fhould not be able after all, 
fully to exprefs myfelf. But I hope quickly to 


fee thee, and to peak face to face, with all the 


free- 

INN OMT OE 

convert, who would not admit the Jews; 
but it feems rather more probable that he 
wasa Jew, who oppofed the admiffion of 
the Gentiles, and fet himfelf up as the 


8. 
jiles. 


v. 13. nofe t, 


phes, who loveth to 
have the pre-emi- 
nence among them, 
receiveth us not. 


10 Wherefore, if 
T come, I will re- 
member his deeds 
which he doeth, prat- 
ing again(t us with 


malicious words ¢ 
and not content 
therewith, neither 


doth he himfelf re- 
ceive the brethren, 
and forbiddeth them 
that would, and caft= 
eth them. out of the 
church. 


tt Beloved, follow 
not that which is evil, 
but that which is 
good. He that doeth 
good, is of God: 
but he that doeth e- 
vil, hath not feer 
God. 


t2 Demetrius hath 
good report of alt 
men, and of the 
truth itfelf: yea, and 
we alfp bear record, 
and ye know that our 
record is true: 

13 I had many 
things to write, but 
I will not with ink 
and pen write “unto 
thee ; 

r4 But I truft I 
fhall thortly fee thee, 
and we fhall fpeak 
face to face. 


head of a party, in oppofition to the apa- 


h Prating : rxagwv.] Compare 1 Tim. 


Reflections on the apoftle’s conduct with Gaius : 
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freedom we could defire; till that time there- Secx. 


fore, I refer what I might now further fay: and 
rg Peace Beto thee, ONlyadd, Peace [be] to thee, and every defirable 
Our friends falute bleffing from God our Father, and Chrift Jefus 
are x by wove the our Lord. The Chriftian friends, who are here 
with me, falute thee: and I defire, that thou 
wouldft falute the friends that are with thee by 
name, and aflure them of my moft cordial and 

entire refpect. 


FORGP HS Ris HINA OR OM 


OW happy was Gaius in the friendfhip of that apofle, whom 
Fefus had honoured with fuch a diftinguifhed degree of his 
friendfhip. How much happier ftill was he, in a /owl fo thriving 
and profperous, that even fuch a friend, who could not but hold 
flattery in deteftation, fhould be able to make the good ftate of 
his foul, a /fandard by which to adjuft his wifhes in relation to 
his temporal affairs. O what a cur/e would this be upon many, 
that they might pro/per even as their fouls profpered! And yet 
what is a/l other profperity without this, but like that of fools, 
which deftroys them, (Prov. i. 32.) How agreeable is it to.a true 
Chriftian, to hear well of the behaviour of thofe who are dear to 


- him in the bonds of peculiar friendfhip; to hear of their walk- 


ing in the truth; and efpecially, when thefe are our own chil- 
¢ren, or thofe whom God has made us the means of converting, 
or thofe whom we have been concerned in training up for him. 
O that thofe efpecially, to whom the education of many has been 
committed, may have this great happinefs. ‘¢ Vifit each of our 
* children, and young friends, O Lord, with thy mercy; ani- 
© mate them to walk in thy truth; and entail thy blefling upon 
*¢ them, when nothing remains, of all the offices of love we have 
6 beftowed, but the memory of our exhortations and examples.” 

May fentiments of true generofity, fill and expand our hearts 
more and more. May we act toward ftrangers, and efpecially 
our brethren, im all the inftances in which they need our affitt- 
ance, in a manner worthy of God, worthy of the relation in which 
we, and they, have the honour to ftand to our heavenly Father; 
and efpecially, let our love abound to thofe who have a defire to 
fpread the gofpel. And O, that it were more univerfal! O, that 
Divine grace would excite more to quit the indulgence of their 
homes, or their countries, if there be no bond of duty to detain 
them there, that they may go and preach to the Gentiles! And 
though there be no profpeét of any requital from them, God will 
open to them the inexhauftible ftores of his celeftial treafure, and 
they foall be recompenfed in the refurre€tion of the juf. Let them 
but fee it, that their intentions are pure, that they do it for his 


fake , 


¥ 
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Ver. x 
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Seer. fake; and their labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
es But alas, how much more common even to this day, and that _ 
Ver.9 among the miniffers of the gofpel, is the character of Diotrephes, 
who loved to have the pre-eminence! How has the {pirit of oppo- 
fition and ambition prevailed in the church, as well as in the 
ro world! How does it fiill prevail! and in this view, how many 
malicious words have been uttered again{ft thofe who have with 
greateft fimplicity defired to follow the apoftles! With what con- 
tempt have they been caf? out of the church! Yea, in a thoufand 
inftances, with what favage-cruelty hunted out of the world! How 
long, O Lord, holy and true! Let us not however be impatient, 
but glorify God, in the moft humble or painful {tation he fhall 
» allot, by doing, or fuffering all his will: {till imitating that which 
is good, as becomes thofe who are of God, who hope to fee him, 
and enjoy him for ever. 
™2 Let us endeavour, like Demetrius, to fecure to ourfelves a 
good report of all men; but efpecially, let us fee to it that we re- 
verence our own confciences, and that we fecure their teftimony, 
which will be agreeable to that of the truth itfelf. So will our. 
honour, and our happinefs, be fecured; and if any vapour fhould 
now rife to obfcure it, the day is near, when the Sun of righteou/- 
ne/s fhall undoubtedly chafe it away. re 
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OR, A she. 
PEA RowA. POH OR A. SE 
a | ae THE | 
CATIGOLIG) EPISTLE 
Pe eu De 


WITH 


~ Critical Nores, ‘and a Praétical IMpRovEMENT 
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Vou. VI. 1 Ft 


A 


GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


TO-THE 
PARAPHRASE and NOTES 


On the CATHOLIC EPISTLE 


St J U D E, 


r UDE, or Judas, the author of this epiftle, is often 
mentioned as one of the apo/tles of our Lord, and the 
brother of James the lefs. The canonical authority of this 
epiftle hath been difputed; but it is not the bufinefs of 
thefe commentaries to enter largely into fuch queftions. 
Probably its authenticity would never have been doubted, 
had it not beén for an imagination, ill-grounded indeed, 
‘that the author hath quoted a /purious book, called the 
_prophefy of Enoch. The reader may confult what learned 
men have written upon this argument, particularly, Dr 
Lardner, in his Gredibiltty of the Gofpel-Hi/tory ; Dr Whitby, 
and Dr Twell/s, in the fecond part of his critical examina- 
tion of the new text and verfion of the New Teftament. The 
latter hath collected the principal materials with accuracy, 
and fet them in a clear and convincing light. 

There is a remarkable fimilarity between this epi/tle 
and part of the /econd epi/tle of St Peter, which, (as we ob- 
ferved in the [Introduction to that epiltle,) was probably 
owing to this, that both the apo/fles drew their character 
of the falfe teachers, againft whom they cautioned gs 

potas read- 


‘ 
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readers, from the character given of the falfe prophets in 
fome ancient Fewifh author; and it is very poflible too, 
(as Bifhop Sherlock obferves,) that St Jude might par 
the fecond epifile of St Peter before him. 

Dr Mill fixes the date of this epiftle about the year 9o3 
(fee his Prolegomena, p. 17. fe. 145. edit. Kuffer.) and 
his principal argument is, that the falfe teachers, which 
St Peter defcribes as yet to come, St Jude mentions as a/- 
ready come. But, on a comparifon, there does not appear 
that remarkable difference in their phrafeology, which will 
be fufhcient to prove that St Jude wrote his epiltle /o long 
after St Peter’s fecond epiftle as is here fuppofed, though 
lacknowledge, it will prove that it was written after it. 

The defign of the apoitle is plainly, “ by defcribing the 
** character of the falfe teachers, and pointing out the Di- 
“¢ vine judgments which perfons of fuch a character had 
*¢ reafon to expect, to caution Chriftians againft liftening 
“¢ to their fuggeftions, and being thereby perverted from 
“ the faith and purity of the gofpel.”’ 

For the analyfis of the epiftle, I refer my reader to the — 
contents prefixed to the two /ections, into which I have di- 
vided it. 
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DAC webhost, 


The apoftle Fude, after a general falutation, exhorts the Chriftians 
to whom he wrote, firenuoufly to affert the purity of their com- 
mon faith; reminding them of the deftruétion which came on 
God’s profeffing people, yea, on the apoftate angels for their fins; 
as well as on the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah; and then 
he begins the defcription of fome feditious and abandoned perfons, 
from whom he imagined them in peculiar danger. Jude ver. 1, 
---1I. 


JopEr. | JupDE |. 
Bees the fervant of you receive this epiftle from Jude, who, like Seer. 
_ Jefus Chrift, and his brethren the other apoftles, cannot but . 7° 

brother of James, to. . : : ; 
them that are fang. Tejoice and glory in the title of a fervant of Jude x 
fied by God the Fa- Fefus Chrif?, and who is the brother of Fames, 
ther, and preferved {4 well known by his diftinguifhed fervices and 
in Jefas Chrift, and z ° eae 
ealled: fufferings in the caufe of our Divine Matter; 

and he infcribes it to thofe who are fanétified in 

_ God the Father, devoted to his fervice through 
the influence of his grace; who are alfo the call- 


edand preferved in Fe/us Chrif?, brought into the 
fel- 
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-fellowfhip of his religion, and guarded by his 


grace in the midft of a thoufand fnares, which 
might have tempted them to have made fhip- 
wreck of their faith. May mercy, and peace, 
and love, from our heavenly Father, and our 
compaflionate Saviour, be multiplied to you 3 and 
may you increafe in all the happy fruits of Di- 
vine favour and mercy; and efpecially, in that 
fpirit of candour and charity which is to be num- 
bered among the moft precious of them. My 
beloved, giving all diligence to write to you con- 
cerning the common falvation *, to the hope of 
which we are brought by the profeflion of the 
gofpel, Z judged it neceffary to direct my pen, 
particularly with refpeét, to thofe unhappy at- 
tempts that have been made, to adulterate Chri- 
ftianity, by fome who continue to profefs a re- 
gardtoit. J now therefore write to you, exhort- 
ing and befeeching [you] to firive earneftly for 
the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
faints, for the inftru€tion of every future age ; 
and not to fuffer any by violence or by fraud to rob 
you of fo ineftimable a treafure. For fome 
crafty and pernicious men have, as it were, with 
a ferpentine art glided in among us, who were 
of old as it were defcribed and regiftered to this 
condemnation », by God’s righteous fentence de- 


‘ n0un- 
NO. kos 


2 Mercy unto yor, 
and peace, and love 
be multiplied. 


2 


3 Beloved, when 

T gave all diligence to 
write unto you of 
the common falva- 
tion, it was needful | 
for me to write unto 
you, and exhort you, 
that ye fhould earneft- 
ly contend for the 
faith which was once 
delivered unto the 
faints. 


’4 For there are 
certain men crept in 
unawares, who were 
before of old ordain- 
ed to this condemna- 

tion, 


2 Giving all diligence to write to you con- 
cerning the common falvation, &c.] Some 
have fuppofed the meaning is, That where- 
as he intended to write them a praéfical 
fetter, he was compelled to go into fome 
controverfial {ubjeéts. 1 rather think he 
intends to declare by this expreffion, that 
the exhortation he now gives them, fo 
contend earne/tly for the faith) was indeed 
fubfervient to promote that commion ful- 
vation he defigned to lead them to the 
puriuit of.—Bifhop Sherlock thinks the 
faith delivered to the fuints, is the fame 
with the holy commandment delivered x Pet. 
ii. 2x. that is, with the direions and in- 
{truétions which the council of the apoftles 
had fent them, with regard to thefe pefti- 
lent teachers. Sherlock on Proph. p. 200. 
gth Edit. 

b Who were regiftered to this condemna- 
tion. | The word meoyeyenmmevor May 
well fignify deferibed and put upon record ; 
that is, whofe character and condemna- 
tion may be confidered as defcribed in the 


punifhment of other notofious finners 
who were a kind of reprefentatives of 
them. Which interpretation J prefer to 
any other, as it tends to clear God of that 
heayy imputation which it muft bring 
upon his moral attributes, to fappofe that 
he appoints men to fin againft him, and 
then condemns them for doing what they 
could not but do, and what they were, 
independent on their own freedom of 
choice, fated to. A doétrine fo pregnant 
with gloomy, and, as I fhould fear, with 
fatal confequences, that I think it a part 
of the duty I owe to the word of God, to 
refcue it from the imputation of contain- 
ing fuch a tenet. Bilhop Sherlock thinks, 
the word refers to the defcription given 
of fuch kind of perfons by an ancient 
writer of the Fewifh nation, cited as he 
fuppofes in this epiftle, and in the feeond 
chapter of the fecond epi/tleof Peter. Sherl. 
on Proph. p. 181. 5th Edit. Compare ver. 
14, 5, 7, 8. 


© God 


reminding them of God?s judgment on the fallen angels: 345 


tion, ungodly men, 
turning the grace of 
God into lafciviouf- 
nefs, and denying 
the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 


nounced again({t crimes like theirs, long before 
they appeared in the world. Jmpious and un- 
grateful men, who prefume to turn even the grace 
of our God ittelf, which ought to be an everlaft- 
ing fource of love, and engagement to fandtity 
and obedience, into an occafion of la/civiou/ne/s ; 
as if they thought they might with impunity go 
on to fin, that grace might abound ; and deny- 


ing God the only original Sovereign‘, and our Lord 


s I will therefore 
ut you in remem- 
rance, though ye 

once knew this, how 
that the Lord having 
faved the people ont 
of the land of Egypt, 
afterward deftroyed 
them that believed 
net. 


6 And the angels 
which kept not their 
firft eftate, but left 
their own habitation, 
he hath referved in 

everlafting chains un- 
der darknefs, unto the 
judgment of the great 
day. 


4 Eyen as Sodom 
and 


Fefus Chri, whom he has invefted with univer- 
fal dominion, to be acknowledged by all who 
would not be found rebels againft himfelf! But 
L would remind you, as you once knew this, that 
having been taught it, you may never forget it, 
even that the Lord, having faved the people of 
Ifrael from out of the land of Egypt, and refcued 
them by fo glorious an interpofition of his al- 
mighty power, afterwards defiroyed thofe that 
did not believe, though they had once experi- 
enced fo wonderful a deliverance. And thus 
fhould we have reafon to fear, that notwith- 
ftanding our Chriftian profeffion, he would de- 
{troy us, if we adulterate and pervert his reli- 
gion, after a manner contrary to its original de- 
fign. The angels alfo who kept not their firft 


fate 4, but fuifering their minds to be tranfport- 


ed with ambitious and irregular paflions, were 
difcontented in that high rank of being which 
Providence affigned them, and /eft their proper 
abode in the region of glory ; inftead of permit- 
ting them to advance themfelves by their rebel- 


‘lion, be has by his righteous vengeance pre- 


cipitated into the pit of deftruction, and refer- 
vedin perpetual bonds, under darknefs,.in the in- 
fernal prifon, to be brought forth at the sudg- 
ment of the great day, and then to receive their 
final fentence. And earth has produced ma- 


uy 
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© God the Sovereign and our Lord, &c.] 
Some would render it, our only Mafter, 
God and Lord. See Dr Wat's on the Trin. 
#- 113. But it feems moft agreeable to the 
general doétrine and phrafeology of {crip- 
ture, to retain our tranflation. Compare 
John xvii, 3. > 

d Their firft fidte? ry agynv eaviov.] 
Some tranflate thefe words, the govern- 
ment of themfelves. But Dr Scott inter- 
prets it of that p/ace in heaven which was 
affigned them, and which they were not 


them in their revolt. 


content with ; and their /eaving this firft 
habitation he takes to have been a-volun- 
tary thing, and that they chofe to come 
down to the neighbourhood of this earth, 
that they may feduce mankind to join with 
But this does not 
feem to fuit the phrafe of their being ca/? 
out, 2 Pet. ii. 4. Mr Boyfe.would tranz 
flate it, their own’ head, that is, Chri/t. 
Boyfe’s Serm. vol. Ul. p. 406, Compare 
Hof, ie rr, in the Seventy. 

€ So- 
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346° — And the cities of the plain. 
Sect. ny awful fcenes, in which the. Divine vengeance 


has had its triumph over finful mortals ; as par- 
Jude 7. ticularly, Sodom and Gomorrah ©, and the cities 


and Gomorrah, and 
the cities about them 
in like manner, gi= 
ving themfelves over 


about them, in like manner with them, commit- 
ting fornication, and, by yet grofler and more 
unnatural licentioufnefs, going after firange and 
deteftable gratifications of their pampered and 
indulged fle/b, are fet forth for an example to 


to fornication, and 
going after ftrange 
flefh, are fet forth for 
an example, fuffering 
the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire. 


other prefumptuous finners ; /uffering that, 
which really appears a moft lively emblem of 
the vengeance of eternal fire, having their love- 
ly and fruitful country turned into a kind of hell 


$ upon earth. . 


of God. 


So thefe dreamers alfo 8, in their 
luxurious indulgencies, fuffer their thoughts to 
be amufed with vain and polluted imaginations, 
whereby they defile the fle/b, which ought to be 
facred, together with the {pirit, to the fervice 
They make light of dominion, and au- 


8 Likewife alfo 
thefe filthy dreamers 
defilé the flefh, de- 
{pife dominion, and 
fpeak ‘evil of digni- 
ties. 


j 


thority derived from the fupreme Sovereign, and 
Speak evil of dignities, of perfons in the moft 


g honourable ftations : 


Whereas we have heard 
in tradition, that Michael the arch-angel, when 
contending in difpute with the devil, concerning 
the body of Mofes*, which the angel was to 


9 Yet Michael the 
archangel, = when, 
contending with the 
devil, he difputed a- 
bout the body of 


b 
bait Mo. 


pri- 
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© Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities a- 
bout them, in like manner with them: tov 
ogotov reIors rgorov.] Some have pleaded, 
that this feems to imply, that the fin of 
the angels was fornication; and confequent- 
ly, that this epi/fle is not anthentic. But 
there feems no necelfity for interpreting 
the expreffion with fuch extreme rigor, 
as if it muft mean that their fin was of the 
fame kind; itis fuficient that the compari- 
jon holds in this, that they were both 
guilty of very great wickedne/s.—There 
are fome who refer rov ofotov T¥To1s Te0- 
zov, in like manner with them, to the cities 
about them, who finned in the fame man- 
“ner with Sodgm and Gomorrah; nor is 
jit any objection to this, as fome have 
fuppofed it is, that rv7or cannot agree 
with ZoSoua xat Touogen; for in reality 
thefe nouns are of the meuter gender, fee 
Luke xvii. 29. Mark vi.°r1. Gen. xiii. 
10. in the Seventy. And if they were 
not, nothing is more common than an 
enallage of gender, in fuch a cafe as this, 
where reJoie muft refer to the men who 
inhabited thefe cities. > 

f Vengeance of eternal fire.] Dr Whit- 
by has brought many arguments to prove, 


that the vengeance here fpoken of muft 
be the o/s of their cities, rather than their 
fouls, and produces inftances to fhow, that 
aiwviG@ is ufed in a fenfe confiftent with 
this interpretation. 

8 Dreamers: evurviatomevor. } Our 
tranflators render this, filthy dreamers. 
The context thews they deferve the epithet; 
but as the Greek does not exprefs it, I 
judge it moft faithful to the original te 
omit it. 

h Body of Mofes.] Archbifhop Tillot- . 
fon, (fee his Works, vol. Il. p. 158.) and 
many other good writers, think this il- 
luftrated by Deut. xxxiv. 6. He fuppofes, 
that had the devil been able to difcover to 
the Jews the place where Mofes was in- 
terred, they would afterwards have paid 
an idolatrous honour to his remains ; and 
it would have gratified his malice exceed- 
ingly, to have made him an occafion of 
idolatry after his death, who had been fo 
great an enemy to it in his life. To pre- 
vent this, he thinks that Michael buried 
the body fecretly. This proves by the 
way, that eee angels are fometimes con- 
cerned in limiting the power of devils, 
which muft no doubt be a great vexation — 

to 


Lee Ge tae eee eee ee 
on 


He deferibes the charaéer of thefe decetvers. 


privately, and he would have revealed, did not S*+ « 


durft 


Mofes, 
bring againft him a 
railing accufation, but 
faid, The Lord re- 
buke thee. 


not 


to But thefe fpeak 
evil of thofe things 
which they know not: 
but what they know 
haturally, as brute 
beafts; in thofethings 
they corrupt them- 
felves, 


rr Wo untothem! 
for they have gone 
in the way of Cain, 
and ran greedily after 
the error of Balaam 
_ for reward, and pe- 
rifhed 


prefume to bring againft him a railing accufationi, 
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but had fo much reverence for the Divine pre- jude 9. 


fence, as to fpeak with moderation and gentle- 
nefs, even to that great enemy of God and men; 
and /aid, The Lord rebuke thee * for this outrages 
and teach thee to reftrain fuch fhocking expret- 
fions. (Compare Zech. iii. 2.) 
ring and impious men bla/pheme what indeed 
they know not ; and what they naturally, as the 
irrational animals, know ', the things which 
tend to the gratification of their inferior part, 
the low circle to which their knowledge and care 
is confined ; in the/e they are corrupted, by the 
grofs and fcandalous abufe of them, to the dif- 
honour of God, and to their own infamy and 
deftruction. Wo be unto them, and wo wilt 
attend them; for they have gone in the way of 
Gain, that perfecutor and murderer, while, like 
him, they have defpifed the appointed method 
of God’s mercy; and they have run on with proé 
digious eagernefs in the defcription of Balaam’s 
reward ; inflaved, like him, to mean fecular 
views, they have abandoned themfelves to fin 
and ruin, till at length they have peri/bed ™ in 


the 


NO 2 TBs: ; 
book, in which this fa& was thus menti- 


tothofe malignant fpirits. But Mr Baxter 
fuggefts it as a doubt, whether it were a- 
bout the dead body of Mofes, or Mofes 
expofed on the waver, that there was this 


contention. Baxter's Works, vol. I. 
‘ae See ; 
i A railing accufation.] Archbifhop 


Tillosfon fuggefts, that the atch-angel was 
afraid the devil would have been too hard 
for nim at railing. The words feem to 
me to intimate, that the angé/ thought it 
a part of the reverence due to God, not* 
to mention his name and judgment, in a 
_ furious paffionate manner, but mildly and 
gently. Witfius thinks the devil blafphe- 
med, andthattheange/ did not acenfe him, 
but referred the matter to the judgment of 
the great day. Wit/ii Mifcel. vol. M1. IV. 
6. § 28. See alfo the Commentary of this 
learned author in Joc. whofe remarks on 
all the verfes are framed with great erudi- 
tion and accuracy. Perhaps ux eloaunoa 
xetoly emeveynetv Praognurac may fignity, 
that he did not pafs judgment upon his 
blajphemy, but veferred him to God. 
| & The Lord revuke thee.) It is highly 
probable the apajile refers to fome ancient 
Vou. VI. i 


oned, and {peaks upon the fuppofition of 
its truth, which the petfons he reafoned 
againit, did not difpute: And the ar+ 
gument does not lie in any regard fhewn 
to the devil as a dignitary, and one who 
exercifes dominion over fubordinate evil 
fpirits; for to be a leader of a band of 
fich inexcufable rebels could entitle him 
tono refpect; but it feems to arife from 
the deteftable charatter of the devil; as 
if he had faid, If the angel did not rail 
even again{t the devil, how much lefs 


ought we againft men in atithority, even» 


fappofing them in fome things to behave 
amifs? ‘l’o do it therefore when they be- 
have well, mult be a wickednefs yet 
much more agpravated. 

l Naturally know.}, Compare the notes 
on the parallel texts in 2 Pet. ii, for the 
iuftration of this and other. paflages 
which occur here. ' 

m Have perifhed.) This is a genuitie 
trace of a prophetic {pirit, which {peaks 
of things certainly future, as if they were 
paft. And fuch i thought proper to ille- 
{trate it in the paraphra/e. 


Uu 


But thefe da- 10 


It 


348 © Reflections on the danger of Chriftians from feducers. 
Sect the contradiction of Korah ; like him, they have rithed -in the gain- 
cry Oppoied God’s appointed meffengers, and his =p. ae 
Jude Son, to whom he has devolved the conduét of 
rt. his church; and methinks, ike him and his 
company, I fee them already ftruck by the light- 
ning of God’s wrath, and everwhelmed with 
remedilefs deftruction. : 


2 WESE RO Ee a Be 7. 


Ver. 12 Hew happy are the people of our Lord Je/us Chriff, who in 
him are called, fan@ified, and kept by the Divine omnipo- 

tence, through faith unto falvation! For mercy and peace fball be 
multiplied upon them, till mercy hath, as it were, finifhed: his 
commiffion, and conducted them to eternal peace. We learn 

from the example of the apoffle before us, of how great neceflity 

it is, in fome circumftances, if miniffers would promote the com- 

3 mon falvation of their hearers, to guard them againft the prevail- 
ing errors of the day, and to excite them earneftly to frrive for the 

faith once delivered to the faints, as tor a prize of the higheft im- 
portance. May we rightly difcern its nature, and be very care- 

ful, that while we are attempting to exert a Chriftian zeal, we do 

‘not mingle with it our own miftakes, and our own irregular paf- - 
fions, in fuch a manner as to fear in pieces what we are fo ea- 
- ger to preferve. In fhort, let us learn from /cripture, what that 
faith is, and what the importance of its refpe€tive articles are; 

and let us always be endeavouring to maintain it in the /pirit of 

love. 

May all who would difturb the church by pernicious doGtrines, 

or fcandalous practices ; and efpecially, they who would ungrate- 

@ fully turn the grace of God into lafcivioufnefs, and thereby deny 
the only true God, and cur Saviour, refle& upon the awful judg- 

ment of God on the rebel-ange/s, and on the finful men, not on 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah only, but even on his own peo- 
S ple, whom he had delivered from Egypt, when they proved obfti- 
nate and unbelieving ; and as we dread an exclufion from the hea- 

venly Canaan ;. yea, as we dread the chains of darknefs, and the 
vengeance of eternal fire; let us avoid and abhor the character 

8, &c. defcribed in the following verfes ; the dream of lewdnefs, the bru- 
tal indulgence of fenfuality; the contradittion of Kerah, the cove- 

xx toufne/s of Balaam, and the malignity of Cain. God has written 
down their condemnation and deftru@tion in the eternal records 

of his word; that they might be for a /ign, and that others may 

hear and fear, and take heed that they do not fo wickedly. ; 


6,7 
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_ Thefe perfons were Spots in their love-feafts : 


Sa eC mee  ay 


The apoftle purfues the charaéter of the feandalous profeffors he had 
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mentioned before; and concludes with exhorting the Ghriftians . 


to whom he wrote, to endeavour to fecure their own edification in 
faith and love, and to do their utmoft for the prefervation and 
recovery of others. Jude, ver. 12. to the end. 


Jupe 12.: 

peer further proceed to caution you, my 
brethren, againft thofe wicked and feducing 
men, who are fo defirous of infinuating them- 
felves into the Chriftian church, and whofe. at- 
BEhihe waters. cak- tempts to corrupt it are fo unwearied, and, in 
ried about of winds: Many inftances fo fatal. Thefe are fpots in your 
trees whofe fruit Joye-feafts *, which tend to expofe them to the 
ie sede a reproach of the adverfary ; [who] when they ban- 
pluck- quet with you, feed themfelves without fear, and 
will run into excefles, which if they be not re- 
folutely fuppreffed, will be imputed to the whole 
body. ‘They make indeed a great profeflion of 
their defigns of ufefulnefs in the church, but 
they are clouds without water, from which no 
refrefhment or fruitfulnefs is to be expected; 
borne ahout by the winds of temptation, hither 
and thither, without any command of them- 
felves; and if when they firft took upon them 
the Chriftian profeflion,’ they gave fome better 
hopes, as many of them perhaps did, they are 
like trees, whofe early buddings are withered °, 
and fo now remain without fruit; yea, not on- 
ly fo, but are twice dead °; fucceflive fummers 
and winters have pafled over them, and they 
have been continually growing more fit for fuel, 
and 


JUD Ears 
Hess are fpots in 
your feafts of cha- 
rity, when they feaft 
with you, feeding 
themfelves without 
fear : clouds they are 
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a Love-feafis.] So 1 chofe to render 
wdaraig, as it is well known the primitive 
Ghriftians had {uch feafts, though it feems 
that from the abufe of them by perfons of 
a charaéter like thofe here defcribed, they 
were foon laid afide. See Mr Hallet on 
thé fubject, Notes and Difc. val. UI. Difc. 
6. Dr Lightfoot, and Dr Whitby who 
follows him, are not for referring the a- 
yara: here mentioned to the Chriftians 
feafts of charity ; in oppofition to whom 
the learned reader may confult /itfius 
Commentary on the place. 


Uuz 


b Whofe early buddings are withered.] 
We render this, whofe fruit withereth; 
but it feems to me, that g§:vorwpive is 
much, more exaétly rendered, as in fhis 
verfion, and the appearance of a fautology 
avoided. 

€ Twice dead.}) Some'explain this of 
natural corruption and apajflafy; buat the 
glofs in the paraphra/e feems much mrore 
eafy and genuine. ‘Thereis an admirable 
ftrength and fpirit in the defcription gi- 
ven in the following verfes. 


d Yan 


’ i es | 


And were lke the fierce waves of the fea. 


and fo are now good for nothing but to be 


utterly rooted up, to be taken away from the 
plantation, which they only cumber, difhonour, 
and deform, and caft into the fire. Their 
paffions are violent and impetuous, like fo ma- 
ny jeerce waves of the fea, furioutly foaming out 
the irregular tumults of their hearts; and, in 
them, their own /fhame; wandering flars 4, 
which though fora while they may glitter, ‘ill 
foon have ended their courfe, will be found, not- 
withftanding all their blaze, deftitute of any real 


_ and permanent light of their own, and in the 


14 


¥5 


number of thofe to whom blackne/s of darknefs is 
referved for ever, and will foon be driven to an 
eternal diftance from the great Original of light 
and happinefs, to which they fhall never re- 
turn. And indeed, when I confider their 
characters and their aCtions, I may fay, that ac- 
cording to the ancient tradition, Enoch alfo, the 
feventh in lineal defcent from Adam, prophefied © 
againft them *, and defcribed their crimes and 
their condemnation, when he faid, Behold, the 
Lord comes with myriads of b his holy ones, attend- 
ed with legions of angels in his defcent for this 
important ‘purpofe: For he comes to execute 
Piast upon all according to their refpeCtive 
works; and by witnefles that cannot be confront- 
ed, particularly to convict all the ungodly among 


themy 
NW Qt: Bes. 
d Wandering lars.) The Jews are faid 


p: 188, 189. gth Edit. 


plucked up by the 


roots 3 


13 Raging waves 
of the fea, teaming 
out their own fhame; 
wandering ftars, to 
whom is referved the 
blacknefs of darknefs 
for ever, 


14 And Enoch al- 
fo, the feventh from 
Adam, prophefied of 
thefe, faying, . Be- 
hold, the Lord co- 
meth with ten thou- ° 
fands of his faints, 


1s To execute 
judgment. upon all, 
and to convince all 
that are ungodly. a- 
mong 


Compare 2 Tim. 


to have called their teachers /fars; and 
they are reprefented under that emblem, 
Rev. i. 16. ii, 1. And as the planets feem 
to havé a very irregular motion, - being 
Sometimes ffationary, and fometimes re- 
trograde, they are prapey emblems of 
périons fo uufertied in their principles, 
and fo irregular in their behaviour, as 
thefe men were. 
© Enoch prophefied.| A precious frag- 
ment of aitediluvian hiftory is here pre- 
ferved to us, as it feems by the fpecial 
providence of God, who taught the apo- 
ftle Jude to diftinguifth between what was 
genuine and fpurious in the tradition. It 
¢an by.no means be proved, that this isa 
uotation from that foolith book, called 
Tnoabs Prophecy, as Bifhop Sherlock has 
very rightly urged; nor would it prove 
the infpiration of the book from whence 
it was taken, but only the truth of this 
particular pailige. Sherlock on Proph. 


lil. 8, and the more there. 

f Prophefied againft them.] Mr Black- 
wall, (Sacr. Claff. vol. 1. p. 164.) has 
{hewn by adequate authorities, that <po- 
epnfeuge twlorg may be rendered prophejied 
againjt thefe. Perhaps this may explain 
what was‘faid before, of their being regi- 
ftered to this condemnation, ver. 4. Some 
have thought the coming of the Lord here 

nentioned, was his coming attended with 
angels, to bring on the deluge. Hf it re 
fers to his coming to the univerfal judg- 
ment, it is a moft remarkable teftimony 
to a future ftate, not indeed inthe Mofaic 
oeconomy, but previous to it. And per- 
haps Motes’ omitting this, (as I think it 
almoft certain he knew it,) is to be refol- 
ved into the refiviflion under which he 
wrote, agreeable to the principles, which 
the leartied Dr Warburton has {6 largely 
ftated in his Divine legation, &e. 


& Exe 


{ 


The apofiles warned them that fuch perfons Should ee 251 


mong them, of all them, of all their impious works which they have SEct. 
their ungodly deeds «+. : ; ‘ ae 
impioufly committed; and he will then be mind- 


which they have un- 
godly committed,and ful, not only of their cruel and oppreflive a€ts, jude 


of all their hard 


Speeches which ungod- 
ly finners have {po- 
ken againft him. 


16 Thefe are mur- 
murers, complainers, 
‘walking after their 
own lufts ; and their 
mouth fpeaketh great 
{welling words, ha- 
ving mens perfons in 
admiration becaufe of 
advantage. 


’ 


but of all the hard and irreligious things which 15- 


impious finners have fpoken again him and his 
people: and certain it is, that thefe words are 
as fuitable to their cafe as if it had been parti- 
cularly intended. 
can never be contented with the allotments of 
Providence, or with the conduct of any about 
them 3; that find fault continually with their lot, 
walking according to their own unbridled Jufts ; 
and their mouth fpeaks extravagant things ®; 
fome, by way of exclamation againft thofe they 
difapprove, and others in the height of encomi- 
ums and panegyrics, on thofe who are their fa- 
vourites, and the leaders of their party; having 
[/uch] perfons in admiration, not fo much for 
the fake of their real excellencies, as of fome 
prefent gain which they meanly propofe to 
themfelves as the reward of their fervile flattery. 


Thefe are murmurers, that 16 


17 But, pees But you, my beloved, inftead of following thefe 17 
eam RO were Wandering guides, remember the words which 


fpoken before of the 
apoftles of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift ; : 
18, How that they 
told you there fhould 
be mockers in the 
laft time, who fhould 
walk after their own 

ungodly lufts, 
19 Thefe be they 
who feparate them- 
felves, 


were formerly fpoken by the apofiles of our Lord 
Fefus Chrift ®, who have preached his gofpel to 
you in all its purity and energy. For they 
have told you, that in the laft time profane 
mockers fhall come, walking according to their 
own ungodly and wanton /ujfs 1, and making a 
jelt of thofe who do not run with them to the 
fame exceffes of riot. Thefe are they, who, 
in many places /eparate themfelves from the 
church, as of a purer ftamp, and more refined 
attainments than others; /en/ual, and entirely 
addicted to the low gratifications of their animal 


life ; 
NOS Bes: 
to think, that St Jude had the textin 


8 Extravagant things.] So 1 think 
prepoyxa may very probably be render- 
ed; and if we may judge of extravagant 
things, by thofe which frenzus in particular 
has recorded in his account of fome early 
heretics, the expreffion was applied with 
the utmoft propriety. See the fame 
phrafe Dan. xi. 36. inthe Seventy. Wit- 
fius in loc. 

h Apoftles of our Lord, &c.] The re- 
femblance between this text and 2 Pet. iil. 
2. is very remarkable, - Bifhop Sherlock 
obferves it to be fach as would incline one 


Peter before him, and omitted what hath 
a peculiar reference to the former part of 
St Peter’s epiftle, and to which there was 
nothing in his own to anfwer. See hts 
Difcourfes on Proph. p. 193. 5°h Eulit. 

i Ungodly lujts.) For artGewv, uigodly, 
fone would read aseryewv, laftivious or 
wanton. See Phil. Lipf. ogainft Coltins, 
Pp: 73. But asthis reading is not abfolute~ 
ly neceffary to the fenfe, I cannot per- 


fuade mytfelf to alter the word merely on : 


conjedure, 
k Gare 


18 


19 


352 They were therefore ta keep them/elves in the love of God: 


ew 


\ 


Se 


_ s jude 
W240. 


a1 king fwifter advances in the Divine life. 


22 


> 


23 the mifchief. 


- Szcm. life; by which they make it too apparent, that 


they-have not the Spirit, whatever high preten- 
ces they may make to its extraordinary ‘commu- 
nications. But 1 have the pleafing perfua- 
fion, that you, my beloved brethren, will not 
only guard againft being feduced by them, but, 
according to the exhortations fo often given you, 
will ftill be edifying yourfelves and one another, 
in your moft holy faith; that underftanding its 
articles more clearly, and feeling their happy 
eflicacy to promote the work of holinefs in your 
fouls, you may be more ‘and more eftablifhed 
_again{t the attacks of thefe deceivers: efpecially, 
praying in the Holy Spirit, and under his influ- 
ence, vouchfafed in anfwer to your prayers, ma- 
And 
be careful thus to keep your/elves in the exercife 
of that facred affe€tion, the love of God, which 
ought always to rule in your hearts; looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Fefus Chrift to eternal life, 
to which this compaflionate Saviour will affu- 
redly conduct all thofe who confide in him. 
And while you are yourfelves animated with 
this cheerful hope, do your utmoft for the pre- 
fervation of others; and in this refpect, on /ome 
have tender compafiion, and apply to them with 
the fofteft and moft endearing offices of Chriftian 
friendfhip; making a great difference between 
them, and the cafe of others, who have drank 
deeper of the poifon, and are become active in 
It may feem to have an unkind 
appearance, but it is moft certain, there are 
fome, whom if you would fave at all, you muft 
attempt it with fear and trembling, by fevere 
methods; as alarmed yourfelves, and terrifying 
them, with the apprehenfions: of God’s judg- 
ments; as if you were /natching [them] with 
eagernefs out of the fire, into which they are 
fallen, or juft ready to fall. And if you defire, 
that your efforts, in either of thefe cafes, fhould 
be fuccefstul, you muft take great care to pre- 
ferve your own purity, hating even the garment 
that is /potted with the fle/b *, left by the touch 


of 
WO SP Sok, 


felves, having not 
the Spirit. + 


20 But ye, belo- 
ved, building up 
yourfelyes on your 
moft holy — faith, 
praying in the Holy 
Ghoft. 


2x Keep yourfelves 
in the love of God, 
looking for the mer- 
cy of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift unto eter- 
nal life. 


22 And of fome 
have compaffion, ma- 
king a difference : 


23 And others fave 
with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; 
hating even the gar- 
ment {potted by the 
fleth. ; 


k Garment [potted with the fle.) Mr which had been worn by one who had a ° 
Cradock interprets this of the caution, plague-fore; but perhaps there may bea 


‘ with which a man would avoid a garment, reference to fuch paflages in the Mofaic 


daw, . 


24 Now unto him 
that is able to keep 
you from falling, and 
to prefent you fault- 
lefs before the pre- 
fence of his glory 
with exceeding joy, 


25 To the only 
wife God our Saviour 
be glory and majelty, 
dominion and power, 


And to him they are accordingly commended. 


of it you yourfelves be polluted. Iam fenf- 
ble, this will reqdire ftrenuous vigilance and re- 
folution; but I hope the grace of God will ani- 
mate you to it. To this therefore now I fo- 
lemnly commit you; even to him, who is able to 
keep you from falling : rugged and dangerous as 
the ways of life are, and feeble as you know 
yourfelves to be, he is able at length to pre/ent 
[you] blamelefs, and in the full perfection of ho- 
linefs, before the prefence of his glory, in his fi- 
nal appearance, with exceeding great and unut- 
terable joy. To him, as the only wife God, 
who is now become our Saviour, our Guardian, 
our Friend, and our Father, [be] glory, and ma- 


both now and ever. jeffy, dominion and power, afcribed; and obe- 

Amen, dience, reverence and love rendered, through 
Chrift Jefus, both now and through all ages, 
world without end. Amen. 


‘ LIMO RE R OOM LE OM BONO T, 
LF thofe, who have the honour of being numbered among 


the difciples of Chriff, ftand at the remoteit diftance from 
the evil with which thefe unhappy creatures are branded by the 
apofile in this epiftle. And may Divine grace preferve all his 
churches from fuch /pots in their feafts of charity! May our ho- 
rizon be fecured from thofé dark and gloomy clouds without wa- 
ter; the plantations of God among us be free from the incum- 
brance and difgrace of thofe withered and fruitlefs trees, twice 
dead, and plucked up by the roats! How illuftrious was the pro- 
phefy, with which Enoch the feventh from Adam was infpired ; 
and how precious is that fragment of antediluvian hiftory, which 
is here preferved, and which fhall furely be accomplifhed in its 
feafon! The day is now much nearer, when the Lord will come 
with ten thoufands of his faints: may the ungodly remember it, 
and fupprefs in time the /peeches which will then afluredly be re- 
proved, and repent of the deeds, which if unrepented of, how- 
ever forgotten now, will be brought into open view, and draw 
down upon their heads the deftruction which at prefent feems to 
linger. ‘That we may have confidence before bim at his coming, 
let us remember the words of the apoftle, and implore the influ- 
ences of the Divine Spirit, which /en/ualifis, who walk after 
their own lufis, quench and ftifle, and which they mock and de- 


ride. Let us, however, be concerned to edify ourfelves in our 
mot 

We Oye a. 
law, as Lev. xv.4,10, 17. See Witfius that the apofile alludes to the white gar- 
on the place, who well defends this fenfe ment, which thofe who were newly bapti- 


againft Erafmus; whole opinion it was, ze, put on in token of tenocence. 
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354 Reflections on our obligation to faith, and the love of God. 
Scr. inoft holy faith, and to pray in the Holy Ghoft, under his influences 
- — dire€tion, and affiftance. The fecurity of the heart amidft fo ma- 
Ver. 21 NY temptations, and its richeft cordial in all its afflictions, is the 
love of God; but how foon does the celeftial flame languifh and 
die, if it be not conftantly fed with new fuel! Let it then be 
our care, in humble dependance upon Divine grace, to keep cur- 
felves in the love of God; which will be cherifhed in proportion 
to that degree of faith and hope, with which we Jock for the mer- 
cy of our Lord Fefus Chrift unto eternal life: for what can fo 
powerfully excite our love to God, as fuch a confideration ? 
a2 If we do expect it, let us exprefs our regard to the /alvation of 
others, as well as to our own; and apply ourfelves to thofe, who 
ieem to be in danger, with fuch diferent addrefles of awe or ten- 
dernefs, as their different circumftances and tempers may require. 
23 But fome way or another, let us. exert ourfelves to pluck them 
out of the fire, who are in danger of falling into it, and perith- . 
ing for ever. ! 
A-care to preferve our own characters and confcience un/pot- 
ted, will be neceflary to our courage, and hope of fuccefs, in 
24 fuch efforts as thefe. Let us therefore be more frequently look- 
ing up to him, who zs able to keep us from falling, and to im- 
prove as well as maintain the work he has wrought in us, till we 
fhall be prefented blamele/s before the prefence of his glory. Then 
fhall our hearts know a joy beyond what earth can afford, be- 
yond what heaven itfelf fhall have given us, in the feparate ftate ; 
then fhall God alfo rejoice over us, and the joy of our com- 
paflionate Saviour be completed, in the feeing the full accom- 
plifhment of the travail of his foul. To him who has fo wifely 
as formed the {cheme, and will faithfully and perfectly accomplith 
it, be glory, and majefty, dominion, and power, both now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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Spe avon the authority of this book was called in que- 
- ftion in the beginning of the third century, yet this 
is no reafonable objection again{t receiving it into the fa- 
cred canon; for perhaps no part of the New Teftament, 
though of ungueftionable authenticity and credit, was 
more univerfally acknowledged, ‘or mentioned with high- 
_ er refpect, during the two preceding centuries. Dr Mill ob- 
ferves, that in a few years after’ it was written, it was num- 
bered .among the gpo/ffolical writings, by the churches of 
Afia, the neighbouring churches of Syria and Samaria, 
the more diftant ones of Africa, Egypt, and Rome, and 
the other churches of Europe. Accordingly Mr Lowman, 
citing this remark of Dr Mill, makes the following addi- 
tional obfervation, ‘‘ that hardly any one book hath recei- 
“< ved more early, more authentic, or more fatisfactory at- 
“ teftations.”’ 

Its canonical authority being debated fo late as the third 
century, when it had been univerfally admitted before, ap- 
pears to have arifen, from the oppofition made to thofe ab- 


{urd opinions, which it is well known were entertained by 
X * 2 feveral 
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feveral fathers, concerning the millennium. Thefe being ere 
tirely grounded upon an injudicious and miftaken inter- 
pretation. of fome prophecies, contained in this facred book, 
Caius, with fome others, to end the controverfy as 
{peedily and effeCtually as poflible, weakly and indifcreet- 
ly ventured to deny the authority of the book, which had 
given occafion to it. If the reader would fee this argu- 
ment handled at large, and the fentiments of the ancients 
reprefented fully and diftin@ly, he may confult Dr Mii/’s 
Prolegomena, Sir Ifaac Newton’s Obfervations on the Apoca- 
lypfe, Dr Twells’s third part of his Critical examination of 
the new text and verfion, and Dr Lardner’s fecond part of 
the Credibility of the Go/pel-Hiftory, patlim. 

This prophetic book is entitled, Te Revelation of Jelus 
Chrift, which he fent and fignified by his angel to his fer- 
vant John. There is, in my opinion, very little reafon to. 
doubt, that the John here mentioned, was the evangelift 
of that name, and the author of the three epifties. For con- 
cerning this Fohw antiquity agrees, that he was bamfhed 
to Patios in the reign of Domitian, for his adherence to 
the Chriftian faith. And the author of this book informs 
the churches of Afia, (chap. i. ver. 9.) that he, their bro- 
ther and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jefus Chrift, received thefe’ revelations, when 
he was in the ifle called Patinos, for the word of God, and 
the teftimony, of Jefus Chrift. And if, with fome learned 
men, we apprehend, that the tradition of the evangelift 
John being banifhed to the iffe Patmos, was occafioned by 
this paflage of the revelation, it fhews at leaft, that it was 
the moft early, as well as moft generally received, opinion 
of the ancients, that the author of this book was the fame 
with St John the evangelif?. This book is commonly call- 
ed, Lhe Revelation of St Fobn the Divine. But this appel- 
lation of its author is not of canonical authority; it was 
firft given to St John by Eufebius, not to diftinguifh him 
from any other perfon of the fame name, but on account 
of thofe myfterious and fublime points of divinity, with the 
knowledge of which he feems to have been favoured above 
his fellow-apo/tles. 

If the account of Eufebius is to be credited, that St John 
_-was banifhed into Patmos, and there received his’ revela- 

j “tion, 
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tion, in the laft year of the reign of Domitian, we may fix 
the date of this book, with great probability, about the 
year 96. fam aware, that fome authors of very diftin- 
guifhed character, and particularly the great Sir Ifaac New- 
ton, place it earlier, and even before the deftrudtion of 
Jerufalem. Lhe learned Wolfius, (in his Prolegomena to 
the revelation, in the fifth volume of his Cure Philologica,) 
hath examined and refuted this opinion. I fhall here on- 
ly obferve, that. perhaps the /even churches of Afia were 
not founded fo early as this opinion fuppofes, or at leaft 
they were not then become fo confiderable, much lefs 
had undergone fuch changes and revolutions, as the re- 
{pective epi/tles to them recorded in this book reprefent 
them to have done. 

At the clofe of the magnificent defcription of our blef- 
fed Lord’s appearance to St John, contained in the fr/? 
chapter, he is ordered to write the things which he faw, 
(that is, the glorious vifion he then beheld,) and the things 
which are, or the {tate of the churches at that time, and 


_the things which foall be hereafter, or the future {tate and 


condition of the church, to the end of the world. Ac- 
cordingly this book may properly be divided into three 
puts. 

The fr/? containing the zntroduction, or a preface and 
dedication to the feven churches in Afia, and an account 
of the glorious vifion of our Lord, with which St John 
was favoured during his banifhment in Patmos, where he 
alfo received a Divine revelation concerning the {tate of the 
church. (Chap. 1. throughout.) 

The fecond part containing the epi/fles which Chrift com- 
manded him to write to the feven churches of Afia, rela- 
ting to their prefent circumftances, and to the duties re- 
fulting from them. (Chap. il. and ii.) ay 

The third part, which defcribes the condition of the 
church in after-times, from the ¢hird chapter to the end of 
the book, begins with a fublime defcription of the Deity 
enthroned.in glory, furrounded with angels,, and with the 
heavenly church; and then proceeds, to reprefent a /ealed 
book, or the volume of God’s decrees, given to the Lamb ; 
who only was worthy to open it, and who, on that ac- 
count, receives the acclamation of the whole choir of faints 

and 
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and-angels, (chap. iv. v.) After this fublime apparatus, the 
- Lamb is reprefented as opening the /eals of the book, one 
after another ; and with this the fcene of prophecy begins; 
which may very properly be divided, (as it is by the learn- 
ed Mr Lowman, who is undoubtedly the beft commenta- 
tor extant, on this part of the New Teftament,) inta 
feven periods. 


The First Pertop is that of the feals. 


The fr/? {eal reprefents a white horfe, his rider having 
a bow in his hand, and a crown of gold on his head, go 
ing forth to conquer. 

The fecond reprefents a red horfe ; and to his rider is 
givera great fword, and power to take peace from the 
earth. : 

The third reprefents a black horfe, whofe rider hath a 
pair of {cales in his hand, to weigh corn and provifion. 

The fourth reprefents a pale horfe, whofe name is death, 
to whom is given power to flay the fourth part of the 
earth with the fword, and with famine, and with pefti- 
lence, and with wild beafts of the field. 

The fifth reprefents, under the altar, the fouls of thofe 

‘who were flaughtered on account of the word of God; - 
and the final reward of their conftancy. 

The fxth reprefents an earthquake, the darkening of 
the fun, the moon becoming as blood, ‘and the {tars fall- 
ing from heaven. 

After the defcription of the opening of thefe fx feals, 
and of the confequent vifions, an ange/ is reprefented as 
fealing one hundred forty and four thoufand with the feal of — 
God:, after which is introduced the choir of the heavens 
ly church blefiing the Almighty; and one of the e/ders 
fhews St John, the happinefs of thofe who had patiently 
endured tribulation. (Chap. vii. throughout.) 

The Lamb is then reprefented as opening the /feventh 
feal, which is fucceeded by a filence in heaven for the — 
fpace of half an hour; introductory to the 


SeconD Prertop, which is that of the trumpets, given — 
aad 
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to the feven. angels, — mentioned. And upon the 
founding the 


Firft trumpet, there is hail and fire mingled with blood 
eaft down upon the earth, reprefenting bloody and de- 
ftructive wards. On the founding of the 

Second trumpet, a great mountain, as it were, burning 
with fire, is caft into the fea; by which a third part of it 
becomes blood, and a third ‘patt of the creatures in the 
fea die, and a third part of the fhips are deftroyed. On 
the- founding of the 

Third trumpet, a great burning ftar falls from heaven 
upon a third part of the rivers, and of the fountains of 
waters, and a third part of ae waters become bitter. On 
the founding of the 

Fourth tr rumpet, a third ne of the fun, and of ‘the 
moon, and of the ftars, ts darkened. Rid a wo is de- 
nounced by one of the angels againft them that dwell on 
the earth, for the trumpets of the three angels who are 
- yet to found, On the founding of the 

Fifth trumpet, the bottomleds pit is opened, and from 
thence iffue forth /ocu/ts in great multitudes, not to defiroy 
the fruits of the earth, but to torment its inhabitants. 
Thefe locufts are defcribed like horfes prepared for battle 
with crowns on their heads like gold, and their faces like 
the faces of men, their hair like the hair of women, their 
teeth like lions, their breaft-plates like iron, the noife of 
their wings like ‘that of chariots and horfes, their tails like 

4corpions, and armed with ftings; having the angel of 
the bottomlefs pit for their leader. On the founding of 
the 

Sixth trumpet, the four angels, which were bound by 
the great river Euphrates, are “looted, and lead up migh- 
ty armies of horfemen for the deftru@ion of mankind. 
(Chap. vill. ix.) 

After the /jixth trumpet had founded, St John relates 
the marvellous: vifion of an angel who appeared to him in 
great glory, and brought him a little book, which he is 
commanded to eat ; and then he is ordered, again, to pro~ 
phefy to many people, and nations, and tongues, and 
kings: (chap. x. throughout.) And thus the 

THIRD 


' 
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Tuirp Periop ‘is’ introduced, which is pointed out 
by various reprefentations : 


1. By the meafuring of the Temple; part of which is 
given to, and trodden under foot by the Gentiles; and 
two witneffes are reprefented as prophefying in fackcloth 
1260 days, and then, having been put to death, are rai- 
fed again from the dead; and upon the founding of the 
trumpet of the /eventh angel, their triumphs over their 
enemies are celebrated. by the heavenly hofts! (chap. x1, 
1,---18.) And the temple of God being opened in hea- 
ven, and the ark of the covenant difplayed, the ftate of 
the church in ¢his period, is defcribed a 

2. As a woman clothed with the fun, with the moon 
under her fect, and on her head a crown of. twelve ftars; 
and while fhe was in travail, affaulted by a fiery dragon, 
with feven heads, and ten horns, and on his heads feven 
crowns; and when fhe is delivered, her child is caught 
up to God; and fhe flies into the wildernefs to avoid the 

‘dragon, where fhe is fupported 1260 days; and the dra- 
gon is vanquifhed by the angels: (chap. xi. 19.---xil. 
throughout.) The deplorable condition of the church in 
this pertod \s defcribed further, 

3, By the faithful being expofed to the ravages of a wild 
beaft, whom St John faw in a vifion rifing out of the fea, 
having feven heads, and ten horns, that is ten diadems, 
and on his heads names of blafphemy, to whom the dra- 
gon gaye his power and authority; fo that the inhabitants 
of the earth worfhipped the beaft, as well as the dragon; 
and the beaft had power to make war with the faints 42 
months, or 1260 days; (which is the fame fpace of time, 
during which the woman, in the preceding vifion, is faid to _ 
have been fupported in the wildernefs, and during which, 
in the jirf? vifton, the two witnefles are faid to prophefy 
in fackcloth: a circumftance, which plainly demontftrates 
thefe vifions to be defcriptive of the ftate of things in the 

fame period, and not in fucceffive periods.) And the power 
and authority of this beaft is fupported by another beaft, 
which arofe after it, and which is alfo particularly de- 
fcribed. And the mark, or the name of the beait, or 
the number of his name, which is alfo faid to be the num- 

r ber 
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ber.of a man, is fix hundred and fixty-fix.---After which 
follows a fublime defcription of the Lamd ftanding on 
mount Zion, furrounded with the one hundred forty-four 
thoufand, who have the name of his Father written in their 
foreheads, while the heavenly church celebrates. the hap- 
pinefs of thofe who had continued faithful, and perfevered 


.. to the end.---The next vifion is of an angel flying through 


the midft of heaven, with the everlafting gofpel in his 
hand, denouncing the judgment of God to be approach- 
ing on the beaft, and on them who worfhip him: which 
is likewife fet forth by fome fucceeding reprefentations :--- 
And particularly, 

By an order given to the /even angels to pour out their 
vials, full of the feven laft plagues, in which the wrath of 
God is completed on the beaft and his votaries. a 


The frft vial is poured out upon the earth, and produ- 
ces a grievous ulcer on them who had the mark of the 
beaft. PS 3 

The /econd vial is poured out upon the fea; which be- 
comes blood, and every living thing in the fea dies. 

The third vial is poured out on the rivers, and on the 


_ fountains of water, which alfo become blood. ! 


The fourth vial is poured forth on the fun, which hath 
power given to it to feorch mien with fire. 

_ The fifth vial is poured out on the throne of the beatt, 
and his kingdom is darkened, and his votaries gnaw their. 
tongues, and blafpheme the God of heaven, for their 
pains and their ulcers. . 

The /ixth vial is poured out on the river Euphrates, and 
the water of it is dried up, fo that a way is prepared for 
the kings of the eaft; againft whom the worfhippers of the 
beaft are drawn up in order of battle. And then upon 
the pouring out of — | 

The feventh vial, a voice is heard from Heaven, accom- 
panied with thunder and lightning, faying, “ It is com- 
“ pleted;” that is, Babylon the great-hath drank of the 
cup of the wine of God’s fierceft indignation. 

After. the pouring out of thefe vals, one of the angels, 
who had executed that commiffion, further explains what 
had been reprefented, by defcribing the character of the 

Vou. VI. Yy gteat 
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great harlot who fitteth on many waters, and with wkony 
the kings of the earth committed fornication. And then 
follows an account of another angel defcending from hea- 
ven, declaring with a loud voice, that Babylon the great 
is fallen, and pointing out the lamentation of her friends 
and merchants over her. Upon which 1s defcribed the 
triumph of the heavenly hoft on account of the fall of Ba- 
bylon; which is further illuftrated by the reprefentation 
of am attack made by Chrift and his army on the beatt, 
ending inan entire victory over him ; (chap. xill.---xkx.) 


The Fourru Prrrop reprefents an angel defcending 
from heaven, to confine the great dragon, or Satan, m 
the bottomlefs pit for the {pace of a thoufand years; du- 
ting which the church is in a very peaceful and flourifh- 
ing condition; (chap. xx. 1,---6.) e 


The Firru Periop reprefents Satan loofed again for 
a little feafon, and making a frefh attempt for the efta- 
blifhment of his kingdom, which fhall iffue in its utter de- 
ftruction, (ver. 7,---10.) E 


The SixrH Perxrtop reprefents the general refurrec- 
tion, the laft judgment, and the utter deftruction of the 
wicked, (ver. 11, to the end.) . 


The Seventu Prrrop reprefents the vifion of new 
heavens, and a new earth, or the happinefs. of the Jeru~ 
falem above, defcribed by the fublimeft figures which can 
enter into the human imagination ; (chap. xxi. xxii.---5.) 


In the conclufion of this truly marvellous feries of pro- 
phecy, with which the canon of {cripture clofes, our bleffed 
Lord in the mioft awful manner charges his faithful fer- 
vant and apoftle John, to reveal to the churches what had 
thus been revealed to him, and declares his own fpeedy 
approach to the final judgment; denouncing a very dread- 
ful fentence of condemnation, on thofe, whe fhould add 
to or dimint/h the words of the prophecy of this. book. 
And then the facred writer concludes the whole with a fo- 
- lemn benediction ; (chap. xxii. 6, fo the end.) 

After all the labour and pains, which learned men have 
been at, to explain and illuftrate this book, fo many ar- 

ticles. 


Y 
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tacles are contained in it, which are dark and myfterious, 
that I remained fome time undetermined, whether I fhould 
publifh any commentary upon it at all. But on a more 
devout and attentive review, I refolved, to offer to the 
reader what afliftance I could, to enable him to compre- 
hend its general defign, and lead him to thofe pra€tical and 
important 7/tructions, which. it fuggefts with great plain- 
nefs and energy ; without entering very deeply into criti- 
cal inquiries concerning thofe particular events to which 
-the feveral prophecies may be fuppofed to refer. It is an 
excellent obfervation of Monjfieur Saurin, that this is a ve- 
ry mortifying book to a mind greedy of knowledge and fciente, 
but a very fatisfying and agreeable one to a heart folicitous 
about maxims and precepts, tor regulating our tempers and 
lives; or, in his own expreflive and elegant words, L’ Apo- 
calypfe, qui eff un des plus mortificans Ouvrages, pour un 
Efprit avide de Connoiffance <> de Lumiere, eff un des plus 
fatisfaifans pour un Ceur avide de Maximes et de Precepts. 
Saurin’s Serm. vol. XII. p. 234. 
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The preface, and dedication to the feven churches in Afia; including 
an affeéling difplay of the Divine glory of our Lord Fefus Chrift, 
| and fublime fongs of praife to him for redeeming love. Rev. I. 


— ————— ~ 


1,---8. 
Rey. I.2. REVELATION I. 1. : 
‘THE Revelation of HIS is the book of the revelation of Fefus 520. 
Jetas, =, Chri’; ’ Chrift ; even that revelation, which God his x. 


which God gave un- : A 
ro him, to flew unto. Father gave to him for wife and holy purpofes, Ste 


| pie ious eines to fhew to his fervants the things which muft j. ,. 
| spree and h, JPortly be ; many of which are to be very quick- 
vent and fignifiedif by ly accomplifhed, and the reft within a period of 
his angel unto his time, which, when compared with his reign in 
_ tvant John: the heaven of heavens with all his faints and peo- 
ple, is only a fhort and very inconfiderable 
_ duration. And fending the difcovery of thefe 
things by his angel, whofe office it was to raife 
extraordinary figns and reprefentations in his 
imagination, he fignified them to his fervant Ae 
who 
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SECT. 


Rev. 
i Ege 


2 loved: 


who. had indeed been diftinguifhed by his Ma- 
fter’s affection in the days of his flefh ; infomuch 
that he even lay i in his bofom, and was ftyled, 
by way of eminence, the difciple whom Jefus 
And who, being honoured with fo 
important a meflage, failed not faithfully to de- 
clare it 3 but te/tifed the word of God, which in 
thofe prophetic vifions came unto him, and the 
teftimony of Fefus Chrift, (whoie mefienger the 
angel was,) exactly reporting whatever he faw. 
ows {is} Ae that attentively readeth, and they 
that obediently hear the words of is. prophe/y 
and who keep the things that are written in it, 
fixing their mind upon them, and duly regard- 
ing them; for the time of their accomplifhment 


[is] at hand. 


4 .And confidering the particular manner in 


5 


which they were addrefled by our blefied Lord, 
in fome of the firft of thefe revelations, JOHN 
dedicates and inf{cribes this account of the whole, 
to the feven churches, which are in the precontu- 
lar Afiay at Ephefus, Smyrna, Pergamys, Thy- 
atira, Sardis; Philadelphia, and Laodiceas 
withing that grace in the richeft abundance, 
and peace in ail the variety of its bleflings, may 
[de] with you all from the great God, the foun- 
tain of all blefiings, even gree him, ahs ¢ is, and 
iho was, and who is to come *, pofietled of in- 
tariable Divine attributes and perfections; and 
from the feyen fpirits, which are before his 
throne», and appear as emblems of the various 
operations and endowments of that one bleffed 
Spirit by whom they are aétuated ; And 
From Fefus Chrit, the true anid faithful Witnefsy 


whofe 
Natu See ce 


, come: 


The infcription to the feven churches in Afia ; 


2 Who bare recore 
iof the word of God, 
and of the teftimony 
of Jefus Chrift, and 
of all things’ that 
he faw. 


3 Bleffed is he that 
readeth, and _ they 
that hear the words 
of this prophecy, and 
keep thofe things — 
which ares written 
therein: for thetime 
is at hand. — 

4 John to the fe- 
ven churches which 
are in Afia: Grace 


be unto you, and 
peace, from him 
which is, and which 


was, and which is to 
and from the 
feven fpirits which 
are before his throne: 


5 And from Jefus 
Chrift, who is the 
faithful Witnefs, and — 

thes? 


2. From him who is, and who was, &e.] 

"The learned Grotins is of opinion, that 
che nominaive cafe not being varied iuto 
what the grammarians call a genitive, as 
the common rules of grammar require, 
is cefigned to reprefent the everiatting 
veracity and invariablenefs of God, and 
the unchangeable majefty of Chrift in the 
celtimony oF his gofpel, and the glory of 
his kingdom. 

b The fevcn fpirits before his throne. ] 
Some have explained this of the feven arch- 
angels, and urged it as an inftance of i- 
vocation to them; but we may rather fup- 
pote the Spirit of Ged to be fymbolicalty 


reprefented by the feven Spirits before the 
throue ; as it is a view very agreeable to 
the genius of this emblematical book. 
‘This, as Bithop Burict. obferves, in fap- 
port of this. opinion, (fee Burnet on the 
articles, p. 39.) is moft confiftent with 
the‘prohibition of prayer to the angels. 
And if we do not ,firppofe this to be the 
cafe, it will be a great difficulty to ac= 
count for theomiffion of the Spirit, whofe” 
dignity mutt, on almoft every hypothe/is, 
he allowed far fuperior to that of the 
higheft created angels. See Mr Lowman - 
ia loc. 

o> 


© He 


and an afcription of praife to the Redeemer : 


the Firft-begotten of 
the dead, . and the 
Prince of the kings 
of the earth. Unto 
him that loved us, 
and wafhed us from 
our fins in his own 
blood, 


6 And hath made 
us kings and priefts 
unto God and his 
Father; to him be 
glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


3 Behold, fie co- 
meth with clouds; 
and every eye fhall 

fee 
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whofe teftimony is ever to be received with the Srcr. 


moft religious regard, as being the Firft-born from 
the dead, the firft who rofe to die no more, and 
who as the eldeft Son of the family of God, is 
gone to take pofleffion of the inheritance for 
himfelf, and in the name of his brethren; even 
from him, who is the fupreme Ruler of all the 
kings of the earth, and who knows how to hum- 
ble them in their proudeft career, and defeat 
their mightieft oppofition to his kingdom, by 
depofing one, or exalting another, at his fove- 
reign pleafure; and even removing them by a 
fingle act of his will, not only from the thrones 
they fall, but from the world they inhabit. This 


glorious Perfon let us all adore, confcious of 


our infinite obligations to him ; and fay to him 
who hath loved us with the moft unparalleled 
affe€tion, and hath condefcended fo low, that 
he hath wafbed us from the otherwife indelible 
{tains of our fins in his awn moft precious dled, 
having fhed it to make fatisfaction and atone- 
ment tor them ; And in confequence of this 
hath made us kings and priefts to his God and Fa- 
ther, that we fhould reign with him in eternal 
life, and enjoy the perpetual pleafure of wor- 
fhipping before him in his heavenly temple, and 
in the mean time be trained up for it by of- 
fering {piritual facrifices: to him [be] glory and 
dominion for ever and ever, throughout the end- 
lefs ages of eternity: amen: fo let it be, for 
the honour of our Lord, as well as the comfort 
of his people, to whom he is more dear, than 
it is poflible any feparate. intereft of their own 
can be: 
obferve with fuitable regard, fe is, as it were, 
even now coming in that pomp and majefty in 
which he himfelf defcribed his appearance, with 


the clouds of heaven, in power and great glory 5 


the day is fo near at hand, that it may be faid 
to be already come; and however men may af- 
fect to overlook and negle& him, and his inter- 
eft now, every eye fball then fee him‘, and eve- 
ry 

WG! Tek h 
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And fo it fhall be; for behold and 7 


© He is coming in the clouds, and every befal the Jews, when the deftruction of | 


eye fhall fee bim.] 


, It is furprifing, that 
Dr Whitby fhould interpret the/e words, 
as relating to the temporal calamities to 


Jerufalem was long fince paft. And 
whatever flanghter was made of the Jews 
in Lybia, Smyrna, Alexandria, aud o- 

ther 


870. 
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Whe declares himfelf to be the 


Sect. ry other objeét, which at prefent invites their 


I. 
eww 
Rev. 
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regard, fhall utterly vanith ; even all they who 
have pierced him fhall behold him, and they that 
condemned him fhall be arraigned at his tribu- 
nal; and all the tribes of the earth, who have 
rejected his government, and ‘oppofed. his inter- 
eft, /ball mourn becaufe of him 4, thall lament 
that fatal oppofition, by which, inftead of pre- 
vailing in the leaft againft him, they have only 
effected their own deftru€tion. “ Yea, Lord, 
“we repeat our joyful accent: amen: come, 
“© Lord Jefus, in the clouds of heaven ; take to 
thyfelfthy great power and reign; thy people 
fhall lift up their heads with joy and triumph, 
being infallibly affured, that their complete 
redemption is approaching.” And to con- 
firm their faith and hope, let them hear him 
fpeaking, as it were, by his own majeftic voice 
from him, and faying, J am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End: Iwas before 
all worlds, and fhall continue the fame, when 
all the revolutions of this world are over, and 
the final fcenes relating to it fhall be concluded. 
I am the Firft and the Laft; Iam he, /aith the 


Lord Jehovah, who is, and who was, and who 


ce 
(Ts 
it 
6 


is to come, the eternal, the unchangeable, the 


Almighty Author, Supporter, and Difpofer of all 
things. 
I M- 


N10. “fe BSS. 


Alpha and Omega. 


fee him, and théy 
alfa which pierced 
him; and all kin- 
dreds of the earth 
fhall wail becaufe of 
him: even fo, Amen. 


8 Tam Alphaand 
Omega, the Begin- 
ning and the Ending, 
faith the Lord, which 
is, and whieh wasy — 
and which is tocome, 
the Almighty, 


ther places afterwards, it could by no 
means be called, the coming of Chrifi in 
the clouds by way of eminence ; even 
though that phra/e might be allowed ap- 
plicable to remarkable /emporal vengeance, 
infli€ted by the providence, and in the 
caufe of Chrift. 

‘d Allihe tribes of the earth foall mourn 
becaufe of him.] In this verfe, is prefixed 
the great moral, which the whole book is 
defigned to illuftrate; namely, that tho’ 
there fhould be great oppofition made a- 
gain{t the ¢aufe and kingdom of Chrift, 
yet it fhould be utterly in vain; and his 
kingdom fhould triumph in the moft il- 
luftrious manner ; fo that all who had op- 
pofed it, thould have the greateft reafon 
to mourn. And as this feries of Divine 
prophecy begins, fo it ends with this 
feritiment, and with the joyful confent of 
his faithful fervants to this glorious truth, 
which fhould fill the enemies of Chrift 


with fuch terror and difmay. Compare 
chap. xxii. 20. 
€ Lam the Alpha, &c.] This has been 
interpreted by many as fpoken by the 
Father; but it will be very difficult to 
give fufficient proof of it. Moft of the 
phrafes, which are here ufed coneerning 
this glorious Perfon, are afterwards ufed 
concerning our Lord Fefus Chrift y and 
wavioxgxlae, though in ecclefiafical writ- 
ers.of the earlieft ages, generally, fo far 
as I can find, appropriated to the Father, . 
may, according to the Syriac verfion, be 
rendered, He who holds, that is, fuper- 
intends, fupports, and governs.a//; and 
then it is applied to Chrift, Col. i. 17. 
Heb. i. 3. But if after al] the words 
fhould be underftood as fpoken by the 
Father, our Lord’s applying fo many of 
thefe titles afterwards to himéelf, plainly 
proves his partaking with the Father in 
the glory pecihar to the Divine nature, 
and 


Reflections on the glorious charadler of Chrift. 
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W/12H what fublimity doth this wonderful book open! which, 


though pregnant with inexplicable my/feries, is, at the fame 
time, pregnant with inffruétion; which the weakeft of Chri/i’s 
humble difciples may perufe with facred complacency and de- 
light. For furely we are not to imagine that Divine dock to be 
unfit for our perufal, and undeferving our :egard, concerning 
which its Divine Author exprefsly declares, Bleffed is he that 
readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy! Thanks be 
to our heavenly Father, that he gave it to his Son fefus Chrift. 
Thanks to the Son of God, that he gave it to his fervant Fohu, to 
be trahfmitted down to future generations. 

Let us attentively view the Divine glory of the Father, and of 
his only-begotten Son, who is the brightne/s of that glory, and the 
exprefs image of his Perfon; and of the Holy Ghoff, who is here 
reprefented by the /even /pirits before the throne. From us, and 
from all created nature, let there be glory to him that is, and 
that was, and that 1s to come, and to the Firjt-born from the deac, 
who is /uperior to all the kings of the earth, and to all the angels 
of heaven, who is fo intimately united with the Father in Di- 
vine perfections and glories, that he alfo is ihe /pha and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End; that he alfo is almighty ; able by his 


mighty power to /uddue all things to himfelf; and is thé fame 


yefterday, to-day, and for ever. Never let us be unmindful of 
the condefcention of the Son of God, in becoming for our redemp- 
tion and falvation the Son of man. Let the great things he has 
done for us, the great things he has taught us to expect from 
him, be ever familiar to our minds. How atftonifhing was that 


love, which engaged him fo wa/b us from our fins in his own 


bigod! How glorious is that exaltation to which he is‘raifing us ! 
rendering us, even inthe prefent world, kings and prie/ts to God, 
and infpiring us with the ardent hope of an immutable kingdom, 
and an everlafting priefthood in the temple of our God above. 
This is the fublime and tranfcendent happinefs of all who with 
lively faith look for that bleed hope, and the glorious appearance 
of the great Cod, and our 

Perfonage 1s coming in the clouds, and our eyes fhall fee him: too 
often already have we pierced him; let us now look up to him 
with an humble and lively faith; let us mourn over our fins at 


table 


prefent, that we may not pour forth floods of unprofitable 
tears 

NAO). Te Be 
‘and incommunicable to any creature. and Po/?l. Serm. vol. I. (p. 70.)3 vet he 
See Bilhop Pearfim on the Creed, p. 175. intimates, that Chrift may have the title 
—Dr Clarke contends that the word wav- of Alpha and Oinera, as Author and bin- 


Joxeasoe is peculiar tothe Father, (com- fher of our faiih, Beginner and Completer 
pe oe 7 Neutra ria Weasaeies 

pare Clarke 6n the Trinity, Numb. a1q. of our Slvation, [Heb. xil. 2. meh 
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372 St Fobn acquaint; them that he was in the ifle Patmos: 
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to 


- who have the honour to be a partaker with you 
-all in the tribulation, and in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Fefus Chrift; with all I fay, who are 


tears in that awful day; as all the tribes of the earth thall do, who 
have dared to fet themfelves againft the kingdom of Chri; a 
kingdom which fhall then be triumphant over all oppofition, the 
laft of its enemies being vanquifhed and deftroyed. 


3 Eee II. 


St John gives an account of the circumftances and manner of our 
Lord’s appearance to him, when he received the revelation in 
Patmos. Rev. 1. 9y---16. 


REVELATION L. 9. 
| aaa who was formerly diftinguifhed by 
the name of the difciple whom Jefus loved *,, 
who am alfo your brother, O ye Chriftians, and 


Rev. I. 9. 
JouN, who alfo 
am your brother, 

and companion in 
tribulation, and’ in 
the kingdom and pa= 
tience of Jefus Chrift, 
was in the ifle that 
is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and: 
for the teftimony of 
Jefus Chritt. 


called to the hope of his kingdom, and in the 
patient expectation of that, endure with cheer- 
fulnefs the afflictions which his infinite wifdom 
is pleafed to appoint us: I was in the defart and 
difconfolate i/land of the Aigean Sea, called 
Patmos », to which I-was banifhed by Domi- 
tian'the emperor, for the fake of the word of 
God, manifefted in the gofpel, and for the tefti- 
mony of Fefus Chrifi, which I had endeavoured 
faithfully to maintain. Iwas on a fudden in 
the Spirit, under his miraculous energy, o7 that 
biefled day which we Chriftians are accuftomed 
to call the Lord’s day‘, the firft day of the week, 


which. 
Ne Oe Mire esi: 


1o IT was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s 
day 5 


2 I Fobn the difciple whom Jefus loved. } 
So I boldly paraphrafe thefe words, truft- 
ing to the general tradition of the church 
upon this head, of which I have taken 
notice in the Introduction; and I think, 
there is fome finilarity in the phrafeology 
here and in the gofpel of St John, though 
I am fenfible at the fame time, there is a 
greater elevation of {tyle in fome parts of 
this book, than is to be found in the o- 
ther writings of this apojfle: which is 
not to be wondered at, confidering the 
extraordinary nature of the /cenes he re- 
cords; which had a very natural tendency 
to raife the ftyle, and perhaps might have 
elevated it in any fufure writings, in con- 
fequence of the wonderful and fublime 


ideas which now pafled through his 
mind. ; 
b S[land called Potmos.|  Ecelefiaftica 
hiftory tells us, that St John was here em- 
ployed in digging a mine, being banifhed 
hither by Domitian the emperor, after 
he had come unhurt out of a cauldron of 
boiling oil. But the hijtorical evidence 
produced for this great event, is-very un- 
certain. 
© In the Spinit on the Lords day.) Itis 
fo very unnatural, and contrary to the 
ufe of the word in all other authors, to 
interpret this of the Jewith fabbath, as 
Mr Baxter juftly argues at large, (fee his 
Works, vol. Wl. p. 798.) that I cannot 
but conclude, with him, and the genera- 
lity, 


And Chrift appeared to him in great glory. 


Gay3 and heard be- which our dear Redeemer has rendered facred S*cT- 


hind mea great voice, 
as of a trumpet, 


and venerable, by his refurrection from the dead 
on the morning of it; and though I was then 


‘incapable of joing in any worfhipping affembly, 


x1 Saying, I am 
Alpha and Omega, 
the Firft andthe Latt: 
and, What thou feeft, 
write in a book, and 
fend if unto the feven 
schurches which are 
in Afia; unto Ephe- 
dus, and unto Smyr- 
na, and unto Perga- 
mos, and unto Thy- 
atira, and’ unto Sar- 
‘dis, and unto Phila- 
adelphia, and unto 
Laodicea. 


mm, And a turned 
to fee the voice that 
fpake with me. And 
being turned, I faw 

feven 


lity of Chriftian writers on this fubjec, 


the want of that privilege was amply made up, 
by that manifeftation with which the Lord of 


the day was pleafed to favour me; for I heard © 


a great voice behind me, as loud as the found of 
a trumpet, Which faid in diftin® and arti- 
culate accents, 7, who am going to appear to 
thee, O John, am the Alpha and the Omega 4, 
the Firft and the Laft ; Y boatt Divine perfections 
and glories, and aflume without robbery or ufur- 
pation, the peculiar titles and prerogatives of 
the one eternal, infinite, and unchangeable Je- 
hovah; and am now defcended from heaven, to 
give thee a revelation of the moft aftonifhing 
and important events.’ And, as even the remo- 
teft ages are concerned in what thou feeft, write 
an exact account of it in a book, and fend copies 
of (7t] to the feven churches in Afia *, to Ephe- 


fus, and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to 


Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadelphia, 
and to Laodicea, that each may receive its own 
leffon, and at the fame time, enjoy the benefit 
of thofe which are intended for all the reft. 
And I turned to fee the Perfon who uttered that 
wonderful voice which /pake unto me; and being 
thus turned, I faw an attonifhing fcene, the par- 
ticulars of which I fhall now relate: ‘There were 


eve 
Nika O tray varia so. 
Fefus Chrift no more than a deified creas 
ture. 


that this text ftrongly infers the extraordi- 
nary regard paid to the firft day of the 
week in the apojtle’s time, as a day folemn- 
ly confecrated to Chrift, in memory of 
his refurre@tion from the dead. 

d Iam Alpha and Omega.| ‘That thefe 
titles fhould be repeated fo foon, in a con- 
nection which demonftrates they are given 
to Chrift, will appear very remarkable, 
whatever fenfe be given to the eighth verfe. 
The argument drawn, in the preceding 
note upon it, would have been ftrong, 
wherever fuch a paflage as this had been 
found; but its immediate conneétion with 
this, greatly ftrengthens it. And 1 can- 
not forbear recording it, that this text has 
done more than any other in the Bible, 
toward preventing me from giving into 
shat [cheme, which would make our Lord 

Z 


€ Seven churches in Afia.] 1 prefume 
not to inquire, Whether thefe were the 
only <Ajiatic churches. To be fure they 
were the principal. Nor will 1 inquire, 
why the epi/f/es were appropriated to the 
churches of that province. It is certain 
they contain many things of wnxfverfal 
concern; and as there is plainly an in- 
tention to reprefent the regard of Chrift 


to minifters, and churches, by his wal/k-' 


ing among golden candlefl.cks, and holding 
flars in his right-hand, the number fever 
may be mentioned, as it feems beft to 
harmonize with fome other parts of this 
book, namely, with the feven feals, feven 
trumpets, feven vials, feven thunders, and 
fever fpirits before the throne. 
Zz 
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The manner of our Lord’s appearance to Foln. 


feven golden lamps on their ftands, which gave a 
bright and beautiful flame; And in the midft 
of the feven golden-lamps, there was [one] ina 
human form, a glorious and majeftic Perfon, 
like him who appeared to Daniel under the title 
of the Son of man, and in whom I traced the 
lineaments of that blefled Redeemer, whom I 
had fo long known. under that endearing name 
and character: ‘he appeared clothed in a long 
Gee not unlike the prieftly veftment, and like 


‘perfons of that holy order, girded, not about the 


middle, but fomething higher, about the breafts 
with a golden girdle §, which being properly 
faftened there, hung down to his feet. And 
his head, even [his] ‘hairs which adorned it, and 
flowed Fond his fhoulders, [were] white as 
wool, or to {peak more properly, as white as 
and his eyes [were] vivid 
and piercing as a flame of fire; And bis feet 
were refplendent like fine brafs, when purified in 
a furnace from all its drofs, and polithed by the 
hands of fome fkilful artificer; and his voice was 
loud as the voice of many waters, fo that I ima- 


gined it might have been heard as far as the 


founding noife of the billows of the fea, when 
they beat againft the rocky fhores; And he 
had in his right-hand, Seven luminous and very 
beautiful fars, the motions of which he feemed 
to dire€t and govern, at the fame time that he 
fupported them ; and out of bis mouth there went 

a fharp two- edged Jword, or dagger, capable of 
piercing and ‘wounding every way; and his 
countenance [was] radiant and glorious as the 
fun, [when he} joineth 2 in all his meridian power 
and luftre, and beams forth his rays, vigorous 
and unclouded. 


I M- 


Nea Oe “Tactke 
® A golden girdle.} The girdles were 


feven golden candl¢- 

icks 3 

x3 And in the 
mid{t of the feven 
candleflicks one like 
unto the Sonof man, 
clothed with a gar- 
ment down to. the 
foot, and girt about 
the paps with a gol- 
den girdie. 


14 His head, and 
his hairs were white 
like wool, as white: 
as {now, and his eyes 
were as a flame of 
fire; 


rs And his feet 
like unto fine brafs, 
as if they burned in 
a furnace; and his 
voice as the found of 
many waters. 


16 And he had in 
his right-hand feven 
(tars: and out of his 
mouth went a iharp 
two-edgedfword: and 
his countenance was 
as the fun fhineth in 
his ftrength. 


make a very’ ornamental part of drefs. 


a kind of fafb, which firft went over the 
neck like a fippet, were crofied on the 
breaft, and then went round the lower 
part of the breaft, two or three times, 
Mike a modern circingle, and: then they 
fell down almoft to the feet. And as 
they were fometimes’ embroidered, and 
fometimes ringed with gold, they muft 


The prieffs were required, for coolnefs 
and decency, to wear linen garments, and 
gird themfelves higher than others. Com- 
pare Ezek. xliv. 17, 18. And this is one 
of the many allufions to the temple, and 
its forms and cuftems, with which we 
fhall find this book fo greatly to abound. 
Compare Exod. xxxix. 5. 
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Reflections on the happinefs conferred on Chrifi’s fervants. 
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\ i [Har unfpeakable happinefs can our dlefed Redeemer confer 


on his faithful fervants, while fuffering in his caufe! How 


wretched was Cefar on his imperial throne, compared with this 
defpifed and perfecuted difciple of Chri, in his old age banifhed 
to the defolate ifland of Patmos! There his Lord condefcended to 


_vifit him, opened his eyes to prophetic vifions, and diffufed a- 


round him celeftial glories. May we in ‘no cafe be athamed of 
the word of God, and the teftimony of Fefus Chrift, a zeal for which 
was fo gracioufly acknowledged, {o glorioufly rewarded. 

Tt was on the Lord’s day that the apoftle was in the Spirit : 
how often has the Spirit of God vifited his people at that facred 
feafon, vifited them as well in their /ecret retirements as in the 


' public aflembly ; when the hand of, Providence, as in the inftance 
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before us, and not their own negligence, and indifference to Di- . 


vine ordinances, occafioned their abfence from them: otherwife 
we might fear that thofe raptures of mind, which in the contempt 
of ordinances fome make their boaft and glory, arife from the 
artifices of the great enemy of fouls, and are to be numbered 


“ among the moft dangerous engines by which he attempts our 


ruin. . 

Let our fouls again bend,, in humble veneration, to him who 
is the Firft and the Laft, the Alpha and Omega. As if we heard his 
awful voice proclaiming himfelf by thefe illuftrious and Divine 
titles, let us turn, as were, to behold him; and by thefe marvel- 
lous vifions in which he manifefted himfelf to St Fohn, let us en- 
deavour to form-fome imperfe& ideas of our blefied Lord, and 
the magnificence and glory with which he appears to the inhabi- 
tants of the heavenly regions. Every circumftance, not except- 
ing the minuteft and moft inconfiderable, attending this appear- 
ance of Chriff to his beloved apojtle, feems defigned to convey fome 
Divine truth, fome important leffon, for the contemplation and 
inftru@tion of future ages. It was, in general, beyond. all que- 
ftion, intended to imprefs us with the lowlieft reverence of our 
glorified Redeemer, that we may pay him our humble and de- 
vout adoration, and thus in fome degree anticipate the plea- 
fure with which we hope to appear in his immediate prefence 
above. 
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St John is exhorted not to be afraid ; 


6. B.€ Tegel 


Our Lord Jefus Chrift 


ift addreffes himfelf to ie apoftle tay and 


charges him with an epifile -0 each of the feven Afiatic churches 
already mentioned ; and, in the firft place, with the epifile to the 


pbiech of Ephefus. Rev. 1. 17.---Il. 7. 


REVELATION I. 17. 
Have juft been defcribing the appearance of 
Jefus Chrift to me, with which I was favour- 
ed on the Lord’s day, in the ifland of Patmos, 


- while I was engaged in fuch devout fentiments 


as were fuitable to the time and occafion: and I 
now add, that when I /aw him in this awful, 
this glorious aid refplendent form, I was per- - 
fefily overwhelmed with the majefty of his ap- 
pearance, fo that J fell down at his feet, as dead; 
and lie tmmediately condefcended to raife me 
up, with great indulgence; for he laid-his right- 
hand upon me, [and] faid to me, Fear not, John, 
for J appear to thee for purpofes of mercy; J 
am, indeed, as I have proclaimed myfelf, the 
Firft, and the La/?, poflefled of Divine perfe€tions 
and glories ; And yet I ftill wear the hu- 
man form, which I affumed for the redemption 
of human and fallen creatures like thyfelf,; 7 
[am] he who hives, and have life immortal, and 
glory immutable in myfelf, though I was once 
dead, as thou knowelt; and now behold it both 
with joy and wonder, Roth living for ever and 
ever : (amen *: be it fo then, O Lord; mayeft 
thou for ever live and reign!) And he added, J 
have the keys of the unfeen world», and of death; 
* I 
. Nei) One oa Biesss 

2 Amen.| As this word appears to 
have additional force, if underftood as 
exprefting the joyful affent of John to 


vol. It. p. 61, &e. 
what was delivered, I have inclofed it and 


Rev. La7. 


AND when I faw 

him, I fell at his 
feet as dead; and he 
laid his right-hand 
upon me, faying un- 
to me, Fear not: I 
am the Firft and the 


Latts 


18 I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; 
and behold, I am a- 


live for 


evermore, 


Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of 


death, 


honour of our bleffed Redeemer, as he 


there fhews unanfwerably. Howe’s Works, 


According to Grotius. 


(fee his note on Mat. xvi. 18.) 


the word, 


the paraphrafe upon it in a parenthe/is. 

b Unfeen world.) Tt mutt be allowed, 
that ade fometimes fignifies the grave, 
when the body only is fpoken of. ' But, 
as Mr Howe has large ly proved in his ex- 
ecllent difcourfe on this fex?, the interpre- 
tation I have here given, is moft reafon- 
able. That which would refer it to he// 
as the feat of the damned, limits the fenfe 
in a manner very derogatory from the 


hades, always denotes either death, ‘or the 
ftate after death, and they who are of opi- 
nion, that, Luke xvi. 23. is am exception, 
may confult this learned author’s judicious 
notes on this place. Our Englith, or ra- 
ther Saxon word, he//, in its.original fig- 
nification, (though it is now underftood 
in a more limited fenfe,) exaétly anfwers 
to the Greek word, hades, and denotes a 
concealed, or unjeen place; and this fenfe 


of 


but to write what he faw, what is, and what fhall be. cc ane 


ae 


them out of the body, and fixing them in the 


19 Write the 
things which thou 
haft feen, and the 
things which are, and 
the things which fhall 
be hereafter ; 


20 The myftery of 
the feven {tars which 
thou fawelt in my 


invifible ftate, according to my pleafure, till at 
Jength I thall exert my power of raifing the dead. 
Write therefore the things which thou now fee/t, 
and thofe which will be opened to thy view, in 
which there will be, in part, a reference to the 
things which already are, and a further refe- 
rence to the things which fhall hereafter be. 
And, as a general key to what I am now going 
to dictate, obferve, that as to the my/ftery of the 


right-hand, and the /@ven fears, which thou here fee/t as in my right- 
feven golden candle. hand, and of the feven lamps which are of gold ; 


{ticks. The feven 
ftars are the angels of 
the feven churches : 


the feven flars are an emblematical repretenta- 
tion of the angels, or prefiding miniflers, of the 


and the feven candle- feven churches ; and the feven lamps which thou 


fticks which thou 
faweft, are the feven 
churches. 


Jeefty are a reprefentation of the feuen churches 
tnemfelves, to which I have direéted thee to in- 


fcribe and tranfmit the important epiftles I am 
now about to dictate, according to what I ob- 


ferve of their refpective circumflances and ne- 


ceffities ¢. 


Cuap. Il. 1. Unto 
theangelof thechurch 
of Ephefus, write, 
Theie things faith he 
that holdeth the {fe- 


And in the firft place, addrefs to the angel, 
or prefiding officer 4, of the church at Exhefus, 
and write thus, Thefe things faith he who hold- 
eth the feven fiars in his right-hand, to fignify 


ven ftars in his right- that he is the great Support of his miniftring fer- 


hand, who walketh 
in the mid{t of the 
feven golden candle~ 


vants, and directs their feveral fituations and 
motions in the churches; and who walks in the 


Rticks ; midft of the feven golden lamps, to intimate there- 

: by his prefence among Chriftian focieties, and 

2 I know thy hig particular infpeCtion over them. My eyes 
works, h 

ave 


NevOre Te TES: 


of the word is ftill retained in the ea/tern, 
and efpecially, in the wejfern countries 
of England; to hele over a thing, is to 
cover it. See Lord King’s Hiftory of the 
Creed, chap. i. 

© Refpeétive cireumftances and necef- 
fities.] How exaétly the addrefs in each 
epiftle, fuits the ftate of the church to 
which it was fent, and what ‘condefcenfion 
is implied in our Saviour’s giving them 
thele diftinét notices and admonitions; is 
in fome meafure, though very imperfedtly, 
illuftratéd in my Ten Sermons onthe Power 
and Grace of Chrift.. See Serm. vii. page 
482,—134. 

¢ To the angel, ov prefiding officer.] 


That there was one paffor, who prefided 
in each of thefe churches, is indeed evident 
from the expreffion here ufed; but that 
he was a discefan bifbap, or had feveral 
congregations of Chriftians under his care, 
can by no means be proved, Nor is 
there the leaft hint of it, that ] know of, 
in any of thefe epi/tles. Many have 
fhewn from ancient Jewifh writings, that 
there was an officer of the fynagogue who 
had the name of angel. Sée Vitring. 
de Synag. Vet. lib. 3. p. ti. c. 3. And 
Dr Lightfoot adds, that from his. office 
of overlooking the reader of the law, he 
was called pn, or epifcopus. Compare 
Mal. ii. 7. ; 

© Canft 


A have a fupreme dominion over it, and remove S#¢?- 
' ‘ ee on 
the fouls of men from world to world, calling yeni 


Rey. 
eal Be 


19 


2° 


378 


Sect have been carefully fixed upon thee, 


3 
Rev. 


Nl Oe 


3 coming difdain. 


Chrift’s epi/tle to the church of Ephefus. 


obferved many things in thy conduét with plea- 
fure. J know thy works, and thy labour, and thy 
patience, with which thou haft endured the trials 
and fufferings to which thou haft been called 
out; and I know thou haft fuch a zeal for the 
honour of my gofpel, and the eftablifhment of 
my kingdom, that thou canft not bear thofe who 
are evil ©. And, as falfe pretenfions to a Di- 
vine miffion and infpiration are fo common, I 
know thou haft tried thofe, who fay they are apo- 
files, and_are not, and haft found them {to be] 
liars, and rejected their pretenfions with a be- 
And \ know thou haft fuftain- 
ed, with exemplary fortitude, the trouble the 

have given thee; and haf exercifed invincible 
patience under all thy fufferings and trials in m 
caufe; and thou haft laboured conftantly and te- 
nacioully for my name’s fake, and to eftablith the 
faith of my people; and haft not fainted under 
thy toils or tribulations. 
have [ fomething} to alledge againft thee, exem- 
plary as thou art in many refpects ; and it is 
this, That thou haft loft the zeal and fervour of 
thy firft love £ to me and my caufe; and’ this 
cannot but be very difpleaing to me. Re- 
member therefore from what thou art fallen; re- 


call 
N’ -0. 7) ES. 


and I have. 


works, and thy la- 
eur, and thy pa- 
tience, and how thou 
canft not bear them 
which are evil: and 
thou haft tried them 
which fay they are a= 
poftles, and are not ; 
and haft found them 
liars : 4 


3 And haft borne, 
and haft patience, 
and for my name’s 
fake haft laboured, 


Y and haft not fainted. 


Neverthele/s, I “4 Neverthelef&, 1 


have fomewhatagainft 
thee, becaufe thou 
haft left thy firft love. 


5 Remember there- 


fore from whence 
thou art fallen, aid 
re= 


€ Canjft not bear thofe who are evil.] 
This has been pleaded by Lord Barring- 
ton, as an argument that the church of 
Ephefus, inthe early days of Chriftianity, 
recovered itfelf from thofe corruptions 
which fome endeavoured to bring into it, 
(2 Tim, i, 15. ii. 17,26. lil. 6,—10.); 
and which St Paul, in his fir/? epiftle to 
Timothy, endeavoured, it feems, with 
fome happy fuccefs, to prevent. Mic. 
Sac. vol. 1. p. 42. Limborch has fufici- 
ently thewn, (fee his Theol. lib. v. cap. 37- 
§ 19.) the abfurdity of oppofing fuch a 
text as this to the great Chriftian doétrine 
of toleration, which fome haye madly en- 
deavoured to prejudife by trifling inferences 
from fuch detached and perverted claufes, 
in oppofition to the tenor of the whole 
New Teftament. But the pretending to 
enforce fuch ecclefiajtical cenfures, as the 
laws of Chrift do indeed in fome cafes re- 
quire, with thofe /ecular terrors which 
the magiffrate, by virtue of his office, is 
to infliét on immoralities prejudicial to 


fociety, has been the deftru€tion of Chri/ti- 
ian difcipline, in popifh countries wniver- 
fally, and generally in all prote/fant efta- 
blifhments too. 
£ Loft thy firft love.] It is very plain, 
that thefe epi/t/es, though in{cribed to the 
angels ov paftors of the churches, are di- 
rected to. the churches themfelves, as repre- 
fented by them. Juflt as the Fewifh church 
was reprefented by Jofhua, their high 
prieft, Zech. iii. x. But it is not im- 
probable, that where fome of the churches 
are blamed, there might be in their mini- 
Jéers fome faults correfpondent to thofe 
charged upon the fociety ; and particular- 
ly, that the zeal of this minifter of Ephe- 
{us might be declining. There is, I 
think, -no reafon to be anxious with re- 
gard to Timothy’s charater on this ac- 
counts; for it can never be proved that 
he was a rated paftor of the church of E- 
phefus, though fuch confident things have 
been faid concerning it on very flender 
foundations. ! 
§ Take 


He orders them to repent, and do their firft workss 


repent, and do the 
firft works; or elfe I 
will come unto thee 
quickly, and will re- 
move thy candleftick 
out of his place, ex- 
cept thou repent. 


6 But this thou 
haft, that thou hatett 
the deeds of the Ni- 
colaitans, which I al- 
io hate. 


4 He that hath an‘ 


ear, lethim hear what 
the Spirit faith unto 
the churches ; To 
him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of 
the tree of life, which 
is in the midft of the 
paradife of God. 


call thofe better days to thy memory, and in the 
view of them fet thyfelf ferioufly to repent of the 
decay which hath fo much prevailed ; and do the 


firft works, or rather endeavour to exceed them. 


Otherwife thou muft expe, that / will come un- 
to thee quickly, in fome awful difpenfations of 
Providence, and take away thy lainp out of its 
place, unle/s thou repent ® ; no longer thalt thou 
continue to be a church, if thou doft not endea- 
vour to recover thy loft pround, and to fhine at 
leaft with thy former luftre. Neverthele/s, 
thou haft this honoiir and praife remaining, that 


thou hateft the impure works of the lewd Nico- 


laitans ", which I alfo hate, as having brought 


fo great a reproach upon the Chriftian name : 
To conclude ; Let him that hath an ears hear 
what the Spirit faith to all the churches for their 
encouragement; and to that of Ephefus in par- 
ticular: Zo him, who conquers the enemies, 
which lie in the way of his duty and happinefs, 
and manfully breaks through all oppofitions, 7 
will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midft of the paradife of God; the fruit of which 
gives immortality; and it is fituated in the pa- 
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radife above; fo that he who refides within its - 


reach, is pofleffed of fuich felicities and delights 
as are far fuperior to thofe which Adam enjoy: 
ed in an earthly paradife, though in a ftate of 
uncorrupted and perfect innocence. . 


> 


I Ms: 


Ne OT Bias. 


8 Take away thy lamp out of its place.) 
As this threatening is addreffed to the 
church of Ephefus, though much better 
than fome other churches ; it is reafonable 
to believe, that it, like other denuncia- 
tions, was ifitended to awaken the reft. 
{t intimates how terrible a thing it would 
be to have the gofpel taken away from 
them. And indeéd it has béen executed 
upon them all, in a very awful manner. 
For though there be a little congregation, 
if I remember right at Smyrna; yet moft 
of thefe churches are quite ruined, and 
with thém the cities in which they ftood, 
though they »were once very celebrated. 
And it is hardly poffible, even for one 
who is not a Chriftian, to view the ac- 
count which Sir Paul Ricaut, and the 

Vou. VI. i 3 


Jearned and ingeriiois Mr.Smith, have 
given of them, without being tenderly 
affeéted with fo lamentable a cataftrophe. 

h WNicolaitans.} Some have thought 
thee heretics derived their riarhe from 
Nicolas; one of the feven deacons; and 
fome ancient writers have aflerted it. But 
the name was fo common among the Jews, 
that little argument can be drawn from 
thence. See Euf: Eccl. Hi/t. lid. iii. ¢. i6. 
The fubftance of what ancient writers fay 
concerning them is, that they taught the 
lawfulness of lewdnefs and idolatrous faci 
fices, e(teeming them things 1ndiffereti: in 
their own nature; and their praétices were 
faitable to fuch principles. Compare ver. 
14, 13. 


A 


Chap.i. 
17, 18 


Chap. 
ii. 1. 


Reflections on the glorious character of our Lord. 


LEM Ral O° Vo OIE. BY ML 


TirH. whatever humbl¢ and holy reverence this awful repre~ 
fentation of our bleffed Redeemer may ftrike us, let us be 
encouraged to look up to him by a lively faith, and to hear with 
joy, and with purpofes of the moft grateful obedience, the gra- 
cious declaration’ he makes of that amazing contraft of Divine 
perfections and charaters, and of human weaknefs and infirmi- 
ties, which metin him. The Alpha and the Omega, the Firft and 
the Laft, is he who lives and yet was dead, tut is now alive for 


“evermore: for us he became liable to death, but is now rifen to 


a Divine and immortal life; in which confideration let us conti- 
nually rejoice on his account, and on our owm. It is exceeding- 
ly reviving to the heart of a fincere Chriftian, that Fefus has the 
keys of the unfeen world, and of death; fo that whenever we are 
removed by the ftroke of this our laftenemy, it is only to be con- 
fidered as his turning.the key which will let us out of this world 
into another, of happinefs and glory everlafting. How delight- 
ful to reflect that Aeaven is under the command of our Redeem- 
er, and e// is under his controul! What have his faithful fervants 
to fear from the one? what have.they not to hope from the other? 
How does this cheering fentiment difarm both fe and death, of 
their refpective terrors ! 

Let us attend to each of thefe excellent epifles,. which Chrift 


_ condefcended himfelf to di€tate, and to addrefs by the hand of 


his fervant John, to thefe Afiatic churches. Let us attend to 
his titles, his admonitions, his promifes, that we may be awed 
with holy reverence, that we may be animated to humble hope, 
and fteady courage, in every encounter with the enemies of our 
falvation. ort 

Let the minifters of Chrift rejoice, that they are as ffars in the 
right-hand of their Redeemer. ‘¢ Support them, 0 Lord, by 
<¢ thy almighty power, and guide all their motions by thine in- 
“ finite wifdom.” Let all the churches of Chrift remember, that 
he walks in the midjt of the golden candlefticks : may they be pure 
gold: may their lamps /hine with unfullied luftre; that their Fa- 
ther may be glorified, and their Saviour delighted with the fur- 

vey. : 
He fees our labour, our patience, our fidelity, and our zeal. 
May he fee that we cannot bear thofe who would ¢orrupt our re- 
ligion, without exerting ourfelves to filence their falfe preten- 
fions, and to guard the churches, to which we are related efpe- 
cially, from the venom they might diffufe over them? In all thefe 
refpects, may we daily approve ourfelves to him in a more per- 
fe& manner. But, alas! does he not perceive in many of us, 
what he complained fo early of; in the church of Ephe/us; that we 
have @ 


Chrif’s epiftle to the church of Smyrna. 

have loft our firft love, and that much of that zeal with which we 
fet out in religion is declined? If fo, let us take the alarm: for 
dreadful indeed would it be, to have our candleflick removed cut 
of its place; to have the gofpel and all its privileges taken away 
from us. 
whence we are fallen, if we are indeed in a backfliding and decli- 
ning ftate; and humbly and heartily repent, and vigoroufly exert 
ourtelves againft the enemies of our falvation: that overcoming the 
difficulties of this howling wildernefs, we may be received to the 
enjoyments of the heavenly country; and when we can no long- 
er {hare in the bounties of providence in this inferior ftate, be 
feafted with the fruit ofthe tree of life, whichis in the midft of the 
paradife of Ged. 


read Japan Orne Bs IV. 


The epiftles which Chrift orders St Fohn towrite to the churches 
of Smyrna and Pergames. Rev. Il. 8,---17. 
REVELATION II. 8. 
ND tothe angel, or nunitter, of the church 
of Smyrna, write, Thefe things faith the 


Rev. Il. 8. 
AND unto the an- 
“~*~ gel of the.church 
in Smyrna, -write, 


Thefe things faith the 
Firft and the Laft, 
which was dead, and 
is alive; 


9 I know thy 
works, and tribula- 
tion and poverty, 
(but thou art rich;) 
and J know the blaf- 
phemy of them which 
day they are Jews, and 

are 


2 And poverty. } 
fuppofes this refers to the extraordinary 


Firft and the Laft; that glorious and Divine 
Perfon, who having affumed the human_nature 
into a union with Deity, is able to fay, he was 
dead and is alive; who therefore demands by all 
confiderations of reverence, gratitude, and love, 
thy moft attentive audience, and moft obedient 
regard: I know thy works to have been in 
many refpects very extraordinary 3 andl am well 
acquainted. with thy tribulation and poverty’, 
with the humble opinion thou haft of thyieif; 
but I know alfo that thou art rich im faith, and 
in all its genuine effects, and art daily laying 
up for thyfelf an increafing treafure in heaven. 


And [I alfo know] the blafphemy of thofe, who 


fay they are FJews, and are not >, but while they 


boait 


NOM Des. Ss 
Archbifhop Wake : in this addrefs; and the very next verfe 
feems.to demonitrate it is mot. Compare 


charaéter of Polycarp, bifhop of Smyrna; 
who had, as ecclefia/tical biftory tells us, 
reduced himfelf to a voluntary poverty, 
as many of the primitive bifhops did, by 
felling his eftate, and diftributing it to 
the poor. But I much queftion, whether 
the perfonal charaéter of the bifhop, or 
paltor, of thefe churches, be referred to 


3A 


alfo ver. §. 
b Say they are Fews, and are not. } 
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Ver. 


4,$ 


‘Yo prevent this awful judgment, let us recolleét from . 


2 


There were great numbers of Jews in the - 


proconfular Afia; and their inveteracy a- 
gaintt the zo/pel there, and elfewhere, is 
well known.. This is an inftance, ia 
which the word Few fignifies one of God’s 
peculiar people; and it is not improbable, 
z that 


382 ‘They foould fear none of the things they might fuffer. 


Secv. boaft their relation to the fynagogue of Mofes, 
ux, tare] indeed the Synagogue of Satan, whofe 
Rev. temper they breathe in their oppofition to my 
li.9. gofpel, and to my people, while they blafphe- 
moufly pretend a zeal for my name, even in their 

%O. impieties. But let all my faithful fervants be 


are not, but are the 
fynagogue of Satan. 


ro Fear none of 


1¥ my caufe. 


encouraged boldly to face their oppofition; and 
I fay to cach of them, in addrefling to thee, Fear 
none of the things which thou fhalt fuffer ; for, 
behold, 1 inform you, that the devil, a€ting in 
and by thefe inftruments, the men of his fyna- 
gogue, will/indeed have a permiflion to caft /ome 
of you into prifon® ; that you may be tried, and by 
thefe trials more remarkably approved; and ye 
foall have tribulation ten days 4; fora certain 


thofe things which 
thou fhalt fuffer: be- 
hold, the devil hall 
caft fome of you into 
prifon, that ye may 
be tried ; and ye fhalk 
have tribulation ten 
days : be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and 
“TI will give thee a 
crown of life. 


limited time, he fhall be permitted to affli& you; 
but bear up courageoufly againft his affaults, as 
becomes my valiant foldiers: be thou faithful 
unto death*, perfevere in thy attachment to me, 
‘and thy zeal for my intereft, even to the lait, 
though death in its moft terrible form fhould af- 
fault thee, for thou fighteft under a General, 
who, though thou fall by the ftroke of this laft 
enemy, can raife thee again; and, inftead of 
Jofing by thy fidelity to me, thou fhalt be rich- 
ly rewarded ; for Twill give thee a crown of eter- 
- nal /ife, and advance thee to fuch glory and fe- 
licity, as fhall be infinitely more than an equi- 
valent for the utmoft thou canft poflibly fuffer in 


He that hath an ear to hear, let 
him be all attention to hear what the Spirit faith 
unto the churches : The valiant conqueror fbail be 
fecured from evils, which are beyond all com- 


xs He that hath 
an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit faith 
unto the ehurches ; 
He that overcometh, 


pari- hall 


NO) Be 8: 


that many prophetic phrafes, jn which 

ewilh rites are mentioned, are to be in- 
terpreted with as great a latitude; that is, 
for thofe rites of worfhip which God’s 
peculiar people thould ule, 

© Caft fome of you tnto prifon.] Whe- 
ther the power of the /ynagogue extended 
fo far as to imprifon, I do, not certainly 
know; to fcourging it undoubtedly ex- 
tended. 

d Tribulation ten days.) Mr Fleming, 
(of the Refurrettion, p. 1x9.) with many 
others, thinks this refers to the perfecu- 
tion under Domitian, which continued 
about zen years, and was begun when 
John was banifhed into Patmos, and faw 


thefe revelations. But it may only figni- 
fy a fhott and limited time. Compare 
Gen. xxxi. 7. 1 Sam. i. 8. Ecel. vii. ro. 
Dan. i. 12. Zech. viii. 23. 

© Be thou faithful unto death, &c.] ¥ 
have endeavoured at Jarge to illuftrate the 
great force of this noble text in my funeral 
fermon for that illuftrions Chriftian hero, 
Colonel Gardiner; whofe name I could 
not forbear recording here; and the me- 
moirs of whofe life, which from the moft 
intimate knowledge of him I have writ- 
ten, will, I hope, promote the admira- 
tion, love, and imitation of all who per- 
ufe them. 


£ An: 


Chrift’s epiftle to the church of Pergamos. 


fall not be hurt of 
the fecond dearh, 


22 And to thean- 
gel of the church 
in Pergamos write, 
Thefe things faith he 
which hath the fharp 
{word with twoedges ; 


13 I know thy 
works, and where 
thou dwelleft, even 
where Satan’s feat is: 
and thou holdeft faft 
my name, and haft 
not denied my faith, 


-even in thofe days 


wherein Antipas was 
my faithful martyr, 
who was flain among 
you, where Satan 
dwelleth. 


14 But I have a 
few ‘things againft 
thee, becaufe thou 
haft there them that 


‘hold the doétrine of 


Balaam, who taught 
Balak to caft a ftum- 
bling - block before 
the children of Ifra- 
el, to eat things fa- 
erificed unto idols, 
and to commit for- 
Dication, 


parifon greater than any he can endure on earth. 
In this world, he may indeed encounter the firft 
death for my fake; but he thall not be injured 
hereafter by the fecond; he thall reft in everlaft- 
ing fecurity and peace, while thofe who defert 
and renounce their duty for the prefervation of 
this tranfitory life, fhall be configned to that ftate 
of mifery, where they fhali feek death, but it 
fhall for ever flee from them. 

And to the angel, or minifter, of the church, 
which [is] in Pergamos, write, Thefe things faith 
he, who in token of the penetrating and eflica- 
cious nature of his word, is reprefented as one 
who has the fharp two-edged fword coming out 
of his mouth ; even that word, which is quick 
and powerful, and fharper than any two-edged 
{fword: I know thy works, and thy circum- 
ftances, in every refpect 5 and particularly, where 
thou dwelleft ; [even] where the throne of Satan 
[is] fixed, in the midft of fuperftition, and in 
the midft of perfecution, by the union of which 
the kingdom of darknefs is fupported; and thou 
holdeft faft the honour of my name, and hafl not 
denied and renounced my faith, even in thofe 
days of extreme difficulty and danger in which 
Antipas [was] my faithful martyr £, and feal- 
ed his fidelity to me with his blood ; even that 


dear and refolute Chriftian, who was flain among. 


you, where Satan dwelleth, and feems to take 
up his refidence, as might be inferred from the 
enormities which are continually practifing there. 
Neverthele/s, I have a few things to alledge a- 
gainft thee, that thou haft there them who re- 
main uncenfured in your focieties, who hold 
what is, in effect, the deteftable doctrine of that 
infamous Balaam, who taught Balak, king of 
Moab, to caft a ftumbling-block before the children 
of Ifrael, by which they fell into fin and ruin; 
encouraging and feducing them fo eat things fa- 
crificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 


Thefe 
Ne, Ov. ves. 


f Antipas my faithful martyr.) Ecclefi- 
aftical biftory has not informed us who 
this Antipas was.” Perhaps he was fome 
zealous minifler, who died for the faith 
he had preached; or fome private Chri- 
ftian of ob/cure birth, rank, and circum- 
ftances, enobled by enduring martyrdom in 
the Chriftian caufe, But we may be fure, 


that fuch condefcending notice taken of 
him by his Divine Mafter, who mentions 
his name with affeGtion and regard, would 
be, inftead of a thoufand arguments, to 
animate the courage and fidelity of other 
Chriftians, who might be called out to the 
like extremities, 

& Ba- 
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They are ordered to repent. 


Sect. Thefe practices are tolerated by fome among 


4. 


Rev. 


you; whom therefore it becomes you to fearch 
out, and to treat with due feverity ; for thou in 


15. like manner haf? thofe that hold the do€irine of the 


16 which I hate. 


acturfed Balaamites, or wicked JVicolaitans &, 
Repent therefore of thefe irregu- 
larities 5 or otherwife, thou mayelt depend upon 
it, that J will come unto thee quickly in a way of 
chaftifement, and I will fight againft them with 
the fharp. fword [that cometh out] of my mouth ; 
{ will pronounce terrible calamities againft you, 
and execute upon you what I have threatened in 
may word. He that hath an ear at all, capa- 
ble of hearing, let him hear with the areateft at- 
tention, what the Spirit faith to the churches : 
To the conqueror I will give the privilege of be- 
ing, as it were, admitted into the moft holy 
place; and there he fhall have liberty to cat of 
the hidden manna; and {hall be entertained with 
thofe facred pleafures, which God’s fanctuary a- 
bove affords, and of which the manna that fell 
in the wildernefs, and was laid up in a golden 
veflel before the Lord, was only an imperfect 
type. And I will give hima white flone a ouale 


token 
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-Nicolaitans , 


xs So haft thou 
alfo them that hold 
the doétrine of the 
which 
thing I hate. 


16 Repent; or elfe 
I will come unto thee 
quickly , and will 
fiyht againft them 
with the {word of my 
mouth. 


17 He that hath 
an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit faith 
unto the churches $- 
Yo, him that over- 
cometh will I give to 
eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give 
him a white {tone, 


aad 


& Balaamites, or Nicolaitans.] As Ba- 
Jaam has the fe fionification in Hebrew, 
which Ni¢olaus has in Greek, and both 
fignify conquerors of the people, (which 
name-might probably be given to the ce- 
Jebrated Balaam, on account of the great 
iafuence which he had in the plice where 
he lived;) it teems not improbable, that 
the dolrine of Salaam, and of the Nico- 
laitans, might be tlie fone (or the latter 
might be more {tregnous in juttifying and 
propagating ther do@trine, and aéting 
upon it.) As if he had faid, Balaam 
taught Balak to lay a {tumbling-block be- 
fore tae children of Hfraels and thou haft 
aljo them that hold the doétrine of the Ba- 
laamites, Probably this doctrine might be 
hike that of fome »odern feducers, that it 
was lawful to diflemble the Chriftian 
faith, and to conform to eftablifhed fuper- 
{tition, to prevent perftcution: a fatal 
errar, which tends molt effeétually to 
Svctthtas Chriftianity; the exiftence of 
which, in thefe later ayes, is owing to 
the contrary doétrine and praétice. And 
T greatly fear, that millions of fouls are 
continually facrificed ' to. it, efpecially 4 in 
France and other countries, in which 


proteRant churches were once planted, but 
are now overthrown. Nor can it be ho- 
ped, that the reformed intere(t will ever 
revive, till a few of its profetiors at leaft, 
have the coutage to die for the truth, and 
featter their blood as the /ced of the church. 
“An anonymous. writer (in the Memoirs of 
Liter. vol. V.. p..258.) thinks, that by 
Balaamites, or Nicolaitans, ( which he 
alfo fuppotes the fame,) we are, in gene- 
ral, to underftand lewd and profligate. per- 
fous, who aiin at nothing but their own 
jecular advantage, and pleads in favour 
of his opinion, ver, 20. iil, 9. ‘Vili, xr, 
ix. rx, xi. 8. in all which places proper 
names are ufed in fuch a figurasive menner, 
to exprefs charaéters refembling theirs 
whofe names are thus ufed. 

bh A white fione.) It is well known, 
that among the Greeks, a white /fone was 
a token of abfolution, as a black fPcue was © 
of condemnation; bat the writing a new 
nanie upon this {tone is not, that I know 
of, illuftrated by any ancient prattice, 
And the connection between the two ideas 


feems to be this, That in the great day, - © 
.on which the abfolution of Chrift’s people 


was to be wont publicly, they were to 


be 


X \ 


Reflections on the epiftles to Smyrna and Pergamas. 


and in the ftone a 
new name written, 
which no man know- 
eth, faving he that 
receiveth if. 


385 
token of full abfolution from all his crimes; and S*cr. 
inthe flone a new name written, which noman .™ ; 
knoweth, except he who receiveth it i; I willad- Rev. 
mit him to that intimacy of facred friendfhip, I 17- 
from whence refults a joy which the ftranger in- 
termeddles not with, and which can be only 
conceived by thofe who happily experience it. 


SAD 6a) aa Rie 9 tae ea eal) EY SAN dM 


, 


) Garn let us dire& our eyes to that glorious Perfon, who is 
the Firft and the Laff; and who, though it may appear in- 
compatible with that Divine title, was once dead, and is alive 
again: and fince he is here awfully reprefented as with a /barp 
fword going out of his mouth, let us be greatly concerned, that 
we do not incur his difpleafure by our irregular condua, left he 
fmite, or even deftroy us. Let us obferve and imitate what he 
commends in the churches whom he here addrefles; their Aumi- 9 
tity in being fenfible of their poverty, when enriched by his 
grace; their patience, their diligence, and the refolution with 
_ which they retained the honour of his name, notwithftanding the 
| throne of Satan was in the midft of them, and the rage of per- 
| fecution had deftroyed Antipas before their eyes; that bleffed, 
| that triumphant hero, whofe fidelity and conftancy his Divine 
Saviour commemorates with approbation, and even with fatif- 
faction and pleafure. Who would not be ambitious of dying in 
the fame manner, were it ever fo fevere and terrible, to be thus, 
| honoured and celebrated by our Lord Fe/us Chrifi, or any of his 
faithful apofles ? Let us not be terrified at the apprehenfion of 
what we may fuffer from the malice of Satan, and by his inftru- 
| ments, even though not merely imprifonment, but death itfelf 
were 


Ver. & 


- 


3 


ro 


SO, Js BS, 
be admitted into that intimate converfe, perfon, muft be known fo athers, or it 
and high ftate of favour, which is fignified would be given in vain ; and then it inti- 


by the xew name; which Jaf circumftance 
plainly alludes to the cuftom of princes, 
who give new names to thofe whom they 
have raifed to very extraordinary digatly 3 
of which we have many inftances in the 
Old T'eftament; particularly, Gen. xli. 
45. 2 Sam. xi. 25. Dane. 7. Dr Gond- 
man thinks this is an allufion to the to- 
ken, or ticket, given to the conqueror in 
the Olympic games, exprefling his name, 
and fignifying the reward he was to re- 
ceive for his atchievments. See his Par. 
of the Prod. p. 307. 

i No man kuoweth, except he wha recei- 
veth it.} 1 have fomctimes thought, o 
rapCavev, may fignify, one that hath re 
ceived it, as it feems a sane, given te any 


mates, that honour fhall be conferred on 
fuch an one, which fhall only be known 
to the inhabitants of that world to which 


he fhall be admitted, and who have alrea-" 


dy received it. Otherwife, it muft refer 
to a cuftom which has fometimes prevail~ 
ed among princes, of giving particular 
names, exprefiing familiarity and delight, 
to diftinguifhed favourites, by which to 
cal] them in the greateft intimacy of con- 
verfe, whether by difesurfe, or by Jester; 
and which have vot been communicated 
to others, or ufed by them at other times. 
I have hinted at both in the parapbra/i, 
not being able in my own mind certainly 
to deternine, which is the peculiur and 
niore ex .t fenfe. 


‘ 


386 . Chrifi’s epiftle to the church in Thyatira. 
SecT. were to await us. It is only for a /imited time that he can occa* 
LX, fion tribulation to any of the people of God; and our bleffed — 
Lord will never be unmindful of that gracious promife, Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. O} let 
us by faith furvey that innumerable company, who, though they 
have fallen by the ftroke of the jirft death, have been, and fhall 
Ver. 11 for ever be, unhurt by the fecond: that bleffed fociety who are 
incircled with immortal crowns, which their triumphant Leader, 
whom they followed with fuch undaunted fortitude, hath beftow- 
ed upon them; who, though they partake no longer of the bread 
that perifheth, nor are feafted with earthly viands, are yet eating 
of the hidden manna; who have received the white fone, in to- 
ken of their ab/olution; and while the names and memory of ma- 
ny of them have funk into oblivion, and the honours attending 
others are of little confequence, they are known in the heavenly 
regions by a new name, conferred as a mark of favour and di- 
ftinGtion by the King of kings, and Lord of Lords. We are draw- 
ing on, if we are true Chriftians, to the completion of that blef-_ 
fed hope. And, that we may not be difappointed, may we, by 
*9 Divine grace, be preferved from the artifices of thofe who call 
*# TS themfelves the people of God, while they are indeed of the fyna- 
gogue of Satan, and from whatever, like the doétrine of Balaamy 
would enfnare our confciences, and defile our fouls. 


I 


~ 


SBC sob. V. 


The epiftles, which Chrift charges St John to write to the hap thes 
of Thyatira and Sardis. Rev. Il. 18, to the end. Rev. Hl. 
1,---6. 


REVELATION II. 18. . Rey. If. 18. 
Sect. wD to the angel, or Chriftian minifter, of AND unto the an- 
us the church in Thyatira, write, Thefe things | gel of the church 
Rey, faith the Son of God, who hath bis eyes bright, Pia 
il. 18. and penetrating as a flame of ‘fire, and his feet Son of God, who 
19 fhining like fine brafs ; I know and approve bath his eyes like un- 
thy works of piety, which are many, and which, Pe Pe es rite 
I am well apprifed, are the effeéts of ardent fine brafs; 
love to me; and I am acquainted with the fers 19 1 Know thy 
vice thou art performing for my caufe and in- bier enna 
tereft, and with thy faith and thy patience; and faith, and thy pati- 
that, with refpect to thy works, the laff [are} ©ace andthy works; 
more, greater and better, than the firft. Very ssa tye ge TR 
far art thou from that declining ftate of reli- . 
gion, of which I have had reafon elfewhere to 


¢om- 


q 


20 Notwithfand- 
ing, I have a few 
things again ft thee, 
becaufe thou fuffereft 
that woman Jezebel, 
‘which calleth herfelf 
a prophetefs, to teach 
and to feduce my fer- 
vants to commit for- 
nication and to cat 
things facrificed unto 
idols. 
2x And I gave 
her fpace to repent 
of her fornication, 
and fhe repented not. 


2x Behold, I will 
eaft her into a bed, 
and them that com- 
mit adultery with her 
into great tribulation, 
except they repeht of 
their deeds, 


23 And I will kill 
her children with 
death; and all the 
churches fhall know 
that I am he which 


fearcheth the reins 
and hearts: and [ 
will 


2 That woman Fezabel.] When the 


: eo 

He had a few things againft them. 

complain. Neverthele/s, I have a few things 
againji thee ; and particularly, that thou permit- 
teft that woman Fezabel*, (for fhe deferves no 
better name, than of that infamous and idola- 
trous harlot,) whe audacioufly and falfely /ays, 
that /he is a prophete/s, to teach and to feduce my 
fervantsy in order to avoid perfecution, fo com- 
mit fornication, and to eat things facrificed to 
idols . And fhe is the more ufexcufabie, as 
I have given her fufficient time to repent of her 
fornication, and fhe repented not ; but continued 
her enormities with increafing aggravation. 
But behold, at length J will execute judgment 
upon her. And let the procefs of my righteous 
‘vengeance be obferved: I am juft preparing to 
caft her into a bed;: and will bring thofe who 
commit fornication with her, who fuffer their 
coniciences to -be debauched by fuch licentious 
and deftable principles, into great tribulation, 
unle/s they {peedily repent of their wicked works. 
And Iwill flay her children, thofe that prefume 
to follow her in her wickednefs, with fudden 
and inevitable death; and all the churches fball 
know, that though I am very long-fuffering 
with refpeét to many finners, and am unwilling 
immediately to come to extremities; yet lam 
not to be mocked and trifled with; that my 
eyes are-indeed as obfervant as they are bright 


387 
Ske, 
Ss 
Uns 
Rey. 


Ti, 20% 


2k 


2 Ng | 


a“ 


2 


and piercing, and that I am he who fearcheth - 


And I will at length 


ap- 


the reins and the hearts °. 


WhO is Ee 8s 
Gnofticks. (See Scots Ghriftian Life, 
vol. I. p. 431.) Whether thefé words 


defcription of the followers of Jezabel, in 
this verfe, is compared with what was 
before faid of the Nicolaitans, ver. 14, 
15.) the refemblance appears fo great, 
that I am induced to believe, it is the 


~ farne herefy, which is reprefented under 


both thefe views; namely, the doéfrine of 
thofe who taught it was lawful to diflem- 
ole cur religious principles, and occafion- 
lly to. conform to fuperftition and idolatry, 
in order to avoid perfecution. And as 


| Jezabel was fo infamous an idolatre/s, and 


fo great a miftrefs of feducing arts, there 
was an evident propriety in fuch a repre- 
fentation, 1 Kings xvi. 31. xxl. 25. 
Some have fancied this was fome female 
heretic. Dr Scott thinks it to have been 
Helena, the harlot.of Simon Magus, the 
oreat ring-leader of the unclean fect of the 

Vou. VI. I 3 


refet to any woman, who was in the plot, 
or only mean to deferibe a perfor of tuch 
feducing and difhoneft praétices, I cannot 
determine, though I rather incline to the 
latter. Compare ver. ts. note 8. 

b Commit fornication, and eat things [1 
crificed to idolss| Perhaps both of th e 
might be the fame}; as it is well known 
idolatry is in many places in the Old Te/= 
tament, and in feveral paflages in this 
book, reprefented as adultery, and form- 
cations 

© I am he who fearcheth—the hearts.) 
This manner of {peaking, is much more 
remarkable, than if it had only been fajd, 
that I fearch the heart: which remark an- 
{wers the train of Mr Emlyn’s reafoning 
againft the argumen: brought from tis 
B text, 


288 The faithful are ordered to be fredfaft, till he came. 


SECT. approve the juftice of my proceedings with re- 
Pe sigs {pect to this fociety, as well as all others, and 
Rey, 


bs23% 
24 


will give to every one of you according to your 


will give unto every 
one of you according 
to your works. 


works, and according to thofe principles trom 


which I know they have proceeded. 


But £ 


24 But unto you I 


fay to you who are faithful, even to the reft of 
thofe that are in Thyatira, As many as do not 
hold this pernicious doétrine, and who have not 
known the depths of Satan, as they proverbially 

_ fpeak, nor make themfelves the inftruments of 
accomplifhing the defigns of his infernal policy 5 
I will lay upon you no other burden 4, will not fe- 
verely reprove you for that mixture of human 
infirmity, which is to be difcerned every-where. 
Neverthelefs, what you have received, as of Di- 
vine revelation and command, hold faft till I 
come, and let nothing prevail upon you to make 
a facrifice of your regard for me and my caufe, 
for neither my ability, nor inclination, to re- 
ward thofe who are faithful, will ever be dimi- 
36 nifhed. And as for him that conquers, and 
keeps my works unto the end, notwithftanding 
the vigorous efforts of the enemies of my gof- 
pel, to wreft it from him, or induce him to de- 

ny it, though he fhould be ever fo much expo- 

fed and overborn now, J will, at length, give 
him complete power and victory over all the na- 
tions that have combined again{t my people °. 

27 And Y will raife him to the dignity and glory of 
fharing with me in my final triumph: and he 
foall rule them with a red of iron, and they fhall 

be at once dafbed in pieces with it, like a pot- 
ter’s veffels : in like manner, as I have alfo re- 

' ceived the promife of my Father in that ancient 


oracle, 
ROOT Oe 


25 


text, 


fay, and unto the 
reft in Thyatira, As 
many as haye not 
this doétrine, and 
which have not 
known the depths of 
Satan, as they fpeak, 
I will put upen you 
none other burden. 


25 But that which 
ye have already, hold 
faft till I come. 


26 And he that 
overcometh, and 
keepeth my works 
unto the end, ‘to him 
will F give power over 
the nations : 


27 (And he fhall 
rule them with a rod 
of iron: as the vef- 
fels of a potter fhalt 
they be broken to 
fhivers: ) even as I 
received of my Fa- 
ther. 


to prove Chrift’s proper Deity. 

d No other burden.) Lord Barrington 
imagines this refers to the go/pel-decree 
addreffed to Gentile- profelytes, now abo- 
Jithed with the Jewifh polity. As if it 
had been, faid, ‘Though things /frangled, 


_and blood, were formerly forbidden, as 


well as idolatry and fornication ; yet 1 will 
not fubjeét you to this injundtion. ° Bar. 
Rf. iv. ps x0. 

€ Power over the nations.| This power 
over the nations, of breaking them to pieces 
like a potter's veffels, &c. cannot, I think, 
be underftood of temporal dominion; for 
as the promiie is made to every conquer- 


or, and many Chriftians fell by the op- 
preffive power of the enemy, and would, 
confidering their preient circumftances, 
be degraded rather than exalted, if raifed 
to the pofleffion of any earthly dominion 
and triumph, it appears to be much more 
properly éxplained of that fiza/ triumph 
of Chrift over his enemies in the Jaf? day, 
when he fhall eru/h them all to utter and 
irrecoverable rnin, and all his faints raifed 
from the dead, and cloathed with robes 
of glory, fball fit down with him on bis 
throne, and conftitute that illuftrious body, — 
which in, and with their exalted head, 
thal! fubdue every oppofing power. 


— 


Chrifi’s epifile to the church in Sardis. 


oracle, (Pfalm ii. 9.); the accomplifhment of Src. 


28 And I will give 
him the morning {tar, 


29 He that hath 
an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit faith 
unto the churches. 


CU Poe Tsk. 
And unto fhe angel 
of the church in 
Sardis, write, Thefe 
things faith he that 
hath the feven Spirits 
of God, and the fe- 
ven ftars; I know 
thy works, that thou 
hafta name that thou 
Kiveft, and art dead. 


2 Be watchful, and 
ftrengthen the things 
which remain, that 
are ready to die: for 
} have not found thy 
works perfect before 
God, 


3 Remember there- 
fore 


which all my faithful fubjects thall tee; for they 
fhall behold all their enemies, however nume- 
rous and mighty, laid proftrate at their feet in 
the duft, and covered. with everlafting confu- 
fion. And I will give him, even every one 


who approveth his fidelity to me, fuch luftre, 


and glory, that he ihall thine in my prefence 
like the morning ftar, when its fprightly and 
cheerful beams break through the fhades of 
night, and proclaim the approaching fun. He, 
therefore, that hath an ear, let him attentively 
hear what the Spirit faith unto the churches ; 
for all the churches are concerned in the mef- 


fage I fend to each 3 and the importance of the. 


contents make them worthy of univerfal regard. 

And to the angel, or minifter, of the church 
in Sardis, write, Thefe things faith he, that huth 
the feven Spirits of God; he who pretides over, 
and orders the difpenfations of the Spirit, with 
re{pe&t to his various gifts and graces, and pro- 
duces thereby fuch wonderful events as {hall 
aftonifh all future ages; and that hath in his 
hand the feven ftars, which reprefent the mini- 
{ters of the churches, all whofe motions he con- 
tinues'to govern and direct, according to his 
all-wife and gracious pleafure: / know thy 
works; that thou doft not anfwer that character 
which thou generally maintaineft in neighbour- 
ing churches, for religion and piety. Iknow, 
that thou haft a name that thou liveft; thou ma- 
keft a {plendid profefion, and many of thy bre- 
thren: are deceived by thy apparent zeal; but 
thou art indeed. dead; there 1s little real reli- 
gion lying at thy heart, nor do the uniform fruits 
of it prevail in thy life and converfation. Be 


watchful, therefore, that the whole may not be. 


loft; and ftrengthen the things which remain, 
and which are ready to die; for I have not found 
thy works filled up in the fight of God, with that 
care and fidelity with which they ought to have 
been difcharged; and he, therefore, cannot be- 
hold thee with the fame approbation and delight, 
as he does more active, more diligent, and more 
refolute Chriftians. And this thy declenfion in 
religion is the more aggravated, as thou haft had 


fo many advantages for improvement. Re- 
aed member 
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290 » They who overcame, foould walk with him in white. | 
Sect. mémber therefore, how thou haft received, and fore how thou haft 


4 fternation and diftrefs. 


JL, beard; for though thou mayett forget thefe ad- 
Rev. vantages, they are all diftin€lly 
Ul. 3- and let it therefore be thy care to hold faft what 


in my View 3 


yet remains; and to repent of that negligence 
by which thou haft loft fo many opportunities: 
therefore, unlefs thou art watchful, 1 do now {o- 
lemnly warn thee, that J will come ‘upon thee by 
fome alarming and awful interpofition of my 
Providence, on a fudden, as a thief, on thofe 
that are buried? in fleep; and thou fhalt not 
know at what hour I will come upon thee; and 
the furprife will throw thee into the greateft con- 
But I will do thee 
the honour, and the juftice, to fay, that thou hat 
a few names, and people, even in Sardis, cor- 
rupt and indolent as the general ftate of it is, 
who have nat polluted their garments with the 
abominations by which fo many have contrac- 
ted grofs defilements. 4nd, as they have been 
diftinguifhed by their fidelity and their zeal, I 
will diftinguifh them by my {pecial favour, and 
raife them, ere long, to thole feats of complete 
purity and glory, where they /hall walk with me 
in white § robes, and attend my joyful and tri- 
umphant train; for they are worthy of fuch di- 
{tinguifhed honour, as they have been efpecially 
careful to keep themfelves from thofe evils 
which have been generally prevailing around 
5 them. As for the conqueror, he fall be clo- 
thed in white raiment; every victor fhall wear 
the, habit of feftivity and triumph; and J will 
not blot out his name from the book of life ®; but, 


‘ Stas 
N.-cO: Tg nS. 


received and heard, 
and hold faft, and 
repent. Jf therefore 
thon fhalt not watch, 
1 will come on thee 
as a thief, and thon 
fhalt not know what 
hour f will come up- 
on you. z 


4 Thou haft a few 
names even in Sardis, 
which have not defi- - 
Jed their garments 5 
and they fhallwalk 
with me in white: 
for they are worthy. 


5 He that overeo= 
meth, the fame fhall 
be clothed in white 
raiment; and I will 
not blot out his name 
out of the book of 

life, 


‘ 


f Walk with me in white.|  1t is well 
known, that white robes were worn on oc- 
cafion of great joy, and fometimes in 
triumphant proceffions; fo both which 
here is, probably,°a reference, as indeed 
it feems that ‘riumph and feafting would 
naturally go together, Prie/ls alfo were 
clothed in. white; and the addition of that 
dignity may alfo be implied, as certainly 
coming within the fcheme of Chrift with 
yegard to his people. (Compare Rey. i. 
6.) Some think here is an allufion to the 
cultom of the /anhedrim, when they ex- 
amined the candidates for the high prieff- 
hood; if they judged him worthy, they 
gaye hima while garment; if unqualified, 


he was fent out from among them in 
mourning. E?Enf. Introd. £. 86. See 
Ainfworths Pref. to Gen. 

& I will not-blot out his name, &c.] I 
think this plainly implies, that fome names 
fhall be blotted owt from the book of life; and 
confequently, as nothing can occafien an 
alteration ib the decrees of God, I think 
it proves, that the book of life does not fig- 
nify, the catalogue of thofe whom God 
has abfolutely purpofed to fave 5 but rather 
the catalogue of thofe who were to be 
confidered as heirs of ihe kingdom of heaven, 
in confequence of their Chriftian pro- 
feffion, till by apoftafy from it, they 
throw themfelves out of that fociety to 

. :: which 


FR 


- Refettions on the epiftles to  Thyatira and Sardis.’ 


life, but I will con- 
fels his name bef : : \ 
vert Father, ‘nd be. be fhall eyer continue in their number; and 


fore his angels. when the regifter fhall be read over in the pre- 
fence of God in the great day, J will confe/s his 
‘ name before my Father, and before the full af- 


fembly of Ais glorious angels, and not be atha- 

med to achaowledge him as my friend and my 

6 He that hath an favourite. He that hath an ear to hear, let 

ra Me une ae him hear what the Spirit faith to all the church- 

unto thechurches, €53 and let every one that hears, be animated 

by fo glorious a hope, to exert his utmott efforts 
in this holy and honourable warfare. 


Lg P ORO AEB AES ENT. 


Poe the difciples of Chrift always remember, that Ais eye pene- 
trates the moft hidden receffes ; that he fearcheth the hearts 
and trieth the reins of the children of men: accordingly, let 
them take heed to cherifh nothing, even th their hearts, which 
their great Mafter will behold with difpleafure. ‘There may faith, 
and patience, and charity, erect their throne ; and may their do- 
minion fo prevail, that our /aff works, like thofe of the church of 
Thyatira, may be more than the firfi. And furely it is moft reafo- 
nable, as we approach the end of our courfe, as we experience 
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as he. is inrolled among my faithful people, Seer. 


Rev 
U8 Oe 


6 


Ver. 18 


more of the vanity of life, and the fubftantial and folid pleafures - 


of religion, that they fhould be fo. But, alas! how much more 


common is the character of the church of Sardis, and of thofe ii. 


who have only a name to live, while they are dead? Cenforious and 

uncharitable as tdo great a part of the world is, are there not fome 

who are afhamed ind humbled in the view of the e/feem which 

they are held in by their brethren, while confcious of fo. many 
inward, though unallowed, infirmities, of fo much deadnefs and 
coldnefs in religion, even where they would be moft zealous and 

lively? Y/as! how far are our works from being filled up before 
God! Let us often lament thefe our imperfeCtions and declenfions; 
let us deeply humble ourfelves before God on account of them ; 
and let us be as vigilant as poilible, that we may firengthen thofe 
‘things, which if they do indeed remain, feem ready to die. ‘The 
more general the prevalence of fuch an indolent temper is, the 
more let us emulate the diftinguifhed honour of thofe few names 
in Sardis, which had not defiled’ their garments ; that we may 
walk with them, and with Chrif, in white r raiment; that we may 
ar- 

iad Oa Rie 

which they before belonged ; and it feems in the number of thofe who fhould finally 
to intimate, that though the imperfection be dee regiftered, as free of the heaven~ 
even of thefe conquerors might, in ftrict ly dity; and who, in the great day, fhould 


juftice, have deferved it, yet Chrift would be called up to pa/fe/s it. 
Spare them, and faffer them to continue 
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ae ; 
Chrif?’s epifile to the church in Philadelphia. 
arrive at that happy ftate of everlafting purity, of everlafting fe/i- 
vity, of everlafting triumph, which our Divine Mafter has encou- 
raged us to expeCt. We know not how unexpectedly he may come 
upon us: let us be always ready, always ftrenuous in maintaining a 
holy war againft the enemics of our falvation; and then we fhall 


Ss conquer, we fhall triumph 5 our name fhall remain in the book of 


23 like a potter’s veffel; we fhall for ever wear the luftre of the morn- 
ing fiar; yea, we fhall /hine forth as the fun in the kingdom of our 
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Father. Amen. 


Scie ee wi 


we : Pe Sag 
The epiftles, which Chrift orders to be written to the two remaining 
churches, the Philadelphian, and Laodicean. Trev. I. 7,---22. 


ReveLatTron Ill. 7. 

ND now to the angel, or minifter, of the 
church in Philadelphia, write, Thefe things 
faith the holyOne, and the true One*, be, who claims 
perfect holinefs, and invariable truth, as necef- 
dary and effential to his nature, in a manner 
which no creature can pretend to; he, whofe 
authority in the church of God is fo uncontroul- 
able, that it may truly be faid, he bas the key 
of the houte of David ; he, who openeth, and no 
man fbutteth», and fbutteth, and no man open- 
eth ; infomuch that Ehakim, who is fpoken of 
in fuch terms of honour, (Ifa. xxii. 22.) was 
only a type of him: I well know thy works, 
how exemplary they are; and behold, 1 have 
uted the power of the key which is in my hand, 
in fuch a manner, that J have fet before thee an 
open doory and no man can fbut it ; I give thee 
a power and opportunity of fpreading my gof- 
pel, which none fhall take from thee; decau/e 
thou hafi, at leatt, a little flrength; and thou 


haft 


Mo OkT Res 


Rev. TS 7. 
AND to the angel 

of the church in 
Philadelphia, write, 
Thefe things faith he 
that is holy, he that 
is true, he that hath 
the key of David, he 
that openeth and no 
man {hutteth, and 
fhutteth and no man 
openeth ; 


8 I know thy 
works: behold, I 
have fet before thee 
an open door, and no 


‘man can fhut it: for 


thou hat a little 
{trength, and haft 
kept 


a The holy One, the true One.) Vhisis ture, to ferve in the canfe. (Compare 


fo peculiarly the prerogative of God, that chap. vi. 10.) 
T have fometimes wondered, no greater 
ftrefs fhould have been laid upon it in 
proof of.the Deity of our bleffed Re- 
deemer, by many writers who have prefled 


other fex/s, of a much more dubious na- 


b Who opencth, and no man fhuiteth. } 
The office of lord-fieward of the houfe- 
hold, who hath the power of opening and 
Jvutting what apartments in the palace he 
pleaieth, is defcribed by thefe terms. 


© Wor- 


He would keep them from the hour of temptation. 


kept my word, and 
hait not denied my 
name. 


9 Behold, 1 will 
make them of the 
fynagogue of Satan 
(which fay they are 
Jews, and are not, 
but do lie;) behold, 
I will make them to 
come and worthip 
before thy feet, and 
to know thac I have 
loved thee, 


to Becaufe thou 
haft kept the word 
of my patience, I al- 
fo will keep thee 
from the hour of 
temptation , which 
fhall come upon all 
the world, to try 
them that dwell upon 
the earth. 


rr Behold, [come 
quickly: hold that 
faft which thou haft, 
that no man take thy 


‘crown. 


12, Him that over- 
cometh 


haft ufed it well, and haft courageoully kept my 8 Pie 


word, and haft not denied my name, though ma- 
ny attempts have been made to drive thee to do 
it: Behold, I will give, as it were, into thy 
power, thofe hypocritical wretches, [who are] 
indeed of the fynagogue of Satan, and under all 
the folemn guife of religious worfhip, are carry- 
ing ort his caufe and intereft; they fay they are 
fews, and pretend to be my people, and are not ; 
but lie. 
thy power; and J will make them to come and 
worfbip before thy feet°; and they fhall know 
that I have loved thee, finding I have evidently 
fupported thy caufe and intereft againft all that 
have oppofed it. Becaufe thou haft kept the 
word of my patience, that gofpel, which I have 
myfelf, by fuch patient fuffering in my human 
nature, eftablifhed in the world, and by which 
I at once exercife and fupport the faith and pa- 
tience of my people; J al/o will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation, which fball come upon all 
the world, to try all the inhabitants of thefe parts 
of the carth: my hand fhall remarkably appear, 
in fheltering thee from the dangers, by which 
others fall, and in flrengthening thee in propor- 
tion to the trial. Behold, L£ come quickly to 
put an end to thofe exercifes which are for the 
prefent fo painful; keep that which thou haft 
with refolute fidelity 5 that no man take thycrown 
from thee, even that crown of everlafting glory, 
which will be the gracious reward of thy conti- 
nued fidelity. As for the congueror, I will 

make 


N O 

¢ Worfbip before thy feet.) Were we 
more particularly acquainted with the 
hiftory of thefe feven churches, in the times 
immediately fucceeding the date of thefe 
epifiles, we might perhaps find many re- 
markable ilJuftrations of feveral pafiayes 
in them, and of ¢his among the reft: fup- 
pofing, for inftance, pertons of confider- 
able rank and dignity in Philadelphia, 
were converted to Chriftianity; and the 
initereft of the /yvagogue here {poken of, 
was fo weakened, or the heathen populace 
of the place fomprejudifed apgainft them, 
as that the chief members of the /ynagogue 
fhould find it neceflary to court the pro- 
teétion of the Chriftians for the fecurity 
of their perfons or effcéts; it will throw 


fs A 
confiderable light upon the place. The 
like obfervation may be applied to the 
following claufe: I -wi/l keep ibee from the 
hour of temptation, &c. Wr Smith has obs 
feryed, (in his learned and accurate ac- 
count of thefe parts, p. 134,—144.) that 
the city of Philadelphia was the /a/? of all 
the feven, here {poken of, which fell 
into the hands of the Lurks; for whereas 
the reft were fubdued by Urehan and 
Anmyrath; Philadelphia held out till the 
time of Bajazet. So that the remains of 
this fociety were preferved, when thofe 
of the reft were ruimed.~ But how fat 
that event might immediately be refer- 
red to in the words before us, 1 canaot 
certainly fay. 
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Behold, 1 fay, 1 will give them into | 
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14 


: Chrifi’s epiftle to the church in Lacdicea. 


make him a pillar of diftinguifhed ornament and. 
beauty ; and I will not only fix him near, but 
in the temple of my God above, and he thall ftand 
there upon an unfhaken and>everlafting bafis, 
fo that he /ball go out no more; and he fhall bear 
the marks of immortal honour; for J will in- 
Scribe upon him the name of my God, under whofe 
aufpicious influence the grand victory has been 
gained, and under whofe proteétion this facred 
monument of it fhall for ever remain. «dnd I 
will alfo inferibe the name of the city of my God, 
even the New Ferufalem, as it is that to which 
he belongs, and of which he is free; even that 
New Jerufalem, which is come down from heaven 
from my God, and fhall foon be reprefented to 
thee, O John, in a moft glorious vifion: and 
he fhall bear my new name, the name which I 
have acquired by that great expedition, which 


cometh will I rnaké 4 
pillar in the temple 
of my God, and he 
fhall go no more out: 
and I will write upon 
him the name of my 
God, and the name 
of the city of my 
God, which is New 
Jernfalem, which co- 
meth down out of 
heaven from my 
God: and I will 
write upon him mx 
new name. 


brought me into the world, and: carried me 


through fo many labours and fufferings ; even 
that of the Redeemer of finners; under which 
character I will own him for one of my redeem- 
ed, who fought under my banner, and over- 
came his enemies by my influence, and my 
blood 4, He that hath an ear, let him atten- 
tively hear what the Spirit faith to the churches; 
for addrefles of this kind, are made, not to a 
particular perfon, or to one Chriftian fociety a- 
lone, but are indeed of more extenfive, and even 
univerfal concern. 

And to the angel of the church, which is in 
Laodicea, write, Thefe. things faith he, who is 
the AMEN, the faithful and true Witnefs ; at- 
tefting thofe truths, which are of the utmoft im- 
portance, on the moft perfe€t knowledge of 


; them, 
Ni. Tol 


13 He that hath 
an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit faith 
unto the churches. 

’ 


14 And unto the 
angel of the church 
of the Laodiceans, 
write, Thefe things 
faith the Amen, the 
faithful and true Wit- 

nets, 


d I will make him a pillar, &c.] Few 
texts in the whole New Teftament are 
more illuftrated by antiguity-than this. 
Great numbers of in/criptions are yet re- 
maining, brought from the Grecian cities 
of Europe and Afta, and fome from 


“iflends in the neighbourhood of Patmos, 


in which the victories of eminent perfons 
are commemorated. And as fome of 
thefe were placed near the temples of their 
deities, others ‘were in thofe temples, to 
fignify their being put under the particu- 
Jar protection of thofe deities ; whofe 
uames therefore were infcribed upon them, 


and the names of the conquerors, and of 
the cities to which they belonged; as alfo 
the names of the generals, by whofe con- 
dud the vitory was gained. As a‘l thefe 
circumftances fuit fach kind of martial 
vidtories, much more than thofe obtained 
in the Olympic games, fo ¢elebrated in 
antiquity, and fo largely and elegantly 
deferibed by Mr Weft iw his late di/ferta- 
tion on that fubjeé&t, I think this text 
feems to juftify the turn I have generally 
given in my paraphrafe to thofe weighty 
paljjages, on which fo much of our ftrength 
and ¢omfort as Chriftians depends, 


© The 


soni Ra Dee 


| They aré charged with lukewarmne/s. 
hefS, the beginning them 
6f the creation of 4 
God; 


395 
and with moft unerring exadtnefs; yea, S=°™- 
he who is the‘ beginning of the creation of God ©, 
by whom it was produced, and who is the Head 
rs I know thy and Governor of all that he has made: | Brae 
works, that thou art know thy worksy and all the particulars of thy con- opeet 
neither cold nor hot : ae : 
i would thou werr GUCts that thou art neither cold nor hot, that 
» cold or hot. thou art growing very indifferent in religion, 
though thou canft not allow thyfelf entirely to 
caft it off: now this is fo difagreeable to me; 
that Z wi/b thou wouldit determine one way or 
another} and that it might be faid, thou wert 
either cold or hot §; if thou really thinkeft it not 
worth thy regard, reject it entirely; but, if in- 
deed thou art convinced of its truth and import- 
ance, act with a fteady conformity to that con- 
viction. Therefore, becaufe thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, this indifference 
of thine is as difagreeable to me, as liquor, in 
this condition, is to the ftomach; and therefore 
to purfue the fimilitude, odious as it may feem, 
I muft tell thee, that if thou perfifteft in fuch a 
difpofition, [ will caf? thee out of my mouth with 
loathing. Becaufe thou fayeft, I am wealthy 
and have enriched myfelf by my own wifdom and 
virtue, and have need of nothing; wnagining 
thy {tate in religion to be fo very profperous and 
happy; avd in this {piritual lunacy into which 
thou art fallen, like a miferable beggar who fah- 
cies himfelf a prince, knoweft not that thou art 
wretched, and pitiable, and poors and. blind, and 
naked 8, in a moft deplorable condition, deftitute 
of every defirable bleffing,; — I coun/el.thee,; that 
with an humble fenfe of thy condition, fo ex- 
tremely unhappy, thou apply to him-who alone 
is 


116 So then becairfe 
thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor 
hot, I will {pue thee 
out of my mouth: 


17 Becaufe thou 
fayeft,, I am rich, 
and increafed with 
goods, and have need 
of nothing; and 
knoweft not thatthou 
art wretched, and mi- 
ferable, and poor, 
and blind, and _na- 
ked. 


17 


18 


18 1 counfel thee 
to 


Pise.O TES, 
© The beginning of the creation of God.] odicean church, which is placed /a/?, when 


Mr Fleming would render it, the efficient 
caufe of God’s creation. But as it is cer- 
tain, that wexn has not always that figni- 
fication. I judge it fafe to give what is 
more commonly the fénfe of it. ; 

f So difagreeable to me, that I wifh 
thou wouldft determine one way or ano- 
ther.} Mr Lowman obferves, that the 
clanfe, I would thou wert cold or hot, may 
be underftood as exprefling great diflike, 
not as a proper with, or expreffion of what 
men really defire. 

& Wretched and pitiable, &c.] The fad 
account, which is here given of the La- 

Vow. VIs t 


compared with what ts faid of the gleriows 
ftaté of Chriftianity in the Ja/? ages of the 
world, may, I think, convince any a7 
ientive reader, that thele epi/tles are not :o 
be underflood in a prophetic fenfe, as ex- 
preflive of the ftate and charaéter of the 
Chriftian church in different periods of 
time. It may alfo be obferved, that at 
that rate the middle ages of the church, 
which were in fact moft corrupt, mutt 
have anfwered to Pergamos and {hyatira, 
which are defcribed in thefe epi/iles, as i 
the moft flourifhing and happy {tate. 
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20 


They are exborted to be zealous, and repent. 


is capable of helping thee. And as I require 
no price, or equivalent, for my treafures, but 
only a conviction of juch an incapacity to make 
an adequate return for them, I advife thee, in 
that way, to buy of me a full fupply for all thy ne- 
ceffities; bleflings, as defirable as gold tried in 
the hres that thou mayeft indeed be rich; and 
white raiment, that thow mayeft be clothed, and 
that the Shame of thy nakedne/s may not appear. 
Apply to me for an intereft in my righteoufnefs 
and fanétifying grace; that thou mayeft be ab- 
folved before God, and adorned with every vir- 
tue which can render thee lovely in his fight. 
And whereas thou art blinded with fuch unhap- 
py felf-conceit, come, and anoint thy eyes with 


‘my foverign eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee; for 


I can bring thee to right fentiments of. thyfelf, 
and of thy ftate; and can teach thee to judge of 
objects according to, their real worth. In the 
mean time, imagine not, that what may feem 
fevere in this addrefs, proceeds from any un- 
kindnefs to thee; for whom/oever I love, { re- 
prove and correét.. initead, therefore, of un- 
gratefully quarrelling at fo kind an admonition, 
fet thyfelf immediately and diligently to improve 
it: be more zealous for the future, than thou 
haft ever been in time paft, and deeply repent 
of thy prevailing indolence and degeneracy. 
Behold, \ have ftood for a long time, and J ftill 
ftand at the door, and knock ; waiting for admit- 
tance into your hearts. Jf any man hear my 
voice with a due regard, and open the door; if 
he welcome me with the affection due to fuch a 
Friend, and fuch a Saviour, how mean foever 
his Cieninfancess in life may, be, and how faulty 
foever his character may formerly have been, J 
will enter into his houfe, and, like fome princely 
gueft, will bring my own rich and delightful 
entertainment along with me; I will /up with 
him, and he fhall fup with me ; I will treat him 
with the moft endearing and familiar friendfhip, 
accept the tokens of his affeCtion, and give him 
the moft folid evidences of mine. Let this 
variety of motives then engage you, O ye La- 
odiceans, to fhake of that dull lethargic tem- 
per which has fo long given me caufe of com- 
plaint: and for your further encouragement, 

hear 


to buy of me gold 
tried in the fire, that 
thou mayeft be rich; 
and white raiment, 
that thou mayeft be 
clothed, and that the 
fhame of thy naked- 
nefs do not appear ; 
and anoint thineeyes 
with eye-falve, that 
thou mayeft fee. 


ro As miany as{love, 
E rebuke and cha{ten: 
be zealous therefore, 
and repent. — 


20 Behold, I ftand 
at the door, and 
knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will 
come in to him, and 
will fap with him, 
and he with me. 


at To him that 
over= 


‘grant to fit with me 


‘ 
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evercometh, will I hear the laft promife which I make, to all who 
in my throne, even €X€ft themfelves in that holy warfare, to which 
as I alfo overcame, 1 am calling you, with becoming vigour and re- 
bs ee folution: as for the valiant conqueror, I will 
‘Seva! give him to fit down with me upon my glorious 
and exalted throne in the heavenly world; as [ 
alfo myfelf have conguered the enemies which 
violently aflaulted me in the days of my flefh, 
and am fet down with my Father upon his throne : 
my faithful fervants fhail partake with me of 
this honour in the. great day of my appearing, 
a2 We that hath and fhall live and reign with me for ever. He 
niet ck a age ee therefore, that hath an ear to hear, let him be all 
unto the churches. attention on this occafion, and hear what the 
Spirit faith to the churches ; regarding what has 
been addreffed to each, as intended to afford 

matter of general inftruction. 
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oy what age, or in what place, will the church be entirely free 
from this Laodicean temper, which is fo juftly complained of 


_ by our Lord, and reprefented as fo loathfome to him; I mean, an 


indslence in religion, often joined. with arrogance and fpiritual 
pride too, as if great attainments were made, where it is almoft 
matter of doubt, whether the very effentials be remaining! Let 
us not indulge to a vain conceit of our own wifdom, and riches, 
and fufficiency ; but, let us thankfully hearken to that kind invi- 
tation, which he here gives us, to come and purcha/fe that ot 
him, without money, and without price, by which we may be truly 
and fubftantially enriched; that by which we may attain to real 
knowledge and true difcernment; and may be cloathed with or- 
naments and glories, which fhall render us amiable in the eyes 
of God. How long has our compaffionate Saviour been waiting 
upon us! How long has he /fosd knocking at the door! And O, 
for what guefts hath he been excluded! who have filled our hearts 
and taken the throne ia them, while the entrance has been de- 


Sect: 
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nied to the Lord of glory and of grace! Let us humble ourfelves * 


in the duft before him, and intreat that he would now enter as 
into his own habitation; that he would do us the honour to /up 
with us; that he would caufe us to fup with him; opening to us 
the ftores of his love and bounty, and caufing our fouls to rejoice 
in his falvation. ‘* Awaken us, O bleffed Fefus, to give thee a 
« moft cheerful admittance; and rather fhow thy love to us by 
* chaftifements and rebuke, than fuffer us entirely to forfeit it, by 
“‘ continued infenfibility and negligence. Holy ‘and. true, who 


«6 haft the key of David, exert thy power, irrefiftible in heaven 
iMG 2 “ and 


4 
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St Fohn beheld a door opened in heaven ; 


“ and on earth, in opening our hearts: and O, fet before us an 
< ae door of fervice; and give us to ufe it to the utmoft, for 
“thy glory. Strengthen us to keep the word of thy patience, and 
“‘ make us unfhaken in our attachment to thee, in every hour of 
“ temptation, which may come upon the earth, that none may take 
“ away our crown.’ 

Whatever our trials may be, let us rejoice in this, that they 
will be only for a fhort duration; for our Lord is coming quickly « 
whatever our combat may be, let us arm ourfelves with faith in 
thofe glorious promifes, which our Lord makes to them that per- 
fevere and overcome. 

Have we not experienced the pleafure of filling a place in the 
houfe of God on earth? But this facred fatisfaction, and the holy 
feafon which affords it, is quickly over: let us long for the bled- 
fed time, when we fhall be fixed as immoveable pillars in the 
temple of God above. And O, may we now wear, engraven on 
our hearts, the name of our God, and of his heavenly city, and the 
new name of our triumphant Redeemer, as a token for good, that 
we fhall bear the infcription in bright and everlafting characters 
above. But even this moft expreflive promife was not equal to 
all the purpofes of a Saviour’s Jove: that nothing, therefore, 
might be wanting to enkindle the moft generous ambition, he 
has been pleafed to fpeak of our jitting down with him upon his 
throne, as he is fat down on his Father’s throne., And who then 
will ever fcruple to /uffer with him, when thus affured of reign- 
ing with him, in everlafting glory! O, who would grudge to 
refign, not merely the agcommiedatiens of life, but even an earthly 
throne, in the hope of one, fo much more radiant,- exalted and 
petmancnt) Fear not, little flock ; it is your Father's, and net 
Saviour’s, good pleafure to give you the kingdom, (Luke xii. 32.) 
and he animates you to purfue it with fuch compaflionate earnelt- 
nefs, as if he could hardly enjoy it him/elf, unlels i it were commu- 
nicated to you. ‘ 


Sak Ce Le, 


Another fcene now opens on the apoftle Fabens in which God is re- 
prefented as enthroned in celeftial glory, furrcunded with the 


hieroglyphical reprefentation of angels, and the glorified church. 
Rev. IV. 1, to the end. 


REVELATION IV. 1. Rev. [Ve 3. 


WRT ER thefe things, and after Jefus had dic- AF te R this, I 
tated to me thefe feven epiftles, a Ws and cs fw aa ee 
behold, it feemed as if.a door were opened in hea- pened in heayen: and 


PMs the 


Shae a wee = bi 
Se ee OT at 


and faw a rainbow round the throne of God. 


the firft voice which I 
heard, was as it were 
of a trumpet talking 
with me: which faid, 
Come up hither, and 
Iwill thew thee things 

’ which muft be here- 
after. 


3, And immediate- 
ly I was in the Spi- 
rit: and behold, a 
throne was fet in hea- 

- ven, and syne fat on 
the throne. 


> 3 And he that fat 
was to look upon like 
a jafper, anda fardine 
{tone :-and there was 
a rainbow round a- 
bout the throne, in 
fight like unto-an e- 
merald. 


399 


ven, near to which I was brought; fo that I Se¢r- 


was able to look in, and fee what paffed, and 
was tranfacted there. 


y. 


ew 


And the firft voice, which Rev. 


I heard before, [was] as loud as the found of a 1V- *- 


trumpet ; and while /peaking to me, it feemed 
to iflue out from thence; and it faid, Come up 
hither ; and, having given thee this charge re- 
lating to prefent things, / will fhew thee what 
Sball be afterwards. And immediately I was 
in the Spirit *, and an extraordinary vifion pre- 
fented itfelf to my intelleCtual view; for behold, 
and obferve diligently a circumftance of fo great 
importance: a thrane was fet in heaven, to re- 
prefent that of the blefled God; and there was 
one fitting upon it, of a majeftic form and ap- 
pearance, and arrayed in robes of glory, fuited 
to the fituation in which he was. And he 
who fat [on it] was, in the form and luitre of 
his appearance, like a jafper and Jardine ftone »; 
and a rainbow, in which the bright green, in 
appearance like the vivid, though foft and agree- 


able colour of an emerald, [was] efpecially pre-: 


valent, appeared round about the throne; ex- 
preflive of that propitiouf{nefs and kindnefs, and 
of that covenant-relation to his people, which 
the blefled God is pleafed to:acknowledge in the 


2. 


midit 
AS NOn iB 8. 


a I was in the Spirit.) This phrafe 
fignifies, to be under a firong and fuper- 
natural impulle, caufed by the miraculous 
operation of the Spirit of God aéting on 
the imagination in fuch a manner as to 
open extraordinary fcenes, which had 
not any exact external archetype. And it 
is much illultrated by the view prefented 
to Ezckiel, when he fat in his houfe among 
the elders of the people, (Ezek. viii. 1.) 
who probably faw nothing but the prophet 
himfelf, as one, in a france, or exta/y, or 
whofe thoughts were fo attentively fixed, 
as to~be infenfible of what pafled around 
him. We are not therefore to imagine, 
that the perfon fitting on the throne, or the 
four animals, or the four and twenty elders, 
were real beings, exifting in nature ; 
though they reprefented, in a figurative 
manner, things that did really exift. And 
though it is poflible, that cereal fcenes 
might, by Divine, or angelic power, 
have been formed, I think it much more 
probabie, that all that pafled, was purely 
in the imagination of St John. "This will 


Keep us, in our interpretation, clear of a 
thoufand difficulties, not to fay abfurdities, 
which would follow from a contrary fup- 
pofition; namely, that there is in heaven 
an animal in the form of a dam), to repre- 
fent Chrift; and that theve are fuch diving 
creatures, as are here defcribed; and that 
God himfelf appears in a-human form, ¢e. 
And this obferyation I make once for all, 
defiring that it may be remembered, and 
applied as occafions prefent. 

b Like jafper, &c.] Ido not fuppofe 
this refers {o much to the co/our of théfe 
ftones, as to their /u/?re, and the radiancy 


of the light as reflected from them, whei- 


perfeétly polithed. The rainbow of eme- 
rald was, no doubt, to exprefs a coveniné 
of peace ; of which the rainbow was, with 
Noah, an appointed token. And that 
lively and cheering colour feems to have 
been particularly: mentioned, not to im- 
ply there were no other, but that the pro- 
portion of gree was greater than ordina- 
ry. Compare Ezek. i. 26. 


c Twen- 


2 


2 
ca 
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Sect. midft of his tranfcendent glory. (Compare 
i, Genix., ¥6-) And, in an extenfive circle, 
Rey. round about. the throne of God, [there were] 
WV. 4. twenty-four other thrones: and on the thrones I 
faw twenty-four elders © fitting, as an emblem of 

the Olid Teftament-church, and alfo of the New; £ 

and they were cloathed in a habit fomewhat re- 
fembling that of the Levites or priefts, with 
white raiment ; and, in token of their royal dig- 

nity, they had upon their heads golden crowns. 

5 And out of the throne there came flafhes of vivid 
lightnings, and thunders, and fometimes articu- 

late voices ;~and feven lamps of fire [were] burn- 

ing continually 4 before the throne; which are the 

feven Spirits of God; thatis, they reprefent a 
great variety of the Spirit’s operations, and thofe 

f goad ange! who aét in fubferviency to him. 


6 And before the throne, (there was,\ correfpon- 
ra fe vie Wraceh dea dn Solomon’s temple, 
1 Kings vil. 23.) @ great laver, or fea, which 


was made all of pure pellucid p/a/s, which was 
clear like chryftal ittelf.. And in the middle of 
the fpace between the throne and the circle about 
the ase, [there were] four living creatures ©; 
and, to Ggnify their intelligence, and sine 
of obfervance, they appeared full of eyes, both 
7 before and behind: ‘Thefe four animals, of a 
very extraordinary form, feem to have been in- 
tended as hieroglyphical reprefentations of the 
angelic nature £: and the head of the firft ani- 


mal, 
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e Twenty-four elders.}] . The number | purified. 
feems to allude to that of the patriarchy and the throne, 
apojiless aud they are called elders, as of angelic forms ; 
the prefidency of e/ders was common a- 


And the 


On twenty-four other thrones, were as many elders ; 


4 Andround about 


the throne were four 
and twenty feats : 
and upon the feats I 
faw four and twenty 

elders fitting, clothed 
in white raiment ; 
and they had on their 
heads crowns of gold. 


5 And out of the 
throne proceeded 
lightnings, and thun- 
derings, and voices: 
and there were feven 
lamps of fire burn- 
ing before the throne, 
which are the feven 
Spivits of God. 


6 And before the 
throne there was a fea 
of glafs like untocry- 
ftal : and in the midft 
of the throne, and 
round about the 
throne, were four 
beafts full of eyes 
before and behind. 


4 Andthefrft-bheaft 
was 


x 


Spirits franding before 


might be diftinét appearances 
as it is certain fome of 


frre, 


mong the Jews. And thefe might be 
confidered, as reprefentatives of the 
church, paying homage at the throne in the 
name of the re(t. 

d Seven lamps of fire, &e.] Some 


Think thefe are the Jeven Spirits of God, 


that is, aage/s fpoken of.afterwards, chap. 
v. 6. bat. Tat prefent doubt, whether 
they may not be diftinguithed. Lamps of 


or lambent flames, like thofe that 
fell upon the apojfles on the day of pen- 
tecolt, (Acts ii, 3.) might perhaps be 
emblems of the blefled Spirit'of God in its 
various and powerful operations; efpeci- 
ally thofe by which the minds of intelli- 
gent created beings are illuminated. and 


them were, from the aétions they after- 
wards performed ; founding the feven trum- 
pets, &e. 
© Four living creatures.) It wasa moft 
unhappy m//fake in our tranflators, to 
render the word Coa, bea/s ; it certainly 
fignifies any other kind of animals, that 
is of creatures which have avimal life, as 
well as bea/ts. 'The word, bea/?, not on- 
Jy degrades the fignification, but the ani- 
mals here mentioned, have parts and ap- 
pearances, which beafts have not, and 
are reprefented as in the highelt fenfe ra- 
tional, 
£ Hieroglyphical reprefentations, dc.] 
Tt is well known, the ancients, (borrow- 
ing them J fuppofe from the ba chaiars 
ealt 


ee 


and round about the throne four living creatures ; 


was like a lion, and 
the econd beaft like 
a calf, and the third 
beaft had a face as a 
ea and the fourth 

eaft was like a fly- : 
ing eagle. Hl which 


tion. 
like a 


firmnefs, patience, and perfeverance with which 
they go through the labours which God has ap- 


pointed them. 


And the third animal had a face 


like a man, to exprefs, by the image of the only 
rational creature on this-earth, the clearnefs of 


dowed. 


intelligence, and the ftrength of reafon, with 
which, in a vaftly fuperior degree, they are en- 
And the fourth animal was like a {wikt 


flying eagle, with its wings difplayed, and with 
quicknefs in its eye and motion, to fignify the 
fprightlinefs, and adtivity, and incomparable 
velocity, with which’ thefe celeftial fpirits fly 
from world to world, to execute the commands 


g And the four they receive from their Sovereign. 


An d. 9 


beafts had each of though the'heads of thefe four wonderful Living 


them fix wings about 


him 


creatures were different, yet they had in the reit 
’ of their body, one form; and they had each of 


them fix wings round about; fo that their body 
feemed covered with the rich plumage of them. 


N O 
dealt much in hicroglyphics, by which na- 
tural and moral truths were expreffed. 
Dr Middleton, in his curious colleétion 
of antiquities, prefents us with one fo re- 
tmarkable, that I cannot forbear mention- 
ing it here. It is a copy of a gem, in 
which a man’s face, an elephant’s head, a 
peacock, and a fcepire, are joined together. 
He thinks it was intended as an hierogly- 
phic, or embiematical reprefentation of 
Socrates; as the face bears a {trong refem- 
blance to the pictures ufually given of 
him. He fuppofes the human face to re- 
prefent that of Socrates, and the other fi- 
gures, thofe beautiful and Divine images 
which were in his mind. The peacock, 
being the moft beautiful bird, may de- 
note the heauty of his virtues; the fcepire, 
his, majefty and authority; the efephaut, 
the ftrength and fortitude of his mind. 
And -for the fame reafon he obferves, it 
might be ufed to exprefs the character of 
a philofopher in general; but efpecially, 
the ftoic’s wife man, who was furnifhed 
with all kinds of virtues and perfedions, 


And 
Tar oes 
being the only beautiful and valiant man, 
and a king, whatever his circumfances 
might happen to be. Middleton's Autig. 
Tab. xxi. § 10. p. 243,—245- There 
ean, I think, be no doubt, but thefe are 
the cherubim defcribed by Ezekiel, (chap. 
i.) which therefore fhould be carefully 
compared with this reprefentation. - Lo 
confider this appearance as an emblem of 
deity, which is the fcheme of Mr Hutch- 
infon, and his followers, appears to mea 
very great abfurdity. Nor can J] think, 
with Mr Jackfon, that they are merely 
intended to fignify the homage paid to 
God by all terre/trial creatures. Another 
peculiar and extraordinary hypothetis, 
with regard to them, has been propo- 
fed to me, and may perhaps be laid before 
the world; and therefore I think it moft 
refpcGfal to the ret ¥ 
thor, not ta anticipate his own. defign. 
Some have thought thefe animals repre- 
fent fpirits of an order fupericr to angels, 
taken up wholly in contemplation. See 
Reynolas of angcis,*p. 6 


*). Gu 


erend aud ingeniqUs au- 
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mal, in this marvellous compofition, [was] ike Scr. 
a lion, to fignify the courage and vigour with 
which thefe celeftial beings execute the com- 
mands of God, and the irrefiftible ftrength with IV. 7. 
they encounter and vanquifh all oppofi- 
And the head of the fecond animal [was] 
calf, or young bullock, to fignify the 


a 
Land 
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SECT. 


vio 


Rev. 
Iv. 8. 


Who gave gly io him that fat on the throne. 


And within (they were] all full of eyes, to figni- 
fy their quick difcernment of every obje€t around 
them. And they reft not day nor night; but 
they ftand in the Divine prefence, /aying with 
united voices, (as the feraphim, reprefented in 


the vifion which Taiah faw, Ta. vi. 2, 3-) 


10 


II 


Ver. 1 


“ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty ®, whe 
“ waft, and art, and art to come:”’ thus giving 
to God in continual acts of adoration, the glory 
of his natural and moral perfections, and ac- 
knowledging their immutability from everlaft- 
ing and to everlafting.. And while the living 
creatures are thus giving glory and honour, and 
thanks to him that fits upon the throne, and ad- 
dreffing their fublime and harmonious anthems 
of praife to him, who liveth for ever and ever, 
with unwearied vigour and activity of mind ; 
The four and twenty elders, whom I defcribed 
before as themfelves fitting on majeftic thrones, 
fall down in the Divine prefence, even before 
him that fitteth upon the throne, and worfbip him 
that liveth for ever and ever ; and they caft down 
their crowns before the throne, in token of their 
homage to that tranfcendently glorious Being, 
from whofe fovereign grace, and unparalleled 
munificence, they received them ; /aying, at the 
fame time, Worthy art thou, O Lord, to re- 
ceive the afcription of glory, and honour, and 
power; for thou haft, by thine almighty ener- 
gy, created all things, and for thy fovereign 
will they are and were created; their firft -pro- 
duction, and continued exiftence, is owing to 
the riches of thy free goodnefs; and, therefore, 
they are all under the {tri€teft obligations, ac- 
cording to their refpeCtive natures, to fubferve 
the purpofes of thy glory. 


him, and they were 
full of eyes withing 
and they reft not day 
and night, faying, 
Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, 
and is to come. 


9 And when thofé 
beatts give glory, and 
honour and thanks, 
to him that fat on the 
throne, who liveth 
for ever and ever, 


ro The four and 
twenty elders fall 
down before him that 
fat on the throne, and 
worthip him that li- 
veth for ever and e- 
ver, and caft their 
crowns before the 
throne, faying, 


tr Thou art wor 
thy, O Lord, to re- 
ceive glory, and ho- 
nour, and power: for 
thou: haft created all 
things, and for thy 
pleafure they are, and 
were created. 


DOM OPAR OE eee hiv ee 
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ND thould not we likewife fall down with the angels and 
glorified fpirits, and pay /ome homage to the Sovereign Ma- 


jefty of heaven, though it be impoflible for us to equal theirs ? 
For ever adored be the Divine grace, that a door is opened in hea- 


Ni tO Ba; 
& Holy, holy, holy, &e.| ‘This anthem 


is that which Ifaiah tells us he heard the 


feraphim fing; and it is obferyable, that 


Ven, 


many other hymns recorded in this book, 
are borrowed from the Old Teftament, 


_ Reflections on the worfbip paid by the hving creatares. 492 
ven; in confequence of which, even before we enter, we are al- Sect. 


lowed to /ook in, and thus to confirm our faith, and to animate ee 


our devotion; which, alas! after all, is too ready to decline and 
languifh. That it may be greatly invigorated, let us look up to 
the throne, and to him that fitteth thereupon; and rejoice to fee 
that peaceful emblem with which the feat of his glory is fur- 
rounded, the rainbow of vivid and pleafant green: fignifying, 
that the majeftic Being who fills it, is the covenant-God of all his 
believing and obedient people, and that mercy. and love reign 
triumphant, in the whole conftitution of that perpetual covenant. 

Let us contemplate with veneration the dle/jed angels, the mi- 
nifters of God, who do his pleafure, reprefented here under hiero- 
glyphical characters, as poflefled of amazing /rrength and courage, 
refolution and patience, of the fublimeft reafon, of the moft deep 
and penetrating /agacity, aCtive and pure as flames of frre; and 
with thefe lofty ideas in our minds, let us ardently pray that the 
will of God may be fo done on earth, as it is done in heaven. Let 
us alfo remember the elders here mentioned, the reprefentatives 
of the church of the: Redeemed, feated on glorious thrones, 
cloathed in that white raiment, which is the righteoufne/s of the 
faints, and adorned with crowns of glory. And let us efpecially 
confider, how the angels and the faints are employed: they reft 
not day nor night from breathing out the moft ardent devotions ; 


they feel nothing of that wearinefs and languor, with which we 


are too frequently invaded in this ftate of mortality, even in our 
beft moments, and Divineft frames; but they cry continually, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who art, and waft, and 
art to come; they give glory, and honour, and thankfgiving to 
him that jitteth on the throne. And infinitely worthy he is to 
receive it: He, who is the 4/mighty Creator, He who is the ever- 
prefent, and ever-gracious Supporter of all! Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, thou alone art worthy ; and though thou with-holdeft from 
us the face of thy throne, while we dwell in thefe tabernacles of 


Vert. 


clay ; yet as we are thy creatures, thy rational creatures, we par- - 


take of thy proteétion and bounty, and, feeble as our faculties 
are, and dark as the world is in which we dwell, we are able to 
difcover thee as our Almighty Creator, our conftant Prefervery, 
our never-failing Benefactor. And, as fuch, may we daily wor- 
fhip and adore thee, with our fecble voices in this {tate of mor- 
tality ; that when we are duly prepared, we may begin a nobler 
fong, and join in the fublimer anthems and hallelujahs above. 
Amen. 
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404 St Fobn faw a book in his banth who fat on the throne ; 


poe Dag Oxgeas ©: 


Vill. 


The vifian of the fealed book, and of the Lamb that was flains whe 


was found worthy to open it, and on that account received the 


acclamation of the whale choir of angels and faints. 


Iy---14. 


REVELATION V. 


Rev. V. 


= 


I. Rey. V.t. 
ND, having obferved the particulars men- 


tioned above, I faw on the right-hand of 
Rev. him who fat on the glorious throne already de- 
V. x. {cribed, the volume of a book, or {crole, written 
on both fides, within and without * for though 
I faw only the outfide, perceiving it infcribed 


AND I faw in the 
right-hand ofhim 
that fat on the throne, 
a book written within 
and on the back-fide, 
fealed with feyen 
feals. 3 


with characters, I naturally concluded the in- 
fide was full; and, as it was rolled up, it was pa» 
fealed with feven {trong feals, each of which be- 


2 longed to a diftinct leaf. 


3 its wonderful contents ? 


4 the book, or to look into.it : 


And I faw a migh- 
ty angel, who wore, in his appearance, the evi- 
dent marks of dignity and power, proclaiming 
witha great voice, and faying, Whe is worthy 
to open the myfterious beck which is in the hand 
of God, and to loofe its feals, and fo to difclofe 
And upon this I faw 
an univerfal blank confufion upon every coun- 
tenance; fo that it plainly appeared, that no one, 
-among all the creatures of God, im heaven, or 
upon earth, or under the earth, was able to open 
! And, as Thad an ear- 
neft defire to know the contents, and had plea- 
fed myfelf with a fecret expectation, that fome 
extraordinary difcovery was to be madé to me, 
and to the church, from thence; it grieved me 


ftrong. angel pro- 
claiming with a loud 


and to loofe the feals 
thereof? 


3 And no man in 
heaven, nor in earth, 
neither under the 
earth, was able to o- 
pen the book, nei- 
ther to look thereon. 


4 And I. wept 
much, becaufe no 


thy to open and to 
read_ the book, nei- 
ther to look thereon, 


exceedingly, infomuch that J wept abundantly, 
becaufe no one was found worthy to open and read 
the book ; nor, indeed, fo much as to look into it. 


5 And as the grand at of adoration, in which 


s And one of the 
the el- 


NSO iT EssBis 


4 Written on both fides, within and 
without.) Mr Lowman, after Grotius, 
hath obferved, that there ought to be a 
{top after the word, within, (ccw@ev,) and 
that it fhould be rendered, written within, 
and fealed on the back-fide. But the learned 
Dr Hammond hath very well, defended 
the fenfe given in the paraphrafe; ob- 
ferving, that it appears in the procefs, 


that the opening of every fingle feal brings 
forth fome new reprefentation; which 
could not be the cafe, if all the feals were 
on the back-fide; for then they muft all 
be opened, before any part of the book 
could be difcovered, dc. And therefore 
it mutt be concluded, that each feal be- 
longed to a diftinét leaf. 


b Seven! & 


. 2 And T faw Da: 


voice, Who is wor. 
thy toopenthe book, ~ 


man was found wor-, 


eo ee 


* from hence, that there are, in fact, feven 


and the Lamb only was worthy to open the feals of it. 405 
pi oe the elders had joined with the living creatures, § a“ 
the Lion of the tripe 0 him that fat on the throne, was over, one ~', 
of Juda, the Root of Of the elders faidto me, Weep not; behold, the-Lions kev. 
fice each who is of the tribe of Fudahy (that excellent Per- VY: s: 
and to loofethe even £00, to whom that oracle relating to Judah, in 
feals thereof. which he was defcribed under the token of a 
lion, to reprefent his invincible ftrength, by 
which he fhall triumph over all his enemies, 
(Gen. xlix. 9, 10.) principally referred;) he hath 
conquered this great difficulty: He, who is the 
Root, that was to {pring from the ftock of David, 
when it feemed to be withered in the earth, hath 


prevailed to open the book, and to loofe its feven 


a Jeals ; fo that thou fhalt foon hear its contents; _ 


for he is appointed by God to penetrate and dif} | 
cover thofe fecret decrees, which are concealed 
. _ from every creature in heaven, and on earth, 

: ae er and under the earth.’ And I beheld, and lo, 6 
and lo, in the midf 5 4 , : 
of the throne, and of tO My great aftonifhment, in the middle-/pace be- 
the four bealts, and Zween the throne and the four living creatures, 
in the midft of theel- gyd in the mid/t of the elders, who made a kind 
ders {tood a Lamb as_ Giemicicletats h h PR en. 
it had béva lain, ha- Of femicircle about them, there Stood this illut- 
vingfeven horns,and trious Perfon, whofe title I had juft been hear- 
feven ‘eyes, which ine; and, though he was fpoken of by the name 
are the feven Spirits’. OReLion of th ‘ioe hidah a 
of God fent forth in- Of the Lion of the tribe o Judah, to exprefs the 
to all the earth. terrors of his wrath againit his imp]acable ene- 

‘ mies, the fymbol of his Perfon, in this myfte- 

rious vifion, was very different ; for he appear- 
ed asa Lamb, who had been flain for facrifice, 
and wore the recent marks of flaughter, in the 
' blood on his throat and breaft; and this Lamb 
._-wasofa very uncommon form, having feven horas 
and feveneyes, inftead of two of each; and thisJ un- 
derftood as a myfterious reprefentation of extra- 
ordinary power and knowledge, and of the won- 
derful degree in which the Spirit of God was 
poured out upon the Perfon whom this vifionary 

: Lamb reprefented ; for thefe are the feven Spi+ 
rits of God”, fent forth into all the earth; they 
res 

Wee Oe ae. 

b Seven Spirits of God.] Comparing rits, fent forth as thefe are faid to be, 
this text with chap. viii.2. I muft ac- (Zech. vi. 5.); and, I-think, the whole 
Knowledge, that this is indeed to be un- it amounts to, is, that there are many ce- 
derftood of even angels. MrMede infers leltial {pirits, who are the inftruments of 
that providence which Chrift, exerciies 
archangels who prefide over all the reft. over the earth, who bring to him an ac- 
But [ cannot allow the confequence to be -count of what paffes, and receive and cx- 
certain. We fometimes read of four fpi- ecute his commands. But, by the wy 

3 Dz cls 


406 » The elders and the living creatures fung bis praifes 3 


SEGr: 
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reprefent that Divine energy, which operates 
every-where ; and of exerting which, the moft 
illuftrious angels have often the honour to be the 
minifters. And he came near to the feat of 


Majefty, and took the book out of the right-hand 


of him who fat upon the throne ; which I under- - 


ftood asa fymbo}, to intimate that the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, whom I knew to be reprefented by this 
flaughtered Lamb, was appointed to reveal the 


fecret decrees of God, and to give me thofe dif- 


coveries which I fo much defired to receive. 
And when he received the book in the manner I 
have defcribed, the four living creatures, and 
the twenty-four elders, fell down before the Lamb, 
in token of humble reverence and adoration; 
and thefe elders appeared as a choir of humble 
worthippers in the temple of God, baving eve- 
ry one harps of gold, with which they played in 
fweet harmony, to aid the mutic of their voices; 
and they had alfo golden vials, or cenfers °, full 
of perfumes, which are the prayers of the faints 3 
for, as I underftood thefe elders to be the re- 
prefentatives of the church, I apprehended that, 
in allufion to the incenfe offered in the temple 
while the people were praying, this cireumftance 
had a reference to prayer, and was intended to 
fhew how acceptable it is to God, when it pro- 
ceeds from a holy and an upright heart. And 
they fang a new fong, excellent in its kind, and 
cornpofed on a much greater occafion, and in 
much fublimer ftrains of Divine harmony, than 
thofe which the priefts and Levites fang in the 
temple at Jerufalem ; /aying, Worthy art thou 
to take the book from the’ hand of God, and to 
open the feals thereof ; for thou, O blefled Lamb 
of God, who takeft away the fins of the world, 
thou waft flain to expiate our guilt, and thou 
haft redeemed us to God by thy precious blood, 

: from 

NGOwiey VEe oS: 


this will no more prove, that he is under 


a neceffity of receiving intelligence from ‘ heaven. 


7 And he came 
and took the book 
out of the right-hand 
of him that fat upon 


‘the throne. 


8 And when he 
had taken the book, 
the four beats, and 
four and twenty el- 
ders fell down be- 
fore the Lamb, ha~ 
ving every one of 
them harps, and gol- 
den vials full of o- 
dours, which are the 
prayers of faints. 


. 


9 And they fung 

a new fong, faying, 
Thou art worthy to 
take the’book, and to 
open the feals there- 
of: for thou waft 
flain, and haft re- 
deemed us to God by 
thy 


Chrift Fefus, above the higheft ange] in 


them, or of ufing their affiftance, than 
the paralle? paffage of Zechariah will prove 
it of God the Father, Zech. iv. 2, 10. But 
Dr Scott very juftly arenes, that as they 
are called the feven eyes of the Lord in that 
gext, and here, of the Lamb, it is an ar- 
gument for the exaltation of the Man 


& Vials, or cenfers.] Thefe, (as Mr 
Lowman obferves,) were not fall bottles, 


fuch as are now called vials; but cups 


on a plate, like a tea-cup and faucer, 
in allufion to the cenfers of gold in 
which the priefts offered incenfe in the 
temple. ; 

"d OF 


as 
thy blood, out of e- 
every kindred, an 
tongue, and people, 
and nation ; 


ro And haft made 
us unto our God 
kings and priefts : 
and we fhall reign on 
the earth. 


1x And I beheld, 
and I heard the voice 
.of many angels round 
about the throne, 
and the beafts, and 
the elders: and the 
number of them was 
ten thoufand times 
ten thoufand, and 
thoufands of thou- 
fands; 


12 Saying with a 
loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb that was 
flain, to receive 
power, and riches, 
and wifdom, and 
ftrength, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and 


blefling. 


a 


did likewife a great multitude of angels. 


407 


from the dominion of fin, the tyranny of Satan, Sct 


the curfe of the law, and the wrath of a juftly 
incenfed Deity ; whofe fervants and favourites 
we are now become, in confequence of thy kind 
and gracious interpofition. And we, are now 


aflembled round his throne, out of every tribe, 


and language, and people, and nation, near and 
afar ‘off, facred and. profane, learned and bar- 
barous ; wherever we were difperfed, thou haft 
found us, and into whatever bondage and mife- 
ry we were funk, thy power and thy mercy have 
refcued us; And thou haft made us to our 
God, kings and priefis ; we are robed in purity 
and majefty, we are crowned with gold; and 
here we appear in thefe prieftly offices, which 
we perform with the fplendor of princes ; and 
we fhall reign on earth : the Chriftian caufe fhall 
prevail through all ages; while the happy fouls 
who have pafled courageoufly through their trials 
upon earth, come hither in their appointed fea- 
fons, and {hare the honours of thy triumphant 
kingdom. And I beheld this glorious {cene 
with inexpreffible pleafure ; and while my foul 
was all attention, I alfo heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne, and of the living 
creatures‘, which betokened in general the an- 
gelic nature, and of the elders which reprefent- 
ed the church. 4nd a multitude appeared join- 
ing the choir, fo exceeding great, that the num- 
ber of them was myriads of myriads, and thoufands 
of thoufands; \ was ready to apprehend that nei- 
ther thoufands nor millions were fufhcient to ex- 
prefs them. And there was not fo much as 
a jasring voice, or a cold and languid heart in 
the whole aflembly; but, with united ardour 
and harmony, they were /aying, with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was flaughtered, 
to receive power over univerfal nature, and 
all the riches it can boaft. Worthy is he, to 


-whom we fhould afcribe confummate and un- 


4 Of many angels, 
treatures. | 


This plainly fhews, that 


there was an appearance of anvels, as 


fearchable wi/dom, and refiltlels might, and peer- 
lefs honour, and relplendent glory, and immort- 
| al 
NS OS TY SEs ; 
living fented their natures: a circumftance, 
which {do not remember in the vifion of 


Ezekiel, 


and of the 


well as of thefe animals which 1epre- 


ans 
Rey. 
V. 9 


1d 


Ik 
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408 Reflections on the vifion of the Lamb flain. 


Sect. al bleffing; even he, who once appeared under 
eee a cloud of weaknefs and poverty, and under the 
Rev. imputation of folly, loaded with difhonour. and 
V. 12. infamy, with reproaches and curfes : worthy is 
he, of all the dignity and glory, the benediction 
and homage of the heavenly world, throughout 
13 the endlefs ages of eternity! | 4nd while the 
multitude of the heavenly hofts were finging 
this fublime anthem, every creature which 1s in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and fuch as are in the fea*, even all things that 
are in them, in every various form of nature, 
feemed to echo back the voice; and I heard 
them faying, To him who fits upon the throne, and 
to his Son the Lamb, the worthy Partaker of his 
throne and kingdom, [de] perpetual dlefing, 
and the profoundeft honour, and confummate 
glory, and almighty firength, afcribed for ever 
14-and ever. And the four living creatures faid, 
Amen,.to this hymn, to teftify their hearty con- 
currence; and, at the fame time, the twenty- 
four elders fell down before the throne, and wor- 
Soipped him who liveth for ever and ever; ac- 
knowledging him to be infinitely fuperior to all 
thofe fervices which the moft exalted powers 

of created nature are capable of rendering. 


13 And every crea= 
ture which is in hea= 
ven, and on the 
earth, and under the 
earth, and fuch as are 
in the fea, and alk 
that are in them, ° 
heard I, faying, Blef- 
fing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, 
be unto him that fit- 
teth upon the throfie, 
and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever. 


14 And the four 
beafts faid, Amen. 
And the four and 
twenty elders fell 
down and worfhipped 
him that livetly for. 
ever and ever. 


DME EP Ro Raa Ei Vie, Bua Ti 


Wer. 5 T= fhould fill us with unutterable joy, when we lift up our eyes 
to the throne of God, that we there difcern the Lamb wearing 

the marks of laughter. We fhould then gratefully remember, 

his dying love; for it is his precious blood which cleanfes us from 

all fin, and emboldens our addreffes to God, confcious as we are, 

that our guilt is attended with great aggravations. Surely, had 

it been queried, with refpeét to the great atonement to be made 

for our tranfgreflions, as it was with refpect to the opening thefe 

3,4 seals, Who is worthy to complete this gracious undertaking? we 
fhould have feen with unfpeakable anguifh, that none in heaven, 

5 or on earth, would have been found equal to the tafk. But here 


like- 


\ NO Ty Sug 
€°In the fea.| \As the inhabitants of different ways, concurred in the praife; 
the watery elements are neceflarily mute, that is, ‘that the whole conftitution of 
I fuppofe we are not to underftand by it contributed to furnifh out matter of 
this, that they feemed to grow vocal in praife; juft as inanimate, as well as rati- 
the praifes of Chrift upon this occafion; onal creatures, are called upon to praife 
but rather, that heaven, earth and fea, God in feveral of the pfalms, efpecially 


is ufed to fignify, that al] nature, in its Pal. exlviii. 


, 


& The 


On. opening the firft feal, a white horfe appears: 
likewife, the Lion of the tribe of Fudah has prevailed. Wow Di- 
vinely is he furnifhed for the high ftation he fuftains, and for all 
the glorious fervices affigned to him! What amazing power, what 
adorable wi/dom is implied in the feven horns, and feven eyes, with 
which he is here delienated ! and O! what love, in fubmitting 
to be flain, that he might redeem us to God by his blood! With the 
prayers of the faints, which come up before God as incenfe, may 
they ever mingle their moft ardent prai/es for this Divine conde- 
fcenfion. And out of gratitude to their Redeemer, let them re- 
joice to fee the glorious change in his condition, from his humi- 
lation and fufferings on earth, to his exaltation and reward in 
heaven: and let them ardently long for the happy feafon, when 
the full choir of the redeemed, from every nation, and people, and 
tongue, fhall unite in this joyful acclamation, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain, to receive power and riches, and wifdom, and 
firength, and honour, and glory and bleffing.---In this world the 
difciples of Chrift are only a little flock, but when they ftand to- 
gether upon the heavenly mountain, they fhall appear ten thou- 


fand times ten thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands; and all the 


. harmony of their voices, and all the ardour of their fouls, incon: © 


ceivably improved as all their powers will be, fhall be united on 
this happy occafion,. Form us, O Lord, we intreat thee, for this 
Divine employment, and teach us, in fome meafure, to anticipate 
its pleafure, in thefe regions below. ‘Even now, in fpirit and in- 


409. 
SBoRe- 
8. 
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Ver. 6 


ir 


tention, we proftrate ourfelves before thee, and lay down the — 


‘crowns, which faith, as it were, hath already received, at thy 


feet; giving glory to him who fitteth upon the throne, and cele- 
brating the victories and honours of the Lamb. 


rope tas Ofyeg Oe, uke 0 IX. 


An account of the opening the fix firft feals, and of the awful events 
which accompanied the opening of each. Rev. VI. throughout *. 


REvy. VI. 1. 


REVELATION VI. 1. 


ND I faw, when I Coup not but be all attention to this won- 


the Lamb open- 
ed 


derful fcene; and I faw when the Lamb open- 


ed 


Ne .O Tp hee 


2 The vifion of the fea/s.] I am vaft- 
ly more obliged to that ingenious and ex- 
cellent commentator, Mr Lowman, for 
what I underftand of this book, than to 
any other writer whatfoever. And, as I 
think his celebrated and valuable fcheme 
of interpretation the moft fatisfactory, 
and which indeed throws confiderable 
light upon the feries of prophecy, I thall 
prefent my readers with a thort view of 


his plan, under the feveral vifions; re- 
ferring the more curiousto the commentary 
itfelf. But I would firft obferve, with 
regatd to this celebrated performance, 
that there is, in many particulars, a beau- 
tiful refemblance between the prophetic 
reprefentations, and the events fuppofed 
to be correfpondent to them; and that 
the hiftorical faéts are reprefented with 
great learning and judgment ; yet the 

core 


On opening the fecond, & red horfe: 
- ed one Pathe feven feals of the book, which he 
had taken out of the right-hand of oe that fat 
upon the thrones and [heard one of the four living 
creatures, “ioe faid, as with a voice of thunder, 
Come, and fee the wonders which are now pre- 
faith themielves. And I faw, and behold 
a white horfe appeared; and he who fat thereon 
had a bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows 
hanging at*his back; and to expreis his royal 
dignity as the King both of the church and of 
the world, there was” given to him a crown of 
gold, and he went forth conquering, and to con- 
quer: Tunderftood that he was to gain fignal 


ed one of the feals,. 
and I heard, as it were 
the noife of thunder, 
one of the four beafts 
faying, Come, and 
fee. 


z And I faw, and 
behold, a white horfe; 
and he that fat on 
him had a bow: and 
a crown was given 
unto him: and he 
wert forth conquer- 
ing, and to conquer. 

Ti 


victories, and that the f 
diately to begin. 


Rye axe! rT?) 


ftate. 


And when he opened the fecond feal, I heard 
the “fecond living creature *, faying, as the for- 
mer had done when the firft was opened, Come 
And another horfe came out 4 , [which] 


and fee. 


eries of them was imme- 


(Compare Pfal. xlv. 3. Rev. 


3 And when he 
had opened the fe-’ 
cond feal, 1 heard 
the fecond beaft fay, 
Come, and fee. 

4 And there went 
out another horfe that 


feem- was 


NEO iG +) Bede 


correfpondence between the prophecies 
and rhe events is not, in a// refpedts, fo 
clear and evident, as might have been’ ex- 
peated ; nor can we always fay, why the 
events in queftion are reprefented by one 
of the emblems ufed, rather than by ano- 
ther. However, he has finely illuftrated 
many paflages, efpecially by fimilar phrafes 
from the prophetic books of the Old Te- 
ftament, in which he is quite unequalled; 
and hath made out fo much, particularly 
with refpeét to the fir, and beginning of 
the third period, as evidently proves this 
book to be a ‘storious confirmation of 
Chriftianity, and worthy our molt atten- 
tive and diligent examination. — This 
learned and accurate writer, then, divides 
the prophetic parts of this book into fever 
periods. The jirfi vepretented by the /eals, 
thews the ftate of the church under the 
heathen Roman Emperors, from A. D. 95. 
to A. D. 323. 1. Period, of the tram- 
pets, in its tate from Conftantine, A. D. 
337. ta A, D. 750... ILI. Period, of the 
vials, its ftate’in the times of, the laft 
head of Roman government, reprefeatted 
by the beat, for 1260 years, from about 
the year 756. to A. DJ2016. IV. Period, 
the millennium, from A. D\ 2099. to 
A.D. joos. V. Period, Satan, loofed 
fora little feafon, and then deftroyed. 
Vi. Period, the refurreétign and final 
gudgment. . VIL. Period, the heavenly 


b-Firf feal, &c.] This refers to the 
triumph of Chriftiantty over. Jewith and 
heathen oppofition by the labours of its 
firft preachers. 

© The fecond hving cr eoture.] As each 
of thete iving creatures is reprefented as 
{peaking ‘fucce fiz ely, I think it confirms. 
what was advanced in /ett. vil. note f, 
relating to the fcheme of Mr Hutchinjon, 
who fuppotes the four living creatures, 
taken wether, to be an embiem of the 
Deity. 

d Another horfe, came out.| Mr Low- 
man thinks, that the leaves of the book 
were fo adjufted, that on opening the fir/? 
feal, the firlt leaf unfolded; and on it 
there was drawn, ina vivid and beautiful 


-pidture, a man mounted on a white horfe 5 


and that what is deferibed on opening 
thofe that follow, is an account of the 
various piftures which John {aw delineated 
on the feveral leaves. But as we have an 
account, not only of the appearance of 
thefe things, but of their motion, and 
their voice ; ‘and efpecially, of a change 
in the {tate of feveral of them, particular- 
ly of the fouls under the altar, (ver. 9.) B 
conclude, that the fcene did not lie in the 
leaf of the book, but arofe in vifion as the 
rett; and that the events defer ibed, feem- 
ed fireceffively to pafs before the eyes of 
John. And indeed, [think it apparent 
that the ftate of the vifion he at firtt faw, 
was fomething altered, upon the opening 

of 


\ 


On opening the third feal, a black horfe: : 


wes ved: and power 


> was given to him that 


fat thereon, to take 
peace from the earth, 
and that they fhould 
kill one another: and 
there was given unto 
him a great tword. 


5 And when he 


’ had opened the third 


feal, 1 heard the third 
beaft fay, Come, and 
fee. Andel beheld, 


_and lo, a black horfe; 


and he that fat on 
him had a pair of 
balances in his hand. 


* 


6 And I heard a 
voice in the midft of 


‘the four beafts fay, 


A meafure of wheat 
for a penny, and 
three meafuresof bar- 
ley for a penny; and 
fee thou hurt not the 
oil and the wine. 


_ fhew, that God in judgment remembers mercy. 


Ail 


feemied to betoken fome great flaughter and de- Sec.” 


folation to be made by approaching wars; for he 


9. 


[was] red; and it was given to him who fat Rev. 
upon it, to take peace from the earth; and that Via 


they foould flay each other. And, as a further to- 
ken of this, there was given to hima great fword 
or faulchion, in his hand, by which he might 
make terrible devaftation. 

And when he opened the third feal, I heard the 
third living creature faying, as the two former 
had done, Come, and fee. And I faw, and be- 
hold, there appeared a black horfe, which might 
betoken an approaching famine, by the emble- 
matical and memorable circumt{tances which at- 
tended his entrance on the fcene; for, he that 
fat upon him, had a pair of feales in his hand, to 
imply, that men fhould eat their bread. by 
weight, and drink their water by meafure. 
And I heard a great votce in the midft of the four 
living creatures, faying, A meafure of wheat, 
which fhall only be daily food for one man, 
fhall now be fold for a denarius, or Roman pen- 
ny, which is the price of his daily labour; and 
three meafures of barley only thall be fold for a 
denarius, or Roman penny *. And yet, that 
there may not be. a total fearcity, /ee that thou 
who appeareft as the executioner of this judg- 
ment, injure not the oil, nor the wine f; let the 
olive-trees, and the vines, remain unblafted, to 


And 


NO) Teck 8; 
Laertius, and Athenzus, (Yee Grotius ix 


of fome of the feals, efpecially the feventh. 
—The ingenious author above-mentioned, 


interprets this /ea/, of the judgments of 


God upon the Fewifh perfecutors, under 
‘Trajan and Hadrian, A. D. roo. to A. 
D. 138. when the Jews had 1000 cities 
and fortrefles taken and deftroyed, and 
580,000 men flain. G 
& A meafure of wheat fora penny.) This 
may feém, to an Englifh reader, a de- 
feription of great plenty; but, it certain- 
ly intends the contraty, as I have intima- 
ted in the paraphrafe. The penny was a- 
bout feven pence halfpenny of our money; 
and it appears from Tacitus, as well as 
from Mat. xx.2. (See Fam. Expof. in loc.) 
to have been the daily wages of a labourer. 
It alfo appears from other ancient writers, 
particularly Herodotus, (fee Raphelius in 
loc.) and from Hippocrates, Diogenes, 
Vou. VI. z 


3 E 


Joc.) that this meafure, or chenix, was no 
more than was allowed to a flave for ‘his 
daily food., What would become of faini- 
lies, when a man could gain by his labour 
no more, and that only of bread, than 
might fuffice for his own fubfiftence ?—~ 
Mr Lowman interprets this third feal of 
the fearcity, in the time of the Antonines, 
from A. D. 138. to. A. D. 193. and pro- 
duces paflages from Tertullian, and the 
Roman hiftorians, concerning the cala- 
mity the empire endured by fcarcity in 
this period. 

£ See that thou injure not, &c.] The 
introdution of fo many allegorical per- 
fons, as famine, and death, and the ftate 
of feparate {pirits in this vifion, confirms 
what was faid above, in ote 4, as to the 
nature of the things that appeared. 
& Fourth 


6 


4t2 

SECT. 
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On opening the fourth feal, a pale horfé: 


And when he opened the fourth feal, I heard 
the voice of the fourth living creature faying to 
me, Come, and fee a further difcovery of the Di- 
vine will. And I faw, and behold a pale horfe 
appeared; and as for him that fat on him, his 
name was called Death. He appeared like a per- 


fon entirely emaciated, and hell followed him; 


9 


TO 


BEE 


he feemed to be attended with a perfon, who 
was a proper emblematical reprefentation of the 
ftate of feparate fpirits; and there was given un- 
to him power to flay a great number, as it were, 
the fourth part of the earth, with the fword, 
and with famine, and with petitilence, that moft 


dreadful kind of death; and with the wild beafts 


of the field®. 
And when he opened the fifth feal, a very me- 
morable {cene reprefented itfelf to me; for then 
I faw under the altar, which made a part of the 
view before me, a vilible reprefentation of the 
fouls of thofe who were flaughtered on account of 
the word of God, and the teftimony to the truth 
of the gofpel, which they courageoully retained, 
in the midift of all oppofition. And they cried 
with a loud voice, as making an appeal to the 
injured juftice of the Divine Being ; and /aid, 
How long, O thou fupreme and fovereign Lord 
of the univerfe, who art ever armed with al- 
mighty power and terror againft all thine im- 
placable enemies: how long, O thou oly and 
true God, fhall it be, ere thou doft judge and 
avenge our blood upon thofe who dwell upon the 
earth », who have, without remorfe, poured it 
out as water. And, upon this, they appear- 
ed to be,scalled up from the place where the 
lay as fo many bleeding victims ; and there were 
given unto each of them white robes , in token of 


the 
N OOMT aE Re: 


» And when he 
had opened the fourth °° 
feal, I heard the voice 
of the fourth beaft 
fay, Come; and fee, 

8 And-I looked, 
and behold, a pale 
horfe : and his name 
that fat on him was 
Death, and hell fol- 
lowed with him. And. 
power was given un- 
to them, over the 
fourth part of the 
earth, to kill with 
{word, and with hun- 
ger, and with death, 
and with the beafts 
of the earth. 


9 And when he 
had opened the fifth 
feal, I faw under the 
altar the fouls of 
them that were flain 
for the word of God, 
and for the teftimo- 
ny which they held: 


ro And they cried 
with a loud voice, 
faying, How long, 
O Lord, holy and 
true, doft thou not 
judge and avenge our 
blood on them that 
dwell on the earth ? 


rx And white robes 
were given unto every 
one of them; and it 
was, 


8 Fourth feal.| Mr Lowman interprets 
‘this of the feal of the peftilence, and o- 
ther calamities, in the reigns of Maximin 
and Valerian, from A. D. 193. to A. D. 
270. ‘This he fupports by proper authori- 
ties from feveral Chriftian and heathen wri- 
ters in that period, who particularly men- 


tion one peitilence, that lafted fifteen years.’ 


h Ere thou dof? avenge our blood.| We 
are not to underftand this as the language 
of perfonal revenge, but of zeal fer the 
honour of God, which was fo intimately 
concerned in the punifhment to be inflict- 


\ 


ed upon thofe blood - thirfty perfecutors. 
i White robes.| Mr Fleming underftands 
this, as an intimation of their preferment 
to fome new poft of honour and fervice. 
But, I fitppofe,. this was only a repre- 
fentation, that though their blood did ery 
for vengeance in the ears of God, yet that 
vengeance fhould be delayed ; neverthelefs, 
that, in the mean time, they fhould be 
exalted to a glorious ftate. The argument ' 
he draws from this paflage, in proof of 
a firft refurrettion, feems too precarious 
to be repeated. Fem. jirft Ref. p. 46, 47- 
; k The 


% 


, 


On opening the fixth feal, a great earthquake, &c. 413 
was faid unto them, the triumph they had gained over death, and all Sec. 
~ that they fhould reft ae KOEKEIS« id _ 2 aes ee 

yet for a little feafon, 3 and it was faid to them, that they 
wntil their fellow- /bould reft yet a little while, though their blood Rev. 
and 


fervants alfo, 
their brethren that 
fhould be killed as 


- they were, fhould be 


fulfilled. 


12 And I beheld 
when he had opened 
the fixth feal, and 
lo, there was a great 
earthquake; and the 
fun became black as 
fackcloth of hair, and 
the moon became as 
blood; 

13 And the ftars 
of heayen fell unto 
the earth, even as a 
fig-tree cafteth her 
untimely figs when 
fhe is thaken of a 
mighty wind; 

14 And the heaven 
departed as a {croll 
when it is rolled to- 
gether; and every 
mountain and ifland 
were moved out of 
their places: 

15 And the kings 
of theearth, and the 
great men, and the 
rich men, “and the 
chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and 

every 


+ 


remained unavenged, till the number of their fel- VE 31. 
low-fervants, and brethren, who fbould be killed, 


as they (had been,] for the teftimony of a good 
cconfcience, and the defence of the  goipel, 
Should be fulfilled *, according to the intention 
of Divine Providence, in letting their perfecu- 
tors go on a while, till they had filled up the 
meature of their iniquity }. 

And I faw when he opened the fixth feal, and 
behold there was immediately a great earthquake 3 
and not earth alone, but heaven; was effected 
with great confternation; for the fun became 
black as fackcloth of hair, and the moon became 
red-as blood: And it feemed as if the flars 
jell from heaven upon the earth; numbers of 
them at once, as faft as when a fig-tree drop- 
peth its untimely figs, being fhaken by the force of 
a mighty wind. And the heavens paffed away, 
the clouds. rolling one upon another, like a vo- 
lume of a book when it is rolled up; and every 
mountain on earth, and every i/land in the fea, 
were moved out of their places; to great and ge- 
neral was the fhock, to reprefent the calamities 
approaching in thofe terrible wars, which were 
to precede the revolutions to which this feal re- 
ferred)-™ And all the inhabitants of the 
world were thrown into an univerfal terror; fo 
that the kings of the earth, and the grandees 
about their courts, and the rich men, and the 
chief officers of armies, who commanded their 
thoufands, and the powerful men, who bore the 
greateft fway- in the public counfels, or were 
armed with the moft warlike prowefs; and eve- 

on ry 
N 2.0m. Dee es: 6 


furious of all; and fo many Chriftians 


k The number of their brethren who 
fhould be killed, &c.} Nothing could tend 
more to encourage Chriftians to endure 
their fufferings with fteady patience, than 
this, that it was appointed of God, that 
a certain number of martyrs fhould be put 
to death, and that the feafon of their 
triumph was to fucceed. 

1 Fifth feal.| “Mr Lowman interprets 
this feal, of the fevere perfection under 
Dioclefian, from A. D. 270. to A. D. 
304. which was the moft extenfive and 


3 Bez 


fuffered death, that rhe heathens boafted, 
in an ancient infcription, that they had 
effaced the name and fuperftition of the 
Chriftians, 

m Earthquake, — fun becoming black,— 
ftars falling, &c.] Awful judgments 
and calamities are often deferibed by fuch 
commotions and alterations in the na- 
tural world. Compare Tfa. xiii. 10. 
XXXIV. 4. Ezek, xxxii. 7, Joel ii, ro. and 
the like. 
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_ And all men are thrown into confternation. 
ry flave, and every free-man, fled as in furprife, pak pss bay = 
and hid them/elves as faft as they could, even i” themfelves in the 
the moft gloomy caves, and among the rocks of dens, and in the 
the mountains, horrid as this retreat appeared. ae of “the -moun= 
And not thinking themfelves fufficiently fecure ~ 16 And faid to 
there, they faid, in wild aftonifhment and af- the mountains and 
fright, to the mountains, and ta the rocks, Fall Loe de te 
upan us, and hide us from the face of him who face of him that fit- 
fitteth upon the throne, the almighty and terri- teth on the sea 
ble God, and from the wrath ofthe Lamb; For eee Bene te 
the great day of his wrath is come; and mild — yy For the great 
and gentle as he once appeared, we find it in- day of his mis 
fupportably dreadful; and who can be able to peri i. ephapas . 
fiand againft it? Thus it appeared that they — 
would have thought the crufh of a mountain leds 
terrible, than the vengeance they expected; and 
had more hope of moving inanimate nature by 
their outcries, than of prevailing upon their 
righteous and inexorable Judge ®. 


‘ 


Lo OR RIOT. EMCEE OO 


i Bi whatever event thefe /ea/s may refer, it is certain, that the 

reprefentations here made, are very awful, and very inftruc- 
tive. Let us confider ourfelves as invited to come up and fee, and 
let us obferve the memorabie fpe€tacle with attention. Let the 
view of the white horfe, and his rider, who went forth conquering 
and to conquer, \ead us to reflect on the peaceful purpofes of our 
blefled Saviour’s appearance, and the rapidity of his conquefts ; 


and engage us frequently to pray for the further profperity of his 


3.4)5 


kingdom, that kingdom of righteoufnefs, love, and happinefs. 
When we think of the terrible effects of war, of famine, and of 
peftilence, reprefented by the three following horfes, and their ri- 
ders here mentioned, let it excite our thankfulnefs, that not one 
of this dreadful triumvirate is fent forth againft us, though our 


Na- 
NO" Toe E. 


D Day of his wrath is come.] As it ap- 
pears, by comparing one part of this 
book with another, that the laft /eal made 
way for, and introduced the. trumpets ; 
and the laft trumpet, the vials; it is juft- 
ly argued, that there is a reference toa 
Series of events, fucceffively following 
each others and confequently, this paflage 
cannot refer to the final judgmeni ; but 
to fome great and fpreading calamity, in 
which the hand of Chrift {hould appear. 
And this interpretation is illuftrated and 
confirmed, by the manner in which the 
deftruction of Jerufalem is foretold. Mat. 
gxiv, Compare Ifa. ii. 19. xiii, 6. Hof, 


x. 8. Zeph. i, r4.. Luke xxiii. 30.—-Mr 
Lowman interprets the 6 /ea/, of the 
great commotions in the empire, from 
Maximinian to Conitantine the Great, 
who put an end to the perfecution of 
heathen Rome; from A. D. 304. to 
A. D. 323. during which time, there 
were many bloody battles between the 
contending emperors, till Conftantine a- 
bolithed pagani/m, and eftablifhed the 
Chriftian religion. ‘This interpretation he 
confirms by appofité-paffages from Laétan- 
tius, and the heathen hae na itap- 
pears the moft probable. 


* 


| Reflections on the opening of the feals. 
national crimes have indeed deferved, that they fhould invade us § 
with united terrors; that peace fhould be taken from our land 
that our dread and water fhould be received by weight and mea- 
fure, and that the dead fhould lie unburied in our ftreets, the 
food of the fowls of heaven, and the beafts of the earth: nor can 
any thing more juftly excite our gratitude and thankfulnefs, than 


415 
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2 roewnd 


that the terrors and the guilt of /anguinary perfecution, are not to Ver. 9 


be found in the midft of us. The hiftory of its horrors and rava- 
ges in other nations and ages, may fometimes be an exercife of 
our faith ; and we may be ready to cry out with the fouls under 
the altar, How long, Q Lord, holy and true, wilt thou not avenge 
the blood of thy faints upon the earth. But let us wait with pa- 
tience; let us not form a hafty and inconfiderate judgment. Uhe 
dead, who die in the Lord, and thofe who had been perfecuted to 
death for his fake, and in his caufe, are incomparably more hap- 
py, than thofe who are the happieft among the living, The white « 
robes, and golden crowns, with which they are adorned, are an 
abundant compenfation, not only for every /ighter fuffering, but 
even for the flow fire, and the rack, thofe moft dreadful inftru- 
ments of torture. And though their malicious and implacable 
enemies may bitterly infult over them for a while, yet the tri- 
umphing of the wicked is for a foort time, their guilty fpirits will 
foon be fummoned before the great Avenger of blood; and the 
day is coming when they fhalt be publicly brought forth, to fufter 
the utmoft demands of his juftice; even that day, when all the 
figurative defcriptions here ufed fhall be fully anfwered, in their 
literal meaning; when the fun fball indeed be turned into dark- 


ne/s, and the moon into blood ; when the volume of heaven fhall be +3, 14 


rolled up as a fcroll, and its ftars fhall fall from their orbs. It is 
no wonder, that ungodly finners fly from this alarming and tre- 
mendous fcene, with wild coniternation and confufion; no won- 
der, that they rend the very heavens with their cries, and call 
upon the mountains to fall upon them,'and the rocks to cover them: 


15,16, 


for O! what were the fudden and irrefiftible crufh of a rock, or a 17 


mountain, when compared with the weight of the wrath of the 
Lamb, and with the fire and brimffone of this fecond death. O} 
that by the expectation of this awful day, men of all ranks and 
conditions, may be influenced to make their application to him, 
while he yet appears in the difplays of his grace and mercy; to 
hifs the Son, left he be angry, and they perifb from the way, even 
when his wrath is anly beginning to be kindled, (Pfalm ii. 12.) 
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3 fea; 


A 


The vifion of four angels reftraining the winds. 


pe Ee de Mrs, 


The increaf of the Chriftian church, which was to fucceed the open- 
ing of the feals, is reprefented by the vifion of twelve thoufand 
fealed out of each tribe of Ifrael; and then follows a view of 
the glory and happine/s of thofe who Should courageoufly endure 
perfecution while it continued. WRev. VIL. throughout. 


\ ReEvELATION VII. 1. 

ND after thefe things, it pleafed God to 

give-me a reprefentation of the increafe 
which his church fhould receive, after the com- 


x. motions which had been fhadowed out by thofe 


vifions which were introduced by the opening 
the feals. Accordingly, //aw four angels ftand- 


‘ing at the four corners of the earth; that is, the 


north, the fouth, the eaft, and the weft; and 
they appeared as holding the four cardinal winds 
of the earth in their hands, that the wind might 
not blow upon the earth, nor upon the fea, nor 
upon any tree ; but that there might be the moft 


entire and complete calm, to reprefent the peace- 


ful ftate of things, which fhould fucceed the tu- 


Rev. VIL. r. 

AND after - thefe 

things, I faw 
four angels ftanding 
on the four corners 
of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind 
fhould not blow on 
the earth, nor on the 
fea, nor on any tree, 


NB 


multuous and diftreffing revolutions which had . 


been intimated to me above. (Compare Jer. 
Sim. 30,37.) And I faw, another angel af- 
cending from the rifing of the fun, to intimate 
the progrefs the gofpel fhould make from the 
eaft to the welt; faving in his hand the feal of 
the living God, in order to imprefs a mark upon 
thofe whom he was gracioufly determined to 


diftingaith as his own property, and who fhould 


be inclined to dedicate themfelves to his fervice. 
And.he cried with a great voice to the four an- 
gels, to whom power was,given over the winds, 
at prefent to reftrain them, but afterwards to 
loofe them with great violence, and by theis to 
injure, in a terrible manner, the earth, and the 
Saying, Ingure not,’ by the mifhve ven- 
geance committed to you, the carth, nor the fea, 
nor the trees, until we have fealed the fervants 
of our God in their foreheads ; that, diftinguith- 
ing them by that feal, you may know how to 
. moderate the force of the ftorm, where their fafe- 
tyand comfort is concerned. dnd ithen heard 

the 


2 And I faw ano- 
ther angel afvending 
from Hie eaft, having 
the feal of she living 
God: and he cried 
with a loud voice to 
the four _angels, to 
whom it was given 
to hurt the earth and 
the fea, 


3 Saying, Hurt 
not the earth, neither 
‘the fea, nor the trees, 
till we have sealed the 
fervants of our God 
in their foreheads. 


4 And I heard the 
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~ The vifion of the Jfervants of God fealed. 


‘number of them, ¢he numbe 
which were fealed : oe 
and there were fealed 


of thofe that were fealed, in all, one 
hundred and forty-four thoufand, who were feal- 


an hundred and forty ed in.an equal number, out of every tribe of the 


and four thoufand, ¢hi/dren of Irael. 


of all the tribes -of 
the children of Ifrael. 


§ Of the tribe of dah*, as the moft noble and glorious, diftin- 


Judah were fealed 
twelve thoufand. Of 
the tribe of Reuben 


guifhed by its regal dignity, and its peculiar re- 
lation to Chrift according to the flefth, [were] 


were fealed twelve fealed twelve thoufand. And of the tribe of Reu- 


thoufand. Of the 
tribe of Gad were 
fealed twelve thou- 
fand. 


ben, though that were fo much degraded by Ja- 
cob, and comparatively fo fmall, when the peo- 
ple were numbered in the wildernefs, [were] 
fealed twelve thoufend too. 


Of the tribe of 


Gad, whofe territories in Canaan lay contigu- 
ous to thofe of Reuben on the other fide Jordan, 


' 6 Of the tribe of 
Afer were fealed 
twelve thoufand. Of 
the tribe of Nephtha- 
lim were fealed twelve 
thoufand. Of the 
tribe of Manafles 
were fealed twelve 
thoufand. 


[were] alfo fealed twelve thoufand. 
from thence, the angel appeared to pafs over to 
the north-weft boundary of the land, and to the 
fhore of the Mediterranean fea, which was the 
lot of the tribe of Afber, of which there [were] 
alfo fealed twelve thoufand. And of the neigh- 
bouring tribe of Naphtali, whofe inheritance 


And, 


lay eaft of the former, [were] fealed twelve thou- 
fand. And of the tribe of Manaffeh, whofe land 
lay next to the eaft of Naphtali [were] /ealed. 
the fame number, that is, twelve thoufand. 


» OF the tribe of 
Simeon were fealed 
twelve thoufand. Of 
the tribe of Levi were 
fealed twelve thou- 
fand. Of thie tribe 
of Iflachar were feal- 


ed twelve thoufand. though his pofterity were icattered among the 
other tribes, and had no land that was properly 

their inheritance,. [were] fealed twelve thoufand 

likewife. And of the tribe of Iffachar, to which 

the angel'then pafled, [were] fealed twelve thou- 


‘ 


fands 


0 pila © ses Dh a 


a Of the tribe of Fudab, &c.}, I freely 


_acknowledge, that it is very difficult to- 


me to aflign the reafon of that order in 
which the tribes are placed, or the reafon, 
why one of the tribes is omitted; the lat- 
ter of which appears much more import- 
ant than the former. However this is 
plain, that when Levi was mentioned for 
one tribe, it was neceflary, that, fince 
‘twelve only were to be mentioned, one 
fhould be omitted. Some indeed have 
imagined, that Dan was omitted, to ex- 


prefs how deteftable idolatray is in the 
fight of God; as the tribe of Dan was 
the firft that fellinto idolatry after their 
fettlement in Canaan. Compare Judges 
xvili. 30, 31. Dr Hammond affigns ano- 
ther reafon, namely, that long before that 
time, the tribe of Dan was deftroyed, or 
brought very low, ‘fay the Jews; and in- 


‘deed it is not numbered among the reft 


of the tribes, 1 Chron. ii. and following 
chapters,» See Ham .in loc. 


b Mal- 


! And I heard them men- - 
tioned in the following order; of the tribe of Fu- * 


Avy 
Secrs 
ic. 


Lewd 


6 


And of the tribe of Simeon, though it had its in- 7 
heritance taken out of that of Judah, and fo 
might feem lefs confiderable, there [were] /eal- 
ed as many as of the former, even twelve thou- 
fand. And of the tribe of his brother Levi, 


418 » After which event, the fainis afcribe praife to God 
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10. 


‘Raw alfo fealed twelve thoufand. And of the tribe of 


VII. 8. 


Io 


fand. And of the tribe of Zebulun, which lay 
contiguous to that of Iflachar to the north, [were] 


Ephraim, the other fon of Fofeph, and by far 
the moit confiderable of his defcendants, [were] 
fealed twelve thoufand too, he not being in that 
refpect at all diftinguifhed from Manaffeh his 
brother. And to conclude, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, Jacob’s youngeft fon, [were] /fealed 
twelve thoufand. And thus, upon the whole, 
the number of one hundred and forty-four thou- 
fand was completed. Nor did I prefume to in- 
quire why Dan was not introduced among his 
brethren, on this occafion. Thus did God 
reprefent to me, the extraordinary growth of the 
Chriftian church, which feemed to be matter of 
inexpreflible joy to the inhabitants of the hea- 
venly world. For after this, I faw, and bebeld 
a great multitude, who made a thronged afflem- 
bly, which no one could number », and appeared 
to have come out of every nation, and tribe, and 
people, and language ; the bleffed fruit of preach- 
ing the gofpel over all the world ; and they then 
appeared to me, as flanding before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, cloathed in long white robes, 
and having branches of palms in their hands, to 
fignify the victory they fhould gain over all their 
enemies, and the ftate of holinefs and joy to 
which they fhould be finally conducted, notwith- 
ftanding all the formidable oppofition through 
which they fhould be called to pafs.. 
heard them crying with aloud voice, in token 
of the intenfenefs of their devotion, and /aying, 
Let all the glory of this great /a/vation which we 
have obtained, be afcribed to our God who /its 
upon the throne, and from thence has gracioufly 
regarded us, and exalted us to fuch dignity and 
hap- 
' NWO ia Bs 

b Multitude whom no one could number, 
&c.] Some have fuppofed, that the hun 
dred and forty-four thoufand were Jews, 
and that thefe were the Gentile-church. 
But it appears to me, that the fealing thefe 
thoufands, exprefles the progrefs of the 
gofpel under Conftantine; and that the 
innumerable multitude here {poken of, were 
the /purtis of good men departed out of this 
world, and now with God in glory : and 
elpecially thofe who had weathered the 


And 1 


8 Of the tribe of 
Zabulon were fealed 
twelve thonfand. Of 
the tribe of Jofeph 
were fealed twelve 
thoufand. Of the 
tribe of Benjamin 
were fealed twelve 
thoufand. 


9 After this I bes 
held, and lo; a great 
multitude which no 
man could number; 
of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, ftood 
before the throne, 
aud before the Lamb, 
clothed with white 
robes, and palms im 
their hands; 


ro And cried with 

a loud voice, faying, 
Salvation to cur God 
which fitteth upon 
Te "the 


’ 


difficulties and perfecutions, during the 
firft centuries of Chriftianity, when the 
civil power was generally ative againtt it; 
and when, I think it highly probable, 
that many perfecutions might have raged 
in various parts of the world, whofe hifto- 
ries are not come down to us. 
haps the Aolding the winds, which is men- 
tioned yer. 1. may denote the peace in’ 
Gonfantine’s time. 


And per~ 


€ Made 


éven 
the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 


tr And all the an- 


gels ftood round a- ' 


bout the throne, and 
about the elders, and 
the four beafts, and 
fell before the throne 
on their faces, and 
worlhipped God, 


12 Saying, Amen ; 


Blefling, and glory, 
and wifdom, and 
thankigiving , and 
honour, and’ power, 
and might, be unto 
our God for ever and 
ever. Amen, 


13 And one of the 
elders anfwered, fay- 
ing unto me, What 
are thefe which are 
arrayed in white 
robes; and whence 
came they ? 

14 And J faid un- 
to him, Sir, thou 
knoweft.. And he 
faid to me, Thefe are 
they which came out 
of great tribulation, 
and have wathed their 
tobes, and made 
them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 


poe 
ca 


they who came out of great tribulation: 

happinefs, mean and miferable as we once were; 
and let it be alfo afcribed to the grace and blood 
of the Lamb, who gave himfelf to be flain for 
our redemption. And allthe angels fiood round 
about the throneyand encompailed alfo, at the 
fame time, the twenty-four elders, and the four 
living creatures, and, in token of the humbleft 
reverence, they fell down on their faces before 
the throne, and worfbipped God, Saying, A- 
men’: thus let it be, let:the blefing, and the glo- 
ry, and the wifdom, and the thankfgiving, and 
the honour, and the power, and the ftrength, [be] 
afcribed to our God for ever and ever, amen: 
may all creatures for ever blefs, and give thanks 
to him, as originally and effentially poffefled of 
fupreme glory, complete wifdom, of irrefiftible 
and almighty power, and therefore worthy of 
all honour; though exalted above all praife. We 
acknowledge him to be fo, we rejoice that he 
is fo, and with that univerfal nature may join 
with us in fo reafonable, and fo delightful a ho- 
mage; and pronounce the folemnamen. And 
one of the elders anfwered, faying to me, As for 
thofe who are cloathed with white raiment, and 
make fuch a fplendid appearance, who are they, 
and whence do they come ? And 1, fappofing 
by his queftion that he afked in order to qnick- 
en my attention to what he had to tell me 
concerning them, faid to him, Sir, 1 conclude 
thou knoweft, though Ido not. And he faid to 
me, It is true; and I would have thee obferve, 
for thine own encouragement, and that of thy 
brethren, and thofe who may arife after thee, 
that the/e are they who are come out of much tri- 
bulaticn, which they have endured in the caufe 


‘of true religion; and they have wafhed their 


robes, and made them fo white as you fee them, 
in the blood of the Lamb ©: they owe all their 
exaltation and glory, not to the blood they have 
: them - 

Ne OTE. 


© Made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.) Jt looks too much like an obfti- 
nate refolution, by no means to acknow- 
ledge the efficacy of Chrift’s blood to our 
falvation, for any to maintain, that the 


blood of the Lamb here fignifies blood fhed 


Tor his fake, when it is faid in words fo 
much refembjing thefe, chap. i. 5. who 
Voie Vle. hi I Dhan 


Ioved us, and wafbed us from our fins, in 
his own blood. And chap, v. 9. thou wat 
flain, and haft redeemed us to God ly. iny 
blood. The text produced to palliate the 
other forced and unnatural interpretation, 
when confualted, will appear little to the 


purpofe. . They dre chiefly Col. i. 24. and 
Heb. xi. 26. 
R 
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themfelves offered, but to that moft precious 
blood of his, which he permitted to be fhed for 
their fakes. Therefore, being thus redeemed 
to God by him, and having been enabled to 
approve their fidelity to theimddrvine Mafter, in 
the midft of the greateft extremities, they now 
receive a rich equivalent for all they have fuffer- 
ed; for they are before the throne of God, and 
they perform Divine fervice to him day and night 
in his temple ; and he who fitteth upon the throne, 
pitches his tabernacle, as it were, upon them, 
and difplays the tokens of his prefence all a- 
round them. They /ball hunger no more, nei- 
ther fhall they thirft any more, for ever; nor 


fall the {corching rays of the fun fall upon them, 


17 


Ay-7-8 


TO 


nor any other-inconvenient and difagreeable heat ; 
For the Lamb, who is in the midft of the throney. 
foall himfelf, as it were, own the relation of a 
Shepherd to them, and take care to feed them, 
and he fhall lead them to fountains of living wa-~ 
ter; and that God whom they have faithfully 
ferved, and whofe intereft has-been fo dear ta 
them, /ball at, as it were, the part of an in- 


dulgent Father, and tenderly wipe away every 


tear from their eyes; comforting them with the 
moft reviving confolations, after all the calami- 
ties and diftrefles he has permitted them to en- 
dure below. 


1g Therefore aré 
they before thethrone 
of God, and ferve 
him day and night in 
his temple: and he 
that fatteth on the 
throne fhall dwell a- 
mong them. 


7 


16 They fhall hun- 


thirft any more; nei- 
ther fhalf the fun: 
light on them, nor 
any heat? 

17 For the Lamb 
which isin the midft 
of the throne, fhal¥ 
feed them, and hall 


lead them unto living ° 


fountains of waters. 
and God. fhall wipe 


away all tears from: 


their eyes. 


POM <P Ro One BO MOR ONT. 


J OW inexpreflibly happy are the thoufands of thofe who are. 


-* fealed, thofe whom God has marked out for his own, and im 


that character, has taken them under his fpecial prote€tion. 
Whatever ftorms and tempefts may arife, they are in no danger 
of being forfaken; they thall be preferved inviolably fafe, and 
their happinefs.is fecure. ‘They fhall be brought at length to join. 
with the innumerable multitude, who furround the throne, and 
afcribe, as all J/rae/ mutt do, falvation to God who fitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb. 
were come out of Sion, that their praifes might found fweeter here 
on earth, and that myriads of new voices might unite in the har- 
monious concert. Thofe fongs of heaven let us begin below, and 


and fay, dmen; bleffing, and glory, and wifdom, and thank/giving,. © 


and honour, and power, and might, be to our God for ever and 
ever: amen! \f, through his gtace, we can call him our God, 
how cordially fhould we join in this fublime afcription! , 


tee 


And Of that the falvation of Ifrael 


ger no'more, neither’ ~ 


The vifion of the feven angels with trumpets: 
In the mean time, we may fee the church in affiftion; we 


may feela Jarge fhare-of perfonal, or public tribulation; but, . 


when it prefles hardeft upon us, let us lift up our eyes to that 
glorious fcene which the apoffle beheld, and which was fo excel- 
jent and fublime, that it might well.tranfport him, even under 
the tribulations through which he was then making his way to 
it. Let us perfevere, fteadily and faithfully, as they did; and 
the day will come, when our robes fhall be as white, and our 
crowns as radiant, and our palms as verdant as theirs. Let us 
then bear with patience, unger and thirft, heat and wearinefs, 
while we travail through this vale of tears; rejcicing in hope of 
the everlaiting refrefhment and pleafure to which the Lamb wifi 
lead us; even thofe fountains of living water, of which he will 
give usto drink, when God has wiped away all tears from our 
eyes, and placed. us. before his throne, where we fhall /erve him 
day and night in his temple, and fee his face, and dwell with him, 


and have him for ever dweil with us, and in us. Amen. 
4 
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On the opening the feventh feal, the feven angels appear with their 


trumpets, and the four firftof them found. Tev. VIII. through- 
out. 


ReveELATION VIII. 1. 
Hus I have given an account of the man- 


“Rev. VOL +. 


ND when-he had 
opened the fe- 
venth feal, there was 
Silence in heaven a- 
bout the {pace of half 
aa hour. 


ing fix of the feals, and of the effe¢ts produced 
by them: and I am now to add, that when he 
had opened the feventh feal, there was a profound 
filence in heaven* for about the {pace of half an 
“hour, to awaken, by that means, a more earneft 
attention to the extraordinary things that were 
to appear in confequence of the opening that 


ner in which the Lamb proceeded in open-- 


2 And Ifaw'the eal.» And I faw the feven angels ® which 1 
i : had ' 


feyen 


Nie @) glee aes 


a Silence in heaven.) Some are of opi- 
nion, here is an allufion to the /ileuce 
which ufed fometimes to be kept in the 
worthip of God in the zemple, while the 
people were praying, Luke i. ro.—I 
think, with Mr Lowman, that the 
feventh feal was only introductory to the 
trumpets, and the fevenib trampet to the 
vials. 

b The feven angels which ftood, &c. } 
The manner in which this is exprefled in 
the Greek, T8S WDYYVEABS—Ol ESNKATL, is 


gay 


very emphatical. It feems to fignify the 
feven angels, whohad before been menti- 
oned as ffanding before the throne ; and 
this form of {peaking fo plainly refers to 
what had been faid before, that it does a 
great deal towards proving, that the feven 
Spirits of God, mentioned chap. v. 6. 
as the eyes and horns of the Lamb, are the 
fame with thefe angels mentioned in 
the nofe on Rev. iv. sg. though, as L 
have there ifitimated, it is not abfolutely 
certain. , 
2 *c Wilh 


421 


Secr. 
Io. 


Ver. 
Tq, 13 


16 


” 
I? 


co) 


5 


Nn 


» 


And of an angel before the altar, with a golden cenjer ; 

feven angels which 
{tood before Gods 
-and to them were gi- 
ven feyen trumpets. 


oe 2 
. - had before mentioned, and which then flood be- 
Uh fork the throne of God; and feven trumpets were 
a given ta them, that-they might each of them 
Villa. fucceflivély found an alarm; which Lunderftood | 


to be the fymbol of fome very important and awa- 
kening events, which were, in order of tume, to 
fucceed thofe which had been expreficd by the 


3 feals. 


And while they were preparing to ex- 
ecute the orders they had received, another an- 
gel, whom I underftood as a typical reprefenta- 
tion of the great High Prieft of the church, 
came and fiood before “the altar which I faw in 
this celeftial temple, having a golden cenfer, and 
there was given to him much fragrant incenfe, 


3 And another an-= 
gel came and {tood at 
the altar, having a 
golden cenfer; and 
there was given unto 
him much _ incenfe, 
that he fhould offer 
it with. the prayers of 
all faints upon the 


confifting of a variety of excellent perfumes golden altar, which 


mingled together, that be might prefent [it] 


was beforethe throne. 


with the prayers of all the faints, upon the golden 


altar which was before the throne 


©; juit as the 


jJewith high prieft ufed to burn incenfe on the 
golden altar in the temple, while the people \ 
were praying'in the courts of it, at the hour of 


4 morning and evening facrifice. 


of the perfumes went up in a thick and edorife- 
together with the prayers of the 

faints, from the hand of the angel as he ftood be- 
and {deemed thereby emblematically 


rous cloud, 


fore God; 


And the fmoke 4, And the fmoke 


of the incenfe which, 
came with the prayers 
of the faints, afcend- 
ed up before God out 
of the angel’s hand. 


to fignify, how grateful to the Divine Being 


thofe prayers were, which proceeded from holy 


N Oo 
© With the prayers of all the faints. | 
Some have thought, that this is a plain 
intimation of the doctrine of the interceffion 
of the angels, which is urged to have been 
an erroneous Jewifh notion ; and thofe 
who imagine it to be taught here, have 
made it an argument againtt the in/pira- 
tion of this book. But i rather agree with 
thofe interpreters, who confider this angel 
as anemblem of Chrift. If we were in- 
deed to confider Chrift as appeating in 
the fhape of a /amb, this would bea dif 
culty 3 but it does not-a appear at’all a 
furdto me, that while the efficacy of Chri?’ s 
atonement was repretented by a lamb flain, 
his iterceffion, consequent upon it, fhould 
_ be reprefented by an angel offering the in- 
cevfe; which feems only a fymbolical, or 
hieroglyphical, declaration of this truth, 
that the prayers of the faints on earth, are 
rendered acceptable to God by the inter- 
ceffion.of one in heaven, who appears as 
a pricit berore God; juft as the vifion of 


hearts, 

ef RDS 

the lamb reprefent to us, that a Perfon 
of perfect innocence, and of a moft gentle 
and amiable difpofition, eminentlyadorned 
and enriched with the Spirit of God, has 
been offered as a facrifice ; and is) in con- 
fequence of that, highly honoured on the 
throne ef God. But who this important 
Victim, and tliis Interceffor is, we are to 
learn elfewhere; and we do learn, that 
both thefe offices met in one, and that 
this illuftrioys Perfon is Fefus, the Son of 
God.—As the go/den_allar made a part 
of the fcene, there was a propriety in its 
appearing to be ufed, and the time of 
praying was the hour of incenfe.' This vi- 
fion may probably be defigned to intimate, 
that contidering the feenes of confufion 
reprefented by the trumpets, the /ainis 
fhould be exceeding earneft with God, to 
pour out a fpirit of wifdom, piety, and 
zeal, upon the church, and preterve it 
fafe amid{t thefe confutions. 


‘ 


d With 


who caft fire upon the earth, and it thundered, &c. 423 


hearts, being recommended by the interceflion Secv. 
of that great High Prieft, whom this. glorious Cue 
angel had the honour, upon this occafion, to re- Rey. 

prefent; as Aaron and his fons did in the Jew- Vil. 4, 


s And the angel ifh tabernacle of sold. And when the angel 5 


took the cenfer, and had 
filled it with fire of 
the altar, and caft it § 


performed this office, in order to fhew the 
awful manner in which God would avenge the 


into the earth; and injury which his praying people upon earth re- 
there were voices, and ceived from its tyrannical and oppreflive powers, 


thunderings, ‘and 
lightenings, and an 
earthquake. 


he took the cenfer, and advancing towards the 
brazen altar of burnt-offerings, he filled it with 


fire of the altar 4, and threw it upan the earth; 
and as foon as ever this ation was performed, 
there were long and terrible voices, and thun- 
ders *, and lightnings, which feemed to break out 

from the Shechinah, the glorious token of the 
Divine prefence; and there was alfo the fudden | 
and violent fhock of an earthquake, which feem- 


6 And the feven 
angels which had the 
feven trumpets, pre- 
pared themfelyes to 
found, 


ed to fhake the foundation of the world; 
the feven angels, who had the feven trumpets, 
{tood out in order; and prepared themfelves, 
that they might found, as every one fhould re- 


And 6 


ceive the appointed fignal ; which hereupon was 


4 The firft angel 8 
founded, and there 
followed hail and fire 
mingled with blood, 
and they were caft 
upon the earth: and 

the 


iven to each in his order, 

And the firft angel founded his trumpet; and 4 
there was a violent ftorm of hail and fire, and 
the fhower was alfo mingled with blood , and it 
was caft down upon the earth, greatly to the de- 


tri- 


NRO Teh Eves. 


_d With fire of the altar.| There was no 
fire npon the golden aliar, but that which 
was in the cenfer, in which the incen/e was 
burnt; fo that we muft neceffarily, by this 
fire of the altar, underftand that of the 
brazen altar, though it is not exprefsly 
declared to be fo; and this may intimate, 
that in fome other places the fame words 
may, by comparing different circum- 
ftances, have different ideas annexed to 
them. : 

£ Voices and thunders.) If the Jatter 
word be intended to explain the farmer, 
it might be rendered, voices, even thanders. 
But, if different ideas are to be annexed to 
the words, I muft confefs, that I know 
not what they are. Yet we may imagine 
fome diftinét articulate founds different 
from thunder, to be mixed with it, like 
that which fome of thofe prefent heard, 
John xii. 29. (Compare Ifa. xxix. 6.) 
This reprefentation may be intended to 
intimate, in general, the confufion and 


calamities, with which the period, ex~- 
prefled by the fucceflive trumpets, fhould © 
be filled, and the regard God would thew , 
to his praying people during its continu- 
ance, 
f Hail and fire mingled with blood. | 
Grotius explains this, of the hardnefs of 
heart, and bloody rage of the Jews; Mr 
Mede, of the invafion of the northern 
nations upon the Romans; and Mr Clark, 
of the Arian herefy -and perfecution, 
whereby many profeflors. of Chriftianity 
were infeéted, and many deftroyed. See 
his Annotations in loc. But Mr Lowman, 
more probably, interprets it of the bloody 
wars in Conftantine’s family,— which, 
with the invafion of the neighbouring na-~ 
tions, almoft ruined the whole ftrength 
of the Roman empire, fell heavy on its 
great. men, and particularly the family of 
Conftantine, which, during this period, 
was quite extinguifhed ; from A.D. BI a 
to A. D. 379. 

& Moun 


9 fought under his banner. 


tO 


The fecond and third angel founds. 


-triment of its productions; and particularly, it 


feemed to me, that a third part of the trees were 
burnt up, and all the green grafs of the field was 
- alfo burnt and feorched wp,. (Compare Exod. 


TX 230) 


And the fecond angel founded; and it was as 
if a great mountain burning with fire ® was caft 
into the fea; and it produced fo great an altera- 
tion in the colour of the waters, that it feem- 
edas if a third part of the fea became blood, 
which I eafily apprehended to fignify the flaugh- 
ter which fhould comé upon many people by 
means of fome victorious Prince, and thofe whe 
And, as a further 
token of it, a third part of the creatures which 
had animal life in the fea died, and a third part 
of the foips were deftroyed thereby, and the per- 
fons failing:in them all perifhed. (Compare 
Jer. ty.:a53) 

And the third angel founded; and to reprefent 
fome great d leftroyer that was to appear, and be- 
come very con{ptcuous, both for the mifchief he 
fhould cecafion, and the ruin in which he fhould 
be involved, there fell from heaven a great ftar*, 
burning like a torch; and it fellupon a third part 
of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters 
to fignify ‘the influence which the Perfon re- 
prefented by it fhould have upon human affairs, 
and upon thofe things that were the fprings of 
comfort and fupport to mankind. And, in 
reference to the effect it was to produce, the 
name of ‘the ftar is called, Wormwood, and a 


third 
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third part of the trees 
was burnt up, and 
all green grafs was 
burnt up. 


8 And the fecond 
angel founded, and _ 
as it were a great 
mountain — burning 
with fire was caft into 
the fea: and the third 
part of the fea became 
blood ; 


9 And the third 
part of the creatures 
which were in the fea, 
and had life, ~died ;' 
and the third part of 
the fhips were de- 
ftroyed. 


to And the third 
angel founded, and 
there fella great ftar 
from heaven, burn- 
ing as it were a lamp, 
and it fell upon the 
third part of the ri- 
vers, and upon the 
fountains of waters, 


4 


11 And the name 
of the ftar is called 
Wormwood ; and the 

third 


8 Mountain burning.] Grotius explains 
this, of the foldiers rapine upon the peo- 
ple of Jerufalem, and firing the towers ; 
Mr Mede, of the firing of Rome; Mr 
Clark, of the fpirit of ambition and pride 
among the clergy; Mr Lowman, of the 
invafton of Ttaly by the northern nations, 
and the taking of Rome by Alaric, ge 
neral of the Goths, who plundered it 
and fet it on fire; and this calamity was 


“followed by the fpoil of the greateft part 


of Italy, from A. D. 379. to A. D. gra. 

h There fell from heaven a great ftar.] 
Compare Dan. vill. ro,. Grotius inter- 
prets it of the Egyptian impojfor,. Acts. xxi. 
33. ‘Mr Mede of the fall of the we/ternz 
empire under Auguftulus; and Mr Clark, 


(fee his Annot. in loc. ) of the corruption 
of ordinances by an heretical churchman, 
of great parts and confiderable figure,’ 
whom he fuppofes to be Pelagius. Some ~ 
explain it of Mahomet, whofe name fig 
nifies i/lujtrious. Mem. of Literat. vol. V. 
p-. 253» But Mr Lowman, with greater 
probability, interprets it of the fucceed- 
ing ravages in Italy, founding the Gothic 
kingdom there, and putting an end to 
the Roman empire; from A. D. 412. to 
A.D, 493. Agreeably to this, hiftorians 
informs us, that feveral provinces of the 
empire were difmembered, the city of 
Rome again taken, and plundered, and 
Italy became a prey to the barbarous na- 
¥ tions. 


i Dark- 


third part of the wa- 
ters became worm- 
wood; and many 


.men died of the wa- 


ters, becaufe they 
were made bitter. 


12 And the fourth 
angel founded, and 
the third part of the 
fun was fmitten, and 
the third part of the 
moon, and the third 
part of the ftars; fo 
as the third part of 
them was darkened, 
and the day fhone 
not for a third part 
ef it, and the night 
likewile. 


4s 


13 And I beheld, 
and heard an angel 
flying through the 
midft of heaven, fay- 
ing witha loud voice, 


Wo, wo, wo, to the 


inhabitants of the 
earth, by reafon of 
the other voices of 
the trumpet of the 
three angels- which 
are yet to found! 


oor La 


< 


Reflections on the interceffion of Chrift, &c. 


third part of the waters became impregnated 
with wormwocd; but with this additional cir- 
cumftances, that it was poifonous as well as 
diftafteful; and many men died in confequence of 
drinking the waters, becau/e they were become 
bitter. (Compare Exod. vii. 20, 21.) 

And the fourth angel founded; and the third 
part of the fun was fmitten, and the third part 
of the moon, and the third part of the ftars; fo 
that the third part of them, even of their light, 
was darkened i, and the day did not appear, 


425 
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12 


[with refpeét to] a third part of its luftre, and» 


the night alfo; but there was as great a deficien- 
cy in the ufual light of both, as when either the 
fun by day, or the moon by night, is fo eclip- 
fed, that a third part of the body of each is fha- 


ded; which I underftood to imply, that God | 


would, in the courfe of his Providence, draw a 
vail over the whole face of things, and obfcure 
the glory of the ftate to which this vifion refer- 
red. And I beheld, and heard one of the an- 
gels flying in the midft of heaven, saying, with a 
loud voice, The things which have already hap- 
pened, are terrible; but what is yet to come is 
much more fo: wo, wo, wo, to thofe that dwell 
upon the earth, for the remaining founds of the 
trumpet of the three angels which are yet to 
found! Prepare therefore for the manifeftation 
of thefe awful {cenes. 


DM GP ARR OGY. BM ob ONT: 


1 K7 Hite we prepare ourfelves, with //ent admiration, to at- 
: tend the difcoveries here opening upon us, let.us rejoice in 


the /ymbolical reprefentation of the interceffion of Fefus, our great 
High Prieft, fhadowed forth, in fo beautiful and expreflive a 
manner, by-the angel flanding at the altar with the golden cenfer, 
and much incenfe. : 
afeend before God with acceptance! See the method we are to 
take, 

eR OY oP a Bs 


i Darkened. | Compare Ezek. xxxii. 
7, 8 Grotius interprets this of taking 
the fouth Galilean towns; Mr Mede of 


. the deftruGtion of the light of Rome, 


when deprived of regal and confular maje- 
fty. And Mr Clark (fee his Aniot. iz,/2¢.) 
of eclipfing the ight of the chu ch by tra- 
dition and human inventions. Mr Low- 
man interprets it of the wars im italy, 


between the Goths and Juftinian’s gene- 
rals, whereby the exarchate of Ravenna 
was eredted, all remaining’ power and 
authority at Rome fupprefied, and the 
imperial city became fubject to Ravenna, 
where the exerch or Hentenant of the eas 
term emperok relided; from A.D. 493. 
to A. D. 568. 


4 


13 


Ver. ¥ 


3, 4 


Behold, how the prayers of all the faints 


4 


426 The fifth angel founds : 
Sect take, if wé defire that our’s fhould be acceptable to him; atid, 
vane encouraged by fuch a view, let us offer them up, not only. with 
humility, but with cheerful confidence, though we are confcious 


Ver. 7 


of their great unworthinefs. 


To what wretchednefs are they expofed, who opprefs and in- 
jure thofe, that, through their great Reprefentative, have fuch an 


intereft in the court of heaven.. ‘he hail and the fire fhall, at 


8 the Divine command, powerfully plead their caufe; the moun- 


tains fball be torn from their bafis; and caft into the midft of the 


¢ 12, fea ; 


the fun, the moon, and the /tars /ball be darkened in theit 


orbs, and all nature be thrown into convullive agonies, ere God 
will fuffer them finally to be over-born, or fail to punifh,; with 
becoming feverity, thofe who continue to perfecute, or evil-in- 


treat them. 


Let fuch awful réprefentations as thefe, remind us of the_/o- 
vereign almighty power of God, whom all the hofts of heaven 
worfhip with reverence } and, at whofe awful word, when he 
gives forth his voice, hatiianies and coals of fire defeend, (Pfal. 
Xvili. 13.) 3 at whofe rebuke the pillars of heaven tremble, and the 
foundations of the sant are fbaken; who {peaks to the fun,, and it 
foineth not ; who darkeneth the moon, and fealeth up the ftars. 
Who would not fear thee, O thou King of nations, fo terrible in the 

™3 judgments which thou executeft on the earth? Deliver us, we in- 
treat thee, from the multiplied and accumulated miferies of thofe 
who continue obftinately to oppofe thee ; and conduct us at length 
to thy heavenly prefence, though it fhould be through days of 
darknefs, and waters of bitternefs, and feas of blood. Amen. 


Oey as XM. 


The effet of the fifth and fixth angels founding their trumpets. 


Rev. 1X. throughout. 


REVELATION IX. 


s age A ND the fifth angel founded; We I faw an 


angel’ of diftinguifhed luftre, defcending 


Ske 
Rey, With fuch amazing velocity, that he feemed like 
1X.1. a fhooting /far, (compare Job xxxvili. 7.); and 


when he was fallen, as it were, from heaven to 
the earth, and appeared {tanding upon it, there 
was given to him the key of the bottomle/s pit: 
2 And he went to the door of that infernal dun- 
geon, and he opened the bottomle/s pit, and a 


thick /moke ascended from the pit, as the finoke | 


of a great furnace, and it diffufed itfelf all a- 


broad ; 


Rev. IX. 3. 
AND the fifth an- 

gel founded, and 
I faw a {tar fall from f 
heaven untothe earth: 
and to him was gi- 
ven the key of the 
bottomlefs pit. 


2 And he opened 
the bottomless pit ; 
and there arofe a 
{moke out of the pit, 
as the fmoke of a 
great furnace; and 


the 


\ 


and locufts came cut of the bottomle/s pit : 
broad; fo that the fun, and the whole body of Srcz, 
the air, were darkened by the /moke and gloomy ey 


‘(ie fun and the air 
ywere darkened by 
reafon of the fmoke 
-of the pit. 
¢ 

3 And there came 
out of the finokg lo- 
cuits upon the earth ; 
and unto them was 
given power, as the 
{corpions of the earth 
have power. 


4 And it was com- 
manded them that 
they fhould not hurt 
the grafs of the earth, 
meither any green 
thing, neither any 
tree; but only thote 
men which have not 
the feal of God in 
their foreheads. 


é 


45 And to them it 
was given that they 
fhould not kill them, 
but that they fhould 
be tormented — five 

months: 


exhalations of the pit ; which I underftood 
timating fome terrible calamity approaching. 


427 


And \ faw a very fhocking appearance ; for cut 3 


of the /moke there came locufls upon the earth *, 
and a deftructive power was given to them, as 
the feorpions of the earth have power, that they 
fhould be as pernicious to the inhabitants of the 
earth, as thofe terrible animals, and fhould in- 
jure men by their ftings, as well as by their teeth. 
And there was this farther.remarkable circum- 
ftance, that whereas locufts bring along with 
them fuch general deftruction to al vegetables, 
it was faid to them, whom I faw on this occa- 
fion, that they fhould not injure the grafs of the 
earth, nor any green thing, nor any tree, but on- 
ly > fome human creatures; and this, under a 
particular limitation to the men who had not the 
feal of God in their foreheads ; from whence I 
inferred, that this deftru€tive vifitation fhould 
efpecially affect thofe, who, whatever they 
might profefs, were deftitute of true vital reli- 
gion. 4nd to fignify the lingering vexation, 
which thefe deftroyers {hould accafion to the in- 
habitants of the countries they were to ravage, 
J was further informed, that zt was given to them, 
that they fbould not kill them outright, but that 
they fbould be tormented five months ; which might 
be intended to exprefs a calamity, that fhould 

: en- 

Nao s he Se eeS< 


A Locufts upon the earth.) . Many prote- 
fant writers imagine thefe Jocu/?s to figni- 
fy the religious orders of monks and fri- 
ars, &c. The learned Grotius under- 
ftands by them, the feét of the zealots, 
which appeared among the Jews dyring 
the fiege, and at the time of the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem. Mr Mede, the inun- 
dation of the Saracens ; and indeed, with 
confiderable circum ftances of refemblance. 
The ingenious Mr Lowman confirms this 
interpretation; and thews, that the rife 
and progrefs of the Mahometan religion 
and empire, till checked by internal divi- 
fions, is a remarkable accomplifhment of 
this part of the prophecy 3, which is fur- 
ther illuftrated, by the ignorance and er- 
ror the Mahometans every-where {pread, 
their great number and hardinefs, their 
habits, cultoms, and manners; zamely, 

Vor. VI I 3 


twifting their hair, wearing beards, their 
care of their horfes, invading their neigh- 
bours in fummer, like locufts, {paring 
the trées and fruits of the countries they 
invaded, Gc. ‘The captivity of rhe men, 
and the miferable condition of ‘the wo- 
men, expofed to perfons, who gave an 


almoft unbounded liberty to their lutts, 


which was enough to make them even to 
defire death, ver: 6. All thefé circum- 
{tances are {uitable to the charaéter of the 
Atabians, the biftory of this period, and 
to the particulars of the prophecy.— J he 
period extends from A. D. 568.i0 A. D. 
675. 

b Only the men who had not.) ‘The afe 
of the particles, -er pz», here, is very re- 
markable; and it is apparently*neceilary, 


it thould be rendered on/y, rather than ¢x-* 


cepi, 
5 e © Shali 


428s) Who fhould grievoufly torment mankind : 
Secr. endure about.an hundred and fifty years. 
u*: | their torment, that is, that which they occafion- 
Rev. ed by their attack, [was] extremely violent, 
IX. 5. like that of a fcorpion when it firikes a man. 


‘And months: and their ~ 
torment was as the 
torment of a fcorpi- | 
on, when he ftriketh 


a Man. 


6 And in thefe dreadful days, to which this vifion 
refers, men fall feek death in a wild kind of 
defpair °, and fhall not find it ; and they [ball de- 
fire to die, and death shall fice away from them, 

-.and leave them to mournover a life of wretch- 

ednefs, all the comforts and enjoyments of which 

fhall be utterly fwallowed up in their fufferings. 
24nd thefe creatures were not exactly of the form 
of locufts; but, though they bore fome refem- 
blance to them, in many initances, they differ- 
ed from them in others, and were to be confi- 
dered as a ¢ kind of hieroglyphical reprefenta- 
tion of creatures which are very mifchievous and 
terrible; and I particularly obferved that the 
hkene/s of the locufts [was] like horfes prepared 
jor war, (compare Joel ii. 4.) efpecially the 
form of their heads; and whereas common lo- 
cults have fome brilliant ornaments on their 
heads, and various parts of their bodies, I ob- 
ferved, with regard to thefe, that on their heads 

, [were] as it were, crowns, like gold; and their 

Jaces were like the faces of men ; which.two cir- 
cumftances gave me to underftand, that they 
were intended as an emblem of mighty and 
powerful men, who were to reign over various 

8 provinces and kingdoms. And they had on 
their heads long treffes of hair, like the treffes of 

women ; whereas common locufts have only a 
down upon their breafts. And whereas other 
animals ef that name have large ftrong teeth, 
their teeth were like (the teeth] of lions, fharp 
and pointed, as well as large and ftrong. 4nd 
inftead of the fine down on the breafts. of com- 
mon locufts, they had breaft-plates like breaft- 
plates of iron; and whereas common locutts 

| make 

Ny yOu greats, 


U 


6 And in thofe 
days fhall men feek 
death, and fhall not 
find it; and fhall de- 
fire to die, and death 
{hall flee from them. . 


7 And thé fhapes 
of the locufts were 
like into horfes pre- 
pared unto battles . 
and on their~ heads 
anere as it were crowns 
like gold, and their 
faces were as the faces 
of men, 


8 And they had 
hair as the hair of 
women, and their 
teeth were as he teeth 
of lions. ; 


9 And they had 
breaft-plates, as it 
were breaft-plates of 

iron; 


/ 


© Shall feck death, &c.] As fach great 
numbers were, in faét, {lain by thefe /o- 
cuffs, (if they fignify, as is generally fup- 
poted, the Saracens,) this expreffion mutt 
only be underftood of many furvivors, 
who, by the calamities they infli€ted, 
fhould be made weary of their lives. See 
mote %. 


d A kind of hieroglyphical reprefenta~ ’ 
tion.] As there are no animals in nature 
anfwerable to thofe which are here deferi- 
bed, I take it for granted, that as the four 
animals mentioned above are hieroglyphics 
of angels, fo are thefe of mifchievous crea= 
tures. Compare chap. iv. 7. note £. 


©. Abad~ 


jrons and the found 
of their wings was as 
the found of chariors 
of many horfes run- 
ving to battle, 


to And they had 


_ tails like unto feorpi- 


ons, and there were 
{tings in their tails; 
and their power was 
to hurt mien five 
months. 


rr And they hada 
king over them, which 
is the angel of the 
bottomlefs pit, whofe 
name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, 
but in the Greek 
tongue he hath jis 
name Apollyon. 


12, One wo is paft; 
and behold, there 
come two woes more 
thereafter. 

13 And the fixth 
angel founded, and I 
heard a voice from 
the four horns of the 
golden altar which is 
before God, 


‘14 Saying to the 
fixth angel which had 
the trumpet, Loofe 
the four angels which 
are .bound in the 

great 


€ Abaddon.) 


When the etymology is fo 


The fixth angel founds: 


429 


make a terrible noife with their wings, the noife Secr- 


which thefe ftrange and fymbolical locufts made, 
by the motion of their wings, [was] like the noife 
of chariots, [and] many horfes rufbing to war ; 
fo that they feemed to tear the ground with 
their rage and fury, and to fhake' the air with 
their neighings. And inftead of being form: 
ed at the lower end of their bodies, as other lo- 
cufts are, which have no ftings, but are quite 
inoffenfive and innocent animals, ¢4e/e creatures 
had tails like fcorpions, and their flings were in 
their tails; and their power, as 1 obferved a- 
bove, [was] given them #o Aurt the earth, an# 
men its inhabitants, for about five months, or 
about an hundred and fifty years. And they 
had a king over them, (wherein they further 
differed from the locuft kind,) (Prov. xxx. 27.) 
who is the angel of the bottomle/s pit, and the 
great head of thofe apoftate fpirits who dwell 
there; whofe name [is] in the Hebrew language, 
Abaddon °; and in the Greek, he has the name of 
Apollyon; both the one, and the other, expret- 
fing his deftru€tive nature, and the dreadful ha- 
vock he makes, wherever his attempts are fuc- 
cefsful. Andthus, one wo is gone; {and] be- 
hold yet other two woes befides it, coming, threa- 
tening yet more terrible calamities than thefe. 
And upon this, the fixth angel founded; and I 
did not fee any immediate appearance in confe- 
quence of it; but I deard a voice from the four 
horns of the golden altar which was before God, 
(which feemed therefore to come from the moft 
holy place, which. was’ dire€tly behind it,) 
Saying to the fixth angel, who ttill had the trum- 
pet which. he had founded in his hand, Loofen 
now the four angels’ ', which are bound by the 
great 


Nec Oui VBS. 
the four beglerbegs of the Turks; and he 


evident, and fo particularly explained by 
tue author, 1 cannot but wonder at Dr 


» More’s endeavour to explain it another 


way, as referring to the profeffn which 
the Mahometans fhould make of maintain- 
ing the doétrine of the Unity. See More’s 
Theol. Works, pf. 130. 

£ The four angels which are bound. | 
Grotius refers this to the Raman army un- 
der four commanders, which came from 
the borders of this river. Mr Mede, to 


3 Gz 


interprets ver. 17. of guns invented about 
thar ume, and ufed by them in their fuc- 
cefsful war upon the Europeans. See the 
paflage at large in More’s Theol. Works, 
p- 130, 131. They, who refer this pai- 
fageto the rife of the Turkifh Ottoman em 
pire, fuppofe. that the, four angels mean 
either four provinces, or four cities near 
Euphrates, from whence contfiderable 
leaders arofe, who pulhed on, and adyan- 
ced the Turkifh conquelts; and Mt Pyle, 


and 


In. 


Lwn4 


Rev. 


IX. 9. 


10 


= 


— 


3 


4 


436. And avaft army of horfemen iffue forth to deftroy them: 


SiniG@r: 
aed 

Rev. 
Lx. 14. 


=) 


great river Euphrates; who were intended to 
reprefent fome potentates arifing from that part 
of the world, who, in the’ period referred toy. 
fhould become very famous throughout the 
earth, for their exploits and atchievements. 
And the four angels were loofened, who were pre- 


pared for a certain period of time, fignified, ac- 


16 


ae 


cording to the prophetic reckoning, by az hour, 
and a day, and a month, and a year ®; that they 
might make a: great {laughter among the inha- 
bitants of the earth; or, as it was exprefled to 


“me in the vifion, according to the language ufed 


1@ore, might All a third part of the men, who, 
after the preceding plagues continued upon it. 
They accordingly appeared, as leading on a 
mighty army. and the number of the horfemen 
they led on, was immenfely great,. reprefented: 
to me by two myriads of myriads, that is, no lefs 
than two hundred millions. And I heard the 
number of them thus mentioned to me, as it was 
impoflible for me to count them, And I faw 
the horfes, and thofe that fat upon them thus, in 
[their] appearance; that is, having breaft- 
plates of fire and hyacinth and brimftone,, which 
feemed to fend forth blue, burning flames, 
which: went devouring before them; and the 


Acads. 
Ni @) 5s EAS. 
and others, have endeavoured to confirm 


great river Euphrates: 


ts And the four 
angels were loofed, 
which were prepared, 
for an hour, and 2 
day, and a month, 
and a year, for to flay 


thethird partof men. | 


16 And the num-__- 


ber of the army of 
the horfemen were 
two hundred thou- 
fand thonfand: and 
I heard the number 
of them. 


ry And thus I faw 
the horfes in the vie 
fion, and them that 
fat on them, having 
breaft-plates~ of fire, 
and of jacinth, and- 
brimftone: and the 
heads: 


& 


this interpretation. But, as the Turkith 
émpire did not commence till the :3th 
century, this’ event feems to be too late 
in the fucceflive orders of periods, and 
correfpondent events. Mr Lowman'’s in- 
terpretation feems to me much more pro- 
bable, which refers it to the re-union of 
the divided Saracen power, their invading 
and ravaging Europe, till they were de- 
feated by ‘Charles Martel;: and, agreeable 
to ver. 20, 21. the fufferers were fo. far 
from repenting, that imdge-wor/pip: was 
confirmed by order of the pope, and the 
authority of ‘cownci/s in the ea/? and wef. 
—This period reaches from A. D. 675. 
to A.D. 750. : : 
~& Of an hour and aday, &c.| Dr Lloyd, 
bifhop of Worcefter, on his interpretation 
of this paflage, foretold, many years be- 
fore it happened, that peace would be con- 
cluded with the Turks in the year 1608, 
which accordingly came to pafs; and that 
they fhould no more review their wars a- 
gainft the popifh Chriftians. His argu- 
ment was, that the gugels loofed were the 


commanders of the many Turkifh fqua- 
drons who had been:before fubje& to the- 
Sultan of Babylon. And as for the time 
here mentioned. he endeavours to thew: 
it to be, in the prophetic ftile, 396 years ; 
and computing from their conqueft at: 
Pronffe, in 1302, by adding 396, the 
number will be-1698. See Bithop Burner's’ 
Hiftory of ‘bis times, vol. I. p. 204. But 
how lucky foever the conjefture was, it 
does not convince me, that it is the true 
interpretation; and fo much:the lefs, as 
it feems evident to me, the year fpoken: 
of in this book, confifts only of 360 days. 
Befides, the Turks have renewed their: 
war on the popifh Chriftians, particularly: 
on the emperor, and the republic of Ve- 
mee, in_1716, and fince.—As for the 


N 


phrafes, an hour, a day, &c. 1 do not~ 


underftand them; they may perhaps, 
only fignify a determined, Hmited time, 
as {uch expreffions in fcripture frequent= 
ly do ; though they- would feem moft 
naturally, and agreeable to thé prophe— 
tic reckoning, te denote about 391 years. 


a Nes 


- lions; 


heads of the horfes 
avere as the heads of 
and out of 
their mouths iffued 
fire, and fmoke, and 
brimftone. 


18 By thefe three 
was the third part of 
men killed, by the 
fire, and by the 
fmoke, and by the 
brimftone, which if- 
fued out of their 
mouths. 

19 For their power 
is in their mouth, 
and in their tails: fot 
their tails were like 
unto ferpents, und 


had heads, and wah 


them they do hurt. 


zo And the reft of 
the men which were 
not killed by thefe 
plagues, yet repented 
not of the works of 
their hands, that they 
fhould not worthip 
devils, and idols of 
gold, and filver, and 
brafs, and ftone, and 
of wood: which nei- 
ther can fee, nor 
hear, ner walk: 


ax Neither repent- 
ed they of their mur- 
dérs, nor of their for- 
ceries, nor of their 
fornication, “nor of 
their thefts. ; 


h Not worflip demons.] This demon- 
worjhip Myr Mede has taken great pains 
to be the worfhip of dead men, 
which is fo common in the church. of 
As for their worfhipping idols of 
gold, filver, brafs, wood, and’ ftone, the 
as that the heathens 
themfelyes ever practi fed auch idolatrous 


to prove, 
Rome. 
fact is as evident, 


worlhip, 


& 


ey thofe who were Jpared, repented not. 


heads of the horfes [were] like the heads of lions ; 
and out of their mouths went fire, and /moke, 
and brimftone, to reprefent: the courage and 
fiercenefs of thefe armies, andthe irrefiftible de- 
ftrudtion they fhould make, wherever they 
marched. And with the united force of 
thefe three things, that is, by the fire, and bj the 
fmoke, and by the brimffone, that went-out of 
their mouthss they flew a third part of men, as 
was decl: »d above. And as the deftroyers, 
rea by the locufts, appeared as haying 
deyouring teeth, and ftings like fcorpions in 
their tails, thefe ‘had likewife a double provifion 
of mifchievous furniture; for their powers are 
partly in their mouth, from whence, as I have 
already faid, the fire appeared to iflue, and in 
their tails ; and their tails alfo [are] like fer- 
pents, having heads, and with them, as well as 
with their mouths, they imjure men. ‘Thus 
they were reprefented as bringing'a moft fearful 
deftruction on the human [pecies. Yet it was 
not produtive of fuch ‘a reformation as might 
haye been expected: the remainder of men, wha 
died not. by thefe plagues, did not pe of the 
wicked works: “of their hands, nor reform thofe 
abominations which had brought down deftruc- 
tion on their brethren ; and particularly, did not 
forfake thofe deteftable fuperftitions eich had 
been fo offenfive to God, that they might not 
worfbip demons», andfenfelefs idols of gold, and 


filver, and brafs, and ftone, and wood; which, 


inftead of having any Divine properties, are de- 
ftitute of the fenfes commen to mcn, and even 
to brutes, as they can neither fee, nor hear, nor 
walk. And they repented not of other crimes, 
more immediately affecting their fellow-crea- 
tures, fuch for inftance, as their murders, and 
their forceries '; nor their fornication, nor their 


thefts 
NO aia Es, Sy 
i Sorceries.| By PR OMAKEOY, Dr Clarke 
underftands all the feperttitious methods 
of making men fancy themfelves to be re~ 
digious, by what ofhers can do for, or to 
them, of what they can do for, themfelves, 
without the practice of frwe righteoufnefs 
and yirtne. . Clarke's xviit® Serm. p. 168. 
But others waderiiand by it the ‘arts of 


prifoning. 
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Ver. 4 


Reflections on the Divine power over-ruling Satan. 
thefts and robberies, by which they had fo no- 
torioufly injured all about them, and bid defi- 
ance to every law, but that of their own unruly 
appetites and paflions, to which they were held 
in the bafeft fubjection. 


PSM PP R= Oe Vee ie ple ee 


ig is exceeding natural to reflect, while reading this reprefenta- 
tion, how exaétly the mightieft princes, and moft favage de- 
{troyers of mankind, execute the p/an of Divine Providence, and 
fulfil the decrees of God; even while they are intending nothing, 
but the gratification of their own ambition, and avarice, and 
cruelty. The angel of God holds the keys of the bottomle/s pit ; 
and it is by Divine permiflion, that thefe voracious /ocu/fs iffue 
forth and infeft the earth.. ‘The minifters of God’s -pleafure, bind 
the meflengers of deftruction, and /oo/en them, at the Divine com- 
mand. And the feafon, wherein they fhall ravage the world, is 
here limited to a year, to a day, to an hour: ABADDON, APOL- 
LYON, the great and mighty deftroyer, cannot effect the leaft of 
his mifchievous and ruinous purpofes, without the permiffion of 
the Preferver and Redeemer of mankind; and cannot go beyond 
his limits. And even the mifchief which he does, is intended 
and over-ruled to fubferve the wifeft and kindeft defigns. . But 


_O, how grievous is it to think of that degree of obftinacy and 


20, 25 


perverfenefs which fo generally prevails in the world, and which 
renders men fo incorrigible, under the moft painful chaftifements 
Satan is permitted to infli¢t. Send forth, O Lord, the gentle» 
influences of thy Spirit, and melt thofe hearts, which will not 
be broken by the weightieft ftrokes of thy vengeance’; anddeli- 
ver us from a temper, fo much refembling that of Aell, and fo 
evidently leading down to thofe dreadful abodes ; the temper of 
thofe, who are hardened by correction, and in the time of their 
affliétion and mifery, increafe and multiply their tranfgreflons 
ag ainft thee. 


eB Ce XU. 
The vifion of a mighty angel appearing in great glory, who had in 
his hand a little book, which St Fohn was commanded to eat. 
Rev. X. throughout. 


REVELATION X I. Rev. Xr. 


Moft beautiful and wonderful fcene now AND 1 faw another 
- opened itfelf to my view; for J faw «no- mighty angel 


ther mighty angel, who carried, in his appear- bas 


ance, 


: 


| A mighty angel defcends with a little book. 


come down from hea- 
ven, clothed with a 
cloud, and.a rainbow 
was wpon his head, 
and his face was as it 
were the fun, and his 
feet as pillars of fire. 


2 And he had in 
his hand a little book 
open: and he fet his 
right foot upon the 
fea, and his left foot 
on the earth. 


3 And cried with 
a loud voice, as when 
a lion roareth; and 
when he had cried, 
feven thunders utter- 
ed their voices, — 


4 And when the 
feven thunders had 
uttered their voices, I 
was about to write; 
and I heard a voice 
from heaven, faying 
unto me, Seal up 
thofe things which 
the feven thunders 
uttered, and write 
them not. 


5 And the angel 
which I faw ftand 
upon the fea, and 
upon the earth, lifted 


‘up his hand to hea- 


ven, 


6 And fware by 
hiny that liveth for 
ever and ever, who 
created heayen and 

the 


2 Angel cloathed with a cloud.) The 
beauties of this noble defcription are 
finely illuftrated by that moft elegant 
and pious writer, the Rev. Mr James 
Hervey, in his’ Meditations, vol. Il. page 


Hl, 220 


defcending from heaven, cloathed with a cloud *, 
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ance, the marks of unufual ftrength and vigour, $*°"> 


13, 


fo that I could not difcern the full luftre 6f his Rev. 
whole body; though, variegated with the rays *- 3 


it either reflected or tran{mitted, it appeared 
very glorious ; and the complete circle of a rain- 
bow [was] about his head, and his face [was] 
bright as the meridian fun ; fo that I could not 
bear to gaze dire€tly upon it. And I had reafon 
to think there was an extraordinary luftre emit- 
ted from all the other parts of his body; for 
even his feet were like pillars of lucid fire. And 
he had in his hand a little book open, which T af- 
terwards under{tood to be the volume of the Di-, 
vine decrees, to be communicated to me. And 
he put his right foot upon the fea, and the left 
foot upon the earth, to fignify the Divine domi- 
nion over both, and the concern of both, in what: 
was further to be tranfacted. And he cried 
with a loud, folemn, and awful voice, as a lion 
roars >; and when he had cried, the feven thun- 
ders, which I had heard before, uttered their 
voices again, refpontive to ‘his, and to increafe 
the terror of fotremendousaicene. And when 
the feven thunders had uttered their voices, I 
was about to have written the contents of what 


3 


they had uttered ; for, loud as their voices were, — 


there was fomething articulate and intelligible 
in the found ; and, juit in that inftant, J heard 
a voice from heaven, faying unto me, Seal up in 
fecrecy what the feven thunders have /poken, and 
write them not ; for they are, indeed, intended 
for thy information, but not for that of the pu- 
blic. = And the angel which I faw with fo ma- 
ny enfigns of diftinétion, fanding with one foot 
on the fea, and the other on the earth, lifted up 
his hand towards heaven, with a gefture of fo- 
lemnity and reverence, as appealing to the great 
Sovereign of the univerfe, And fware by the 
eternal Jehovah, even by him who liveth for ever 
and ever, who created the heaven, and thofe 
things 
Nig Ove Te ey vias 

b Lion roars.] The original word, 
peuxeler, rather fignifies be//ows ; but that 
Englifh word has an idea annexed to it, 


which appeared to me not to fuit the dig- 
mity of this de{cription, 


© That 


/ 


6 
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St Fohnis commanded to take the book and eat it ; 


things which aré in it ; and the earth, and the 
things which are init ;' and the fea, and the things 
which-are in it ; that time fbould be no longer “: 
that the time of the judgments, to be fignified 
by the pouring out of the feven vials, fhould not 
be much longer delayed; and that; when it 
came, the whole oeconomy of tlie world fhould 
foon draw to a conclufion, and all the periods 
of time be confummated, that the more import- 
ant fcenes of eternity might open: He {ware, 
I fay, that the delay fhould not be much longer, 
but that it fhould haften to its end, in the days of 
the usice of the feventh angel, who was about 
quickly to found, and was to introduce the period 
of the feven vials; and that, tonfequent on the 
pouring out of the laft vial, the myflery of God4, 
as he had revealed its glad HOB to his fervants 
the prophets, fbould be fulfilled, in the utter ruin 
and deftru€tion of all the enemies of the church, 
and in its happy and glorious exaltation *. 
And the voice, which I before heard from honed, 
now /fpake to me again, and faid, Go, and take 
the little book; which, as thou perceiveft, is o- 
peng 


NMOS eS he Ss 
© That time foould be no longer.| Vhe 


the things that theté= 
in are, and the earth 
and the things that 
therein are, and the 
fea and the. things 
which are therein, 
that there fhould be 
time no longer: 


7 But in the days 
of the voice of the 
feventh angel, when 
he fhali begin te 
found, the myftery 
of God fhall be finifh- 
ed, as he hath decla- 
red to his fervants the 
prophets, 


g And the voice 
which I heard from 
heaven fpake unte 
me again, and faid, 
Go, and take the lit- 
tle book which is o- 

pen 


accomplifhment of it to the vengeance ta 


word xp fometimes fignifies de/ay, as 
well as time. And, 


former verfion, the: meaning is, that 


’ there fhould be no delay of the deftruétion 


of the church's enemies, and of its prof- 
perous ard glorious condition. In the 
latter view, it fignifies that the end of 
time, and the confummation of all thiigs, 
fhould foon come. Though the former 
fenfe feems to be principally intended, 
yet Lown myfelf not to be fo certain as 
abfolutely to determine it. 1 think it is 
evident, that fome of the concluding pro- 
phecies of this book, refer to the Merial 
fiate, and therefore I Nave taken that fens 
timent into the paraphrafe, though not 
to the exclufion of the former fenfe; 
which, as { faid, feems to be principally 
intended, confidering the conneétion, and 
that the faterval between the pouring out 
of the feventh vial, and the confummation 
of all things, muft, at leaft, be more 
than a thoufand years; and pothaps, a 
much more confiderable period. Dr More 
is of opinion, that the only meaning of 
this claufe is, that the time was elapfed 
which bad been marked out by the period 
of three yéurs and an half. See kis Theo- 
Jog. Works, p. 122.-—-Grotins refers the 


according to the 


be taken upon the Jews, by Adrian and 
his fucceflors. Compare Saurin’s Serm, 
vol. 1. p. 1, 2.—Mr Lowman renders the 
claufe, the time fhall not be yet; that is, 
the time of the glorious {tate of the 
church fhall not be yet; but it fhall not 
be long to it; for in the days of the voice of 
the feventh angél, as it follows, the my/tery 
of ON! be fulfilled, &e. 

d Myjtery of God.| Dr Butler, the 
late worthy bifiop of Durham, under- 
ftands by this, the great my/tery of Provi- 
dence, in faffering’ vice and confufion to 
prevail fo Sa in the world. See But- 
ler’s Anal. p. 4 

€ ‘Should mM fulfilled.) As it is here 
faid, that the myftery of God fhould be _ 
fulfilled, it feems plainly to intimate, that 
the things yet to be revealed, fhould ex- 
tend to the end of time; and when it is 
declared, that this fhould be fulfilled, in 
the days of the voice of the feventh angel, 
who was about to found, it intimates, that 
the remainder of time, even to the end of 
the world, fhould be comprehended in 
that period of prophefy, to which the’ 
Jeventh trumpet, introductory to the ae 
relates. 


£ Again 


+ 


and it was fweet in his mouth and bitter in his belly. 44 


pen in the hand of 
theangelwhich ftand- 
eth upon the fea, and 
upon. the earth. 

9 And I went unto 
the angel, and {aid 
unto him, Give me 
the little book. And 
he faid unto me, ‘Take 
i, and eat it up; and 
it fhall make thy bel- 
ly bitter, but it fhall 
be inthy mouth fweet 
as honey, 


to And I took the 
little book out of the 
ahgel’s hand, and ate 
it up; and it was in 
my mouth {weet as 
honey; and as foon 
as I had eaten it, my 
belly was bitter. 

rr Andhe faid un- 
to me, Thou mutt 


_ prophefy again before 


many peoples, and 
nations, and tongues, 
and kings. 


pen, out of the hand of the angel, which ftandeth 
upon the fea, and upon the earth; for it is in- 
tended for thy ufe and information. (Compare 
Jeroxv. 16.) And accordingly I went to the 
angel, and awful as his appearance was, J faid 
to him boldly, in confequence of the Divine 
command, Give me the little book which thou 
holdeft in thine hand; and he faid unto me, Take 
{ét,] as Ezekiel did that which was fhewn to 
himy (Ezek. iii, 1; 2.) and eat it up ; to figni- 
fy thy receiving it into thy mind, and digetting 
there the events to which it relates; and it ball 
wmbitter thy belly, but in thy mouth it fball be 


fweet as honey; to fignify, that how pleafant 
foever it may be tobe honoured with fuch re-— 


velations, the contents of thefe, in thine after- 
reflections, fhall be very bitter and grievous. 
And, accordingly, f took the little book out of the 
band of the angel, and {eemed, to myfelf, to eat 
it up; and the event exaétly anfwered what he 
had faid to me; for, in my mouth it was fweet 
as honey, but when I had eaten it, my belly was 
bitter. And be faid to me,'Thou haft not yet 
difpatched the whole of thy work, in what thou 
haft already regiftered, of thefe vifions of the 
Lord; but thou muff again prophefy’ to many 
people, and nations, and tongues, and kings. 
The oracles thou haft yet to deliver, fhall be 
propagated through many countries, tranflated 


into a variety of languages, and perufed by per-, 


fons of various ranks and conditions, and fome 
of them the moit eminent and confpicuous; but 
fear not to deliver theni, being affured that He, 
by whom they are infpired, will take care they 
fhall be pun@ually fulfilled. 


BMS Po ORO. y Bed Bi No Ls 


ig other parts of this chapter fhould feem to be lefs pregnant 
with important practical inftructions, perhaps the defign was, 


that we might be engaged to fix our entire and undivided atten- 


tion 


N?#.0 

_ £ Again prophefy.] Mr Mede infers 
from hencé, that the apo/fle is about to 
go over the fame period of time he had 
Sefore been difcourfing of, giving an ac- 
count of the (tate of the church, as he had 
ju(t done of the ftate of the empire, But 
_ Vou. VI: i 


‘bork: 

the new deferiptions, and new events to 
which they refer, which are introduced 
here, and conftitute the following chapters, 
may be fufficient, without any peculiarity 
of interpretation, to juftify the exprefilon. 
See the preceding notes 
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436 ~ — Reflections on the oath of this: illufirious angel. 
Sect. tion'on the awful words of this iJu/frious angel; whole appear 
3 ance is defcribed in colours fo exceeding beautiful and ftriking = 
Ver.1 withthe radiance of the fun ftreaming from his countenance; the 
variegated colours of the rainbow encircling his head; of a fta- 
2 ture fo vaft and majeftic, that he at once be/frode the earth and’ 
the fea; with his hand folemnly lifted up to heaven ;. with a voice 
3 awful as thunder, appealing to the venerable name of God,. the 
5,6 Greator of the heavens, of the earth, of the fea, and of all their 
various inhabitants, in order to add the fanétion of an inviolable 
oath, to adeclaration, which in itfelf, from fuch a Divine mef- 
fenger, was worthy of abfolute and entire credit ; a declaration, 
that time fhould be no longer: which is a certain truth, in the” 
moft fublime and‘interefting fenfe of: which the words are capa- 
‘ble. Time, as diftinguifhed into days, and weeks,.and months,. 
and years, by. the révolution of the heayenly luminaries, when 
the moft refplendent of thefe are extinguithed in their orbs, as 
they quickly will;. when the fun /ball be turned into darknefs, and 
the moon into blood; time, fhalk then, I. fay, be abforbed ‘in an 
immeaturable eternity. And O, what an eternity! An eternity, 
either of perfeét.and inconceivable felicity, or hopelefs and reme- 
dilefs mifery.---But, befides this general con{truction, there is an- 
‘important fenfe in which the proclamation of this cele/tial herald 
. fhall be fulfilled, with regard to individuals; that time /hall be no- 
longer ; the time of Divine patience in waiting upon us ; the time’ 
ih which we fhalhbe continued under the found of' the gofpel, 
and the offers of mercy,.and the means of falvation ; the time in 
whieh we fhall be converfant. with thefe fcenes of mortality, and: 
with the perfons who are here moft familiar to us, at leaft'in the: 
prefent circumftances of their being. The period, during which 
we are to inhabit this earth, and enjoy our fpiritual advantages, 
or our worldly poffeffions and pleafures, is. confined:within very 
narrow'limits. ‘The oath of this mighty angel is, perhaps, juft, 
ready to be accomplifhed, and time zs clofing, and eternity-is o-- 
pening upon us. O that we may confider time and all.its con-. > 
cerns, as very fhortly to vanifh, that our thoughts and our cares 
may be direéted more and more to our own eternal intereft, and 
to that of our fellow-creatures. The Fudge is even at the door = 
Jet us endeavour therefore to be ready, let us improve every tran-" 
fient moment to the purpofes for which it was given us; and in 
thefe views of the brevity of time,. and the importance of prepa- 
ring for eternity, let us deteft all the pleafures and allurements of. 
fin; for they will foon appear like the my/ferious morfel of the: 
&,---11 apoftle, bitter as wormwood in the belly, though with deceitful. 
and fatal indulgence, we may, for a few moments, have rolled’ 
them, like a fweet morfel, under our tongues; vainly defiring to. | 
prolong thofe pleafures, which can ferve only to add more keen 


s 


and exquifite fenfibility to our future pain. 


So Roem. 


St Fobn is commanded to meafure the temple. 


Bikey, Cini DY XIV. 


‘The vifion of the angel commanding St Fobn to meafure the tem- 
ples and declaring that the Gentiles fhould tread down the outer- 
court: and that the two witnefes fhould be flain, and raifed 


from the dead, 


and received into heaven: after which, the tri- 


umphs of Divine vengeance over their enemies are celebrated. 


Rey. XI. 1,---18. 


ARE. Nila ts 
jAND there was gi- 
ven me a reed 


| “dike unto a rod, and 


the angel ftood, fay- 
ing, Rife, and mea- 
fure the temple of 
God, and the altar, 
and them that wor- 
hip therein. 


2 But the court 
which is without the 


temple-leave out, and » : : 
: be fuch great diforders introduced, that it /baH 


-be given to the Gentiles, and:they fhall trampley 


meatfure it not; for 
it is given unto the 
Gentiles: and the 
holy city fhall they 
tread under foot forty 
4nd two months. ~ 


3 And I will give 
power unto my two 
wit 


REVELATION: XI. 1. 


“f&\ ND when I had eaten the book according : 


to the Divine command, there was given 
to me, .as there was fhewn to Ezekiel, whole vi- 
fion bore fo great a refemblance to mine, (Iizek. 
xl. xhii.) @ reed, like a [meafuring] rod; and 
the angel, which had f{poken tome before, food 
by me, /aying, Arife, and meafure the temple of 
God *, and the altar, and the {pace filled by 
thofe who worfbip at it in the inner-court ; 
And the outer-court of the temple, throw out of 
the account, and mea/ure it not; for there fhall 


not only upon that, but upon the holy city, for 
the fpace of forty-two months : fuch corruptions 
fhall prevail in the Chriftian church, though by 
profeffion the holy city, and the temple of God, 
that they who pretend to be its inhabitants, and 
to worfhip in it, fhall be:no better, in the Di- 
vine account, than Gentiles. And, in the 
mean time, I will raife up fome to bear an uni- 
ted teftimony againft thefe growing corruptions ; 
and I will give io my two witnefes © an autho- 

. ‘ Tle 
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2 Meafure the temple of God.) From 

: the propertion between the area of the 
temple, and the outer-court, fuppofed to 
be as one to 3 and 1-half, Mr Mede, un- 
derftanding by the temple, the pure un- 
corrupted ftate of the church; and, by 
the outer-court, its corrupted ftate, endea- 
yours to prove, that the latter did not 
entirely commence till the beginning of 
the fifth century; inferring alfo from 
hence the authority of the four fir/t gene- 
ral councils. The argument may be {een 
at large in bis Works, p. 588, 589. Butit 
docs not feem to require a particular exa- 


3Hz 


‘ 


mination, efpecially in the face of fo ma- 
ny notorious errors, and abfurd fupertti- 
tions, as were evidently introduced into 
the church long before the time in que(ti- 
on. How Grotius fhould imagine it to 
fignify, that the temple thould not be re= 
built by Adriansthough Jerufalem fhould, 
is to me very furprifing: I doubt not but 
it fignifies the profanation of the church 
by, growing idolatry and fuperftition, tho’ 
fome few fhould preferve their purity, ~ 

b Two wiineffcs.} Some haye ftrange- 
ly fuppofed thefe are Enoch and Elijah, 
who are tocome to fight againft antichrilt. 
see 
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The two witneffes foall prophefy ; 
titative [commiffion, | and they fall prophefy all 
this while, that is, during the forty-two months, 
or a thoufand two hundred {and} fixty days, 

cleathed in fackclath °; to denote their afflicted 
condition. Thefe are dear and precious to 
me, as Jofhua and Zerubbabel among the Jews 
of old; and in reference to the emblems under 
which I reprefented thofe my faithful fervants, 
(Zech. iv. 3, 11, 14.) I may call thefe, the 
two olive-trees, and the two pale and fhin- 
ing lamps, who fiand before the God of the whole 
earth; high in his efteem, and continually i in 
his prefence; planted like olive-trees in his 
houfe, or kindled like the facred lamps in the 
candleftick of the fangtuary. And if any one 
will egeesle injure them, encouraged by the 
gentlenefs of their appearance, and the feeming 
weaknefs of their prefent ftate, he fhall find to 
his coft, that they are under an almighty pro- 
te€tion. Their cries to God fhall be heard, and 
fuch fudden and irrefiftible vengeance fhall fol- 
low, that fire fball feem to come out of their 
mouth 4, and devour their enemies at ohce: it 
fhall not merely fcorch and terrify, but utterly 
deftroy them : andI pronounce it again, Jf any 
oné will injure them, fo muft he be put to death. 
Thefe, detpifed as they are, have power with 
God, like my fervant Elijah of old, (1 ee 
xvii. 1.) by their prayers to /but heaven ‘, fo 


. that 
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witnefles, and they 
fhall prophefy a thou- 
fand twohundred and 


‘thréefcore days clo- 


thed in fackcloth, 


4 Thefe are the 
two olive-trees, ‘and 
the two candlefticks 
{tanding before the 
God of the earth. 


3s And if any man 
will hurt them, fire 
proceedeth out of 
their mouth, and de- 
voureth their ene- 
mies: and if anyman 
will’ hurt them, he 
mutt in this manner 
be killed. 


6 Thefe have 
power to fhut heaven, _ 
that 


See Limh. Theol. 7. xi. 31. Dr Moreun- 
derftands it of unpolluted prie/s, and 
faithful magi/trates, appearing for refor- 
mation. Others: of the Old and New 
Teftaments Bul thelearned Bifbop Llyod, 
of the Waldenfes and Albigenfes.  Per- 
haps it may fignify any wit? nelfes for refor- 
mation, who fhould be raifed up during 
this ‘period; illuftrated by fwo, as that 
concurring number was neceffary, accord~ 


ing to the Jaw, to make the teftimony ' 


valid; or to intimate, that their number 
fhould be but fmall. 
loc. who proves, there has been a fuccef= 
fion of faithful witnefles. 

©: Gloathed in fackcloih.} This was the 
habit of mourners, and fuited to their pro- 
phetic charaéter, fa, xx. 2. . This period 
is the fame with that after-defcribed, as 
the time of the women’s abode in the wil- 
dernefs, chap. xii..6. Dan. vii, 25. xii. 7. 

a ir e foall come out a f their mouth.) 1 


juftice 1 


See Mr Lowman in 


think it highly probable this expreffion 
may be figurative, and intended to express 
the awful vengeance which Chrift. will 
take on their enemies in that day when 
he is revealed in flaming fire, and when the 
injury received by any of his fervants, 
and efpecially his faithful witneffes, fhall 
be remembered, and their wrongs fully | 
avenged, 

€ Shut heaven, &c.} Lord. chief 
lefeems to think it is intimated’ 
here, that the f{pirit of Mofes and Elias, 
fhould be in them, Hlijah having called 
down fire from heaven, and hindered the 
rain; and Mofes having turned water inte 
blood. (See Hale's Contemp. vol. Il. page 
175.)—It indeed feems to intimate, that 
God would interpofe for their defence, as 
he Reade the caufe of his people and 
witneljcs of old, in the awful manner here 
defcribed. 


f£ Out 


Oe 


and the beaft fhall overcome and kill them: 


thet it rain not in the 
days of their prophe- 
ey: and have power 
over the waters to 
turn them to blood, 
and to fimite ‘the 
earth with all plagues, 
as often as they will. 


7 And when they 
fhall have finifhed 
thet teflimony, the 
beaft that afcendeth 
out of the bottomlefs 
pit, thall make war 
again(t them, ‘and 
fhall overcome them, 
and kill them. ' 

8 And their dead 
bodies fhall lie in the 
{treet of the great 
city, which fpiritual- 
ly is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where al- 
fo our Lord was cruci- 


fied. + 


9 And they of the’ 


people, and kindreds, 
and tongues, and na- 
tions, fhall fee their 
dead bodies three days 
and an half, and fhall 
not fuffer their dead 
bodies to be put in 
graves. : 

10 And they that 
dwell upon the earth 
fhall rejoice over 
them, and make mer- 


Yy> 


that no rain foall be fhowered down in the days of 


439 


S EGTs 
14. 


their prophecy; and, like Motes and Aaron, '* , 


(Exod. vii. 20.) they have power over the wa- 
ters, to turn them into blood, and to /mite the 
earth as often as they will, with every plague : 
{uch is the prevalence of their prayers with God, 
that they may be faid, as it were, to be armed 
with his omnipotence. And when they fhall 
bave finifbed their teftimony, according to the 
plan of Divine Providence, the fierce and /a- 
vage beafis, which afcends out of the aby/s §, and 
is afterwards to be defcribed, /dall make war a- 
gainfi them, and fhall conquer, and triumph over 
them for a while, and carry his fuccets fo far 
as to kill them. And their dead corpfes [fhall 
lie} unburied in the open ftreet of the great ci- 
ty ® which is fpiritually called, on account of 
its lewdnefs and perfecutions, SODOM and 
EGYPT *; where alfo our Lord was crucified ; 


much in his {piritual members, that he may be 
{aid to have been crucified over again. And 
[perfons] of [various] people, and tribes, and 
tongues, and nations, fball look on their dead to- 
dies three days and an half, and malicioully m- 
fult over them; and they fhall not permit their 
corpses to be laid in their graves which thould 
be prepared for them. And they who dwell 
upon the earth, fball rejoice over them, and be 

gl d, 

Sinem Ola Wvanmeaier 


£ Out of the abyfs.] By the abyfs Dr caufo fhould feem to be quite ruined. 


More underftands che fea, and thinks this 


h Sodom and Egypt. | 


The lewdne/s of 


paflage is to be explained by what follows, 
chap. xiii. 1. I am rather of opinion, 
it alludes to what Had been faid before, 
chap: ix. rr. where a king of the locujts is 
mentioned as a moft deftrudtive creature, 
called alfo the angel of the aby/s; and it is 
certain, the word Snpsov is ufed with this 
latitude. (Compare A@s xxviii. 4, 5.) 

& The great city.) Myr Fleming under- 
ftands this of the German, that is, the 
Roman empire; of which Bohemia was 
apart. Indeed, it is probable the whole 
Roman empire may be here reprefented, 
as one idolatrous and impure city; as elfe- 
where, the church of Chrif? is reprefented 
by one pure, holy, and glorious city. It 
may intimate the extreme per{ecution 
many of God’s witnefles fhould fuf- 
fer ; and that their enemies fhould 
triumph over them fo much, that his 


Sodom, and the cruelty of Egypt, are fo 
celebrated in /cripture, as to make them 
proper emblems of thefe evils in general. 
And the abominable wickednefs of the 
church of Rome, in both thefe refpeéts, (1 
fuppofe not to be equalled in any other 
fociety of men, calling themfelves a 
church,) is moft juftly, as well as fevere- 
ly, exprefled by thefe appellations. When 
one fees their places of worflip every-where 
adorned with images of a crucified Saviour, 
one would think, (as our Lord fays with 
ref{poct to the garniture which the per/e- 
cuting Pharifees beftowed upon the fepul 
chres of the ancient prophets, that they 
meant to perpetuate the memory of the 
dead with honour,) that thefe perfecutors 
intended to erucify Fefus in effigy: a fenti- 
ment, perhaps, not difagreeable to the 
original defign. 4 

i Three 
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XI. 6, 


that is, in the place, where he has fuffered fo — 


9 


Io 


/ 


ac And after three days and an half they will rife again. 


Secr.glad, and with mutual congratulation, /hall fend 
gifts to each other, to teftify their great exulta- 
| Rev. tion, becau/e thefe two prophets, who tormented 
Al. 10. thofe who dwelt upon the earth, by their plain 
and faithful remonitrances, fhall be entirely - 


ee 


it 


12 they faw fo tondassti a refurrection. 
they, that is, the witnefles, heard a great voice, 
saying unio them from heaven, in loud accents, 


x3 


ty, and fhall fend 
gifts one to anothers 
-ecaufe thefe two pro- 
phetstormented them 
that dwelt on the 
earth. . 


lenced; and, as they fuppofe, for ever removed 


out of any capacity of molefting them. 
thefe things I diftinctly faw, juit as the angel 
had reprefe nted them to me in his defcription 3 
and while I was looking, with the greatelt con- 
cern, upon the venerable.remains of thefe two 
excellent perfons, denied the common rites of 
bagi and expofed to all the infults of their 


xr And after three 
days and an half, the 
Spirit of life from 
God entered into~ 
them: and they ftood. 
vpon their feet, and 
great fear fell upon 
them which faw 
them, 


All 


enemies, I faw, that. after three days and an 
half i, the Spirit of hfe, eammunicated from 
God, who quickeneth all things, entered into 


_ them, and they flood upon their feet again, to res 


new their teflimony; and great fear imme- 
diately fell upon thofe who looked upon them, when 


which f hkewife diftinétly heard, 


ther; and they + accordingly safle up ta hea- , 
ven * in a-cloud, as our Lord had done in the 


And 12 And they heard 
> 4 great voice frem 
heaven, faying unte 
them, Come up hi- 
ther. And they ai- 
cended up to heaven 
in a cloud, and their 


enemies beheldthem. 


Come ye up hi- 


fight of his apoitles ; and their enemies, with ine 
finite furprife, and fruitlefs rage, looked on them, 


vellous event. 


_ without being able to hinder or oppofe the mar- 
And in that hour, as an earthe 


13 And the fame 


quake hour 


Dy bo C Veg Gap once 


i Three days and an half.| Very differ- 
ent interpretations have been given of this 
period of time. Mr Fleming thinks it to 
his purpote to obferve, that from the 
death of Andrew Pallicka, the laft Bohe- 
Mian martyr, to the appearance of Carol- 
fladius and Zuinglius, at the beginning of 
the reformation, was jutt three years and 
an half. See Flemmof the Refut. p. 144. 
‘The abovementioned Bifhop Lloyd ima- 
gined it was fulfilled in the flaughter of 
the Albigenfes and Waldenfes, in the 
year 1686; and they arofein 1690. He 
fuppofes Archbifhop Ufher’s celebrated 
prophecy a miftake of this place; he 
thouyht the, treading down the court was 
the affi€tion of external profeflors ; 
(whereas it was, indeed, the general pre- 
walence of idolatry in the church 3) and 
that the witref/es were {lain by the king of 
France, not by the pope; and that the 
earthquake, (ver. 13.) fignified the de- 


ftruction of the Kingdom of France. Some 
think here is an allufion to the time of 
our Saviour’s lying in the grave ; and 
that it intimates, that the time of the 
witneffes faffering, will be in proportion 
to the time of their prophecy, which is 
deferibed as a time of perfecution; and fo 
it comports with ibree: times and an half, 
1260 days, OF 42 months, It may, in 
general, fignify a certain limited time ; 
and, perhaps, three days and an half, may 
be mentioned, in reference to the ftate 
of a dead body, which will feldom keep 
longer without corruption. See Mr Low- 
man in loc. 

k Afcended up to heaven.] This was, , 
no doubt, to fignify, that the caufe of 
true and genuine Chriftianity fhould not 
only be revived, but exe/ted ; and that it 
fhould have fo iluftrious a triumph over 
all oppofition, as no earthly elevation was 
firfficient adequately to reprefent, ; 
1 Seven 


four was there a great 
¢arthquake, and the 
tenth part of the city 
fell, and in the earth- 
quake were flain of 
men feven thoufand : 
and the remnant were 
affrighted, and gave 
glory to the God of 
heaven. 


14 The fecond wo 
ig paft; and behold, 
the third wo cometh 
quickly. 


ts And the fe- 
venth angel founded 5; 
and there were great 
voices in heaven, fay- 
ing, The kingdoms 


- of this world are be- 


come the kingdoms of 
our Lord, and of his 
Chrift, and he fhall 
reign for ever and e- 
ver. 
16 And the four 
and twenty elders 
which fat before God 
on their feats, fell 
upon their faces, and 


worlhipped God, 


17 Saying, We 
give thee thanks, O 
Lord Ged Almighty, 
which ast, and watt, 
and art to come; be- 

. cafe 


| Lhe feventh trumpet founds. 


44k. 


quake attended the refurrection of our Lord, fo Seer. 


likewife, at the afcenfion of thefe witnefles, 
there was a great earthquake; and a tenth part 
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of the buildings of the city fell down to the XI! 13 


ground, magnificent and fumptuous.as they 
were; and feven thoufand men, tome of them of 
great name and figure, were hilled } by the 
earthquake; and the reft were terrified, and 
their alarm wrought more kindly upon them, 
than judgments had done upon fome others ; 
for they gave glory to the God of heaven, as the 
author of thefe awful events. The fecond wo 
is pafe (and] a terrible one it is; but let none 
imagine all ground of alarm is over, for dchald 
the third wo cometh quickly, to fucceed it. 

_ And the feventh angel founded; and. imme- 
diately there were great voices of thinder in 
heaven, faying, At length the happy, the tri- 
umphant period is approaching, and feems to be 
even already come; when it may be faid, that the 
kingdoms of the world are become {the kingdoms} 
of our Lord, and of his Chrifi ™, bis anointed 
Son; and he fhall reign for ever and. ever. 
And the twenty-four elders, that fat before the 
throne of God on their {plendid thrones, as alrea- 
dy defcribed, fell proftrate upon their faces, and 
worfbipped Ged with profound reverence, on 
hearing thefe glad tidings ; Saying, We give 
thanks unto thee, O Lerd God Almighty, who art, 
and who waft, and who art to come; we adore 
the triumphs of thine omnipotence, and of thy 


1s. 


16) 


a 


wifdom ; decaufe, though for a while thou didit 


fuf- 
BEY Oo PE w= -Se, ; i 


I Seven thoufand men were killed.] ‘This 
feems to reprefent feme great calumiiies, 
which were to befall the enemies of the 
reformation during the following period, 
and which would-be a great meatis of pro- 
moting it. 

m Téekingdoms of the world, &c.] The 
learned. Grotius, than whom no great 
commentator was ever more miftaken in 
his explication of this book, ftrangely 
finks the importance of the event here 
peferred to, by expounding it of the /iber- 


ty given to the Chriftians to profeis their, 


reHgion in Judea, when the Jews were 
banifhed. . Mr Mede;, and Mr Clark, 
refer it to the reformation. Dr Samuel 
Glare fays, Whether this, aid: the like 


paffages, foall have a:literal accomplifhment 
by the univerfal prevalency of the gofpel of 
peace upon carth, or onlyin the new heavens,, 
wherein dwelleth righteoufne/s, isa fecret tz 
the breaft of Providence, which we ought not to 
heower-confideat in explaining. See hisPojth- 
Seri. vol. Ul. p.296.* But it feeris pro- 
bable, that this may be defigned to inti- 
mate, that in the period of time, fignified: 
by the feventh trumpet, and the vials, fol- 

lowing it, there fhould be a triumph of 
the Chriftian' caufe in its power and purity, 
notwithftanding all the attempts madé to 
pervert-and corrupt its; which has been, 

in tact, the cafe. Compare chap. vi. ver. 

i, wote ™, 


442 


; 


Refleions on 


Sect. fuffer the intereft of thy kingdom to be in part 


14. 


Rev. 


_over-borne, as if the adverfary were ftronger 


than thou art, thow saft at length taken to thy- 


XI. 17. felf thy great power, and haft reigned with an 


18 uncontrouled dominion. 


were wroth, and were tranfported with rage and 
pride, that their vain f{chemes were thus power- 
fully oppofed: and having fuffered them, fora 
feafon, to exert their impotent efforts, thy wrath 
came in its awful turn; thou didft difplay the 
terrors of thy fuperior vengeance 5 and the time 
of the dead came, when they /hould be judged, and 
the blood of thy people avenged, and when a 
reward /hould be given to thy faithful fervants *, 
the infpired prophets, and to the faints, and, on 


And the nations: 


caufe thou haft takea 
to thee thy great 
power, and haft 
reigned. 


18 And, the nas 
tions wereangry, and 
thy wrath is come, 
and the time of the 
dead that they fhould 
be judged, and that - 
thou fhouldeft give 
reward unto thy ter- 
vants the prophets, 
and to the faints, and 
them that fear thy 
name, fmall © and 
great, and {houldeft 
deftroy them which 
deftroy the earth. 


the whole, to them that fear thy name, both fmall 
and great : for, fuch is thy goodnefs, that thou 
wilt not forget any one of them; and the period 
is at length come, [when thou} fbouldeft interpote 
in an awful and irrefiftible manner, to de/froy 
thofe that deftroy and corrupt the earth by their 
many vices; and particularly, by their cruel 
ravages, in perfecuting thofe, who were, with the 
greateft integrity of heart, folicitous to have re- 
formed it. 


DSM TOR OR ORS BONE ecw mone! - 


Ver. 2 Ube hath the court of God’s temple been trodden under foot by 


the Gentiles, and a party of very corrupt and degenerate Chri- 
ftians, (if they at all deferve the name, though they proudly ar-. 
rogate to themfelves the title of the Catholic church,) been intro- 
ducing and countenancing all the fopperies and abfurdities of pa- 
gan fuperftition, as well as more than the horrors of pagan cruel- 
ty, fo as indeed to have difgraced, not the go/pel alone, but Au- 
man nature itfelf. A wife and gracious Providence hath raifed 
up witneffes for the truth in all ages; and it is a fignal honour 
to bear a faithful and courageous teftimony againft thefe enormous 
corruptions, though it were unto bonds and imprifonment, and 
even at the expence of life. ‘Thofe noble and heroic confeflors 
God hath remarkably fupported; and, even when they had been 
in a ftate of mourning and oppreffion, they have borne their tefi- 
mony and prophefied; their prayers have been remembered before 


God, 
INGO Soda Be 
n Areward fhould be given to thy fer- be the final reward at the judgment-day. 


vanis.}.The reward to be given to allthat ‘This therefore reprefents that judgment-day 
fear God, both fmall and great, feems to as now veurly approaching. 


the cafe of the two witneffes. 
God, and many have been /mitten, who injured and opprefled 
them. But, notwith{tanding this, the beaft hath continued his 
war upon the faints, and their oppreffions have increafed, until, 
in many places, they have been caft down, and trodden in the 
duft, and their blood hath been poured out like water on the earth. 
Thus hath that great city, the metropolis of the world, once 
faithful and celebrated, become even as Sodom and Egypt, or even 
as ferufalem, where Chrift himfelf, our Divine Mafter, was cru- 
cified. ‘Thus have the enemies of the truth triumphed over the 
fervants of the Lord, and have erected trophies of their victory. 
But, thanks be to God, their triuraphs fhall not be perpetual ; 
Chrift our Redeemer will revive his expiring caufe, in a manner 


as glorious and wonderful as @ refurreétion from the dead: he » 


will glorify the remnant of his people; he will caufe the earth to 
tremble, and /oake down the towers of the enemy; and when the 
Jirft and the fecond wo is paf, will bring upon them a third and 
more terrible wo.. In the faith of this triumphant event let us 
rejoice ; and though in our day we fee not this glorious {cene, 
let us confider it as approaching, when the feventh angel [ball found, 
and when all the kingdoms of the earth fhall become the kingdoms 


of the Lord, and of his Chrift.’ Let our prayers do all that the. 


mott earneft prayers can do, towards promoting this great event. 
O Lord God Almighty, who art, and waft,.and art to come, we 
befeech thee to take to thy/elf thy great power and reign; for the 
proudeft of the enemies who oppofe thy kingdom reign, and even 
live, only by thy permiffion. Overbear, by the fuperior rebuke, 


the rage of the angry nations; and give patience to thy afflicted 1 


fervants, that if they fhould wait even till the dead be judged, they 
may never refign the hope of the reward which thou wilt atlength 
confer upon them ; not only on the prophets, and moft eminent 
and diftinguifhed of the faints, but on all them that fear thy glo- 
rious and tremendous name; on the fall, as weil as on the great; 
when the deffroyers of the church, and of the earth, fhall be de- 
firoyed tagether. Amen. 


Sek CHT, XV. 


Ona view of the temple of God, as opened in confequence. of the 
feventh trumpet, a vifion appears, reprefenting the multiplica- 
tion of the church, and the attempt to be made by the devil up- 
on it, under the emblem of a woman bringing forth a fon, at- 
tacked and perfecuted by a great dragon. Rev. Xl. 19. Mil. 


throughout. 
Rey. XU. 19. REvELATION XI. 19. 

AND the temple of ND when thefe aéts of adoration paffed, up- 
; eee on the founding of the feventh angel, t4e 


“Vol. VI. yeh temple 


146 


See 
14. 


Ver. 7 
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SECT. templeof God was opened in heawen ; and the 
vail, which feemed ‘to feparate the moft holy 
Rev. place, being drawn afide, the ark of his covenant 
XI.19- appeared in his temple ; to figmity.further mani- 
feftations of the Divine prefence, which were: 
now to: be made. 4nd as, when the law was gi- 
ven from mount Sinai, the whole atmofphere 


IS. 
Ley 


A woman in heaven cloathed with the fun, &c. 


God was opened 
in heaven, and there 
was feen in his tem- 
ple the ark of his tef- 
tament: and. there 
were lightnings, and 
and voices, and thun- 
derings, and an earth- 
quake,.and great hails 


- feemed ina violent commotion, which was com- 
municated to the moft folid parts of nature, fo 


Rey. 


z 


there were now lightnings, and loud and awful 


voices, and tiunders, and an earthquake, anda 
great ftorm of. hail, which had been defcribed ' 
as a circumftance attending the Divine appear- 


ance, under former difpenfations. 


Pfal. cxiv. 4. & fim.) 


And thus: ufhered in, 
XU. 1. there appeared a great fign in heaven, a woman 
of a beautiful and majeftic form, cloathed, as it 
were, with the radiance of the meridian /un, 
ftreaming forth on all fides; which I underftood, 
as an emblem of the church of Chrift, moft glo- 
rioufly arrayed through the comelinefs and luftre 


(Compare 

CuwAP. XII. x. 
And there appeared 
a great wonder in hea- 
ven; a woman clo- 
thed with the fun, 
and the moon under 
her feet, and upon: 
her head a crown of: 
twelve ftars. 


“which he puts-upon her: and the moon was. un- 
der her feet ; to fignify the conqueft which:the 
church fhould gain-over all fublunary enjoy-. 
ments and terrors: and wpon her head there was 
a crown of twelve flars; to reprefent the twelve 
apofties, who had been fo illuftrious an oma- 


ment to:that honoured fociety. 


nify the increafe’ of the Chriftian. church, this. 
woman, by which /be was. reprefented, being 
apparently pregnant, cried out’ in travail, and 
3x feemed as in violent pangs to be delivered. 
while, fhe was in thefe circumftances of extre- 
mity, there appeared another fign in. heaven = 
and behold! for it was a very memorable phe-- 
» there was a great red fiery dragon,. 
having Jeven heads, and ten horns*; and upon 


nomen 


And, to fig-- 2 And the being’ 
with child, cried, tra- 
vailing in birth, and 
pained to be delivered. 


And, / 3 And there ap= 
peared another won-. 
der in heaven, and 
behold, a great red. 
dragon, having feven, 
heads and:ten horns, 


and. 
his: 


N' One Dea Ey 


2 Dragon having feven heads, and ten 
horns.] 1 fappofe moft of my readers 


will know, that a dragon is a vaft ferpent 


of enormous-bulk; there is one of them, 
about 23 feet long, preferved in the repo- 
fitory of the royal sfociely And Job, the 
celebrated African, aflured me, that one 
of them carried away a live cow in its 
mouth, before his face. Nothing could 
be a more proper emblem of the perfecu- 
ting power, that, by the inftigation of 


Satan, attacked Chriftians; or rather, of” 
Satan, as inftigating thefe perfecuting 
powers, and thofe efpecially of Rome, 
under its different ftates, as heathen and: 
Chriftian; for the direffing agent was fill: 
the fame. I apprehend therefore, that 
the church is here reprefented, fir/t, as» 
pregnant, to fignify its tate while.the em- 
pire was heathen; the more vigorous {tate 
it afterwards arrived to, when fuch large 
acceflions were made to the number of 

Chri- 


vand feven crowns up- 
con his heads. 


4 And his tail 


- drew the third part of 


the {tars of heaven, 
and did ca{t them to 
the earth: and the 
dragon ftood before 
the woman which was 
xeady to be delivered, 
for to devour her 
child as foon as.it was 
born. 


s And fhe brought 
forth a man-child, 
who was to rule all 
Mations witha rod of 
dron : and her child 
was caught up unto 
God, and fo his 
#hrone. 


Chriftians, is defcribed by the birth of the 
child; and its ftate, when an almoft uzi- 
verfal corruption was introduced by its 
abode in the wilderne/s. 
the mean time, in all thefe various fuc- 
ceffions, labours, if poffible, to deftroy 


its interefts, 


b Mafculine fon.] As it was impoffi- 


it; at leaft to prevent the propagation of 


Her child is caught up to heaven: 
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his heads, feven crowns, on each of them one’; S¥cr. 


which reprefented Satan, the great enemy of 
the church, as animating a people, who were 
to anfwer, in a remarkable manner, to thefe my- 
fterious and fymbolical characters. 
appeared as having a long tail; and with it he 
took an horrible {weep over the compafs of a 
contiderable part of the heaven, on which he 
feemed to'ftand; and as it:then appeared as deck 
ed with ftars, whereby ‘Chriftian minifters 
were efpecially reprefented, his tail drew down 
a third part of the ftars of heaven, and caft them 
to the earth; which fignifies, that many, whofe 
‘bufinefs it was to enlighten and preferve others, 
fhould themfelves be corrupted, by the attempts 
of this great and fubtile deceiver, whofe artifice 
and rage were fo aptly reprefented, by the fedu- 
ing nature of the vaft and voracious dragon. 
And the dragon fiood directly before the woman 
who was about to bring forth, that when fhe was 
delivered, he might immediately devour her child, 
for whofe appearance he feemed eagerly to wait. 
And, to fignify the certain fuccefs of the church, 
and the care God would take to preferve it, /be, 
whom I faw in the vifion as the reprefentative 
of it, brought forth a mafculine fon”, a male- 
child, who appeared of a vigorous conftitution, 
and likely foon to advance to manhood ; who, 
as I then learned, was deftined by God to a 
moft glorious triumph over all oppofition ; fo as 
to rule all the nations with a rod of tron, which 
they fhould be unable fuccefsfully to refift. And, 
as the ftrength of this dragon feemed vaftly fu- 
perior to that of the woman, or the new-born 
infant, her child was, on a fudden, caught up to 
God, even to his throne, there to be guarded as 
the charge and favourite of heaven, insfull fecu- 
rity from all the rage of hisfurious and deftruc- 
tive enemies. (Compare 2 Kings xi. 23.) 

And 


Ny ,.0) TBs 

ble, that ov a fon, fhould be any other 
than appevx, a male, I conclude, that the 
conjunétion of thefe two words was in- 
tended to exprefs the vigorous con/titution 
of-the child, and what we properly call, 
a mafculine form, which may, or may 
not, be joined with the male fex. Such 
was Efau, who from thence had the name 
of a child fully made. Gen. xxv. 25. 

ae lex © Inta 


The dragon, in 


And he | 


Is. 


446° And fhe fies from a fiery dragon into the wildernefs. 


Stcr. 


FS: 
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AML 6. 


And the woman, his mother, fled into the wil- 
dernefs ©; by which circumftance was reprefent- 
ed to me, the obfcure condition in which true 
Chriftianity fhould, long remain, while antichri- 
ftian principles and praCtices every-where pre- 
vailed. -There fhe dwelt, where /be had a place 
prepared for her bythe ever-watchful Providence 
of God, that fhe might thére be nourifoed, one 
thoufand two hundred (and) fixty days 4: for 
God took care’that fhe fhould be nourithed, 


though in a wildernefs, raifing up friends and- 


fupporters for her, during that defolate and me- 
Jancholy time. And there was the appear- 
ance of a very formidable war in heaven, and 
feveral mighty battles feemed to be fought be- 
fore my fight; Michael, the great leader of God’s 
hoft, and therein an emblem of the great Em- 
manuel, and his angels, weve marthelled on the 
one fide; and they made war againft the dra- 
gon: and onthe other fide, the dragon made war 
‘with him; and his angels likewife, confifting of 


many legions of infernal fpirits, in confederacy 


8 


with the great head of the apoltafy, made war 
under him. Neverthele/s, they did not pre- 
vail againft the armies of God, neither was place 
found for them any more in heaven* 3 but, being 


6 And the womam 
fled into the wilde» 
nefs, where fhe hath 
a place prepared of 
God, that they fhould 
feed her there athou~ 
fand two hundred and 
threefeore days. 


4 And there was. 
war in heaven; Mi- 
chael and his angels 
fought againft the 
dragon, and the dga- , 
gon fought and his 
angels, 


8 And prevailed 
not, neither was their 
place found any more 


in heaven. 
un- 


NetOh aE as: 


© Into the wilderie/s.] Ythink I never 
met with a wilder interpretation thar 
that which Grotius gives of this place; 
referring it to the banifhment of Chriftia- 
nity out of Rome, into little neighbour- 
ing towns and villages, (which, in com- 
parifon of that capital city, might feem a 
-wilderne/s,) during the time of the feduc- 
tion of Simon Magus; an event neither 
certain in itfelf, nor, if ever fo certain, 
by any means anfwering to the defcription 
here given, and the great and important 
idea fugyelted and fo much infifted upon 
in this prophecy. Itis on the fame pre- 
carious principles that he explains the 
triumph of heaven on cajting out the dra- 
gon, of Simon’s being vanquifhed in his 
conteft with St Peter at Rome. 

d One thoufand two hundred and frxty 
days.) . Thete days are years of papal ulur- 
pation. Mr Fleming, (who hath the ho- 
nour here to be followed by Sir aac New- 
ton, and Mr Lowman, though, not as [ 
remember named by the former, whom 
the latter profefles co follow,) fuppotes 
them to begin in the year 736, when Pe- 


pin of France made a grant to the pope, 
of the temporal dominion of Rome, on the 
deftruétion of the Exarchate of Ravenna, 
to which that imperial city for a while 
belonged. Upon this the pope began the 
eighth head of Rome; and the ‘period of 
his continuing fo will end, about the 
year 20165 or if (which feems moft rea- 
fonable,) prophetical years be ufed in the 
computation, confifting of 360 days, a- 
bont 2000; which he fuppofes will be the 
beginning of the Millennium. Filem. of 
Ref. p. 120. 

€ Neither was place found for them any 
more.in heaven. } 


L once thought this re- 


ferred to a reprefentation made to the a- "— 


poftle, in the vifion, of the firft expulfion 
of Satan from heaven; but upon confider- 
ing that he, who is reprefented as caft out 


the accufer of the brethren, who had before 
been accufing them day and night before God 3- 
I was induced to change my mind. On 
the whole, I am extremely dubions about 


‘this, and refer it to further confideration,” 


whether this may not fignify the conqueft 
‘of 


By 


of the Divine prefencé, is deferibed as) | 


The dragon is conquered by Michael : Be 


unable to ftand their ground, they feemed to be Secr. | 


» And the great 
dragon was caft out, 
that old ferpent, call- 
ed the devil, and Sa- 
tan, which deceiveth 
the whole world: he 
was ca{t out into the 
earth, and his angels 
were caft out with 
him. 


1o And I heard a 
Joud voice, faying 
in heaven, Now is 
come falvation, and 
ftrength, and the 
kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his 
Chrift: for the accu- 
fer of our brethren is 
caft down, which ac- 
cufed them before 
God day and night. 


xz And they over- 
came him by the 
blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of 
their teftimony ; and 
they loved not their 
lives unto the death. 


12 Therefore re- 


_ ~~ joice, ye heavens, and 


ye that dwellin them. 
Wo 


of Satan by Chrift, by the firft publica- 
tion of the go/pel. Mr Lowman  inter- 
prets it of the victory over Satan and his 
power, when Chriftianity had fully pre- 


expelled, and fall down to the earth. And 
thus the great, furious and voracious dragon was 
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1s. 


Rev. 


caft out ; [even] the old ferpent, fo long expe- XI. 9. 


rienced in the arts of mifchief; who, from his 
falfehood, is called the devil, or the falfe accu- 
fer ; and from his malice, Satan, or the general 
adverfary: he, who deceives the whole world by his 
fubtile temptations, was caf? out of heaven, and 
funk down to the earth ; and his confederate an- 
gels were caft out with him, following him in his 
ruin, as they had done in his guilt. And I 
bearda great voice faying in heaven, Now is come 
the long-expected falvation ; and the power, and 
the kingdom of our God, is now exerted and efta- 
blithed ; and the authority of his Chrift hall now 
prevail againft all oppofition; becau/e the malig- 
nant and perfidious accufer of our brethren is 
now caft out, who carried his malice to fuch a 
height, that he accu/ed them before our God day 
and night: unreftrained by a fenfe of the Di- 
vine prefence, he was ready, as in the inftance 
of Job, (Job i. 9. il. 5.) continually to charge 
them with the greateft evils before him, who 
was indeed the Witnefs of their integrity. 4nd 
now they have overcame him, formidable as he 
appeared, with all his confederate angels ; and 
it is by the blood of the Lamb they have gained 
this glorious viCtory : its facred efhcacy has pro- 
cured them Divine ftrength and grace; and the 


It 


remembrance of it has wrought powerfully on - 


their fouls. And their viCtory has been, under 
this, in a great meafure, occafioned by the word 
of their teftimony ; by that word of the gofpel, 
to which they had borne their teftimony with fo 
much fidelity, and at fo great an expence; for 
they loved not their lives, unto the death: they 
expofed themfelves to the greateft dangers, and 
many of them a€iually met their death in this 
lorious confliét; but they fell to rife, and 
triumph, and reign. And therefore rejoice 
ye heavens, and ye who inhabit them, and, as it 
were, 
Ni Or PE. 

vailed over heathenifm in the empire, 
and when an effe€tual {top was put to the 
Mahometan impoftor in theie weftern 


arts. 
‘ f Fly 


t 


fe 


ta 


2 


16 


7 


Yet continues to perfecute the woman. 


- were, pitch your tents there: let all the celeftial 
armies proclaim the vidtory with joy. But wa 
to thofe that inhabit the terraqueous globe, con- 


- fitting of the earth and the fea; for the devil is 


come down to you, having great wrath, becaufe 
he knoweth that he hath but a fhort time; and, 
therefore, is malicioufly bent to make the moft 
he can of it, exerting one powerful] effort more 
to eftablith and confirm his caufe. And when 
the dragon faw that he was caft out on the earth, 
1 perceived him to be greatly enraged; and faw, 
that, mindful of the original Ae the late war, 
he perfecuted the woman who had brought forth 
a male-child. ad, to fignify the extraordi- 
nary provilion that fhould be made for her deli- 
verance, there were.immediately given to the 
woman two wings, like thofe of a great and 
{trong eagle, that fhe might fly into the wilder- 
nels f, f, unto her place, which, as I obferved be- 
fore, was appointed for her; where, as I faid, 
Soe is nourifoed for one thoufand two waded 


and fixty days; thats, for a time, or one year, | 


and times, or two years, ‘and half a time, or year, 
that is, for three years and an half, which is the 
fame period. And thus fhe was hid from the 
Jace of the ferpent, and pretferved from his de- 
{tructive efforts. And the serpent threw out 
of his mouth a flood of water, like a river 8, af- 
ter the woman, as fhe was winging her flight 
from him, that he might caufe her to be carried 
away by the fiream. And the earth affifted the 
womans; and the earth opened its mouth, and 
drank up the one which the dragon threw out 
of his mouth, fo that it funk as faft as it fell, 

and could not twa into fuch a formidable cur- 
rent as he feemed to have intended it fhould. 
And the dragon was enraged againft the woman, 


to 
Wy Oly Babi Se 


Wo to the inhabiters 
of the earth; and of | 
the fea! for the devil: 
is come down: unte 
you, having great 
wrath, becaufe he 
knoweth that he hath 
but a fhort time. 


13 And when the 
dragon faw that he 
was calt unto’ the 
earth, he perfecuted 
the woman which 
brought forth the 
man-child. 

14 And to the wo-~ 
Iman were given two 
wings of a great ea gle, 
that the might Ay i in- 
to the wilder nefs, in= 
to her place: where 
fhe is nourifhed for a 
time, and times, and 
half a time, from the 
face of the ferpent, 


1s And the ferpent 
caft out of his mouth 
water as a flood, af- 
ter the woman; that 
he might canfe her to 
be carried away of 
the flood. 

16 And the earth 
helped the woman, 
and the earth opened 
her mouth, and fwal- 
lowed up the flood 
which the dragon caft. | 
out-of his mouth. . 

17 And the: dra- 
gon was wroth with 
the 


f Fly into the wildernefs.] "This is the and of thofe perfecuting powers whom he 


fame event that was reprefented ver. 6. 

8 A flood of water, like ariver.]  Per- 
haps this is one of the arvifices which 
thefe enormous creatures make ufe of to 
beat down their prey, when flying from 
them; though I cannot, at prefent, re- 
member any paflage that illuftrates it. 

\ h The earth affited the woman, &c. | 
This may intimate, that notwith{tanding 
all the violent and cruel attempts of Satan, 


inftigates, God will raife up fome perfons, 
(and perhaps, as Mr Lowman obferves, ° 
it may mean, fome perfons of power and 
authority in the world,) to proteét his: 
witnefjes, and fecure many of thofe who 
faithfully retain the teltimony of Jefus 5 
and to prevent pure religion from being 
entirely overborne and loft. And this has 
been in faét, the cafe in many nations; 
and particularly in this. 


————————SSS 
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Reflections on the vifion of the woman in heaven. 449 
the woman, and went to fee all his efforts againft her defeated by afu- Sect. 
to make war with the 15. 
semnant of her feed, P&tior power; and he went away to excite new ; 
which keep the com- troubles, and to make war again{ft the woman, Rev. 
mandments of God, ; | XIL.17- 
Bash gh a Ol and againjt i heclocats Cees even as ? 
ny of Jefus Chrift, Many as might by any means be brought within 

his reach ; nor did he {pare any of thofe who 

keep the commandments of God inviolable, and 

have the courage to retain, at the greateft ex- 

pence or hazard, the teflimony of Fefus Chrift, im 
- his pure uncorrupted gofpel. 


ETRE PEER Oo Boe NOOR 


AM) Harever concealed and unknown wonders may be inti- 
mated in /ome parts of this grand and awful vifion, in others 
it contains very obvious and important inftructions.---While we 
are beholding this emdlematical reprefentation of the Chrifiian Ver. 
church, \et us adore the great original Sun of righteoufnefs, who ' * 
has decked her with his glorious beams, and will at length caufe 
every faithful member of this blefled fociety, to /hine forth as the 
Sun in his Father’s kingdom. And let us be defirous of treading 
this changeable and uncertain world under our feet.---Let us 
thankfully own the hand which has crowned the church with the 
apofiles, as with a diadem; and, taught by their precepts, and 
infpired by their example, let us prepare ourfelves for that facred 
war, to which we are called, the war againft the devil, and his 
confederates hofts. It is, indeed, under a very formidable type, 
that he is here reprefented :---His cruelty, his fubtilty, his expe- 
rrenee in all the arts of deftruCtion, are painted out with dread- 
ful propriety, in the old ferpent, the great dragon ; but, formi- 
dable as his violence, or artful and potent as the contcderacy of 
infernal fpirits may be, here is a victory gained over him, which 
ealls for the congratulation of all the armies of the Lord: the dra- 
gon and his angels are caft out ; the faints are enabled to triumph 
ever him, feeble and impotent as they are. But, in what way 
are they able to overcome him? Jt is by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of their teftimony. Initru€tive and edifying ad- xs 
monition! Let this be our confidence, even the banner of the 
crofs, the blood of the Saviour, who died upon it; and, in this 
fignal, we fhall come off conquerors too; faith in him thall be 
our fhield; the word of God thall be wen Palee d, the [word of the 
Spirit ; and Satan, thus re efifted, thall flee before us, (James 
iv. 7.)3 In vain are the floods of temptation, which he may at- 
tempt to throw out of his mouth, to debauch our principles, or 15,16 
practices; they fhall be entirely /wallowed up. And though the 
church be for a while in the wilderne/s, it fall be happily /bel- 
tered, and tenderly nourijhed; there, its members fhall be in fafe- 
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ty, as if they were taken up to God, even unto his throne, tll the 
time which he has appointed for its triumph. In the mean- 
while, however the fons of malice, under the inftruction and in- 
fluence of the great accu/er of the brethren, may defame them ; 
however perfecution may. attack and harrafs. them ; let them be 
courageous and undaunted, not loving their lives evento the 
death, in the caufe of Chrift; for, though they fall, they fall 
rife again to certain victory and glory; nor fhall death bring 
down their heads fo low, as to render them unworthy of wearing 
a crown of eternal life. 


Bees Pitt Siva 


The vifion of the two beafts, and the outrages committed by them. 
Rev. XIII. throughout. 


REVELATION XIIf. 1. Rev. XIIL 2. 
Ar? I flood upon the fand of the fea, asTap- ANP lL ftood upon 


prehended in the vifion, and faw a fierce ee 
and /avage-beaft * afcending out of the fea, ha- 
ving feven heads, and ten horns ; to intimate the 
city of Rome ftanding upon feven hills, and the 
ten kingdoms into which its dominions were 
to be divided: and upon his horns [were] ten 
diadems ; to fignify the royal power that was to 
be found in each: and on his heads (there were] 
names of blafphemy », fuch names as it was. moft 
profane and blafphemous to aflume. 

And the beaft which I faw, was, as to the 
form of the greater part of its body, like a leo- 
pard; and its feet [were] like thofe of a bear, 
to fignify its exceeding great fiercenefs ; and its 
mouth was like the mouth of a roaring and furious 
lion: and the dragon, who ftill appeared on the 
vifionary {cene, that is, the devil,.gave him, 


by 
No sO be eee 


fea, and faw a beaft 
rife up out of the fea, 
having feven heads 
and ten horns, and 
upon his horns ten 
crowns, and upon his 
heads the name of 
blafphemy. 


» 


2 And the beaft 
which I faw was like 
unto a leopard, and 
his feet were as the 
feet of a bear, and his 
mouth as the mouth 
of a lion: and the 
dragon gave him his 

power, 


a Savage-beaft.] This I underftand of 
the papal power, as exercifed by the 
bifhop of Rome, fupported by his regular 
clergy, and by thofe fecular princes, who 
have given up their name and power to 
him. And when the dragon is faid to 

ive him his power and throne, &c. ver. 2. 
it intimates, that he fhould have his feat 
or refidence there, where the dragon had 
reigned, even at Rome; which had been 
the feat of idolatry and perfecution during 
its pagan ftate. 


b Names of blafphemy.] They mutt 
have very little acquaintance with the 
arrogant titles, which have been affumed 
or admitted by the popes, who difcern 
not in them a very remarkable illuftra- 
tion’of ¢his circumftance of the prophefy. 
—Inftead of ovoxe, the common reading, 
I think ovogera, names, in the plural, 
which is fupported by the authority of the 
Alexandrian, and other manufcripts, to be 
preferable. 


© Never 


One of its heads, being wounded, is healed again. 


Power, and his feat, 


“@nd great authority. 


‘ 
\ 


% 


3 And I faw one of 


- 


his heads, as it were 
‘wounded to déath: 


and his deadly wound 
was healed; and all 
the world wondered 
after the beaft. 


4 And they wof- 
fhipped the dragon 
which gave power 
unto the beaft: and 
they worfhipped the 
dealt, faying, Who 
is like unto the beaft ? 
who is able to make 
war with him? 


/ 


5 And there was 
given unto him a 
mouth {peaking great 
things, and blafphe- 
mies; and power was 
given unto him to 
continue forty and 
two months, 


_chievous purpofes. 


by folemn delegation, his power, and his throne, 
and great authority in his kingdom; fo that this 
beaft feemed to be conttituted his vicegerent, 


however he might pretend to reprefent a very 


different perfon. 

And I faw one of his heads wounded, as it 
were, to death; that is, in {uch a manner, that 
a recovery feemed impoflible; to fignify thofe 
early efforts, which fhould be made, to put a 
ftop' to the ufurpation, cruelties, and blafphemy, 
reprefented by thefe heads, and the names writ- 
tenon them. And yet its mortal wound, as one 
would have thought it muft have proved, was 
unaccountably healed. And the whole earth won 
dered at fo ftrange an event, [and] they [fol- 
lowed] after the wild beaft, thinking a greater 
argument of its extraordinary power arofe from 
its Cures than could have taken place, had he 
never been wounded at all °. And they, that 
is, the inhabitants of the earth, wor/bipped the 
dragon, who gave his authority to the wild beaft ; 
and they worfbipped the wild beaft, even as with 
God-like adoration, /aying, Who, that pretends 
to Deity in heaven, or earth, [is] like unto the 
beaft? or who can ever prefume to make war 
againft him, fince his power is fo well eftablith- 
ed, without hazard of immediate or certain de- 
ftruction ? And there was given to it, that 
is, to this monfter, a mouth, /peaking great 
things, and blafphemy, ‘as with a human voice ; 
to fignify that it was influenced by that being, 
who, afluming the form and organs of a brute, 
had ufed the power of f{peech for the moft mil- 
And there was allo given 
unto it power to make war 4 with the faints, 
with fome apparent advantage, for the term a- 
bove-mentioned, of forty-two months ; that is; 

one 
eG Oe LT VK JB: 


' € Never beeh worinded at all.) It is 
eertain that ineffectual efforts, to recover 
the liberty and purity of the church, have 
fometimes been improved into occafions 
of further u/urpations ; and many haye 
been intimidated by them from making 
any further attempts. Yet they are not 
entircly deftitute of their good effects, as 
they at leaft deliver the fouls of thofe 
who have exerted their utmeft ability 
in making them 5 and may afterwards 
Vou. VI. I 3 


be productive of better fruits and conie- 
quences. 

d Power to make war: coremov rome. | 
Out tranflators have followed thofe copies, 
which omit the word zovzuov, and have 
rendered voimocs, continue; a fente which, 
it mutt be owned, it fometimes bears, 
particularly, Aidts xv. 33. xx. 3. but { 
have chofén to rely on thote copies, which 
retain the'werd vorcuov. See ver. 7. 
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453. It makes war with the faints. 
Sect. one thoufand twelve hundred and fixty prophe- 
sti : pened his infernal 
, tic days or years And he opened 4 it go ae apie. 
Rev. mouth to utter blafphemy againfi God, even to y againft God, to 
XIL.6. blafpheme his holy and venerable name, and his plafpheme bis name, 


6 And he opened: 


5 a defection. 


tabernacle pitched among men; and, not onl 

did he fpeak malignant things againft the inha- 
bitants of the earth, but even again{t thofe that 
dwell in heaven *. (Compare Dan. xi. 36.) 
And it was, by Divine permiflion, given unto 
him to make war with thé faints, and to over- 
‘come them for atime; and fo univerfal was the 
fuccefs ‘of his pernicious undertakings, that it 


- feemed, as if there was given to him power over 


every tribe, and tongue, and nation. And alt 
the inhabitants of the earth fhall be fo deluded 
with his artifices, or intimidated by his terrors,. 
that they /hall wor/bip him ‘, that is, all whofe 
names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb, who was flain, for fome were regiftered 


. in that book even from the foundation of the 


world &; and they fhall, by a fecret energy, be 
preferved in the midft of fo general and rumous 
If any. one has an ear to hear, 
let him attentively hear this; for it is a matter 
of a moft important nature, and the moft fur- 
prifing phenomenon which can be imagined,. 
that fuch an idolatrous and perfecuting power 


and his tabernacle, 
and them: that dwell 
in heaven, 


7 And it was given 
unto him to make 
war with the faints, 
and to’ overcome 
them: and power 
was given him over 
all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations. 

8 And all -that 
dwell upon the earth 
fhall worfhip him,. 
whofe names aré not 
written in the hook of 
life of the Lamb flair, 
from the foundation. 
of the world. 


9 If any man have 
an ear, let him hear. 


fhould arife in the Chriftian church, and that 


God 


Ne OF Ese Sk 


© Thofe that dwellin heaven.) It is very 
injurious to the faints and angels, when 
they are reprefented as defirous of attrac- 
ting to themfelves that worfhip which 
ought to be appropriated to God; and 
nothing worfe can be imagined of them, 
than that they fhould be delighted with 


~ fuch fervices as are paid them in the Ro- 


mith ritual. 

£ The inhabitants of the earth fhall wor- 
foip him.) The extravagant idolatry here 
mentioned, is very fuitable to the temper 
and praftice of thofe, who, in: order to 
avoid perfecution, comply with the claims 
and demands of the papal power, contrary 
to their confcience; for, it is the language 
of fuch a compliance, that the wrath of 
men is more to be dreaded than that of God 
himfelf. ‘ 

& Regiftered from the foundation of the 
world.| 1 am well aware of what has 
been faid to juftify the fenfe which thefe 
words muit have, if taken in conneGion 


with thofe which immediately precede: 
them; but, after all, it is very harth to- 

fay, Chri/t was flain from the foundation of 
the world. He is in another place called. 
fimply, the Lamb flain, Rev. v. r2. and 

~a kingdom is faid to be prepared for good 

men from the foundation of the world, Mat. 
xxv. 34. And, laying thefe things toge= 

ther, I think it abundantly fufficient tov 
juttify the interpretation I have here gie 

ven, efpecially when compared with ano- 

ther paffage in this book, chap. xvii. 8. 

whofe names were not written in the book of 
life from the foundation of the world, Mc‘ 
Peirce thinks, it is an allufion to the cuf- 

tom of regijtering the aétions of worthy 

perfons, as Mal. iii. ry. undoubtedly is'$2 
and, that this book of life is, as it were, 
the catalogue of good men that have lived: 
in allages. Peirce on Phil. iv. 3. But I 

cannot be of opinion, that this exhautts. 
the full meaning of the expreffion. 


“ bh Ayo 


Another beaft arifeth out of the earth: 


0 He that leadeth 
into captivity, fhall 
go into captivity: he 
that killeth with the 
fword, muft be kill- 
ed with the fword. 
Here is the patience 
and the faith of the 
faints. 


ar And I beheld 
another beaft-comin 
up out of the earth; 
and he had two horns 
dike a lamb, and he 
tpake asa dragon, 


1z And he exerci- 
feth all the power of 
the firft beaft before 
him, and caufeth the 
earth, and them 
which dwell, therein, 
to worlhip the firft 
beaft, whofe deadly 
wound was healed. 


13 And he doeth 
great wonders, fo 
that he meketh fire 
«come down from hea- 
ven on the earth in 
the fight of men, 
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God fhould fuffer it fo far to prevail. 
verthelefs, God will not forget the injuries his , 
people fuftain; but, if any one lead [them] into 
captivity, he fhall be led into captivity himfelf by 
a {uperior power, which he {hall not be able to 
refift; and, #f any one flay others with the fword 
of injuftice and cruelty, he shall him/felf be flain 
with the fword of Divine vengeance, when God 
comes to make inquifition for blood. In the 
mean time, while they are waiting for his ap- 
pearance, ere is a fuflicient exercife for the pa- 
tience and the faith of the faints : itis the great- 
eft trial to which they were ever brought; let 
them therefore confider themfelves as called 
out by God to it, and be affured that he will 
limit it both as to its duration and degree, in a 
manner an{werable to the purpofes of his infi- 
nite wifdom, and -of his peculiar love to them. 
And, to reprefent a very crafty and infidious 
power, which fhould join with the former, and 
greatly abet its fanguinary perfecutions, J faw 
another beaft » afcending out of thevearthi ; and 
it had two horns, like a lamb; but, whatever 
gentlenefs there might be in that circumftance 
of its appearance, it /pake like a dragon. And, 
{uch is the nature of their alliance, that it ex- 
ercifes all the power of the firft beaft, in its pre- 
fence; and it makes the earth, and.thofe that 
dwell in it, to wor/bip the firft beaft, whofe dead- 
ly wound was healed, whofe intereft, which 
feemed fo much endangered, was greatly revi- 
ved, being thus powerfully abetted and fupport- 
ed. And he, in order to confirm his fubtil 
pretences to lord it over the confciences of men, 
does great miracles *, fo as even to make fire 
come down from heaven to earth before men; 

' ftrange 


il 


red 
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tions between them the more remarkable; 


h Another beaft.] As look upon the 
§ormer to be the papal power, I am ready, 
with the beft critics I know, to interpret 
this of the religious orders of the church of 
Rome, (particularly that of the Jefuits,) 
who have many of them temporal eftates 
and jurifdi€tions added to their fpiritual, 
and thus have greatly fupported the papa- 
cy. 

i Out of the earth.| This beaft is faid 
to afcend from the earth, whereas the other 
afcended from the fea, to make the dijfinc- 


3 2 


but what other myftery may be faggefted, 
I cannot conjecture. 

k Great miracles.| ‘The artful impa/~ 
tures, which the regular clergy, that is, 
the feveral orders of monks, and efpeci- 
ally the Jefuits, have ufed to perfuade the 
people of the truth of their pretended 
miracles and revelations, feem to be fine- 


dy delineated by this otherwife amazing 


defcription. 
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16 to death. 


17 jets and property, 


t E s 


And caufeth all to recerve bis mark. 
Seen. ftrange artifices he has, to.perfuade them of his 
being endowed with more than natural powers, 


and that the vengeance of heaven will be armed 
Rev. againft all that oppofe him! 


Jpeak with an audible voice. 


veth the inhabitants of the eart 
which it is given him to-do before the beaft ; com- 
manding the inhabitants of the earth, to make 
an image of the beaft, that had the wound of the 
fword, and yet lived; that is, he teaches men 
' to extol, and almoft adore, that which in itfelf 
15 is moft contemptible and deteftable. 
was given_to him by a Divine permiflion, te 
give {pirit and breath, as it were, to the image 
of the beaft', that the image of the beaft might 
And, fo zealous 
and powerful is he in abetting this caufe, that 
by this its oracle, he fhould cau/e as many as 
will not worfbip the mage of the beaft, to be put 
And he caufeth all, of every rank 
and condition, both fmall and great, rich and 
poor, freemen and flaves, to receive the mark of 
this deteftable power, on their 
their foreheads, in token of becoming its fub- 
And, {o rigoroutly is this 
enforced, that no one fbould be able to buy, or 
fell, but one who bas fome fuch trace of the 
mark ™, or the name of the beaft, 
which is equivalent to the numeral letters of his 
name, and which I thought, in the vifion, I faw 
imprefled on the hands and foreheads of many. 
18 Herein is a great effort of wi/dom; let him, 
therefore, whoever he be, who hath an enlarged 
and penetrating wnderflanding, beyond what is 
common, campute the number of the beaft ; for 


24 And deceiveth 
them that dwell on 
theearth, by the mearis — 
of thofe miracles 
which he hath power 
to do, in the fight of 
the beaft; faying to. 
them that dwell on 
the earth, that they 
fhould make an image 
to the beaft which had 
the wound byafword, » 
and did live. 

1s And he had 
power to give life un= 
to the image of the 
beafk, that the image 
of the beaft fhould 
both fpeak, and caufe. 
that.as many as would 
not worlhip the image 
of the beaft, fhould 
be killed. 

26 And he caufeth, 
all, both finall and 
great, rich and poor, 
trée and bond, to re- 
ceive a mark in their 
right-hand, or in 
their foreheads. 

17 And that no 
man might buy or 
fell, fave he that had 
the mark, or the 
name of the beaft, 
or the number of his 
name. : 

18 Here is wifdom. 
Let him that hath 
underttanding count 
the number of the 
beaft: for it is the 

i num- 


And he decei- 
b by the figns 


And it 


right-hand, or 


or the number, 


it 
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1 Image of the beaft.] What the image 
of the beujt is, diftin€& from the bea/tit/elf, 
1 confets, I know nots and therefote in- 
terpret the expreffions, making an image, 
and giving it breath, &c. of idolizing the 
power of the pope, and compelling per- 
fons to pay homage to it, and obey the 
ediéts it publithed.. And all the enor- 
mous fury of the inquifition, which is ma- 
naged by one of the regular orders inclu- 
ded in this interpretation, namely, the 
dominican, is a remarkable verification of 
the following part of the prophecy, of its 
caujfing all that would not worship it to be put 


- , Y 
60 Gea. 


M Receive the mark.] ¥ have elfewhere 
obferved, (Serm. to young people, Serm. 
iv. p. 79.) that it was cuftomary to mark 
Soldiers and. flaves with fome impreffions, 
either on their hands, or foreheads, by 
which they might be known to belong to 
their ref{pe€tive ma/fers, or commanders ; 
and idolaters, with the fignature of the 
god they worlhipped. Perhaps this may 
particularly refer to the facramenis which 
the people are obliged, on the higheft.pe- 
nalty, to receive from the Romijh priej?s, 
and which none can receive without fuch 
Juperftitious and idolatrous rites, as are, in 
eee, worfhipping the image of the bealt. 

un Phe 


fix. 


_ Reflections on the two beafts. 


gumber of man; and 7¢ 7s the number of a man ®, or the numeral let- 
his dumber is fix hun- ‘th f Pa b 

dred threeicore’ and tects in the name of a man, and his number iss 
and amounts on the whole, to /ix hundred and 
Jixty-fix ; which I leave to the intelligent rea- 
der to decypher. 


’ 


FDEP BRNO 8 ye IB IE Oe, 
Ay Hover: is the beaff intended, and whatever be meant by 


his image, his charaéter, beyond all controverfy, 1 1s very O- 
dious and deteftable; for he is reprefented as bla/pheming the name 
of God, and his tabernacle, and as making war with the faints. 
There have arifen fuch impious monfters in the Chriftian church, 
and none among them have been more openly and enormoutl 
wicked and profane, than thoie who have made the loudeft pre- 
tenfions to be the vicegerents of Chriji, and invefted with his 
whole authority. Many of the /aints of God have feemed to have 
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been overcome by this antichriflian tyranny; many have been /ed te 


into captivity; many have been /lain with the fword: but thofe 
who took them captive, continuing pee aoe thall be taken, 
and the flayers flain. O, may our names be written in the Lamb’s 


book of life! then fhall we be fecure in the mid{ft of all thefe for- 


gaidable evils ; and, from every trial of our faith and patience, 


fhall come out as gold feven times purified.---Let us not be troubled 
and offended, to difcern thefe u/urpations in the courfe of Divine 
Providence prevailing, and the time actually come, in many parts 
of the world, in which men can neither buy nor /e//, nor are per- 
mitted to enjoy any other natural or civil privilege, if they will 
not give up their names to the beaft, receive his mark, and impli- 
citely fubmit to his authority. The prophecy juftly removes all 
of ence which might be taken at the event ; and, difcerning its ac- 
complifhment, we may embolden our hopes, that the triumphs 
of Divine juftice over thefe minifters of the anigat as they are 


alfo 
: NiO: TE} 
. The number of a man, &e.] Of all ted, as it fixes the rife of the beaj? to the 


the various interpretations iven to: this 
text, which it would be endlefs ta enume- 
rate, and much more to canvas, I find 
none that pleafes me fo well, as that of 
Sir Ifaac Newton; that the words aalew@ 


- and ment, the man of Latium, or of Rome, 


taken together, 
“And { 


whote xumeral letters, 
make 666, are here referred to. 


‘f{uppofe this number is mentioned to fig- 


nify, that the appearance of that power, 
whofe efforts were to continue 1260 years, 


(compare chap. xii. 6. note 4,) was to. 


happen about 666 years, after the date of 
the revelations. A.D. 96. And this I 
take to be the grand key by which the 
ara of the-fa// of Baby loni is to be calcula- 


year 756, or thereabouts, when, upon 
the deftruétion of the exarchate of Raven~ 
na, the pope became a temporal monarch ; 
that is, in prophetic language, a bea/t. 
See many other conjectures in Limborch’s 
Theol. 7. xi. 19. Mr Potter thinks the 
number referred to is the cube rool of 666, 
namely, 25, (which has led Dr More to 
fix upon number rz, relating to the church 
of Chrift, and number 25 relating to an- 
tichrift ; ) "and concludes further, that the 
exa cube is not mentioned, to prevent 
too fudden a difcovery. Compare More’s 
Theol. p. 134. Grotius’ referring it to 
Trajan is very ungrounded, in every view. 


Ty 


456 . The Lamb is reprefented fianding on mount Sion ; 
Secr. alfo foretold, will be fulfilled with the like punctuality. And O, 


16. 


may the church of God be fecured from. their artifices, and fone 


Ver. tified againtt their terrors; and, in his own due time, may he 
13, 14, break the jaw-bone of the wicked! May he utterly difarm all the 


power and policy of thofe who take counfel together againft the 
Lord and his Anointed; and though their confederacies may feem 


a2 to mock all human oppofition, yet, at his appearance, they fhall 
melt away as {now before the fun, when the time to remember 


Sion, yea, the fet time is come. (Pfal. cil. 13. 


SO eX VIL, 


The vifion i the Lamb ftanding upon mount Sion, furrounded with 
thofe whom he had redeemed ; and of. feveral mighty angels, pro- 
claiming his vengeance upon the beaft, and upen thofe that wor- 


Joip him, Rev. XIV, throughout. 


REVELATION AV. 


sect. A-ND, while thefe terrible pbjede were be- A 


27 fete me, J looked, and. beheld another ob- 
6 Savile: jeQy which animated my heart under the alarm 
XIV.1. anddittrefs they gave me; for deheld, theLambwas 


franding upon mount Wicn which was reprefent- 


ed to me alfo in my vifion, as the place on which: 


the temple, that had been opened in heaven, 
ftood ; ait wiih him were one hundred forty-four 
thoufand, who, in oppofition to the name of the 
beait, which was fo rigoroufly impofed, and by 
many received with fo bafe a fubmiffion, had the 
name of God dis Father written on their fore- 
heads, in token of their inviolable fubmiffion, 
2 and entire dedication to him. And I heard a 
voice out of heaven, which was loud as the found 
of many waters, when tofling themfelves in the 
ocean, and like the found of great thunder ; and, 
loud and awful as it was, it was decentpatiied 
with a moft delightful harmony; for J heard the 
voice of harpers playing upon their harps, aiding 
_ their inftruments with the melody of their voices. 
3 And they fung, as it were, a new fong, before 
the throne, and before the four ving creatures, 
and the twenty-four elders, who in this vifion 
ftill appeared to be prefent; and none could learn 
the fong, unle/s the one hundred and forty-four 
thoufand, who are redeemed from the earth, and 
are as reprefentatives of the whole body of the 
‘ re- 


Rev. XIV. 1. 
ND I looked, and 

lo, a Lamb ftood 
on the mount Sion, 
and with him an hun- 
dred forty aid four 
thouiand, having his 
Father's name written 
in their foreheads, 


~ 


2 And I heard a 
voice from heaven, as 
the voice of many 
waters, and as ‘the 
voice of a great thun- 
der: and | heard the 
voice of harpers harp- 
ing with their harps ; 


3 And they fung 
as it were a new fong 
before the throne, 
and before the four 
beafts, and the elders : 
and no man could 
learn that fong, but 
the hundred and for- 
ty and four thoufand, | 
which were redebinadr 
from the earth. 


4 Théfe aré they 
which were not defi- 
led with women; for 
they are virgins: 
thefe are they which 
follow the Lamb whi- 
therfoever he goeth : 
thefe were redeemed 
from among men, be- 
ing the firlt-fruits un- 
to God and to the 
Lamb. 


s And in’ their 
mouth was found no 
guile: for they are 
without fault before 
the throne of God. 


6 And I faw an- 
othet angel fly in the 
mid{t of heaven, ha- 
ving the everlafting 
gofpel to preach ynto 
them that dwell on 
the earth, and to e- 
very nation, and kin- 
dred, andtongue, and 
people, 

7 Saying with a 
loud voice, Fear God, 
and give glorytohim, 
for the hour of his 
judgment is come: 


“and worfhip him that 


made heaven and 
earth, and the fea, 
and the fountains of 
waters. 


Surrounded with the redeemed. 
redeemed. 
fouls, free from the idolatries and other abomi- 
nations which have been fo prevalent in the age 
tn which they live ; or, to fpeak in the prophetic 
language, thefe are they, who have not been pol- 
luted with women; for they are chafte virgins? : 
thefe are they, who follow the Lamb whitherfo- 
ever he goeth; and, having humbly traced his 
foot{teps upon earth, {hall be led by him to the 
poileflion of various and ever-new delights in the 
celeftial world. 


confecrated to God, and to the Lamb = mott ex- 
cellent in their kind, and feparate from every 
unclean or profane ufe, to the immediate ho- 
nour of God, and of their Redeemer °. 
no deceit, or evil of any kind, was found in their 
mouth, for they are entirely blamele/s before the 
throne of God, and exalted to that world, where 
he reigns in perfect purity, as well as Divine 
glory ; nor cam any thing unclean be admitted 
in his prefence. 
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Thefe are pure and unfpotted Sect. 


17. 


we 


Rev. 
XIV. ao 


Thefe are they, who were re- te 
deemed from among men, [as] the fir/t-fruits, 


And § 


And I faw another glorious angel, flying with 6 


ftrength and rapidity, through the midf of hea- 
ven ©, having in his hand the volume of a book, 
which he difplayed, as with an air of compla- 
cency and triumph, even the everlafting gofpel, 
to preach to the inhabitants of the earth, even to 
every nation, and tribe, and tongue, and people, 
difperfed over the world. And as ke paffed,. 
I heard him making proclamation of its import- 
ant contents, and /aying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to him, with becoming re- 
verence and fubmiflion, for the hour of his judg- 
ment 1s come, when he thall execute vengeance 
on his enemies, and wor/bip him wha made hea- 
ven and earth, and fea, and the limpid fountains 
of waters, which are-derived from it, and flow 


back 
NMIO -T 2B & 


2 They are virgins.] This probably 
fignifies their freedom from idolatry, which 
is, in a fpiritual fenfe, fornication; nor 
can it, with any reafon, be urged againft 
marriage. : ; 

b Firft-fruits, moft excellent in their 
kind, &c.] That the Fewifh firjt-fruits 
had this property, will appear from 
comparing the following fe,fs reYating to 


them; Deut. xviii. 4. Exod. xxii. 29. 
Numb. xviii. 12. Micah vii. z. Compare 
James i. 18. 


¢ Angel flying, &e.] 'The flight of an 


angel admirably repretents the fwiftne/s of. 


that progrefs by which the go/pe/ di perfed 
itfelf over the whole world, as Archbilhop 
Tillotjon well obferves, See his Works, 
vel. tL. p. 144, 

43 
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Sect. backnto it. ai 

17; ed him, crying out, as with the voice of exulta- 
Vw =. . . : z « 
Rev. tion and triumph, /aying, It is fallen, it is 
XIV.8. fallen, [even] Babylon, the great city, a city 


/ 


And anather great angel follow- 


famous as Babylon of old, when it was at the 
height of its power and glory: God in his righ- 
teous vengeance, hath brought it down, becaufe 
it made all the nations drink of the wine of its 
raging fornication, till they were ftimulated 
_ thereby to the moft fcandalous and furious ex- 
. ® ceffes. And a third angel followed them both; 
Saying with aloud voice, If any one, how ftrong 
foever the temptation may have been, wor/bip 
the beaft, and his image, and receive the mark 
on his forehead, or on bis hand‘, if he fubjett 
himfelf to this wicked and idolatrous form of 
religion, and obftinately perfift in it, notwith- 
ftanding the light which God is giving to dif- 
ro cover its errors and fuperftitions;, He alfo 
Soall, himfelf, drink of the wine of the indigna- 
tion of God, which is tempered with various in- 
* gredients of wrath, without any mixture of mer- 
cy, in the cup of bis wrath; and he shall be tor- 
mented with fire and brimftone, in the day 
of God’s future vengeance, in the prefence 
of the holy angels °, and in the prefence of the 
Lamb § 5 whofe religion has fo fhamefully been 
perverted and difhonoured, even by thofe who 
tr pretend entirely to have ingrofled it. And the 
fmoke of their torment afcendeth for ever and ever, 
without any period; and they have no reft day 
nor night, who worfbip the beaft and his image, and 
whoever, in contempt of the authority and tefti- 
+ mony of God, receive the mark of his name®, as 
the 

N : O: VT Be Se 


An angel denounces the fall of Babylon. 


8 And theve fol- 
lowed another angel, 
faying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that 
great city, becaufe 
the made all nations 
drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her for- 
nication. 


9 And the third an- 
gel followed them, 
faying with a loud 
voice, If any man . 
worfhip the beaft and 
his image, and. re- 
ceive dis mark in his 
forehead, or in his 
hand, 


to The fame thall 
drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, 
which is poured out 
without mixture into 
the cup of his indig- 
nation; and he hall 
be tormented with 
fire and brimftone, in 
the prefence of the 
holy angels, and in 
the prefence of the 
Lamb: : 
’ a1 And the fmoke - 
of their torment af=' 
cendeth up for ever 
and ever: and they 
have no reft day nor 
night, who worthip 
the beaft and his i- 
mage, and whofoever 
receiveth the mark of 
his name. 


d On his hand.) Compare fe. xvi. 
-note ™, 

© Prefence of the holy angels.) From 
hence Mr Reynolds conjectures, that pof- 
fibly the torments of the damned may, at 
certain feafons, through eternal ages, be- 
come a {pe€tacle to the inhabitants of the 
bleffed worid above. See his Queries con- 
cerning angels, p. 3058. 

f Prefence of the Lamb.] This fignifies, 
(as Dr Clarke well obferves,) that it fhall 
not only be appointed by the infinite 
Majefty of God, the righteous Judge of 
all, but approved moreover by men and 
angels, and by him alfo, who /oved us unto 


a 


death, even Chrift, that merciful and 
compaffionate High Prieft. Clark's Pojth. 
Serm, vol. I. p. 341. 

8 The fmoke of their torment,-—who wor 
Ship the beaft, &c.] When I fetioufly re- 
fleét on this text, and how direétly the 
force of it lies againft thofe, who, con- 
trary to the light of their confciences con- 
tinue in the communion of the church of 
Rome, for fecular advantage, or to avoid 
the terror of perfecution, it almoft makes , 
me tremble; and I heartily with, that alk 
others, who connive at thofe things im 
the diftipline and worfhip- of proteftant 
churches, which they in their confciences 

' think 


They who die in'the Lord are bleffed. 459 

Sy, the badge of their devotednefs to him. In the Sec. 

as, mean time, thefe deceivers fhall have their day, _*":, 
when all the terrors of fecular power fhall inforce 

_ 34 Here is the pa- their impious and iniquitous decrees. And ae 

tence of the faints: here is the patience of the faints; here [are]the 

here are they that 't * I f #5 ho keep th d “ 
keep the command. iumphs or ¢ ofe wW Blpee P the comman MmeUEs of 
ments of God, and God, and the faith of Fefus, and are determined 
the faith of Jefus. _¢9 maintain the purity of the gofpel amid{t thefe 
r3 And I heard a formidable efforts to corrupt it. And I heard ¥3 


voice from heaven, 
faying unto me, 
Write, Blefled are the 
dead which die in the 
Lord, from hence- 
forth: Yea, faith the 
Spirit, that they may 
reft from their la- 


a voice from heaven, faying to me, Write this for 
the inftru€tion of mankind in the moft diftant 


ages ; henceforth” bleffed [are] the dead, that die 


in the Lordi: fo numerous, and fo various are 
the calamities which perfecuting powers fhall 
bring upon the faints, that there 1s abundant 


“hours, and their reafon to congratulate thofe, who are taken out 
works do follow : +. : ales 
thein, of this vexatious, oppreflive, and afilictive world, 


~ RE 


_ whether bya natural, or bya violent death: yea, 
faith the. Spirit, by whofe in{piration and com- 
mand I record it, they are afluredly blefled; for — 
they are removed, that they may for ever refi from 
their labours, and their forrows; and their works 
of piety and goodnefs, though fo ill requited 

‘ » here, fhall not be forgotten, but thall follow them 

* into the prefence of God, {hall be acknowledged 
there in the moft condefcending manner, and, 
through the riches of Divine mercy, recom- 
penfed with eternal glory. Accordingly, let 
this remembrance of their faith and patience, in 
connection with this tranfcendant reward,, en- 
courage and animate their furviving brethren , 


to imitate their examples. 
And 


Neer Eee rae. Se 


think to be /inful rériains of popith fuper- 
ftition and. corruption, would ferioufly 
attend to this paflage, which, is one of the 
mott dreadful in the whote book of-God, 
and weigh its awful contents, that they 
may keep at the greateft poflible di- 
{tance from this horrible curfe, which 
is fufficient to make the ears of every one 
that hears it, to ingle. Compare Jer. xxv. 
75,16. + 

h Henceforth.} The learned Witfius 
underftands this to mean, from the time 
of their death: as if it had been faid, 
(a7raet,) immediately after their diffolu- 
tion they are bleffed. Witf. Oecon. Feed. 
3. xiv. 22. And Mr Baxter obferves, their 
works are faid-to follow with them, wer 


Vou. Vi 1 z+ 


avlevy, not to come many thoufand years 
after thetn. 

i Diein the Lord.| Archbithop Tillotfon 
interprets this, chiefly, of thofe who die 
martyrs in the caufe of Chrift; who, no 
doubt, are included. But I think the 
phrafe more extenfive. There is, per- 
haps, an allufion to the words of Solomon, 
Eccl. iv. 2. I praifed the dead already 


dead, rather than the living, yet alive, in 


time of extreme deveneracy, and bitter 

perfecutions See his Works, vol. Il. page 

183.—Bifhop Burnet (on the Articles, page 

200.) and maxy other proteffant writers, 

have juflly urged this text, as (lemo.2- 
Jutiry Bre ? 


firative againft the popifh dodrine ef 


purgatory. 
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SECT. 


~And I faw, and behold, another remarkable 
appearance offered itfelf to my view; a white 
"Rey. Cloud, fhining with wonderful luftre and beau- 
XIV: 14 tys and on the cloud one fitting, who feemed b 

the majefty of his form, to be like the Son of 
man, as reprefented in Daniel; having on his 


D7 


bead a golden crown, and in his hand, inftead of | 


a fceptre, a fharp fickle; fo that he feemed to 

be guing forth, as to fome wonderful harvett. 
15 And as foon as I had viewed him, another an- 
gel came out af the temple of God, crying, with 

a loud voice, to him that fat upon the cloud, Put 
forth thy fickle, and reap, for the feafon of thy 
reaping 1s come, becaufe the harveft of the earth 

. is now fully ripe. (Compare Joel ni. 13.) Ex- 
ecute therefore this judgment, O thou mighty 
Meflenger of God, which the wickednefs of the 

16 world hath righteoufly deferved. And ac- 
cordingly, he that fat upon the cloud, put forth 
his fickle on the earthy with ftrength and rapidi- 
ty; and the harveft of the earth was prefently 
reaped; fignifying, that the execution of the 
threatened vengeance fhould be very fpeedy. 
But it feemed that the vintage yet remained to 

17 be gathered in. And in reference to this, @- 
nother angel came out of the temple, that was in 
heaven; and he alfo was.armed as the other, 
like the Son of man, and had a fharp fickle in 

18 his hand. And another angel, juft at that in- 
{tant, came from the altar, having, as it feem- 
ed, power over the fire of it; and he called out 
with a great cry to him who had the fharp fickle, 
faying, Put forth thy fharp fickle, and lop off the 
clufters of the vine, which grows upon, and ex- 

_ tends itfelf almoft over the earth, for its grapes 
are ripe; and the perfons reprefented by it have 
fo abufed the Divine long-fuffering, that it is 
proper the feafon of their deftruQtion fhould 
commence. And accordingly the angel, with 
celerity and vigour, thru/? out his fickle upon the 
earth, and lopped off the grapes from the vine of 
the earth; and he threw [them] into the great 
wine-pre/s of the wrath of God, which feemed 
to ftand ready to receive them. And the 
wine-pref/s [which ftood| out of the city, was 
trodden with great violence ; and the blood of the 
grape, which I knew betokened the blood of 
thofe 


2 


20 


* 


‘ 


One with a foarp fickle reaps the earth. 


14 And I looked» 
and behold, a white’ 
‘cloud; and upon the 
cloud one fat like un- 
to the Son of man, 
having on his head a 
golden.crown, and in’ 
his hand a fharp fick- 
ee 


ts And another 
angel came out of the 


temple, crying with — 


a loud voice to him 
that fat’on the cloud,. 
Thruft in thy fickle,- 
and reap: for. the 
time is come for thee 
to reap; for the har- 
vet of the earth is 


ripe. : 
16 And he that 
fat onthe cloud thruft 


in his fickle on the 
earth; and the earth 
was reaped. 


3 


17 And another* 
angel came out of the 
temple which is ih 
heaven, he alfo ha- 
ving a-fharp fickle. 


18 And another ~ 


angel came out from 
the altar, which had: 


power over'fire; and. 


cried with a loud cry 
to him that had the 
fharp fickle, faying, 
Thruft io thy. fharp- 
fickle, and gather 


the clufters of the . 


vine of the earth; for 
her grapes are fully 
ripe. 


t9 And the angel. | 


thruft in his fickie 
into the earth, and’ 
gathered the vine of 
the earth, and caft, i¢ 
into the great wine-, 
prefs of the wrath of. 
God. 

20 And the wine= 
prefs was trodden 
without the city, and 

blood 
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blood came out of thofe who were enemies to God and his people, Sect. 
the wine-prefs, even : 


unto the horfe-bri- © out of the wine- “prefs i in fuch abundance; eles 
dies, by the fpace of that it made a kind of inundation, like a valt Rev. 


val thoufand and Mix 


rivery or fea, and reachec ave2o- 
| Medea tasoaee PY ) ched up even to the bridles 


of the horfes, which attempted to pafs the chan- 
nel through which it flowed, at the diftance of 
one thoufand fix bundred furlongs kK. In fuch an 
amazing extent and quantity was the effufion of 
blood reprefented to me in vifion. (Compare 
Ifa. Ixii. 3.) es 


i 


fa 
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defcribed! How quickly do his haughtieft enemies fall before ‘5,-*° 


him, like corm before the fickle, or chaters of gran before the 
knife! His wine-prefs fhall indecd be trodden, and the blood of his 
enemies fhall overflow: but, 'dlefed are all they that put their 
truft in him, and look to him, who trod\the wine- “prefs alone, and 
who diftinguifhes himfelf by the title of him, who is mighty to 
fave, and who travels in the greatne/s of his firength, (Ua. lxiii. 
- I5---3-) Arrayed in terror, he will vanquifh all the enemies of 
his people; but, to his faithful followers, will appear with the 
gentlenefs of the Lamb, of the Lamb their Redeemer, to whofe ho- x 
nour their voices and their harps thall refound. O, how hap- 
py are thofe fouls, who, by his {pecial love, being redeemed from 3,4 
among men, and having humbly traced the /leps ot his purity and 
goodnefs on earth, fhall, in the heavenly world, /ollow the Lamb 
whitherfoever he goes! Let us be accordingly engaged to preferve 
ourfelves unfpotted from the world, and to walk worthy of fo ex- 
alted a hope and expectation ; to keep our mouths from every de- 
ceit, that we may be found blamele/s in the prefence of God, and s 
of the Lamb. God hath granted us the everlafling gofpel, on pur- 
pofe that we might be taught to fear him, and to give glory to his 67 
name ; to wor/bip him, as the great Creator and righteous Gover- 
nor of the univerfe: and while we are under the conduct of his 


Providence, and devoted to his fervice, let nothing difcourage or 
dif- 


~ what awful characters is the righteous vengeance of God here Ver. 


NiO. Bi 
K One thoufand fix hundred furlongs.] As the judgment fhould extend, which is 
a furlong is onc eighth of a mile, this here prophetically referred to, Though 
would amount to 200 miles. This repre- perhaps it may only intimate in general, 


fentation, like the dimenfion of that tem- 
ple which Ezekiel faw, may feem extra- 
ts large, and fuch as the eye, in 
vifion, could not poffibly judge of. 1 


- look upon it, therefore, as only an hyper- 


bolical expreffion, to fignify its exceeding 
greatnefs; uniefs poffibly it may point out 
the dimenfion of that country over which 


3 il, 


that after the antichriftian powers, had 
long opprefled and perfecuted the faints; 
the power of Chrift fhould humble and 
deftroy them; and therefore they are re- 
prefented as a harveft ripe, and fit for 
reaping, &c. the meafure of their iniquities 
being full. 


a Sea 
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. ne/s fake. 
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The vifion of feven angels with feven vials ; 


difmay us. ‘Though for the prefent we fee that Babylon i is trium= 
phant, though its patrons are making themfelves drunk with the 
blood of his faints, a very different cup is prepared for her, and 
will affuredly be given her to drink, even the cup of the wrath of 

God, poured forth withaut mixture; while bleflings, inconcei- 
vable and eternal, are referved for thofe that fuffer for righteouf- 
Let the patience, therefore, of thofe who keep the com- 
mandments of God, and the faith of Chrift, be invincible ; for their 


' fierceft, and molt formidable enemies, can only Aill the body; and, 


13 


ql 
9 


1. 


: Gt Oe I faw another great and wonderful fign 


having done-that, can-neither prevent, nor delay, ‘the bleffednefs 
of the dead: that die in the Lord. Theinfallible Spirit has faid it, 
the blefied apofle hath, by Divine command, recorded it, for 
the inftru€tion and triumph of his people in all ages, that they 
reft from their labours, and that their works follow them; while 
thofe that perfecuted and hated them, reft not day nor night ; but 
the {moke of their torment afcendeth up for ever and ever. And, 
O, that numbers of thofe who wor/bip the beaft, and who receive 
its image, may be awakened, while the day of their vifitation 
continues; left they alto, after having dealt damnation, in their — 
arrogant Denteres: upon men of much purer faith, and holier © 
lives, than themfelves, be tormented with fire and brimjffone, in the 
prefence of the holy angels, and in the prefence of the Lamb. 


Fete ace" om XVII. 2 


The appearance of feven angels, with feven vials, full of the fe- 
ven laft plagues; and the pouring out of the three firft vials, 
with their confequent effets, Rev. XV. 1, to the end. XVI. 7. 


REVELATION XV. 1. Rev. XV.1. 


A ND I faw another 
~ fign in heaven, 
great and marvellous 3 ; 
feven angels, having 
the feven laft plagues, _ 
for in them is filled 
up the wrath of God. 


in heaven, which fixed my attention, and 

will demand that of the reader: Seven angels, 
‘who bad the feven laf plagues ; fo called, be- 
caufe in them the wrath of God was to be com- 
pleted; and, becaufe they refer to fome of the 
laft judgments, which he fhall pour forth on 
the enemies of the church, before the time of 
its mMoft illuftrious triumph. And I faw, as 
it were, a fea of glafs*; a great cryftal veffel, 
like 

aU 


ftood upon the fhore of it; and they fup- 


2 And J faw as it 
were a fea of glafs 
mingled 

N O 

a Sea of glaft. } Some explain this in 


a different manner, as if there were pro- 
perly @ fea, feeming to lie before the 
ground which appeared in the vifion, 
through which they had paffed who now 


pote the glafs to reprefent the frail nature — 
of this world ; and ‘the fire, the mixture 
of calamity and mifery to which they had 
been expoted, before they arrived at the 
ftate 


a 


and of the faints finging the fing of Mofes and the Lamb. 


mingled with fire; like the 
and them that had 

etten the victory o- 
ver the beaft, and o- 
ver his image, and 
over his mark, and 
over the number of 
his name, ftand on 
the fea of glafs, ha- 
ving the harps of 
God. 


fea in Solomon’s temple; and, it was 
fo irradiated with the reflection of that light 
which fell upon it from the throne of God, that 
its waves feemed mingled with fire. 
who overcame the beaft », and his image, and 
{tedfaftly refufed, though at the expence of their 
pofiefons and lives, amidft fo many who were 
devoted to him, to receive his mark, [and] the 
x number of his name, | faw ftanding by the fea of 


And thofe 


glafs, having the harps of God in their hands ;. 
with which they. were celebrating his praifes, 
for that powerful prefence and afliftance which 


3 And they fing 
the fong of Mofes 
thé fervant of God, 
and the fong of the 
Lamb, faying, Great 
aud miarvellous: are 
thy works, Lord 
God Almighty; juft 


and true are thy 
ways, thou King of 
faints! 


had rendered them victorious. 
the fong of Mofes, the faithful and beloved /er- 
vant of God, and the fong of Jefus the Lamb, 
who had bought them with his blood °. 
celebrated the triumph they had gained over the 
proud enemy, with a joy like that with which 
Ifrael of old, at the Red Sea, celebrated the de- 
ftruction of the haughty and cruel Egyptians, 
by the immediate and glorious interpofition of 
the Divine power, faying, ‘* Great and wonder- 


And they fung 


Je hey 


“ful [are] thy works, both of judgment and of 
“ mercy, O Lord God Almighty; nor doft thou 


¢ 
ia9 
c¢ 


4 Who fhall not ful. 
fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name? 

. for thou only art boly: : 


for 


N 
ftate of fecurity and happinefs in which 
they then were. Many other interpreta- 
tions have alfo been given. But the con- 
fideration of what I have faid elfewhere, 
of the reference to the2/cenery of the temple, 
determined me to the interpretation I have 

preferred. 
~- b Overcame the beaft.] It is, in the ari- 
ginal, ex ry Sng, which Dr Clarke would 
tranflate, owt of the midjt of the beajt ; that 
is, adhering ftedfaftly to the true reli- 
gion, in the midft of an idolatrons and 
corrupt nation. See his Po/th. Serm. vol. 

III. p. Bo. 
© Song of Mofes—and of the Lamb.] 
That is, faith Mr Mede, upon the con+ 


ufe thine almighty power to opprefs any, the 
meane{ft of thy creatures; on the contrary, 
perfeQtly righteous and true [are] all thy ways 
and adminiftrations, O. King of faints, who 
art thyfelf fupremely holy, as well as power- 
Who foould not fear thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy great and adorable name, becaufe 
[thou] only Lart] holy; and, in thy prefence, 
‘ the holinefs of all other beings difappears, as 


(<9 une 


Syed bites Dips ete ke 


verfion of all nations from idolatry, they 
fung a fong of congratulation to Mofes and 
Jefus, whofe doétrine had fo direétly op- 
pofedit. MedeonLukexi.2. But Ithink 
this avery /ow interpretation. Whoever 
diligently obferves the contents of the fang 
of Mofes, Exod. xv. will find many ex- 
preffions finely adapted to the occafion 
here fuppofed. And if it were true, as 
Maimonides tells us; that the Jong of Mo- 
fes was fung daily in the temple-fervice, 
it may be confidered as a beautiful illu- 
{tration of this circumftance, agreeable 
to the general plan purfied in thefe vi- 
fions. 


d And 


4 


he 


464 « The feven angels come out of the temple, 

moe “ unworthy to be mentioned or remembered, for all. nations, ee 
6 Surely all nations fhall come and worfbip be- fore thee; Se Ay 
Rey, ° fore thee, in token of the humbleft adoration, judgments are made 
RY. 4. © becaufe thy righteous judgments are already, 


manifeft, 
“ in many inflances, made ma.tifeft, and are 
«© about to be manifefted in a yet more iluftri- 
*¢ ous degree.” 


And after this I faw;-and behold, the temple 


of the tabernacle, in which was the ark of the 
teftimony, was opened again in heaven: the mott 
holy place, which,’ fince the vifion I before de- 
{cribed, had been vailed again, being now fub- 
jected to my view. And the feven angels, 
who had the feven plagues already mentioned, 
came out of the inner-apartment of the temple, 
as from the immediate prefence of God 5 and 
like the High Prieft on the day of his moft fa- 
cred miniftration, they were cloathed with pure 
and fbining linen [garments ;] only with this 
difference, that whereas he had'on this day on- 
ly his linen girdle on, and continued in that 
drefs till the time of the evening facrifice, they 
were girded about the breafts with golden girdles. 
And one of the four living creatures, which I 
have fo often mentioned, gave to the feven angels, 
_feven golden vials, or cenfers, full of the wrath 
of the great and blefled God, who liveth for ever 
and ever ; and, therefore, is to be regarded as 
the moft formidable enemy, as well as the moft 
8 defirable friend, to immortal beings. And, 
agreeably to that wonderful event, which hap- 
pened when God firft took poffeflion of the ta- 
bernacle, and of the temple, (£xod. xl. 34. 
y Kings viii. 10. 2 Chron. v, 14. Ha. vi. 4.) 
the temple was full of fmoke %; which came 
from the glory of God, and from the fymbol of 
his power. And no one could enter into the tem- 
ple, till the jeven plagues, which were fignified 
bythe vials of the feven angels, were finifbed ; 
and, till they had emptied them by the Divine 
command. 


NAO ee By 

d And agreeably to that wonderful 
event, %&c.] Indeed it appears moft fur- 
prifing, and worthy of greater notice than 
has generally been taken of it, that the 


And’I then heard a great voice 
XVI.1~ gut of the temple, faying to the feven angels, whom 


s And after that, 
I looked, and be- 
hold, the temple of 
the tabernacle of the 
teftimony in heaven 
was opened ; 


6 And the feven 
angels came out of 
the temple, havihg 
the feven plagues , 
clothed in pure and 
white linen, and ha- 
ving their  breafts 
girded. with golden 
girdles. 


» And one of the 


four beaftsy gave un- _ 


to the feven angels, 

feven golden vials full. 
of the wrath of God, 

who liveth fer ever 

and ever. 


& And the temple 
was filled with fmoke _ 


from the glory of 
God and- from his 
power; and no man 


was able to enter in- | 


to the temple, till 
the feven plagues of 
the feven angels were 
fulfilled. 


CHAaAp. XVI. g, 
And I heard a great 
voice out of the tem- 
ple, faying to the fe- 

ven 


blefled God fhould thus, on the confe- 
eration of the temple, poflefs it alone, and 
drive out, as it were, even the favourable 
tokens of his majeftic prefence, 


i chia i 


veri angels, Go your 
ways, and pour out 
the vials of the wrath 
of God upon the 
earth. 


2 And the firft 


went, and poured 
out his vial upon the 
earth; and there fell 
a noifome and grie- 
vous fore upon the 
men which had the 
mark of the beaft, 
and wpon them which 
worthipped his i- 
mage, 


3 And the fecond 
angel poured out his 
vial upon the fea; 
and it became as the 
blood of a dead man: 
and every living foul 
died in the fea. 


4 And the third 
angel poured out his 
vial upon the rivers 
and fountains of wa- 
ters; and, they be- 
came blood. 


The three angels pour out their vials. 
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I have deferibed above, Go, and pour out the vials Se cv- 


of the wrath of God, with which you are-char- 


18. 


ged, upon the earth; for his patience will no Rev. 
longer endure the provocations they are intend- XVL!- 


ed to punifh. 


And the firft angel, in obedience to this Di- 2 


vine injunction, went forth, and poured out his 
vial upon the earth; and there was a malignant 
and grievous ulcer, which broke out in large and 
dreadful fcars, upon the men who had the mark 
of the beaft, and them who worfbipped his image, 
and they were extremely tormented with it, and 
found it incurable: (compare Exod. ix. 8, 
Carb.) 

And the fecond angel poured out his vial upon 
the fea; and it became a mafs.of blood and pu- 
trefation, like that of a dead man; and every 
living foul [that was] in the fea died: the fith 
were immediately deftroyed, and the fea appear- 
ed a moft gloomy and terrible fpeCacle f. 
(Compare Exod. vii. 20.) 

And the third angel bore a commiflion to 
{fpread the fame terrible calamity over all the 
frefh waters; and, accordingly he poured forth 
his vial on the rivers, and on the fountains of 
water, and they allo became blood; as the fea 

had 


INO) iy fue tess 


€ Firft vial.] Mr Lowman fuppotes, 
that this hird period of the vials, ‘reveals 
the ftate of the church and previdence in 
the times of the laft head of the Roman 
governments, reprefented by the dea/?, 
for 1260 years, from about A. D. 756. 
to its final overthrow about A. D. 2016; 


“and he interprets each vial of fome fignat 


judgment upon the papal kingdom; {up- 
poting the five fif{t already to be poured 
out, and the two others to be future. But, 
I muft own myfelf not to be entirely fa- 
tisfied, whether this fuppofition be juft, 
(though I am rather inclined to think it 
is,) or whether all the following repre- 
fentations do not refer to events yet future, 
and defcribe the fupernatural piagues to 
be inflicted om the papal kingdom, in its 
laft days. Mr Pyle interprets the firft 
vial, of the abaridoned degeneracy of the 
popifh clerey. Mr Lowman, with great- 
er probability, refers it to the great com- 
motions in the whole empire, under the 
family of Charles the Great; by which 
that faantly became extinét, and the em- 


pire and the crown of France, were tran{-> 
ferred to other families: A.D. 830, to 
A. D. 988. And he fhews by what in- 
trigues the popes endeavoured to weaken 
and diminifh the imperial power, and 
ferve their own ambitious defigns ; which 
proved a painful fore, and were the caufe 
of innumerable mifehiefs to Europe, +nd 
efpecially to Italy. During this period,. 
the Normans invaded and plundered 
France, the Saracens ravaged Italy, andthe 
Hungarians the weftern parts of Germany 
and Italy. 

f Second vial. } Mr. Pyle, and Mr 
Lowman, agree in referring this to the 
great effufion of blood in the holy wars, 
to recover Jerufalem from the Saracens. 
This romantic project was fet on foot by 
the pope, purfued by the emperor, the 
king of France, our king Richard, and. 
other princes, and many prelates; and 
about two millions loft their lives in the 
{everal expeditions; from A. D, ro4e, 
to A. D.rr90, And this appears to me 
avery probable interpretation 
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had-done on pouring out the vial of the former 
angel. And I heard the angel of the waters 8, 
who feemed to be appointed to have the care of 
them, inftead of repining at what was done, a+ 
doring the hand of God in it, and /aying, Moft 
righteous art thou, O Lord, who art, and who 
wajt, the fame immutable and everlafting Jeho- 
vah; and [thou art] holy ", becaufe thou haft 
judged thefe, and executed fuch awful vengeance 
upon them. Juftly doft thou make thefe per- 
fecuting and wicked countries the fcene of fuch 
defolating-judgments; becaufe they have poured 
forth the blood of thy faints, and even of thy 
prophets, like water; and it hath flowed in a 
crimfon ftream, till their rivers have been dyed 
with it. And, accordingly, thow madeft. them 
read their crime in their punifhmcnt, and faf 
given them blood to drink, for they are worthy of 
it; worthy to find fuch horrors as thefe, when- 
ever they look for refrefhment and comfort. 
And I heard another angel, whofe voice feemed 
to come from the altar, faying, Yea, O Lord God 
Almighty, it is indeed thus; true and righteous 
[are] all thy zudgments. Heaven adores the 
equity of thy proceeding; and the moft impious 
inhabitants of earth, or hell, fhall not be able to 
find any thing to object againft them, even 
when they have the appearance of the greateft 
feverity i. 

I M- 


: Nee Out: mlonse 
8 Angel of ihe waters.) From this text, 


compared with chap. xiv. 18. fome have | 1371. 


5 And I heard thé 
angel of the waters 
fay, Thou art righte= 
ous, O Lord, which 
art, and waft, and 
fhalt be; becaufe thow 
haft judged thus : 


6 For they have 
fhed the blood of 
faints and prophets, 


and thou haft given 


them blood to drink; 
for they are worthy: 


y And I heard a= 
nother out of the al 
tar fay, Even fo, 
Lord God Almighty, 
true and righteous 
are thy judgments: 


France; from A. D. 12060, to A. D: 
During this period, both thefe 


inferred, that there are certain intelleual 
beings which prefide over the feveral ele- 
ments of water and fire; and, by con- 
fequence, of earth and air. 

h Fhou art holy.) I follow thofe copies, 
which read it, xo: 0 octo¢ whereas others 


‘have it, o ecoevoc, as in other places of 


this book. 

i Third vial.| Some interpret this of 
the perfecution of the church of Bohemia. 
(See Mr Pyle im loc.)’ But this by no 
means fuits the a& of adoration, ver. 5, 6. 
It feems to refer to calamities to be brought. 
on fome parts of the papal kingdom. Ac- 
cording to the order of time, Mr Low- 
man fuppofes this to refer to the bloody 
wars between the Guelphs and Gibellines, 
ov the papal and imperial fa€tions where- 
by the popes were driven out of Italy into 


parties had joined in many’ perfecutions, 
and a violent one raged again{t the Albi- 
genfes; the inquifition was begun about 
A. D. 12163; and the council of Lateran 
eftablifhed thefe fevere and crue! methads 
of fupporting the papacy. And God 
gave them alfo blood to drink, (ver. 6.) for 
a violent conteft arofe between the papal 
and imperial parties, about the right of 
prefenting to eeclefiaftical preferments, fo 
that almoft all the cities in Italy were en= 
gaged in civil wars, and great multitudes 
deftroyed. In A. D. 1282. all the French 
in Sicily were maflacred. Thus \ were 
they, who jaed the blood of the faints, pu- 
nifhed by eivil contentions and bloodfhed. 
And, on the whole, this feems to béthe 
moft probable and fatisfa€tory interpreta- 
tion. 


a 


RefeHtions on the happy condition of the faints. 
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i ET ué now raife our eyes and our hearts above the low and secv. 


fordid fcenes of mortality, to thofe happy and exalted fpirits 
who are defcribed as ftanding before the cryftal fea, with golden 
harps in their hands. Let us attentively hearken to thofe bro- 
ken and irnpertfect echoes of the fong of Mofes, and of the Lamb, 
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which a gracious God caufes to defeend, as it were, to this world » 


of ours, and which fometime fweetly mingle themfelves with 
the clamour of ftrife, with the din of folly, with the groans of 
mifery. Happy and glorious is their condition now, who are 
freed from all thefe evils, and who triumph over all their ene- 
mies; whom, as it was faid to J/rael of the Egyptians, having be- 
held, they fball fee them no more for ever: (Exod. xiv. 13.) They 
ate now acknowledging their great Deliverer, finging everlafting 
praifes to his name, and celebrating the wonders of his works, 
and the righteoufnefs and truth of all his ways. O Lord God 
Almighty, O thou King of faints, who would not fear thee, and 
Llorify thy holy name? Let the nations comé, and worfbip in thy 
prefences let them pay thee their humble reverence and homage, 


before the vials of thy wrath are poured out: thofe vials, which, 6,-- 


terrible as their contents are, the benevolent fpirits of heaven 
prepare themfelves, at thy command, to pour forth with pleafure; 
applauding, in their re/ponfive hymns, thy righteous zudgments, 
even when the /oreft and moft dreadful plagues torment the wor- 
Shippers of the beaft and his image; even when their /eas and 
their rivers are turned into blood. ‘To whatever be the calami- 
ties, whether paft or future, to which any of thefe particulars 
may refer, furely they are big with terror to thofe wretches, ho 
On any pretence, are pouring forth the blood of thy prophets and 
thy faints. They are worthy of having blood given them to drink, 
and accordingly, thou haft a dreadful draught in referve for them. 
And, though fome of them may have laid down their hoary heads 
in peace, which, we might rather have expected, would have 
been brought to the grave with blood, the day of thy vengeance 
will furely come: a vengeance fo terrible, that nothing but a zeal 
for thy violated law, and thine injured gofpel, would make the 
very fight of it /upportable to thofe whofe caufe fhall then be 
pleaded, and whofe blood fhall be vifited on their tormentors and 
murderers. ry, 
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The pouring forth of the four laft vials, and the awful events they 
produce ; with the incorrigible obftinacy of the finners on whom 
this vengeance is executed. Rev. XVKE. 8, to the end. 


ReEveLATiIon XVI. 8. 
bs ee the three former angels having thus 
poured forth their vials on the earth, and 
fea, and the rivers of water, the fourth angel 
poured forth his vial on the fun* 3 and, in con- 
fequence of that, an extraordinary power was 
given to it, to feorch men with an intolerable 
heat; fo that they feemed, as it were, to live in 
the very fire itfelf.. And men were fcorched 
with fuddem calentures, and with great and un- 
fufferable fiercenefs of heat ; and yet, inftead of 
giving glory to the great Author of thefe awful 
chaftifements, which afforded them fo lively an. 
idea of ,everlafting burnings, as if they had al- 
ready been inhabitants of the world of defpair, 
they bla/phemed the name of God, who had power 
over thefe plagues. And the continuance of 
their torments did not fubdue their hearts, but 
they ftill perfifted, as with a diabolical obftina- 
cy, and repented not, to give glory to him, by a 
confeflion of their fins, by feeking his mercy, 
and returning to his obedience. (Compare Ifa. 
xxiv. 6.) 
Aud as thefe vials had greatly affeCted the king- 
dom of the beaft, the next came ftill nearer to 


him 5 


No Se 


Rey. XVI. 8. 


ND the fourth an- 

gel poured out his 
vial upon the fun; 
and power was giver 
unto him to fcorch 
men with fire. 


9 And men were 
feorched with great 
heat, and blafphemed 
the name of God, 
which hath power o-° 
ver thefe plagues: 
and they repented 
not to give him glo- 
ry. 


ro And the fifth 
an~ 


a Fourth angel poured forth his vial on 
the fun.| Some interpret this of the quar- 
yel between the. popes and emperors, in 
the fourteenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth cen- 
turies. See Mr Py/ein loc. Mr Lowman, 
with greater probability, refers it to the 
long and bloody wars in Italy, France, 
Germany, and Spain, occafioned by a 
{chifm in the papacy; (from A. D. 1378. 
to A. D. 1530.) there being three popes, 
in three lines of fucceffion, at the fame 
time. During this period the Turks took 
Conftantinople, and put an end to the 
eaftern empire. And fome fuppofe there 
is a further reference to hot and burning 


feafons which fhould deftroy the fruits 


of the earth, and occafion peftilential dif- 
orders; and hiftorians inform us, that. 
this was the cafe in. the time fuppofed to 
be here referred to; particularly by means 
of the fweating ficknefs, which began in 
England, and fpread wide into other 
countries, particularly Germany, A. b. 
1517, and again A. D. 1529. But that 
they repented not, (ver. 9.) is evident from: 
the war commenced. again{t the Bohemi- 
ans; the infamous conduct of the councih 
of Sonftance: in burning John Hufs, 


and Jerom of Prague, in violation of the 


public faith, and eftablilbing that feanda= - 
lous do@trine, that faith is not to be kepé 
with heretics, &e. &e. 

b Fifth 


The fifth angel on the feat of the bog: 


angel poured out his 
vial upon the feat of 
the beaft;. and his 
kingdom was full of 
darknefs, and they 


‘gnawed their tongues 


for pain, 


rr And blafphe- 
med the God of hea- 
ven becaufe of their 
pains and their fores, 
and repented not of 
their deeds, 


12 And the fixth 
angel poured out his 
vial upon the great 
river Euphrates; and 
the water thereof was 
dried up, that the way 
of the kings of the 
eaft might be prepa- 
red. 


him; for, the fifth angel poured forth his vial 
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upon the throne of the beaft itlelf >; and his king- Coe 


dom was darkened, {fo that his unhappy fubjects, 


Rev. 


from whom he had fo long vailed the lighit ‘of. #1. 


God’s word, and of his favour, had not the be- 
nefit of the folar rays, either to guide or chear 
them. (Compare Ezek. xxxii.8.) And yet at 
the fame time, the fecret fire kindled in their 
veins by the former {corching heat continued ; 
and they gnawed their tongues for the extremity 
of the pain and angui/h which they felt; = And 
they {till bla/phemed the great God, the tremen- 
dous Majefty of heaven, as well as earth, for 
their pains and their ulcers, which the f{cerch- 
ing heat ‘had excited; and they repented not. of 
their wicked works, whereby they had awaken- 
ed his juft indignation. 

_ And the fixth angel poured forth his vial upon 
the great river Euphrates *; and its water, 
wide and rapid as the ftream had been, was dried 
wp immediately, that a way might be prepared 


for the march of the kings from the rifing of the. 


fun, who appeared in vifion as coming to the 
borders of it, with all their armies, to pour forth 


deftruGion upon the beaft and his kingdom. 
And, 


NHOgeie Eas. 


b Fifth vial.) Mr Pyle interprets this 
of the perplexity occafioned to the See of 
Rome, by removing the feat of it to A- 
vignon, and the fchifm between the popes. 
But this prophecy feems to refer to a later 
period, Mr Lowman’s interpretation is 
more probable, who refers it to the pro- 
teffant reformation, and the confirmation 
of it by the principal {tates of Europe, 
notwithftanding all the attempts of the 
pope, and in oppofition to the papal au- 
thority: from A. D. 1360, to A. D. 
3650. During this period, feveral nati- 
ons renounced fubjection to the pope, and 
have continued free to this day; and, in 
other nations, his power has been greatly 
abridged and reftrained. ‘This event gave 
great ‘yexation to the popes, and their 
adherents occafioned ipvafions, aflaffina- 
tions, maffacres, and bloody wars; as 
the civil wars in France, the wars in 
Germany about the reformation, the war 
between Spain and the united provinces, 
the Spanifh invafion of England, and the 
powder plot; the maflacre of Paris, dc. 
Yet all proved unfuccefsful to prevent the 
eftablifament of the reformed religion. 


3Mx 


And that they repented not of their deeds, 
(ver. x1.) is evident from the inftances 


‘oftheir rageand cruelty already mentioned, 


and which they take care to repeat when- 
ever they have power; and efpecially froma 
the edi€s of the council of Trent, (from 
A. D. 1542, to A. D. 1562.) which, in- 
{tead of diminifhing or relaxing, increafed 
and confirmed the corruptions of popery, 
and condemned. all dogtrines tending to 
reformation. 

¢ River Euphrates.| It appears to me, 
that this implies the zavafion of the papal 
kingdom from the eafl; but, as I believe 
the vifion not yet accomplifhed, 1 freely 
confefs, that it is involved in thofe clouds 
and darkne/s which I am not able to pe- 
netrate. Mr Pyle explains it of the con- 
quett of the ea/tern Chriftians, by the 
growing power of the Ottoman houfc, 
and the contempt of popery in fome parts 
of the weft. But this part of the pro- 
phecy feems to refer to an event much 
later; and, like the reft, to denote fome 
judgment on the papal kingdom, to happen, 
probably, between A. D. 1700, and A, 


D. 1900. ~ 
d Fale 
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ees 


470 And three demons gather the kings of the earth to battle: 
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And, as I faw the dragon ftanding in my pre- 
fence, with the beaft and the falfe prophet near 
‘him, as the great abettors of his kingdom, which 
was threatened by this invafion, I had an inti- 
mation given me of the various efforts they 
fhould make for the prefervation of it: [and] 
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the 
mouth of the beaft, and out of ‘the mouth of the 
falfe prophet 4, [there came] evidently three ant- 
mals, which exprefled unclean /pirits, bemg re- 
prefented by creatures like frogs : For thefe 
are the fpirits of demons, whofe defign it is to 
impofe upon mankind by the moft artful {trata- 
gems, and pretences of working miracles, by 
which they attempted to fupport the kingdom they 
had raifed: and indeed, it feemed they did even 
inchant whole nations; for they were permit- 
ted by God, to go forth to the kings of that part 
of the earth where the feat of the beaft was ; 


_ and, indeed, his territory was fo extenfive, that 


. 


it might be faid, they went through the whole 
world; and they operated fo powerfully, as to 
bring them together, to the battle of that great 
day of God the Almighty, in which he was fecretly 
determined to pour forth his vengeance upon 
them. And, as this laft effort of this infer- 
nal agent would be a fignal trial of the faith 
and conftancy of the faints, in order the better 
to fortify them againft it, | heard a voice which 
I underftood to be that of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
faying, Behold I come fuddenly and unexpected- 
ly, as a thief, that furprifes a fleeping family: 


bleffed [is] he that watcheth, and keepeth his gar-. 


ments °, that they may not fuddenly be f{natched 
from him, and he may nat be forced to walk na- 
ked, fa that men fhould fee his foame. Let my 
fervants, therefore, guard againit thefe fudden 


{urs 
NIVIOlY Veg. 


13 And I faw three 
unclean fpirits like 


frogs come out of the 


mouth of the dragon, ~ 
and out of the mouth 
of the beaft, and out 
of the mouth of the 
falfe prophet. 


14 For they are 
the fpirits of devils, 
working miracles , 
which go forth unto 
the kings of theearth, 
and of the whole 
world, to gather thena 
to the battle of thar 
great day of God Al- 
mighty. 


15 Behold, I come 
asathief. Blefled is 
hethat watcheth, and © 
Keepeth his garments, 
Jeft he walk naked, 
and they fee his 
fhame. 


d Falfe prophet.) As the falfe prophet 
$s here joined with the bea/?, and alfo in 
chap. xix. 20. and there faid to work 
miracles before the beaf?, See feet, xvi, 
notes hi. 

© Keepeth bis Garments.) Dr Lightfoot 
thinks here is an allufion to what that 
Fewifh officer called the man of the moun- 
tain, that is, of the houfe of the Lord, 
ufed to do, when taking his round in the 
temple to examine tbe watch; if he met 


with any afleep, he had.a liberty to fey 
fire to his garments. Perhaps, in this 
cafe, the perfon might be obliged to ap- 
pear in the fragments of his burnt garments 
the next day, which would be a great dif- 
grace. See his Works, vol. I. p. oto. 
According to dinfworth, (on Numb. xviii, 
4, s.) they were beaten by the provott, 
and their garments weye taken away and 
burnt. . 


f He 


‘ 


The feventh angel poured forth his vial into the air. 


16 And he gather- 
ed them together in- 
to a place called in 
the Hebrew tongue, 
Armageddon, 


xy And the feventh 
angel poured out his 
vial into the air; and 
there came a great 
voice out of the tem- 

le of heaven, from 
the throne, faying, 
It-is done. 

18 And there were 
voices, and thunders, 
and lightnings; and 
there was a great 
earthquake, fuch as 
was not fince men 
were upon the earth, 
fo mighty an earth- 
quake and fo great. 

19 And the great 
city was divided into 
three parts, and the 
Cities of the nations 
fell: and great Baby- 
lon came in remem- 
brance before God, 
to give unto, her the 
cup of the wine of 
the fiercenefs of his 
wrath. 

20 And every 
ifland fied away, and 
the mountains were 
pot found. ; 


21 And there fell 
Ppon men a great 
hail out of heaven, 
every fione about the 
weight of a talent: 

and 


fuprifes, which during this time of danger and 
alarm may frequently happen. And the ar- 
my appearing againft the faints, as was obferved 
above, He, that is, God, by the fecret conduét 
of his Providence, fo difpofed things,. that he 
gathered them together into a certain place, 
[which is] called in the Hebrew language, Ar- 
mageddon, or the mountain of Megiddo, becaufe 
it was to be a place more remarkable for flaugh- 
ter than Megiddo had ever been. 

And when they were there affembled, the /e- 
venth angel poured forth his vial into the air; 
and there came forth a great voice from the tem- 
ple of heaven, even from the very throne of God 
himfelf, faying, ‘* Jt is now done, the great 
“© work -is juft compleating.” And there 
were voices, and thunders, and lightnings ; and 
there was alfo together with them a great carth- 
quake, to add new horror to the {cene, /uch as 
there had not been from the time that men were 
upon the earth; even fuch, and fo great an earth- 
quake, quite unequalled in hiftory or obferva- 
tion. And the great city was immediately 
divided into three parts, and the cities of the 
Gentiles feil down. And thus it appeared, that 
Babylon the great came into remembrance before 
God; to give her the long-threatened cup of the 
wine of his fierceft wrath, in which all the moft 
dreadful ingredients of vengeance were, as it 
were, mingled together, like poignant -poifon 


V7 


18 


in the ftrongeft wine, to give it the greater | 


power. and efficacy. 
nature was thrown into fuch a confternation by 
means of this grand event, that every i/land fled 
away, and the mountains were found no more. 
And a great and violent ftorm of 4ai/, the {tones 
of which were as of the weight of a talent, de- 


fcended from heaven upon men, fo as to dafh in 


pieces the ftouteft heroes, how well foever they 
. might 
N.<Osuly EF. 


able for flaughter. See Judges v. 19. 


And the whole face of 4 


£ He gathered them.] This feems a 
memorable circumf{tance ; they were the 
dragon's army, yet God aflembled them. 
Such oblique intimations of the interpo- 
fition of Providence, are wonderfully in- 
ftru@tive, and they are fcattered up and 
down in many places of the facred writings, 
--That Megiddo had been a place remark- 


2 Kings ix. 27. 2 Chron. xxxv. 22. 
Compare Zech. xii. 11, To exprefs the 
certain deftruGion that fhould come 
upon thefe antichriftian powers, they 
are deferibed as brought together to this 
nountain. 


& Seventh 
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Reflections on the pouring out the four laft vials. 


might be armed and defended. And men, in- soeecs See ae 
oye -Cauie 

ftead of being reformed by it, bla/phemed God Syoue of the hail; 

fo much the more for the plague of the hail; for for the plague there~ 

the plague of it was very great, and brought os exceeding 

along with it a very extenfive ruin and defola- 8°* 


tion 8. 


IMP RO MLE, MBN 7, 


HaTeveER particular events thefe vials might be refpec- 
tively intended to reprefent, they all agree in giving us 
moft awful views of the Divine power and agency over the whole 
univerfe. He is able to /corch and blaft the earth with infuffer- 
able Aeat, to vail it in midnight darkne/s, to dry up its rivers, 
or even fhake its foundations, fo as to threw down, in a moment, 
the ftrongeft and the proudeft cities. From the air he can caufe 
even rivers of ice to defcend, fufficient, not only to deftroy our 
frail and tender bodies, but thofe regular fortifications which 
are deemed imprégnable ; turning them into the graves of thofe 
who feek and expeét prote€tion from them. How worthy is this 
tremendous Being of our homage and reverence ? And yet men 
hear of his awful judgments, and fometimes /ee and feel them 
too, and continue unreformed. Even while they are gnawing : 
their tongues through the extremity of pain and anguith, it is 
poflible, “that 2s well as their wounded tongues will give them 
leave, they may bla/pheme the God of heaven, and utter their im- 
potent rage and malice againit him. The infernal regions re- 
found with diabolical language: and O, that fo many parts of 
this earth bore no refemblance tothem. But let the outrage of 
the wicked be what it may, God, when he enters into judgment, 
will overcome. And, though the rage of his enemies engages 
them to gather them/e lues togethe ba the event will prove, that it 
is only as fheep for the flaughter. And, while they are acting in 
this with the utmoft freedom, they are indeed aflembled by him, , 
their own angry paflions fubferving the purpofes of his righteous 
Providence. 

Let us confide in his word, let us attend to his voice; and, in 
fpite of all our difficulties and dangers, let us do our endeavour, 
to fecure the bleffednefs of that man, who watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments ; who is always on his guard againft every furprife, 
which might expofe him to /bamie in the prefence of his Matter, 
though he fhouid come in ever fo unexpected a manner, even like 
a thief in the night. 


Sel Ha nC ines 
DN evel Dap he Le5 
& Seventh vial.] This is introductory awful. judgments, which were only intro- 
to the fall of the papal kingdom and the ae to the full and com plete yuin afs 
expreflions, ver. 19. may only fignify, terwards deferibed. 
that great numbers fhould fall by thefe 


An angel foews § 


~ 


O1 6B Cad XX. 


In order to let the author into the meaning of the feven vials, he 
fees a reprefentation of the great harlot fitting upon a myfleri- 
ous beaft; and hears her doomed to defiruétion by the Divine 


judgments. 


Rey. XVII. r. 


ND there came 

one of the feven 
angels which had the 
feven vials, and talk- 
ed with me, faying 
unto me, Come hi- 
ther: I will fhew un- 
to thee the judgment 
of the great whore, 
that fitteth upon ma- 
ny waters ; 


2 With whom the 
kings of the earth 
have committed for- 
nication, and the in- 
habitants of the earth 
have been madedrunk 
with the wine of her 
fornication. 


' 3 So le carried me 
away in the fpirit in- 
to the wildernefs : 
vand I faw a woman 
fit upon a fearlet-co- 
loured beatt, full of 
naines of blafphemy, 
having feven heads, 
and ten horns. 


4 And the woman 
was 


Rev. XVII. throughout. 


REVELATION XVII. 1. 

Aa, when all this was done, oné of the /e- 
ven angels, who had been honoured with 
bearing the feven vials, the pouring forth of 
which I have juft defcribed, came and /pake with 
me, faying to me, Come, [and] Iwill fhew thee, 
to what this prophetic fcene, which has pafled 
before thy view, principally refers, even the 
judgment of the great harlot, that fitteth upon 
many waters, whom thou fhalt now fee; and 
obferve the terrible vengeance to which fhe is 
referved, though fo many people have been cor- 
rupted by her, and though fhe has tyrannized 
over them in fo infolent and imperious a man- 
ner: 
the earth have fo long committed fornication, 
(compare Ifa. xxiii. 17.) and their fubje&ts have 
been debauched with them; fo that, in a man- 
ner, all the inhabitants of the earth have been 
drunk with the wine of her whoredom, as if they 
taken fome powerful provocative, to make them 
doat upon her, and facrifice every dilate of re- 
ligion, and reafon, and even common fenfe, to 
thofe alluring arts. with which fhe has been 
tempting them. And he brought-me in the 
Spirit into the wildernefs ; and I Jaw a woman, 
of an impudent front, and a moft imperious 
and cruel appearance, fitting upon a fcarlet beafts 
fierce and favage ; and the beaft had gaudy trap- 
pings of embroidery upon it, /wll of bla/phemous 
names, afcribing to itfelf, and the harlot upon 
it, properties and glories which belong to God 
alone; and having alfo, like the beaft which I 
faw before, (chap. xiil. 1.) feven heads, and ten 
horns ; referring to the hills on which the city, 
defigned by this harlot, flood, and the number 
of kingdoms fubject to its government. And 
the charms of her perfon, fuch as they were, 
were 


t John the judgment of the great harlot : 
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Even. of her with whom the kings f 4 


2 


474° 


Sect. were fet off with all the gorgeous ornaments of 


20. 
Uw 
Rey. 
XVII. 4. 


5 


Drunk with the blood of the faints, &e. 


the moft fplendid drefs; for, the woman was clo- 
thed with purple, and fcarlet, and adorned with 
gold, and precious ftones, and pearls; having alfo a 
golden cup in her hand full of that inflaming mix- 
ture, by which thofe who drank of it, were inftiga- 
tédtoall the abominations and pollution of her diflo- 
lute and abandoned whoredom; that is, thofe ido- 
latrous practices, which the fociety of men re- 
prefented by this infamous woman, had carried 
to fo fhameful a height.. (Compare Jer. li. 7.) 
But, that fhe might appear in my eyes as a cri- 
minal, marked out by God for fpeedy and dread- 
ful execution, [/be had] upon her forehead [her] 
name, her titles and crimes, written; and the 
firft word was MYSTERY: the great myftery of 
iniquity, abetted by all the fraud and artifice 
which can be conceived, is reprefented by this 
woman: after which followed thefe words, B4- 
BYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH ; the moft impudent ftrumpet that 
ever appeared upon earth, and the greateft pro- 
curefs of lewdnefs that ever polluted the face 
of it. 
informed, that it was with the blood of the faints, 
and with the blood of the martyrs of Fefus; of 
which fhe had gorged vaft quantities, and for 
which fhe ftill thirfted impatiently; and feemed 
to caft her greedy eyes around, as longing for 
renewed draughts of it. And I wendered, when 
f faw her, with great amazement *, as 1 knew 
fhe reprefented a fociety that would call itfelf 
Chriftian, and pretend a regard for Jefus and 
his faints, in the midft of all this cruel perfecu- 
tion of them; and alfo, for the honour of God 
amidft all thefe unequalled idolatries and im- 
moralities. And the angel faid unto me, Why 
doft thou wonder? Haft thou not thyfelf had in- 
timation of this antichriftian fect, and this great 
apoftafy? I will tell thee the fecret of the whole 
matter; the myflery of the woman, and of the 
beaft which carries her, which hath, as thou 
feeft, 

N Oo 

2 Amazement.) ‘This feems a plain ar- 


gument, that the fociety referred to was 
Chriftian’;. for it had been no great 


Raa 


persecute. 


And I faw the woman drunk; andwas , 


was arrayed in puts 
ple, and fcarlet co- 
lour, and decked 
with gold, and pre- 
cious ftones and 
pearls, having a> 
golden cup in her 
hand full of abomi- 
nations and filthinefs 
of her fornication. 


5 And upon her 
forehead was a name 
written, MYSTE- 
RY, BABYLON 
THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS, 
AND ABOMINA- 
TIONS OF THE 
EARTH. 


6 And I faw 
the woman drunken 
with the blood of the 
faints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs 
of Jefus: and when 
I faw her, I wonder= 
ed with great admix 
ration. 


4 And the angel 
faid unto me, Where= 
fore didft thot mar 
vel? [ will tell thee 
the myftery of the 
woman, and of the 
beaft that carricth 
her, which hath the 

feven 


wonder, that a heathen power fhould 


b The 


s 


iS / 


Having feven heads, which are feven mountains : 


feven heads and ten 
horns. z 

8 The beaft that 
thou faweft, was, 
and is not; and fhall 
afcend out of the bot- 
tomlefs pit, and go 
into perdition: and 
they that dwell on 
the earth fhall won- 
der, (whofe names 
were not written in 
the book of life from 
the foundation of the 
world,) when they 
behold the beaft that 
was, and is not, and 
yet is. 

6 And here is the 
mind which hath 
wifdom. ‘he feven 
heads are {even moun- 
tains, on which the 
woman fitteth. 


ro And there are 
feven kings: five are 
fallen, and one is, 
and the other is not 
yet come; and when 
. he cometh, he muft 
continue a _ fhort 
{pace. 
rt And the beaft 
that was, and is not, 
even he is the eighth, 
and is of the feven, 
and goeth into perdi- 
tion. 
12 And the ten 


horns which thou 
faweft, are ten kings, 
which 


feeft, the feven heads, and the ten horns. \ The 
beaft which thow formerly fawef, was, and is 
not >; that is, God will cut fhort its reign, and 
he will indeed afcend, as has been reprefented, 
out of the bottomle/s pit, and go fuddenly into 
deftruttion; and the inhabitants of the earth, 
(whofe names, as I faid, are not written in the 
book of life from the foundaticn of the world,) 
Jball wonder, feeing the beaft, who, for a little 
while, was, and is not; that is, he fhal! quickly 
be overthrown, though he is to appear for a 
while, and perform fuch great wonders. 
Here [is] a proof of the underftanding that hath 
wifdom ; for the utmoft fagacity may here be 
put to the trial. But this I will obferve, to 
guide the inquiring mind, and lam commif- 
fioned by God to give this key to the myftery, 
that the feven heads of the beaft are feven moun- 
tains, on which that celebrated city is built, on 
which the infamous woman I have been defcri- 
bing, /itteth. And there are feven kings, or 
forms of government‘, five of them are fallen, 
and one is, [and] the other is not yet come s and 
when he comes, he muft endure for a little time, 
but will foon. be deftroyed, and fwallowed up. 
And the beaft, of whom I faid, that he was, and 
is not, he is the eighth, and he is of the feven 4; 
he arifeth out of the ramainders of this people, 
but at length goes into defiruction, as the rett, 
though his reign fhall be fo much longer than 
any of his predeceffors. And the ten horis, 
which thou faweft, are ten kings, or kingdoms, 

which 

NYO. BESS. 


b The beafi—was, and is not.) This 
feems to intimate, that the perfecuting 
power of Pagan Rome, fhould for a 
while revive in Papal Rome, and, ere 
long, be utterly deftroyed. 

© Seven—forms of government.] Som 
reckon thefe to be the Roman kings, con- 
fils, difiators, decemvirs, military tribunes, 
emperors, and popes. But I much queftion, 
whether this be a right folution.— Mr 
Lowman fuppofes here is-an intimation, 
that the feventh form of government was 
not to begin till the imperial power was 
deftroyed, And this laft may, on fome 

_account, be «alled the feventh, and for 
other reafons, the eighth head of govern- 
ment, as the exarchate of Ravenna was, 
in fome fenfe, a new form of government, 
Vou. VIO 53 3 


and yet hardly fo diftinét and proper a 
form, as to be reckoned for a difftrent 
head. Compare chap. xii. 6. note 4. 

d He is the eighth, &c.] Myr Fleming 
underftands this of the government of the 
Oftrogoths in Rome; who, though they 
were the feventh head in number, ret 
were not of the fevew, that is, fuch as the 
jix firjt, and the eighth, becaufe they were 
foreigners, whereas the others were iia~ 
tives. Flem. on the firft Ref. p: 106, 107. 
This exact prophecy, he fays, is a great 
confirmation of the Divine authority of 
this book. Iuimborch underftands :t of 
the German emperor, who was only 
titular king of Rome. See the preceding 
note, 
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476° They fhail make war with the Lamb ; but be overcome. 
Sect. which fhall arife out of the ruin of the former 


2.0. 
Law 


ftate, and fhall all, for a while, be dependent 


Rev. upon, and fubjed to the beaft; they have not, 
XVIL32. indeed, yet received their kingdom, but they fball 


receive authority fromthe beaft as kings, though 
greatly under his limitation and controul, to 
reign for one hour, for a certain limited time. 


13 And however thefe princes may be difunited in 


\ 


¥4 territories. 


15. ter, 


their political interefts, which may, in fome re- 
{pects, contradict each other; yet,.with refpedt 
to their unhappy prejudices in religion, and ido- 
latrous inclinations, there fhall be a furprifing 
agreement between them; and they have one 
mind and fentiment in that refpect, and /hall 
confent to deliver over their own power and au- 
thority to the beaft, to be employed by him for 
the advancement of his intereft; fo that they 
fhall a& but as his viceroys, even in their own 
Thefe alfo fball prefume to make 
war with the Lamb; and the confequence may 
eafily be conjectured; for the Lamb, who bears 
fuch magnificent titles, and who hath alread 
triumphed over all the powers of hell, /ba// un- 
doubtedly overcome them, and triumph over 
them; for he is indeed, (what fome vain mortals 
have impioufly and arrogantly called themfelves,) 


Lord of lords, and King of kings, the fupreme: 


Ruler of all governors and magi{trates upon the 
face of the earth, to: whom dominion over them. 


belongs, by the ftriteft and moft unalienable: 


right; and thofe that are with-him, and have the 
honour to fight under his banner, [are] not on- 
ly called to arm themfelves in this glorious caufe, 
but chofen © to a& in the fervice, and they are 
faithful to the engagements into which they en- 


who was commiflioned to inftru€t me in the 


mean- 
On TeeBs 


All thefe were the words of that angel: 


which have: receivedt 
no kingdom as yet. 
but receive power as- 
kings one hour with 
the beaft. 


13 Thefe have one. 
mind, and fhall give 
their power and. 
ftrength unto- the 
beaft. 


14. 'Fhefe hall 
make war with: the 
Lamb, andthe Lamb 
fhall overcome them ¢ 


y for he is Lord of 


lords, and King of 
kings; and they that 
are with him, are 
called, ‘and chofen, 
and faithful. 


1s And he faith: 
unto 


\ 


; N 

€ Called chofen and. faithful.‘ Here 
may very poffibly be, as the ingenious 
author of the Chriftian warfare has repre- 
fented in his Jearned and beautiful remarks 
on this text, a reference to the military 
cufiom of the Greeks; who ufed to call 
the people together when any expedition 
was defigned, out of which they were 
fome feleéted to ferve inthe ation intend- 
ed, who {wore fidelity to their leader. 
(Compare 7 Pet. i. ro. note i.) But [can 


by no means fuppofe that this is the 
uniform idea to be annexed to the word. 
chofen in fcripture, any more than I can 
fuppofe the term called, always to fignify: 
invited to a feaj?; which is an tdea another 
ingenious writer has endeavoured to lead 
his‘readers:to affix tovit. The truth is, 
both fignify fomething much more gene- 
ral, though both may be applied,. in 
particular cafes, in the limited fenfe con- 
tended for. Compare Ifa. xxxiy, 2, 6, 7. 

£ Exe- 


7 


santo me, ‘The waters 

which thou fawelt, 

where the whore fit- 

-teth, are peoples, 

_and multitudes, and 

nations, and tongues. 
{ 


“16 And the ten 
thorns which thou 
fawelt upon the beatt, 
vthefe fhall hate the 
whore, and fhall 
make her defolate, 
and naked, and {ball 
eat her flefh, and 
‘Shall burn her with 
ifire,; 


+7 For God hath 
put in their hearts to 
fulfil bis will, and to 
agree, ani give their 
kingdom unto the 
beaft, until the words 
-of God thal! be fulfl- 
ted. 


18 And the wo- 
man which thou faw- 
eft, is that great city, 
which reigneth over 
the kings of | the 
earth. 


\ 


— Lhefe foall hate the harlot, and make her defolate: 479 


meaning of an appearance which had thrown Sec. 


me into fuch amazement. 
and faid further unto me, The waters which thou 
faweft, on which the fpacious, but abandoned 
harlot fat, are people, and multitudes, and na- 
tions, and tongues, a vaft multitude of different 
nations and languages, who hall confent for a 
long time, to thofe degenerate forms of religion 
which fhe fhall introduce. 
which thou faweft on the favage beaft, thefe are 
the kingdoms fubje& to her. But the princes 
of them fhall at length turn againft her, fo that 
fhe fhall, as it were, be thrown down, ‘and go- 
red by the creature that has fo tamely and pa- 
tiently carried her; for they /ball hate the harlot, 
and make her defolate and naked; they fhall ftrip 


‘her of all thofe ornaments which they have pro- 


fufely lavifhed away upon her; and they fball be 
ready, asit were, in the tranfport of their indig- 
nation and zeal, to eat her very fle/b, and fball 
burn her with fire. They fhall oe bent upon 
deftroying their ftupid idolatry, and-all the mo- 
numents of it, and turn their keeneft refent- 
ment upon the abettors and inftruments of fuch 
cruel perfecution as they have exercifed; For 
God hath given it into their hearts, by a ftrong 
and powerful impreflion, to execute his counfel 
and /fentence f, and they fhall agree in it, even 
to perform one purpofe. And he hath left them 
under a fatal infatuation, in oppofition to true 
policy, as well as virtue and religion, fo as to give 
their kingdoms to the beaft, till the words of God 
be fulfilled; and then their minds {hall be turned, 
and their eyes opened, and they fhall ruin this 
oppreflive fociety more eagerly than they ever 
eftablifhed it. And the woman which thou 
faweft, is the great imperial city, that ruleth o 
ver the kings of the earth, and now difpofes of 
their crowns at her’ pleafure, none daring to 
make war againit her. ; 

I M- 

Nien. TB. 


£ Execute his fentence.] We render it Teftament, when they are forced to have 


to fulfil bis will. 
fhould be cut off. 


Hence fome have infer- 
red, that itis the will of God, that heretics 
But it is fufiiciently 
known to what extremities people are 
driven to find any thing that looks like 


recourfe to a text for this purpofe, which 
only proves that God had, in his wiie and 
holy counfel, determined that the idala- 
trous and perfecuting anlichrifiian power 
fhould be dejiroyed. 


an argument for perfecution in the New 
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And the ten horns | 
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And he proceeded, >”, 
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Reflections on the character of antichriftian Rome 


e. 


Losi PR. 0). Vis dei Ie eee ed 


PaAsiey might we have apprehended, that Rome had been 
here defigned, though it had not been fo particularly defcri- 
bed by its Gtuation on even hilis, or by the empire it then poflef-_ 
fed over all the kingdoms of the world. The harlot might be fuf- - 
ficiently diftinguifhed by her names of bla/phemy, by her cup of en- 
chantment, by her titles, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH. Yea, the might be known by this /imgle charac- © 
ter, of having made herfelf drunk with the blood of the faints, and 
with the-blooa of the martyrs of Fefus. And is it heathen Rome, to 
whom thefe characters are moft remarkably applicable ? The apo- 
Jjile would not then have wondered with fo great admiration, that 
idolatry and perfecution fhould prevail, where the former had 
raged tor fo many ages, and the latter almoft from the very be- 
ginning of Chrifiianity; and to fuch a degree, in the days of Ne- 
roy who, as their own Aiforian tells us, had, thirty years before _ 
this, added mockeries and infults to torment, that Chriflians were 
drefled up, in the fkins of wild beafts, and fo expofed to be wor-_ 
ried on the theatre: a method which hath, indeed, figuratively 
fpeaking, been every-where practifed, and muft be practifed, if 
Chriftianity is to be made ridiculous, or odious. But, the true oc- 


_ cafion of the apoftle’s aftonifhment was, that Rome protefling Chri- 


” 
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Aianity, Rome tetting up for the head of the Chriftian world, fhould ~ 
have emulated and exceeded any Pagan city, and even itfelf in 
its Pagan fate, in its idolatries, and in its cruelties. And this 
is a. fact indeed wonderful. . But thefe are the fecret coun/els of 
God, even thofe counfels which are to us unfearchable. Never- 
thelefs, the beauty and glory of them fhall at length be apparent. 
The kings of the earth, though, like Nebuchadnezzar, (Wa. x. 
7.) they meant it not, are now fulfilling the plan of Divine Provi- 
dence; a p/an that fhall at length appear wife and harmonious. 
though the permiflion-of all thefe abfurdities and horrors make a 
part of it. And when the words of God are fulfilled, they who 
with one mind have given their power and jtrength to. the beaft, 
in order to fupport the Aarlot, fhall be as unanimous in hating 


‘her, and making her defolate and naked, thall be ready to devour 


14 


T5 


her flefb, and confume her in her own fires. Fierce and favage 
as the deaf? may at prefent appear, its war with the Lamb thall 
be ‘utterly in vain; for the Lamb is always vifforious, and will 
affert his grand imperial titles, LORD OF LORDS, AND KING 
OF KINGS. May we all lift under his banner; may we not on- 
ly be called, but chofen and faithful, faithful even to death ; fince 
all the rage of men, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues, if 
it were united againft us, could not-prevent his giving us a crown 
of vigtory, and a part in his everlafling triumphs. =. ™ 
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| Lhe fall of Babylon is proclaimed. 


Cone CT RT 


i fublime defcription of the fall of Babylon, and an account of the 
lamentation of her friends and merchants over her. Rev. XVIII. 


throughout. 


Rev. XVIII. 1. 


ND after thefe 

things I’ faw a- 
nother angel come 
down from heaven, 
having great power; 
and the earth was 
lightened. with his 
glory. 

2 And he cried 
mightily with a ftrong 
voice, faying, Baby- 
Jon the great is Fallen, 
is fallen, and is be- 
come the habitation 
of devils, and the 
hold of every foul 
{pirit, and a cage of 
every unclean and 
hateful bird. 


3 For all nations 
have drank of the 
wine of the wrath of 

her fornication, and 
’ the kings of the earth 

have committed for- 
nication with her, 
“and the merchants of 
the earth are waxed 
rich through abun- 
dance of her delica- 
cies. 

4 And I heard ‘a- 
nother voice from 
heaven, faying, Come 
out of her, my peo- 
ple, that ye be not 
partakers of her fins, 
and that ye receive 

not 


REVELATION XVIII. 1. 

ND after this I faw an angel defcending 
from heaven, who had, in his countenance 

and appearance, the fignatures of great power ; 
and the earth was enlightened with his glory, 
which fpread a vivid luitre all around him, re- 
flected from every neighbouring object.» And 
he cried with great might [and] a loud voice of 
triumphant joy, in the words of [aiah, (chap. 
xxi. 9.) faying, It is fallen, it is fallen *, [even] 
Babylon the great; and what was prophefied 
concerning the celebrated feat of the Chaldean 
empire, fhall prefently be verified in this deteft- 
ed city; fothat we may already fay, it zs become 
the habitation of demons, (as defolate places 
were reputed to be,) and the hold of every un- 
clean fpirit, and a cage of every unclean and hate- 
Ful bird's (Hay xii. 21. Jer, b.392 37.) Be- 
caufe foe hath caufed all the nations to drink of 
the intoxicating and inflaming wine of her ra- 
ging and infatiable whoredom; and all the kings 
of the earth have committed whoredom with her, 
and the merchants of the earth have traded with 
her, and been enriched by the abundance of her 
luxuries >. And I then heard another voice 
from heaven, faying to the remainder of faithful 
fouls, which were yet in Babylon, Come ye cut 
from the midft of her, O my peoplesfeparate 
yourfelves from this accurfed fociety, that ye may 
not be partakers with her in her fins, which are 
fo polluting and enfnaring ; and that ye may not, 


by 
NiO Di eB <8: 


a Ts fallen.] This is ftill the language 
of prophecy, expreffing what fhall cer- 
tainly and {peedily come to pafs; for 
verfe the fourth fhews, that, in ftri€tnets 
of ipeech, Babylon was yet to be confider- 
ed as ftanding. 

b Luxuries.) The word senvous, feems 
__ to fignify fuch luxury of diet as cherithes 
wanionne/s, and difpofes to atts of un- 


chaftity; and may well reprefent the man- 
ner in which the Roman clergy have 
pampered themfelves, and the effects it 
has produced, to ‘the fcandal of the 
Chriftian profefion, in the eyes of all the 
world, as well as the idolatries which 
have been eftablifhed. and maintained to 
fupport that Juxury. Compare 1 Tim. v. 
x1. and the nofe there. 
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Her plagues foall come upon her in one day. 


by a fatal confequence, partake of her plagues 


not of her plagues: 


too, which thofe who fhare her fins muft expect © 


to fhare, whatever their former profeflionmay have 
been. Becaufe her fins have followed up taheaven 
with their clamours, and her unrighteous aétions 
are come up in remembrance before that God, who 
will not fail feverely to vifit her for them. 


And now, O my people, give her, as foe alfo 


has given to you, and recompenfe to her double, 
according to her works; for God will plead your 
caufe for you: in the cup of terror, which foe 
bas mingled for thofe whom fhe was not able 
to feduce and debauch, mingle her a double quan- 
tity of thofe poilongns ingredients : In full 
proportion to the degree in which fhe hath, for fo 
many ages, made oftentation of her glory, and li- 
ved in luxury, inflidt upon her torment and grief, 
and vengeance; becaufe fhe has audaciouily faid 
in her heart, while the Divine threatenings have 
been fou unding 2 in her very ears, J fit as a queen, 

enthroned above the reach of adverfity, and I 
am not a delolate widow, as it bath been pre- 
tended 1 fhould be; and J fhall not Jee forrow. 
(Compare Ha. xlvil. 7, 8.) Therefore, in one 
day foail ber plagues come upon her, even upon 
this impious and abominable city, death, and 
mourning, and famine, which fhall all unite 
their efforts againft her; and fhe fhall be burnt 
with fire; for jirong (is| the Lord God who jud- 

ges her; and all her boafted flrength will, in 
his prefence, be weaknefs and confufion, dnd 
the other kings of the earth, who fhall not be ac- 
tive in the execution before defcribed, but ftill 
retain their affection for her, even the remain- 


der of fhofe, who have committed fornication, . 


and lived in luxury with her, foall mourn over 
her, and lament for her, when they fball fee the 
flames of wrath kindle about her, and the /moke 
of her. burning, like that of Sodom in the day 
of its conflagration, afcending up to heaven. 


They fhall fee it, flanding afar of for fear of 


her torment, faying, Wo, wo, and alas, O thou 


XI 


great city, Babylon, the flrong city! well may 
we lament over thee; for in one hour thy judg- 


ment is come, and thy defolation is as fudden» 


as it is dreadful and entire. And the mer- 
chants of the earth, ar who enriched them= 
felves 


forrow give her: 


§ For her finshave . 
reached unto heaven, 
and God hath re- 
membered her iniqui- 
ties. 

6 Reward her even 
as fhe rewarded you, 
and double unio her 
double, according to 
her works; in the 
eup which fhe hath 
filled, fill to her dou- 
ble. 

7 How werk fhe 
hath glorified herfelt, 
and lived delicionfly, 
fo much torment and 
for 
fhe faith in her heart, 
I fit a queen, and am 
no widow, and fhali 
fee no forrow. 


8 Therefore thalt 
her plagues come in 
one day, death, and 
mourning, and fa- 
mine; and fhe fhalf 
belutterly burnt with 
fire: for {trong is the 
Lord Ged who jud- 
geth her. 

9 And the kings 
of the earth, whe , 
have committed for- 
nication, and lived 
delicioufly with her, 
fhall bewail her, and 
lament for her, when 
they fhall. fee the 
fmoke of her burn- 
ing, 4 : 


ro Standing afar 
off for the fear of her 
torment, faying, A- 
las, alas, that great 
city Babylon, that 
mighty city! for in 
one hour is thy judg- 

ment conic. 
1x And’ the mer-» 
chants of the earth 
fhall 


re 


v 


ew a 


“at pay a0 ho were enriched by her, fhall lament 


fhall weep and mourn 
over her; for no man 


_ buyeth her merchan- 


a- 


dite any more: 


12, The merchan- 
dife of gold and fil- 
ver, and precious 
ftones, and of pearls, 
and fine linen, and 
purple, and filk and 


Acarlet, and all thyine 


wood, and all man- 
ner veflels of ivory, 
and all manner veffels 
of moft precious 
wood, and of brafs, 
and iron, and mar- 
ble, 


13 Andcinnamon, 
and odours, andwint- 
ments, and frankin- 
eenie, and wine, and 
oil, and fine flour, 
and wheat, and 
beafts, and fheep, 


and horfes, and cha-. : 
riots, and flaves, and fes, and chariots, and flaves 


fouls of men. 


14 And the fruits 
that thy foul lufted 
after ‘are departed 
from thee, and all 
things which were 
dainty and goodly are 
departed from thee, 
and thou fhale find 
them no more at all. 


15 Lhe merchants 
of thefe things which 
were made rich by 
Ker, fhall ftand afar 
off for the fear of her 
torment, Weeping and 
wailing, 


© Slaves.| The Greek word copia, 
has plainly this fignification. Compare 


Tobit x. 9. 


d Weeping and mourning.] ‘There is in 
all this fo evident a reference to the /a- 
mentation over Tyre, deferibed by Ezekiel, 
(chap. xvii.) that I fuppofe few readers 


\ 


‘ 


her ruin. 405 


felves by her expenfive magnificence, /ball wail Scr. 


and lament over her, out of a regard to their 
own intereft, if not to her’s; becauje no one any 
longer foall buy their wares, with which they 
had loaded fo many gallant veflels that carried 
on a traffic with her: They fhall lament 
that fo noble a vend for all the delicacies of a 
pompous and luxurious life, is loft, and. that 
they can no longer thus difpofe of the ladings of 
gold and filuver, and every precious floney and 
pearls, and of the fine linen of Egypt, and the 
purple of Sidon, and the /ilk of the eaftern coun- 
tries, and the /carlet, and every odoriferous wood, 
that the plantations of Arabia, or the’ coafts of 
India, could boaft; and every curiovfly wrought 
veffel of ivory, and every veffel of moft precious 
wood, im value exceeding even that; and all the 
utenfils of bra/s, and of iron, and of marble, 
with which the houfes of the rich, and of the 
great, have been furnifhed. No longer fhall 
they there-find a market for rich and fragrant 
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commodities; for cinnamon, and perfume, and . 


myrrh, and incenfe, nor for the more neceffar 
and important fupplies of wine, and oil, and fine 
flour, and wheat, and kine, and fheep, and bor- 
©: and their yet 
more infamous trafic fer their lives, and the 
very fouls of men, which they facrificed to their 
avarice, and their treachery, fhall ceafe. And 
thou, O Babylon, fhalt join thy cry with theirs; 
for all the fruits, which thy foul defired, and for 
which alone thy degenerate nature had any re- 
maining relifh, are gone from thee, and all thy 
delicious and fplendid things are departed from 
thee; and the lofs is final, as well as entire; for 
thou foalt never find them any more. I repeat 
it again, the merchants of all the/e |commodities, | 
who were.enriched by her, fball fiand afar of 
in a mixture of terror and grief, for fear of her 
torment, weeping and mourning 4, but abfolute~ 
' ly 
ND Ong WE. oS. 
can fait to’ take notice of it. Compare 
Va. Xxill. 2, 7, 146 & Jim. Some have 
interpreted many of thefe pafiages, as 
referring to the cireumftances of popifa 
worfhip, and the trade of their priclts 5 
as ver. ra. to relicks, patdons, and in- 
dulgencies : ver, 12, to their im@ges, and 
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482 The apoftles and prophets are exhorted to rejoice over her. 
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17 flones, and pearls! 


18 
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20 


ly incapable of giving her any relief; {miting on 
their breafts, And faying, Alas, alas, for 
the great, elegant and magnificent city, that 
was clothed with fine linen, and purple, and 
fcarlet, and adorned with gold, and precious 
For, who can fufficiently 
lament this fad inftance of the uncertainty of all 
human things, when he fees, that, zm one hour, 
all thefe great riches are laid wafte, and made 
defolate? And this fad fcene was reprefented to 
me in a lively vifion; and every pilot, and every 
one of the foip’s company, and the mariners, and 
all that beftow their labour upon the fea, ftood 
afar off from the flames of the burning city, 
And cried, when they faw theJmoke of her burn- 
ing afcend in fuch thick columns to heaven, 
What (city is] like to the great city, fo long un- 
equalled in its glory, and now in its ruin? 
And they {eemed like men in the greateft agony 
of diftrefs, and caft duft upon their heads, and 
cried, weeping, and mourning, faying, Alas, 
alas, for the graat city, by whofe magnificent ex- 
pences, arifing from her profufion, and elegance, 
and grandeur, all that had fhips in the fea were 
enriched, fo that fhe alone was fufficient, as it 
were, to maintain the merchandife of the world; 
for Joe is made defolate in one hour, to a degree, 
that we fhould have imagined utterly impoflible. 

But while they were thus lamenting their own 
lofs and her’s, I was affected in another manner, 
and could not forbear crying out in my own 


heart, Rejoice over her, O thou juft avenging 


heaven, and ye holy apoftles and prophets *, who 
look down from your abodes of glory, on fo 
wonderful and interefting a fcene. Take your 
part in the facred triumph; for on your account 
God has pronounced fentence upon her; he hath 
adjudged her to righteous deftru@tion, for her 

op- 

NEO Ee Bee: 

the furniture of their churches and chapels, 
and the variety of rich dreffes for their 
images and priefts: ver. 13. to the in- 
cente ufed at their altars : ver. 22, to the 
mufical inftruments ufed in their worthip : 
and ver. 23. to the vaft numbers of lamps 
burning before their idolatrous altars 5 
and the like—But it {eems rather to centre 
in one view, the lofs of every thing valu- 


© Apoftles. } 
apajiles, though 


deftruftion. 


r 


16 And faying , 
Alas, alas, that great 
city, that was clothed 
in fine linen, and 
purple, and fearlet, 
and decked with 
gold, ,and_ precious 

ones, and pearls! 

17 Forin one hour 
fo great riches iscome 
to nought. And e- 
very (hip-matter, and 
all the company in 
fhips, and failors, 
and as many as trade 
by fea, ftood afar off, 


18 And cried when 
they faw the fmoke 
of her burning, fay- 
ing, What city is like 
unio this great city? . 

19 And they caft 
duft on their heads, 
and cried, weeping 
and wailing, faying, 
Alas, alas, that great 
city, wherein were 
made rich all that 
had fhips in the fea, 
by veafon of her coft- 
linefs! for in one 
hour is fhe made de- 
folate. 


20 Rejoice over 
her, thou heaven, 
and ye holy apoftles 
and prophets; for 
God hath avenged 
you on her. 


able and defirable, and the utter ruin of 
this magnificent city. nee 
Nothing can, be more 
lively than this qoirieles in which the 
onoured in Rome by fo 
many /uper/itious and idolatrous rites, are, 
nevertheleis, called upon to rejoice in her 


A 
£ Hurled 


ok Seall be no soy or feftivity in her any more. 48 3 


2x And a mighty 
angel took up a {tone 
like a great milftone, 
and caft it into the 
fea, faying, Thus 
“ with violence, fhall 
that great city Baby- 
jon be thrown down, 
and fhall be found no 
more at all. 


22 And the voice 
of harpers and mufi- 
cians, and of pipers 
and trumpeters, {hall 
be heard no more at 
all in thee; and. no 
eraftimen,’ of whats 
foever craft he be, 
fhall be found any 
more in thee} and 
the found of a mil- 
ftone fhall be heard no 
more at all in thee 

23 And the light 
ef a candle fhall thine 
no more at all in 
thee; and the voice 
of the bridegroom 
and of the bride fhall 
be heard no more at 
all in thee: for thy 
merchants were the 
great men of the 
earth; for by thy for- 
ceries were all nations 
“deceived. 

24 And in her was 

_ found the blood of 
prophets, and of 
faints, and of all that 
were flain upon the 
earth. 


£ Hurled away, | 


words opunuorl Baningzlas, import; asif as Sodom and Gomorrah were. 


N 


oppofition to his kingdom, and for the injuries S®¢™+ 
done to you, who, with ardent and unwearied _*", 
zeal, endeavoured to eftablifh and promote it. 

And, as foon as I had uttered this, in corre- _R«- 
fpondence to the fcene which had been repre- Seas 
fented of old, with relation to the great feat of 
the Chaldean empiré, (Jerem. li. 64.) affrong’ | 
angel took a ftone, like a. great milfione; and, 
with a vigorous and rapid motion, hurled it into 
the fea, faying, Thus fhall Babylon the great city, 
unequal as the production of this event may 
feem to any human power, be violently hurled 
away ‘, by the almighty arm of an avenging 
God, and fink into the depths of deftruGtion; fo 
that it fhall never be found any more. And the 22 
harmonious found of harpers, and other mu/ici- 
ans, and thofe who found the flute, and the trum- 
pet, foall no more be heard in thee; and every ar- 
tificer of every curious trade, employed for the» 
accommodations and ornaments of lite, /ball no 
more be found in thee, O Babylon, nor fball the 
noife of the milftone be heard in thee any more, 
even to prepare bread for the meaneft inhabi- 
tant. And the light of a lamp Jhall no more be 23 
feen in thee, to gild thy dark night with its 
cheerful rays; and the voice of the bridegroom 
and the bride, rejoicing in their new relation, 
and celebrating the nuptial fealt, /hall be heard 
in thee no more *; becaufe thy merchants were 
grandees of the earth, and maintained fo fhame- 
ful a trafic by every difhoneft art, and becau/e 
all the nations were deceived by thy forceries, and 
poifoned by thy pernicious practices! Andy r4 
to complete her guilt, as Babylon of old had 
grown great by the flaughter of Hrael, fo in Aer, 
who has been here reprefented, was found the 
blood of the prophets, and of the faints of God, 
even of all thofe who were flain upon the earth; 
for this wicked city exceeded all the refi of the 
world in cruelties, and might boait.in the mul- 

titudes 


ING) Oeainy i oe ig 
This the original’ fwallowed-up in a lake of fire and brimftore, 
Burin 


falling by its own weight, its fall would Theo. vol. Vi. p. 523. Compare Kev. 
not have been rapid enough. From xix. 20. 

hence Dr Thomas Burnet infers, in his & Verfe 22, 22.] Compare Jer. XKV, 
Theory of the earth, that Rome, being firlk ro, xxxlit, 11. Ezek. xxvi. 13. & jim, 
fired, (compare Dan. vil. 11.) ‘will be 


Vou, VI. 


3 3 O 


~ 
a 


Reflections on the fall of Babylon. as z 


titudes of the martyrs fhe had flain, beyond all 


‘that had ever gone before her, in fuch detefta- 


ble perfecutions : and this hath filled up the mea- 
{ure of her iniquities, and plunged her into this 
irrecoverable ruin. 


FANG Po iB On Vag te at Ne Page anes 


Fe m the particular detail which is here given us, of the va- 
rious commodities in. which Babylon traded with its merchants, 
we may furely take an incidental occafion to refleét upon the rich 
bounty of Divine Providence to the children of men,, in giving: 
them fuch-a variety ef good things, which tend not only to their 
neceflary fupport, but their ornament and delight. ‘To whatever 
pernicious purpofes vanity and luxury may abufe the filver and 
the gold, the gems and the pearls, the fine linen and filk, the pur- 


’ ple and fcarlet, the ivory and marble, the cinnamon and the myrrby. 


as well as- the more important bleflings of wheat and oil, of kine, 
and fheep, and horfes, all are the gifts of God; and, if wifely and 
properly ufed, may juftly excite our thankfulnefs to him; and it 


ys on ourfelves, and not on him, that we are to charge it, if what 


ro] 


fhould have been for owr welfare, becomes a trap, and our trea- 
fures be turned into idols. Nor is the wife difpofition of Provi- 
dence to be difregarded, in caufing many of thefe things to be 
the peculiar products of different countries, denying to fome what 
he has given to the reft, that fo trafic and commerce may be en- 
couraged, and, by it, fociety and intercourfe extended among dif- 
ferent nations, and provifion made for that. fpread of Divine know- 
ledge, which had, in many inftances, been impoffible, if humarr 
induftry, quickened by neceflity, and the profpe€t of gain, had 
not invented thofe arts of navigation, to which Great-Britainy. 
above all other nations, is fo much indebted; and without which,, 
indeed, our beautiful.and fruitful ifland had been a defert, inac- 
ceflible to men. 

But, though this odJique refleCtion may profitably be made, the. 
great objec to which we are directed by this chapter, is the cer-_ 
tain and final ruin of Babylon, which, how highly foever exalted,. 
how fuperbly foever adorned, how luxurioufly foever regaled, fhall - 


s fall, /bail fallas a milftone caft into the fea. Strong is the Lord God’ 


BY 


5 


who judgeth her ; and it is impoflible fhe can withftand the force’ 
of his omnipotent arm. Long has fhe, in a metaphorical fenfe,. 
been the hold of every foul /pirit, and the cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird; and God will mae her, fo in another, even in 2 
literal fenfe, when he flall appear to remember and punith thofe: 
iiquities, which have reached unto heaven; among which, va- 


24 rious and deteftable as they have been, fhedding the blood of the 


prophets and the faints, muft be reckoned.as molt enormous. Let 


no 


The heaventy hoft triumphs over her : 


no , triumph of the antichrifliian powers, for the prefent, fhake $ 
our faith in thefe moft'certain and indubitable prophecies; and 
Jet that charge never be forgotten, “ Come forth from her, O my. 
people, and be Separate.” Wlefled be God, that a /eparation has - 
- been begun, that it has been fo long /upported, and that fo many 
attempts to bring back God’s J/rael into captivity have been de 
feated, May the boundaries of the reformation be extended ; 
may the purity of the reformed churches be more and more re 
vanced, and all remainders of /uper/tition, perfecution, and impo- 
Jjition, be taken away. And, to conclude all, let thofe who are 
now living delicioufly, and lr ifying Sas in the forgetful- 
nefs of God, abufing the various gifts of his bounty to his difho- 
-nour, and faying in ‘their hearts, that they /hall /ee no forrow, re- 
member how fuddenly their ftate may be changed; how quickly 
_ they may fink into the depths of mifery, proportionable to the 
height of their abufed profperity ; and experience a torment and 
forrow, which will be doubly bitter in the remembrance of their 
former condition. Let fuch, therefore, in whatever rank of life 
they are, according to the words of Danie! to the moft illuftrious 
king of Babylon, (Daniel iv. 27.) Break of their fins by righteou/- 
ne/s, and their iniquities by /bewing mercy to the poor, if it may 
bea lengthening out of their tranquillity ; and give glory to God, 
pefore all their cheerful light be exchanged for. darkne/s, and all 
the Aarmony of their mufic for weeping and wailing, groaning and 
lamentation for ever. 


ident fds XXII. 


The triumphs of the heavenly hoft in the fall of Babylon are defcri- 
bed, and further illuftrated, by the view of an.attack made by Ghrift 
and his army, on the beafi, which ended in an entire viétory 
over him. Rev. XIX. throughcut. 
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Rev. XIX. 3. , REVELATION AIX. 1 
ND _ after~thefe ND after thefe things, this affeGting repre- 
things I heard a fentation of the certain deftru€tion of Ba- 


reat voice of much 
See in heaven, bylon, as the feat of the antichriftian kingdom, vf 


faying, Alleluia; Sal- heard the voice as ofa great multitude in heaven, 
vation, and_ glory, who feemed to be triumphing on this occafion, 
and honour, and i derek i hy th 
power unto the Lord faying, Halleluja etthe name of Jehova e 
our God: moft high God, be ever pratfed and elie 

. Let this great falvation, and all the glory and 
honour, which can arife from this, and all his 

other wonderful works and the power fo ama- 

zingly difplayed in them, be afcribed to the Lord 


pi. Fie our 


bik 
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_ faid, in my hearing, 


G fcenes of wonder, fo glorioufly difplayed. 


vi 


And rejoice in the marriage of the Lamb: 


our God, For his judgments [are] true and 
righteous, and we have lately feen a moft glo- 


rious iluftration of them; for he hath judged 


the great harlot, who cortepted the whole earth 
with the contagion of her fornication; and he 
has awhully avenged the blood of his faithful /er- 
vants and martyrs, which hath been [/bed] fo 
profulely dy her cruel hand. And a fecond 
time, at the conclufion of the hymn, they /aid, 
Hallelujah: and, looking down upon her ruins, 
they added, The fmoke of her [torment] afcends 
jor ever and ever; and God is puriuing the 
impenitent finners he has deflroyed in ber, with 
far more terrible vengeance in a future ftate, 
than any they could endure while they continu- 
ed in the body. (Ifa.xxxiv.10.) And the twen- 
ty-four elders, and the four animals, {o often men- 
tioned before, who {till appeared prefent, fed/ 
down and worfbipped God, who was reprefented 
fitting upon the throne, faying, Amen, Hallelyah, 

fo let it be; let univerfal Hallelujahs, and ever- 
lafting praifes, rife to thee, O thou ever-adorable 
Jehovah, who art moft worthy to receive them. 
And a voice came out from the throne, which 
Now praife our God in the 
moft exalted ftrains of rapturous devotion, ai/ 
ye his Jervants, and ye that fear him, both fmall 
and great, in your various ranks and circum- 

tances of life. Adore his great and magnifi- 
cent name, fo highly exalted, and, in thefe 
_ And 
Lheard [a found] which was as the voice of a 
great multitude, and loud as the voice of many. 
waters, when the waves of the fea are in a vio- 
Jent agitation, and like the voice of mighty thun- 
derings, faying, Hallehgah, for the Lord God 
Almighty, the omnipotent Jehovah, who is the 


Author and Support of univerfal nature, reign- 


eth, and is about to exalt his kingdom among 
men to more vifible fplendour than it has ever 
yet worn. And we will now, in an efpecial 
manner, rejoice and exult in the greateft tranf- 
port of holy joy, and we will give Slory to him, 
becaufe the marriage of the, Lamb is come, and 
his wife has prepared herfelf to meet him, being 
adorned with all thofe ornaments, which are 
moft graceful in themfelves, and moft agreeable 

to 


judgments 5 


2 For true and. 
righteous “are his 
for he. 
hath judged the great 
whore, which did 
corrupt the earth 


with her fornication, ~~ 


and hath avenged the 
blood of his fervants 
at her hand. 

3 And again they 
faid, Alleluia. And 
her fmoke rofe up 
for ever and ever. 


4 And the four 
and twenty elders, 
and the four beafts, 
fell down and- wor- 
fhipped God that fat 
ov the throne, ‘fay- 
ing, Amen; Aileluia. 


s And a voice 
came out of ' the 
throne, faying, Praife 
our God, all ye his 
fervants, and ye that 
fear him, both fmall 
and great. 


6 And J heard as 
it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and 
as the voice of many 
waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thun- 
derings, faying, Al- 
leluia : for the 
Lord Géd omnipo- 
tent reigneth, 


» Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give 
honour to bim: for 
the marriage of the 
Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made 
herfelf ready, 


To 


@ And to her was 
granted, that fhe 
fhould be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and 

“white: for the fine 
linen is the righteouf- 
nefs of faints. 


9 And he faith 
untome, Write, Blef- 
fed are they which 
are called unto the 
marriage -fupper of 
the Lamb. And he 
faith unto me, Thefe 
are the true fayings 
ef God. 


ro And I fell at 
his feet to worfhip 
him. And he faid 


» unto me, See thou do 


it not: I am thy fel- 
low-fervant , and of 
thy brethren that 
have the teftimony 
of Jefus. Worfhip 

God: 


which bleffed are they who are invited. 


tohim. And he is going to efpoufe his church 
with circumftances of the higheft feftivity and 
folemnity. And it was given to her, that, 
in token of her virgin-innocence and fanétity, 
She foould be clothed in fine linen, pure and re- 
Jplendent ; and the fine linen, that | {peak of, is 
intended to fignity the righteous aéts of the 
faints *, whereby they are adorned in the fight 
of God, and an evidence given of the fincerity 
of that faith which interefts them in the merit 
of what their Lord has performed, to which 
they ultimately owe their acceptance before him. 
And he faid unto me, Write this down, as anim- 
portant truth, in which all that read this book 
in future ages, will be greatly concerned, Hap- 
py are] they who are invited to be guefts at the 
{plendid marriage-fupper of the Lamb, which is 
now prepared, and {hall accept the invitation, 
fo as to partake of its bleflings. And he faid un- 
to me, Thefe.are the true words of Ged, and are 
to be regarded by thee, and all that read them, 
as an oracle which he hath infpired. (Compare 
2: Corwxi, 2.) 

And, while he was fpeaking to me in this 
manner, over-awed by his majeftic appearance, 
I fell before his feet, to pay homage to him. And 
he immediately interpofed to prevent it, and /aid 
unto me, See [thou do it] not; for 1am not wor- 
thy of fuch regard from thee, being a fellow- 
fervant with thee, and with the rett of thy bre- 
thren », who refolutely and faithfully keep the 
teftimony, of Fefus. Pay thine homage, in fuch 
expreflions of it, to Godalone. Jam now fent 
for the fervice of that religion to which you 


and 
ING OLZI | eas. 


So 


a The righteous alts of the faints.] 
Pixcrowale evidently fignifies; and, there- 
fore, though 1 make no ‘doubt but it is 
with regard to the obedience and righteoul 
nefs of the Son of God, ‘that a// our righ- 
teous afts are accepted before God, and 
have accordingly referred to this doétrine 
in the paraphrafe; yet I cannot fuppofe 
that thefe words have that reference which 
fome have imagined, to the imputation of 
his righteoufiefs to us. And 1 hope Chri- 
ftian divines will have the courage to 
{peak with the fcripture, even though it 
fhould be at the expence of their reputation 
for orthodoxy with fome, who profefs, ne- 


verthelefs, to make feripture their frandard. 

b With thy brethren.| The expreffion 
in the Greek obliges me to give the word 
this turn: cnvdva@ ou nat rev adcagay 
ox. But Mr Fleming underftands~it, 7 
am one of thy brethren, which he thinks 
intimates, that this was the departed /pirit 
of an apoftle; perhaps of St Peter or St 
Paul, or his own brother James, though 
not in a form to be known. And, on 
the fame miftaken principle, he thinks 
the perfon fpeakihg, chap. xxii..9. might 
be the fpiric of one of the prophets, per- 
haps Ifaiah, or Ezekiel, or Daniel, Fem. 
Chriftol. vol. 1. p. 8x. 
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12 


14 


AS 


The vifion of him whois true and faithful; -- 


and your brethren are making fuch confiderable 
facrilicess for the Spirit of prophefy ts the tefti- 
mony of Fefus, and ferves in a glorious manner, 
to confirm his Divine miffion, to all that Knot 
and duly obferve the circumftances of it; and 
that which I now reveal to thee, makes a con- 
fiderable article of the proof. 

dada giorious vifion immediately followed 
this; for ri faw heaven opened; and behold, and 
obferve it with due attention, a white horfe ap- 
peared, and he that fat upon it, [was] called 
Faith/ul and True, being indeed no other, than 
the Perfon {peaking of him elfewhere, as the A- 


men, the faithful and true Witnefs; and he jud-. 


ges, and makes war in righteoufnefs, and not 
like the unjuft conquerors of the earth, who are 
fo ready to ufe their fuperior power to opprefs 
all that fall under it. ‘This was the glorious 
Prince, whofe eyes [are] piercing as a flame of 
fire; and many diadems were upon his head, ha- 
ving allo a mnytterious name written upon them, 
which noman knows but himfelf; to fignity, that 
there are myfteries in his nature, and i in the ad- 
miniftration of his kingdom, which it is impof- 
fible for men to find out, And, to exprefs 
the irrefiftible power with which he triumphs 
over his enemies, and brings deftru€tion upon 
them according to his pleafure, de [was] clothed 
in @ garment dipt in blood; and his name is 
catled, The word of God, the glorious and Divine 
PluaRy whom I have elfewhere fpoken of, as in 
the beginning with God, and himielf God, and 
the great Medium of Divine revelation in all 
ages. And the armies which are in heaven, 
followed him, in token of being moft willingly and 
entirely under his command, and they appeared , 
[riding] on white horfes, and themfelves clothed 
in fine linen, white, and pertectly clean and pure, 
to denote their perfe€t innocence and righteouf- 
nefs. And he ftill retains this circumftance 
in the vifion I at firft faw of him, that there 
went out of his mouth a harp fword, that with 
it he might fmite the heathen; to fignify the 
power of his word; and he shall govern them 
with a rad of iren; and he treadeth the wine- 
prefs of the indignation and wrath of Almighty 
God, which was fignified by the-blood ftaining 

his 


8 


God: for the tefti- 
mony of Jefus is the 
{pirit of prophecy. 


1r And I faw hea 
ven opened, and be- 
hold, a white horfes 
and he that fat upon 
him was called Faith- 
ful and True, and in 
righteouMmefs he doth - 
judge and make war. 


1z His eyes were 


asa flame of fre; and 


on his head were ma- 
ny crowns; and he 
had a mame written 
that no man knew 
but he himielf:, 


13 And he was 
clothed with a velture 
dipt in blood: and 
his name ts called, 
Vhe word of God. — 


14 And thearmiés 
which were in hea- 
ven followed ‘him 
upon white horfes, 
clothed in fine linen, 
white and clean, 


rs And out of his : 


-mouth goeth a tharp 


fword, that with it 
he fhould fmite the 
nations: and he fhall 
rule them with a rod 
of iron: and he tread- 
eth the wine: prefS of 
the fiercenefs, and 
wrath of Almighty 
God, 


Who is King of kings and Lord of lords: 


his garments; to intimate, that he {hall fubdue sect. 


16 And he hath 
‘on his velbure and on 
his thigh a name 
written, KING OF 
KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS. 


x7 And I faw an 
angel {tanding in the 
fun; and he cried 
“with sa loud voice, 
faying to’all the fowls 
that fly in che midft 
of heaven, Come and 
gather yourfelves to- 
gether unto the fup- 
per of the great God; 


18. That ye ma 
eat the flcth of kings, 
and the ficth of cap- 
tains, and the fleth of 
mighty meu, and the 
Aeth of horfes, and of 
them that fiton them, 


and the flefh of all 


men, both free and 
bond, both fall and 
great. 


19 And I faw. the 
beaft, and the kings 
of the earth, and their 
armies gathered toge- 
ther, to make wa: 
againft him that: fat 
en the horfe, and a- 


gainft 


4 


y went for 


the proudeft enemies with as.much eafé as men 
burft grapes by treading them under their feet. 
(Compare Ifa. Ixiii. 2, 3.) And he hath upon 
his garment, and his thigh, that is, upon the 
fword which hangs upon his thigh, a magni- 
ficent and exalted name written, even KING OF 
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS; to fignity 
his unitertal empire over all the princes and po- 
tentates on earth, and in heaven. 

And I faw a oats angel, but one of great 
majefty and ftrength, detaching himfelf, as it 
were from the army im heaven, who followed 
the great leader of the Lord’s hoft on their white 
horfes; and he was feen by me Standing in the 
fun; and to mtimate the approaching flaughter 
and defolation which was fo foon to come 
upon the enemies of the church, he-cried with 
a loud voice, faying to the eagles, and vvl- 
tures, and all the other birds of prey, which 
were flying in the midft of heaven, Come and af- 
femble yourfelves to the fupper of the great Cod; 
for he is about to make a f{plendid entertam- 
you, 
mighty kings, and the flefb of famous command- 
ers, who have led on their thoufands to ba attle; 
and the ficlh of the mighty foldiers, who have 
fought fo courageoufly under their banners; and 
the flefb of warlike horfes, that were advancing 
with fo much intreprdity and rage to the battle; 
and the fleth of thofe who fat thereon, and were 
fo ready to truft to their ftrength or their fpeed; 
and the flefh of all the promifcuous multitude, 


freemen and flaves, both /mall and great, who- 


ffrall fall down together in the duft, and pour 
out their fouls in blood, leaving their mangled 
carcafes for your prey. (Compare Ezek. xxxix. 
17, 18.) And, to fulfil this awful decree of 
the great God, whofe a ans over all human 
affairs 1s fupreme; and who knows how to work 

his own purpofes, even by the greateft malice 
and rage of his enemies, I faw the beaft appear- 
ing again, as at the head of the antichrifhan in- 
tereft; and the kings of the earth, who fupported 
him, and gave their power unto him; and I faw 
all their armies gathered together, ie make war 
with him who fitteth upon be white 
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That ye may eat the flefh of 1® 


FQ 


490 ce whom the beaft and the kings of the earth make war. 


a ECT. with all his army, even the hoft of eaten) which gainft his army. 


als 
XIX, 10. 


20 gain{t him, and all his celeftial legions. 


2 


UA, mentioned as with him: infenfible of “his-fu- 
perior power, and madly borne on to their own 
deftruétion, they marched their feeble forces a- 
And 
the iffue was fuch as might be expected; for the 
beaft was taken captive °, and with him alfo the 
falfe prophet, who had wrought fo many fallaci- 
ous figns before himy by which he had deceived 
thofe who received the mark of the beaft, and 
thofe who worfbipped his image; and they were 
bound faftin chains of Divine vengeance, and 
bath of them were caft alive % into the lake of fire 
which burnt fo fiercely, enraged with ftores of 
brimftone, to make the flames more durable, and 
more tormenting. And the reft, who had fo 
infolently and foolifhly followed the banners of 
thefe accurfed leaders, were /flain with the 
Jword that came out of the mouth of the great 


_leader of the heavenly army, even him who fat 


Wer. 


255°=3 


on the white horfe, defcribed before, robed with 
light, and crowned with glory. And their car- 
cafes were left unburied on the field of battle; 
and all the birds of the air, according to the in- 
vitation which the angel had given them, were 


fatiated with their fle/b. 
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20 And the beaft 
was taken, and with 
him the falfe prophet 
that wrought mira- 
cles before him, with | 
which he deceived 
them that had recei- 
ved the mark of the 
beaft, and them that 
worlhipped his 
mage. Thefe both 
were caft alive into a 
lake of fire burning 
with brimftone.. 


2x And the rem- 
nant were flain with 
the {word of him that 
fat upon the horfe, 
which /word proceed 
ed out of his mouth: 
and all the fowls were 
filled with their flefh. 


N JR, 


| us learn by what we have here been reading, to adore the 

Lord God omnipotent, who reigneth over all, and who difplays 
the truth and righteoufne/s of his,judgments, in his vengeance on 
the enemies of his church, even when he inflicts on chen a tor- 


NODS ease 


ments, 


ist ge 


© Beaft was taken. re What Brandi tells 
us, of the interpretation given by a divine 
of Heidelburg to this text, as promifing 
Frederick, king of Bohemia, that he 
fhould take the emperor prifoner, and 
that all the ‘other potentates of Europe 
fhould be fubjeéted to his fovereign will, 
appears too ridiculous to be canvafled ; 
but I mention it, to engage men to be 
cautious how they apply any of thefe 
prophefies to events which may happen 
to themfelves, or thofe for whom they 
are immediately concerned. Brandi’s 
Hift. of the Reform. vol. 1V. p..202.— 
Compare chap, xvi. 13. and § xvi. note 2 
andi, 


d Caf alive.]. See the note on chap. 


xx. 14. Doétor Clarke obferves, it is only 
faid of other finners, hey were cajt inte 
the lake; and this he fuppofes intimates a 
dijlinttion of punifhment, fevere in pro- 
portion to the faults of the punifhed; and 
he thinks it illuftrated by the words of 


Mofes, concerning Korah and his com- 


pany, Numb. xvi. 29. If thefe men die the 
the common death of all men, or if ibey be 
vifited after the vifitation of all men, then 
the Lord hath not fent.me : intimating, that 
there would be as much difference in their 
punifhment, as between being executed 
in the common way, and {wallowed up 
with an earthquake. Clarke's Pojth. Serm. 
vol. I. p. goo, 40%. 3 


Reflections on the righteoufnefs of God’s judgments.  4gt 
tment, the fmoke of which rifes up for ever and ever. Inthe cer- $£¢7, 
tain aflurance, that in due time he will plead his own caufe, | 2*° 
and refcue and exalt his people, let all his fervants and people Ver. 
praife him, even all that fear him, both /mall and great, and la- s; ¢ 
bour to live that Divine life of gratitude, and joyful thank{giving 
onvearth, which may anticipate the pleafures and employments 
of the heavenly world. The time will at length come, when all 
of fuch a charaCter fhall celebrate the marriage-/upper of the 
Lamb; yea, when the whole focicty fhall appear in his prefence 
as one chafte virgin, whom he has efpoufed to himfelf; and whom, 7, 8 
with unutterable delight, he places in his more immediate view, 
not only as arrayed in robes of pure and fhining linen, which is 
the righteou/ne/s of the faints, but as perfectly free from /pot, or 
blemifh, or any fuch thing. Ue will admit them all to fea/ in his 
own prefence; yea, to dwell for ever with him: /o /hall we ever 
be with the Lord. Thefé are the true fayings of God. Andthougha 
conf{cioufnefs of our own utter unworthinefs of fuch honours, might | 
be ready to detract from the credibility of thefe Divine affurances, 
or at leaft prevent us from giving fo clear an affent to them, as 

_we might otherwife do, yet let God be true, and every man a liar. 

And in the mean time, in the mingled fcenes of adverfity and 
profperity, which attend the Ifrael of God, let us dire€t our be- 
lieving eyes to him, who is faithful and true; to him, who both 1: 
adminifters juftice, and wages war in righteoujne/s. Let us re- 
verence his penetrating eyes, which are dike a flame of fire. Let: 
us rejoice in the diadems placed upon his head, to fignify the ex- ‘ 
tent of his dominion; and read with awe the in{fcription upon his 
veflure, and his thigh, The word of God, The King of kings, and 13, %8 

_ the Lord of lords. As fuch let us pay our homage to him; and 
let the favour of lords, and kings, be as nothing to us, where 
his favour or 41s honour is concerned. The proudeft of earthly 
potentates oppofe his dominion in vain; in vain do they marfhal 
their captains, and their mighty men; vain is the ftrength of 
horfes, and of them that fit thereon, and the combinations of t7,--2: 
bond and free, though Satan himfelf abet their rebellion, and in- 
fpire them with fubtilty, and atm them with rage: their fubtilty 
fhall be defeated, their rage fhall be repelled. The /word of the 
Lord fhall-devour them. The birds of prey, fhall at his pleafure 
be feafled with their carcafes; and the fad cataftrophe of their 
bodies fhall be only an imperfect emblem of the anguifh and mi- 
fery of their fpirits, when plunged with the evil /pirit that decei- 
ved them, they fink deep into the lake that burns for ever, and 
feel theterrors of the fecond death. Be wife now therefore, O ye 
kings, and be inftructed, ye judges of the earth, ferve the Lord with 
fear; and, fenfible of his uncontroulable dominion, and your own 
weaknefs and imperfection, even while ye rejoice before him, re- 


Joice with trembling. (Pfal. it. 105 11) 
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492 » An angel fouts up the dragon for a thoufand years K 


SEC ls, Re ; 


The binding of Satan for a thoufand years, during which the gof- 
pelis greatly to prevail; with a view of the deftruttion of the 
enemies of Chrift, upon their making their laft attempt againft 
his church ; and of the univerfal judgment. Rev. XX. through- 
out. 


REVELATION XX. 1. Rev. XX. 1 


sect. "P ‘Hus the beaft was conquered and taken; AND I faw an an- 
aa. but the dragon yet remained at liberty. a ethic Woke 2 
‘Re And, that I might allo be informed as to his ¢ 


the key of the-bot- 


Xx. 1. doom, J faw an angel defcending from heaven, tomlefs. pit, and a 


who had the key of the battomle/s pit, and he had 


2 alfo a great chain in his hand; 


vanced with the intrepidity of one who feared no 
refiftance, and /aid hold on the dragon, dreadful 
as he was; even that old ferpent, who is called 
the devil, from being the great falfe accufer; 


great chain in his 
‘hand. 

2 And he laid hold. 
on the dragon that 
old ferpent, which is 
the devil and Satan, 
and bound him a 
thoufand years, 


And ‘he ad- 


and Satan, as being the great adverfary both of 
God and man ; and he bound him for the {pace of 


3 a thoufand years*. And, having opened the 
door with the key that he-bore, he caf? him into the 
abyfs, and fout him down, and fet a feal upon 
him, to fignify, that none fhould break open the 
door; that he might not deceive the nations any 
more, for the time above-mentioned, that is, 
till a thoufand years were accomplifoed; and then 
he muft be'loofed again for a little time, and make 
his laft effort againft the caufe of God,. and the 


* 8 A thoufand years.) 1 think we mutt 
défpair of being able to interpret any pa/- 
fage of {criplure upon the plaineft principle 

of reafon, if this does not frgnify, that 
there thall-be fuch @ period as this, in 
which Satan fhall be remarkably reftrain- 
ed, and the Chriftian intereft fhall prevail. 
‘But whether the thoufand years are here to 
be taken literally, as is moft probable; 
or whether here, or elfewhere, eaoh day is 
put for a year, and, confequently, the 
whole period be 360,000 years, I will not 
pretend to determine: ‘This thought has 
been very lately ftarted by an ingenious and 
worthy perfon, who hath, { doubt not, 
intended the fervice of Chriftianity 5 tho’ 
Yam very apprehenfive, he has failed in 
fome of the mediums by which he has. 


3 And caft him 
into the bottomlefs 
pit, and (hut him up, 
and fet a feal upon 
him, that he fhould 
deceive the nations: 
no more, till the 
thoufand years fhould 
be fulfilled; and af- 
ter that he muft be 
loofed a little feafon. 


king-— 


1 Cirle a Di 


endeavoured to prove this point. See: 
Dr Whitby’s Treatife on the Millennium, 
where he thows at large, that this whole 
paflage is figurative, agreeable to the pro~ 
phetic ftyle, efpecially in this book. And 
verfe 4, may only intimate, that the: /pirits 
of the martyrs feemed to live again, in 
thofe whom God fhould then raife up. 
Compare Ezek. xxxvii. 1, 14. Rev. xi. 
it, 1z. Rom. xi. 15. This interpreta- 
tion is illaftrated and confirmed alfo by 
Mr Lowman, So that the feventh chif- 
ad, or 1000 years, from the creation of” 
the world, is to be a kind of fabbath. 
Compare Ainfworth on Gen. i. 31. and 
Worthington on tie Redemption, p. 211, 
Pb ars 


b The 


During which the Chriftian caufe fhould revive. 493 
4 And I faw kingdom of his Son Jefus Chrift. And, af- Seer. » 
thrones, and they : 3 
fat upon them, and tet this, J faw thrones placed, and they fat upon ee 
judgment was given them, and a power of judgment was given to Rev. 
unto them: and I them; and the fouls of them who had been be~ XX 4 
faw the fouls of them beaded b for hind ont é 
that were beheaded é teftimony of Fefus, and for the 
for the witnefs of Je- word of God, and who had not worfbipped the 
iy peat oe tok beaft, nor his image, when his caufe was fo tri- 
had not worhipped UMphant, and who bravely oppofed the torrent 
‘the beaft, neither his of prevailing degeneracy, fo that they had not 
oe aoe received his mark in their foreheads, and upon | 
Si aisle Miekeade: their hands, when it was fo furioufly urged up- 
or in their hands; on all; thefe appeared to rife in triumph, and 
oe peed: ssh they lived and reigned with Chrift °, whofe 
ys eae years,  caufe, during this time, was profperous and 
flourifhing, even for @ whole thowfand years : 
But this was peculiar to this holy remnant; for, § 
as to the reft of the dead, they revived not till 
the thoufand years were accomplifbed 4; fo that 
this [was] the jirft refurrection. Eminently 6 
happy and holy [is] he, whohas a part in the firft 
refurreélion { have been deicribing; it is a fin- 
gular felicity and high token of the degree, in 
which God, the fupreme Standard and Judge of 
moral rectitude and holinefs, approves his cha- 
racter 5 on fuch the fecond death, we before de- 
r {cribed with fo many dreadful circumitances, as 
the portion of the wicked, /hall have no degree 
of power *, nor fhall any of its terrible forerun- 
ners, 


5s But the-reft of 
the dead lived not a- 
gain, until the thou- 
fand years were finith- 
ed. ‘This is the firft 
refurrection, 

6 Bleffed and holy 
zs he that hath part 
in the firft refurrec- 
tion : on fuch the fe- 
cond death hath no 

power, 


Ni Ope Ske Se 
b The fouls of then. who had been behcad- while the reft have only the common 


ed.| Dr Whitby, not unjuftly, thinks 
’ this a ftrange exprefion, to fignify the re- 
farrection of their bodies. (See his Treatife 
on the Millennium, chap. tii.) Mr Fleming 
obferves, it is faid elfewhere, that their 
fouls were aétually living before ; and 
living, he thinks, muft be put for rifiig 
from the dead, becaufe it is faid, the ret 
of the dead tived not till a thoufand years. 
Elem, Chriftol vol. 11. p. 57. 
© They kived and reigned with Chrift.J 
This is the chief text on which Mr Flem- 
ing builds his do€irine of the firft refur- 
rettion; when, he fuppofes, thofe who 
have died for the teftimony of Fefus, and 
~ other mof? excellent faints,’ fhall be raifed 
from the dead; not, (he imagines,) to 
live upon earth,” but.to live @ thoufand 
years with Chrift in heaven 5 enjoying: a 
bleffednefs nearly approaching, if not al- 
together equal, to that which good men 
are to enjoy after the general refurredion ; 


Peg. 


, 


blefling of the feparate ftate, during this 

period ; and, even after the refurrection, 

fhall have only inferior deprees of glory, 

to what thee fir{t-fruits of the reiurrection * 
fhall for ever poffefs. Flem. Chrifiol. val. 

Il.¢p. 42. 

d Fhe reft of the dead, ’&c.] This has 
been urged'to prove, that a proper refur- 
rection is here fpoken of s but I nmch 
doubt the juftnefs of the coriclufion. 
Such éxpreflions may, fometimes, be 
thrown in to promote that ai/eurity, which 
feemed, upon the whole, convenient in 
fuch a feries of prophecy. Compare chap. 
XXi. 17. 

© On fuch the fecond death foall have no 
power.] Mr Fleming confiders this as an 
intimation, that dhe fecand death will have 
[ome power to terrify, thoug! only for a 


‘little while, thofe good; mea, wio thot 


not have their fhare in the fir refurvettion. 
See his Chriftol. vol. Its pags. but the no- 
tion, 


494 The thoufand years being expired Satan foall be loofed : 


Seey. ners, in the execution of Divine wrath upon his 


43 


Rev. 


enemies; but they fhall be the prtefts of God, 
and of Chrift; and they {hall not only be after- 


XX. 6. wards admitted to a kingdom of eternal glory, 


IO 


but fball reign with him a thoufand years, pat- 
taking in the triumph of his kingdom upon 
earth. And when the thoufand years, before 
defcribed, /ball be accomplifbed, then Satan 
foall, for a certain time, be laofed from his con- 
jinement, to give the laft proof of his malice 
g againft Chrift and his faints. And he fball go 
eas to deceive the nations, who are in the four 
diftant corners of the earth f, and fhall prevail 
againft them ; fo that they fhall engage in a vain 
and fatal enterprize, for the overthrow of what 
God has determined for ever to eftablifh: even 
Gog and Magog, as the prophecy of Ezekiel, 
(chapters xxxvili. xxxix.) ftiles the enemies of 
God’s people: and Satan fhall fucceed in his at- 
tempts ta gather them together in war ; even an 
army, whofe number [is] like the fand of the fea. 
9 Accordingly I beheld them in vifion, as drawn 
- forth in order of battle; and faw, that. they went 
“up over the breadth of the earth; {o that they 
feemed to cover the face of it from north to 
fouth, and then furrounded the camp of the faints, 
and Jerufalem, the beloved city, in which they 
dwelt; and it feemed at firft in imminent dan- 
ger, but it was not long before it was remark- 
ably delivered; for fire came down from God out 
of heaven at once, and devoured them;, fo that 
there were no more remainders of them to be 
feen; but they, and all their dreadful artillery, 
perithed and difappeared, as if they had never 
exifted. (Compare Ezek. xxxvili. 22.) And 
then the devil, who had deceived them, came in 


for 
NT Og Eo Bs. 


power, but they fhall 
be priefts of God, 
and of Chrift, and 
fhall reign with him 
a thonfand years. 


» And when the 
thoufand years are. 
expired, Satan fhall 
be loofed out of his 
prifon, 


8 And fhall go out 
to deceive the na- 
tions, which are in 
the four quarters of 


‘the earth, Gog and 


Magog, to gather 
them together to bat- 
tle: the number of 
whom js as the fand 
of the fea. 


9 And they went 
up on the breadth of 
the earth, and com- 
pafled the camp of 
the faints about, and 
the beloved city: and 
fire came down from 
God out of heaven, 
and devoured them, 


to And the devil. 
that deceived them, 


was | 


tion appears to me very abfurd, and ill to 
ayree with the reprefentation which fcrip- 
ture gives of the yniverfal judgment, as 
a day of unmingled joy and triumph to all 
the righteous. 

f The four corners of the earth.) As it 
is moft certainly known, from the moft 
convincing arguments, and from repeated 
experience, that the earth is of a /pherical 
form, it is certain, that by rhe four corners 


of the earth, we are to under(tand the na- 


tions which lay at the greate/t di diftance from 


the city of the faints ; which, 1 fuppofe, 
does here efpeciaily fignify Jerufulem. 
And we may fuppofe, that thofe who 
live in that firuation, fhall be laft inftru@ed 
in the gofpel, and fo capable of being 
moft ealily engaged to rife up againit it, 
Compare chap. vil. 1. and paraphrafe.— 
By Gog and Magog, many underftand the 
Seythians, and other -norihern nations, 
whom the devil will ftir up to affault the 
people of God. 


& For 


But he fpall at length be caft into the lake of fire: 


was caft into the lake 
of fire and brimf{tone, 
where the beaft Pe 
the falfe prophet are, 
and fhall be torment- 
ed day and night for 
ver and ever. 


1x And J faw a 
great white throne, 
and him that fat on 
it, from whofe face 
the earth and the hea- 
ven fled away, and 
there was found no 
place for them. - 


tz And I faw the 
dead, fmalland great, 
ftand before God; 
and the books were 
opened : and another 
book was opened, 
which is the book of 
life : 


_reprefented to me before. 


& For ages of ages: 


Povey “> This: is “the moft literal render- 
but it is certain, that 


ing of thefe words : 


49% 
for his fhare of that punifhment, which had Seer. 
long before been infli€ted upon many of'his'ac- _** 
complices, and was caft into the lake of fire and Rev. 
brimftone, where, as\ before faid, the bea/t and XX-10. 
the falfe prophet [were ;] and there they fhall be 
tormented together day and night, for ages of 
ages, for ever and ever 8, without any hope of 
releafe, or refpite. 

And, after this, I faw a great white and re- 11 
fplendent throne *, which fhone with a glory 
fcarce to be fupported ; and yet, mine eye be- 
ing Divinely ftrengthened for that purpofe, I 
beheld him who fat thereon, from whofe majeftic 
face, when he came on this folemn and tremen- 
dous occafion, earth and heaven fled away }, 
and there was found no place for them, in which 
they might continue *. And I faw the dead, \% 
of all ranks and orders, /mall and great, rich 
and poor, princes and people, in one grand af- 
fembly, which knew no more of thofe diftinc- _ 
tions, once fo much regarded, /fanding before 
God, to receive their final doom from him; to 
intimate, that the laft judgment fhould quickly 
follow the wonderful events which had been 
And the books were 
opened, which contained the records of the Di- 
vine omnifcience on the one hand, and, onthe , 
other, the law and the gofpel, which were the 
rule whereby thofe who ftood before him were 
to be judged. And another book was opened, 
diftin® from thefe, which is [the book] of life, 
in 


\ 


NiPOwmr Pac E48. 
fis TYS ainvas Tav great fuperiority, though its plainnefs 
renders the majefty lefs obfervable to 
common readers. ‘* It is fo plain, fays 


no argument can be drawn from hence 
againft the eternity of future punifhment, 
for no phrafe can more ftrongly See tet a 
proper eternity than this. 

h A great white throne.| It hath been 
obfervéd, that this judgment-feat has 
been reprefented by a throne, to thew that 
there can be no appea/ from it; a white 
throne, to fignify the bright glory, the un- 

» fpotted purity, and inflexible juffice of him 
who fits upon it. 

i From whofe face earth and heaven ficd 
away, &c.] Mr Blackwall compares 
this defcription with a celebrated paflage 
in Homer, in which Jupiter is deferibed 
as fitting on his throne, and aflerts its 


<¢ he, that it does not need; fo majeftic 
“6 ant grand, that it Ciebedi commentar: 
“© and paraphrafe.” See his Sacred Chaff 
vol. 1. p. 329. 

k There was found no place for them.} 
Hence Mr Whiftcn infers, that at the con- 
fammation of all things, and the final 
judgment, the carth will defert its prefent 
ftation, and be no more found among the 
planetary chorus. MWhift. Theor. p. 282, 
But I cannot think this defcription intend~ 
ed to teach us any aftronomical niceties; it 
feems only to intimate, that a// nature was 
thrown into /frong commotion, as if it were 
incapable of fuftaining the majeltic pre: 
fence that appeared, 


1 Death 


496 ° All mankind all be judged according to their works. 


Sic 


23% 


Lawn 


in which were regiftered the names of all thofe 
happy perfons, who, according to the tenor of 


Rev. the Divine declarations to men, fhould be the 


BN. 12, 


13 


14) 


inhabitants of the heavenly Jerufalem, and live 
with God for ever, in the enjoyment of felicity 
and glory. And the dead were all impartially 
judged out of the things written in the books, 
and in a manner agreeable to the tenor of them, 


life: and the daa 
were judged out of 
thofe things which 
were written in the 
books, according to 
their works. 


according to their works, asthey had been agree- _ | 


able or difagreeable’ to the difcoveries which 
God had made to them of his will for the rule 
of their actions. And, that none might be 
exempt from coming into judgment, I percei- 
ved that the refurre€tion extended alfo to the 
fea, which gave up the dead that were in it; 
and death, and the unfeen world, and feparate 
{tate, in all their extenfive domains, gave up 
the dead that were in them, all that death had 
fwallowed up, and hades received; and they 
were judged, as \ {aid before, every one accord- 
ing to their works. And \ faw, in the vifion, 
emblematical perfons, who feemed to prefide 
over the regions of death and hades, or the fepa- 


‘rate ftate; and, to fignify that human fouls 


a5 


fhould be no more feparated from the bodies, 
to which they were now united, thefe perfons, as 
it appeared, were caft into the lake of fire, which 
Ihave before defcribed, and. of which I faid, that 
this is the fecond death }, And as the regifter, 
which God, in purfuance of his counfels of 
everlafting love, had kept of thofe, whom it 
was his gracious purpofe, agreeably to the tenor 
of his gofpel, to fave, was complete; I faw, 
that if any one were not found written in the 
book of life, he was cafi into the lake of fire: fo 
that this was the awful end of the whole human 
race, to be plunged into that flaming and eter- 

<P tab 
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13 And the fea 
gave up the dead 
which were in it; and 
death and hell deli- 
vered up the dead: ' 
which were in them: 
and they were judged 
every man according 
to their works. 


14 And death and 
hell were caft into 
the lake of fire: ‘This 
is the fecond death. 


t5 And whofoever 
was not found writ- 
ten in the book of 
life, was caft jnto the 
lake of fire. 


1 Death and hades were caft into the lake 
of fire.} It is no wonder, a man of Mr 
Hobbe’s difpolition and principles fhould 
be ready to catch*at any argument, to 


| prove the annihilation of the. wicked. But, 


that which he infinuates from this paflage, 
(fee his Leviathan, p. 335-) feems to be 
very precarious. For, as Archbifhop 
Dawes obferves, (fee his Serm. No. 7. 
fp. 100.) to talk of Aell being caft into a 
part of itelf, is downright nonfenfe. 


The plain meaning is, there fhall be xe 
more feparate tate. . And this, I think, 
clearly overthrows that hypothefis, which 
fuppofes this laft fire will ki// thofe that 
are thrown into it; and that their /eparate 
fpirits will for ever remain in that mifery, 
which muft be the confequence of having 
loft happinefs and hope, while they re- 
tain their thinking powers; a dorine, 
which Dr Whitby has ftrangely taught in 
his Append. to 2 Theff. chap. i. 


’ * 


f 


Reflections on the future judgment. 


nal ruin, or to be received into thofe abodes of 
glory, which I am next to defcribe, under the 
figure of a new heaven, anda new earth. (Com- 
pare Rev. xxi. 1. note *.) 


Do MEE ei Cie BM ER NES, 
WE have here a moft affeCting view before us, of that import- 


ant event in which we are all intimately concerned. 
Whatever the firft refurreétion may import, or that glorious reign 
of a thoufand years, (which probably intimates a fignal revival of 
‘the Chriftian caufe in the world, and a difplay of its influence be- 
yond what hath yet been known,) I fay, whatever thefe events 
may particularly intend, the illuftrious day, in which heaven and 
earth is to pafs away, demands the attention of. all mankind. 
For the dead, both fmall and great, whether buried in the earth or 
the fea, muft then ftand before God: Therefore let all the living, 
both /mall and great, ferioufly weigh the folemnity and the im- 
portance of that appearance. Let them often look forward to 
the awful period, when the glorious throne fhall be /et, the im- 
portant volumes opened, which contain the records of our lives 
and a€tions, and of God’s gracious and merciful tranfactions 
with us. We mutt be judged according to our works: that God, 
before whom all our ways are, and who fearches all our hearts, 
will bring every work into judgment, and every fecret thing, whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil. Let us judge ourfelves im- 
partially, that we be not condemned of the Lord; and confcious 
how unable we fhould be to /tand in that judgment, if God were 
rigorous fo lay fuftice to the line, and righteoufnefs to the plum- 
met, let us humbly apply to the throne of mercy, to the blood of 
his Son, to the grace of his gofpel-covenant. So fhall we find 
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SECT. 
23. 


Rev. 
HX. 15, 


mercy of the Lord in that day, and be the prie/ts of God, and of — 


Chriff, and reign with him, not a thoufand years alone, but for 
everlafting ages. 

In the mean time, let thofe who'have'no reverence for his ma- 
jefty, who have no efteem for his gofpel, who have never taken 
this awful alarm, who have never fled for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope fet before them, tremble at thefe awakening views. Let 
them all, of every condition, both fmall and. great, fay in their 
hearts, Who fball dwell with devouring flames, and lie down in 
everlafting burnings, even in this lake of fire, into which every 
one who is not found written in the book of life, thall be ca/?, and 
where the wretched viGtims of Divine juftice /ball be tormented 
for ever and ever? 

How meiancholy does the face of our earth appear, when we 
reflect on the reign of Satan on it, on the influence of the dragon, 

¥ : ANC 


498° The vifion of a new heaven and a new earth ; 


sect. and the beaft, and the falfe prophet! O Lord, cut fhort their 
23- power; fend down the angel that has the key of the bottomle/s pity 
Ver. to bind this deftroyer; yea, when he fhall be hofed for a feafon, 
1,2; 3, moderate his rage; fupport thy faints under the terror of every 
7,8, affault, till thou appear to the laft confufion of their enemies, till 
thou appear to clofe this perplexing fcene, by the wife and glo- 
rious cataftrophe of all things; when it fhall be feen, that the 
48 fouls of them who were beheaded for the teftimony of Fefus, were 
not loft, and that it was wifdom ftrenuoufly to refufe the mark of 
the beaft, andthe homage fo generally paid to his image, though 
men might neither duy-nor fell, nor enjoy their liberty, nor their 

lives, without making an entire fubmiflion to it. 


~ 
“ 


Sis XXIV. 


The folemn introduétion to the glorious vifion of the new heaven and 
the new earth; with a declaration of the bleffing to attend the 
faithful and courageous conquéeror, and the mifery to be infliéted 
on impious and wicked offenders. Rev. XXI. 1,---8. 


. REVELATION XXI. t. 


Rev. XXI. x. 
ND when this fcene of things was pafled aay I faw a He 
away, another moft glorious and delightful on? gor the 


one opened upon me; for J faw a new heaven, 
and a new earth, wherein I knew righteoufnefs 
was ever to dwell, for the former heaven, and 
the former earth was paffed away, as I faid be- 
fore; and the fea was no more *: the whole ter- 

ra- 


firft heaven and the 
firft earth were pafled 
away; and there was 
no more fea. ; 


IN Onie E: 


4 The fea was no more.) The confe- 
guence which Dr Thomas Burnet hath 
drawn from hence, in his theory, to prove 


and durable period of profperity, which 
thall be enjoyed upon this earth after the 
Millennium ; and when the paradifaical 


there was no fea in the paradifaical ftate,» fate hall be yet more fully reftored, by 


» is fo manifeftly abfurd, that I need urge 
nothing againft it. For it is certain, 
were God to cover the whole fea with dry 
land, the earth. muft quickly peri/h, as 
well as much of its commerce be deftroyed. 
But a world more populous, than this 


the more abundant progreflive influence 
of the gofpel. Bat, on weighing the . 
whole matter, I muft declare myfelf of 
the opinion of thofe divines, who under- 
{tand it as an emblematical defeription of 
the happinefs which the faints are to en- 


can be, while the fea takes up fo large a joy in heaven after the refurrection, and 
part ofits furface, might well beexpreffetl to enjoy for ever; when, according to 
by fuch a figurative vifion. As for this the preceding defcriptions, the dead fhall 
account of the new heaten and new earth be judged according to their works, when 
in general, .commentators have been divi- this heaven and earth foall have paffed away 
ded. Some have thought it reprefentsthe with @ great noife, and the elements foall 


happy ftate of the church upon earth, 

during the Millennium, A very ingeni- 

ous writer, 1 mean, Mr Worthington, in 

his Treatife of the Extent and Progre/s of 

Redemption, endeavours to prove, that it 

is intended to reprefent a yet more perfect 
\ 


have melted with fervent heat, at St John 


and St Peter coneur to defcribe it; and, 


when death and hell fhall be caft into the lake 
of fire, with all that are not written in the 
bock of life; phrafes, which, 1 think, 
cannot be explained properly of any e- 

vent, 


. 


£z 


and of the New Ferufalem, coming abi from God. 493 


2 And TI John faw 

the holy city, New 
Jerufalem , coming 
down from God out 
of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned 
for her hufBand. 


3 And I heard a 
great voice, out of 
heaven, faying, Be- 
hold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, 
and he will dweil 
with them, and they 
fhall be his people, 
and God himfelf fhall 
be with them, aiid de 
their God. 

4 And God fhall 
wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and 
there fhall be no more 
death, neither for- 
row, nor crying, nei- 
ther (hall theré be a- 
ny more pain: for 
the former things are 
pafled away, 


feeble globe was changed for another kind 0! Seer. 
world, wherein every thing was incomparably , ** 
more beautiful and eee than the ‘ites re recy 
nature had ever been, and room was miade for *X!«. 
a vaftly greater number of,inhabitants; And 2 

as an emblem-of the eminent holinefs and feli- 
city which fhould there reign, / Fohn /aw the 
holy city, thatis, the New ferufalem, defcending 
Srom God out of heaven”; arid it was prepare: 
with all imaginable ornaments and decorations, 
like 4 bride adorned for her hufband, and pirepa+ 
ring to meet him with all her charms fet out to 
the greateft advantage. And I heard a great 
voice out of heaven; Jaying aloud, Behold the ta- 
bernacle of the living God [is] now with men ; 
and he fhall pitch his tent among them, in token 
of his favour and friendthip, and they /ball be 
owned by him as his people, and God himfelf [ball 
be with and among them as their God, their Pro- 
tector and Friend, their Guardian and Father, 
their fupreme Good and final Portidn. = And 4 
God fall, with parental tendernefs, wipe away 
their tears from their eyes; though here their 
tears have plentifully flowed, not one {hall now 
be left on any of their faces. And death Jball be 
no more; he fhall be for ever banithed thofe 
biifsful regions, and with him al] his melancholy 
train, nor fhall there be grief, nor crying, nor 


\ Soall there be any more pain, or labour; for all 


gy And he that fat 
upon the throne, 
faid, 


the former things are paffed away, all the mourn- 
ful fcenes which were on earth fo familiar to 
their eyes: And he that fat upon the throne °° 
then 
NOPE - S: 


vent, but théfe of the day of univerfal 
judgment. And it is certain, that if we 
do not go into this interpretation of them, 
there is no view given us of the final cata- 
ftrophe of things on this earth of ours, in 
this coniprehenfive prophecy, tho’ intended 
to reprefent the triumph of Chriftianity ; 
which feems in theory a very improbable 
fuppofition. 
b Defcending from God out of heaven. | 
I apprehend he faw in the vifion an ap- 
pearance of a city, which feemed, like she 
Jheet which Peter faw, to be let down from 
heaven, and appeared pendent, as it were, 
in the air, in fitch a view, that the founda- 
tions were vilibly diftinguifhable ftom the 
Superfirudlare 5 and this he confidered, not 
VOL. Vie x 3 


as a€tually the abode of the bleffed, hut 
as ja figurative reprefentation of the holi- 
nefs and felicity in which they were to 
dwell; fo that it was a type of what thé 
church itfelf fhould be, To interpret it 
therefore, as if there were now fuch «. city 
made in heaven, and by angelic power to 
be brought down to earth, and fettled 
upon fome fpot.of it, is fo wild, and 
romantic a thought, that one would wonder 
any one perfon of learning and underftand- 
ing fhould ever have embraced it. Com- 
pare Hallet?'s Notes and Difcourfes, vol. J. 
p- 200. See Ifa. ye are ta). 

© He that fat upon the torone.] As the 
Lamb, and He that fat upon the throne, 
have been mentioned, as diflinf, through 


(Os the 


560° 


S ie then fpake himfelf, and /aid with his own aw- 
ful and gracious voice, which through the whole 
Rev. vilion I had not before heard, Behold, I make all 
XXLst things new. exert my power in producing a 
new creation, whence every trace of feeming 
imperfection and irregularity fhall be banifhed. 
And he then condefcended to take notice of me3 
and fingling me out by his eye, and directing 
his voice to me, he /aid unto me, while all my 
foul was awed into reverence and attention, 
Write what thou heareft, for thefe are true and 
faithful words; ,and as their contents are im- 
portant, fo. they are beyond all controverfy cer- 

$ tain. And he faid unto me, Wonderful as the 
prediction is, doubt not of its accomphfhment; 
Lt is done, it is, as it. were, already prefent with 
me; Jam the Alpha, and the Omega, the Begin- 
ning, and the End; too great and excellent to 
need to ufe arly artifice with my creatures; and 
far above the temptation of raifing in them any 
falfe hopes and expectations, J will give to him 
that 1s athirft, of the fountain of the water of life 
freely I open the {prings, and they fhall flow 
in abundance; and let every humble foul that 
defires it, freely come and quench his. thirft. 
I have already made many gracious promifes to 
him who overcometh ; and I will now comprife 
them all in one; the conqueror fball inherit all 
things; the whole new creation fhall be his, he 
fhall poffefs its bleffings to the ttmoft of his 
moft enlarged defires, dnd I will be fo him a 
God, a fource of complete and everlafting blef- 
“fednefs; and he’ fball be my fon, and as my fon, 
inherit my kingdom, and dwell with me in it 
g through eternal ages. But as for the fearful 
and unbelieving, who dare not face the difficulties 
which a courageous profeflion of my religion re- 
quires; and the abominable, who have devoted 
themfelves to fenfual affections and purfuits; 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and forcer- 


ersy 
Ne Oe Be 


He that overcomes, fball inherit all things. 


faid, Behold, I make 
all things new. And 
he faid unto me, 
Write: for thefe 
words are’ true and. 
faithful. 


6 And he faid un- 
to me, Itisdone. & 
am Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the Beginning 
and the.End: I wilk ’ 
give unto him that is 
athirft, of the foun- 
tain of the water of 
life frecly. 


7 He that over- 
cometh fhall inherit 
albthings; and I will ° 
be his God, and he ° 
fhalk be my fon. 


8 But the fearful, 
and unbelieving, and 
the abominable, and 
murderers , and | 
whoremongers , and 

for- 


the whole book ; and, as the Lamb is 
mentioned here as the Spoufe of the church, 
I am ready to underftand the Father as 
the Perfon here fpoken of. But I will 
not absolutely infift upon this, becaufe in 
chap. xx..11, 12. it feems to be Chrift 


who is reprefented as fitting upon the throne: 
fince we know it is he who is to appear as 
unvverfal Fudge, under which character the 
Perfon who fat upon the throne is there 
{poken of.» 


4 Al 


- Reflections on the new heaven and the new earth. 
forcerers, and idola- 
ters, and,all liars, 
fhall have their part 
in the lake which 
burneth with fire and 
brimftone: which is 
the fecond death. 


ers, and idolaters, and all liars 4, all who allow 
themfelves in their words, or in their a€tions, 
to violate the eternal and invariable law of truth 
by which I have governed myfelf, and by which 
I have required all my rational creatures to be 
governed; their part [/ball be] in the lake which 
burns for ever with fire and brimftone, which is 
the fecond death. Let this therefore be recorded. 
by thy pen, that every future generation of 
men may carefully perufe, and ferioufly confi- 
der it; that every fincere believer, however 
weak, may be encouraged, and that every ob- 
ftinate finner may be terrified, and, if poflible, 
~awakened; and that none, in the day of my final 
judgment, may complain, that they have not 
been warned and cautioned with the greateft 
plainnefs, and with the greateft folemnity.\ 


EM, CEE PEP NE Be eT, 


Foss us paufe a little; before we ptoceed*to the more particular 
“4 defcription of this glorious fcene ; and let our hearts rejoice 
in this general view of the new heaven, and the new earth, and 
of the holy city defcending out of heaven from God. WillGod in 
very deed dwell with men? Will he dwell with them for ever? 
Willhe fix bis tabernacle with them, and condefcend to avow 
them for his people, and to make himfelf known unto them as 
their God? 

-, Let our fouls then be awakened, to pay a due attention to fuch 
glorious andimportant promifes.. Let us hearken to the voice of 
him who fitteth upon the throne, whofe words are undoubtedly 
true and faithful. Lord, doft thou make all things new ? Verity 
the word firft, we implore thee, in our hearts, that it may be ve- 
rified at length in our ftate and condition. O thou Alpha and 
Omega, who art the Beginning and the End, thou who hatt done fo 
much to introduce this Divine fcheme of falvation, perfect it, we 
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intreat thee, with refpect to us; exciting our thir/t after the water 


of life ; and may we come and take it as freely as it is offered in 
the gofpel. . , 
In what part of the holy feripture is life and death, the bleffing 
and the curfe, fet before us, if not in thefe awful pailages? Let 
thore 
NAOT By 


d All lars.) Some think this refers to 
the general notion, which is fo largely 
inculcated by the well-known author of 
the religion of nature delineated, that there 
is a language in aétions, .as well as words; 
and that the malignity of every vicious 


and immoral ation, confifts in its con-. 


tradiction to the great rule of trui). Bat, 
in this view, it muft comprehend the eafe 
of exprefs lying ; again{t which, in the moft 
obvious fenfe, the terrors of this cliate 
are molt direétly levelled. 


3 Qz 


be 


sP2 The vifion of the heavenly Ferufalem ; 


vt. thofe who are too timorous refolutely to adhere to their duty, be 
spe recovered, and, as it were, driven back to it, by the fear of Divine 
Ver.8 vengeance. And let all habitual and obftinate finners, and efpe- 
cially all liars, who bring up the rear of a catalogue, in which 
murderers, and Una RORE ETN and forcerers, and idolators: make 
_a part,be awakened by this awful threatening. O, defperate and 
inexcufable folly, to be afraid of the di/pleafure of men, and the 
inconveniences which may poflibly attend an adherence to the 
truth, and not to fear the lake which burns for ever with Ate and 
brimftone ! | 
But let us courageoufly encounter, and then we fhall conquer 
all our enemies, animated by thefe glorious promifes, in which 
“allthe encollage ments contained in the facred volume, are com- 
7 prifed, that he, wha overcomes, fhall inherit all things, while God 
owns himfelf is God, and acknowledges him as Ais fon; and if 
a fon, then an heir, an heir of God, and foint- -heir with Chrift ; 
and-if fo, all things are indeed ours. Let thofe tears, that will 
‘now fometimes filently fteal down our cheeks, be fhed as tears, 
which we expect quickly to have wiped away, even by the foft 
4 andcompaflionate hand of cur heavenly Father, Let us bear our 
forrows, and our pains, as thofe that know we fhall, through Di- 
vine grace, foon be out of the reach of them; fe let us meet 
déath itfelf, if we are fincere believers in Chri/?, as thofe that 
‘know its reign will foon come to a period; and that when once 
we are recovered from it, by the almighty power of our great 
General, we fhall never more be fubje& to its invafion, or an 


of its terrors; even then, when all former things [ball have paffed 
aways 
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ieee cas Sac XXV. 


A fublime and particular defcription of the fplendour, glory, puribh, 
and happine/s, of the heavenly Ferufalem, Rev. XXI. Qg, to the 


—= 


énd. : 
REVELATION XXI. Q, Rey, XXI..9. 
fren pve after he, who fat on the throne, had ANDtherecamenn- 
ee” condefcended to fpeak to me, in the words , t° me one of the 


feven angels, which 
5 iis I have juit now mentioned, there came to me ane had the feven vials 


KXI.9. of the feven angels, who hod the feven vials full full of the seven latt 
of the feven laft plagues which had lately been plese acer 
poured out; and he /pake with me, faying, Come, Come hither, 1 will 
and Iwill foew thee the bride, the wife of the thew thee the bride, 
Lamb, and thou fhalt obferve how beautiful and ee 
© glorious fhe is. And he brought me, in avi- to And he carried 


.me away in the fpirit 
fion of the /pirit, toa great and high mountain, to a great and high 
and moun+ 


¥ 


‘twelve angels, 


/ 


which was enlightened by the glory of God, &c. 


ypentain, and fhew- 
ed me that great city, 
the holy Jernialem , 
defeending out of 
heaven from God, 


1¥ Having the glo- 
ry of God: and her 
light was like unto 
a ftone moft preci- 
eus, even like a jaf- 
per ftone, clear as 


chryftal; 


xz And had a wall 
great and high, and 
had twelve yates ; 
and at the gates 
and 
names written there- 
on, which are the 
names of the twelve 
tribes of the children 
of Lfrael. 


13 On the eaft, 
three gates; on the 
north, three gates; 


‘en the fouth, three 


gates; and on the 
weft, three gates. 

14 And ‘the wall 
of the'city had twelve 
foundations, and in 


them the names of - 


the twelve apottles 
of the Lamb. 


rs And he that 
talked with me, had 
a golden reed to mea- 
fure the eity, and the 
gates thereof, and 


_ the wall thereof. 


16 And the city 
Heth four-fquare, and 
‘the length is as-large 
as the breadth: and 


‘ he meafured the city 


with the reed; twelve 
thoufand furlongs : 
the 


® The twelve tribes of the fons of Ifrael.] 
Such a regard continually maintained to 
the Jews, and their manners, and their 
temple-worfiip, might have a great ten- 
dency to conciliate their’ regards; and 


and he Shewed me that great city, the holy feru- 
, falem, coming down out of heaven from God; 
which I underftood to be an emblem of the 
church of Chrift, in its. moft happy and glorious 
ftate. And it was indeed a moft delightful 
object to behold, having the glory of God thin- 
ing round about it; and its lufire [was] like to 
that of a moft precious gem, bright as a jafper 
Slones and clear as cryftal; for the whole city, 
as it was reprefented ta,me pendent in the air, 
fhone with an elegant and amazing bane: 
And it appeared having a great and high wall, 
for ever to fecure it from all the attacks ‘of its 
enemies 3 having alfo twelve gates, and over 
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it 


the gates there appeared twelve angels, as a ce-— 


leftial guard pofted there; and there were names 
written upon them, which were [the names] of 
the twelve tribes of the fons of Ifrael*; to fig- 
nify that it was the dwelling of the Ifrael of 
God. And the city made a complete fquare, 
having on the eafi fide, which I fir ft viewed, 
three gates ; on the north, three gates ; on he 
fouth, three gates ; and on the weft, three gates. 
And as\ faw the city fufpended, as it were, in 
the air, I had an opportunity of obferving, that 
the wall of the city had twelve foundations ; and 
in them, the names of the twelve apoftles of the 
Lamb were engraven 3, to fignify, how great a 
dependence the church had on their teftimony, 
and what an influence the gofpel, which th 
preached, had upon raifing this noble and Divine 
{tructure. 
the angel who appeared in vifion to Ezekiel 
(chap. xl. 3.) a meafuring rod, but with this 
circumftance of illuftrious diGineion; that it 
was a golden reed ; and it was given him, that 
he might meafure the city, and its gates, and its 
wall, And the-city was.a complete /guare; and 
its length was exaCtly equal to its breadth; and he 
meafured the city with the reed, and each fide 
was twelve thoufand ftadia, or furlongs. , And, 


which 
LSS at GJM ire Bare 
may alfo afford fome hints for the inter- 
pretations of many paffages of the Old 
Teftament, in which expreffions, taken 
from the Jewifh church, are ufed in de- 
fcribing that of the Meffiah. 
b Its 


And he that fpake with me had, as” 


Les) 


14 


oa" 


And was like to pure gold, &c. 


Sect. which was moft extraordinary of all, it appear- 


25. 


ed to me, in this vifion, as a perfect cube, fo 


Rev. that its length, and its breadth, and its heighthy 
AEX were equal»; which was an intimation how im- 
poflible it was for any of its enemies to {cale the 


17 bulwarks that defended it. 


And he meafured 


the thicknefs of its wall, and found it one hun- 
dred forty-four cubits, the {quare of twelve ; and 
this was according to the meafure of a man, that 
isy of the angel who had the meafuring-rod in 
his hand, and accurately took the dimenfions of 


18 it. 


And the building of its wall was like a 


complete rock of ja/per, and the city [was] 
pure gold, and it was bright and clear, /ike refi- 


19 ned glafs.- 


And to fignify how firm the foun- 


dations of the walls of the city, which were the 
emblem of the apoftles and their doétrine, 
[were,] they appeared adorned with every pre-_ 
cious fone, like fo many vaft and folid rocks of 
gems, lying under the gates, and appearing ra- 
diant and glorious, while the city hung, as J was jafper; the fe- 


faid before, fufpended in my fight. 


The firft 


foundation [was] jafper, the Second fapphire : 


the third, chalcedony ; 
fide © 3 the fourth emerald ; 
donyx ; 


thefe were on the eaft 


The fifth far- 


the fixth, fardius ; thefe were on the 
north; the feventh, chryfolite, or a ftone of the 


colour of pure gold; the eighth, beryl ; the ninth, 


topaz q 


thefe were on the fouth ; and, to com- 


jaete the fquare, the tenth was chryfoprafus, or 
a beautiful mixture of gold and green; the ele- 
venth, hyacinth ; and the twelfth amethyft; which 
appeared on the weft fide: thus were they agree- 
ably variegated and decorated, with all the ele- 
gance and magnificence that can be imagined. 


21 


And. the twelve gates (were) twelve pearls ; 


‘each of the gates was of one entire undivided 
pearl, with all the beautiful pillars and arches, 


am 


mould- 


N30 ihe BAS. 
the building defcribed mutt be a mile high. 
€ On the eaft fide. J As the temple of "fe 
rufalem was beheld in its greateft glory, 
when viewed from the ea/f, towards which 
the beutiful gate looked; I think it is pro- 
bable, that the like was obfervable in this 
vifionary city, which was all as one temple 
in which Goddwelt. 


b Its length, its breadth, and its heighth, 
were equal.| Asthisis quite inconceiva- 
ble, with regard to any cubical {truéture, 
which can be fuppofed of this bignefs, I 
Jeok upon it asa wife and well-judged in- 
timation, that all thefe deferiptions are 

“figurative. VT he like intimation is given 
in the vifion of Ezekiel; according to 
which, if it were able to be taken Jitera/ly, 


the length, and the 
breadth, and ths 
height of it are equal. 


17 And he meafu- 
red thé wall thereof, 
an hundied and forty 
and four cubits, ac- 
cotding to the meéa~ 
fure of a man, that 
is, of the angel. 


18 And the build- 
ing of the wall of it 
was of jafper; and 
the city was pure 
gold, like unto clear 
glafs. 

19 And the foun- 
dations of the wall of 
the city were garnifh - 
“ed with all manne 
of precious ftones. 
The firft foundation 


cond, a fapphires 
the third, a chalce- 
dony ; the fourth, an 
emerald; 


20 The fifth; 4 
fardonyx; the fixth; 
a fardius; the fe- 
venth, a chryfolite; 
the eighth, a beryl; 
the ninth, a topaz; 
the tenth, a chryfo- 
prafus; the eleventh, 
ajacinth; thetwelfth, 
an amethyft. 


21 And the twelve 
gates were twelve 
pearls; every feveral 
gate was of one pearl; 

and 


& 


d Glory 


All the kings of the earth bring their glory into 1 


and the ftreet of the 
city was pure gold, 
as it were tranfparent 


glafs. 


22 And I faw no 
temple therein: for 
the Lord God Al- 
mighty , and ‘the 
Lamb, are the tem- 
ple of it.’ 


23 And the city 
had no need of the 
fup, neither of the 
moon to fhine in it: 
for the glory of God 
did lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light 
thereof. 

24 And the nations 

_ of them which are 
faved, fhall walk in 
the light of it: and 
the kings of the earth 
do bring their glory 
and honour into it. 


25 And the gates 
of it fhall not be fhut 
at all by day: for 
there fhall be no 
niyht there. 

26 And they thall 

bring 


gold. 


mouldings and cornices. And the ftreet of the 
city, inftead of being paved with common ftones, 
(was] pure gold, the fubftance being tranfpa- 
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rant as glafs, and reflecting the light that fhone **!#- 


upon it, with a luftre equal to that of polifhed 
And whereas the temple made fo con- 
fiderable a part of the view of Jerufalem, the 
holy city, which! had been ufed to vifit ; as for 
this heavenly Jerufalem, J faw no temple in it, 
for the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the 
-temple of it : God was prefent in Chrift his Son, 
by a more intimate prefence than had ever been 
known upon earth, and by that prefence, he. 
made even the whole of the city moft holy. 
And the city had no need of the fun, neither of the 
moon to fbine therein; for the glory of the Lord 
enlightened it 4 on all fides, and the Lamb [was] 
the light thereof, and the illuftrious manifefta- 
tion of this prefence rendered, not only artif- 
cial, but all natural light, unneceflary. And 
the nations of the faved fball walk continually in 
its light; happy nations, confifting of myriads 
and millions, fhall expatiate in, and enjoy the 
delightful fcene; and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and their honour into it*. Vf you 
were to conceive all the monarchs upon earth, 
uniting all their treafures to adorn one fingle 
place, they could produce nothing comparable 
to what I then faw. And the gates of it feall 


not be fout by day; and that is equivalent to fay- 


ing, they fhall never be fhut at all; for there 

hall be no night there. And they foall brin 
fall b cht th dnd they foall bring 
; i : the 


NveOn EB 8. 


d Glory of the Lord, &c.) Some have 
thought, this was an extraordinary luftre, 
which feemed always to hover over it, 
like @ fun never going down. I rather 
think, that the whole city appeared to bim 
like a Juminous objett, {ending out rays on 
every fide, which he apprehended to be 
in confequence of Gods dwelling there; 
and that thefe rays might have much of 
the luftre of the Shechinah. Mr Fleming 
argues from this text, that the Lamb is 
the Shechinab in the heavenly world. 

© The kings of the earth.] This is the 
claufe upon which Mr Worthington infifts 
very much, to prove, that we are to un- 
derftand this defeription, not of the hea- 
uenly world, but of fome glorious fate 
of the Chrifiian church, which is to pafs 


upon earth; and it muft be acknowledged 
a plaufible argument. 
confider, whether it is fufficient to out- 
weigh thofe on the other fide, and if it be 
not, I fuppofe he will find no folution 
preferable to that which J have here given ¥ 
for [ cannot fuppofe, that the kings of the 
earth are thofe who are to reign in this 
new earih, whofe glory fhall be refleted 
from, and {o adorn the blifsful city which 
they fhall then inhabit. (Con ire Ma. 
Ixag a1, 20. Txvig rs.) er 
f There foall be no night there.) Mg 
Whifton fuppofes, that a comet, meeting 
the carth at the covflagration, (for to fuch 
a concurrence he afcribes that awful phe- 
nomenon,) thall give it fuch a blow, as 
to deflroy its didrual motion, leaving only 
fuch 


The reader mult 
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Sect. the glory and honour of the nations into it ; 
ever is moft defirable among all nations, feemed 


25s 


Reflections on the heavenly Ferufalem. 


what- bring the glory aid 
honour of the nations 
jnto ite 


Rev. to meet together, to adorn that place, where 


¥XL26. go0d men of all: nations fhall dwell and reign 
And nothing unclean fball in no wife enter into 


27 


Ver. 
48,--21 
24, 26 


‘with God for ever. 


enter into it, nor [any thing which] practifes 
"abomination and falfehood of any 
thofe who are written in the Lanib’s book of life ®; 
in which none of fuch a deteftable character can 


27 Aud there fhalf 


it,any thing that de- 
fileth, neither what- 
Jfoever, worketh abo- 
mination, or maketh 
a lie: but they which 
are written in the 


kind, but only 


poflibly have any place. - Lamb’s book of life. 


TAP ORS OD PIR ME’ INAS 


LORIOUS things are indeed fpoken of«thee, O thou city of 
God. (Pfal. Ixxxvii. 3.) Thus does the Divine Being con- 
defcend to aid our feeble faith, by fuch fenfible reprefentations: 
But none of thefe things which are fpoken, can give us an idea 
grand and magnificent enough. ‘The pear/s and the gems, the 
goldand the cryftal, the honours of kings, and all the nations they 
govern, all fall inconceivably fhort of that glory; for eye hath not 
feeny nor ear heard, nor, active'and boundlefs as the human ima- 
gination may feem, has it entered into the heart of man to con- 
ceive, what God has prepared for them that love him, in thefe re- 
gions of perpetual day, of everlafting fecurity, in this grand tem- 
ple, the whole of which fhall be replenifhed with the moft fenfi- 
ble tokens of his prefence. (1 Cor. ii. g.) dae 
And who fhall abide in this thy tabernacle ? Who fhall dwell in 
this thy holy hill? They whoare written in the Lamb’s book of life, 
they whom God has, from the beginning, chofen to falvation 
through fanéhfication of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, being 
predejftinated to the adoption of children, through Fefus Chrift unto 


himfelf. 


And who are thefe? None that are unclean and profane ; 


none 


NY Oe 4 di ae 


fuch a degree of it, ‘that, like the moon 
with refpect to us, ‘it fhall move round its 
axis, while it performs its periodical revo- 
lution round the central body; and fo as 
to turn always the fame face towards it; 


fo that one hemi/phere {hall be always en- 
‘lightened by the fun, and the want of it 


in the other, fhall be fupplied by a /uper- 
natural light. But the four dark corners, 
(which where they are it is difficult to 
fay,) fhe!] be the habitation of Gog and 
Magog. 
ther this agrees lefs with the defeription 
here given, or the principles of good phi- 
lofophy. See Whift. Theory, p. 447. But 
this is not a place to canvafs fuch an hypo- 
thefis, nor is it neceflary, after what his an- 
tagonift Keil has faid concerning it. "This 


It is hard to determine, whe-, 


gentleman alfo, thinks a comet thall remove 
the moon from its orbit, fo that it fhall be 
converted intoaprimary planet, as he thinks 
it would have been at the flood, had it not ° 
been prevented by a peculiar providence. 

8 But only chofe, &e.} As it is certain, 
that nothing profane, abominable, and failfe, 
can here be confidered as written in the 
book of life, this is another text to be ad- 
ded to the large catalogue I have given on 
John xvii. 12. where «sun is to be con- 
fidered, not as an excepiive, but adverfi- 
tive particle. See vol. Wl. fet. 179, note f. 

* There are many beautiful ideas in 
the defcription, which I have not colleét- 
ed together in this improvement; as fome 
of them have been taken notice of before, 
and fome occur in the next chapier. 
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none that work abomination and a lie; but the pure and pious, the Seer. 
humble and the holy. Form us, 0 Lord, to this charaéter eae 

thy grace; and never let the gaudy glare.of fenfual enjoyments, 
and worldly pofleflions, turn our eyes from contemplating this 
glorious fight, or alienate our hearts from the purfuit of this blef- 
fednefs; till, having heard of it by the hearing of the ear, and 
believed the faithful report, our eyes fhall behold thofe Divine 
Jubftantial glories, which thefe emblems, refplendent as they are, 


~ can but imperfe@ly reprefent. In the mean time, O Lord, lead 


us onward, through what dark and gloomy path thou pleafett, 
to thefe abodes of light and glory; determine for.us in what cot- 
fages we fhall lodge, though ever fo mean and obfcure, while we 
are purfuing our journey to this royal, this imperial palace. 


Gre CTs XX Vi Hebi 


The apoftle hath a further vifion of the river of life, and of the tree 
of life; defcribes the happinefs of the inhabitants of the New 
Ferufalem, and receives a further meffage from God by an an- 


, 


gel, before whom he is about to renew his profiration; but is for- 


bidden. Rev. XXII. 1,---9. 


REVOKE re 
AND he fhewed me 


a pure river of 


water of life, clear.as 
chryftal, proceeding 


out of the throne of 


God, and of 


‘Lamb. 


z In the midft of 


the 


the ftreet of it, and 
on either fide of the 
river, was there the 
tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner 


of fruits, “and yield-. 


ed her fruit every 


month: and 


the 


leaves of the tree 
were for the healing 


ef the nations. 


3 And there fhall 


Vou. YI. 


be 


“ReveLation XXII. 1. 
ND having given me this view of the holy 
city, Ae, that is, the angel who conde- 
fcended to be my guide on this occafion, /bewed 
me the pure river of the water of lif2 which was 
clear as cryftal, ifluing out of the throne of God, 


life, and overflowing joy, which fhall be the 
portion of all the blifsful inhabitants of the New 
Jerufalem. And in the midjft of “the ftreet of 
it, and on the one fide and the other of the river, 
[was] the tree of life, (Gen. iil: 3, 22.) produ 
cing twelve different [hinds of] fruits, every 
month producing one [kind of ] fruit ; to fignify 
the permanency and variety of thole delights 
which fpring up there. And the leaves of the 
tree are for the healing of the nations; beneath 


their falutary fhade no difeafe fhall ever invade 


the nations of the faved, but perpetual health 
fhall flourifh among them: (Zech. xiv. 11.) 
And whereas in the earthly paradife Satan inti- 
nuated himfelf into the minds of the firft parents 
of the human race, and the newborn glories ot 
the creation were blafted by the curfe which he 
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_and of the Lamb ; an emblem of that perpetual 


N 


ae 


SE cm introduced ;,.in the heavenly. paradife Ricca fatal 


we new evil fhall ever arife; and the throne of God 


XXII 


effect of the former curfe fball ceafe*, and no 


3+ and the Lamb, upon which the Father and the 
Son fit together, fhall be in it ; and his fervants - 
fball ferve him,, in the facred offices of his tem- 
ple, with far greater advantage than they have 

4 ever before done ; And they./ball fee his face 
fhining with unclouded luftre;, and, in token 
of their perpetual devotednefs to him, his name 
[foall be borne] upon their, foreheads », as, the 
name of God was on that golden plate which 

§ the Jewifh high prieft wore on his. _. And, to 
complete their happineis, there fball be no night 
there ; and fothey-car have no need of a lamps 
nor indeed of the light of the fun itfelf, that glo- 
rious fountain of luftre to this lower wottd, be- 
caufe the Lord God fball enlighten them oak the 
light of his own holinefs and glory ; and they 
Shall reign as kings for ever and ever, and enjoy 
an immortal, life, far more delightful, fplendid, 
and magnificent, than any monarch on earth 
has ever ndwn. 

And when he had faid this fo me, he added, 
Though dhefe words which I have fpoken, beto- 
ken fuch glorious things, that they may feem in 
a manner incredible, yet is not the Divine boun- 
ty and munificence to be eftimated by any hu- 
man ftandard; they [are] therefore to be re- 
ceived, and depended upon, as. faithful and true. 


And thefe things, O John, are intended, not mere 


ly, for thy own inftruction and confolation, and 
much leis for the gratification ef thy curiofity ; 


but the Lord God of the holy prophets has fent his 


angel °, to foew to his fervants, what muft quick- 


ly 
Ni Ou SR a Boe 


‘ 


The happine[s of the New Ferufalem deferibed. 


be. no more curfes) 
but the throne of. 
God ~ and © of the 

Lamb fhall be in, itz 

and his fervants fhalh 

ferve bia. 


4 And they fhali 
fee’ his face; 
name foall be in their’ — 
foreheads. 


s, And, there fhalk 
be no night there,‘ 
and they need no 
candle, neither light 
of the fun; for the 
Lord God giveth 
them light: and they 
fhall ‘reign for ‘ever 
andvewers ai). 45 


& And he faid un- 
to.me, Thefe fayings: 
are faithful and true. 
And the Lord God: 
of the holy prophets, 
fent his angel to fhew, 
unto his fervants the’ 
things which nanfki 
fhorily be done. 


and his’ — 


4 Every curfe frail ceafe.}. So the late 
learned bifhop of London, \- think very 
juttly, renders thefe words, which are 
plainly limited to the inhabitants. of the, 
New Ferufalem, and mutt certainly, 
therefore, refer to the final ftate of hap+ 
pineis hecln the refurreétion 3. till) which 
time, all the faints of preceding ages will 
remain under the power of death, as to 
their boy, and the effeét of the firtt curfe 
be written in their duft. 

b Came upon theix forebeads.| Tt hath 
elfewhere been obferved, ( fe. xvi. note 


4) that. there was a cuftom prevailing. 


among many of the heathen, to inferibes 
on the foreheads the names, ‘or /ymbolicab 
marks, of the deity they worfhipped; but 
the near conneétion between this claufe, 
and that which related to theit ferving 
God in the offices of devoticn,, (for that 
xetocue frgnifies,) makes me think it more 
natural, to refér this to the infcription of 
Holine/s to’ Fehovah, written on the mitre 
of the bigh prief; and fo it naturally leads 
us to reflect upon that intimate approach 
to the bleffed God with which all thefe 
happy fouls fhall be honoured. 
© Has fent his angel.) Perhaps the 
apofils: 


¥% Behold, 1 come 
quickly: Bleffed is 
the that keepeth the 
fayings of the pro- 
phecy of this book. 


8 AndJ John faw 
thefe things, and 
heard” them, And 
when IL. had heard 
and feen, 1 fell down 
to worlhip before the 
feet of the angel 
which fhewed me 
thefe things. 

9 Yhen faith he 
unto me, See thou do 
i# nots for I am thy 
fellow -fervant , and 
of thy brethren the 
prophets, and: of 
them which keep the 
fayings of this book : 
Worlhip God.: 


Thefe glorious things St Fobn Jaw. © 
ly be done, and to reprefent {cenes, which it 
thall not be long ere they begin to open, though 
it may be long before they clofe. Yet, on the 
whole, {may in his name declare, Behold, I come 
quicklyto call’ my fervants to an account: and 
bleffed [is] he who keeps, and {tri€ly cbferves, 
the words of the prophecy of this book: for they 
will in fuch a manner direct his courfe, as that 
he fhall efcape many dangerous rocks, on which 
multitudes thall fuffer fhipwreck, to their eter- 
nal ruin.’ 

And I Fohn, who wrote this book, am the 
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perfon who /faw and heard thefe things; and. 


when I heard and faw {them,] I was fo power- 
fully affected, that / fell down to wor/bip before 
the feet of the angel who fhewed thefe things to 
me, forgetting the manner-in which the fame 
kind of homage had lately been refufed, upon-a 
like occafion. And he alfo faid to me, “as the 
angel. had before done, (chap. xix. 10.) See 
[thou do it] not, for Iam a fellow-fervant with 
thee, Yam fubjeét to the fame Lord, and fhare 
in the duty and fervice of thy brethren the pro- 
phets, and of thofe who keep the words of this 
book 4, which thou art now commanded to write: 
worfbip God alone, and divide not thy religious 
homage, between him and any creature, how 
exalted and excellent foever. ag 


LOR PARE OPO ET BS NOT. 


"1 i TE will not now employ our time in reviewing the infirmity of 
this holy apoftle, who icems again to have fallen into the fame 


danger of idolatry from which he had fo lately been recovered, 
Nor will we flay to examine, whether he took ¢his angel for our 
Lord Fefus Ghrijt, as fome have imagined ; or to determine what 
homage it was he attempted to pay. Let us content ourfelves, 
for the prefent, with refleing, how neceflary it is we fhould be 
on our guard, againtt exceeding in our efteem and affedtion for 
creatures who have been the means of conveying to us fignal ad- 

van- 

, ; NO... 5. ; 

apoftle might think this angel to be Chrift, a Keep the words of this book] There 
and that he {peaks of his own coming in are indeed a multitude of things contain- 
the following verfe. But Dr Calamy ar- ed in this book, which are of fuch a nature, 
gues the Deity of Chrif? from thefe words, hat whoever pays a due recard to them, 


which he thinks the context proves to be mutt neceffarily be a true Chriftian, and 
applicable to him. Compare ver. 6. intitled to all the bleffings and promites 


Gal, on Trin. Serm. ii. p. 41. of the gofpel. 
’ 3 Ri 
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Reflections on our account of the tree of life. ‘ 
vantages, and efpecially aflifting our views of the New Ferufalem: 
---To the contemplation of which, may we now return with new 
and growing delight. 

Let us raife our eyes to the water of life, which ifues from the 
throne of God and the Lamb ; to the tree of life, which grows on 
its banks, and produces fuch a varitty of fruit, both for food 
and refrefhment, and for the healing of the nations ; to that more 
excellent paradife, in which there /ball be no curfe, where, from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb, fhall be feattered ten thoufand 
bleflings, on all his /ervants ; who fhall there /erve him, with 
everlafting, with increafing delight, being admitted to /ee his 
face, and exulting in their having the name of God written upon 
their joreheads ; which they reckon a brighter and nobler orna- 
ment, than the moft glorious crown, or diadem, without fuch an 
infeription, could be. Thefe are the words of truth and faithful- 
nefs: and, as fuch, may our faith embrace them and our fouls 
ever reft upon them. ee 

O that we may feel our thirff after this water of life, our 
hunger after this fruit of the tree of life, more powerfully excited. 
We fhall, in both refpects, be fatisfied in the proper feafon; and, 
in the mean time, God will fend us fome refrethments, during 
our continuance in the wilderne/s. Already are we, if we are. 
true believers, delivered from the curfe; and thofe things, which 
were the original effets and confequences of it, fhall be over- 
ruled by our gracious God, and converted into a blefling. And 
O, may Divine love, and every genuine regard to God and to the 
Lamb, prevail-and govern in our hearts; and may our /ives be 
‘devoted to that fervice, in which we hope our eternity will be 
employed. Have we not already, as it were, received the mark. 
of God in our foreheads ? Have we not folemnly enlifted ourfelves. 
to fight under the banner of Chrift ? Have we not, in repeated 
and moft affecting folemnities and ordinances of his own inftitu- 
tion, declared our defire of being for ever devoted to him? O let 
us ever remember the facred engagement, Let Aoline/s to the 
Lord be written on our hearts, as well as en our foreheads. Let 
all our affections, and all our faculties, all our poffeflions, and 
all our purtuits, be confecrated to God. To bear this name and 
infcription, will now, even in this dark and ‘benighted world, 
fhed a glory around us. It will be as a facred guide to our ways, 
it will chear and animate our hearts, it will bring down to us 
many a delightful foretafte of that world, where, in dis light, we 


fball fee light, and where we fhall reign with him for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


The future flate is unalterable. 


heigl Open Seas XXVIII. 


Our Lord Fefus Chrift admonifbes the apofile, to difcover to the 
churches what had been revealed to him ; and folemnly declares 
his [peedy approach, to fix the eternal tate of men according to 
their charaéters and works. Rev. XXII. 10,---15. 


REV. XXIT. ro. REVELATION XXII. 10: 
ND he faith unto ss oe he, that is, our Lord Jefus Chrift *, 


oe Beslinol the from whom I received this revelation, Vid 
ayings of the pro- 
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phecy of this book: “to me, Seal not up the words of the prophecy of Rev. 


for the time is at this book, fo that they fhould not be immediate- 

hand. ly perufed; for the time is near, in which the 

accomplifhment of thefe things fhall begin. 

11 He that is un- Yea, the time is juft approaching, when the laft 

jut, let him be un- {eal fhall be fet upon the characters of men, and 
juft (till: and he'that : 3 : 

is filthy, let him be When it fhall be faid on the one hand, Let him 

filthy (till: and he that is unjuft, be unjuft fill; and let him that is 

that is righteous, let po/juted, be polluted /rill; for no more opportu- 

him, be righteous “.. j “ ae 

(till: and he that is Mities fhall ever be granted for reforming what 

holy, let him be ho- hath been amifs, and recovering the unrighte- 
dy fill, ous and polluted foul to rectitude and: purity. 

- And, on the other hand, it fhall be faid, Let 

him that is righteous, be righteous frill, haa let 

him that is holy, be holy fill; nothing fhall ever 

happen to bring the virtues and graces of good 

men into any future danger, or under any cloud; 

but their righteoufnefs and their holinefs fhall 

for ever fhine; yea, fhine with an increafing 


fo) 
1 And behold, T Juftre. And, to confirm this, Behold I come 


ve ae with Quickly; I fhall be manifeft ere ‘it be long; and 
me, to give every my reward both of grace and vengeance, [7s] 
ete as his qyith me; and / will recompen/e to every man ac- 
cording as his works fhall be, whether it fhall ap- 

: pear, on an impartial examination, to have been 

13,1 am Alpha good or evil. And, to.confirm it further, 
Sa: I repeat it again, J am ‘phe Hp as and the Ome- 
fhePint andthe Lat, ga, the Beginning and the Ends the Firft and the 
Laft; and what I fay may be depended upon as 


the words of invariable fidelity. Hear them 


there- 

WO er vre 
a And he, that is, the Lord Jefus ftance of the reference of a relative to a 
Chrift/] Many following words, and remoier antecedent: a figure of fpeech, 


efpecially verfe 12. prove that our Lord is which I have taken notice of upon many 
here meant. But it is a remarkable in- former occafions. Heb. vil. 2. mole“. 
b Wie 


XXII. 10 


If 


12 
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gre) 


oe a therefore with attention and regard. 
eae 
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Reflections on the unalterable nature of the Future frate. 


And, 
ae my nature and perfections are immutable, 
fee that the neceflary change be made.in your 
elves, in order to your obtaining that happi- 


nels of which your fins may now render you in- 
14 capable. 


Happy [are] they, and they alone, 
who do his commandments, and fo prepare for 
his important appearance ; 
the privilege (to eat] of the tree of life; and they 
Jball freely enter by the gates into the glorious 
city ® TL have defcribed, and have their perpetual 


that they may have 


14 Ble(fed are they 
that do. .hié .com- 
mandments., that 
they tnay have right 
to the tree of life, 
and may. enter in 
throngh the gates ine 
to the city. 


1s For without 
ate dogs, and forcer- 
ers, and whoremong- 
ers, and murderers, 
and idolaters, and 
whofoever loveth and 
maketh a lie. 


abode. there. But, without, {are} the un= 
clean, who merit no better a name than.that of 
dogs, as they debafe their rational faculties to 
the fervice of deteftable lufts; and jorcerers, 
and fornicators, and murderers, and idolaters, 
who may juftly be ranked together as the moft 
abominable of finners; and with them muft be * 
ranked ‘too, every one who loveth and maketh a 
lie °, who. forges falfehood, and practifes it, or 
aéts in any allowed contradiction to the great, 
eternal rule of ruse and rectitude. 


a elle lg SR LR ght gf <ser! raa UY oe 


jie us be very thankful, that the words of this prophecy are 
not fealed ftom us; but that truths, in which we have fo im- 
portant a concern, are fo plainly publithed ard proclaimed. The 
fime is near, when.a feal will be fet on the characters of men : 
bleffed be God, he who is now unrighteous and polluted, may be 
purified and reformed, jultified and faved. Adored be that 
grace, that waits fo long upon finners! But the Divine long-fuf- 
fering towards them will have its period: yet a little while, and 
Fefus comes, to render to every man according to his works. 
May we then be fixed in a world of immutable holinefs and hap- 
inefs. 
The Alpha and the Omega, the Firft and the Laft, has difcover- 
ed to us many evangelical truths in this my/lerious book. He 
hath directed our eyes to the Lamb that was flain to redeem us to 
God "y his blood; and hath fhewed us the faints in glory, /aying 


down 
NG 1k als, 


b Who do his commandments, &c.] This: 


promife to all that do his chnimanilabets. 
that they thall enter into rhe gate of the city 
here deferibed, evidently proves it to re- 
fer to that ftate of future happinefs which 
all seod men fhall finally enjoy. Com- 
pare yer, 18, 19. 


© Every one who loveth and maketh a 
lie. 1 Though idols are called lies; yet as 
idolaters had t been mentioned Soe aS €X= 
cluded out of this New fernfalem, I think 
it moft natural to underftand this clanfe 
in the fenfe given in the paraphrafe, 


It. is Chrift who teflifies the words of this prophecy. 
down their crowns.in his prefence, and afcribing the praife of all 
their falvation to him: but he hath fhewn us nothing that is ins 
confiftent with the necefhity of real and univerfal holinefs. ‘Yea, 
he himfelf proclaums. them alone to be entitled to enter the gates 
of the New Ferufalem, and to eat.of the fruit of the tree of lifes 
who do God’s commandments. Let us not, therefore, deceive 
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ourfelves with vain. words, nor attend to any who would. /ophifti- ~ ; 
cate the word of God, and fixing their view only on fome de- 


tached paflages. of it, enervate, by their unguarded interpreta- 
tions, its general fcope and meaning, Let us, im reviewing 
Scripture, obferve what God commands and requires, and com- 

are it with what he forbids, that we may thereby :mpartially 
judge and try ourfelves. And how free foever we may be from 
any of the groffer crimes here enumerated, fuch as fornicatian, 
murder, and idolatry, let us not allow ourfelves in the love and 
practice of any thing inconfiftent with the immutable rule of 
righteoufne/s and truths. as well knowing every allowed and con+ 
tinued indulgence of that kind, to be utterly irreconcileable with 
a well-grounded hope of inheriting eternal life. . May it pleafe 
thee, O Lord, to infcribe all thefe laws upon ovr hearts ; that 
our joy, in the hope and profpect of the promifed bleffednefs, 
may rife in’ proportion to’ our acquaintance with thy.wnerring 
word, and the impartiality anddiligence with which we trace the 
actions of our lives, and the affections, of our hearts, in compari- 
fon with it, and reduce them to a holy conformity to its precepts. 


poe! Oped OURS ce XXVHI. 
Our Lord Fefus Chrift repeats his.auguft titles, and gracious invi- 
tation; warns us of the dreadful doom of him who foall add toy 
or take from his words ; and declares his purpofe of coming quick- 
dy; to which St fohn adds his hearty affent, and concludes with 
his apoftolical benediction. Rev. XXII. 16. to the end: 


Rev. XXIh 16. REVELATION XXIL 16. : 
] Jesus have fent ND now to conclude the whole; be it 
raine angel to tef- . known: to every one, who reads thefe 


tify unto you thef é : : 
eliogs in the church. .words, and let it be ferioufly confidered by him, 


es, IamtheRootand that J Fe/us the Son of God, the Alpha and 
the Offspring of Da- Omega, the Firft and the Laft, have. fené my 
“2, beloved difciple and apoftle John, as my mej/en- 

ger, ta tefitfy thefe things to you, in the feveral 

churches into. whofe hands this may come 

And let it allo be remembered, in order to add 

a due weight to the teftimony, that J am the 

Roat and the Offspring of David, by whofe Di- 


vine 
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514 If any one add to them, God will feverely punilh him. 


Sec. yvine-power David himfelf was made, though as 
paged es my human’ nature, I have condefcended to 


vid, and the bright 
and morning Star, — 


Rey. ally myfelf to him, and be born from his houfe: ~ 


XXII T am the bright and the morning Star, who wear 
a glory exceeding that of the moft brilliant celef- 
tial luminary, and ufher in a glorious and eter- 

17 nal day. And< the great fubitance and defign 


of the meffage is, to awaken.in the minds of all 


to whom it comes, an earneft defire of thofe 


bleflings which from this throne of my glory I 
am to difpenfz. 4nd accordingly I do now anew 
publith the invitation: the Spirit with which I 


&. infpire my fervants, and the bride, the church 


to whom I am efpoufed, concur to fay, Come ; 
and let him, even every one that heareth, fay, 
-come. Let every one echo the invitation, and 
let my people, in all ages, confider it as their 
duty to doit. And let him that is thirfiy, come; 
and whofoever will, let him apply to me in my 
appointed way, and receive of the waters of life 
freely *;. behold it flows in a full current from 
my throne; and if any man do not receive a 
part or fhare of it, without money, and without 
pee the fault is only chargeable upon him- 
elf. 
18 This important teftimony I commiffion my 
fervant to bear: and Ff alfo teftify to every one 
that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, 
If any man add unto thefe things, God fhall add 


unto him, and bring upon him, the moft terrible’ 


of thofe plagues which are written in this book ®: 


he 
Nin TE Bd 


17 And the Spirit — 
and the bride fay, 


Conie. And let him 
that heareth, fay, 
Come. Andlethim 


that is athir{t, come, 
And whofoever will, 
let him take the wa- 
ter of life freely. 


18 For I teftify 
unto every man that 
heareth the words of 
the prophecy of this 
book, If any man 
fhall add unto thefe 
things, God fhalladd 
unto him the plagues 
that are written in 
this book: © 


2 Whofoever will, let him receive, &c.] 
Such a declaration of free grace feems to 
have been wifely inferted juft in the clofe 
of the facred canon, to encourage the hope 
of every humble foul, that is truly defi- 
rous of the bleffings of the gofpel; and to 
guard again{t thofe fufpicions of Divine 
goodnefs which fome have fo unhappily 
abetted. ‘The word ra«€avelo, which we 
render take, does often fignify receive ; 
and the word degra, is as much as gratis, 
which implies the freedom of the gift; 
and J think it may probably refer to that 
celebrated invitation, fa. lv. x. Ho, every 
‘one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money ; come-ye, buy and 
cat, buy wine and inilk without money, and 
without price. 

b If any man add to, &c.] It is true, 


" 
this particularly refers to the book of the 
Revelation ; but the parity of reafon ex- 
tending to other books, I doubt not the 
terror of the threatening does fo too. 
God forbid we fhould imagine every 
honeftly miftaken criticifm, where there is a 
queftion of receiving or excluding any 
particular verfe, fhould affect a man’s 
falvation, in confequence of what is ‘here 
faid. 
make men very cautious, that they may 
not rafhly incur any cehfure on this ac- 
count ; though undoubtedly the terror of 
the threatning is planted againft any de- 
figned evafment or addition, I fhall_con- 
chide this note with declaring, that I have 
endeavoured to carry on my commentary 
on the facred books with this thought in 
my view, and that I have neither defign- 


edly 


But I think fuch a paflage fhould 


nd in like mannér, if any one take away from them. 


_ 19 And if any 
faan fhall take away 
from the words of 
the book of this pro- 
phecy, God {hall 
take away his part 
out of the book of 
life, and out of the 
holy city, and from 
the things which are 


written in this book:, 


406 He which tefti- 
fieth thefe things, 
faith, Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. E- 
ven fo, come Lord 
Jefiis. 


21 The grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift 
be with you all: A- 
men, 


he will by any defigned addition to them, or 
corruption of them, make himfelf highly crimi- 
nal, and eternally miferable. And if any one 
take away from the words of the book of this pro- 
phecy, with a defign thereby to diminith in any 
degree, by the omiflion of what is difagreeable 
to him, or others whom he may defire to pleafe 
and favour, God will feverely punifh fuch a fa* 
crilege, and take away his part out of the book 
of life; and out of the holy city, and the glorious 
things, even the invaluable bleflings which are 
written and defcribed in the preceding paflages 
of this book °. 

He who téftifies thefe important things, /ays, 
and leaves it as his parting warning with all that 
read them, Surely Z come quickly. My toul, while 
I write it, replies; and let every reader reply 
with me from his heart, Amen, even fo, come 
Lord Fefus; come furely, ahd quickly, as thou 
haft faid; for all our higheft and fublimeft hopes 
depend upon the bleffed and glorious day of thy 
appearance. 

In the mean time, let the churches to whom 
thefe mefiages are efpecially directed and infcri» 
bed, receive my moft affeCtionate wifhes, my 
moft folemn benedi€tion, which I exprefs in 
this one ardent prayer: May the grace of our 
Lord Fefus Chrift, even all the invaluable effects 
of his favour, and above all, the abundant com- 


. munications of his Spirit, [be] with you all, and 


with all Chriftians, to whom thefe words may 
come, unto the end of the world: Amen, 


IM: 


HAO. Fo BS: 


edly attempted to eftablifh any thing, 
which did not .appear to me to be a doc- 
trine of feripture, not ‘drop any thing 
whichdid appearfo. And whereinfoever, 
through human infirmity; and the want 
of a clofer and more accurate attention, I 
have failed either way, 1 commit myfelf 
to the metcy of that Redeemer; whofe 
word it is, and whofe intereft I have 
faithfully endeavoured to ferve. 

© God will take away his part, &c.] 
Since God threatens the plagues written in 

Wiis V Le I 


this book, and the lofs of a part in the holy 
cily, as what might be the portion 'of thofé 
who fhould prefume to corrupt it, and 
fuch corruption might happen in any age 
of the church; I think it very evident, 
that the holy city, fpoken of in the prece- 
ding chapter, is a reprefentation of the 
heavenly ftate to be enjoyed by all good 
men, how applicable foever it may feem 
to any glorious fcene ptcceding the final 
judgment: and ‘that Rev. xx. 11, oc. 
refers to the univerfal judgment, 
35 


22° 


21 


618 . x . < Reflections on 


FORO ORO OF BRON NTS” 

SEct. OW {weetly and delightfully does the canon of fcripturé 
Seer, conclude, leaving, as it were, the mu/ic of beaven upon the 
Yer. 16 attentive ear. ‘* O thou blefled Root and Of spring of David, O 
thou bright and morning Star, imprefs on all our hearts thefe thy. 
gracious words, which thou haft condefcended to {peak from the 
throne of thy glory; thereby, as it were, to aid the weaknefs of 

our faith, in thete which thou. didft deliver, while dwelling in 
‘mortal flefh.” Then did the compaflionate Saviour proclaim, 

from an-eminence in the temple, to a crowded aflembly on a day 

of peculiar folemnity, Jf any man thirfi, let him come unto me 

and drink « (John vii. 37.) And now behold he makes the fame 
proclamation from. his ce/e/tial temple; he points, as it were, to 

ry the fountain-head of happinefs, to the /prings of the water of life, 
near the throne of .God, and fays, Whoever will, let him come, 

let him take, let him freely take of this living water: yea, and 

not content with {peaking this language by dis Spirit only, he 

calls on his bride, to lift up her melodious voice, to publifh this 

kind invitation; he calls on everyone that hears it, to echo it 
back, as it the excefs of his goodnefs overcame him, as if it were 
neceflary to#is own happinefs, that men fhould accept of their 
own falvation. ie 

With what facred obfervance fhould thefe books be guarded, 
which contain'a meflage of fuch infinite importance! Of what 

18 dreadful curjes are they worthy, who prefame to add to what is 
already perfec, or to take away from that which is in every part 
Divine. 1 truft none of us fhall ever prefumprtuou/ly attempt to do 
it: and may we be preferved from thole miffaken interpretations,: 

™9 in confequence of which, we. fhould teach the world, as by his: 
authority, any thing. which, he has not di€tated, or deny any 
thing which carries along with-it the ffamp of fuch am authority. 
«¢ Have pity, O Lord, upon our weakne/s ; impute not prejudices 
which thou knoweft we do not allow; and give us a ‘greater pe- 
netration of mind, to underitand the true fenfe of thy word, a 
Jimplicity of heart, to receive it; an integrity, fo far as the duty of 
our places requires, to declare it; anda zea/ to inculcate and de- 
fend it.” at. 

And while we are thus employed, or employed jin any other 
ferviees which Providence bas affigned us, in our ‘refpective fta- 
tions and circumftances of life; whatever labours may exercife’ 
us, whatever difficulties may furround us, whatever forrows may 

ao deprefs us, let us with pleafure hear our Lord proclaiming, Be= 
hold, I come quickly; I come to put a period to the labour and fuf- 
fering of my fervants; I come, and my reward of grace 1s with me, 
to recompenfe with royal bounty, every work of faith and-labour: 

of 


¢ 


the conclufion of the Revelation. 


517 


of love; Icome to receive my faithful perfevering people to myfelf, S#¢*- 


to wen for ever in that blifsful world, where a meee volume, 
which contains the important Micwees of my will, fhall be no 
more neceflary 5 but knowledge, and holinefs, and ion fhall be 
poured in upon their fouls in a more immediate, in a nobler and 


. more effetual manner. Amen, even fo come, Lord Fefus. Hatten 


the blefled hour to us, and to al/ thy churches, as far as it may 
confift with thy wife and holy counfels. And, in the mean time, 


_ may thy grace be with us, to keep alive the remembrance of thy 2,. 


love, and the expectation of thy coming, in our hearts, and to 
animate us to a temper and conduct, which may fuit the bleffings 
we have already received, and the nobler felicity after which thou 
haft taught us to afpire. men and amen. 
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Er ris afa8G. Eph. chap. q. ver. 29. 
vol. v. pag. 150. note P. 

glenn. . % Corer3. 1. iy, 321. 5. 

glans. Jude 12, vi. 349. *. 

alova. Col. 3. 8. v. 269, d. 


TpEXELY adnrOE. 1 Cor, 9. 26. iv. 
281. k 
adns. Rev. 1. 18. vi. 376.0. 


adoximot. 2 Cor. 13. §. iv. 481. d. 

adoximG@. 1 Cor. 9. 27. iv. 282.9. 

“tie aGeTnowy aemapliag. Heb. 9. 26. yi 
68.) ; 

#Ornoiv, Heb. ro. 32. vi. 8x. A 

atpeaic. 4 Cor. 11. 19. iv. 303.5. 

eioSyce. Phil. x. 10. v. 196. f. 

sucxeoroha. Col. 3. 8. v. 269. >. 

aiwov ¥/@. 1 Cor. 2. 6. iv. 210, F.— 


Gal, 4. 4, v..12.4. 
1g Tov wtava. 1X Cor. 8. 13. iv. 270. Ff. 
tig Tus ALIAS TOV AIWVOVe Rey. 20. 10. 

vi. 495.8. ; 
axapr@. Eph. 5. 1x. v. 197. k. 
axalasacieic. 2 Cor. 6. §. iv. 425. ° 
araovere tu Bix. 1 John 2. 16. vi. 284. © 
(etn arisen. 3 Joba 3: Vi. 343. c, 


array fo. Rom. 6. 5. iv. 64. ¢ 

——neverthelefs. Phil, 2. 6. v. . 20%. b, 

alive est eAAnTopy weve Gal. 4e 27. Ve 
Go.- ©. 

GrdoIpioemeicxor@. 1 Pet. 4. 15. Vie 
ULBerks 

apapliace Rom. 8. 3. iv. 82. *. 

aelauerni@. Rom. 8. 19. iv. 90.3. 

wvyalivorxo. 2 Cor. 1. 13. iv. 337. 2.— 


Eph. 3. 4. v. 126. °¢. 


avatun. 2 Cor. 6. 4. iv. 425.). 

avasun pepec sas. Heb. 9. 16. vi. 66.¢. 

svalamupey. 2 Tim. 1. 6, v.428. 3. 

erative. mccpavectcc. 1 Corint6. 22001 ¥6 
370,.%. 

ayaueparaacarsar Eph. 3, 10. v. 
103. i. 

avarohia miceas. Rom, 12. 6. iv. 137. f, 

avanglicagss, Heb, 12. 3+ Vie 104.3, 


Phil. zr. 23.-v. 202. 6. 


AVAAVT AL. 
avavmbooy. 2% Tim..2.26. Vv. 442. © 
avamauoov. Philem. zo. v. sor. ©. 


cE avasaceac vexpov. Rom. 1.4. iv. 9.4 
aydpiCeaste. 1 Cor, 16.13. iv. 367.4%. 
avexoe. Gal. 5:7. v. 65. ¢ 
avOewrevG@. - x Cor. 19. 13. iv. 287. i. 
xarla evOpwmoy. 1 Cor. 15. 32. iv. 352. Ke 
avontoz. Rom. x. 14. iv. 13. °. 
avowia. 1X John 3. 4. vi. 293. °. 
avoxn. Rom. 2. 4. iv. 24.°. 
avi: res, anfwerably to this. Eph. 5. 33, 
v. 168. 4, 
avicxesmeevos. 1 Cor. 16. 9. iv. 365. f. 
avilacauev@. Rom. 13.02. iv. 145. 
ameimaucba. 2 Cor. 4. 2. iv. 4o7. b. 
anepirmasag. Cor. 7. 35. iv. 263. i. 
ssamicuuev. 2 Tim. 2.‘13. v. 437.4 
azo, afler the example of. Rom. 9. 3, 
iv. ror. b. . 
THIS apeupliass amolevopeevot. 
vi. 207. 4, 
amoxapadoxia. Rom. 8. 19. iv. 90. 4 
amoleracoSeice. Jam. 1.15. Vi. 139. i. 
eI aap the Eph, 5. 12. v. 158. 1, 
anmolowas. Tit. 1.13. V. 474. © 
xpa, indeed. Rom. 10. 17. iv. 119. ¢. 
apa sy & apa yy. Rom. 7.25. 8.1. iv. 
80. P. 
acing. 2 Pet. 1. 3. vi. 244..°. 
apracpey nlIncc'lo. Phil. 2.6. ve ney b, 
uiov appeva. Rev. 12. 5. vi. 445.0. 
axenv equiay. Jud. 6. vi. 345.4. 
acrovso.. 2 Tim. 3. 3. Vv. 445. b. 
agola. Eph, 5. 18. v. 162. ©. 


ba Stl tee 


elaxto; x Theff. 5. 14. v. 323.5. 
avéady. ‘Tit. 1.97. v. 471. f. 
apbapom. Eph. 6.24. v. 182... 
apdapoiav, 2 Tim. 1.10. Vv. 430. ©. 
apopevics. Heb. 12, 2. vi. 161. P. 
B. 

Buacles. 1 Cor, 12. 11. iv. 314. 1, 
Beabcov. Phil. 3. 14. v. 223.7, 
BoaScvelw, Col. 3.15) Vv. 271. 4, 


Peo xox 


Index of the Greek words. 


€E Kol pLelemednosceve 
434. : : 

weclpiorabew. Heb. 5.2. vi. 32. f. 

xecle yercev (x6Catwv. 4 Cor. 16. 2. iv. 
363. a, 

wicyov. Rom. 4. 4. Iv. 46. ¢. 

Koppwctc. Rom. 2. 40. iv. 30. 4, 

feuxatat, Rev. 10. 3. vi. 433.0: 


2. Cor. 7. 8. iv. 


N. 


yomectele. x Cor. 14,20. Iv. 334. 2. 

2% eelov voyes. Rom. 3. 20. iv. go. b. 

voueve, Ror. 1.20. iv. 17. f. 

vorgitety. Tit. 2.10. V. 479. 3. 

yoouy. 1 Tim. 6. 4. v. 410. ¢. 

veo. Eph. 4. i8. v. 146. bs—ib. ver. 23. 
148 4, 


Fixe 


EeviCovlai. i Pet. 4. 4. vi. 214. i. 
oO. 


oixeron rv Ory. Eph. 2. 19. v. 122. &. 
aixup@. Tit. 2. 5. v. 477. 4. 
oroxangov. 1 Thefl. 5.23. v. 325. 8. 
Tov omorov THI0Ks Tpomwov, Jud. 7. vi. 346. ©. 
“$ omconroser lecuy Keisoy ev caput erxnavbola. 
x John 4. 2. vi. 30. 5. 
brace. Rom. 6. 13. iv. 67. fh, 
ogin. Rom. 2. 9. iv. 25. 
oper Wnrapameva. Heb. 12. 18. vi. t10. f. 
ogSolouevia. 2 Tim. 2.15. v. 438. f. 
egioSevi@. Rom. t. 4. iv. 8.b, 


oguenueatt Banonoela:r. Rev. 18. 28. Vi. 
483. f. 

octolng tno aAnberac, Eph. 4. 24. v. 
148. i. 


x civ, not by any means. 1 Cor, 2. 8. iv. 
210.1. 


TI. 


moarsaloy@. Gal. 3.26. v. 46. 1. 
madera xatvebecia. Eph. 6.4. vy. 172.1. 
aoavorac. Eph. 6.311. v. 177. 4. 
' mravntuect. Heb. 12. 23. Vi. 112. i, 
Ey waveehia we@ tne weboderav rng wade. 
' Eph, 4. 14. v. 143. 9. 


aavioxextae. Rev. 1.7. vi. 340. ©. 

asttvios, on the whole. x Cor. 9. 10. iy. 
274. f. 

aragxGorn. Heb. 11. 19. vi. or. b. 


axaoabnun. 2% Tim. 1. 12. Vv. 430. £. 
asagaxrndoriv. :Col. 2.2. v. 257. €, 


maoanuper X Petr. 42. vi. 187. h, 
mapgaxulas. Jam. I. 25. vi. 143. h, 
moaearoltlomevos. Jam. %.22. vi. ib, 8 


magasnout, Rom. 12. ¥. iv. 135. b. 
aveeeondGe... Rom. §. 20. iv. 6x. 1, 
Brel esd ee. “Heb. xr. 14. Vi. 89. 2, 


aerbo. Gal. x. 10. Vv. 18.1. , ; 

axexoinuevav. Heb. 12.27. vi. 114. 4 

mig: waviov. 3 John 2. vi. 334. b. 

meguemetoay. 1 Tim. 6. 10. V. art. ©. 

aegimele:, & Pet. 5. 8. vi. 224. 2. 

weetmomceoc. Eph. 1. 14. v- 105.9. 

mennuala. 1 Cor. 4. 13. iv. 232. 

aeoree@. 1 Cor. 13. 4. iv. 322. £. 

Sia aiseas tng eveeleias. ' Col..2. 12. Vs 
261. F; 

aisic. Gal. 5, 22. v. 74. &, 

anrewove Suciay. Heb. rr. 4. vi. 85. ©. 

areovekia. Eph. §. 3. V. 155. £.—2 Core 
9. §- iv. 446. 4, 

mrupopopeia Sat. Rom. 14. 5. iv. 154. ¢s 

arneopoenty.’ 2 Tim. 4. 17. v. 4.56. 8. 

mrnoaua. Eph, 1.23. v. 109. d. 

fy avlo wav To wAngowa xeloixnca. Col: 
I, 19. V. 252. ©. 

tis wavie wrvlov rns wAngopogias THs CuvhR 
EWS. Col. 2. Pe hy Og 

aveugas Eph. 4.23. v. 143. h. 

re cmveuealixee Tne Tovnprae ev TOKE eryon= 
vow. Eph. 6. 12. v. 178. ©. 

xala Tov ae xovla—re avevual@. Eph. 
Bie Batts Now Mare es 

aoety. 1 Cor. 11.24. iv. 305. &. 

veromevee Se. Phil. x. 27. v. 203. f. 

moka MarRAOV Xectrcoy. Phil. 3.23. ¥- 
202. ©. 
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aopvote 4 Cor. 5. 9. iv. 239. 8. 
aclapav. 2 Cor. 11.26. iv. 465.¢. — 
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mpolefoapewevor. Jud. 4. vi. 344.0. 
axeotbelo. Rom. 3.25. iv. qr: f. 
arpoegnicuce Telos. Jud. 14. vi. 350. F. 
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qootcauevuc. 1 Theff 5. 12. ve 322. 2. 
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2-18 Vo 122. Je ; 
aooregxelat 1 Tim. 6. 3. v. 409. 4. 
aooree xomevov. Heb. rr. 6. vi. 86. R. 
aeorgtan, Phil. 4. 8. v.23. 8. 
aeorpoea. Eph. 5.2. v. 154.0. _ 
mewcore 2% Cor. 4. 6. iv. 400. 8 
aewlolor@ aacne xlicews. Col. x. 15. 
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a@uesuar 2 Cor 1.29. iv. 467-k. 
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(xavdaaov. Rom. 14. 13. iv, 158.5. 
(uiav. Heb. 10. 1. vi. 70. 4, 
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Cxnua crapater, 4 Cote 7+. 31. ive 
262; .d, : 

Couala Rev. 182 t3. vi. 481. ¢ 


T. 


tamewopeocuvn. Col. 2. 18. ve 263. ks 
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17. iv. 414: ? 
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vmregotna. Jud. 16: vi. 351.8 
mcoupect. Phil. 2.9. ¥. 208.4. 
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347.4 rie 
yrosaois. Heb. 13. 1. vi. 84. a3 
umoseaniet. Heb. 10.°38. vi. 82.5 


ext th vrolaln tng omdrohias vmov, &C: 
2 Cor. 9. 13.-iv. 448. 

urolalnle. Jam. 4. 7. vis 162. R, 

uvolbenevG. xr Tim. 4. 6. Vv. 392-4 

vremeata. & Cot. 9.27: iv. 381. ™ 


®. 


popueaxeix. Gal. 5.20. v.72. °. 
expumaxeiwy. Rev. 9. a1. Vi. 431. i. 
gegovn. 2 Tim. 4.13. Vv. 454. >. 
piivorwpiva. Jud. 12. Vis 349- b, 
pirosoelot. Rom. 12. 10. iv. 138. ie 
pircliety, Rom, 15. 20. iv. 169. D> 
parvapor. 1 Tim. §. 13. vi. gore}. 
goGov. Rom. 13.7. iv. 148. . 
Peovety. I Cor. 4. 6. iv. 227+ © . 
avlo geoverv. Rom, 15. 5. iy. 164. 6,— 

2 Gor: 13.11. iv. 463. 1: 

Poeovma Te Bveumal@, Rom. 8. a9. i iv. 
_ 93. F. 
To avio geovnle, THY aulny Bee ay FxoVTEss 

Phila? 320.400. 2. 
Rom. 12. 

16. iv. rgr. b. 

pereunevucs. X Pet. r. 5. vio 185. ¢. 
gosne. Phil.a.1g. v. 411. i. 

xX. 

aavlole xaipeles 1 Thefl. 5.16. v. 343.¢: 
xapaxing. Heb. 1, 3. vi. 10. f. 
xepis. 2 Cor: 8. 1. iv. 438. #.—ib. 8: 

6. 439. %.—ib. 9, 8. 447. b.— ib. 13. 

14. 483. i. 
xipoleagelv. Col: 4. 14. Vv. 261. 8. 
Xnpx. x Tim. 5. 3. Vv. 398. 5. 
Xesolnse Rom, 2.4. iv. 24.%, 
xeovG@. Rev. 10. 6. vi. 434. % 
XevcodaxluarG. Jam. 2.2. vik 147: ©. 


vy, 


To fevdec. Eph. 4.25. v. 48. Kk. 


2. 


y, 


meG xxipov wens. 3 Theff -2,. 27. 
303. ©. 
La pd 
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N.B. This index chiefly refers to articles treated of in 
the notes. For the author, date, defign, and plan of 


each book, the reader is re 


VOLUMES. 


ferred to the mtroduétions : 


the text will generally ferve as a kind of index to the 


paraphrafe: where both th 


e paraphrafe and notes are 


referred to, and is inferted between the page and the 


letter of the note. 


The notes on the: prophetic part of the Revelation contain 
many things to which it was not eafy to refer: but fe- 
veral of them being mentioned no more than once, the 
text will readily point to them ; and therefore the: reader 
is defired to excufe the omiffion of them in this index. 


A. Accefs to God, what the expreffion alludes 


to, v. 422. i—by faith. EVE SF SLD 


A BBA, the mearing of the word, Aéts of the Apoftles, allufion in the ¢pi- 


vol. iv. pag. 87. 4. a title which 
flaves might not ufe. v. so. h, 
Abel, Dr Kennicott’s opinion about his fa- 


{files to faéts not mentioned there, iv. 
168.*. 396. 8.—to facts that are, proves 
the truth of both. v< 292. 


crifice. vis 85. ©. what is meant by Aceurfed, who call Chrift accurfed. iv. 


his blood. 112. ™, 


Z1062 Dy, 


Abraham, the promife made to him 130 Adam formed firft. v. 378. 1. the duty 


years before the law. v.42. &.—how 
he knew. that Jacob was an heir of it. 
vi. 87. 1.—was juftified by faith, iv. 
46. which was imputed to him for 
righteoufnefs, 47. ©. before he was 
. cireumcifed. ib. f.—in one fenfe he 
was juttified by works, vi. 153. & 4. 
in another he was not, iv. go, & @. 
In what fenfe he was the: heir of hel 
world. iv. 45. #.—how the gofpel was 
preached to him. v. 37. & f. all na- 


of wives to fubmit to their hufbands ar- 
gued thence, ib. his fin fubjeéted the 
creation to vanity, iv. 90.’and brought 
death on all men. 58. he was the fi- 
gure of him that was to come. 59. 8. 


Adoption, what. iv; roz. d. > Allufion: 
to different forms of it among the Ro-_ 


mans. or. &. 


Adulterefs, fhe that is married to another 


while her firft hufband lives. iv. 72. 
yet divoree for adultery not forbid. ib. b. 


tions blefled in his /eed, ib. not his Advocate, what the name fignifies. vi. 


Seed. 41. 2. weceived Ifaac from the 

dead in a figure. vi. gt. b. his faith 

on this occafion remarkable. ib, @, 
Acceptance of perfons, what. iv, 26. 8. 


279. a 


Afflidtions, their lightnefs ‘and benefit 


ftrongly expreffed. iy. qr4. 2. 
Age, aiwy ¥1@, what. iy. G10. f, ab? & 
Beir 


‘ 
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Air, the Jews thought it inhabited by 
evil fpirits. v. x12. ©, 

Alexander, the apoftle’s imprecation on 
him vindicated. v. qs5. © 

Allegory of Sarah and Hagar. v. 58. &c. 

All things work together for good, in what 
extent the phrafe is to be taken. iv. 
O50 > 

Alpha and Omega, who calls himéfelf fo. 
RMS 7 On Senge. es 

Altars, more than one under the law. 
iv. 122. 4: 

Anathema. The apoftle’s meaning when 
he wifhes to be made an Anathema. 
iv. ros. & 6. Anathema-maranatha, 
what. 370. ©. 

Angel, the name of an officer in the Jew- 
ith fynagooue. vi. 373.4. quickly af- 
ter Chriltianity heathens fpoke of an- 
gels. v. 263.1. 

Angel of the churches, not diocefan bi- 
fhops. vi. 377. 4d. what is\faid to 
them is intended of the churches under 
their care. vi..378. f. 381. 4. 

Angels (good,) are charged with the go- 
vernment of particular countries, vi. 
‘12. P. concerned in limiting the power 
of devils. 346.5, Chriftians forbid to 
worfhip them. v. 263. !. who. that 
angel that oifers intenfe with the pray- 
ers of faints. vi. g22. ©. what thean- 
gels defired to look into. 187. & h. 

Angels (evil, ) how they kept not their 
firit ftate. vi. 345. 4. are referved in 
chains of darknefs. vi. 353. £. caft 
down to hell. ib. ©. fhall be judged by 
Chriftians. iv..243. >. vide devil and 
Sata. 

Anger, it is impoffible to be angry with- 
out fin. v. 149.4. why we muft not 
let the fun go down upon it, ib. ™. 
Variety of phrafes ufed in prohibiting 
it. 153. & ?.—worketh not the righ- 

 teoufnefs of God. vi. 142. ¢.—to be 
efpecially avoided in prayer. v. 377. 8. 

Animals, the four mentioned in Revela- 
tion, what. vi. 400. f, 

Animal man, ‘who. iv. 212. & 9. 

Antichrift, in what fenfe he was come in 
the apofiles days. vi. 301. ©. 

Antioch, the church there direéted by re- 
velation to fend out Paul. v. 22. ¢. 
Paul’s conteft with Peter there, 27. Uc. 

Antipas, who, and the notice taken of 
him. vi. 383. f. 

Antifthenes, an expreffion of his about 
being reproached for doing good, vi. 
200.55. 

Antoninus, remarkable expreffion of his 
about God. iv. 133. f. ‘ 

Apollos, Locke thinks him the falfe pro- 
phet at Corinth. iv. 216, 4. why un- 
willing to go to Corinth, 366. 

3 


Lez 


Apologies, that Paul makesconfiftent with 
his infpiration. iv. 462. 4. : 

Apoftafy from Chriftianiry fatal in the firft 
age, though perhaps not fo in thofe that 
follow. vi. 39. h.—meant by finning 
wilfally, dc. 78.4. why expreffed in 
fuch general terms. ib. b,—among the 
Chriftians from Nero to Trojan. v. 
444. 4.—before the fecond coming of 
Chrift. 340. & ¢. 

Apottates, the apoftles reproving them with 
great freedom, thews they feared no dit> 
covery they could make. v. 374. b. 

Apoftle, a witnefs of Chrift’s refurreétion. 
iv. 273. 2. The apoftles had been pe- 
culiarly criminal and wretched, if their 
teftimony had been falfe, 348. ¢.— 
preached not themfelves, 412, were am- 
baffadors for Chrift, 412. d. how 
proved to be the minifters of Chrift, 
424. &c. had power to punifh difobe- 
dience, 453. 4. feared no difcoveries 
that apottates could make, v. 374. b. 
or factious perions. iv. 480. b." had 
not power to work miracles when they 
pleafed. v. 457. k. what meant by 
their being fent forth laft. iv. 229. b. 
called the twelve when fome were ah- 
fent. 344. f, 8%. their writings perfpi- 
cuous in all matters of importance. 
407. ¢. Chriftians in general concern- 
ed in them. vi. 266. k. 

Apottolic rod. iv. 234. f. 450. Ge. 
Paul’s threatening to wie it, proves it 
was well known he had it. 480. 6,’ ¢, 

Arafpus, his complaining of two fouls 
illuftrates Rom. vii. x9. iv. 79. 1. 

Archangel that fhall fhout at Chrift’s co- 
ming, not Chrift himfelf. v. 316. £. 

Armour of righteoufiefs on the righi- 
hand and the left. iv. 426. ©. 

of the Chriflian deferibed. v. 
Ly Pn CFOs Oe oa 

Atheifts, ‘the heathens called fo by St 
Paul. v. 119. 4. : 

Athenian, remarkable account given by 
one of the victory at Marathon. v. 
21355 

Atonement as weil as reformation necef- 
fary to deliverance from fin. iv. 347. 6. 
of Chrifi, thews that God is jult when 
he juftifies finners. 47. 8. 

For what fins the facvifices of the 
day of atonement availed. vi. 71. & 4. 
thofe faciifices alluded to with great 
propriety. 70. b. : 

Aven gelon, a term of contempt by 
which the Jews called the gotpel, in- 
{tead of evalyérsov. iv. 204. f. 

Authorities, Bifhop Hopkins thinks -5- 
vote. means only fuch as are lawful, 
iv. 145. ©. difpofed by God, ib. *. 
yet not fo as to eftablith uulimited Be 

ive 
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five obedience. 146. 4. --Jude’s argu- 
ment againft {peaking evil of them. 
vi. 346, 347. & k, 


B. 


Babylon, probably Peter near it when he 
wrote his firft epiftle. vi. 225.1! my- 
jtical, what, 474. its fall. 479. what 
is Fi by the feveral articles of it. 
481. 

Baeshaoaia, what. y. 161. b, 

Balaam, why ‘called the fon of Bofor. 
Vi, 268. €. 

Balaamites, who. vi. 384. &. 

Baptifm, its perpetuity, y. 260. & no 
obje€tion againft water baptifm, when 
it is faid there is one baptifm. 138. 4. 
commonly admini{tered by immerfion. 
iv. 199. 8. Allufion to that mode. 
64. 4.—of infants referred to when 
children are faid to be holy. ass. ¢. 


given to prefbyters to obey bifhops. 
383. ©. No reafon to believe the mef- 
fengers of the sta were diocefans. 
iv. 444. ©. v./215. 4. mor the an- 
gels” of the feven churches in Afia. 
vi. 377. 4, not mentioned in the epi- 
ftie to the Corinthians, though fo na- 
tural an oceafion offered: fy..c23hocs 
nor in Paul’s lift of ecclefiafticks. v. 
r4r. Kk. 


Blefs. How we are faid to blefs the fa- 


cramental elements. iv. 289. 2. 


Blood of Abel, what. vi. 112. %!.—of the 


Lamb, not the blood fhed in his caufe. 
vi. ato, & 


Body put for the whole man. iv. 135. & 


b.—{poken of as a tabernacle. 415. 
dc. our care of it an emblem of 
Chrift’s regard to his church. v. 
168.—dead becaufe of fin. iv. 85. b. 
Chriftians reprefented under the image 
of a body. 315. &e. 


a ae objection againit it re- Bookof life, what. v. 229, 230. ©. vi. 


moved. 47. 8. adminiftered to. chil- 390. 8. 452. &.—in the hand of him 
dren whofe parents were Chriftians at that fat on the throne. vi. 404.2. Mr 
‘the time of their birth. 64. ¢. the Lowman’s notion of the opening its 
amn{wer of a good confcience in it. vi. feals. gro. 4, 

242. oblives us to die to fin. iv. Boxers, allufion ta eer manner of exer- 
67. Perfons baptized not meant by cifing. iv. 281. 1, m, 


enlightened. vi. 32. 4. no extraordi- Bramins, a notion of theirs, and a con- 
nary illumination to be expected on its —je€ture about the occafion of it. vi. 


adminiftration. 80. 8. TEG. Ds 
Baptifmal regeneration. v. 483. d, Bread-offering, vide mincha. 
Baptized for the dead. iv. 351. }. Bufy-bodies, who. vi, 218. £.—difcou- 
Beafts, (vide animals) with feven heads, ~ raged. v. 311. & ©. 
dc. what. vi. 450. 2. what meant 
; by its feven héads. 475. & ©, d.—its Cc. 


mark, 454. ™. its number, ib. 5. ; 

The punifhment of its worfhippers, Calling and election, Mr Brekel’s notion 
458. & 8. approved by angels and what the phrafe alludes to. vi. 246. i, 
Chrift.. ib. ©, €. the other beaft that Called and faithful. 476. ©. 

afcended out of the eps 453- h, i. Canaan, why entrance into it called reft. 


is the falfe prophet. 470. 4, vi. 24. 2. 
Believers. ae the witnefs in themfelves. Candour and forbearatice. iv. 199. imp. 
i fenies & S 328. imp. 


Believing that Chrift j is the Son of God, Carcafe fometimes tied to captives as a pus 
thought by Mr Locke the only funda- nifhment. iv. 80. 4. 
mental of the gofpel. vi. 309. #. Corpocratians, fome think they are the 


Chriftians exhorted to believe. 315. 2. miockers mentioned 2 tee ill, 3. vi. 
Benevolent temper and carriage, its fruits. 262. ©, 

vi. 207, 208. & 4, Celibacy oF the clergy. iv. 272, 273. 6, ©. 
Bifhop, his charaéter ‘and duty. v. 382. Cenchrea, the church there diftinét from 

dc. and notes. yet not fully enume- Corinth, though is its fuburbs. iv. 

rated, 383. ©. how he was in danger rygvtby 

of undertaking his office by conftraint. Cerinthus faid to have contended with 

Vi. 222.0. of falling into condemna- Paul for cireumcifion. v.24. f. what 
_ tion and the {nare of the devil. v. his do@rine. vi. 488. ©. 

384. f, 8.—the hufband of one wife. Chain, the way in which the pou 

382. a, explained by a deaconnefs’s chained their prifoners. v. 18x. 


being the wife of one man. 399. i. Chambering, interpreted by fome or ly~ 

Bifhops.and prefbyters the fame. v. ing long in bed. iv. 150. k, 

yo, © vi, 222. %. Several bifhops Chapters fometimes ill divided. iv. 80. P. 
* at Philippi. v. 194. ©. NodireGtion v.22. £. 

% : Charity, ~ 


a 
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‘Charity, an aét of religion, and not 


merely of humanity. iv. 448. 4. no 
kind of religious fervice acceptable 
without it. vi. 1q5. 1, People apt to 
make evafive excufes for neglecting it. 
v. 79. d.—urged, iv. 438. efpecially 
from the example of Chrift, 439, 
440. and the peculiar bleffing of God 
which may be expeéted upon it. 448. 
€hel, or wall of feparation. v. 121. & 

Cherubim of glory, why called fo. vi. 
60. d. The living creatures mention- 
ed in Revelation were cherubim. vi. 
400, 401. f. 

Children ought to be taught the ferip- 
tures. v. 449. 3. their irregularities 
reflect a difhonour on their parents. v. 

471.4. All men by nature children of 
wrath. v. 113. 8. 

Chofen generation, how applied to Chri- 
ftians. vi. 195. ©. 

Chrift fometimes fignifies his word, vi. 
rr9. & but not when it is faid, he is 
the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. 
ib f 


He is the beginning of the creation. 
vi. 395. & © the Firft-born of the 
whole creation. vy. 250. 6. created all 
things, 251. ©. the whole family in 
earth and heaven named of him. 131, 
~ y¥32z. 2. all fulnefs refided in him. 
252. ©. how the fulnefs of the God- 
head dwelt in him. 260. 4d. was in 
the form of God. 207. >. thought it 
na robbery to be as God. ib. ©. call- 
ed the Lord the Spirit. iv. gos. & 8. 
Alpha and Omega. vi. 370. ©. 373.4. 
He that fearches the heart. 387. ¢. 
the Holy One. 392. *. the true God. 
17. f. Jehovah. iv, 117. d. God 
over all bleffed for ever. 102. & f. 
why his fuperiority to angels is fo par- 
ticularly infifted on. vi. rt. i. ‘The 
apoftle takes it for granted that Chrifti- 
ans would pray to him. iv. 194. ©. 
He is the unutterable gift of God. 
iv. 449.8 Adam a figure of him. so. 
f,8. Wowthe falvation by him exceeds 
the lofs by Adam. 60. How he preach- 
ed to the fpirits in prifon. vi. 211. & 
¢, How Mofes efteemed the reproach 
of Chrift, &c. 94.6 Chrift Jaid the 
plan of the Mofaic difpenfation. 22. 
and notes. and was prefent with the 
church in the wildernefs. iv. +86. f. 
an Nae to this anfwered. vi. 10. ©. 
116. b, his Spirit in the Old-Tefta- 
ment prophets, 186. f.—Called the 
Comer. 81. i. his emptying himfelf re- 
fers to a proper change in his ftate. v. 
208. d. q 
His love to the church a myftery. v, 
169. f. He was manifefted to dettroy 


¢ 


the works of the devil. vi. 294.1. was 
a minifter of the circumcifion. iv. 164, 
—the reproach of thofe that reproach- 
ed God fellon him. 163. 4.—was an 
example of that affection Chriftians 
fhould maintain. 163, 164.6.  diftin- 
guifhed by his loving righteoufnefs. vi, 
1z.° he witnefled a good confeffion. 
v. 414.6, difcharged the office of a 
Mediatorin hishuman nature. v. 376.¢. 

He was an High Prieft before his re- 
furre€tion. vi. 33. 5. 55. 4. is our 
paffover. iv. 238. f. the end of the 
law for righteoufnefs. 115. & b. gave 
himéelf an offering and a facrifice. v, 
154.4. bythe eternal Spirit. vi. 63. k. 
was made a fin-offering. iv. 422. died 
in the {tead of the ungodly. 55.€: The 
value of his facrifice compared with the 
Levitical. vi. 63. & i. what the joy 
fet before him. 102. 9. he learnt obes 
dience by the things he futfered. vi. 34. 
k, abolifhed fin by the facrifice of 
himfelf. 68.4. we are healed by his 
{tripes. 201. & i. a living way is con- 
fecrated through the vail. 75. b, ¢. by 
his obedience many are conttituted 
righteous. iv. 61. & k. Things in hea- 
ven and earth are reconciled by him. 
Wista Sine ee 

He is the Firft-born from the dead. 
v. 251. d. \fpoiled principalities and 
powers, 262.1. led captivity captive. 
139. & entered into the holy place, 
but once. vi. 62.4. ‘The world to dome 
made fubjeét to him. 16.4. He is the 
Head of the church. v. 143. the Au- 
thor and Finifher of our faith. vi. ror. 
P. his life was manifefted in the fuf- 
ferings of his apoftles. iv. qrz. the 
promifes are yea and amen in him. iy. 
389. °. He is an Advocate. vi. 279, 
280.4. for whom. ibib. His inter- 
ceffion emphatically reprefented, 422.¢, 
his meflage to the fevén churches proves 
his condeicenfion and exact knowledge. 
ype 

His fecond appearance called. the laft 
time and laft day. vi. 185. d. fome 
underftand his coming in the clouds, 
of the deftruction of Jerufalem. 360. ¢. 
The manner of his defcent to judgment. 
¥. 316. Reflections on it. 317. “the 
fuddennefs of it. 319. 2. Allufion to 
the office of the high prieft in the ac- 
count given of his final appearance. vi. 
68, i. his giving up the kingdom to 
the Father. iv. 350. 8. 

what it is to confefs him. vi. 3o0r. b. 
who are the enemies of his crofs. y. 
226.4.. what itis to crucify him a- 
freth. vi. 39. 0, what it is to put on 
Chrift. iv. 150. ™. Mr Locke’s no- 

tion 


\ 
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tion of.it. v, 47. *. whatis meant by 
being in him. iv. 80. 4, 
quickened with him. v._ 113. i. 
love bears them away. iv. 420. ©. 

Chriftians are dead to ithe law. iv. 73. & 
€, quickened with Chrift. v. 113, i. 
delivered into the mould of the goipel. 
iy. 69. 9. made the righteou‘nels of 
God. 422. f. already justified and glo- 
rified. 96. 4. their lives hid with 
Chrift. v. 267. ©. they_are one body. 
iv. 136, 316. dc. _ kuit together in the 
fame mind. 197. & b.  fhall be caugnt 
up to meet the Lord inthe air. v. 316.4, 

Chiiftianity in effeét afferts that all are in 
a degenerate ftate. vi. 446.¢. the plan 
and defign of it grand. v. 167. °. a 
teft by which other doétrines may be 
tried. vi. 302. ©. the laft difpenfation, 
vi. 286..5, ; 

Chryio{tem, a remark of his on watehing 
for fouls. vi. 123.6." s 

Church, thought by fome to be a build- 
ing for religious worfhip in x Cor. xi. 
18, iv. 303. 2. how the church is the 
fulnefs of Chrift. v. rog. 4. the ma- 
nifeld wifdom ef God made known by 
it. &c. 128. i. why whole churches 
are fpoken of as chofen, faints, believers, 
dc. ror. ©, 246.6, Churches in A- 
fia, vide feven. 

Cicero, a remarkable expreffion of his 
concerning the death of) friends. v. 
3x4. b. 

Cirdimeifion, a feal of the righteoufnefs 
of faith. iv. 47. obviates a confider- 
able objection againft infant-baptifm, 
ib. 8. thofe that ave circumcifed be- 
come debtors to keep the whole law. v. 
64. and Chrift profiteth them nothing. 
63. & 3, civeumcifed Chriftians were 
fometimes fpared when others were per- 
fecuted. v. 83. d. 

Cireus, allufion to the races there. iv. 
SOS CES 

Civil inconveniences attending ecclefiafti~ 
cal cenfures. vi. 378. ©. 

Collc€uon of the churches in Judea. iv, 
363. oe. 

Colotie, why the Chriftians there called 
holy and faithful brethren. vy. 246. 6. 
the defign of the epiftle to them briefly 
propofed. 247. >. written about the 
fame time as that to\the Ephefians. 
AWB te 

Comet, Mr Whiston thinks the confla- 
gration will be occafioned by one. vi. 
gos. f. 

Communion with idols maintained by fa- 
crifice. iv. 289. 6. 

Community of goods, not general among 

* Chriftians. v. 41s. 4. 

Comparative degree 


His 


ufed 


fometimes 


Chriftians. 


for the pofitive. vi. 240. 2. 
Complacency in other vices the laft degree 

of degeneracy. iv. a1. 4. 
Condemnation, haw any may be faid to 

be regiftered to it. vi. 344.5. 350. f. 


Condefcenfion of St Paul to his hearers. 


iv. 278, 279, 294. 

Confeffing Chrift, why fo much ftrefs 
laid on itin {cripture. vi 301... 306, 
a.—our faults one 10 another, no foun- 

dation for auricylar confeffion. 171. f. 


1 Johni. 7. abfurdly produced to prove | 


it. 297. de 

Cenflagration, Mr Whifton thinks it will 
be occafioned by a comet. vi. sos. f. 
Mr Fleming thinks fome faints will rife 
while it continues. iv. 221, 4, - 

Confucius, a remarkable faying of his a- 
bout princes governing their families, 
v. 384. © ios 

Conquerors, an allufion to their giving 
largeffes to the foldiers. v. 140. ».—in 
the Chriftian warfare fhall have power 
over the nations. vi. 388. ©. fhall walk 
in white. 390. £. and be made pillars 
in the houfe of God. 394. 4. 

Contentions that rofe early in the church 
were wifely- permitted. v. 36. ©. 

Contentment, the attendant and fruit of 
godlinefs. v. gro. 4. 

Controverfies about little things, the dan- 
ger of them. v. 437. ©. : 

Converiation, rules for conduéting it. v. 
b SKooe , 

Conviétion of fin by the law. iv. 40. ©. 
—of fin and duty infufficient without 
reformation, iv. 82, 83. ” 

Corinthians much addi¢ted to lewdnefs, 
iv. 266. °. what their fault about the 
Lord’s fupper. 303, 304. ©, 4, & 

Corn, the caftern manner of threfhing it 
alluded to. iy. 274. ©. 

Corners of the earth, what. vi. 494. f. 

Covenant, Abrahamic, why called cove- 
nanis. V. vr9. 0.—-at Sinai made no ex-= 
prefs provifion for the pardon of wilful 
fin. iv. rrg.°. How a covenant im- 
ports the death of that by which it is 
confirmed. vi. 65. & ¢. 

Covetoufnels, the precept that forbids it 
relates to the heart, and proves the f{pi- 
rituality of the law. iv. 75. >. how it 
is idolatry. v. 155.4. and pierces per- 
fons through with many forrows. ar1.©. 


Crates, a remarkable faying of his about. 


ornaments of drefs. vi. 203. *. 
Creation made fubjeé&t to yanity. iv. 90. 
& #. earneftly expects the revelation 
of the fons of God. ib. 
Cretans, their charaéter. v. 474. b, 
Crowns beftowed in the games, their dif- 
ferent kinds. iv. 280. i. 
Curfe, how Chrift made a curfe for us. v. 
38. 
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38. & i. How all that are of the works 
of the law are under a éurfe. y. 37. & 
8. what it is to call Chrift curfed. iv. 
zur. b, 

Cymbal, what, and how fitly mentioned 
by ithe apoftle. iv. 321. ¢. 

Cyrus, a robe of his put on by fucceeding 
Perfian kings at their coronations. iv. 
X5o, mn, 


DD 


Dan, not mentioned ene the tribes 

that were fealed. vi, 417. 

Darknefs, Chriftians in general, and not 
merely converts from heathenifim, are 
refcued from it. v. 348. 1. 

Day with the Lord a thoufand years, 
proverb, what it fignifies. Vi. 263. ss 
Day of judgment, 1 John iv. 17. thought 
by fome to refer to trials before perfe- 
cutors. vi. 306. ©. 

—of wrath, fometimes means temporal 
judgment. vi. 414.9 


' —of the Lord, 2 Pet. iii. ro. the final 


judgment. vi. 264. 8. 

Deacon, his character. v. 385. what that 
good Beene: which a ‘good deacon pro- 
cures. 386, h 

Deaconneffes: there were fuch officers in 
the primitive church. iv. 173.4. their 
charaéter. v. 399. 


~ Death introduced by ‘Avdann’s fin. iv. 58. 


- & d.—eternal the wages of fin. iv. 75. 
¢, whieh does not mean being caft 
out of exiftence. ib. All mem born in 
the territories of death. vi. 297. # 

Debatesabout doubtful matters. iv. 252.2. 

Delight in the law of God, a fure trace 
of real piety. iv. 79. ™. 

Demons fuppofed by heathens to be pre- 
fent at their facrifices. iv.290. ©. De- 
mon-worthip, what. vi. 431. 4 

Demofthenes, Rom. viii. 33, 34. in his 
grand manner. iv. 97. f. vid. 438.0. 

Devil, what bis condemnation or firft in- 
ftance of pride. v. 384. f. Snare of 

_ the devil, what. ib. 8 How devils in 
chains, yet wander on earth. vi. 253. f. 

Diocefan, vid. bifhop. 

Ditobediénce, how God fhut up/all under 
it. iv. 132. The apoftles had power 
to punifh fbr 2, 3A. fo" AES. 
é&c. vid. apaffolic rod. 

Dividing the word aright, what it alludes 
to. v. crt oe 

Divinity, Sisoini« diftinguithed | from ‘Ye- 
elma, Divine nature. iy. 17. 6. 

Divorce. iv. 251 —253. . Women had 
power: to divorce. 255, %. 

Door great and effectual, what the phrafe 
alludes. to. iv. 365. F. 


Dragon, a ferpent of enormous bulk. vi. 
444.%. proper emblem of Satan’ ib. 
—gave its power to the beatt. vi. 450. 4. 


ie EB. 


Early- Bite. a remark onthe adv: antage 
of it. 150. k, 

Earth, Sho meant by thefe under it. v. 
2OSnt~. 

Ecclefiaftical cenfures attended with civil 
inconveniences, their efiedts. vi. 378. ©. 

Egyptian Chriftians, the manner in which 
fome cf them partook of the Lord’s 
fapper. iv. 303. ©. 

Elders, fome prefided well who did not 
labour in the word, &c. v. 403, 404. 
and notes. what the double honour of 
which they are worthy. ib. b. the 
term fometimes ue means aged per- 
fons. vi 397. 3. 

Eleét angels, v. 405. on 

Ele@ion of grace. iv. 143. b, 

Elements of the world, what. v. 259. 
6 ©. 

Elijoh pleads againft Ifracl: iv. 122. the 
fuecets of his prayer for 2 drought. vi. 
I7 i. 

Ellipfis, a very bold one. v. 390. &. 


Embafladors fer Chrift, minifters may be — 


called fo. iv, 421.d. St Pauldifcharged 
the office in a chain. v. 18x. 1, 

End of the world, the concluding difpen- 
fation of God to it. iv. 287. h.—of all 
things, how St Peter fays it is at hand. 
Ws HO a 

Enemies of the crofs of Chrift, who. v. 
227.4. 

Enoch’s prophecy, a foolifh book, not 
quoted by Jude. vi. 350. ©.++his pro- 
pbecy of the Lord’s coming. ib. f. 
why not recorded by Mofes. ib. 

Entertainments often made in the idols’ 
temple. iv. 269. €. héreby conimunion 


with the idol. maintained. 239. b.~ 


296) ©. 

Ephefus, the people there remarkable for 
learning and abandoned charatters. v. 
1r1.>. How St Paul fought with beafts 
there. iv. 352. k. fewer irregularities 
in that church than in moft to which 
St Paul wrote, iv. 365. f. they feem 
to have reformed what he blamed. vi. 

78. Cc. 

Bpiltles. How the Corinthian converts 
were St Paul’s epitles. iv. 209. & ©. 
Efau, God faid to hate him, refers to his 
potterity, not his final ftate. iv. 104. 5. 
why faid to be rejected. yi. tro. d, ©. 
and charged with prophanenels. 109. » 

Effenes abftained from fleth, and eves 
fruits. iv. 152. ¥, 

Fyil- 


ak 
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Evil-fpeaking forbid, what. v. 269. 3. 

Examination of ourfelves urged in a view 
of the final retribution. v. 78. 

Excommunication in the power of parti- 
cular churches. iv. 440. i. the ill effeéts 
of annexing civil inconveniences to it, 

Wi, 348.5%: pega 

Execution of malefactors among the Ro- 
mans, the manner of it alluded to. iv: 
240. 1; 


F. 


Faith of God, what iv. 34. & B: 

Faith, an affent to the truth of Chriftia- 
nity. v. 374. *.—Fidelity. v. 74. 8.— 
miraculous: iv: 313. f. unprofitable 
without love. 321.2. 322.€. St Paul’s 
and St James’s notion of faith recoh- 
ciled. iv. 43. 5. vi. rg0. 4. rer. b. 
1§3. d,—as ufed x Cor. xiii. 2. different 
from that fpoken of in Romans. iv. 
321.4. St Paul’s definition of it. vi. 
$3, 84. and notes. Saurin thinks we 
cannot conclude that all who are men- 
tioned, Heb: xi. as inftances of it; 
were entitled to God’s final favour. 95. 
k.—the gift of God. v. 115.k. the 
work of his Spirit. iv. 311. ©. but 
this not meant, Gol. ii. rz. when it is 
called faith of the operation of God. v. 
261. f.—the way to enter into reft. vi. 
28. 8.—works by love. v. 65. & b. is 
the Chriftian’s fhield. v. 179. f, 8. 
the juft thall live by it. 38. & h. it is 
imputed to us for righteoufnefs. iv. 
46. yet to be underftood confiftent with 
our juftification by Chrift’s righteouf- 
nefs. 47. ©. what the proportion of 
faith. 137. f. atid the prayer of faith. 
Vi. 170. © 

Family-prayer, its tendency to preferve 
family-peace. v. 149.™. vi. 205. ©, 

Fiery darts, &c. what the expreffion re- 
fers to. v. 179. 8 fiery trial: vi. 
179. ©, 

Filth of the world, xa§eeuaie, what. iv. 
432%. 

Fire, what it is to heap coals of fire on 
the head of an ehemy. iv. 143. ©. 
what to be faved through it. 221. 4. 

Firft-born, why faints ealled fo. vis 113. k. 

Firft-fruits. vi, rg2. ©. gg7eb. 

Flefh, the Mofaic law. iv. 73. Fleth and 
{pirit, what. v. 70. 8. Works of the 
flefh, what. 71. imclade errors and 
evil difpofitions’ of the mind. ib. by 
who are after the flefh. iv. 84. what 
it is to mind the fiefh. ib. thofe that do 
it cannot pleafe God. 89. of fowing 
to the flefh and fpirit, and the different 
effects. v. 81, 82. 


Folly of God, what the phrafe means. iv: | 
205. h.. 

Foot-races alluded to. iv. 280, &c. 

Foppery in men or women reproved. V- 
378. K. 

For, yae in St Paul’s writings often has 
not the forte of an illative particle. iv. 
ss. f. v. 31.4, is fometimes an ex- 
pletive. iv. 69. b. fometimes intro- 
duices a co-ordinate proof of fomething 
at adiftance. 107. %, is a copulative. 
356.4. or might be rendered, I fay. 

“W. 59. %. vide yee in the Greek index: 

Forgivenefs of injuries urged from the 
freedom of Divine forgivenefs. v. 153¢ 
and notes. 

Form of God; what. v. 07. & 6. ge 

Fornieation. iv. 2475 249. eating 
things offered to idols probably called 
fo. vi. 387.0. 

Foundation of God; and its infcriptions. 
Vv. 440. 3. 

Friendly carriage, its happy effects. vi. 
zo7. & 4; 


G: 


Gaius, to whom St John writes, who. vi. 
333-7. 

Galatians were a colony of the Gauls. v. 
3. 8"; : s 

Games, Olympick, Circenfion, &c. Al- 
lufiens to them. iv. 280... 282. and 


notes. 365. f. v.65. ¢. 222.k,1, 
ma, a7e 4, 346522 392.°C. 412 
fF. 434. vi. 101. notes: 10g, »b, 
106.K. 107.™, 42. i: 


Garments fpotted with the flefh, what. 
vi. 352. k. to what the expreffion; 
bleffed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
bis garments, alludes. vi. 470. ©. 

Genealogies, the fondnefs of the Jews for 
them. vy. 484. f. the tables made at 
thé taxation referred to by feveral early 
Chriftian writers. vi. 49. i. A : 

General expreffions ufed in a confined 
fenfes vi 195. °. > 289K 2 Zoses Fe 
294.k. Gentiles, vide heathens, ad- 
diéted to uncleannefs. v. 310. b. their 
admiffion to the privileges of the gofpel 
foretold in the Old Teftament. iy. r1z. 
&4, and in the promife to Abraham. 
v. 37. f. in what fenfe this was a 
myftery. 103. ). 
nefs diftingwifhed. iv. gz. *. how the 
offering of them fanétified by the Spi- 
fit. 156. d, Partakers of the fpiritual 
things of the Jews. 170. 

Gifts, vide fpiritual. The unutterable 
gift of God. iv. 449. 8. 

Girdle, the form of thofe worn by the 
Jewith priefts. viv 374. £, © military 

girdle, 


their ricbes and ful- - 


i, 


ba 


=ge* 


GENER ALON DEX. 


‘wirdlé, a proper metaphor to exprefs 
truth. v. 178. 4, 

Gladiators. iy. 230-. 

Glory of God, Rom. iii. 23. thought by 
fome to be a lucid refemblance of the 
Shechinah worn by our firft parents. 
iv. ar. ©. 81. 4. Chrift’s appearing 
without fin interpreted of his wearing 
this. vi. 68. k. Glory beheld by Mofes 
an emblem of that which Chriftians 
behold. iv. 40§. f. Heavenly happi- 
-nefs meant by that phrafe iv. 54. a 
ftrong expreflion to defcribe it. iv. 
414. 7. 

‘Gnofticks when the feét rofe. v. 369. ©. 

God of this world, who. iv. 407.4. The 
‘heathen philofophers knew and yet de- 
nied the unity of God. 14.5. He calls 
the things that are not as though they 
were. 50.4. is light. vi.277.°. the 
Father of lights. rq. 2. works all 
things agreeably to the counfel of his 
own will. v. 104.1. his fovereignty in 
many refpeéts confiftent with reafon 
and fcripture. iv. 106, &c. his Pro- 
vidence is concerned in events owing 
to the wickednefs of men. vi. 223. ©. 
and exercifed over evil {pirits. vi. 471. 
£. his goodnefs {trongly exprefled. v. 
338. 4. vi. rqr.b. He endures with 
great long-fuffering the veflels of wrath. 
iv. 108. 4. is called the God of peace. 
iv. 179. will have all men be faved. 
v. 376.4. is the Saviour of all men. 
393- ©. The Father called the Saviour. 
v. 482.¢. Sight put for the knowledge 
of him, why. vi. 292. 4. 

Godlinefs, how it has the promife of this 
fife and that to come. v. 393. 4. 

Godly in Chrift Jefus, what the phrafe 
intimates: v. 447. f. f 

Gog and Magog, who. vi. 494. f. 

Good to be returned for evil. iv. 143. 
how it heaps up coals of fire, we. 

sabe es 

Gofpel, not a rule by which all men fhall 
be judged. iv. 27. 1, eftablifhed by 
means that feemed weak. iv. 201, 208, 

231-4, its plan and defign grand. v. 
167. & ©, preached to the dead. vi. 


214. |. the laft difpenfation. iv. 287. - 


h, viv 67- 8 fome think it is called 
the power of an endlefs life. vi. 50. 1. 
Governments, perhaps thofe who prefi- 
ded in charities. iv. 1375). 318,f. 
Grace, yaets, fometimes fignifies, a gift. 

iy, 439: ©: 

—-of God beftowed upon the churches 
of Macedonia, what. 438. 7.—oppofed 
to works. iv. 123. ©. how given us in 
Chrift. vy. 429. d. how the difference 
in moral charaéters owing to it. iv. 


Vou. VI. I 3 U 


228.f. the reality and foveréignty of 
its operations. v.210.h. freely given. 
Vi. Tr4.l. 

Grafting, a beautiful allufion to it. iv. 
fe ape 

Gratitude to God, put for the whole of 
religion. iv. 17. 1. 

Grieving a brother, fignifies to lead him 
to commit fin, iv. 158. ¢. 


is 


Hand-writing, Col. ii. 14. what, and 
how againft us. v. 261. & & 

Hate, often means no more than that 
fomething elle is greatly preferred. iv. 
104. 8. 

Hay and ftubble, what. iv. 219, 220. ©. 

Hades, an unfeen place, vi. 376.6. what. 
meant by its being caft into the lake of 
fire. vi. 496. !. 

Heads, mens to be uncovered, and wo- 

’ mens covered. iv. 398. 4. 

Heathens, (vide Gentiles) had only a 
precarious hope of a future ftate. v. 119. 
¢. in what fenfe they were atheifts. ib. 
their moralifts thought lying in fome 
cafes juftifiable. 148. k.if virtuous, 
may be accepted thro’ the atonement of 
Chrift. vi. 280. b. 

Heaven and earth, things in both united 
under Chrift. v. 163. i. Heavenly 
happinefs-deferibed as a houfe not made 
with hands. iv.415.¢. heavenly things 
purified with blood. vi. 67. f. 

Hebrews, the epiftle to them written be- 
fore the deftruétion of Jerufalem. vi. 
120. ), about (A. D. 63. 132. He- 
brew of the Hebrews, what. y. 219. 
& ©. 

Hell, the meaning of the word hades. vi. 
376.6. and of Tartarus. 253. ©. 

Helpers and goverfiments, who. iy. 
318. f. 

Herald, in the public games, Paul com- 
pares himfelf to one: iv. 318, 2. 

Herefy fomething worfe than ichifm. iv. 
303.6, one of the works of the flefh. 
ani fe cacaet ; 

Hereticks, who. v. 484.8. - Jews kept at 
a great diftance from thofe they reckon- 
ed fuch. vi. 327.4. fome infer from 
Rev. xvii. 17. that it is the will of God 
fuch fhould be cut off. 483. f. 

Holy, how children called fo. iv. 255. ¢. 

Homer’s defcription of Tartarus illuftrates 
Set. Mv ALe Vane 5.3 Ss 

Hope, how the Gentiles without it. y. 
119. © 

Hofpitality, peculiar occafion for’ prac- 
tifing it in the apoftles time. iv. rqr. 
ee ag 


‘ Humi- 
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Humiliation, ravevects exprefles the dif- 

- pofition-of a man’s mind, rerevaing 
his condition, vi. 138. f. 

Hymenzus atid Alexander, who. v. 344s 
b. the freedom with which Paul cen- 
fures them proves his caufe good. 375. 
their conduct no objection againit the 
doétrine of perfeverance. 374. 4. 

Hymns and {piritwal fongs, what. vy. 
Wa S. 


1p 


Jacob, God’s loving him refers’ to his fa~ 


yours be(towed on his pofterity, not to 
his final ftate. iv. 104. 8. 

-—.worfhipped, leaning on the top of 
his ftaff. vi. 92. ©. The apoftle’s ac- 
count reconciled: with the Old Tefta- 
ment. ib. 

James, perhaps Chrift appeared to him 
alone. iv. 344.5. how the brother of 
our Lord. v. 19. €. James the’ lefs, 
the author of the epiftle. vi. 3131. 
why faid to be bifhop of Jerufalem. 
135. % 

Jannes and Jambres. v. 446. d. 

Idol, a Jewith aphorifm that an idol is 
nothing. iv. 267. ©. vide entertain- 
ment. ' . 

Tdolaters, how they changed the truth of 
God into a lie. iv. 19. 

Idolatries of the Romifh church. vi. 

“Aaron. 

Jealoufy. The ground of the phrafe, 
‘¢ provoking the Lord to jealouly.”’ iy. 
291, 4, 

Jerufalem, how it feemed to. come down 
from God out of heaven. vi. ggg. 0. 
Jefuites, remarkable difhonefty in their 
tranflation. iv. 253.¢. their miffiona- 
ries faid to have denied that Chrift was 

crucified. iv. 204. 8. 

Jew, one of God’s peculiar people. iv. 
33,5. Vie 38rd, 

Jews, the gofpel to be preached firlt to 
them: a remark on the franknefs of 
the apoftle in declaring this. iv. 15.2. 
Tribulation and wrath firlt rendered to 
them.25.f. they thought no Ifraelite 
could be deprived: of heaven but by a- 
poltafy, idolatry, &c. 26. 8. uncon- 
verted Jews often addrefled in epiftles 
directed to Chriftians, why. 29.4, held 
the merit of their obfervances: 45.6. 
How their rejection the righteonfnefs of 
the world. 125.—to be reftored to their 
own land. 126.4. this will convince 
many of the truth of the gofpel. ibid. 
the prophecies of their converfion Ss 
fulfilled in the apottles: time. 130. #. 
How they were enemies to the got] 
for the fake of the Gentiles. 131. ¢ 


their notion of the unlawfulnefs of pay= 
ing tribute to Cefar oppofed by St Paul.. 
148. 8 fome of them in heathen 
countries eat nothing but herbs. 152. b. 
The crofs of Chrift a {tumbling block 
to them. 204. f. were permitted to 
try all but criminal caufes in their 
courts. 244. 4. which made the con- 
~ duct of the Corinthians more inexcufa- 
ble. ibid. Paul became as a Jew to’ 
them. 278.6. in what fenfe, and how 
yeconciled with his reproving Peter. 
il. ©. they called Jefus, yu* by way of 
contempt, inftead-of nw. 311.5. call- 
‘ed Satan ‘*the god who blinds.” 407. 
a, their wife men taught without pay~ 
460. 8. Jews and Gentiles. reconciled 
to one another by Chrift. y. 120. &c. 
moft of the perfecutions againft Chri- 
ftians came from the Jews. 203. i. 
fome intercourfe between them and the 
heathen philofophers. 259. b.—had a 
notion that angels were interceflors. 
263.1. how they were contrary to all 
men. 3027. & 7, many of them de- 
{troyed not only in Jerufalem, but 
elfewhere. 303.6. fond of fables. 484. 
f. 368. 6, their genealogies, what, 
ibid. their traditions juftly called old 
wives fables. 392. 6. a remarkable 
proverb of theirs about the inefiicacy of 
hearing the law. vi. r43. 8. 

Jewith nation, Mr Locke thinks St Paut 
fpeaks in their name, Rom. vil. 7. &c. 
iv. 76. ©. Jewifh ritual, why called 
worldly elements. v. 49. *. . weak and 
poor elements. sr. 4. a thadow of ce- 
leftial things. vi. 55. -b. a figure of 
them, 61. & ©. not fo much as the 
image of them. 70. 3. 

Jezebel, who. vi. 387. 3. 

Illyricum, St Paul preached to the weftern- 
fhores of it. iv. 168.4. 

Immortality of the foul, the natural ar- 
guments for it compared with that 
which arifes from the refurrection of 

, Chriit. iv. 353.1. 

Impofition of hands. v. 394. h. 405: 8. 
vi. 37. ©.—of indifferent things. iV. 


Tae hie te matters of fentiment. iv. ~~ 


154 ; 
Inceit eee busd by heathens. iv. 236. 2. 
Initiation of the ancients. vid. wight 
Iufeription on the foundation, &c. what 
it alludes to. v. 440. 4. 
Infpiration, of the Old Teftament belie 4 
ved by St Paul. iv. 34. & #. v. 449. 
& b.—of St Paul. iv. 211—213, 252.7. 
268; Le -gyoy -iaiegiit..6e pi ier s.n8 
d, goog. b. not inconfiftent with the 
uncertainty with which he fpeaks of 
fome fats. iv. 199. 8. 
Interpretation ef tongues, how diftin- 


guithed 


‘guifhed from fpeaking with tongues. 
iv. 337. 8. 

John, a remarkable {tory of his, exhorting 
to love, when he was not able to preach. 


vi. 303. f. Author of the three epi-- 


{tles, though his name to none of them. 
325. 2. probably wrote them before 
the Revelation. 292.0. who the lady 
to whom he writes. 326. 6. a peculi- 
arity of his ftyle remarked. 334. 4. 
remark on the ftyle of his gofpel and 
the Revelation. 372. 4. the ftory of 
his being put into a cauldron of oil. 
ibid, b. what is meant by his being in 
the Spirit, and in what manner the re- 
velations were made to him. 399. *. 
had a vifion of thofe fcenes that are re- 
prefented as fucceeding on opening the 
feals..4roi di grr. fs 


Jofephus, fome remarkable circumftances ° 


concerning Mofes mentioned by him. 
Nii gti : 

Gfaiah, the Jews fay he was fawn afunder. 
vi. 99. }, 

Judah, the fignification of the word 
(praife) referred to. Rom. ii. a9. iv. 
33. 8. 

Judaizing teachers, why fo folicitous to 
prevail on Chriftians to be circumeifed, 
vy. 78.°. 82, 83.¢, d.—had peculiar 
{pleen againft Pan] and Barnabas. iv. 
273.4. impofed ceremonies on con- 
verted Gentiles, v. 51. ©. why the a- 
poftle fo ftrenuoufly oppofed them. v. 
Basico G35 .10si adele? Gat: y 

Jude, remarkable refemblance between 

- fome paflages in his epiftle and St Pe- 
ter’s. vi. 351. 2. 

Judgment, Chrift’s defcent to it defcribed. 


v. 316. Refle€tions upon it. 377. its 


fuddennefs beautifully exprefied. 319. 4. 
beginning at the houfe of God. vi. 
ar9. &. 

Jutt thall live by faith. v. 38. & }. how 
the phrafe is accommodated to the gof- 
pel-falvation. iv. 16. & d. 

Juftification, the import of the word. iv. 

. 39. 4.—+efers not merely to external 
privileges. 53. 2. but generally to the 
tranfactions of the laft day. 96.4. yet 
believers are fometimes faid -o be jufti- 
fied’ now. ib. it fometimes fignifies 
freedom from the bondage of-fin. 65. &. 
“—by faith and the imputation of 
Chrift’s righteoufhefs reconciled. 47. ©. 


‘ K. 
Kingdom of Chrift, given up to the Fa- 
ther. iv. 350. 8. 
Kifs, a religious rite borrowed from the 
Jews, why laid afide. iv. 176. k. 
Knowledge, of fin by the law. iv. go. ¢. 
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—what kind fhall be abolifhed. 324. b, 
—the word of knowledge, what. 312. 
€. 425.4, knowledge, wifdom, and 
underftanding, diftinguilhed. y. 247. 8, 


L. 


Lacedemonian law about ftealing, wrong, 
v. 149. 9, 

Laconic ftyle, a fine inftance of it. vis 
199. d. ’ 

Lady to whom St John wrote, who. vi. 
326. b. 

Lancet in a fpunge. iv. 323.8.  « 

Laodiceans, the epiftle from them, what. 
v. 280. f. 

Laft time, the laft difpenfation to the 
world. v. 389.4... vi. 286. b, 

Law of God, fome of his laws not to be 
difobeyed, though a greater quantity of * 
good might arife thereby to our fellow- 
creatures. iv. 36. f. 

Law, without any limitation, often means 
the Mofaic. iv. 26.5. fometimes the 
whole Old Teftament. 38. i. fome- 
times the ceremonial, moral, natural, 
and revealed. go, b. a law being once 
broken muft for ever condemn. v. 38. 
& ,—is not made for a righteous man. 
300ccc% 

Mofaic law was given 430 years after 
the promife to Abraham. v. 42. b.— 
entered that the offence might abound. 
iv. 60.—was added becaufe of tranfgref- 
fion. v. 42. ©. . by the miniftry of an- 
gels. 43. 4. in the hand of a Mediator, 
ib. ©.—was a covenant of works, yet 
contained intimations of the covenant 
of grace. iv. 115. was attended with 
a curfe, as well as that given to Adam. 
v. 37. 8.—is called worldly elements. 
v. 49. #. weak and poor elements. 
gr. 4, yet reftrained from fin more 
powerfully than the mere light cf na- 
ture. iv. 81. f.  neverthelefs, the 
heights of virtue attained under it, were 
not by it; but by evangelical promifes. 
ib. £.—Though net adapted in its own 
nature to lead men into fin. iv. 74, 75. 
finful paffions operated by it fo as to 
bring forth death. ib. & 76. through 
the defpair it introduced. ib. ©. 77. 
which difcovers the exceeding finfulnefs 
of fin. ib. 

"The Mofaic law was intended for life. 
iv. 76-f. and would have juttified, if 
any law would have donc it. v. 45. &§. 
yet is called the miniftration of death. 
iv. 402. and thofe that were jultified 

‘ under it, were not juttified by it. 4y.>. 
—that- hy it is the knowledce of fin, 
proves the breken ftate of human na- 


ture. 40.3%. 
I¢ 
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Law.] It is good if it be ufed lawfully. v. 
369. d,—leads to Chrift. v. 46.—is e- 
{tablifhed by the gofpel. iv. 44. yet it 
has dominion only while it lives. 72.2. 
and Chriftians are dead to it by the bo- 
dy of Chrift. 73. &c. 

Lewd perfons, TMopvor, iv. 239. 8.—con- 
verfation, properly called corrupt. v. 

-1g0.°. forbid.269.. and all kinds 
of lewdne{s. 155. and notes. 

Letter kills, the Spiritegives life, how. 
iV. 400. oe 

Libations, allufion to them. v. 213. 
452. 

Liberality, cautions againft cai evafions 
by which perfons excufe the negleét of 
Gs eWei KOA 4, 

Liberty, the right of peene judgment 
aecnety ateried. iv. 154. ©. 

Life, how fecured by mortifying the 
deeds of the e body. iv.86. Life of Ged, 
what.v.145.&&*, Life andimmortality 
brought to light by the gofpel. v.429.°. 

Livht-houtes, Chriltians compared to 
then. jwise DO. 1, 

Liturgy, fome underftand, 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
as a direction to draw one up. ~y. 
376. © 

Long life promifed to thofe that honour 
their parents. v. 172. & bd. 

Lord’s-day. iv. 363, >. vi. 372. ¢ 

Lord’s-Supper, vide Sacrament. 

Love and hate often fignify only to pre- 
fer greatly. iv. 1oq. 8.—Love of 
Chrift bears us away. 420. ©,—Love 
preferable to gifts. 321.’ the properties 
of it. 322. @c. the exhortation to 
purfue it explained. 327. 2. how it 
covers,a multitude of fins, vi. 217. 6. 
the common privileges of Chriftians 
fhould excite it. iv. 224. f.—Love of 
God, its ‘heights, breadths, @&c. an 
emphatical expreffion. v. 133. b.— 
Love to God, more difficult than to 
our brother. vi. 307. d. yet may 
perhaps be more certainly difcerned. 
309. 

teens alluded -to.. vi. 349. 2.— 
confounded by the Corinthians with 
the Lord’s fupper. iv. 303. ©.—why 
laid afide, vi. 257.°¢. 349. 4. 

Lucretitis is a remarkable illuftration of 
Rom. i. a3. iv. 18. k, 

Luke, the anonymous brother ee 
ed 2 Cor. vill. 18. iv. 443. ?.—high 
character of him. ib,—not a Jew. v. 
280,:°. 

Luther queftioned the authority of St 
James’s epiftle, but changed his opi- 
nion. vi. 130. note. 

Liars have their portion in the lake of 
fire. vi. sor. a. 

Lying forbid to Chriftians. y. 148, k 


fome of the beft heathen moralifts al- 
lowed it in fome cafes. ib. Mr Wol- 
lafton’s notion of it. vie gor. d. 


M. 


Macedonian churches made acolle¢tion for 
the Chriftians at Jerufalem. iv. 70. 4 
Magi(trates, (vide authorities) Chriftians 
required to honour the emperor, tho’ 

a perfecutor. vie 199. 4. 

Malabarian converts, the pooreft of the 
people. iv. 206. k. a remark of one: 
of them on the phrafe children of God. 
Vish2Qr.) 4: 

Malta, St Paul’s fhipwreck there, at leaft 
the fourth he fuffered. iv. 465. ©. 

Man, the old and new. v. 147. f.—of 
fin, underftood by fome of the unbe- 
lieving Jews. v. 342. ©. 

Man of the mountain, allufion to his of- 
fice in the bleffing pronounced on him 
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments. 
vic azo. © ; 

Manna, a farprifing circumftance ices 
to its defcent. iv. 441. f. 

Mark the evangelift, not John Mark, thie 
companion of St Peter. vi. 225. ™. 
Mark, of the Lord fefus Chrift, what. 
v. 85. €,—of the beaft, what, and 

what it alludes to. vi. 454. ™ 

Marriage, its inconveniences. iv. 262, - 
263. ©, f. yet not difcouraged in ge- 
neral, 253. 6. a6x. b. mor fecond 
marriages. v. 382. %. 399. i, but 
with‘unbelievers. iv. 429, 430. 255+ 
and notes. .A myftery relating. to 
Chrift and his church exhibited by it. 
Vv. 169. f, i 

Meafure of wheat for a penny, denotes a 
fearcity. vi. ari. © 

Meafuring ourfelves by ourfelves, one of 
the greateft fources of pride. iv. 454. f 

Mediator is not the mediator of one. v. 
44. f. vide Mofes and Chrift. 

Melchifedec, a type of Chrift. vi. 45. 
.&c.. how without father and mother. 
46. b, The account in Hebrews of i 
his receiving tythes of Abraham, re- 
conciled with that in Genefis. ib. 2. 

Menandrians, who. vi. 276. >. 

Meflengers of the churches, not diocefan 
bifhops. iv. 444. © v. 216. 4. 

Michael difputed with the devil about 
Motes’ body. vi. 346, 347. 5, i, k. 

Millennium, vi. 492. &c. and notes. 

Mincha, what. v. 154. 4. fome think 
Cain only prefented this. vi. Bs. € Ce 

Minifters (vide bifhop) their maintenance. 
iv. 271. &c. an amiable pattern for 
them. v. 300. are to prefide over the 
church, y. 322.4. vi. 123. 2. how 
they may give their account with groan- 

ing, 
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ing. ib. ©. what lofs they may fuftain 
if their work be burnt. iv. 220. ©. 
ought to be holy men. v. 142. 1. 
grave and venerable. v. 231. f. to 
preferve peace and charity, as well as 
orthodoxy. v. 143. 9. fhould rebuke 
with feverity, yet long-fuflering. v. 
474. ©. fome think they are) forbid 

. fecond marriages. v. 382. %. 399. i, 
The falvation of their hearers may 
have an influence on their own. 395. 
i.—The right of people to choofe their 
minifters vindicated from fome objec- 
tions. 433. ©. 451. °. 

Miraculous powers (vide fpiritual gifts 
and apoftolic rod) not confined to the 
apoftolic age. vi. 170. ©.—might be 
loft. iv. 481. f. 

Mirror, the proper import of ecoz‘poy. 
iv, 325. i. fine allufion to one. 2 Cor. 
Wil. 17. gos. & ©. 

Misfortunes befal the beft of mankind. 
iv. 465. °. 

Model of do€tvine, into which Chriftians 
are delivered. iv. 69. 2. 

Mortality fwallowed up of life. iv. 416. ¢. 

Mofaic facrifices, their ufe. vi. 61. f.— 
Difpenfation refers to the gofpel, ib. ¢. 
is a fhadow of it. 7o. 4. doomed to 
ceath thofe that wilfully violated it. 
19. 

Mofes, a fine allufion to the fhining of 
his face. iv. gos. f.—the mediator of 
the Sinai-covenant. v. 43. © which 
could not fet afide the Abrahamic, be- 
caufe he was not the mediator of it. 
44. £.—fome remarkable ftories told of 
him by Jofephus. vi. 93.- f.—what is 
meant by the reproach of Chrift which 
he preferred. 94. 8. what the recom- 
penfe of reward, to which he had re- 
f{peét. ib. h.—Michael’s difpute about 
his body. 346. h. 

Mufcovites, their notion about a bifhop’s 
marriage. Vv. 332. 4. 

Myftery, how far the calling of the Gen- 
tiles was a myftery. v. 126. ©. how 
hid in God. 128. &. 

Myfterics, or heathen rites of initiation 
alluded to. v. 157.1. 225. 4. 234... 


N. 


Nations, what the power over them 

. which is’ promifed Rey. il. 26. vi. 
388. ©. 

Natural, i, ¢. animal man, what. iy. 212. 
& 0, 

Nature, the untaught diétates of the 
mind. iv.27.k. how we are by nature 
children of wrath. v. 113. 8. 

Nicolaitans, who, vi. 379. }. 384. 8. 
perhaps the followers of Jezebel. 387.4. 


Noah, condemned the old world by fur- 
nifhing matter for its condemnation. 
vi. 87. i. what is meant by his be- 
coming the heir of righteoufnefs. ib. 
& k, How he was the eighth perfon. 
V1, 254. 8, 

Notes at the end of the epiftles, of no 
authority. iv. 181. note. 364.¢. v.2. 

Nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
what. v. 172. ©, 


O. 


Oaths ufed by St Paul vindicated. iv. 

' 39%. 8. v. 377. f. Chrift conftimted 
a Prieft by an oath. vi. 52. what that 
implies. ib. b. 

Obedience to mapiftrates. vi. 198; 199. 
and notes. vide authoritics and magi- 


firates. 

Obfcene ta properly, called corrupt, 
and forbi * Vv. 150.9 Many rites 
of the heathen worfhip were obfcene. 
iv. 286. ©. 


\ . 
and propricty of 


Old man, the meaning 
the phrafe. v. 147. f. 

Old Yeftament, a hint given for impro- 
Ving its promifes. vi, 18. ©. : 

Onefimus, the meaning of the word. v. 
499. ©. 

Ornaments of drefs, the prohibition of 
them not abfolute. vi. 203. 6. a_re= 
marKable faying of Crates, concerning 
them. ib. @.- 

*Orobio unjuftly charges St Paul with ar- 
tifice. vi 15. ©. his objection again{t 
the account of calling the Gentiles, an- 
{wered. iv..130. 4. 


P. 


Papacy, its rife foretold, 2 Theff! ii. v. 
340, &c, and notes. with feveral im- 
portant circumftances of it. 389, uc. 
and ©, f, 8. thefe prediftions a proof 
of the Divine original of that epiftle. 
333-—when it began, and how long it 
fhail continue. vi. 446.4. 455. 2.— 
reprefented by the beaft with feven 
horns. vi. 450. & #. by the harlot, 
473. &c. and by Babylon. 474. and 
its fall, by the defolation of that city, 
479. &c. and notes. 

Papifts, have confeerated days in honour 
of many of the faints mentioned in the 
epiitle to the Romans. iv. 175. 8 and 
of Ariftobulus, ‘though it is not certain 
he was a Chriftian, ib.—their argument 
again{t the continued obligation of the 
fecond commandment. v. 171. *. 

Paradife and heaven diftinguifhed. iv. 
471.4, 

Parenthefes, fome remarkable inftances 

of 
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of them in St Paul’s writings. Rom. 


iy 3, 16. iv. 27. }—Rom. v. 12.— 
18. iv. 6:. i.—z1 Cor. viii. 1—4. iv. 
267. 2.—1 Cor. xX. 29, 30. iv. 294. 4. 
—2 Cor, vill. 19. iv. 443. >.—2 Cor. 
ix. 9, 10. iv. 447.—Eph. ii. begin: v. 
r11.4. yet perhaps not in Gal. iii. be- 
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Partiality to the rich, cenfured. vi. 146. 
dc. and the notes. 

Paftors and teachers, whether diftin@ or 
not. v. 141. k. vide bilhops and mi- 
nifters. 

Paul, a conjefture as to his age. v. 498. 
a, how he oppofed the oofpel igno- 
rantly. 371. 6. His charaéter of him- 
felf before converfion. “482.6. proba- 
bly, upon it, his goods were confifca- 
ted. 220. ©. he confidered the fupply 
his friends fent him as an interpofition 
of Providence. 233-4. and {poke of 
himfeif as poffeffing all things. iv. 427. 
(a fubJime expreffion. ib. f.)~ why he 
changed his name trom Saul to Paul. 
Wis AAS cote 

His infpiration, vide tn/piration. why 
he prayed that utterance might be given 
him. v. 180. k. and was called Id:atng 
unfkilful in fpeech, though he {poke 
with tongues. iv. 458. €.—He had the 
fame rights as St Peter. 273.¢. had 
power to punilh difobedience. 234. f. 
4so. &¢. his. not fparing the Corin- 
thian faction a proof of his veracity. 
480.6. . Some think he difcerned what 
was done in his abfence. 237. ©. The 
revelation. mentioned 2 Cor. xii. was 
made to him. 476. b. 

He began to preach immediately on 
his converlion, v. 16.4. 18.4, (this 
account reconciled with that in Aéts. 
ib.) though the apofile of the Gentiles, 
he preached firft to the Jews. 18.°° 
and chiefly where Chrift was not named, 
why. iv. 169.0. 455. h. 

He went up from Antioch to Jeru- 
falem, by revelation. v. 22. ° 
it was he communicated privately to 
thofe that were of note. 23. a, his 


conduct, in not permitting ‘Vitus to be , 


circumeifed, reconciled with his cir- 
cumcifing Timothy. ib. ©. 

His great fidelity and zeal. iv. 466. h, 
—Concern for the Corinthians. 370. f, 
433. & b—Tendernefs for the offend- 
ing member. 394. f.—Regard for the 
Vhefialonians affectionate as a nurfe or 
a father. v. 298, 2909. 

He acquainted him(elf very particu- 
larly with the ftate of foreign churches. 
iv. 175.8. wifhed to be an anathema 
after Chrift. ror. b. rejoiced in the 
view of being offered as a libation. v. 


. a6. 


what _ 


213. %,. and demanded congratulation 
on the account. ib. b. 

His labours and fufferings enumera- 
ted. iv. 462. Gc. He pleaded the caufe 
of the gofpel under great difadvantages, 
yet fuccefsfully. 231. d. at Rome, 
‘though all men forfook him. v. 455, 


hands to maintain himfelf.’ iv. 232. 


_ fometimes even by night. v. 299, 349. 


4, though he might have claimed a 
maintenerice of the people. 298. 2.— 
fought with beafts at Ephefus. iv. 352. 
k.—was {hipwreeked at lea{t four times. 
465. °, How he filled up what was 
wanting of the afflictions of Chrift. v. 
BERN 

in his epiftles, he employed an ama- 
nuenfis. iy. 179. ©. why, and what 
efleét this would have on his ftyle. v. 
351.4, but commonly put his name 
to them, ib. and he wrote the whole 
epiftle to the Galatians with his own 
hand. 82.6. probably he was inaccu- 
rate in forming the Greek chara 
ib. 

He writes to whole Sfocit clies OR a fap 
pofition that they were in general true 
Chriftians. iv. $3.2. 193,--196. and 
notes. v. 246. b.—often addrefles uns 
converted Jews in his letters to Chrifti- 
ans. iv. 29. 4.—-[peaks in a borrowed 
perfon, Rom. vii. 7. Gc. “iv. 75. 3. 


but not of a wicked man. 78.2.—{peaks 


of Chriftians in general in his confi- 
dence that nothing fhould feparate from 
the love of God. 99. &. what kind of 


unity he recommends to Chriftians. « 


197. dD. 
Mott of his epiftles begin with ex- 


clamations of joy. iv. 382.6. he wrote. 


f, &.—wrought with his own: 


with peculiar favour of the things of © 


God when in prifon. vy. 136. 3. 
fions in his epiftles to faéts mentioned 
in the A&ts, confirm the truth of both. 
291, 292. his writings difcover an 
excellent {pirit, and are a ftrong proof 
of his veracity. ib. 
which he writes to Timothy, in the 
circumftances in which he then was, is 
a proof of his fincerity, and that the 
Chriftian caufe was good. v. 424, 425. 
a like remark on his epiftle to Titus. 
466. He wrote fome ae hard to be 
underftood. vi. 206.1. to whom, ef- 
pecially, they are fo. ib. 

His language is often-very emphatical 
and proper. v. 257. f. 319.4. 338. 
CLS ving ade moo. yet his words 
are not always used vith ae moftt cri~ 
tital exaétnefs. iv. 253. 6.: and he of- 
ten repeats the fame word, though i ity 
fomewhat of a- different fenfe. 157s 


7 


allu~ 


the manner in ~ 


230° 


peten, , we. 
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Paul.] 230.4. Hehas many beautiful com- 
pound words. v. 173. d. ufes long 
fentences. roe, b. and long parenthe- 
fes, vide parenthefes. has many allu- 
‘fions to archite€ture in his epiftle to the 
Ephefians, who were fond of it. 123. 
1.—writes with great addrefs, yet not 
in an artful manner. iv. 382. °. 385. 
&h, 

Inftances of fine addrefs, in beginning 
his epiftle to the Romans, with affert- 
ing his apoftlefhip. iv. 8. @. in the 
reafon he gives why he defired to com- 
municate fpiritual gifts to them. 12. b, 
in the manner in which he paffes from 
mentioning the vices of heathens, to 
thofe of the Jews. 23. 2. in his fre- 
quent difcourfing on the benefit of af- 
fli@ions. 54. ©. in his enumerating 
the privileges of the Jews, before he 
mentions their rejeétion. 102. ©.° in 
giving his folicitude for them, as a rea~ 
fon for his zeal to convert the Gentiles. 
127. 6. in the oblique manner in 
which he oppofes their prejudices about 
paying tribute. 148.8. in the manner 

‘in which he attempts to eftablith his a- 
pottolical authority among the Corin- 
thians. 213.9. and oppofes the faction 
there. 226,227. 4, b, ©. and in fpeak- 
ing of himfelf and Apollos, when he 
means to infinuate how little any mini- 
{ters are, in themfelves. 227. 4. in his 
reproving the diforders among them 
that arofe from the want of love, by 
defcribing the amiable effects of that 
difpofition. 323. &. and infinuating 
that the things, on which they prided 
themfelves, were childifh. 334. %. in 
the fatisfaction and confidence he ex- 
preffes in them. 436. f. in his glan- 
cing at the notions which the judaizing 
teachers might probably have of Chrift. 
vy. 146. ©. and propofing heavenly 
objects to Chriftians, to take them off 
from their bigotted attachtnents. 267. 


d. an .wful infinuation as to the con- | 


fequerices of rebelling againft the Fa- 
ther of our fpirits. vi. 106. ). 

He did not expeé to live till the 
judgment-day. iv. 360.i. y. 315. 4, 
€.- 340. & db. The firuggle in his 
mind, whether he fhould choofe life or 
death. 20r, 26z. #, b, 

Peace of God, what. v. 230. ©. —prefi- 
ding in the heart, to. what it alludes. 
271.4, the happy effects of cultivating 
a peaceable temper. vi. 160. >. 

Penny for a meafuire of wheat, a fign of 
fearcity. vi. arr. ©. 

People, an objection againft their choofing 
their own minifters, anfwered. v. 433. 
LOLA Fie 


Perfeét man, has often a very limited 
fenfe. vi. 155. ©, . 

Perfumes, their effeéts on different perfons 
alluded to. iv. 398. @. 

Perith, fignifies eternal punifiments, not 
annihilation. iv. 26. i. F 

Perfeverance, the conduét of Hymenzus,. 
&c. no objection to it. v. 374. *. nor 
Demas. 454. 4. 

Peter, had'a wife after he was an apoftle. 
iv. 273. ©.—had no rights. but what 
were cémmon to St Paul. ib. that 
Peter, whom St Paul reproved, was 
the apoftle. v. 27. 4. why reproved in 
public. 29. b. the contention proves 
there was no impofture carried on be- 
tween them. ib. the ftrain of his e- 
piftles agrees with that of St Paul’s. vi. 
181. which he appears to have teen. 
265. i.—He had fome peculiar reafon 
for recommending watchfulnefs. 224. 
&. probably wrote his firft epiftle from 
the neighbourhood of Babylon. 225. 1. _ 
the difference of ftyle in‘fome parts of 
his fecond epiftle accounted for. 252: 4. 
not faluted in Paul’s epiftle to the Ro- 
mans. iv. 176. i. : 

Pharifees, their righteoufiefs, what. iv. 
Da. ea 

Pharaoh, what is meant by his being raifed 
up. iv. roy. b. how his heart was 
hardened. ib. % 

Pharos, the tower in it built for a light- 
houfe v. 210. i. - 

Philadelphia, the laft of the feven churches. 
that fell into the hands of the Turks. 
Vi. 393. © 

Philippians, perfecuted when the apoftle 
wrote to them.*.v. 203. 8. 

Philo calls the logos the image of God. y. 
250. *,—-fpeaks of angels as prefenting 
prayers to God. y. 263.1, 

Philofophers, heathen, knew the unity 
of God. iv. 17. 1. —became vaitr in 
their reafonings. 18, k, 

Phocylides ufes the fame expredion as St 
Paul, about contentment. vi. 117. 4. 
was probably acquainted with the Old 
and New Tecitament. ib. 

Pillar and ground of truth, what. v. 388. 
b. Chriftians made pillars in the hou [e of 
God, what the phrafe imports, and to 
what it alludes: vi. 304.4. 

Plato ufes o evloc av8paro¢ For the rational 
part of ovr nature, agreeable to Rom. 
vil. ar. iv. 7o.°-™. “and has an ¢x- 
preffion nearly parallel to chap. vill. 28. 
95.4. 

Pliny, one of his epiftles refembles that 
to Philemon. v. 493 —/fecms afha- 
med of the laws againit Chriftians. vi. 
200, ©, 

Polygamy difcouraged: iv. 253. v- 

Popery, 
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Popery, vide papacy. 

Potter,_God compared to. a potter. iv. 
108. &¢. 

Power, on a perfon’s head, a vail. iv. 
299. b.—of the world to come, what. 
vi. 39. f.—over the nations, given to 
him that conquers. vi. 388. ©. 

Prayer, inceflant, what. v. 323. d.— 

_ difting up holy hands without wrath 
or doubting. 377. 8, ). without. wa- 
vering. vi. 37. Ge: a promife of its 
fuccefs. 315. b, ©.——not to be made 
for fome finners. 316. ¢.—of faith, 
what r70. ©. focial prayer a guard 
upon perfons general behaviour. 205. ©. 

Preaching ourfelves and Chrift, what. iv. 
4o8. ©. 


Preparation of the gofpel of peace, what. , 


a OR 

Pride, comparing ourfelves with ourfelves, 
one great fource of it. iv. 504. f.—of 
life, what. vi. 454. ©. 

Priefts, Jewifh, guilty of gteat vices. iv. 
305% 

Principalities and powers, how fpoiled by 
Chrift. v. 262. 5. how the manifold 
wifdom of God made known by the 
church to principalities, Uc. v. 128. i. 

Principles, what thofe firft principles that 
are to be difmifled. vi. 37..2. 

Prifcilla, her character. iv. 173. ¢. 
Private judgment, the right of it ftrong- 
ly afferted. Rom. xiv. 5. iv. 154. ©. 
Promifes, yea.and amen in Chrift. iv. 

389. °.—oblige us to purity, de. 431. 
—of the Old Teftament, a hint given 
for their improvement. vi. 118. ©.—to 

conquerors, vide conquerors. 

Prophecy, why called a lamp. vi. 250. b. 
no prophecy of private impulfe. ib. ©. 
what the meaning of the expreffion, @ 
more fure word of prophecy. x49. +. 

Prophet, large fenfe of the word. v. 474. 
a, prophets and apoftles the founda- 
tion of the Chriffian church, 123. ™. 
prophets often fpeak of things future, 
as palt. vi. 347. ™.—of the Old Tefta- 
ment, the Spirit of Chrift in them. 
186. f. apprehended that their pro- 
phecies referred to the Meffiah, but 
did not fully underftand them. 187. 8. 

Profelytes, Lord Barrington thinks St 
Peter wrote only to them. vi. 184. 3. 
—newly made, called by the Jews, new 
born babes. 194. 4. [ 

Proftitution, practifed by the priefteffes 
of Venus as a part of devotion. iv. 
286. ©. 

Punifhments, vide apoftolic rod.—future, 
fome think a difference in them inti- 
mated, Rev. xix. 20, vi. goo. d.— 


{trong expreffion of their eternity. , 
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Purgatory, the notion of it not favoured 
by 1 Cor. iil. 15. iv. 221. d.—incon- 
fiftent with Rev. xiv. 13. vi. 459. i. 

Pythagoreans, taught that men fhould 
not let the fun go down on their wrath. 
v. 149. ™, Mr Baxter thinks eating 
herbs, Rom. xiv. 2. refers to converts 
from that fed. iv. 152. b. 


Quenching the sont what. v. 324. ©. 
Queftions, raving about them, remark~ 
ably tranflated by bifhop Wilkins. v. 
410. ©. 
Quotations from the Old Teftament of 
allufions to it. 
Gen, ii..7. iv. 358.» 
ii. 23, 24. V. 168, 
lil. 16. iv. 339. 
Xil. 2, 3. Vi. 43. 
_XV. 6. vi. 153. 
XVil. 1,—6. Vi. 43. 
xxii. 16, 17. vi. 43..& 0. 
xlix. 9, 10. vi. gos. 
ix. 16. iv. 107. & b. 
Xvi. 18. iv. 441. & f. 
MK OL iV: Pye ayy. ows 
XXX. 6, 19. iv. 285. 
Xl. 44. Vi. 190. 
XIX. 2. Vi. 190. 
XX. 7. Vi. 190. 
XXVL. 12. iv. 430. 
XXi.23- V. 30. 6 is 
XXV. 4..1V..274. 
KXV. 24. V. 404. 
XXVii. 26. v. 37. & 8: 
XXKIX. 4. IV. 124. 
XKX. 1I,—r1q. Iv. 115; 
RXXIL 21. iv. 120. 
XXXil. 35, 36. Vi. 80. 
XXXii. 43. Iv. 165. 
Jofhua i. 5. vi. 1318. 
2 Sam, vile 14. vi. x4. ; 
1 Kings xix. 14. iv. 122.3. 
Job v. 13. iv. 222. 
Pialy ii. 7. Vis. masks 
ii, 9. vi. 389. 
vill. g. vi. r7. & © 
XVi- Io. iv. 343. 
XVill. 49. iv. 165. 
xix. 4. ive 12,0. 
Xxli. 22, 26. vis 18. 
XXIV. I. iv. 293. ‘ 
XXXIV. 12, 13) Vi. 207,- 
xl.'7. vis 71, 72.¢, fe 
xlv. 65 7% vi. 12. nD, oO, B, 
li, 4. iv. 35. 
Ixvili. 18. v. 139. f. 
_lxix. 9. iv. 163. & 3. 
XCiV. 11. iv. 2436 
XCVL 7. Vis 23. i 
XCVil- 7. Vi. 12. 
cil. 26. Vi. 13. 
Civ. 4. Vie 12. 


Exod. 


Lev. 


Deut. 


CX. 


GENERAL INDE X. 


cx 4 vi. 33.4 . 
cxii. 9. iy. 447. 
t -exvi. ro, iv. arr. & ag 
cxvil. 1 iv. 165. 
CXVill. 22. vis ea 
Prov. ili. rz. vi. r0q. d 


iii. 34. vi. 162. hy 
XXVi. 11. Vi. 260. 

WMaiah i. 9. iv. 112. = 
vi. 2, 3. Vi. 402, 


Vi. 10. iv. 124. 
viii. 18. vi. 18. 
bon ae Wr ie Pa hie ey 
xn TO.) Iva X OS. 
XXV. 8..1v. 360. 
XXVill. rr. iv. 334. & 6, 
XXVIil. 16. iv. 113. Vi. TOS. 
XXIX. 14. IV. 202. _ 
XXxiil, 18. iv. 702. & ¢, 
xl. 6. vi. 192. 
#11. 8. Vi. 15 36 
xlix. 8. iv. gaa. & 8 
lit. 9. Iv. 119. 
Hi. 11. iv. 430. 
lil. 15, lv. 169: 
lili. x. iv. rro. 
lilt. 4, 5, 6. vi. 20t. 
liv. 1. v. Go. & ©. 
lix. 20. iv. 131. & b. 
lx..3. ¥. ¥58.™. 
Ixiv. 4. ive 210, & k, 
Jxv, ¥,.2. iV.22z0. 
Ixy. 16. iv. 206. 
iX. 23. IV. 206. 
XXXL. 3I. Vi. 57.-¢, 4. 
XXXb 33. Vi. 74. 
Hoféa 4; 1o.sive -a22. 4; 
Joel ii. 32. iv. 117. 
Habak. ii. 4, iv. 16.4. v. 38. & A, 
Hag. ii. 6. vi. 113.9. 
——-—Sometimes rather the fenfe. than 
words referred to. iv. 36. 8, 
; R. 
Rabbinical writings abound with incredi- 
_ ble and infipid tales. v. 392. >. 
Rainbow of emerald, what it fignifies. 
jovie 399.5. 
Rafhnefs and inconfideration, prevented 
by charity. iv. $22. f. 
Rebuking with feverity, confiftent with 
long-fuffering. v. 474. ©. 
Redeeming the time, what. v. 161. & *. 
Redemption fometimes fighfifies deliver- 
ance. iv. 92. dof the purchafed in- 
heritance, what, v. fos.°. Dr Whit- 
by thinks there are two redem ptions, 
ib.—The day of it, what. 151. 9.— 
fometimes fignifies the refurreétion. ib. 
Relative duties “expreffed by being fubjeé 
one to another. v. 163. © fome par- 
ticulars of them ftated. 166. Gc. 274. 
Ge. 475. Ge. 
Religion, pureand undefiled, what. vi. nae. 
k,of no avail without charity. 145. 1 
Vou. VL 3 


Jer. 


Repentance, the cave of it in different 
perfons. iv. 435. 4 

Reprobate, what. iv. ‘481. haley, 

Refiftance to magiftrates. iv. 145, 146. 
Cad. -B 

Refpect of perfons in religious affemblies, 
what kind forbidden. vi. 146. b. | 

Refurreétion of Chrift, many witnefles of 
it. iv. 344.+on the third day, how 
foretold in {cripture. 343. ©.—appears 
to have been a joyful idea to the apo- 
{tles. v. 11. 4,.——an evidence of the re- 
furreétion of Chriftians. 319. & 4. 

of Chriftians, fome faid it was 
already paft. v. 438. 8.—r Cor. xv. 
not wholly employed in proving a re- 
furrection. iv. 348.4. nor in proving 
a refurre€tion of the dead in general. 
ib. ©. 357. © Fleming’s notion of 
the firft cefutection: Vi- 2399. 1 SEs 
b.—of good men fhall precede that of 
others. iv. 349. and the change of 
living faints. v. 316. 8 What that 
refurre€tion, than which the martyrs 
and confeffors expeéted a better. vis 
99. f.—Chriftians were often inf{ulted 
for the hope of it. iv. 342. #. 

Revelation mentioned, 2 Cor. xii. was 
made to St Paul. iv. 470. b.—to St 
John made by certaim images in his 
mind, without architypes. vi. 399. 3. 
The great moral which the book of Re- 
velataon was defigned to illuftrate. 370. 
d. Mr Lowman’s fcheme of that book. 
vi. 409. 4. vide Introdué. Revelation. 

Revellings, xoxo, what. v. 73. f. 

Revenge forbidden. iv. 143. & ©. 

Reverence, the inward difpofition go€o¢, 
the outward conduét rign. iv. 148. 

Rhemith, Jefuits underftand avanroyia awi~ 
sews of aconfeffion of faith. iv. 137. fF. 

Rich people exhorted to liberality in very 
{trong terms. v. 415. d.—-Rich in this 
world, what is infinuated by the phrafe. 
v. ib. ¢. 

Righteons and good man, how diftin- 
guifhed. iV 552 Bsa Lo ve conftituted 
righteous, what. 6r.k. the righteous 
fcareely faved. vi. 219. 8. 

Righteoulnefs of God often fignifies the 
manner of becoming righteous which 
he has appointed. iv. 15. b.  fome* 
times his righteoufnefs in appointing 
that method. 3. & 4. and fome- 
times the purity of his nature. rrq. 

of the Pharifees, what. iv, 114. 
a, a perfect righteoufnefs neceflary to 
joftification by the law. r1g. & C.— 
of faints, what. vi. 487. % 

Rock, how that in che wildernefs was 
Chrift. iv. 285. 

Rod, apoftolic, vide apoftolic. 

Rome, fome think it will be fwallowed 
up in'the lake of fire, yi. 483. £. 

ou Rulers 


Ribot 
is 
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Rulers of the darknefs of this world. 

whonv.3177. & b. 
S. 

Sabbath, Jewifh, abrogated. v. 262. i. 
the Chriftian fabbath, the firft day of 
the week. iv. 363. 6. vit 372. ©. 

Sacrament, (vide baptifm) of the Lord’s 
Supper. iv. 302. de. what the Co- 
‘rinthian fault. about it. 303. ¢. The 
perpetuity of it argued from the reve- 
Jation of it to St Paul. 305. f. and 
from the expreffion, fi// the Lord come. 
306. & k. ‘The elements after confe- 
cration called bread and wine. . 306. i 
unworthy attendance exprefied by eat- 
ing judgment; &c. 307. ". Chrittians 
early mingled water with the wine, 
why. vi. 66. 4. 

Sacrifices, heathen, were tokens of com- 
munion with their deities. iv. 289. b. 
fome part of them were often fold in 
the thambles. 293. 2, 

Mofaic, their ufe. vi. Or. f. 
God will not pardon fin without a fa- 
crifice. 78. 6, their divine inftitution 
infinuated. 85. ©. vide fin-offering. 

Saints, why called the firft-born. viv 142. 
k.—firft-fruits. 142. © gas7..b. 

Salvation of others may influence that of 
a minifter. v.-gs7.-i. 

Salutations to many perfons in St Paul’s 
epiltles, a teftimony of their genuinc- 
neGorivegpger 

San€tification, fometimes refers to being 
externally fet apart. vi. 79. ©. 

Sarah and Hagar, their {tory allegorized, 
Vv. 58. eC. 

Satan, what it is to deliver a perfon to 
hin. tvs 2.343 Ge. Ve<g7qec8e od. 

Satisfaction to Divine juttice, what. iv. 
sz. ©. confiftent with our obligation 
to holinefs. ib. ! 


——— 


Scriptures, known to children, therefore 


not forbidden to the laiety. v. 449. 4. 
Scripture-expreflions fometimes ufed in 
a reftrained fenfe. vi. 1g95.-¢. 289, i. 
BIN hte 29a ™ 

Sea of glafs and fire, what. vivg62. & 3. 
what is meant when it is faid, the fea 
was no more. 498. * 

Seals, the {cenes that followed on apen- 
ing them, how exhibited to St John. 

- 410. 4, Sealing to the day of re- 
salitton. to what it alludes. ve 15x. 4, 

Secrets of the heart, how made manifeft 
in preaching. iv. 335. ©. 

Seducing teachers, Chiriftians forbidden 
to receive them into their houfes. vi. 
327.4, r 

Seed of Abraham, not feeds. v. ar. 4, 

Seeing God, why put for the knowledge 
of him, vi. 292. d, 

Seemed to be, o Soxevles, thofe that were. 
Vem es 


Separate fpirits exift. vi. 112. 1. donot 
fleep. 42. 2. iv. 416. d. are happy. 
v. 320. 6. an objeétion againft it ane 
fwered. 452.° 

Separation, without the guilt of {chifm. 
ive (25 Q00?s 

Septuagint, fome think an attempt was 
made to alter fome copies, and render 
-them more agreeable to the New Tel- 
tament. iv. 36. 8. : 

Serpent, how he deceived Eve through 
fabtilty. iv. 458. ©. 

Seven angels before the throne, who. vi. 
421. b,—Churches, why fo many men- 
tioned. 373. ©. addrefled in what is 
faid to each angel. 2700) fi. 3875 % 
the epiftles to them not prophetic. 
395. 8. their prefent ftate. 379. &— 
Lamps, what. 400. 4.—Spirits before 
the throne, who. 368. b, and who 
thofe fent into the earth. gos. ». 

Shaking the earth: and heaven,: what it 
refers to. vi. rr3y 8, 0, P, a 

Simplicity, ‘what. iv. 365. 2 

Sin, how it took eccalion from the law, 
ae iv. 75. ©. /What it is to be fold 
under fin. 78.2. Sin fometimes means 
a fin-offering. 82. *. St. John’s defi- 
nition of it as a violation of the law. vie 
293. ©. How it is faid the children of 
God cannot commit it. 294. f. ib. k. 

Sinai, how it might be touched. vi. rro. 
f. Chriftians not come to Sinai, but 
to Sion. rx. by 

Singing, not confined to the pfalms. vy. 
21% © 

Sinners taken captive by Satan. Vv. 442. 
¢, We are not to pray. for fome fin- 
ners. vi. 316. d, > all. mankind repre- 
fented in the gofpel as finners, and 
condemned. iv. 55. ©. 

Sinning wilfully, why apoftafy from 
Chriltianity —— by fo. general a 
phrafe. vi. 78. 

Sin-offering, the von finales on which 
pardon was granted. Vi. 67. ©l—for 
what offences they were allowed. vi. 
79. © 

Slavery, why Chriftians fhould avoid be- 
coming flaves. iv. 258. f. 


Sleeping in Chrift, what. v.. 315. &.¢. 


Social affe€tions, 
144 
fon’s whole behaviour. vi. 

Sodom and Egypt, 
church of Rome. vi. 4392 
Chrift crucified there. ib. 

Sold under fin, what. 78. } 

Song of Mofes and the Lamb. vi. 463, 

Sorrow, godly, what, and its effects. iv. 
434. How the forrow, of the world 
worketh death: 435. 

Sovereignty of God vindicated. iv. 106. 
&c, improved. 109. yet does not 

€X= 


to be cultivated. iv. 
> Holl en 


How 


Social prayer, a guard ona pers 


fit emblems of the - 


are with Chrift. 202. ¢. 
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extend to the punifhment of innocent 
creatures. 107. *,-of Divine influen- 
cés a motive to diligence. v. 210. ». 

Soul and {pirit {poken of as difting. iv. 

470. ©. Vs 146. by 148- BL 3458. 
vi. 31. ©.—-vide feparate {pitits. 

Spain, probably no church planted there 
when St Paul wrote.to the Romans. iv. 
sero. © 

Spirit of holinefs, what. iv. Boel what 

it is to mind the Spirit. iv, &4.——of 
bondage and adoptien, what. iv. 87. 
& ©. Chriftians obliged to live after 
the Spirit. iv. 88. imp. the mind/of 
the Spirit, is the difpofition of the hu- 
man mind, as under the influence of 
the Divine Spirit. 93.£. what is meant 
by StJohn’s being in the Spirit.vi. 309. 4 
The Spirit manages affairs for the 
faints. iv. 93. §.—lends his helping 
hand. 92. ©. what the love of it..171, 
€,—his Deity..211. his influence on 
the mind. 228.f. his anointing, feal- 
ing, and earneft, how diftinguilhed. 
iv. 390. ©, f. his miraculous gifts be- 
{towed to confirm the Chriftian faith. 
VatsanGe 
blefling of Abraham. 39. k. 
fealing alludes to. 151. 9. how he is 
rieved. ib. he teaches to know the 
things that differ. 196. & 8. is eter- 
nal. vi. 63. k. How’ Chrift offered 
himfelf by the Spirit. ib. why he’ is 
fpoken of as the Spirit of Chrift. 186. 
f. and is fpoken of asanunétion.289. 1, 
Spirit that operates in the children 
of difobedience, who. v. 112.4. f{pi- 
rits in prifon, how Chrift preached to 
them. vi. 211. ©. -fpirits of wicked- 
nefs in heavenly places, who. v. 178. 

- ¢.—-Spirit of glory refting on perfecu- 

ted Chriftians, what. vi. 218. ©. 

Spiritual bleflings, the phrafe chiefly re- 
"fers to the graces of the Chriftian life. 

Vv. 100. ey faid to be in \ heavenly 
things. ib. 

dee eedceulons: iv. 12. 
PAE Ss Pucatoriled comfort to him that 
beftowed,. as well as thofe that received 
them, 12. b.—might be left. 481. & f. 
—were inferior to iove. 320. &c. were 
abufed by the Corinthians, 336. &c. 
the gift of tongues and the interpreta- 
tion of tongues diftinguithed. iv. 337. ¢. 
were to be eftimated according to their 
ufefulnefs. iv. 329. 4. 

Spiritual perfons, not only thofe who had 
received miraculous gifts, but graces 
tooe v.77. 42 ; 

Stars, the Jews call their teachers ftars. vi. 
350.4. wandering {tars a properemblem 
of teachers of unfettled principles. ib. 

Struggle between the good and eyil prin- 
ciples, how confiltent with having 


what his 


why the Spirit is called the © 


received - the 'gofpel. dviltyoe. °K, 

Stumbling- block, cxavderov, what. iv. 
158. b, 

Suffered, how they that have fuffered in 
the flefh are cealed from fin. vi. 213. 8. 

Suffering, the confcioufnels of it confirms 
our motives to obedience. vi. 413. 6., 

Swearing, the Jews addiGted toit. vi. 170.4, 

Syriac verfion, when made and for whom, 
Vi. 130. 

y 8 ke 5 , 

Temperance, ufed by combatants. iv. 
280, , 

Temple, Chriftians are the temples. of 
God. iv. 221. ©. the temple alluded 
to in the {cenery of the Revelation. vi. 
374.6. 462). 25°C. why: Foxy 4. 

Tensporizing to avoid perfecuition, the 
danger of it. vi. 384. 8. 458. 8. 

‘Temptation, the word probably once ufed 

“jn a good fenfe. vi. 139. 8. 

Teftament, SieSyxn, Heb. ix. 15. fhould 
be rendered covenant, not teftament, 
vi, 65, 66. and notes. 

Things of God, ra aeG@ tov Oxov, a 
phrafe that refers to facerdotal affairs. 
iv. 166. ©. 

Thornin the flefh, what. iv. 472.f. pro- 
bably the fame that is called by St Paul, 
his temptation, wc. v. 53.4. 

Thoufand years as one day. vi. 263. f. 

‘Threatenings, not to be ufed to fervants. 
Vv. 174°. 

Timothy, why. called St Paul’s fon. v. 
367. *. How he received the Spirit, 
and what care neceflary not to neglect 
it, 394-5.—direéted not to lay hands 
fuddenly on any man- 405. 8. why 
dire€tions were given to him about or- ° 
daining elders. ib,—his great tempe- 
rance. 406. ), exhorted to be inftant 
in preaching, notwithf{tanding his in- 
firmities. ib, to flir up the gift, what 
that expreffion alludes to. 428. @. 
exhorted to remember Chrift. 436. 2. 

Titus, firft mentioned in the epiftle to 
the Galatians. v. 22. b.- who he was. 
ib. St Paul’s refufing to let him be cir- 
cumeifed, reconciled with his circum- 
citing Timothy. v.23. ©. his teftimo- 
ny to his charadter. iv. 442. &e. 

Toleration vainly oppofed from the con- 
duét of the Ephefian church, and the 
commendation it received. vi. 378. ©. 

Tolvi, the Jews called Chrift fo by way 
of contempt. iv. 204. fF. 

Tongue, the neceffity of bridling-it. vi. 
144. & i. the difficulty of doing it. 
155. &c. how the gift of tongues 
might be abufed. iv. 331 f. and how 
diftinguifhed, from the interpretation 
of tongues. 337. &. 

Tortured, vide tympanum. 

Tran{pofition of words, fome-remarkable 

4 in- 
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inftances-of it. v. 434. f. 406. x. 

‘Tribulation, why St Paul fo often treats 
of the benefits of it. iv. 54. ¢. 

‘Tribute, the Jews thought emielves 
exempted from paying it to ects. 
iv.,.148. 8. 

Trifles, mentioned by a very proper 
name. y. 4or. 1. 

Triumphs, eaftern, the fuccefs of the 
gofpel-miniftry defcribed in terms that 
alluded to them. iv. 398. #. and the 
gifts which Chrift beftowed when he 
afcended.-v. 140. }. 

Twelve, aname by which the aflembly 
of the apoftles-was called, though fome 
were abfent. iv. 344. f, b. "Twelve 
tribes, the epiftle of St James addreffed 
to them. vi. 136. b. fuppofed by 

_\ Jofephus to be ftill in being, ib. bX — 
are greatly difperfed. ib. ©. 

Twenty-four elders, what that number 
imports. vi. 400. . 

‘Tympanum, a kind of torture referred 
to, Heb. xi. 35.98. dV 

Vv 


‘ 


Vail on the Jews when the Old Teftament 
is read. iv. 404. 
like manner to thofe that perifh. 407. ¢. 
Vail of the temple, how Chrift’s flefh 
refembles it. viu7s5. ©. 

Venerable, Chriftians thould endeavour 
to make themfelves fo. v. 231. f. 

Verfion, our own in the main a good one. 
Vv. 407. 

Veffels ie wrath and mercy, fpoken of in 
very different terms. iv. 109. ©, 

Vials, mentioned in the Revelation, what. 
Vie 406... what they refer to, vi. 
465. &c. and notes. 

Virgins, the cafe relating to them, 1 Cor. 
Vil. 25,—-40. iv. 260, &c. an officer 
antang the Greeks to educate them. 
457- The manner in which the 
eaftern virgins were purified. for the 
royal embrace, alluded to. v. 167. b. 

Virtue, in the NewT eftament, often means 
courage. vi.244.°. 245.) would not 
generally make-men more unhappy,tho’ 
there: were no future ftate. iv. 348. ¢ 

’ 1 ‘2 Ww. 

Walking, metaphor taken from it ex- 
prefles feyeral things in refpeét to reli- 
gion. vi, 155. 5. 

Wall of feparation, or chel. v. 121). 

Wathing of water, to what it alludes. v. 

Fa L Os ala 

White raiment, what the promife of it 
imports. vi. 390. f. —- Stone, with a 
new ‘name, tc. what. 384, 385. h, i. 
—throwe,, why the judgment - feat fo 
repréfented. gos. h. 

Whole world and whole creation, all 

thofe parts which had not ,received 


i cS Ses 


« 


the gofpel vailed in» 
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Chriftianity. vi. any. €, 
Widows, made deaconneffes, v. 399 “ti, 
How. the younger widows wer) in dan 


ger of growing wanton againft Chrifts . 


400. k, 

Wine, excefs faid to be in it. v. 16x. ©. 
Witlom. of words, what kind of wri- 
ting the apoftle difc aimed under that 
notion, iv. 208. & 4. 209. ©. 216.¢. 


vain. 202. b. ‘Word of wifdom and 

knowledge, what. iv. Ztmces meg. 

Wifdom of.God made“known to 

principalities. by the church. y. 128. i. 

Wifdom, knowledge, and under- 
ftanding diftinguithed. 247. 8. 

Witchcraft, one of the works of the fiefh. 
We 72. So. 

Witnefles, the two mentioned in the Re- 
velation, who. vi 437. 6. what is 
meant by their revival after three days 
anda half. 4qo. i. 

Wives, an honourable fubfiftence is to be 
allowed them. yi. 205. d, 

Women, ought to have power on their 
heads. iv. 299. b. -employed in 
fome office in the church. v. 309. b. 
laboured in. the gofpel. 229. b. and 
fometimes fpake in public, by infpira- 
tion. iv. 298, ec. but were not in 
common allowed to fpeak in the church. 
339.1. Vv. 378. fhall be faved by 
child-birth. 379. 2. 


Word, of wifdom and knowledge, what. 
of God, living. 


iv. 312. © gag. d. 
and efficacious, what. vi. 31.2 

Words, 
different fenfes. iv. 1575 4. 
289.7. 308.9. 454. | 

Works, of the bx fome would render’ 
&& epyav Nows, Rom. ili, 20. dy the lew 
of works. iv. 40. and grace oppo- 
fed to one another. 12.3. ©. 

World, 
aiov evesag. Ve 12.4, what is meant 
by the world being crucified to us, &c. 
84. The frien dihip of. the world 
enmity againft God. vi. 161..& F. what 
love of it, forbidden: 294. & a, 
Worlds adjufted by the word of Gad. 
84. ¢. World to come made fibjegt 
to Chrift, 26. 4. e) 

Worldly elements, has the Nab ritual 
called fo. v. 49. 

Wrangling difeourdged. v. wins Seo eigen, 

Wrath, what it is to give place to it. iv. 
142. d.- of men dogs not promote 
the caufe of religion. vi. 142. & ©,.-—sto 
be guarded againft in | prayer. V. 377, B. 

NS 


Ei oi 


Youthful paffions, what..v. 441. & b, 
iL 
Zeal is good, in a good thing. v. $5. 1, 
N I s, 


how ip would rendet the crate. of Chritt 


ufed in the fame connection in. 


this, «toy ¥1@",_ iv. 270. fy. Ba. 
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